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A MESSAGE FROM THE COMMISSIONER 
 

This statewide Report Card to the Public is published in 

accordance with Alaska Statute 14.03.120 for the school year 

2014-2015. Under state law, each school district also is required 

to report information about its performance. 

 

Public knowledge of our schools is an important part of Alaskaôs 

school accountability system. This report is a resource for 

Alaskaôs parents, community members, and educational 

policymakers, including legislators, the Governor, the State 

Board of Education & Early Development, and local school 

boards. 

 

Readers can learn at-a-glance information about state and 

national assessments and Alaskaôs graduation rates, dropout 

rates, teacher quality, schools recognized for excellence, and schools collaborating with the state 

on improvements. 

 

Detailed report cards about individual schools and school districts are available at 

http://education.alaska.gov/stats. 

 

This report includes information about the Alaska Measures of Progress (AMP), which is 

administered to students in grades 3 through 10 in English language arts and mathematics. AMP 

is geared to Alaskaôs higher standards, adopted in 2012. The goal of the standards is to develop 

students who are academically ready to achieve their personal goals in career training, the military, 

two-year colleges, and four-year colleges. Assessments help students, parents, and educators 

follow studentsô progress toward readiness. 

 

The department has also released a wealth of information geared toward parents and policymakers 

on its website: http://education.alaska.gov. 

 

Our ultimate goal at the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development is no less than 

this: Every student will achieve academically at a high level through the guidance of outstanding 

teachers in high-quality schools. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Mike Hanley, Commissioner 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development  

http://education.alaska.gov/stats
http://education.alaska.gov/
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ALASKA EDUCATION AT A GLANCE 
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STANDARDS AND ASSESSMENTS 

History  
In 1993, Alaskans developed the first set of content standards, broad statements of what students 

in the public schools should know and be able to do. The first set of standards adopted by the State 

Board of Education & Early Development (State Board) addressed ten core subject areas: English 

and language arts; mathematics; science; history; geography; government and citizenship; skills 

for a healthy life; arts; world languages; and technology. These were followed by standards for 

employability and library and information literacy. Alaska Cultural Standards for Students were 

developed by the Alaska Native Knowledge Network in 1998 and adopted by the State Board in 

the same year. Alaska History Standards were adopted by the State Board in 2006. 

 

In 2003, work began to develop performance standards which set grade level expectations for 

grades 3 to 10 in reading, writing, and mathematics and grades 3 to 11 in science.  The revised 

performance standards were adopted by the State Board in 2005.  These performance standards 

served as an instructional guide for schools and a blueprint for the development of Alaskaôs two 

standardized examinations: Standards Based Assessments (SBAs) and the High School Graduation 

Qualifying Examination (HSGQE). 

 

Driven by a need to better prepare graduates for college education, technical training, and careers 

after high school, Alaskan educators and stakeholders proposed revisions to the Alaska English 

Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics Standards. These new, more rigorous standards adopted 

by the State Board in June 2012 will prepare students for their choice of post-secondary education 

or career path. Students were first assessed on these new standards in spring 2015 through use of 

the Alaska Measures of Progress (AMP), a custom assessment designed for Alaska. 

 

Through the adoption of challenging content standards, the Alaska Department of Education & 

Early Development has provided a framework where: 

¶ Students and teachers share clear and challenging educational goals; 

¶ Educational resources and efforts are focused on student achievement; and, 

¶ Student achievement and school performance are measured using common standards. 

Comprehensive System of Student Assessment 
State law requires a comprehensive system of student assessments.  Assessments that were 

administered during the 2014-2015 school year include: 

¶ A student developmental profile 

o Administered to all students entering kindergarten or first grade 

¶ An assessment to measure early literacy skills 

o Early literacy screener assessment tools assess all students in grades KG, 1, and 2 

o Grade 3 students identified as experiencing delays in attaining early literacy skills 

in grade 2 were also assessed 

¶ Alaska Measures of Progress (AMP) 

o Measures new English language arts and mathematics standards adopted in 2012 

o For students in grades 3-10 

¶ Standards Based Assessments 

o Science assessments for students in grades 4, 8, and 10 
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¶ A college- and career-ready (CCRA) assessment 

o Required by passage of House Bill 278, effective July 1, 2014 

o WorkKeys, ACT, or SAT required for graduation 

o Administered to all students in grade 11 and those in grade 12 who have not taken 

a CCRA 

¶ An alternate assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities 

o English language arts and mathematics assessments for students in grades 3 to 10 

o Science assessments for students in grades 4, 8, and 10 

¶ An assessment designed to identify English language proficiency 

o ACCESS for ELLs assesses English language proficiency for eligible students in 

grades KG-12 

 

Implementing and administering a statewide, comprehensive assessment system to measure the 

skills and knowledge of Alaskaôs students is a primary activity of the Alaska Department of 

Education & Early Development.  The implemented system measures student achievement in 

relation to statewide performance standards; provides valid, reliable information to policy makers; 

allows for data-driven decision making; and improves classroom instruction. 

 

To this end, EED provided ongoing technical assistance to school districts in standards based 

instruction, aligning curriculum to state content standards, utilizing data to drive decisions, and 

completing data collection and analysis for internal and external reporting and use. 

 

EED utilizes information from the assessments, aggregated at a statewide level, to provide parents, 

educators, policy makers, and the community-at-large with empirical data regarding to what 

degree Alaskan students are succeeding in attaining Alaskaôs performance standards. 

 

House Bill 278, Alaskaôs Education Opportunity Act, was signed into law and became effective 

on July 1, 2014. This law repealed the HSGQE and the related graduation requirement. The law 

requires all students in Alaska to take a college- or career-readiness assessment as a requirement 

for graduation. These assessments are defined as WorkKeys, ACT, and SAT. Students have the 

option to take either the career-readiness assessment (WorkKeys) or a college-readiness 

assessment (ACT or SAT) in grade 11, or in grade 12 if not taken in grade 11. 

 

The following pages document the performance of Alaskan students on the Alaska Measures of 

Progress (AMP) assessments in English language arts and mathematics, and the Standards Based 

Assessments (SBAs) in science. Please note that the spring 2014 administrations were the final 

administrations for reading, writing, and mathematics for both the SBAs and the HSGQE. 
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ALASKA MEASURES OF PROGRESS (AMP)  

AMP Statewide Performance by Grade  

 

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance by  Grade (Continued)  

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance by Grade (Continued)  

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance by Grade (Continued)  

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance by Grade (Continued)  

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance by Grade (Continued)  

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance by Grade (Continued)  

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance by Grade (Continued)  

 

 

Levels 3 & 4 = Meets the Standards Leval 1 & 2 = Partially Meets the Standards 
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AMP Statewide Performance ɀ English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics  
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate  by Grade 
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate by Grade (Continued)  
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate by Grade (Continued)  
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate by Grade (Continued)  
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate by Grade (Continued)  
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate by Grade (Continued)  
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate by Grade (Continued)  
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AMP Statewide Participation Rate by Grade (Continued)   
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STANDARDS BASED ASSESSMENTS - SCIENCE (SBAs Science)  

SBAs Science Statewide Performance by Grade  
 

 
 

 









http://education.alaska.gov/tls/assessment/naep.html
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