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ABSTRACT 

In my paper I focus on teaching foreign languages at the Faculty of. 

Manufacturing Technologies in Prešov at Technical University in Košice. The current 

satisfaction of students and teachers of foreign languages at the Faculty is proof that 

the introduction of new, more efficient and more modern methods and forms of 

teaching can achieve even better results in the teaching process. Each change brings 

the need to think about other options on how to improve the current situation, what 

would be appropriate to incorporate into the learning process to increase the 

effectiveness of the lesson. 

I consider that today universities, colleges or other educational institutions 

already have not enough with the traditional way of teaching. They must respond to 

changes in technologies, but also to changing the behavior and needs of its clients, in 

our case the students. Teachers need to understand that if they want their graduates to 

succeed not only in the domestic but also global labor market, in the foreign language 

environment, must be something to stand out, be different and offer better services. 

The faculty's success is also measured by being able to be a leader in innovation, 

flexibly identifying trends and linking them to the needs of their students. In this 

regard, I will point out that the fourth industrial revolution is now often highlighted, 

and as students also see technology growth in their private lives, they are also looking 

forward to this at the Technical University. All relevant information in the various 

fields of science and research should be applied at a high level. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The new 21st century humanities agenda requires universities, academies of 

science and other scientific institutions to promote interdisciplinary research in the 

humanities (especially languages). Furthermore, it formulates a role in the search for 

new forms of teaching humanities in general education as well as in relation to 

lifelong learning and teaching. In this context, the responsible institutions should 

strive for a better involvement of young scientists in research in the humanities. It is 

also necessary to adopt transparent criteria for assessing the quality of research in the 

field of science. An equally important area is the need to maintain linguistic diversity 

in education and in academic publishing. This should go towards joint research 

projects on humanitarian issues in all areas of research, including issues related to the 

values and challenges of ethics science. I believe that the humanities should play a 

very important role also through a better understanding of human behavior, what is 

considered a necessary prerequisite for closer understanding of nations. 
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Mankind is currently experiencing one of the serious crises, whose symptoms 

can be characterized by various attributes, such as post-factual time, migration crisis, 

confidence in public policy and democracy, information explosion, etc. Part of the 

process is the emphasis on economic growth, profit growth, consumption growth, 

preference for technical education, education appropriate to the needs of the labor 

market and directly supporting the economic growth of the countryside and the 

consumption of its inhabitants as a driver of growth. On the other hand, the type of 

university education in humanities and social sciences at all are becoming more and 

more at the edge of the interest of society and its governments. Questions about their 

usefulness to society, how much they contribute to meeting the needs for further 

development, or the extent to which they can respond to current questions and the 

needs of time, are asked to contribute to their solution. This enables better 

collaboration between humanities, as it also forms part of the shared responsibility 

for successfully addressing the issues and challenges of human development as part 

of the plurality of world cultures today [1], [2].  

We are currently witnessing the fact that in many developed countries of Europe 

and the world, spending on science, higher education, is decreasing, which usually 

affects the humanities. Therefore, it remains to be hoped that, in the near future, this 

issue will be addressed mainly by politicians, managers and people who are 

responsible not only for the current situation. Part of the humanities are also foreign 

languages. The need for language skills is also currently among the most important 

factors in finding a job in both domestic and foreign companies. 

INNOVATIVE METHODS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

I believe that technical universities today should not neglect the professional 

language training and understand it as part of higher education, because the teacher's 

professional assistance in acquiring a professional language is really necessary [3]. 

This was one of the reasons that we introduced e Learning into foreign language 

teaching, which was the focus of the KEGA project Application of E- Learning in 

Foreign Language Teaching at the Faculty of Manufacturing Technologies 

(Gluchmanova, 2012-2014). These were the foundations on which it was later 

expanding horizon of technical professional language in the framework of the 

following KEGA project Implementation of Blended E- learning to the Process of 

English Language Teaching within the Newly Accredited Study Programs at the 

Faculty of Manufacturing Technologies of the Technical University of Košice 

(Bielousova, 2017-2018). In 2019 we started to prepare study material for 

contemporary KEGA project Innovative methods and forms of education for needs 

and development of language and communication skills within technical professional 

foreign language study material. 

Therefore, foreign language teachers at the Faculty of Manufacturing 

Technologies in Prešov Technical University in Kosice feel the need to create and 

also make available to its clients - students at all three levels of university study 

foreign-language study materials, which would be literally tailor-made, taking into 

account the specificities of study branches and study programmes of the individual 

institutes and departments [4].  



Section EDUCATION AND EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

83 

 

Fig.1. Sample web pages with projects within the foreign languages at the 

Faculty of Manufacturing Technologies 

At the same time, professional communication is a key skill of an ambitious 

scientific and pedagogical staff and a guarantee of progress in the scientific discipline, 

which needs to be improved and developed at a qualitatively high level. 

Communication skills should be properly structured, delivered in a professional 

language and scientific style, with effective support for audiovisual technology, 

knowledge of the conference culture, and especially with regard to a particular 

audience [5]. Developing communication skills of students at the Faculty of 

Manufacturing Technologies in Košice, especially in a foreign language so far is not 

enough space, despite the fact that the exchange of information on the results of 

scientific research, new knowledge and perspectives of their use, their practical 

application is the driving force behind progress in academic and scientific-research 

environments.  

In recent years, the word "brain drain" has been growing in Slovakia. Young 

people go abroad not only for work but also for education. They want to expand 

horizons, seek motivation and contact with the industry, because there is a school 

closely linked to practice and as they often say, learning is also from life. Abroad, 

they examine not only the need for vocational education but also the need for 

communication language skills or soft competencies such as communication or 

planning. Changes in the upcoming 20 years will be more than in the past, says 

futurist Gerd Leonhard in his latest book, Technology versus Humanity, where he also 

intends the humanity we want and should keep in time, when our technologies are 
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beginning to outgrow over your head. In the next ten to twenty years, we will be able 

to use technology much more than we had in the past [6]. 

 

Fig. 2. Example of listening exercise 

Promoting quality education is primarily an investment in the quality of society. 

High-quality foreign language training for students of a technical degree study will 

have a positive impact on the possibility of their better use in the labor market, the 

overall economy of the country in the knowledge economy as well as in social life, 

as the role of educational institutions today is the preparation of a young generation, 

the rapid development of information and communication technologies in the sense 

of their correct applications in the process of education and after specialized language 

training in the context of teaching foreign languages, that is to apply e-learning in an 

appropriate way. 

In the project, which will result in the application of outputs in social, profitable 

and economic practice, information and communication technologies will be applied 

within the framework of individual competencies, the management of the learning 

process and the lesson, and the subsequent distribution of planned outputs. Proper 

implementation of e-learning will encourage the development of creativity in the 

process, because an educated and creative graduate, providing an innovative view of 

problem solving, should be a value to society, because every investment in education 

should also bring value to society [7]. By creating a creative interactive learning 

environment with the use of modern information technologies to acquire foreign 

language competencies, we will enable the multi-purpose and interdisciplinary 

preparation of graduates of the Faculty of Manufacturing Technologies for the needs 

of economic, profitable and social practice. Part of the project is, in particular, the 

creation of professional study material in foreign language in the form of electronic 
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textbooks with active learning content and an e-course designed for students of newly 

accredited study programmes: manufacturing management, computer aided 

manufacturing technologies, progressive technologies, automotive manufacturing 

technology, monitoring and diagnostics of technical equipment, computer design of 

technical systems, renewable energy sources, industrial management in both daily 

and external study [8].  

 

Fig. 3. Content of online courses at the Faculty 

The content of the e-course will be a series of tests to examine language skills in 

a foreign language. This material will be created in Moodle environment and placed 

on the existing functional website of EnGeRu, which will allow students of study 

programmes to participate in the e-learning process at our faculty. The portability of 

specific outcomes appears to be quite large for target groups of potential future 

students interested in learning a foreign language, focusing in particular on 

progressive production technologies in the form of e-learning [9]. 

This process of foreign language learning will thus become part of an innovative 

modern teaching process at the Faculty of Manufacturing Technology and will thus 

make learning more attractive at the faculty. Through the professional technical 

foreign language, the solution of the project will contribute to the computer literacy 

of the faculty, while at the same time will support the creative potential of the 

members of the team. Study material in the case of interest will benefit and related 

faculties at the Technical University in Košice. 
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Fig. 4. A demonstration of exercise for presentation 

CONCLUSION  

Finally, one of the objectives of the project will be to teach students how to 

present their research activities and foreign language texts in the school environment 

or at international events with a foreign language. Students will be provided with a 

comprehensive, selected and customized study material for their own needs, prepared 

after consultation with supervisors and heads of their departments. For example, the 

student will be able to know what should be taken into account when preparing and 

presenting an academic presentation, how to organize the selected material, how to 

use the language, how to support the material with attractive and functional visual 

elements using information and communication technologies, how to navigate the 

listener during audience [10]. Most students, including foreign students, can then 

successfully apply the acquired skills in technical subjects, as well as in defense of 

bachelor, diploma and dissertation thesis. Applying the presentation technique will 

allow you to learn how to handle the microphone right while recording, upload your 

video on a video camera to get constructive criticism from the teacher and classmates 

during the seminar. Many students consider appearance before a foreign audience at 

the conference, a traumatic or stressful event. For this reason, e-learning and b-

learning will also include the issue of stress and trick management, the skills of non-

verbal communication and the etiquette in connection with the international 

environment. 
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