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Cartoons are important for equipping preschool children with values. Therefore, it is
necessary to be careful and sensitive about the cartoons that children watch. The aim
of this research was to determine the values implicitly included in the preschool
education program and to investigate the occurrence of these values in 6 cartoons
Pırıl, Canım Kardeşim, Kare, Kukuli, Elif’in Düşleri and Maceracı Yüzgeçler. In the
research, content analysis was used. Preschool education program and cartoons were
analyzed descriptively. The data obtained through descriptive analysis were analysed
and presented in detail. Random sampling was used while selecting 5 episodes of the
cartoons investigated in the study. The study identified 27 values that were implicitly
in the preschool education program. In these cartoons, the values of love, cooperation,
kindness, being scientific and benevolence were covered most frequently and the
values of aesthetics, empathy, knowing and protecting their rights, saving, selfcontrol, courage and obeying the rules were covered less frequently. Values of selfrespect, freedom and patriotism were not mentioned in any of the cartoons. It was
found that most of the values that are implicitly included in preschool education
program were covered in the cartoons analysed.
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INTRODUCTION
The way of thinking and behavior of the individuals in the society are considered
important for the order and peace of the society. In this sense, human relations and cultural
environment characteristics should be considered in the context of values (Özkan, 2011).
Values are effective throughout the life of an individual in shaping his life and directing his
behaviors (Yel & Aladağ, 2009). They are the criteria that an individual uses when making
decisions (Lockwood, 2009) and are considered important for the individual or society
(Friedman, Kahn, Borning & Huldtgren 2006). A value is a compass that individuals can
draw a roadmap for, a touchstone with which they can find a place in society, a locomotive
that directs their personality and nurtures their character, and a form of understanding that
affects their happiness and decision-making processes (Aktepe & Gündüz, 2021). Values
have a very important place in examining and explaining the behavior of individuals, and
people make their choices based on their values while preferring one behavior to another
(Sarı, 2005). Values represent a specific mode of conduct in terms of normative standards
and an individual can learn the criteria that determine his or her behavior by noticing what
is right and wrong according to the basic rules of the society (Beil, 2003; Rokeach 1973). In
this sense, value can be defined as the basic principles and beliefs that guide and determine
the individual's behavior (Halstead & Taylor, 2000; Ekşi &Katılmış 2011).
Values are unifying elements and cultural heritage of the society which are passed on
to future generations. Values can even be thought as the character of the society. The values
that develop and sustain the society should be acquired by school children (Aktepe &
Gündüz, 2020). Thus, modern and effective schools and education are important for
students to gain character and receive good education (Lickona, 1991).
Values education is also known as character education or moral education. It has
positive impacts on students’ moral and character development and social competencies in
addition to their academic achievement at schools (Berkowitz, 2011). It is possible for
children to learn the important values of the time from an early age and for new generations
to grow up by learning these values with the effective values education planning. Thornberg
(2006) states that it is important for students to participate actively in teaching and learning
values and the formulation and implementation of the rules. Ulusoy & Dilmaç (2018) state
that for a quality values education, values should be emphasized in schools, analysis should
be supported with reasoning, responsibility should be shared equally in interaction with
society and a democratic environment should be provided. Kirschenbaum (2000) argues
that the teacher urges all students to reflect on and discuss ideas freely during reading,
writing, thinking, speaking and discussion of the selected activities, and this helps clarify
and develop values.
It can be argued that society's orientation towards the good and the right is only
possible with a well-organized character and values education (Tüzel İşeri, 2019). Values
education aims to teach children social and moral values and protect children before they
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are harmed (Bhave, 2016). Regarding human and cultural development, values education
points to the values that individuals should have to achieve the goal to be a good human
being. Economic development plans, on the other hand, are tools to provide a quality life
for good human beings (Öztürk Demirbaş, 2019). In order to develop the system of values
education, all components of the system should be reviewed, parents should be involved
and the system at schools should be strengthened and assimilated into the society (Pathania,
2011).
It is argued that children who attend a quality preschool program have enhanced
language, mind, body, social and emotional development than non-attending peers due to
the fact that the personalities of children begin to develop at an early age, and they have less
problems in adapting to the environment and school (Hong, 2003). It is known that the
preschool period is a critical time for all developmental domains (Oruç, Tecim & Özyürek,
2011). Therefore, the inclusion of the skills and values that contribute to student's character
development in preschool education period is important for the well-being and
development of both students and society.
Children usually watch cartoons on television in accordance with their personal needs
and tastes (Turp Özdemir, 2020). Cartoons are tools that play an important role in the
development of children’s aesthetic and artistic values and in the acquisition of values
(Zebrowski, 2017). It can be stated that cartoons can be used for educational purposes and
are a source of information. Therefore, it is necessary to offer children an opportunity to
watch the cartoons that reflect the values of the society in which they live (Cebeci & Demir,
2018).
Cartoons can be used as an important resource in helping children acquire values and
social elements such as kindness, cooperation, respect for differences, and tolerance (Habib
& Soliman, 2015). In addition, children's motivation towards the lessons and their
interaction in the class can be improved by using cartoons in lessons (Kabooha, 2016).
Discussing the events and characters in the cartoons can make the students think about the
subject. In addition, the students’ analysis and evaluation skills can be developed in a
democratic environment by presenting different views, thus teaching the importance of
respecting others (Aktepe, 2019).
The use of cartoons in the learning environment enables students to transfer
knowledge and can increase their learning motivation, in-class interactions and interests
(Rosen, 2009). Children prefer cartoons that match their age and characteristics and their
interests differ based on their age and the economic level of their families but good voice,
attractive visual effects and coloring affect children’s interests in cartoons (Habib & Soliman,
2015).
It can be argued that it is important to choose and use cartoons especially in character
and values education (Habib & Soliman, 2015). While cartoons entertain children, they can
teach values, and their visual and auditory aspects can also attract children's attention.
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Therefore, cartoons can have an important place in the character and values education of
children. Within the scope of the research, six cartoon programs were investigated in terms
of values education. In the study, the following cartoons were analysed: Pırıl, Canım
Kardeşim (Dear Bro/Sis), Kare (Square), Kukuli, Elif’in Düşleri (Elif’s dreams) and Maceracı
Yüzgeçler (Adventurous Fins). Five episodes that were randomly selected from each
cartoon were analysed.
Significance
Preschool education is a period which helps children gain self-confidence and affects
their development positively by discovering their abilities, developmental characteristics,
individual differences, and personalities from birth to the beginning of primary school
(Zembat, 1994). Pre-school education provides rich stimuli and environment possibilities in
accordance with the development levels of individuals and support their physical and social
development (Gültekin Akduman, 2012). For this reason, it is important to determine the
values which are taught implicitly in preschool education program and teachers should be
aware of these values (Alkan, 2017; Balıkcı, 2015; Dirican & Dağlıoğlu, 2014). Teachers can
organize the activities according to these values so that the values can be acquired by
children in pre-school education (Akpınar & Özdaş, 2013; Aküzüm & Ergenekon, 2021;
Sapsağlam & Ömeroğlu (2016).
Preschool education period is an important period when children are in the process of
forming skills, values and character. During this period, they can learn through observation
and then reflect on their behavior. Thus, they begin to acquire knowledge, skills and values
by trying and imitating the behavior they take as role model. In addition, it is important to
carry out teaching and providing skills and values in a planned manner and offer rich
learning environments.
Personality development in the preschool period is shaped by family, environment
and school. During this period, children often interact with television, which is a mass media
tool. Therefore, learning takes place by modeling from television (Özkan & Yılmaz, 2016).
This shows us that cartoons are an important part of the development of preschool children
as the children learn by modelling and identifying himself or herself with a model while
developing personality (Toksoy & Sapasağlam, 2019; Yorulmaz, 2013). Cartoons do not limit
the imagination of children and present events and situations in a funny and colorful way.
The child who takes the cartoon hero as a model can imitate his or her behavior. However,
adopting them as role models can have negative effects on a child (Kalaycı, 2015).
In the preschool period, children show interest in and watch cartoons (Doğan &
Göker, 2012; Yazıcı, Yaman Baydar & Kandır, 2019). They can learn by imitating many
discourses, visuals, behavior and actions they see in cartoons. They can learn every behavior
they watch or see. Thus, cartoons can be used to teach skill or value in preschool period. In
the research, cartoons that have an important place for preschool children and the values
and behavior in these cartoons were investigated and discussed. Determining the values in
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the content of the cartoons watched by preschool children is important in terms of the value
education of children. Therefore, it is expected that the research will contribute to the field.
Purpose
The aim of the study is to evaluate the values implicitly included in the Turkish preschool
education program and investigate whether those values are covered in cartoons in terms
of values education. Preschool period is a critical period in terms of values education. For
this reason, values education should be on the targeted values and these values should be
given deliberately in this period. The research aimed to answer the question "What are the
values that are implicitly included in preschool education program?
Based on the aim of the study given above the study attempts to answer the following research
questions:
1. Which values are implicitly included in preschool education program?
2. What is the frequency of the occurrence of the values implicitly included in the
preschool education program in these cartoons?
3. In which episodes of the cartoons these values are covered?
4. What are the most frequently emphasized values in cartoons?

METHOD
Model of the Study
In the study, content analysis was used. Yıldırım & Şimşek (2016) state that content
analysis includes the analysis of written materials or multiple documents containing
information about the targeted phenomenon or phenomena in a certain period of time
depending on the research question.
The data, both visual and written text, were collected from the episodes of the cartoons
used as documents and each episode is regarded as a document. Within the framework of
the values determined in the pre-school education program, these cartoons were described.
Descriptive analysis was used in the analysis of the data obtained from the cartoons, and it
was presented in detail.
Sample
The sample of the study consisted of the cartoons broadcast on TRT Çocuk and Minika
Çocuk channels. Five episodes of the following cartoons were analysed: Pırıl, Canım
Kardeşim, Kare, Kukuli, Elif'in Düşleri and Maceracı Yüzgeçler.
The cartoons Pırıl, Canım Kardeşim, Kare and Elif's Dreams were chosen because they
were still broadcast on TRT Çocuk channel (Turkish Radio and Television Corporation), the
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national public broadcaster, and all of them were domestic production. These cartoons were
for pre-school and primary school children. Pırıl, its leading character, who sets role model
behavior about responsibilities, is rich in values education and could attract children's
attention (Güden Altmış & Altun, 2021). Canım Kardeşim Benim and Elif'in Düşleri were
among the cartoons that children watch the most (Ünsal, 2019; Yıldız, 2016). The absence of
physical violence in Canım Kardeşim (Yıldız, 2016), the frequent use of cognitive skills such
as questioning in Elif'in Düşleri (Arslan, 2018) was one of the reasons to select these cartoons.
Kare was also one of the cartoons that children watch the most. This cartoon was selected
as it contains many elements on the cognitive, social, emotional, language, motor and selfcare development areas (Cengiz, İlçi Küsmüş & Ramazan, 2020).
Kukuli and Maceracı Yüzgeçler were chosen because they were still broadcast on TRT
Çocuk and Minika Çocuk, a private TV broadcaster, and they were domestic productions
for pre-school and primary school children. Kukuli is a cartoon series presented in
accordance with the subjects of EBA (Education Information Network) educational videos
(Alpay & Okur, 2021). In its educational topic videos, topics related to the acquisition of
concepts, cause-effect relationships, social rules, awareness of healthy and safe life in the
pre-school education program were covered. Kukuli increases children’s interest by
incorporating the audio and visual components of motion graphics with education
(Aydoğdu Torbacı, 2019). It was still broadcast on TRT Çocuk and had a large audience.
Maceracı Yüzgeçler, a feature-length animated film produced in Turkey (Kozan, 2021), was
selected for this study because it shows the İstanbul silhouette, mosque figure, Turkish flags
and the use of Turkish characters (Kaya & Atuk, 2020).
Pırıl
Pırıl first aired in 2019 and was still shown on TRT Çocuk channel. It is a Turkish
production and targets the pre-school and primary school students (Pırıl, 2020; Tarnet, 2020,
cited in Duman & Koçtürk, 2021; Pırıl, 2021).
Canım Kardeşim
The cartoon, Canım Kardeşim, is a Turkish-made cartoon that aired on the TRT Çocuk,
in 2012 and was still broadcast. Its target audience is pre-school children. It is about family
life and tells about the daily events that take place at a family home including a mother,
father, two sisters and a brother in a detached house with a garden (Özkar & Aytaş, 2021;
Canım Kardeşim, 2021).
Kare
Kare includes elements on cognitive, linguistic, motor, social and emotional
development (Cengiz, İlçi Küsmüş & Ramazan, 2020). It is aired on TRT Çocuk. Its target
audience is pre-school children. Four friends try to find solutions to the problems of the
society and help people (Kare, 2021).
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Kukuli
This cartoon was broadcast on TRT Çocuk and targets pre-school children. Kukuli is
a monkey who learn new things with his friends, Tinky and Minky (Kukuli, 2021).
Elif’in Düşleri
It is a Turkish-made cartoon that was aired on TRT Çocuk. Elif talks to vegetables and
play with them while getting information about them. She learns the benefits of fruits and
vegetables, delicious and healthy meals, vitamin values and much more from them (Elif’in
Düşleri, 2021).
Maceracı Yüzgeçler
It is a Turkish-made cartoon and has been aired on the Minika Çocuk’s channel. The
major character is Biba who is a tiny mullet who is interested in books and reading. Like
other children, he is happy to go to school and learn new things every day. Biba embarks on
mysterious adventures by discovering new things every day with his cute friends Çupa,
Tuti, Babu, Taka Hamsi and Mermaid Alesta who have different personalities (Maceracı
Yüzgeçler, 2021).
Data Collection Tools
In the research, first, cartoon programs were reviewed and the relevant studies in the
literature were examined. Then, the cartoons were determined for this study. The data in
the research were limited to cartoons “Pırıl's 24th, 25th, 27th, 28th, 29th episodes; Canım
Kardeşim's 15th, 16th, 28th, 51th, 78th episodes; Kare's 3rd, 37th, 41st, 49th, 50th episodes;
Kukuli's 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th episodes; Elif'in Düşleri's 1st, 4th, 21st, 33rd, B episodes;
Maceracı Yüzgeçler's 2nd, 9th, 17th, 20th, 27th episodes”. Random sampling was used while
selecting the 5 episodes of the cartoons selected for the research.
Data Collection Procedure and Data Analysis
First, the preschool education programs were review and the values implicitly
included in the preschool education programs were determined. The program included
"general aims of Turkish national education, the basic principles of pre-school education,
the importance of pre-school education, social-emotional development gains, self-care skills,
the introduction and start of the day sections of the preschool education program" and the
data were analysed using content analysis method. In addition, in line with the purpose of
the research, the presence of values in the cartoons Pırıl, Canım Kardeşim, Kare, Kukuli,
Elif'in Düşleri and Maceracı Yüzgeçler were detected and the data were analyzed through
content analysis. The analysis included checking the occurence of values, whether the
cartoons include the values in the relevant episodes, how often they are emphasized and
how they are included.
Preschool education program and the data obtained from the cartoons were analysed
descriptively. The data obtained during the descriptive analysis were presented in detail.
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RESULTS
1. What values are implicitly included in preschool education program published
in 2013?
Identifying and revealing these values, which were implicitly included in the
curriculum, is important due to the fact that it will shed light on value educators. Thus, the
preschool education program (MEB, 2013) was analysed and the values that were implicitly
conveyed were determined by examining the subject headings in Table 1. The values
implicitly taught in 2013 preschool education program are presented in Table 1 below:
Table 1
Values that are implicitly included in the preschool education program
Sections in the education program

Values

General aims of the Turkish national education

Patriotism, keeping the culture alive, responsibility,
being scientific, health, freedom, cooperation,
respect

Basic principles of the pre-school education

Respect, tolerance, solidarity, cooperation, love,
sharing, responsibility, benevolence, freedom,
keeping the culture alive, self-respect, selfconfidence and self-control

Significance of the pre-school education

Freedom, health, giving importance to family unity,
love, respect

Social and affective outcomes

Empathy, respect, environmental awareness,
saving, knowing and protecting their rights,
freedom, keeping the culture alive, responsibility,
greeting, obeying the rules, aesthetics, kindness,
self-confidence, sharing, benevolence, self-respect

Acquisition of self-care skills

Cleanliness, health

Introduction of the pre-school education program

Cleanliness, health, freedom, keeping the culture
alive, respect, responsibility, cooperation

Start of the day in the pre-school education
program

Greetings, health, courage
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Table 1 shows that the values determined in the 2013 preschool education program
are, tolerance, responsibility, cooperation, love, respect, benevolence, solidarity, sharing,
knowing and protecting the rights, empathy, freedom, greeting, self-confidence, selfrespect, self-control, keeping culture alive, patriotism, family unity, health, aesthetics,
cleanliness, being scientific, saving, environmental awareness, courage, obeying the rules
and kindness.
Five episodes from six cartoons (Pırıl, Kare, Canım Kardeşim, Kukuli, Elif'in Düşleri
and Maceracı Yüzgeçler) that appeal to preschool children were analysed according to 27
values in the preschool education program and the occurrence of these values in these
cartoons were determined.
2. What is the frequency of the occurrance of values in cartoons that are implicitly
included in the preschool education program?
Values were determined according to the event and situation displayed verbally or
visually in the cartoon episodes. The frequency of the occurrence of the values in five
episodes of six cartoons (Pırıl, Kare, Canım Kardeşim, Kukuli, Elif’in Düşleri and Maceracı
Yüzgeçler) is presented in Table 2.
Table 2
Frequency of the occurence of values in the cartoon Pırıl
Values

Frequency (n)

Percentage (%)

Responsibility

3

13

Love

2

8.6

Tolerance

2

8.6

Benevolence

2

8.6

Solidarity

2

8.6

Self-confidences

2

8.6

Being scientific

2

8.6

Respect

1

4.3

Cooperation

1

4.3

Knowing and protecting the rights

1

4.3

Greeting

1

4.3

Self-control

1

4.3

Giving importance to family unity

1

4.3

Courage

1

4.3

Kindness

1

4.3

Total number of values 15

23

100
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As can be seen in Table 2, in the five episodes of the Pırıl cartoon (Episodes 24, 25, 27,
28 and 29), there were a total of 15 values and they were mentioned 23 times. The most
frequently occurring values were as follows: responsibility (3), love (2), tolerance (2),
benevolence (2), solidarity (2), self-confidence (2) and being scientific (2). Less frequently
appearing values were as follows: respect (1), cooperation (1), knowing and protecting one's
rights (1), greeting (1), self-control (1), giving importance to family unity (1), courage (1) and
kindness (1). Responsibility was the most frequently occurring value in the episodes of Pırıl
cartoon.
Table 3
Frequency of the occurrence of values in Canım Kardeşim
Values

Frequency (n)

Percentage (%)

Giving importance to family unity

4

16.6

Respect

3

12.5

Sharing

3

12.5

Keeping the culture alive

3

12.5

Love

2

8.3

Health

2

8.3

Kindness

2

8.3

Cooperation

1

4.1

Tolerance

1

4.1

Solidarity

1

4.1

Cleaning

1

4.1

Being Scientific

1

4.1

Total number of values: 12

24

100

Table 3 shows that the five episodes of the Canım Kardeşim cartoon (episodes 15, 16,
28, 51 and 78) contained 12 values and they were mentioned 24 times. The most frequently
appearing values were giving importance to family unity (4), respect (3), sharing (3),
keeping the culture alive (3). Less frequently mentioned values were love (2), health (2),
kindness (2), cooperation (1), tolerance (1), solidarity (1), cleanliness (1) and being scientific
(1). The most frequent value in the episodes of Canım Kardeşim was the value of giving
importance to family unity.
Table 4
Frequency of the occurrence of values in Kare
Values

Frequency (n)

Percentage (%)

Cooperation

5

19.2

Being scientific

5

19.2
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Benevolence

3

11.5

Tolerance

2

7.7

Solidarity

2

7.7

Courage

2

7.7

Responsibility

1

3.8

Love

1

3.8

Respect

1

3.8

Sharing

1

3.8

Sef-confidence

1

3.8

Saving

1

3.8

Environmental awareness

1

3.8

Total number of values: 13

26

100

Table 4 shows that there were 13 values and they were mentioned 26 times in five
episodes of Kare cartoon (episodes 3, 37, 41, 49 and 50). Most frequently appearing values
were as follows: cooperation (5), being scientific (5) and cooperation (3). Less frequently
mentioned values were tolerance (2), solidarity (2), courage (2), responsibility (1), love (1),
respect (1), sharing (1), self-confidence (1) saving (1) and environmental awareness (1). The
most frequently occurring values in the episodes of Kare cartoon were cooperation and
being scientific.
Table 5
Frequency of the occurrence of values in Kukuli
Values

Frequency (n)

Percentage (%)

Love

5

22.7

Cooperation

3

13.6

Sharing

2

9

Cleanliness

2

9

Obeying the rules

2

9

Kindness

2

9

Responsibility

1

4.5

Benevolence

1

4.5

Solidarity

1

4.5

Empathy

1

4.5

Saving

1

4.5

Environmental awareness

1

4.5

Total number of vaues: 12

22

100
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As can be seen in Table 5 there were 12 values and they were mentioned 22 times in
five episodes of the Kukuli cartoon (episodes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5). Most frequently mentioned
ones were love (5), cooperation (3), sharing (2), cleanliness (2), obeying the rules (2) and
kindness (2). Less frequently mentioned values were responsibility (1), benevolence (1),
solidarity (1), empathy (1), savings (1) and environmental awareness (1). In the episodes of
Kukuli cartoon, the most frequently occurring value was love.
Table 6
Frequency of the occurrence of values in Elif’in Düşleri
Values

Frequency (n)

Percentage (%)

Love

5

9

Greeting

5

9

Giving importance to family unity

5

9

Health

5

9

Kindness

5

9

Being scientific

4

7.2

Responsibility

3

5.4

Respect

3

5.4

Cooperation

3

5.4

Benevolence

3

5.4

Tolerance

2

3.6

Solidarity

2

3.6

Sharing

2

3.6

Confidence

2

3.6

Self-control

1

1.8

Keeping the culture alive

1

1.8

Cleaning

1

1.8

Environmental awareness

1

1.8

Obeying the rules

1

1.8

Courage

1

1.8

Total number of values: 20

55

100

Table 6 shows that in the five episodes of the Elif’in Düşleri cartoon (episodes 1, 4,
21, 33 and B), there were 20 values covered and they were mentioned 55 times. Most
frequently mentioned values were love (5), greeting (5), giving importance to family unity
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(5), health (5), kindness (5) and being scientific (4). Less frequently appearing values were
responsibility (3), respect (3), cooperation (3), benevolence (3), tolerance (2), solidarity (2),
sharing (2), self-confidence (2), self-control (1), keeping the culture alive (1), cleanliness (1),
environmental awareness (1), courage (1) and following the rules (1). The most frequently
mentioned values in Elif’in Düşleri were love, greeting, giving importance to family unity,
health and kindness.
Table 7
Frequency of the occurrence of values in Maceracı Yüzgeçler
Values

Frequency (n)

Percentage (%)

Love

5

11.1

Benevolence

5

11.1

Greeting

5

11.1

Kindness

5

11.1

Cooperation

4

8.9

Responsibility

3

6.6

Tolerance

2

4.4

Solidarity

2

4.4

Sharing

2

4.4

Cleaning

2

4.4

Being scientific

2

4.4

Environmental awareness

2

4.4

Knowing and protecting your
rights

1

Confidence

1

2.2

Self-control

1

2.2

Keeping your culture alive

1

2.2

Aesthetic

1

2.2

Obeying the rules

1

2.2

Total number of values: 18

45

100

2.2

As can be seen in Table 7 there were 18 values covered and they were mentioned 22
times in five episodes of Maceracı Yüzgeçler (episodes of 2, 9, 17, 20 and 27). Most frequently
appearing values were love (5), benevolence (5), greeting (5), kindness (5) and cooperation
(4). Less frequently occuring values were responsibility (3), tolerance (2), solidarity (2),
sharing (2), cleanliness (2), being scientific (2) environment (2), knowing and protecting
one's rights (1), self-confidence (1), self-control (1), keeping the culture alive (1), aesthetics
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(1) and obeying the rules (1). In the episodes of Maceracı Yüzgeçler, the most frequently
appearing values were love, benevolence, greeting and kindness.
3. In which episodes of the cartoons these values are covered?
Table 8 presents the episodes of the cartoons in which the values were covered:
Table 8
Episodes of the cartoons in which the values were covered
Values

Pırıl

Canım
Kardeşim

Kare

Kukuli

Maceracı
Yüzgeçler

Elif’in
Düşleri

Responsibility

24.25.27.

-

50.

4.

2.20.26.

4.33.B.

Love

28.29.

28.78.

37.

1.2.3.4.5.

2.9.17.20.26

1.4.21.33.B.

Respect

27.

15.16.28.

37.

-

-

21.33.B.

Cooperation

28.

28.

3.37.41.49.50.

2.4.5.

2.9.17.20.

21.33.B.

Tolerance

25.29.

16.

3.50.

-

2.17.

33.B.

Benevolence

25.28

-

3.37.49.

4.

2.9.17.20.26.

1.21.B.

Solidarity

27.28.

28.

37.41.

4.

2.9.

21.33.

16.51.78.

3.

1.2.

9.26.

33.B.

Sharing
Knowing and
protecting
rights

28.

-

-

-

26.

-

Empathy

-

-

-

4.

-

-

Greeting

24.

-

-

-

2.9.17.20.26.

1.4.21.33.B.

Selfconfidence

24.28.

-

50.

-

17.

21.33.

Self-control

27.

-

-

-

20.

4.

Keeping
the
culture alive

-

15.28.51.

-

-

9.

B.

Giving
importance to
the family
unity

29.

15.16.28.78.

-

-

--

1.4.21.33.B.

Health

-

15.51.

-

-

-

1.4.21.33.B.

Being scientific

27.28.

16.

3.37.41.49.50.

-

9.20.

4.21.33.B.

Aesthetics

-

-

-

-

20.

-

1.4.

9.20.

4.

4.

-

-

Cleanliness
Saving

15.
-

-

3.
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Environmental
awareness

-

-

37.

4.

9.20.

4.

Courage

27.

-

3.50.

-

--

33.

-

-

-

1.2

9.

33.

Kindness

25.

28.51.

-

1. 2.

2.9.17.20.26.

1.4.21.33.B.

Total number
of sections

5

5

5

5

5

5

Obeying
rules

the

As seen in Table 8 there was a total of 24 values, including values such as
responsibility, cooperation, respect, tolerance, sharing, love, solidarity, knowing and
protecting their rights, empathy, greeting, self-confidence, self-control, keeping the culture
alive, giving importance to family unity, health, science, aesthetics, cleanliness, saving,
environmental awareness, courage, obeying the rules and kindness. There were differences
among the cartoons in terms of the occurrence of these values. There was no cartoon which
covered all the values implicitly included in the pre-school education program.
4. What are the most frequently occurring values covered in cartoons?
Table 9 indicates the ranking of the values based on their frequency of occurrence in
the cartoons analysed.
Table 9
Frequency of the occurrence of values in all cartoons analysed
Values

Frequency (n)

Percentage (%)

Love

20

10.2

Cooperation

17

8.7

Kindness

15

7.7

Being scientific

14

7.1

Benevolence

14

7.1

Responsibility

11

5.6

Greeting

11

5.6

Solidarity

10

5.1

Sharing

10

5.1

Giving importance to the family
unity

10

Tolerance

9

5.1
4.6
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Respect

8

4.1

Health

7

3.6

Self-confidence

6

3

Cleanliness

6

3

Keeping the culture alive

5

2.5

Environmental awareness

5

2.5

Courage

4

2

Following the rules

4

2

Self-control

3

1.5

Knowing
rights

and

protecting

the

2

1

Saving

2

1

Empathy

1

0.5

Aesthetic

1

0.5

Total number of values: 24

195

100

Table 9 indicates that there were a total of 24 values in the episodes of the cartoons
and they were mentioned 195 times. The most frequently occurring values were love (19),
cooperation (17), kindness (15), being scientific (14) and benevolence (13). These are
followed by responsibility (11), greeting (11) solidarity (10), sharing (10), giving importance
to family unity (10), tolerance (9), respect (8), health (7), cleanliness (6), self-confidence (6),
environmental awareness (5) and keeping culture alive (5). The least mentioned values in
the cartoons were aesthetics (1), empathy (1), knowing and protecting the rights (2), saving
(2), self-control (3), courage (4) and obeying the rules (4). The values that were not covered
in the cartoons were self-respect, freedom and patriotism.

DISCUSSION
When the studies in the field related to the pre-school education program and values
are reviewed, 74.6% of the teachers suggest that the preschool education program should be
improved and enriched in terms of values education, regarding the competences in value
education in preschool (Fidan Dal, 2018). This study corroborates the findings of previous
research. It is seen that the values of responsibility, respect, solidarity, trust and love are
given a lot of place in the preschool education program (Aral & Kadan, 2018). It can be
argued that results regarding the values of love, cooperation and cooperation found mostly
covered in cartoons selected for this study is in parallel with the literature.
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When the studies on cartoons are reviewed, Sevim (2013) found that the value of
benevolence is the most emphasized value in the cartoons in his research, which
investigated six cartoons in terms of values. Giving much space to the value of benevolence
is similar to the results of the research. Sadioğlu et al. (2018) investigated the episodes of the
cartoon called Rafadan Tayfa broadcast in TRT Çocuk in terms of values, and found that
benevolence, solidarity and being scientific were mostly covered values, while justice,
honesty, hospitality, tolerance and aesthetic values were less covered. It is similar to the
results of this research that the values of being scientific and cooperation occurred more and
the value of aesthetic occurred less. In the study conducted by Karakuş (2015) on the cartoon
Niloya, it was found that mostly covered values were love, tolerance, sensitivity and
kindness. The findings of this study is not in line with Karakuş's study. In the study of
Toksoy and Sapasağlam (2019) which investigated 5 different cartoons in terms of the values
specified in the UNESCO-sponsored Living Values Education Program (LVEP), they found
that cooperation and happiness were mostly covered values and the values of simplicity
and peace were not included in any cartoons. Although it is not similar to the results of this
research, partial similarity was found as the results regarding the value of cooperation is
one of the most appearing values in cartoons. Turp Özdemir (2020), found the values of
responsibility and self-control as the most, and patriotism and honesty as the least
appearing values in the cartoons. The findings of this study challenges the findings of Turp
Özdemir.
Şahin (2019) found that the less frequently covered values were loyalty, heroism,
cleanliness, honesty, loyalty, equality and patriotism and suggested that script should also
include values of freedom and flag. This study partially confirms the findings of his study
as freedom and patriotism were not covered in the cartoons. It is a concept that cares about
the concepts of freedom, democracy and human rights. Patriotism, on the other hand, is a
basic concept that creates awareness that supports national feelings. For this reason, it is
considered important to include these two values in cartoons. Ünsal (2019) found the values
of respect, kindness, love and cooperation in the cartoons. This study corroborates the
findings of Ünsal's study regarding the frequency of the values of love, kindness,
cooperation. These values, in essence, express human values. For this reason, they are the
basic elements of being human and they should be included in cartoons.
In the Pırıl cartoon 15 values appeared. The most frequently covered values among
these were kindness, aesthetics and responsibility (Güden Altmış & Altun, 2021). It is in line
with the findings of this research. Turkish life style, Turkish cuisine, folk music, folk dances,
helping elders, Turkish family structure, food culture and table manners, belief, family,
friendship, fraternity, national moral values, solidarity, love of animals, respect for elders,
among many, are presented in an educational and entertaining way for children (Demir,
2021; Özkar & Aytaş, 2021). It can be argued that this is in parallel with the results of this
research. In Kare cartoon, while the acquisitions for the cognitive development field were
mostly included, a variety of acquisitions were included in social emotional development,
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and the acquisition of showing one's emotions in appropriate ways was mostly covered
(Cengiz, İlçi Küsmüş & Ramazan, 2020). In the cartoon Elif'in Düşleri, physical,
psychological and verbal violence elements were not found. Horror elements with sound,
light and surrealistic features were not found (Üstündağ & Şenol, 2021). This finding is in
line with the findings of this research.

LIMITATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
In the study, five episodes of each cartoon were investigated. Cartoons that were not
included in this study can be further studied in terms of values education. It is
recommended that the values of freedom, self-respect and patriotism, which are not
included in the cartoons examined within the scope of the research, could be included in the
cartoons. Cartoons that educators and parents find useful for children can be classified
according to their characteristics by studying them in terms of values. If it is known which
content and values are included in which cartoons, it can be a resource for value educators.
It can be used as a material in educational activities at home and school. Awareness raising
can be done by organizing educational activities like seminars and conferences on cartoons
for teachers and parents. Furthermore, seminars and conferences can be organized by
subject matter experts on choosing the right cartoons for teachers and parents. In addition,
including values in the curriculum overtly and directly can facilitate the work of value
educators.

CONCLUSION
As a result of this research, we determined the values that were implicitly included in
the preschool education curriculum. We also determined the occurence of these values in
the cartoons, the cartoon episodes they appeared, the most frequently appearing values and
the values that were not included in the cartoons at all.
In the study, first the values implicitly included in the preschool education program
published in 2013 were determined. Patriotism, keeping the culture alive, responsibility,
being scientific, health, freedom, cooperation and respect values were included under the
section of the general aims of the Turkish national education. Respect, tolerance, solidarity,
cooperation, love, sharing, responsibility, benevolence, freedom, keeping the culture alive,
self-respect, self-confidence and self-control values were related to the basic principles of
the pre-school education. The section of the significance of the pre-school education includes
the values of freedom, health, giving importance to family unity, love and respect. The social
and affective outcomes section included empathy, respect, environmental awareness,
saving, knowing and protecting their rights, freedom, keeping the culture alive,
responsibility, greeting, obeying the rules, aesthetics, kindness, self-confidence, sharing,
help and self-respect. The self-care skills section included two values, cleanliness and health.
The values of greetings, health and encouraging were in the section of starting the day.
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The occurrence of the values implicitly included in the pre-school education program
in the cartoons was analysed and it was found that out of 27 values given in the pre-school
education program, 24 values were covered in the cartoons. These values are tolerance,
responsibility, benevolence, love, respect, cooperation, solidarity, sharing, knowing and
protecting the rights, empathy, greeting, self-confidence, self-control, keeping the culture
alive, giving importance to family unity, health, aesthetics, cleanliness, being scientific,
saving, environmental awareness, courage, obeying the rules and kindness. However, the
values of freedom, self-respect and patriotism could not be detected in these cartoons. The
fact that these values did not appear in the cartoons could be regarded as a deficiency in
terms of human rights, awareness of democracy, patriotism and self-respect.
The episodes of the cartoons which included the values were analysed. Accordingly,
in five episodes of the Pırıl cartoon (episodes 24, 25, 27, 28 and 29) a total of 15 values were
covered: responsibility, love, tolerance, benevolence, solidarity, self-confidence, being
scientific, respect, cooperation, knowing and protecting one's rights, greeting, self-control,
giving importance to family unity, courage and kindness. In the 15th, 16th, 28th, 51st and
78th episodes of the Canım Kardeşim, 12 values were covered: love, respect, cooperation,
tolerance, solidarity, sharing, keeping the culture alive, giving importance to family unity,
health, cleanliness, scientific and kindness. The most frequently appearing value in this
cartoon was the value of giving importance to family unity. In the episodes of 3, 37, 41, 49
and 51 of Kare cartoon, 13 values were found: tolerance, responsibility, cooperation, love,
respect, benevolence, solidarity, sharing, self-confidence, being scientific, saving,
environment and courage. The most frequently occuring values were cooperation and being
scientific. In the episodes of 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of Kukuli cartoon, twelve values were detected,
responsibility, love, cooperation, benevolence, solidarity, sharing, empathy, cleanliness,
saving, environment, obeying the rules and kindness. The value of love was the most
frequently mentioned value in Kukuli. In the episodes of 1, 4, 21, 33 and B of Elif’in Düşleri
cartoon, there were 20 values, including tolerance, responsibility, cooperation, love, respect,
benevolence, sharing solidarity, greetings, self-confidence, self-control, keeping the culture
alive, giving importance to family unity, health, cleanliness, being scientific, environmental
awareness, courage, obeying the rules and kindness. The values of love, greeting, giving
importance to family unity, health and kindness were the most mentioned values in Elif’in
Düşleri. In the episodes of 2, 9, 17, 20 and 27 of Maceracı Yüzgeçler there were a total of 18
values, including responsibility, love, cooperation, tolerance, benevolence, solidarity,
sharing, knowing and protecting their rights, greeting, self-confidence, self-control, keeping
the culture alive, cleanliness, being scientific, aesthetics, environment, obeying the rules and
kindness. The values of love, cooperation, greeting and kindness were the most frequently
occuring values in the episodes of Maceracı Yüzgeçler.
The most frequently emphasized values in the cartoons were analysed. The findings
of the study indicate that there was a total of 24 values covered and they were mentioned
195 times 30 episodes of six cartoons. Of these values, 15 values were covered and they were
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mentioned 23 times Pırıl, 12 values were covered and they were mentioned 24 times in
Canım Kardeşim, 15 values were covered and they were mentioned 23 times in Kare, 12
values were covered and they were mentioned 22 times in Kukuli, 20 values were covered
and they were mentioned 55 times in Elif’in Düşleri, 18 values were covered and they were
mentioned 45 times in Maceracı Yüzgeçler. In this sense, it can be said that these two
cartoons included more values.
The most frequently occurring values in these cartoons were love (19), cooperation
(17), kindness (15), being scientific (14) and benevolence (13). These values were followed
by responsibility (11), greeting (11), sharing (10), solidarity (10) and giving importance to
family unity (10), tolerance (9), respect (8), health (7), cleanliness (6), self-confidence (6),
environmental awareness (5) and keeping the culture alive (5). Less frequently covered
values in the cartoons were aesthetics (1), empathy (1), knowing and protecting the rights
(2), saving (2), self-control (3), courage (4) and obeying the rules (4). It was found that the
values of freedom, self-respect and patriotism were not covered in any of the cartoon
episodes.
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Appendix A: Cartoons in the study
Pırıl
The plot of the episodes taken from this cartoon can be summarised as follows:
Episode 24 (Everything is in Your Brain): Pırıl and Uzay learn to construct patterns while
making a necklace and believe that this necklace will bring them luck.
Episode 25 (Uzay’s addition machine): Pırıl teaches addition to her brother Uzay using
an addition machine and shares her experience with the class.
Episode 27 (An encrypted diary): It is about the adventures of Uzay and Mert after they
find Pırıl’s diary and try to crack the password to open it.
Episode 28 (What happened to Uzay’s ball?): Uzay loses his ball and he looks for it.
Episode 29 (Pırıl's birthday cake): Pırıl becomes sad when no one remembers her
birthday and then becomes happy when she discovers that a surprise party has been
organised for her.
Canım Kardeşim
The plot of the episodes taken from this cartoon can be summarised as follows:
Episode 15 (Ha Ha Hapşu): After Müge gets sick, she recovers thanks to useful plants at
home and they learn a song of Barış Manço, a Turkish rock musician.
Episode 16 (If Life Was a Computer Game): Müge and her sister learn computer games
and imagine the world as a computer game.
Episode 28 (A new sibling): Müge and Mine are happy that they will have a new sibling
and they welcome their new sibling by writing a letter for her and decorating the house.
Episode 51 (It is Eid today): Müge and her family experience the joy of Eid at home and
learn its meaning and value.
Episode 78 (I am Offended with You): Müge and Mine are offended by each other because
of jealousy and then they reconcile.
Kare
The plot of the episodes taken from this cartoon can be summarised as follows:
Episode 3 (Cookie House): Penguin playing with the lawn irrigation system asks Kare
for help after the water is gone.
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Episode 37 (Waterfall): After the disappearance of Mr. Kürek Çeken, Kare goes looking
for him.
Episode 41 (Cave): The episode gives information about the caves. The cave is one of
the natural geographical formations of our world, it is not man-made, the name of the cave
is repeated with visuals, the general characteristics of the cave are conveyed with the
information obtained from Vızvız.
Episode 49 (Fossil): Finding out that the bones that Mr. Yontunç thinks as the fishbone
statue are ordinary fishbones, they look for the fossils.
Episode 50 (Glass Mountain): It is about Kare's investigations of the volcano that is
about to erupt and their research on the volcano.
Kukuli
The plot of the episodes taken from this cartoon can be summarised as follows:
Episode 1 (More): Minky wants more everytime. More cakes, bigger bananas, more
dance. Tinky tries to teach Minky a lesson about the fact that it is not always good to want
more.
Episode 2 (Sharing is caring): Kukuli hides the pastry he finds in the refrigerator and
dreams of eating it alone, but his friends give the message that even if it is very delicious,
we should eat it together. Kukuli also realizes that it is much better to share it and shares
the pastry with his friends.
Episode 3 (Teammates): Tinky, Minky and their friends get bored and decide to play
volleyball. Minky tries to show himself in the team. The team loses the ball after his attempts.
His friends remind him of the importance of team play and solidarity, and Minky listens to
them and he plays in a much more enjoyable match.
Episode 4 (Recycling): Minky does not pay attention to where he throws the garbage.
His friends collect the garbage he throws everywhere and keep them in the garage. By
empathizing with Minky, they show how garbage takes up space in nature and how it harms
living things. They show that they can protect nature by throwing garbage into recycling
bins.
Episode 5 (Unclaimed): Tinky tells his friends that they should not take the things they
find on the ground, these may belong to someone else. However, he takes the stray dog he
finds on his way home. To find the owner of this mischievous dog, his brother and friends
put up notice everywhere to find the owner.
Elif’in Düşleri
The plot of the episodes taken from this cartoon can be summarised as follows:
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Episode 1 (Eggplant in the pole): Elif helps her grandfather, who is a greengrocer. In this
episode, she dreams and talks to fruits and vegetables. In her dreams she talks to eggplants
and goes to the south pole near penguins.
Episode 4 (Smiling banana): Elif is having a bad day and does not eat anything. Her
mother suggests her drinking milk with banana and honey. Elif goes to her grandfather’s
grocery store to buy bananas, and she dreams talking with the banana. She has a journey
into the world of bananas.
Episode 21 (Beauty expert): Doctor Kemal returns to his neighborhood. Münevver Teyze
asks him for advice in order not to grow old when she meets him in front of the greengrocer.
Doctor Kemal recommends her to eat cucumber. Münevver Teyze does not like his
suggestions. However, in Elif’s dreams it is shown how useful cucumber is.
Episode 33 (Plane): Selim wants to be a pilot in future in his dream. He excitedly tells
Elif about his dream. Hearing Selim's dream, Elif gives Selim a paper airplane she has made.
When Selim cannot fly the plane, his self-confidence is lost. Münevver Teyze and Elif
support Selim to regain his self-confidence.
Section B (Eid): While Elif is helping her mother with the preparations for the Eid, her
father comes with a package in her hand. Elif is very happy when she sees the new dress for
the Eid. She wakes up excitedly on the morning of the feast. Eid prayer is performed on the
morning, Eid is celebrated and they have a nice breakfast together. In tables for the cartoon
Elif's dreams “B.” abbreviation stands for this Eid part.
Maceracı Yüzgeçler
The plot of the episodes taken from this cartoon can be summarised as follows:
Episode 2: Babu participates in the Great Invention of the Bosphorus competition and
asks his friend, Biba, for help for the introduction of his project. However, Babu’s text falls
into the sea. Çupa and Tuti decide to help Biba and they attempt to save the paper together.
Episode 9: Taka Hamsi gets a seed in his throat and he coughs so much that he suddenly
finds himself in a water bottle. Maceracı Yüzgeçler’s mission is not only to save Hamsi from
the bottle, but also to collect the trash around the bottle.
Episode 17: For Biba everything is very good. However, he messes things up while
trying to help his friends. Biba feels himself bad and he wants to be alone. Meanwhile, Alesta
goes to the Maiden’s Tower and is trapped in the secret room there. They need Biba’s
assistance.
Episode 20: It is a special day for Bosfori. Today there is seaweed puff in the patisserie
and Çupa wants to go and eat it as soon as possible. But first they have to go to school. Biba
reminds him that he should also clean the garden at school today.
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Episode 27: Biba promises to meet many friends in one day. He loves Tuti, Babu, Çupa
and Taka Hamsi very much and he does not want to make upset any of them. But it is not
possible for him to be more than one place at the same time. It messes things up when he
doesn't refuse any of them.
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