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With a decade of work behind us and much to do in the decade 
ahead, ExcelinEd remains committed to its mission of giving 
all children access to a quality education. The policies that 
get us there, the leaders who champion the cause, and, most 
importantly, the parents who want, nay, demand, a fair chance 
in life for their children are all part of the collective movement 
for change. It’s a movement that grows stronger by the year, and 
we are profoundly grateful to be on the frontlines, alongside so 
many passionate education reformers. 

It was a full 20 years ago when the first steps of reform started to change the future for students 
across Florida. As governor, it was challenging to inherit an education system that had been failing its 
children for generations. Yet with that challenge came responsibility—and almost endless opportunity. 

Florida’s A+ Plan for Education, which I signed into law in 1999, set into motion a better future for 
millions of students. Its policies, and others in the ensuing years, turned a bottom-ranked state 
into a national leader in student achievement, with steady rise in early literacy, math performance, 
graduation rates, advanced placement coursework and more. Most significantly, Florida’s historically 
underserved students—including Black and Hispanic students, students with disabilities, low-income 
students, English language learners and others—are now outperforming their 4th grade peers in 
virtually every other state across the nation.

Our work is far from over. Nationwide, ExcelinEd is committed to keeping all eyes on the future, 
where education remains the single most important investment states can make in their economic, 
community and societal success. 

Our challenge is that the future looks far different than it did just 20 years ago. We are living in a 
continually changing landscape of new technologies, new industries and global markets, where today’s 
students need 21st-century skills that our parents and grandparents could barely have imagined.

It is now imperative to transform our schools—every school— into world class centers of learning, 
through proven policy approaches. These include the expansion of educational freedom for more 
families; strong accountability measures that ensure students are learning; initiatives to reward and 
retain quality teachers; more equitable funding formulas that don’t leave kids behind; and new ways 
for high schoolers to prepare for college or earn workforce credentials that lead to good-paying jobs 
with a meaningful future. 

As we work to transform our education system, remember that slow motion means no motion for today’s 
students. Their future is now, and we hold the responsibility to act with vision, urgency and resolve. 

Thank you for joining ExcelinEd in this worthy mission. 

Onward,

Jeb Bush
Chairman, ExcelinEd

A Message from Our Chairman
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About ExcelinEd

Our Challenge
Organized around the needs of adults more than a 
century ago, America’s outdated education system 
is failing many of today’s students, leaving them 
unprepared for college or a career.

STUDENT-CENTERED POLICY SOLUTIONS
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1.  Programme for International Student Assessment
2.  National Assessment of Educational Progress
3.  National Center for Education Statistics
4.  ETS

The number of first-year college 
students needing remedial help.3

Our Solution
To address this education and economic crisis, 
former Florida Governor Jeb Bush launched the 
Foundation for Excellence in Education (ExcelinEd) 
to support state leaders in transforming education so 
that all children are equipped for success.

Focused on educational quality, innovation and 
opportunity—both within and outside of the 
traditional system—ExcelinEd advances a broad 
range of student-centered policy solutions that are 
increasing student learning, advancing equity and 
readying graduates for college and career.

Our Approach
We believe changing policy, changes lives. To achieve this:

 ► We customize policy solutions to fit each state’s 
unique context, needs and means.

 ► We bring deep policy expertise and 
implementation experience to state leaders.

 ► We collaborate to build capacity, helping 
policymakers and partners do more than they can  
on their own.

Where U.S. students rank 
internationally in math. They also rank 
18th in science and 15th in reading.1

35th

The percentage of fourth graders that 
are not performing on grade level in 
math or reading.2

The percentage of U.S. Millennials that 
are unable to effectively apply literacy 
or math skills in the workplace.4

60%

50%

1.7m

Our Impact

Student achievement is rising in states 
with strong school accountability systems.

Students are outpacing the nation  
in reading in states with a focus on  
early literacy.

More students are earning industry 
credentials or college credit in states 
offering incentives.

More children are benefitting from  
educational choice.
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Policy Solutions in the States

COMPUTER SCIENCE  
Advancing 21st Century Skills

Key computer science  
legislation adopted in eight  
states: AZ, CO, FL, MI,  
MS, MO, NC, PA

ExcelinEd in Action is the 501(c)(4) sister organization to the Foundation 
for Excellence in Education. ExcelinEd in Action works with state 
lawmakers and partner organizations to pass legislation that empowers 

families with educational choice, prepares students for college and career, prioritizes early literacy, 
expands innovation and strengthens school performance.

ARIZONA Support for Public Schools

$63 million
in New Funding for 
Charter Schools

$4 million
Increase in Early  
Literacy Grants

COLORADO Rewarding Results 

$5 million
Increase Over Five Years for Industry 
Certification and AP Incentives for 
Schools and Teachers

IDAHO  
Incentivizing 
Career Readiness

NEW Industry 
Certification 
Incentive Program

“Literacy is central to any child’s education. It is a 
foundational building block in the education our children 
need to face the challenges and seize the opportunities ahead 
of them in 21st-century America. The Reading Improvement 
Act will help ensure that our students have the skills they 
need to achieve their dreams.” 

Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts on signing the Nebraska 
Reading Improvement Act

NEBRASKA  
Command Focus on Early Literacy

Nation’s most comprehensive reading policy of the year

“Georgia continues to strive toward developing 
innovative and focused solutions designed to 
help all students thrive in the classroom and 
in the workforce. By expanding and enhancing 
these life-changing educational opportunities, 
Georgia’s families and students will continue 
to benefit and build the state as a world-class 
environment for working, living and learning.”

Governor Jeb Bush on the signing of Georgia HB 217 
(tax credit scholarships) and HB 787 (funding parity in 
public schools)

MISSOURI Expanding Access

+900,000 Students Served with Broadest  
Course Access Policy of Any State

“This legislation expands access to online courses 
for students across Missouri and provides 
opportunities for enrichment that are unavailable 
in their individual districts.” 

Missouri State Senator Gary Romine  
on HB 1606
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A Message from  
Our CEO

ExcelinEd’s 
work continued 
changing lives in 
2018, with 1.86 
million additional 
students 
gaining access 
to improved 
educational 

resources, better-fitting schools, 
innovations in learning and 21st-century 
career pathways. What an amazing year of 
progress, and to our many valued partners, 
thank you! 

Our team actively supported 45 states this 
year, plus Puerto Rico and Washington, 
DC, with a number of important 
wins highlighted on these pages and 
throughout the annual report.

Capping the year was our 2018 National 
Summit on Education Reform, where 
visionary speakers and strategic sessions 
empowered a thousand policymakers, 
partners and advocates for the continued 
work ahead. 

I’m gratified that ExcelinEd’s approach—
now in its second decade—has led 
since 2016 to 5.4 million students now 
benefitting from student-centered 
policies. Together we are making a 
difference in education systems across 
the nation, and I challenge us all to never 
give up until each and every child gets the 
quality education they deserve.

Thank you and God bless,

Patricia Levesque  
CEO, ExcelinEd

MICHIGAN Spurring Innovation

$100 million
for Workforce and Competency-Based Education

NORTH CAROLINA Rewarding Teachers 

$14 million
for Top-Performing Reading Teachers

SOUTH CAROLINA  
Providing Options

+$1 million to expand tax-credit scholarships for 
200 additional students. The $11 million program  
is now serving 2,000 low-income students. 

“When you put a kid in a good, safe learning environment, 
good results happen.”

Florida Speaker of the House Richard Corcoran  
on Hope Scholarships

FLORIDA First-in-the-Nation

Reading Scholarship Accounts for  
up to 19,000 Struggling Readers

Hope Scholarships providing choice for  
bullied students

+$25 million to serve an additional 2,300 
special needs students through education 
scholarship accounts.

GEORGIA Expanding Opportunity

Doubled tax-credit scholarship program cap  
to $100 million, creating capacity to serve  
nearly 10,000 additional students.

$21 million
Increase to Support Charter Schools
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By the Numbers | 2018 Impact

$197.4 million
in New Funding for Private 

Choice Programs in 7 States

$227 million
in Additional Funding for 

Charter Schools in 5 States

19
New or Expanded 

Choice Programs in 10 
States & Puerto Rico1st State

Enacting Choice Scholarships 
for Bullied Students (Florida)

42,000
Newly Funded Choice 

Scholarships in 6 States 
& Puerto Rico

8 States
with New or 

Improved Computer 
Science Policies

$153.1 million
in New Funding for Innovation 

Programs in 8 States

919,000
Students with Expanded Access 
to Blended Learning (Missouri)

1st State
Enacting Reading 

Scholarship Accounts 
(Florida)

11
States Strengthening 
School Accountability 

or Early Literacy 
Programs

$16.1 million
New Funding for Early 

Literacy Programs in 4 States

905,000
Students Benefitting from New or Improved 

Early Literacy Policies in 10 States

OPPORTUNITY
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N
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ExcelinEd in the States
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26
States & DC 
Implementation  
Support

AZ 59
Policies Passed/ 
Improved in 23  
States & Puerto Rico

601,000
Views of Choices  
in Education Videos

45
States Engaged  
Plus DC &  
Puerto Rico

5.1 million
Social Media Impressions

196,000
Views on Opportunity 
Learning Hub

544,000
Email Impressions

24
Expert  
Testimonies  
in 12 States

63
Policy &  
Communications  
Resources

282 Bills Engaged in  
36 States & Puerto Rico

38 Gubernatorial & State  
Chief Candidate Briefings

13 Advocacy Campaigns  
in 12 States

415
Education 
Reform Partners

82
State & National 
Speaking Engagements 
& Webinars

18.5 million
Digital Campaign Impressions

22
Policies Protected  
in 11 States



DEC. 5–7 | MARRIOTT MARQUIS WASHINGTON, DC | #EIE18

Advancing Quality, Innovation 
& Opportunity in Education

National Summit  
on Education Reform
Convening the Nation’s Leaders
ExcelinEd’s annual National Summit on Education 
Reform convenes more than a thousand state and 
national leaders, providing an unparalleled forum 
for exchanging results-based solutions and next-
generation strategies that can shape public policy so 
critical to improving education.

In 2018, the National Summit’s exceptional lineup 
of six keynote speakers inspired and empowered 
attendees to build a brighter future for our nation’s 
families. In addition to these keynotes, attendees 
chose from 12 in-depth strategy sessions on quality, 
innovation and opportunity in education. These 
can’t-miss conversations featured policy experts, 
legislators and educators sharing ways to shape and 
improve policies on behalf of all students.

#EIE18 HIGHLIGHTS

 ► 1,035 REGISTRANTS from 47 states, 
Puerto Rico & Washington, D.C.

 ► 94% OF ATTENDEES Rated #EIE18’s 
Content as “A” (Outstanding) or “B” 
(Above Average)

 ► 15,000 VISITORS to the Event Website

 ► 7.2 MILLION Reach via Email Outreach, 
Facebook and Twitter

 ► 3,000 #EIE18 Hashtag Uses

 ► 3,200+ YouTube Video Views

Students from Eagle Academy Public Charter School lead attendees in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

“I leave these conferences inspired for the 
work to come and with new policy ideas to 
advocate and champion back home.”

Ryan Aument – Senator, Pennsylvania Senate
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DEC. 5–7 | MARRIOTT MARQUIS WASHINGTON, DC | #EIE18

Advancing Quality, Innovation 
& Opportunity in Education

Stanford professor, behavioral 
researcher and author Chip 
Heath offers tips for creating 
powerful moments to inspire 
transformative change.

The OECD’s Andreas Schleicher 
provides insights on how the 
U.S. can learn from other 
countries to benefit our 
students and school systems.

U.S. Senator Ben Sasse opens 
the National Summit with a 
dynamic message on transforming 
rigid, 20th-century ideas of 
“schooling” into innovative and 
student-centered 21st-century 
opportunities for learning that 
serve all children.

Leading economist Dr. Raj Chetty shares empirical evidence and economic 
theory to help state leaders improve opportunity, realize equality and 
restore the American Dream.

ExcelinEd Board Member Joel 
Klein presents Success Academy 
Charter Schools founder Dr. Eva 
Moskowitz with the Excellence 
in Education Award for her work 
on behalf of New York City’s 
most disadvantaged students.

School choice pioneer 
Dr. Howard Fuller inspires 
attendees to fight to give every 
child the right to access a quality 
education.

“It was the best conference I 
have attended ever. Thank 
you for your leadership, for 
establishing the Summit, 
and for bringing the best 
experts and speakers to 
inspire big and bold actions 
for the work we do in our 
respective states.”

Lillian Hartgrove – Chair, 
Tennessee State Board of Education

“The National Summit on 
Education Reform is THE 
place to be for legislators 
and policymakers to come 
and listen to ideas that are 
working in other states.”

Anitere Flores 
Senator, Florida Senate

“I rarely go to conferences because they rarely seem worthy 
of time. [The National Summit] is the rare exception for me, 
and it was even better than I had hoped this year.”

Owen Hill – Senator, Colorado
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Thought Leadership in 
Education Opportunity
American Enterprise 
Institute hosted 
“Education Savings 
Accounts: Jeb Bush on 
the Future of Educational 
Choice,” featuring 

Governor Jeb Bush, ExcelinEd’s 
Adam Peshek and a panel of 
experts discussing Education 
Savings Accounts: The New 
Frontier in School Choice. AEI 

and ExcelinEd’s book provides a thorough overview 
of K-12 ESAs from leading legal experts, education 
scholars and advocates.
Photo credit: Aaron Clamage © American Enterprise Institute

Choices in Education Video Contest
ExcelinEd selected seven winners from hundreds 
of entries in its Choices in Education contest 
and joined nearly 7 million students, parents and 
advocates nationwide celebrating National School 
Choice Week.

Advocating for 
Students
Excellence in Education 
in Action conducted 
campaigns throughout 
the legislative season to 
advance private school 
choice in 12 states.

Career & Technical Education Month
Published an #AskExcelinEd blog series from policy 
experts on CTE topics.

Freshman Year for Free
Governor Jeb Bush and Modern 
States Education Alliance CEO 
Steve Klinsky jointly penned 
an op-ed for RealClear Policy, 
recommending How Governors 
Can Give All Students ‘Freshman 
Year for Free.’ The program offers 
online college courses to anyone 
for free, leading up to a full year of academic credit.

Excellence in Education Leadership Series
ExcelinEd in Action hosted roundtable discussions 
on education policy and leadership with featured 
guests including Alabama Governor Kay Ivey; 
Marshall Tuck, candidate for California State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction; and Nevada 
Attorney General Adam Laxalt.

Educational Equity
Launched an #AskExcelinEd series covering 
multiple policies on how states are advancing 
educational equity.

National Charter Schools Week
Published a blog series on public charter 
school growth, the value of charter schools to 
communities and the individual success stories of 
charter school students.

Thought Leadership in Education
Participated on panels at the Reagan Institute 
Summit on Education; Western Pathways 
Conference; NewSchools Summit; ECS Higher 
Education Policy Forum; National Alliance of Public 
Charter Schools Annual Summit; Personalized 
Learning Summit; and Education Writers 
Association National Seminar. 

2018 Year in Review
QUARTER ONE QUARTER TWO



11@ExcelinEd Annual Report 2018

Policy Playbooks
Published two playbooks for 
state policymakers to improve 
college & career pathways: 
Building Cross-Sector 
Partnerships to Support 
Career and Technical 
Education Pathways and 
Auditing a State Career 
and Technical Education 
Program for Quality. 

Summer Learning Series
Launched an #AskExcelinEd series featuring 
recommended reading, key resources and personal 
insights from each of ExcelinEd’s policy experts.

Transparency in School 
Accountability
Concluded a multi-year Know 
Your School project to empower 
states with a comprehensive 
toolkit of resources to develop 
a next-generation school report 
card, helping parents to make 

informed decisions about their child’s education.

Thought Leadership in Education
Participated on panels at the FutureEd event 
“Building a 21st Century School System” with 
Andreas Schleicher; National Strategic Planning 
and Analysis Research Center’s Data Summit; 
Center for Technology & Workforce Solutions; 
America Succeeds’ Age of Agility Tour; U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce’s Business Leads 
Fellowship Program; and a PIE Network webinar 
on Charter Funding.

Education Playbook
Produced a 
comprehensive education 
playbook to provide 
recommendations on 
nine key education 
policies for states, 
encouraging leadership 
in transforming 
education systems and 
implementing student-centered education reforms.

ESSA Interventions
Released a white paper, How to Recruit High-
Performing Charter Management Organizations to a 
New Region, to support states with options for the 
challenging work of school turnaround.

Opportunity 
Learning Hub
Launched an 
informational 
video series on 
educational choice.

Thought Leadership in Public School Choice
Presented new findings and recommendations for 
charter school success from ExcelinEd’s research, 
Time to Change Course: Reclaiming the Potential 
of Texas Charter Schools, A State Case Study, at 
the National Alliance of Public Charter Schools 
Annual Summit and on a Texas Public Policy 
Foundation podcast.

Perkins V Guidance
Released an #AskExcelinEd series on federal 
reauthorization of the Carl D. Perkins Career and 
Technical Education Act, accompanied by a policy 
brief, Opportunities, Challenges and Risks for States.

Peer Recognition
Selected as finalists for PIE Network’s annual Eddie! 
awards in four of five categories: Game Changer 
of the Year, Network MVP (ExcelinEd CEO Patricia 
Levesque), Best Kept Secret and Best Ensemble Cast.

QUARTER THREE QUARTER FOUR

Building Cross-Sector Partnerships 
to Support Career and Technical 
Education Pathways 

A PLAYBOOK FOR STATE POLICYMAKERS 

Dr. Danielle Mezera, Principal Consultant, DCM Consulting 

Quentin Sufren, Managing Director of Innovation Policy, ExcelinEd 

APRIL  2018  

Auditing a State Career  
and Technical Education  
Program for Quality

A PLAYBOOK FOR STATE POLICYMAKERS

Dr. Danielle Mezera, Principal Consultant, DCM Consulting

Quentin Suffren, Managing Director of Innovation Policy, ExcelinEd

AUGUST 2018

2018

EDUCATION
PLAYBOOK

It is more important than ever before for states to 
create transparent online school report card tools that 
clearly communicate vital information about public 
schools to parents and community members. When 
done well, school report cards can empower families 
by helping parents understand complex school data, 
make informed choices about the school that is right 
for their child, and offer strategies to engage with 
schools to discuss academic achievement. ExcelinEd 
offers extensive resources to assist states in creating 
public reporting tools that reflect state priorities 
and serve as parent-friendly communications and 
engagement tools.

Several years ago, ExcelinEd sponsored a design 
competition to bring creative ideas to address an 
ongoing opportunity—and challenge—for states 
across the nation: improving access to powerful 
school accountability data. Following the competition, 

ExcelinEd worked with winners Collaborative 
Communications and Social Driver, as well as 
community data partner Jacksonville Public 
Education Fund, to bring the winning design to life.

The project team developed and launched the Know 
Your School Project, an exemplar online school 
report card tool featuring real data from the state of 
Florida. The tool and related supporting resources 
for states showcase best practices for building 
user-friendly report cards, from a mobile-first 
interface to parent-friendly content and design. 

ExcelinEd is excited to make the tool’s open-source 
code and implementation resources publicly 
available to provide states with everything they need 
to enhance their own public reporting tools.

 

INFORMED PARENTS. BETTER SCHOOLS.

Reinvent School Report Cards to Empower Families

Get started by visiting our website at  
www.ExcelinEd.org/quality/school-report-cards 

Sunshine Elementary School’s overall performance is 
higher than 89% of elementary schools in the state.

Congratulate your principal and teachers and ask how 
you can get involved.A

B C D FA

2016-17 School
Grade
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POLICY 
SOLUTIONS
Establish a comprehensive, 
statewide K-3 reading 
program that includes:

Teacher Training

Funding Support

Early Literacy 
Screening

Parent Notification

Individualized Plans

Progress Monitoring

Retention with More 
Intensive Intervention

Early Literacy
Reading is the Gateway to Learning
A comprehensive reading policy that begins in kindergarten with the 
goal of all students reading on grade level by the end of third grade.

Early literacy received a command focus in dozens of states in 2018, 
with ExcelinEd supporting this foundational policy in 31 of them. In ten 
states, ExcelinEd’s support for new or improved early literacy policies 
benefited nearly one million students this year, enhanced by $16.1 
million in new funding in four of those states. 

Highlights in 2018 include Nebraska’s adoption of the nation’s most 
comprehensive reading policy of the year, while Florida created the 
nation’s first Reading Scholarship Accounts for struggling readers. 
Arizona improved its policies to support struggling K-3 readers, enhance 
reading instruction training for teachers and strengthen school-based 
reading plans. Colorado enhanced literacy-focused professional 
development for teachers while also growing funding for its early 
literacy grant program.

State Spotlight on Early Literacy: Mississippi
Since the enactment of Mississippi’s Literacy-Based Promotion Act, 
the state has made substantial improvement in student reading 
achievement, as documented by state and national tests. The most 
recent National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) data 
show that for Grade 4 Reading, Mississippi has increased student 
proficiency by approximately six percentage points since policy 
enactment. In that same time frame, the percent of students reading 
below Basic decreased by nearly seven percentage points. Mississippi 
is now 2nd in the nation for improvements in 4th grade reading.

“Student achievement is 
on the rise in Mississippi 
because of our major 
focus on literacy, high 
academic standards and 
maintaining a strong 
accountability system 
that clearly shows how 
well schools and districts 
are serving students. 
ExcelinEd has been a 
key partner in this work 
to improve student 
outcomes.” 

State Superintendent  
of Education  
Carey M. Wright, Ed.D.

MISSISSIPPI 4TH GRADE READING 
PERFORMANCE ON NAEP (by percentage)
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STATE ADVOCACY 
AND POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

Policy Engagement
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
engaged in policy development, 
adoption or implementation.

Policy Passed or Improved
Reflects states where ExcelinEd in 
Action helped pass or improve K–3 
reading policies.

Policy Implementation
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
provided technical assistance 
and policy expertise to support 
K–3 reading policy and program 
implementation.

ST

ExcelinEd engaged in 31 states on Early Literacy in 2018

RESEARCH &  
RESOURCES

With generous support from 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 
ExcelinEd worked closely with 
state literacy leaders in seven 
states (Colorado, 
Indiana, Michigan, 
Mississippi, North 
Carolina, Nevada 
and South Carolina) to 
explore in-depth the 
impact of K-3 reading 
policy and to produce 
state-customized 
communications tools, 
including Spanish-
language resources.

Impact Study: An Inside Look  
at Indiana’s K-3 Reading Policy
Quantitative and qualitative 
research helps states evaluate 
the effectiveness of existing 
K–3 reading programs and 
identify areas for improvement.

THOUGHT  
LEADERSHIP

Building Successful Communities of Practice:  
The K-3 Reading Network
ExcelinEd convenes policy practitioners and key 
stakeholders from states with active early literacy 
programs or those who are pursuing the policy. 
The K-3 Reading Network, a cohort that grew 
in 2018 to 15 states, shares lessons learned and 
best practices for effective policy implementation 
through in-person and virtual gatherings.

The Science of Learning: Pre-K and Early Literacy
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured 
Mississippi State Superintendent Carey Wright, 
University of Illinois’ Distinguished Professor 
Emeritus Timothy Shanahan, AppleTree Institute’s 
Jack McCarthy and Campaign for Grade-Level 
Reading’s Ralph Smith.

AUGUST 2018 

INDIANA PUBLIC LAW 109: 
An Inside Look 

Prepared by: 

RMC Research Corporation 

Tampa, Florida 

¡HAGA QUE TODOS  
SE DIVIERTAN 
LEYENDO EN FAMILIA! 
Recorte y use estos marcapáginas 
para ayudar a sus hijos a mejorar su 
lectura. Cada marcapáginas incluye  
un consejo para apoyar la lectura  
en el hogar.  

Visite stand.org/early-literacy para  
obtener más detalles en inglés sobre  
La Ley READ y la lectoescritura temprana 
en Colorado.

RECURSOS ADICIONALES
Consulte las listas  
de libros por edades en 
readingrockets.org/books/summer.

Visite startwithabook.org/sms 
para inscribirse y recibir consejos 
de lectura por mensaje de texto en 
español o inglés. 

¡HAGA 
PREGUNTAS
SOBRE LO QUE

ESTÁN LEYENDO!

Visite stand.org/early-literacy.

AYUDE A SUS NIÑOS 
A ENTENDER LO

QUE ESTÁN LEYENDO.
Haga preguntas con 
frecuencia sobre los 
personajes y lo que 

está sucediendo  
en la historia. 

¡LEAN POR

20 MINUTOS
CADA DÍA!

Visite stand.org/early-literacy.

LEER DURANTE 20 MINUTOS
CADA DÍA PUEDE AYUDAR
A QUE LOS NIÑOS LEAN
A SU NIVEL DE GRADO.
Aproveche cada oportunidad 
para leer, ya sean libros, 
el pronóstico del clima, 
un mapa o recetas de cocina. 

Visite stand.org/early-literacy.

USE

VOCES Y
SONIDOS

¡HAGA QUE LEER
SEA INTERESANTE 
Y DIVERTIDO! 
Use diferentes voces,
sonidos y gestos.

Summer time brings more time for reading!
Read to Achieve (RtA) Summer Reading Camp is a FREE camp for kids going into first 
through third grades who could use extra help with reading. Camps are sponsored by 
districts and schools, and typically last 3-5 weeks.

Reading over the summer can help prevent kids from falling behind and ensure they’re 
ready for the new school year. RtA Summer Reading Camps are fun and build both 
reading skills and self-confidence.

RtA Summer Reading Camp Features:
  Students receive targeted and individualized support to become successful  
   and confident readers. 

  Students work in small groups and one-on-one with licensed teachers, many  
   of whom specialize in reading instruction.

  All instructional activities are based on each student’s assessed needs and  
   strengths.

  The program includes a focus on reading to build oral reading fluency;    
   grade-level reading for comprehension; word study for phonics, spelling,   
   and vocabulary instruction; and writing in response to reading.

  This extra support will prepare your child for future years of reading and  
   comprehending text across subject areas. 

  Camps provide an opportunity for third graders to demonstrate sufficient  
   reading skills for promotion to the fourth grade at the end of camp. 

Visit NorthCarolinaRead.com

Summer Reading Camps are filling up fast!  
To find a camp near you, visit: 
NorthCarolinaRead.com/literacy-programs

FREE SUMMER 
READING CAMPS!

READ TO ACHIEVE
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POLICY 
SOLUTIONS
Every state can improve 
assessment systems with 
fewer, better tests: 

Provide More Time 
for Instruction 

 ► Move the assessment 
to the last three 
weeks of school 

 ► Shorten the state 
testing window

Streamline 
Assessment Systems 

 ► Eliminate duplicative, 
low-quality or 
unnecessary tests 

Empower Teachers 
with Usable, Timely 
Information 

 ► Provide student score 
reports to current 
year and incoming 
teachers to better 
inform instruction  

Innovate

 ► Utilize online 
assessments to 
accelerate delivery 
and scoring

School Accountability
A-F School Grading Drives Student Success
Transparent, objective school accountability systems increase student 
performance and spur school improvement.

ExcelinEd engaged with more than two dozen states in 2018 to support 
school accountability policies and provide technical assistance on 
implementation. Late in the year and after years of debate, Michigan 
delivered on its goal to help failing schools by passing A-F school grading 
legislation. Ohio also delivered an overall A-F rating after years of rating 
only the indicators. Also of note, Mississippi, Florida and other states 
across the nation maintained their rigorous A-F systems during the first 
year of compliance with the federal Every Student Succeeds Act.

State Spotlight on School Accountability: Florida
Rigorous accountability policy has Florida leading the nation on 
improvements in student learning. Notably, the state’s fourth 
graders significantly outperformed the nation in both reading and 
math. And every student subgroup in Florida—including Black 
and Hispanic students, students with disabilities, low-income 
students and English language learners—outperformed their 
peers nationwide in grades 4 and 8 reading and grade 4 math.

SCALE SCORE IMPROVEMENT THROUGH 2017 
SINCE IMPLEMENTING A–F GRADES IN 1999

+23

+8

  Source: 2017 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

FLORIDANATION FLORIDANATION

4th Grade 
Reading

+31

+17

4th Grade 
Math

“Rethink school accountability. 
The point of testing is to assess 
the progress of students and 
use the data to reward success 
and reverse failure. Measure 
what you care about and utilize 
technology to get the results 
back to teachers quickly.”

Governor Jeb Bush
(USA Today, November 2018)
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STATE ADVOCACY 
AND POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

Policy Engagement
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
engaged in policy development, 
adoption or implementation.

Policy Passed or Improved
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
in Action helped pass or improve 
school accountability policies.

Policy Implementation
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
provided technical assistance and 
policy expertise to support school 
accountability policy and program 
implementation.

ST

ExcelinEd engaged in 27 states on School Accountability in 2018

RESEARCH &  
RESOURCES

Analysis: ESSA State Plans Landscape  
and Key Trends
The U.S. Department of Education has approved 
Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) plans for all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. This provided 
an opportunity to update our landscape analysis of 
these plans to reflect the final, approved versions. 

A-F School Grading: 
Communications Toolkit
ExcelinEd hosted states in  
a strategic workshop using  
the toolkit. 

Comprehensive 
Toolkit for States 
to Develop 
Next-Generation  
School Report 
Cards

THOUGHT  
LEADERSHIP

Innovations in Student Assessment and Reporting
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured 
AIR Assessment’s Jon Cohen, strategist Aimee 
Guidera, NWEA’s Jason Mendenhall and 
Spotlight’s Michael Fee.

Policy and Technical Support to States
ExcelinEd’s Senior Policy Fellow, Christy Hovanetz, 
Ph.D., participated on Mississippi’s and Arizona’s 
accountability technical advisory committees.

School Accountability Workshop
ExcelinEd convened representatives from 12 states 
(Alabama, Arizona, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Texas and Utah) to provide 
strategies for meeting new ESSA requirements and 
communicating school grading results.

www.ExcelinEd.org 
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Case Study 2
March 2017 

Developing Online 
School Report Cards
Building a Data Tool That Enhances Parent Understanding  

and Engagement 

It is more important than ever before for states to 
create transparent online school report card tools that 
clearly communicate vital information about public 
schools to parents and community members. When 
done well, school report cards can empower families 
by helping parents understand complex school data, 
make informed choices about the school that is right 
for their child, and offer strategies to engage with 
schools to discuss academic achievement. ExcelinEd 
offers extensive resources to assist states in creating 
public reporting tools that reflect state priorities 
and serve as parent-friendly communications and 
engagement tools.

Several years ago, ExcelinEd sponsored a design 
competition to bring creative ideas to address an 
ongoing opportunity—and challenge—for states 
across the nation: improving access to powerful 
school accountability data. Following the competition, 

ExcelinEd worked with winners Collaborative 
Communications and Social Driver, as well as 
community data partner Jacksonville Public 
Education Fund, to bring the winning design to life.

The project team developed and launched the Know 
Your School Project, an exemplar online school 
report card tool featuring real data from the state of 
Florida. The tool and related supporting resources 
for states showcase best practices for building 
user-friendly report cards, from a mobile-first 
interface to parent-friendly content and design. 

ExcelinEd is excited to make the tool’s open-source 
code and implementation resources publicly 
available to provide states with everything they need 
to enhance their own public reporting tools.

 

INFORMED PARENTS. BETTER SCHOOLS.

Reinvent School Report Cards to Empower Families

Get started by visiting our website at  
www.ExcelinEd.org/quality/school-report-cards 

Sunshine Elementary School’s overall performance is 
higher than 89% of elementary schools in the state.

Congratulate your principal and teachers and ask how 
you can get involved.A

B C D FA

2016-17 School
Grade

Case Study 1
November 2016 

Reimagining School 
Report Cards
Laying the Groundwork for Enhanced Data Transparency and  

School Accountability through an Innovative, Parent-Friendly  

Online Resource
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POLICY 
SOLUTIONS

Implement Student-
Centered Funding
Funding follows the 
child, regardless of 
district boundaries.

Maximize Financial 
Transparency 
Require districts to 
report, for each school, 
actual revenue and 
expenditures per student. 

Use Performance 
Funding
Reward schools 
for student success, 
particularly with  
at-risk students.

Provide Fair Funding 
for Choice
Students get fair funding 
regardless of whether 
they attend a traditional 
public school or a public 
charter school.

Education Funding
Putting Students at the Center  
of State Education Funding
Policies that prioritize each student’s learning by funding education 
in a way that is fair, transparent and promotes local empowerment 
and choice.

States continue working to revise outdated practices in education 
funding to improve outcomes for students and transparency for 
taxpayers. In 2018, Oklahoma implemented school-level financial 
transparency, empowering school leaders to examine per-pupil spending 
and how it compares to similar schools. The state joins the rank of 
Colorado, Georgia and Texas in focusing on optimizing resources and 
improving opportunity and fairness.

ExcelinEd’s engagement this year helped Arizona retain its new 
performance-funding practices, in which high-performing schools are 
rewarded with more funding—and schools that specifically succeed with 
low-income students get even more funding. ExcelinEd’s research shows 
that this approach incentivizes better outcomes, promotes innovation 
and allows high-performing schools to serve more students, particularly 
those who are at-risk.

Performance Funding Improves Student Learning
ExcelinEd’s research and modeling tool demonstrates that 
student learning improves when performance funding is high (as 
a proportion of overall funding). Learning gains are even more 
significant for at-risk students, where extra funding for their 
success can narrow achievement gaps. 

“Some children need a smaller 
school, some need a more 
focused school or curriculum, 
some just need a different 
environment. Charter schools 
can offer that, and fair funding 
is very important to have 
success in the charter school 
arena. With ExcelinEd in Action 
and other great partners, we 
passed a fair funding bill last 
year in Georgia that will really 
make a big difference for 
our state-authorized charter 
schools. And we’re not done.” 

Georgia Representative Jan Jones

No Performance-Based 
Funding

Low Proportion of Funding 
is Performance Based

High Proportion of Funding 
is Performance Based

0%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

10%

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS ACHIEVING MASTERY

80%

96%

84%
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STATE ADVOCACY 
AND POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

Policy Engagement
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
engaged in policy development, 
adoption or implementation.

Policy Passed or Improved
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
in Action helped pass or improve 
education funding policies.

ExcelinEd engaged in 24 states & Puerto Rico on Education Funding in 2018

RESEARCH &  
RESOURCES

Performance Funding
Policy brief, white paper and 
analytical tool for states 
to assess design options 
and better identify impacts 
related to affordability and 
equity.

Course Access  
Opportunity Incentive
Policy brief demonstrating 
how states can incentivize 
districts to provide all 
students with access to 
critical courses, an effective 
way to improve equity.

THOUGHT  
LEADERSHIP

Dollars Driving Results: Funding Lessons  
from Higher Ed
2018 National Summit Strategy Session 
featured America Achieves’ Jon Schnur, Indiana 
Commissioner for Higher Education Teresa 
Lubbers, Texas State Technical College System’s 
Michael Reeser and Florida Southwestern State 
College’s Lawrence Miller.

How Can States Allocate Resources  
to Achieve Fiscal Equity?
ExcelinEd Policy Director Matthew Joseph 
discusses how states can implement student-
centered funding and highlights some promising 
practices from states across the country.

www.ExcelinEd.org 

EDUCATION FUNDING REFORM
Issue Brief: Performance Funding  

ExcelinEd Policy Toolkit - 2018

OVERVIEW 
Across states, there is a growing interest in funding the outcomes of education, as opposed to the inputs. To facilitate 
further conversations and inform potential state actions, ExcelinEd developed a financial modeling tool. It helps state 
policymakers understand the financial implications of performance funding (i.e., funding districts to some degree 
based on how well their students are doing). The tool does not restrict policymakers to one way of doing performance 
funding but instead allows them to explore alternatives on key design issues. Based on these decisions, it then 
compares overall funding under a performance funding system to the existing, enrollment funding system for an entire 
state. It also calculates the return on investment. To examine equity, it shows impact on at-risk students and on 
districts that have a high percentage of at-risk students. 

This issue brief provides a brief rationale for performance funding and utility of the modeling tool, describes the core 
elements of the modeling tool and shares some important findings from early use of the tool. A separate paper 
provides more details on the research behind performance funding and how best to design it for optimal results. These 
materials were prepared with the help of Dr. Larry Miller, the nation’s foremost expert on performance funding in K-12 
education, and with the generous support of the Jaquelin Hume Foundation.1 

Why Performance Funding? 

There are two major reasons why state policymakers are considering performance funding in K-12 education. First, it is 
more sensible to pay for what really matters: outcomes in terms of student performance and success, as opposed to 
inputs like seat-time. Indeed, there is broad agreement that linking payment to performance creates an incentive for 
better performance, and in fact, this has happened in higher education and other industries. In other words, 
performance funding should result in better outcomes for students as districts are more motivated to do what it takes 
for their students to succeed. 

Second, the focus on outcomes allows policymakers to worry less about the inputs, like the number of hours of 
instruction or class size. As a result, districts are freed to innovate. One area of particular relevance is mastery-based 
approaches to personalized learning, where students progress only when they demonstrate mastery of curricular 
content and applications. In a mastery-based system, teachers meet students where they are, and students 
demonstrate mastery at varying paces. Seat-time funding does not currently account for or support these mastery-
based progressions. Some leading states are finding ways around the existing funding system, but enrollment-based 
funding provides neither an incentive for districts to personalize learning nor the resources districts need to implement 
it effectively.2 

Key Issues to Address 

Even as policymakers contemplate performance funding in K-12 education, two important questions arise. The first is 
about financial affordability and predictability for the state budget. At a statewide level, student enrollment does not 
typically bounce up or down by significant percentages each year. Under performance funding, what happens if 20 
percent more students succeed than anticipated? 

1 To download the tool, see Performance Funding Model Tool. For the more detailed context, see ExcelinEd's Conceptual Framework for 
Performance Funding (2018). 
2 For more details, see ExcelinEd, Competency-Based Education & School Finance (2017). 
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Funding Weight or Flat Funding Amount Per Course 
A funding weight is a multiplier of the base funding that provides additional dollars for identified priorities or purposes. 
The weight value illustrated in this brief is one example of how a state could provide the Course Access Opportunity 
Incentive. States would need to estimate the amount of funding that would best incentivize districts under their 
individual environments. At $7,200 per student, the base equals $600 for each of 12 semester-long courses in a 
student’s full course load. For example, a weight of 1.5, or 50 percent above base, would provide $300 extra per 
course for a district to pay the course provider as well as cover the other costs of supporting the student.  

There are some advantages of the weight approach. Most state funding formulas include other weights (e.g., for 
students with disabilities or for students who take career and technical education courses). So, a course access weight 
will fit right in. Also, the state does not have to make separate adjustments to the weight for inflation. By adjusting 
the base funding, the same weight will automatically produce a higher amount.  

In lieu of a weight, states can set a flat funding amount for each course a district’s students take through course 
access—for instance, $300 for each course. One benefit of this approach is that it works in states that do not fund 
districts through base funding or weights. It is also more intuitive and can more naturally adjust based on how much 
districts are having to pay course providers. 

Regardless of whether a state opts for a weight or flat funding amount, the Course Access Opportunity Incentive is 
incorporated by the state each year, as with any other part of the funding formula, into the budget. The additional 
funding provides an incentive for districts to participate in course access and does not limit student participation each 
year. It is up to the state to decide the additional funding amount for either weighted funding or flat funding amounts 
per course, balancing underfunding (thereby negating the incentive) with overfunding (potentially incentivizing abuse) 
based on the state’s circumstances. 

Cost of the Course Access Opportunity Incentive 

The Course Access Opportunity Incentive is by far the more affordable approach to ensuring equal opportunity to 
students. In the earlier illustration regarding Physics courses in Missouri, the state would provide an incentive of $300 
for 1,665 students (three students at each of the 555 secondary schools), or $499,500, in comparison to $28.7 million 
for Physics teachers at each school. That is a reduction of 98 percent, as shown in the chart below. 

 

$28,704,600 

$499,500 
$0

$5,000,000

$10,000,000

$15,000,000

$20,000,000

$25,000,000

$30,000,000

$35,000,000

Without Incentive With Incentive

Cost of Equal Access to Physics

www.ExcelinEd.org 

COURSE ACCESS OPPORTUNITY INCENTIVE
How States Can Incentivize Districts to Provide  

All Students with Access to Critical Courses  
November 2018

INTRODUCTION 
Learner-centered education requires broad access to high-quality coursework. However, too many students in the 
United States are underprepared for long-term success in college and career due to a lack of access to diverse, rigorous 
courses they need to pursue strong pathways. A course access policy can help states address gaps in access to courses. 
And to ensure students can benefit fully from a course access program, states should consider creating a Course Access 
Opportunity Incentive to encourage school districts to promote student participation in the program. 

COURSE ACCESS TO EXPAND ACCESS AND EQUITY 
Across the nation, there are significant gaps between the course offerings students want or need to pursue and what 
can be offered by their local district or school. These gaps may be due to the lack of qualified instructional staff, tight 
budgets or even a dearth of other course providers.  

The Problem: U.S. High Schools Do Not Offer Access to Critical Courses 

ExcelinEd’s analysis1 of the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights Data Collection2 (CRDC) reveals that 
more than half of our nation’s high schools do not offer Calculus, and more than 4 in 10 high schools do not offer 
Physics. Among high schools serving high populations of minority students, 70 percent do not offer Calculus, while 40 
percent of schools serving low populations of minority students do not offer Calculus.  

Gaps in Access to Courses Highlight Two Pressing Issues 

Lack of equity of access to core courses 
among schools. 

Lack of opportunities for students to 
prepare for college and career. 

Moreover, as students progress through the education system, their potential future opportunities continue to diminish 
due to lack of access. The CRDC asks schools for information on course offerings for each of these sequential high 
school math courses: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Advanced Math and Calculus. The data collection found that 
schools are less likely to offer a math course the higher in the progression it lies.  

Without access to math and science courses in high schools, many students will struggle to pursue 
postsecondary credentials or the advanced career training needed for entry to middle- and higher-wage 

careers.   

1 Foundation for Excellence in Education (ExcelinEd), “College and Career Pathways: Equity and Access,” October 2018.  
2 United States Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, “STEM Course Taking,” April 2018. 
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College & Career Pathways 
Preparing All Students for Future Success 
Policies that support students, schools and teachers by expanding 
opportunities for all students to learn in-demand skills, attain college 
credit and complete a pathway to college and career success.

College and career pathways, particularly workforce education, drew 
strong interest in 2018, with a command focus by dozens of governors 
on in-demand skills essential to student success. More than two-thirds 
of states looked to improve computer science education, with nearly 20 
of them—including Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Michigan, Mississippi, 
Missouri, North Carolina and Pennsylvania—enacting new computer 
science policies.

Michigan enacted its robust Marshall Plan with $100 million, including 
funding for schools whose students earn in-demand industry credentials. 
Missouri approved a course access policy, a critical tool for improving 
equity. Idaho improved alignment between K-12 education and 
workforce demand with an incentive grant for schools, and Colorado 
expanded its Career Development Success Program, which rewards 
schools when students earn an in-demand industry credential or pass an 
AP exam in computer science.

POLICY 
SOLUTIONS

Strengthen the 
Quality and Alignment 
of Career Pathways  

 ► Conduct a CTE 
program audit

 ► Make changes in 
program offerings

 ► Incentivize outcomes

Close Access  
& Equity Gaps  

 ► Conduct an audit  
of course offerings 
and access

 ► Implement policies 
that improve course 
access for all students

 ► Inform families of 
courses needed for 
college and career 
readiness

Give Students  
a Head Start 

 ► Incentivize outcomes 
for college or career-
ready credentials, such 
as AP coursework or 
industry certifications

“So many areas of the state are 
changing their approach to 
education, and the Marshall 
Plan for Talent brings everyone 
together on the best approaches 
to match educational skills with 
available well-paying jobs.”

Michigan Governor Rick Snyder
(on signing into law the framework of the 
Marshall Plan for Talent)

Incentives for AP Courses Show Results in Florida
Florida introduced AP incentives in 2007. The state now ranks 3rd 
in the nation for improvement in AP success over the past decade, 
achieving an 82 percent improvement from 2008 to 2018. Florida 
also ranks 3rd in the nation for AP student success in 2018 alone, 
competing closely with the top two states that have a much 
smaller percentage of low-income students.

82% INCREASE 
OVER TEN YEARS

Florida Students Passing 
at Least One Advanced 
Placement Exam

Percentage of Low-Income Students

Source: College Board and 
Florida Department of Education

2008 2018

52,189

28,704

The top three states 
are separated by only 
1.2 percentage points.

CT
MA

FL

12 3

Florida achieves this while having a high 
percentage of low-income students.

FLORIDA 59%

U.S. AVERAGE 52%

MASSACHUSETTS 40%

CONNECTICUT 38%
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STATE ADVOCACY 
AND POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

Policy Engagement
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
engaged in policy development, 
adoption or implementation.

Policy Passed or Improved
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
in Action helped pass or improve 
college & career pathways.

Policy Implementation
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
provided technical assistance and 
policy expertise to support college 
& career pathways and program 
implementation.

ST

ExcelinEd engaged in 40 states on College & Career Pathways in 2018

RESEARCH &  
RESOURCES

CTE Playbook Series
ExcelinEd published two 
additions to its Career & 
Technical Education 
Playbook series. This 
practical guide offers 
specific, sequential steps 
to help states better align 
education programs with 
employer demand.

Industry Certifications  
Policy Brief
ExcelinEd examined how 
state incentives for industry 
certifications are enhancing 
student success and 
preparation for the workforce.

Core Course Equity  
and Access Report
ExcelinEd conducted a national 
analysis on availability of core 
courses needed for college and 
career success, helping states to 
improve equity and access for 
all students.

THOUGHT  
LEADERSHIP

Fast Tracks to the Economy’s Most In-Demand 
Jobs: Strengthening State Career and Technical 
Education Programs
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured 
America Succeeds’ Jason Gaulden, San Antonio 
Works’ Romanita Matta-Barrera, Colonial School 
District Assistant Superintendent Jeffrey Menzer 
and DCM Consulting’s Danielle Mezera.

Hacking College Access and Affordability
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured 
Education Commission of the States’ Jennifer 
Zinth, Modern States Education Alliance’s Steve 
Klinsky, high school principal Andrew Vincent and 
Rice University’s Richard Baraniuk.

IT + CS Business Advisory Council
ExcelinEd and Code.org continued its partnership 
work with the IT + CS Business Advisory Council 
to address the IT and computer science skills gap.

Building Cross-Sector Partnerships 
to Support Career and Technical 
Education Pathways 

A PLAYBOOK FOR STATE POLICYMAKERS 

Dr. Danielle Mezera, Principal Consultant, DCM Consulting 

Quentin Sufren, Managing Director of Innovation Policy, ExcelinEd 

APRIL  2018  

Auditing a State Career  
and Technical Education  
Program for Quality

A PLAYBOOK FOR STATE POLICYMAKERS

Dr. Danielle Mezera, Principal Consultant, DCM Consulting

Quentin Suffren, Managing Director of Innovation Policy, ExcelinEd

AUGUST 2018

www.ExcelinEd.org 
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Industry Certifications Policy Brief  
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Industry Certifications: Incentives for Student Success and Preparation for the Workforce

WHAT ARE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS?
Industry certifications are industry-recognized credentials that employers use to certify than an applicant is 
qualified for a job. These certifications have global portability and value. Examples of industry certifications 
include:  welding, certified production technicians and machinists (Advanced Manufacturing), information 
technology (CompTIA A+, CCNA, etc.), ASE mechanics, construction (carpentry, masonry, & electrical), 
AutoCAD, and many more.

Students who earn industry certifications have a leg up on finding good-paying, in-demand jobs because the 
certifications are globally portable and valuable to employers.  Often, these industry certifications are 
stackable into a postsecondary credential. Industry certifications help employers find qualified applicants 
and the state fill vacant positions in demand.

WHY ARE INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS NEEDED?
Industry certifications are needed because:

• Many recent high school graduates are entering the workforce with only a high school diploma, 
which, in of itself, is not greatly valued by employers. In the U.S., the college-going rate for the 
class of 2015 was 69% (44% 4-year institutions and 25% 2-year institutions). Over 930,000 high school 
completers in 2015 entered the workforce with only a high school diploma.

• Many college students do not complete college and are potentially entering the workforce without a 
credential. For the fall cohort of 2011, 711,000 left postsecondary education without a credential, 
and an additional 267,000 were still enrolled six years after entering postsecondary education.

• According to a Gallup-Strada poll in 2017 of college graduates, only 53% believe their major will lead 
to a good-paying job and roughly 1/3 (34%) strongly agree that they will graduate with the 
knowledge and skills to be successful in the job market.  

• According to the Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce, 65% of U.S. job 
openings by 2020 will require some postsecondary education with 30% of those projected job 
openings requiring some postsecondary education short of a bachelor’s degree. 

• Skilled trades are the hardest jobs to fill in the U.S. for the 7th consecutive year, according to the 
2016 ManpowerGroup Talent Shortage Survey. Globally, IT jobs are the second hardest to fill 
according to the ManpowerGroup.

HOW DO STATES ENCOURAGE K-12 SCHOOLS TO OFFER INDUSTRY CERTIFICATIONS TO STUDENTS?
States can encourage school districts to offer industry certification courses to students through a financial 
incentive tied to performance. In other words, schools earn bonus funding for each student who earns an 
industry certification. Out of that funding, the teachers who provided the instruction that leads to the 
industry certification would earn a bonus.
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COLLEGE AND CAREER PATHWAYS:  
EQUITY AND ACCESS 

ExcelinEd Civil Rights Data Collection Analysis- 2018 
 

By 2020, 65 percent of jobs will require a postsecondary credential, meaning anything from a bachelor’s degree to 
industry-recognized credentials. Without access to essential math and science classes in high school, many students 
will graduate from high school unprepared for postsecondary learning and the opportunities it offers. To ensure 
students have opportunities to acquire a postsecondary credential, we need to know what courses are available to 
them during high school. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Analysis Findings 
ExcelinEd’s new analysis of data from the U.S. Department of Education reveals that too many students in every state 
do not have the chance to take fundamental courses needed to prepare them for college and career.  

• Nationally, millions of students lack access to key courses that 
would prepare them for college and career. 

• Access is inequitable: it is worse for schools with high 
populations of minority students and schools with high 
populations of low-income students. 

Solutions for States 
If states know which math, science and advanced learning 
opportunities students have access to, they can better understand how 
that access (or lack thereof) may impact students’ futures as well as 
the future of local, state and national workforces and economies. 
ExcelinEd has identified a three-step process states can consider 
using to overcome gaps in access to core courses. 

1. Evaluate: Conduct a statewide audit of course offerings and 
access. 

2. Communicate: Inform families of courses necessary for college 
and career readiness and options to access those courses. 

3. Improve: Identify policy solutions to improve access for 
students. 

  

CONTENTS 
Part 1: The Analysis – 2 

Part 2: Our Findings - 3 

• Students Lack Access to College 
and Career Preparation Courses 

• Lack of Access Reveals Equity 
Issues for Certain School Types 

Part 3: Solutions for States - 6 

• Evaluate 
• Communicate 
• Improve 

Part 4: Additional Findings  
and Access Comparison - 9 

Appendices A-D - 14 

About the Data Source 

Since 1968, the U.S. Department of Education’s Civil Rights Data Collection (CRDC) has collected data on key 
education and civil rights issues in our nation's public schools. CRDC offers a variety of information including 
student enrollment and educational programs and services, which the Department of Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) collects and publishes the biennial data collection. 

In April 2018, OCR released the 2015-16 CRDC. The information in this data collection is self-reported by 17,300 
public school districts and 96,400 public schools and educational programs (a 99.8 percent response rate). The data 
include access to math (Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Advanced Math and Calculus), science (Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics) and college-credit bearing courses (Advanced Placement and dual enrollment).  
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Next Generation Learning
Reimagining Learning for the 21st Century
Providing innovative educators with flexibility and support to meet 
the needs of all students.

ExcelinEd’s strategy to advance mastery-based, personalized learning 
expanded in 2018 to encompass a broader range of innovative models 
and strategies comprehensively described as Next Generation Learning. 
Our progress included implementation support and/or engagement 
in 29 states, ranging from continued technical assistance with robust 
NextGen pilot programs, notably in Idaho, Nevada, Utah and Florida, 
to dozens of engagements across the country advising educators and 
policymakers. Michigan passed a robust education omnibus bill that 
included grants for districts to pilot competency-based education, while 
Utah lifted the cap on its current pilot program. Florida’s Competency-
Based Education Pilot Program, a network of five pilot sites, convened 
again in 2018 to share strategies for advancing innovations in teaching 
and learning.

POLICY 
SOLUTIONS

Launch, strengthen 
or expand innovation 
or pilot programs to 
support incubation 
and scaling of new 
learning models and 
strategies. 

Create innovation 
zones, provide 
innovation-focused 
grants or offer official 
innovation school/
district designations.

Clear away 
unnecessary  
policy obstacles:

 ► Align Higher 
Education 
Requirements

 ► Provide Assessment 
Flexibility

 ► Dismantle 
Outdated Seat-Time 
Requirements

Join ExcelinEd’s 
Network of State 
Innovation Partners.

ExcelinEd’s Network of State Innovation Partners 
ExcelinEd has assembled a network of states to exchange ideas, 
strategies and best practices for giving schools the support and 
flexibility to develop new, student-centered models of learning. 
This cohort of states, with diverse programs at varying stages 
of implementation, focuses on common issues and customized 
solutions. ExcelinEd facilitates convenings and provides national 
and state-specific resources to support the Network’s activities.

“ExcelinEd’s facilitation of the 
state network partners has 
been instrumental in providing 
Tennessee the opportunity to 
learn from the pitfalls and 
best practices from other 
states, as well as the time to 
collectively grapple with the 
tough questions, including how 
to expand this work.” 

Adriana Harrington
Director of Project Management, 
Tennessee Department of Education

Arizona

Arkansas

Georgia

Idaho

Illinois

Kentucky

Michigan

Minnesota

Montana

Nevada

North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma

South Carolina

Tennessee

Utah
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STATE ADVOCACY 
AND POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

Policy Engagement
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
engaged in policy development, 
adoption or implementation.

Policy Passed or Improved
Reflects states where ExcelinEd in 
Action helped pass or improve next 
generation learning policies.

Policy Implementation
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
provided technical assistance and 
policy expertise to support next 
generation learning policy and 
program implementation.

ST

ExcelinEd engaged in 29 states on Next Generation Learning in 2018

RESEARCH &  
RESOURCES

In 2018, ExcelinEd published 
a five-part series, Transitioning 
to Student-Centered Learning: 
Policy Solutions for States, to 
provide states with practical 
tools and strategies to advance 
their innovation 
efforts toward 
student-centered 
learning. The series 
provides guidance on: 

 ► Higher Education 
Requirements

 ► Maximizing 
Assessment 
Flexibility, Parts 1 & 2

 ► Evaluating Progress  
and Impact

 ► Moving Beyond  
Seat-Time

THOUGHT  
LEADERSHIP

Journeys in Innovation: Local Leaders  
Share their Stories
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured 
R Street Institute’s Andy Smarick, RePublic High 
School Principal Scott Campbell, Pathways 
in Technology Early College High School’s 
Rashid Davis, Kettle Moraine School District 
Superintendent Patricia Deklotz and Ohio Valley 
Educational Cooperative’s Alicia Sells. 

Personalized Learning: Passing Fad  
or Future Trend
ExcelinEd moderated a panel discussion at the PIE 
Network Summit confronting the growing interest 
and challenges surrounding personalized learning.
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HIGHER EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 
Transitioning to Student-Centered Learning:  

Policy Solutions for States 
August 2018 

While working with states to implement innovative student-centered learning policies and programs, ExcelinEd has 
identified policies and practices that hinder new student-centered learning models. Transitioning to Student-
Centered Learning: Policy Solutions for States is a policy brief series dedicated to addressing these challenges. 

THE CHALLENGE OF HIGHER EDUCATION ADMISSION, SCHOLARSHIP & FINANCIAL AID REQUIREMENTS

A frequent challenge noted by educators and parents is that nontraditional transcripts can place high school graduates 
at a disadvantage when applying for admission to colleges and universities as well as financial aid and scholarships.

Many new learning models focus on the mastery of key concepts of skills regardless of the time, place and pace in 
which they are acquired. This approach often leads to the elimination—or at least blurring—of conventional age, grade, 
course and time-based structures. As a result, report cards and transcripts may not feature traditional elements such 
as grade point average (GPA) or class rank.

Despite the benefits of mastery-based learning models, many parents are justifiably concerned that nontraditional 
transcripts and report cards could hinder their children’s prospects for college admission or render them ineligible for 
certain scholarships or financial aid. For educators, these concerns translate into time-intensive efforts to convert 
mastery-based outcomes to traditional course grades—as well as a broader wariness of exploring more innovative 
approaches to evaluate student achievement. 

Research from the RAND Corporation noted similar challenges and recommended that “Innovative schools should have 
the flexibility to develop nontraditional grading systems that support the school model, and policymakers could 
consider limiting the need to convert grades back to a traditional letter grade for reporting purposes.” 

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS TO ENSURE FAIR & EQUITABLE ACCESS

Traditional requirements for college admission, scholarships and financial aid will need to evolve for the next 
generation of K-12 learning opportunities. These are practical steps states can consider now to start the transition. 

1: Amending Necessary Policies to
Accommodate Innovative Models & Transcripts

In-state postsecondary opportunities should not be more 
difficult to access for graduates of schools with innovative 
models or non-traditional report cards and transcripts nor 
should schools be required to request waivers.

Taking proactive steps to ensure fair and equitable access 
for applicants with nontraditional transcripts is neither 
difficult nor unprecedented. Many states already have 
policies for students enrolled in home education programs, 
and institutions of higher education regularly accept non-
traditional transcripts and diplomas from international 
applicants. States should consider extending these
practices and flexibilities to support the efforts of 
innovation schools and educators. This flexibility is 
necessary to ensure fair and equitable access. 

2: Designing Accommodations for State Data 
System Requirements

Though schools implementing or transitioning to new 
learning models may request and be granted flexibility 
from policies, it is often practical data system 
requirements that prove to be the biggest challenge.

States often have common applications for admission to 
state colleges and universities or statewide systems for 
high schools to upload student information. These systems 
were created to simplify and expedite the process for 
students and families, as well as the institutions.
However, these data system requirements have become 
an obstacle for schools seeking to innovate grading and 
reporting processes by requiring data fields innovative 
schools may not provide. An alternative entry process can 
eliminate this burden. 
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MAXIMIZING ASSESSMENT FLEXIBILITY Pt.1 
Transitioning to Student-Centered Learning:  

Policy Solutions for States 
September 2018 

While working with states to implement innovative student-centered learning policies and programs, ExcelinEd has 
identified policies and practices that hinder new student-centered learning models. Transitioning to Student-
Centered Learning: Policy Solutions for States is a policy brief series dedicated to addressing these challenges.  

THE CHALLENGE OF STANDARDIZED STATE ASSESSMENT SCHEDULES 
A hallmark of many new student-centered instructional models is a shift away from student progressions defined by 
age-based grade levels to individualized progressions predicated on mastery of key content and skills. Similarly, 
educators seek to break-free of traditionally-defined courses to package content in new and creative ways.  

As momentum builds for new student-centered learning models so does the tension between the federal and state 
requirement to evaluate each student’s proficiency on grade-level standards once a year and the desire to break 
free of the traditional paradigms of time, place and pace.  

A recent report by the Center on 
Reinventing Public Education 
(CRPE) noted that although the 
vast majority of principals 
interviewed felt they had ample 
flexibility to implement 
personalized learning, assessment 
requirements were frequently cited 
as restrictive. 

One common “pain point” highlighted in research from Bellwether Education Partners is the presence of “year-end 
summative assessments that focus exclusively on grade-level content and limited end-of-year testing windows” which 
prevent students from demonstrating proficiency when they are ready. The potential solutions below echo the 
recommendations included in this research. 

As more innovative, student-centered models emerge, our traditional, state-level standardized assessments will 
eventually need to adapt to reflect systems where “age-defined grade-levels take a back seat to students’ 
individualized progressions.” 

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS TO PROVIDE ASSESSMENT FLEXIBILITY

State assessment design is guided by a combination of federal and state mandates, appropriations, tight procurement 
regulations and test security concerns. An evolution of state assessments will be incremental and take time, but there 
are practical steps states can consider to begin the transition and provide more flexibility.  

Recommendation: Explore Opportunities to Implement Flexible Testing Windows 

• Beginning with any new assessment contracts, states should consider opportunities for more flexible test 
administration during the procurement process with the goal of allowing students to demonstrate mastery 
when they are ready. This may mean allowing districts or schools to administer the state summative 
assessment once per quarter or on demand once students have completed the content. 

• Prior to contract expiration, states can consider issuing a request for information (RFI) to determine potential 
capacity, cost and test security concerns and communicating the results to the state board of education and 
legislature. 

“What [teachers] have done is to allow students to progress based on their 
ability within a unit, but because testing is at a specific time, especially 
in courses like algebra, they don't want them getting so far ahead. So we 
are working within the confines that are established by the state.”  
 

School district leader quoted in CRPE’s report  
Personalized Learning at a Crossroads  
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MAXIMIZING ASSESSMENT FLEXIBILITY Pt.2 
Transitioning to Student-Centered Learning:  

Policy Solutions for States 
September 2018 

While working with states to implement innovative student-centered learning policies and programs, ExcelinEd has 
identified policies and practices that hinder new student-centered learning models. Transitioning to Student-
Centered Learning: Policy Solutions for States is a policy brief series dedicated to addressing these challenges.  

THE CHALLENGE OF EVOLVING ASSESSMENTS 
As we outlined in Maximizing Assessment Flexibility Part 1, as more innovative, student-centered models 
emerge, our traditional, state-level standardized assessments will eventually need to evolve to measure 
proficiency and progress in new ways.  

A Vision for the Future of Testing 

In the future, we expect that all 50 states will have systems of next-generation assessments that are built around 
student-centered learning. These systems will be technology enabled, more efficient, adaptive, available to students 
whenever they are ready and will provide multiple, real-time measures of student progress toward mastery. These 
systems will better support new forms of teaching and learning without sacrificing our ability to safeguard and monitor 
accountability, quality and equity.  

Although most states are not yet ready to adopt this vision of testing, every state has the opportunity to make 
significant improvements to their assessment systems with the flexibility provided by the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). These improvements will build the foundation for a next generation system of assessments and address some of 
the pushback against assessments many states have experienced.  

Of note, ESSA requires any assessment to provide evidence of valid, reliable and comparable results. 

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS TO BEGIN THE TRANSITION TO INNOVATIVE ASSESSMENT MODELS

An evolution of state assessments will be incremental and take time. Developing new assessments requires substantial 
technical and financial investment, as well as political will. Many of the assessment strategies required for this vision 
remain untested and unproven, but there are practical steps states can consider to explore new options carefully and 
thoughtfully. 

Recommendation: Maximize the Flexibility and Opportunity to Innovate Provided by ESSA 

Leverage Technology 
• Continue the transition to online assessments to accelerate both delivery and scoring of assessments, as well as the 

use of innovative item-types to measure higher order skills that paper-and-pencil tests cannot assess.  
• Explore a transition to adaptive testing that includes out-of-grade-level items while still reporting grade-level 

proficiency thus maximizing a state’s ability to capture range of learning and measure growth.  

Modify the Approach 
• Consider administering a set of interim tests throughout the year that can be rolled up into a single annual result 

for each student. Ideally, this approach will decrease overall student assessment time. States will need to 
determine the cost-effectiveness of this approach and ensure there is no duplicative testing. 

• See Maximizing Assessment Flexibility Part 1 for recommendations on flexible testing windows.  
• Determine if the state’s vision for a new state assessment system will warrant application for the ESSA Innovative 

Assessment and Accountability Demonstration Authority. Under this umbrella, states can begin to test drive next 
generation assessment systems in a subset of districts in lieu of the statewide assessment. The flexibility afforded 
to states with approved applications allows for a deliberate and phased in rollout. 
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EVALUATING PROGRESS AND IMPACT 
Transitioning to Student-Centered Learning:  

Policy Solutions for States 
October 2018 

While working with states to implement innovative student-centered learning policies and programs, ExcelinEd has 
identified policies and practices that hinder new student-centered learning models. Transitioning to Student-
Centered Learning: Policy Solutions for States is a policy brief series dedicated to addressing these challenges.  

THE CHALLENGE: EVALUATING PROGRESS AND IMPACT 
All new education programs and initiatives are subject to scrutiny from policymakers, media and parents. However, the 
level of scrutiny state innovation and pilot programs face is often heightened since these innovative programs are, by 
definition, untested. 

Because most existing state innovation or pilot programs are relatively new, they don’t have a track record of success 
yet. In fact, many schools and districts participating in these programs are still in the design and planning phase so 
they don’t have a track record at all. As such, little empirical data is available for states to reference when developing 
a program or measuring the full impact of innovation and pilot programs on students and their outcomes.  

Though challenging, it’s critical that states can evaluate, report and communicate the progress and impact of their 
innovation and pilot programs.  

RECOMMENDATION: DEVELOP A THOUGHTFUL EVALUATION PLAN

States must understand that the transition to student-centered learning will not happen overnight. As states begin this 
transition, there are practical steps they can take to ensure they develop thoughtful evaluation plans to support their 
long-term vision for innovative pilots and programs. 

Evaluation Plan Objectives 

A thoughtful evaluation plan informs parents, teachers, the community, policymakers and more about what is working 
and what isn’t. The evaluation plan should:  

• Supply local leaders with the information 
necessary for continuous improvement and 
building community support. 

• Meet legislative expectations by providing 
the information needed to build continued 
support and potentially expand the program. 

• Identify the issues schools are encountering 
and the resources needed to overcome them.  

• Highlight policy obstacles and potential 
solutions. 

• Provide as much transparency as possible, 
building trust in the program and evaluation 
process. 

  

“States [should] have a plan in place for knowing if or when 
and how to scale up. States can identify processes for 
evaluating the design and impact of small-scale pilots to 
determine what aspects of the innovations are working, 
under what conditions, and for which students. Conversely, 
the evaluation could also be designed to identify innovations 
that do not meet their promise, even after adequate time to 
adjust implementation to improve results.” 

Taken from Achieve’s report Creating Innovation Zones to 
Advance the Promise of Competency-Based Pathways 
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Public Charter Schools 
High-Quality Public School Options  
for Students
A path for meeting the unique needs of individual students, families and 
communities through high-quality public school alternatives.

Students across five states were big winners in 2018, as policymakers 
added $277 million in additional funding for public charter schools in 
Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Arkansas and Colorado. With ExcelinEd’s 
support, Georgia increased funding for its state-approved charters 
by more than $40 million, and Colorado and Arkansas were awarded 
nearly $80 million in Charter Schools Program grants from the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

ExcelinEd this year provided numerous states with in-depth research 
and model policies. Texas worked to improve charter school 
authorizations, Arkansas explored charter school facilities options, and 
Ohio looked to Florida’s Schools of Hope model, which establishes 
high-quality charter schools in communities with underperforming 
traditional schools.

Demand for Seats in High-Quality  
Public Charter Schools is on the Rise
Enrollment in public charter schools has tripled since 2005. Today, 
more than three million students are enrolled in 7,000 charter 
schools across 44 states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and Guam.

However, an additional two million students want to attend a 
charter school but cannot access one, according to the National 
Alliance for Public Charter Schools.

POLICY 
SOLUTIONS

Facilities
Ensure that charter 
schools have access to 
public school facilities 
or sufficient financing 
for an equivalent facility.  

Funding
Provide equitable 
funding so that public 
dollars follow students 
regardless of which 
school they attend.  

Authorizing
In addition to local 
school boards, empower 
new authorities, like 
public universities, to 
grant and oversee 
charters.  

Talent
Through grants or policy, 
encourage innovative 
educators to start new 
and different schools.

“Public charter schools are as 
diverse as the families and 
children who choose to attend 
them. I can also tell you Tindley 
Summit is more than a place 
for our young scholars to 
prepare for future success—it 
is an incubator for hope in 
Dubarry and for everyone in 
our community.”

David McGuire, Principal 
Tindley Summit Academy, Indianapolis

Source: National Association of Public Charter Schools
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STATE ADVOCACY 
AND POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

Policy Engagement
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
engaged in policy development, 
adoption or implementation.

Policy Passed or Improved
Reflects states where ExcelinEd in 
Action helped pass or improve public 
charter schools policies.

Policy Implementation
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
provided technical assistance and 
policy expertise to support public 
charter schools policy and program 
implementation.

ST

ExcelinEd engaged in 28 states & Puerto Rico on Public Charter Schools in 2018

RESEARCH &  
RESOURCES

State-Focused Case Study 
Identifies Opportunities  
in Texas
ExcelinEd and the Texas 
Public Policy Foundation 
co-published new findings 
and recommendations for 
charter school success, Time to 

Change Course: Reclaiming the Potential of Texas 
Charter Schools. ExcelinEd presented the work at 
the National Alliance of Public Charter Schools 
Annual Summit and on a Texas Public Policy 
Foundation podcast.

Opportunity Zones Can Make a Difference
ExcelinEd released a policy brief, Growing Charter 
Schools Through Federal Opportunity Zones, 
describing ways to expand access in low-income 
areas to quality public charter schools.

Opportunity Learning Hub Launches in 2018
Produced “What are public charter schools?” and 

“What is a public charter school authorizer?” as 
part of ExcelinEd’s Opportunity Learning Hub 
video series.

THOUGHT  
LEADERSHIP

2018 PIE Network Eddie! Awards
Peer recognition for charter-related achievements 
with partners in two states: “Game Changer of the 
Year” finalist for Florida’s capital outlay funding for 
public charter schools and “Best Ensemble Cast” 
finalist for Georgia’s operational and capital outlay 
funding for public charter schools. 

Barriers No More: Facilities Access  
for Charter Schools
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured 
Center for Advancing Opportunity’s Gerard 
Robinson, Colorado League of Charter Schools’ 
Dan Schaller, Texas Associate Commissioner of 
Education Joe Siedlecki and National Alliance for 
Public Charter Schools’ Christine Wolfe.

Where the Schools Have No Zones: State Open 
Enrollment Policies
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured 
ReadyCO’s Luke Ragland, Thomas B. Fordham 
Institute’s Chad Aldis, Florida Representative Chris 
Sprowls and Education Commission of the States’ 
Micah Ann Wixom.

June 2018

by 
Adam Jones & Amanda List

Time to Change Course: 
Reclaiming the Potential of Texas 

Charter Schools
A State Case Study
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Private Education Choice
Creating Opportunity and Empowering 
Families with Education Choice 
Policies that provide families with access to the school or learning 
environment that best fits their child’s needs.

Nationwide, nearly half a million students are currently enrolled in private 
choice programs, with states across the nation continuing to expand 
these options for families. In 2018, private choice programs expanded 
in six states and Puerto Rico, providing scholarships for at least 42,000 
additional students. In Florida, state leaders dedicated more than 
$124 million to its four private school choice programs, with Georgia 
committing $42 million and Pennsylvania $25 million to fund tax-credit 
scholarships for students from low- and middle-income families. 

Notably in 2018, Florida created the Hope Scholarship Program, the 
first choice program in the nation for students who have been subjected 
to bullying or harassment, offering private school scholarships to eligible 
students or allowing transfer to other public school districts. 

POLICY 
SOLUTIONS
Three main policy solutions 
empower families with 
private education choice:

Education 
Scholarship Accounts
Flexible spending 
accounts, typically 
funded by the state, 
that allow parents to 
customize their child’s 
education.

Tax-Credit 
Scholarships
Private school 
scholarships funded by 
voluntary donations 
by businesses and 
individuals in return for 
a state tax credit.

Vouchers
State-funded coupons 
that parents redeem 
at private schools for 
tuition. 

“These programs are helping 
students—many of them from 
disadvantaged families—to 
succeed in K-12, college and 
the workforce. They’re saving 
the state and local districts 
money. Most importantly, 
they’re giving families hope—
families that in many cases 
would have no other way to 
provide their children with a 
quality education.”

Georgia State Representative 
Valencia Stovall 
(in a letter to Kentucky lawmakers on 
private choice scholarships)

Empowering More Families  
with Education Savings Accounts
A growing number of families are gaining access to Education 
Savings Accounts (ESAs) in early adopting states, offering parents 
the opportunity to make the best education choices for their child.

2016

putting

Arizona, Florida and 
Mississippi served

11,425
STUDENTS

$100 MILLION+
in the hands of parents

2018

and more than
doubling funding to

Expanded ESAs to North 
Carolina and Tennessee, 

with 5 states serving

18,706
STUDENTS

$210 MILLION
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RESEARCH &  
RESOURCES

Research on Private  
Education Choice
Profiled comprehensive 
research on 100 private 
education choice 
programs, documenting 
the extensive and 
positive impacts of 
private choice options.
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STATE ADVOCACY 
AND POLICY 
ENGAGEMENT

Policy Engagement
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
engaged in policy development, 
adoption or implementation.

Policy Passed or Improved
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
in Action helped pass or improve 
private education choice policies.

Policy Implementation
Reflects states where ExcelinEd 
provided technical assistance and 
policy expertise to support private 
education choice policy and program 
implementation.

ST

ExcelinEd engaged in 30 states & Puerto Rico on Private Education Choice in 2018

THOUGHT  
LEADERSHIP

Opportunity Learning Hub 
Launched a new Opportunity Learning Hub 
series with 15 videos focused on education 
choice, including “What is Education 
Choice?” and “What are Education 
Scholarship Accounts?”

School Choice Collaborative 
Twice a month, ExcelinEd convenes a group of 40+ state and national partners 
actively engaged in private education choice to discuss new research, the 
latest policy approaches and best practices in state program implementation. 

Policy Primer: 2018 Changes Impacting Private School Choice 
2018 National Summit Strategy Session featured EdChoice’s Michael McShane, 
Florida Representative Byron Donalds and ExcelinEd’s Adam Peshek and Tori Bell.

Peer Recognition: 2018 PIE Network Eddie! Awards
“Game Changer of the Year” award finalist for Florida’s first-of-its-kind tax-
credit scholarships for students who are victims of bullying. 

Education Choice: Winning Stories of Success
The Choices in Education video contest winners were 
selected from hundreds of entries and announced 
during the 2018 National School Choice Week.
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THE RESEARCH ON  
PRIVATE EDUCATION CHOICE 

Prepared by ExcelinEd – 2018 

Providing greater opportunity through education choice improves academic outcomes 
(both for education choice participants in private schools as well as non-participants who 

remain in public schools), increases rates of high school graduation and college degree 
attainment, improves school diversity, improves civic knowledge and engagement, and 

saves taxpayers money.  

A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF PRIVATE EDUCATION CHOICE EFFECTS 
In 2016, Greg Forster reviewed 100 existing rigorous academic studies of private education choice programs in, “A Win-
Win Solution: The Empirical Evidence on School Choice.”1 He found overwhelming good news for these programs, with 
87 studies showing positive effects, 10 studies showing no visible effect and only three studies finding negative effects 
on students. The studies examined five main research topics of interest: 

Research Topic Positive Neutral Negative 

1. Academic Outcomes of Choice Participants 14 2 2 

2. Academic Outcomes of Students Remaining in Public Schools 31 1 1 

3. Effect of Choice Program on Racial Composition of Schools 9 1 0 

4. Effect of Choice Program on Student Civic Values  8 3 0 

5. Choice Programs’ Fiscal Impact on Taxpayers and Districts 25 3 0 

 

WHAT DOES THE RESEARCH SHOW? 
Participants in Private Education Choice Programs See Academic Benefits 

Of the 18 gold-standard studies on the academic outcomes of participating students, 14 show positive results for 
participants, two have neutral findings and two have negative findings. For example, participants in the Milwaukee 
Parental Choice Program scored 10.7 percentage points higher in math and 5.8 percentage points higher in reading 
than public school peers.2 

Students in Public Schools Also See Academic Benefits 

Thirty-one of 33 empirical studies show improved academic outcomes of students who remain in public schools 
after education choice programs are implemented. A study of a Florida choice program found that low-performing 
public schools saw a 15-percentage point improvement in math after facing competition from nearby private schools.3 
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As with our formula for student 
achievement, the Foundation for 
Excellence in Education believes in 
accountability and transparency  
in our operations.

We are committed to sound fiscal management, low 
overhead and bringing a strong return on investment 
to those who generously support our work. 

In 2018, more than 80 percent of ExcelinEd’s 
expenses were invested directly into our policy, 
advocacy and communications work in the states as 
well as our flagship convening, the National Summit 
on Education Reform.

2018 Revenue & Expenses

2018
 REVENUE1

2018
EXPENSES1

84.3%
81.1%

11.2%

7.7%

9.7%

3.6%

1.8%

0.6%

Foundations

Corporate

Event Registrations

Individuals

Other Income Program Services2

General & Administrative

Fundraising

1  2018 unaudited results
2  Program services include Quality, Opportunity and Innovation policy programs,  
   the National Summit on Education Reform and Arts for Life.

To review our recent 990 filings and meet our donors, visit ExcelinEd.org. 

Fiscal Accountability
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ExcelinEd 2018 Donors
We often think of education reform 
as policies written in legislation or 
rules enacted by elected officials 
and appointed boards. Rather, 
reform is a profound game changer 

in the lives of individual children, a gift that allows 
them to maximize their potential.

GREATER THAN $1,000,000

Bloomberg Philanthropies
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Walton Family Foundation

$500,001–$1,000,000

Carnegie Corporation of New York

$250,001–$500,000

Chan Zuckerberg Initiative
The Haslam III Foundation, Inc.
Jaquelin Hume Foundation 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
The Kovner Foundation
Stiles-Nicholson Foundation

$100,001–$250,000

Anonymous
Bill and Susan Oberndorf Foundation

$50,001–$100,000

College Board
News Corporation
Pearson, Inc. 
Triad Foundation

$25,001–$50,000

Accelerate Great Schools
John F. Kirtley
Charles Koch Foundation

We are deeply grateful to our 
donors who believe in the gift 
of a quality education, and with 
their generous support of our 
work, we are transforming policy 
and transforming lives.

$10,001–$25,000

Cambridge Assessment International Education
Charter Schools USA
Doris and Donald Fisher Fund
HPS Investment Partners
Hubbard Family Foundation
K12
Steven B. Klinsky
Kyra Solutions
The Margaret & Daniel Loeb - Third Point 
Foundation
Northwest Evaluation Association
Publix Super Markets Charities
Renaissance Learning
William E. Simon Foundation
Stephenson Foundation
Tennessee State Collaborative on Reforming 
Education (SCORE)
Worldwide Interactive Network
Xingda North America

$5,000–$10,000

Amplify Education, Inc.
BrightBytes
The Cobb Family Foundation, Inc.
Edgenuity, Inc.
Finnegan Family Foundation
Florida Virtual School
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Thomas A. & Mary S. James Foundation
JustGive.org
Maffei Foundation
Lovett & Ruth Peters Foundation, Inc. 
Western Governors University
Dr. Zachariah P. ZachariahNational Summit on Education Reform

Personalized Learning

Arts for Life
The Foundation for Excellence in Education is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organization.



NOVEMBER 20–21, 2019
HILTON SAN DIEGO BAYFRONT
San Diego, California

SAVE-THE-DATE

National Summit on
Education Reform

@ExcelinEd  |  ExcelinEdSummit.org  |  #EIE19



NOVEMBER 20–21, 2019
HILTON SAN DIEGO BAYFRONT
San Diego, California

SAVE-THE-DATE

National Summit on
Education Reform

@ExcelinEd  |  ExcelinEdSummit.org  |  #EIE19



Advancing Opportunity, 
Innovation & Quality 

in Education
ExcelinEd.org          @ExcelinEd          /ExcelinEd


