Postc(art)ographia: A Mapwork Project About Identity
and Place

Wanda Hurren

This collection of postcards, titled postcartographia is excerpted from an
atlas of Mapwork! and was one component of a recent gallery exhibition
with the same title.? Incorporating photography and poetic text, the post-
cards explore aesthetic approaches to knowing in the world, specifically,
aesthetic ways of knowing places and identities.
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February 23
Dirive o Torquay

I took & couple of photographs, but them decided to just enjoy the drive.

There was snow in the air. | noticed that grain bins occur in pairs,
Handly ever just one all alone. Pairs of trees (oo, Never one alone.

The gravel roads were still white, no one had made tracks in the snow yet.
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48" Celaun
Saskatchewan, February 15

THREE QUESTIONS:

Do people breathe out that much breath in wanmer weather but we just don't seeit?———
Do cars bave that much exhaust in warmer weather but we just don't see it?

Would July be as good as it is even without days like this in Fobruary but we just don't seo it?
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Torquay, 1962
(What Mighi Flave Been) Found Under the Woaden Sidewalks
(parifal lnveatory).

IN front of ihe school, two black pocket combs, half of a wooden
yoyo, stabby pencils, three ball point pens from the Credit
Union, an ocange fish fin marblo, a silver iitial ring (§2:2)

In front of the Lutheran church, pennics. a pair of child’s |
Wmﬂmmmﬂ;&hﬂﬂmnw
balloon, & Christmas card with grey sugary sparkles on the front
af it (With Best wishes from Bud and Rosemary).

In fioat of the Catholic church, rosary beads, plastic wedding
Nowers, pemiry matches from Ray 's Grill, cigar buits with
creamy vellow plastic tips. a broken cufflink, onc clip-on
rhinestone cluster earring and ope with & srew-onpogt,. —————————

Along the main street, empty Macintosh Tolfee boes, papsicle
sticks, bottk caps from Bohemian, Pilsncr, Tab, Moungtain
Dew, Fanla Grape, and in front of the town office, a black and
white phoio of 2 young woman standing beside a ielevision set
in & living room. The datc along the white zig zag edging shows
* Cei 6] +. That was when she smiled at the camera and gave
the snapshot to someone who later did not notice whe it R Sy
fluttcred down from his wallet, slipped through the cracks, and
landed beside the small plastic whiste no longer ticd to the
strings of a child’s strow cowboy hat.
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A GOOD PLACE TO GROW LP |

s what some people say about their small town. Hspecially the people who played on e bockey

tesim or the volleyball team or the basketball tesm. Or the people who still live in the small town, If
ﬂﬁum(ml]mfmmmmf;;

BACK ALLEVE | —- -

with one exception, were nevar callod bmes (sce sl LovERs" LANE). Kids snoked and pead o

them They were often badly rusiod mnd somotimes hed sections of white ssh where burming barrcix

had been dumped out. Back alleys were shorcuts we might ke, cspecially st night, when the
streetlights were out, and it was cold and windy, snd we thoaglt someono was probably following

e, e e ] 60 rum. A s that modee. H)WMM et AN

|
BURNING BARRELS |
were in every beckynrd Someone was always bumiing garhege, usally in the evening Never a
smeil. Most had holes in their brown rusted motal sides, Did look nice buming in the dark
Miade it easy to sxy no, we had nol been smoking.

Notes

Mapwork as an Approach to Exploring Notions of Place and Identity. This is a
three year study funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada, with Dr. Wanda Hurren as principal investigator.
Hurren, Wanda. postcartographia. Exhibition of photography and mixed
media, Xchanges Gallery, Victoria, BC, May, 2008.
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