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Purpose

This brief describes the household composition of migrant and seasonally laboring families who are eligible
for MSHS. These families may or may not be enrolled in MSHS at the time that they were surveyed.

Understanding the composition of migrant and seasonal farmworker families and households may identify
some areas of focus for MSHS programs who serve families.

Key Findings

* The average MSHS-eligible household is comprised of 4.7 people.

*  55% percent of families eligible for MSHS have five or more relatives living together in the
household.

*  84% of families eligible for MSHS have more than one child living in the household.

o 46% of families eligible for MSHS have more than one child under age 6 living in the
household.



Methods

This brief uses data from the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and Training Administration 2012-
2016 National Agricultural Worker Survey (NAWS). The NAWS collects data annually on a national
sample of crop farmworkers in the continental United States (U.S.). The NAWS uses field survey methods
developed and refined for this predominantly migrant and seasonal farmworker population.

In this brief, families are defined as a group of relatives related by birth, marriage, or adoption. Relatives
often live together in a household, in which unrelated adults and children may also live.

Sample

This brief describes all MSHS-eligible families and their households, including both those who have
received MSHS services and those who have not.

Families described in this brief as MSHS eligible include a subsample of the full NAWS sample that have
(1) at least one child under the age of six, (2) a total income below 100 percent of the federal poverty level
for their household size, and (3] more than 50 percent of their income earned from agricultural work. MSHS
defines farm work as “agricultural work that involves the production and harvesting of tree and field crop.”

Findings

Who lives in households that are
eligible for MSHS?

On average, a total of 4.7 people live in I ® ;

households that include MSHS-eligible people per
families. Families eligible for MSHS have an household
average of 2.7 children and 80% of families

° 8

include a married spouse.
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How many children live in MSHS-eligible households?

Number of Children in MSHS-Eligible
Households

2% e  Families that have children tend to have

14%
more than just one child.
Eighty-four percent of MSHS-eligible
families have two or more children living in
the household.

*  Only 14% of MSHS-eligible families have
just one child in the household.

*  There were no differences in number of
children per farmworker by geographic

' child in household region.

B 2 or more children in household

I Children who do not reside in household

84%

How old are children in MSHS-eligible households?

Age of Children in MSHS-Eligible
Households

* Inorder to be eligible for MSHS, families
must have at least one child under the age
of six living in the household.

39%
*  Thirty-nine percent of families have only
one child under the age of six living in the
household.

46%

*  Fifteen percent of families eligible for
MSHS have more than one child under the
15% age of six living in the home.

*  Forty-six percent of families have one child
under 6 years old and one or more
children between the ages of 6-17 years

-Only one child under the age of 6

B8 Two or more children under the age of 6

T[] One child under the age of 6 and one or more old |iViﬂg in the household.
children between 6-17 years




Findings

How many relatives live in households that are eligible for MSHS?
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Few families (1%) of families eligible for
MSHS have only two relatives living in the
household. One-third (31%) of MSHS-
eligible households have 5 relatives and
one-quarter (24%) have 6 or more
relatives living in the household.
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