THE READING–WRITING
CONNECTION

R

and supports, and is a complex issue in its own right. This
decision in no way diminishes the importance of reading, writing and their connection in this group, but rather
should indicate that the topic deserves separate consideration. (See August & Shanahan, 2008, which addresses
reading and writing in second language learners.)

eading and writing development begin in early
childhood and are linked in daily function and
in classroom activities from kindergarten or
prekindergarten through high school and beyond. They
form an integral part of the now widely adopted Common
Core State Standards for English Language Arts. Although
few would argue that reading and writing are related in
important ways, there is little research addressing that relationship, or when and how best to integrate these two
critical areas instructionally. A panel of individuals with
expertise in reading, writing, instruction, intervention,
assessment, and research methods convened under a partnership activity of the International Reading Association
and the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) here
offers a consensus about some issues to consider in moving the field toward more fully understanding the nature
and importance of the reading–writing connection. The
document presents the panel’s thinking on instructional
issues, technology, the sharing of existing information,
and the need for new approaches to assessment. The document ends with a summary of what the panel agreed are
important areas for future research for better understanding and instructionally addressing the reading–writing
connection.
To simplify the consideration of the connection between reading and writing, reading is here defined as the
ability to decode written text quickly and accurately and
to comprehend what is read. Writing is defined as the
ability to produce connected text (sentences, paragraphs,
and documents), either by handwriting or keyboarding,
that communicates an idea or information. Note also
that the panel specifically does NOT address the issue of
the reading–writing connection in the learning and instruction of students learning English as a second or additional language. Some of the broader statements in the
document could apply directly to that population, while
others would require significant nuancing, as instruction
for second language learners requires specific expertise

BACKGROUND
There is general agreement that there is a connection between reading and writing, yet we know surprisingly little
about the nature of this connection or the interactions
between reading and writing with regard to development
and student achievement (Graham & Hebert, 2010, in
press; Fitzgerald & Shanahan, 2000). For example, how
does learning in one influence or alter learning in the
other, and how does the instructional process for reading
relate to instruction in writing or the instructional process in writing relate to reading instruction? Does instruction in reading improve performance in writing and is the
converse true? As we study the reading–writing trajectory,
it will be important to include listening and speaking (i.e.,
oral language), since all of these skills develop interdependently. How does the relationship among these skills
change with age and growth/development over the course
of childhood and adolescence, and how might these associations change as features of the text change (e.g., genre,
complexity of vocabulary, sentence structure)?
While reading and writing are closely correlated, the
correlation is far from perfect. Little research has been
done on reading reading–writing relations across different ability levels in each (Fitzgerald & Shanahan, 2000).
Examining the connection between reading and writing
should inform us regarding what attributes and aptitudes
characterize those who struggle with one of these skills
but not the other, and what characterizes those with difficulties in both? Some interesting similarities and differences can be noted between reading and writing. Both
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(along with the other language arts skills, listening and
speaking) involve knowledge of vocabulary (words, their
internal morphology, and their meanings in context) and
syntax (sentence structure, complex sentences, and how
usage can change the intended message). At their higher
levels all of these require reasoning, critical thinking, and
analytic ability, and all draw upon background knowledge. Both skilled writing and reading are complex, requiring extensive self-regulation of flexible, goal-directed,
problem-solving activities; both require genre knowledge
and effective use of strategies (Harris, Graham, Brindle,
& Sandmel, 2009).
While the prevalence of reading and writing disabilities have been noted to be similar (Katusic, Colligan,
Weaver, & Barbaresi, 2009), the two do not always cooccur. However, the co-occurrence of writing problems
and reading problems is large; the prevalence of second
grade students identified with writing disabilities and
comorbid reading disabilities is approximately 45%
(Hooper, Roberts, Nelson, Zeisel, & Kasambira, 2010).
Good readers can have problems writing, but it is reportedly rare to have poor readers who are good writers
(Myklebust, 1973; Stotsky, 1983; Tierney & Shanahan,
1991). Whereas students are often aware that they are
having trouble reading, many earlier grade students
and older struggling writers overestimate their writing
abilities (Harris et al., 2009; Harris, Graham, & Mason,
2006). Anecdotally, many people love to read, and read
for pleasure and learning, whereas fewer people report a
love of writing or that they write for pleasure or to learn.
Indeed, many students’ attitudes towards writing decline
with grade (Harris et al., 2009; Knudson, 1991; 1992,
1995). The National Assessment of Educational Progress
data in writing indicate that the majority of 4th, 8th and
12th grade students demonstrate only partial mastery of
the writing abilities needed at their grade level (Graham
& Perin, 2007).
There is a substantial body of research on the components of reading, and on reading instruction and
reading intervention (NICHD, 2000). Although more
is known about early reading, inroads are being made
into understanding the effect of reading instruction in
the middle and higher grades, and while it appears that
intervention with struggling adolescent readers is generally less effective than are interventions with children in
K–3, there have been some successes with these populations (Edmonds et al., 2009; Vaughn et al., 2011). Work
is needed on reading comprehension at all levels, but especially as students engage with more complex texts and
are required to use more advanced reasoning and analytic
abilities to comprehend.

There is far less research on writing and writing
instruction, yet there are some promising new research
findings. Recent research syntheses and additional research into writing instruction and remediation have
demonstrated aspects of intervention that have positively
impacted the quality and quantity of students’ written
products (Graham & Perin, 2007; Rogers & Graham,
2008; Sandmel & Graham, 2011) as well as indicating
the positive impact that instruction on writing can have
for improving reading comprehension skills (Fitzgerald
& Shanahan, 2000; Graham & Hebert, in press, 2010;
Moats, 2005/2006; Neville & Searls, 1991; Tierney &
Shanahan, 1991). Research on professional development
for teachers has begun to demonstrate how they can become highly effective in teaching strategies for writing
and self-regulation of the writing process (Harris et al.,
2012; Harris, Lane, et al., 2012). This work has served
to heighten awareness of the importance of writing in
the development of literacy and the educational process
generally.
Despite accumulating evidence in both reading and
writing, the field continues to struggle with how best
to ensure that students achieve higher levels of reading
comprehension and to elucidate optimal trajectories for
writing development. When students receiving remediation make important gains, it is not clear what support(s)
are needed for them to build on these skills and maintain them. Despite the need for ongoing research, research findings are encouraging enough that teachers
can incorporate current research knowledge and use it in
their classrooms with their students. A collection of userfriendly documents exists (e.g., companion documents to
the Report of the National Reading Panel [NICHD, 2000;
Partnership for Reading, 2003a, 2003b]) on early reading
instruction, covering grades K–12 but focusing more heavily on elementary school (where there was more research
available). The National Early Literacy Panel (NELP;
National Institute for Literacy, 2008) synthesized the scientific evidence on early literacy development and home
and family influences on that development, covering early
childhood with accompanying documents for teachers
and child care providers addressing early literacy and language development (National Institute for Literacy, 2009,
2010). More recently, summary documents have been
produced on adolescent literacy (addressing both reading
and writing) through a partnership between the Alliance
for Excellent Education and the Carnegie Corporation of
New York (Biancarosa & Snow, 2004; Graham & Hebert,
2011; Graham & Perin, 2007), which are freely available
and provide a starting point. A document regarding assessment of writing is also available (Graham, Harris,
& Hebert, 2011a). A report on research-based literacy
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instruction and the implications for teacher education is
also available from the American Association of Colleges
for Teacher Education (AACTE, 2002).
In this document, we address the issues of instruction, technology, sharing what we know, and measurement, testing and assessment, as they relate to the
reading–writing connection, with a final section on future research needs. The fact that there are not separate
sections on intervention and professional development
in no way minimizes their importance. On the contrary,
we see intervention as critically important, and references
throughout on early identification, ongoing assessment,
tailoring of instruction and intervention are meant to
signal this. Similarly, professional development, both preservice and inservice, is essential for effective teaching of
both reading and writing.

important to document what is actually occurring
in classrooms, what practices work well, and how
teachers might vary types of writing to student
advantage.

• Becoming an adequate to excellent writer is a developmental process that takes time and occurs
across the K–12 grade levels. Writing development
generally requires explicit instruction in strategies,
skills, and comprehension, including some instruction that is not done strictly in service of reading or
combined with reading instruction (AACTE, 2002).
Correlational and experimental evidence indicates
that when sufficient time is set aside for writing,
students’ writing abilities improve (Fitzgerald &
Shanahan, 2000; Graham & Perin, 2007; Harris et
al., 2009; Moats, Foorman, & Taylor, 2006).

• It is not clear that teachers have adequate preparation
to provide needed instruction in reading and writing, although in recent years greater attention has
been given to preparation for reading instruction. A
thorough knowledge of language is critical for high
quality instruction in reading and writing (AACTE,
2002). For example, an in-depth understanding of
written language (syntax and morphology) is important for a teacher to deliver writing instruction,
with attention to linguistic components as well as
writing genres, as is an ability to integrate these
into coherent, functional instruction, and it is not
clear that teachers have these skills (Moats, 1994).
Further, teachers are likely to teach writing more effectively when they are knowledgeable of about different genres and effective writing in those genres,
the writing process, and effective strategies for writing and self-regulation of the writing process, and
are able to develop knowledge, strategies, and skills
in their students (Gilbert & Graham, 2010; Harris et
al., 2012; Harris, Lane, et al., 2012). Such knowledge
and abilities can be gained both through preservice
and inservice professional development. At many
schools, writing instruction resources are scant for
either preservice or inservice teacher education;
teacher education textbooks often give very limited
attention to writing. Many teacher preparation institutions do not prepare future teachers to teach
writing, or it is a very small unit within a course on
reading/language arts/literacy instruction (Gilbert
& Graham, 2010; Harris, Lane, et al., 2012). Use of
rubrics or of formative assessments may help teachers to better understand the genres and features in
writing; research is needed on how to best prepare
teachers to use formative assessments and rubrics to
improve instruction.

INSTRUCTIONAL ISSUES
Instruction and how that happens, and whether reading
and writing instruction occur together, are integrated,
or are treated as separate “subjects” of instruction varies widely. Many teachers integrate the two in their instruction but, at the same time, there is clearly a need to
teach some aspects of them separately. Instruction requires some integration of the two but from a solid base
of competence in both (AACTE, 2002). There are those
who think that if one of these two areas is taught well, the
other will follow; the overlap between reading and writing has been discussed earlier, and it seems clear that the
relatedness of these two language arts abilities argues that
instruction in one would affect the other is various ways.
Students, however, have been shown to benefit from focused instruction in each of these areas. Hence, there are
several issues that require attention if reading and writing
instruction are to be effectively integrated:

• In many classrooms across all grade levels (K–12),
very little of the language arts block of instruction is
dedicated to writing; this block of time is often used
only for reading activities. Writing may be taught as
a separate activity, outside the language arts block,
or it may not be formally taught at all (Connor et al.,
2011). We need to document what actually happens
in classrooms and determine which approaches are
most effective at what ages in helping students improve in both reading and writing.

• In many elementary classrooms, much of the time
students spend writing is focused on story writing;
more attention to persuasive and expository writing is needed in terms of both instruction and assessment (Graham et al., 2011b). Again, it will be
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• There is limited to no research on how teachers might

complex and more predictive models will be and are being
developed, which will better inform effective instruction.

support students’ development of depth of skill to
effectively and efficiently teach writing and reading. In addition, professional development does not
often address the integration of reading and writing; in 2005 it was noted that teachers have not been
taught strategies to incorporate writing-to-learn
strategies into their classroom writing instruction
(Totten, 2005), and there has until recently been no
push or enticement to do it; however, the implementation of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in
the Language Arts (National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices [NGA Center] & Council
of Chief State School Officers [CCSSO], 2010) may
change this. The CCSS includes an “integrated
model of literacy” which indicates that listening,
speaking, reading and writing should be integrated
with each other and across the curriculum.

• While instruction is an important focus and affects all children, it is likely that increased focus on
early identification and intervention for children for
whom high quality instruction does not improve
their writing skills adequately will be needed. There
is accumulating evidence on early predictors of later
reading difficulties (Hooper et al., 2011; National
Early Literacy Panel, 2008). There is limited understanding of the genetic and neurobiological links
between reading and writing, of the individual differences among children who do and do not struggle with writing and how these markers concur or
are independent of reading difficulties.
Under the implementation of Response to
•
Intervention (RTI), allowed under the IDEA reauthorization (IDEA, 2004) as an alternative approach
to identifying individuals with learning disabilities,
the interface between instruction and intervention
has blended. This change raises at least three challenges in light of the discussion here: (1) how to
most efficiently and effectively deliver instructional
intervention for students in need of more intensive
instruction (e.g., Tiers 2 & 3) in reading, writing or
both skills in light of what we know about the relationship between reading and writing; (2) when
should reading and writing skills be taught separately or be integrated within the language arts block
for a student receiving Tier 2 or Tier 3 instructional
supports for literacy; and (3) what factors (e.g., cognitive, behavioral) may moderate these RTI efforts?

• Instructional efforts in support of the development
of reading or writing often use the complementary
skill. For example, instructional approaches such
as “Author’s Chair” or “Reading with a Writer’s
Eye” involve both reading and writing (cf. Graves
& Hansen, 1983; Guth, 1987, 1997). Frequently,
writing tasks involve reading source documents to
gather information, mobilizing background knowledge, evaluating sources read, thinking about purpose and reviewing what has been written—mainly
reading tasks. Similarly, reading often involves writing summaries or constructing written responses
to questions. Unfortunately, there is little rigorous research that documents the efficacy (or lack
thereof) of many of these approaches, particularly
for younger students.

TECHNOLOGY

It has been reported that effective instruction in process and genre writing strategies requires genre knowledge (Harris et al., 2009; Harris, Lane, et al., 2012);
reading instruction may address genres, but may not do
so in ways that adequately guide writing in these different genres. Current approaches to strategy instruction in
writing typically involve reading, especially reading of exemplary models in the genre (cf. Harris, Graham, Mason,
& Friedlander, 2008; Harris et al., 2009). However, texts
that students read in the classroom may often be above
their current writing ability levels; often these models are
the works of published authors, and therefore are written
at a level beyond the average student. Most writing models build on work published in the 1980s (e.g., Flower &
Hayes, 1981; Graham, Harris, & Mason, 2005; Hayes &
Flower, 1987). However, newer research (e.g., Graham et
al., 2005; Graham & Hebert, in press) suggests that more

Technology holds great promise, and in terms of modern
media, is already ubiquitous in the lives of adolescents and
school-aged children. The vast majority of people in the
United States have a cell phone, surf the web, and so on.
And technology has entered most classrooms, with laptops, smartboards, and other devices increasingly present.
Therefore technology should be a major focus of attention
in exploring the reading–writing connection.

• Technology can make major contributions to assessment, such as online assessment and machine
scoring of various kinds of assessments, including
essay scoring (Connor, Goldman, & Fishman, in
press; Shermis, 2010; Shermis & Burstein, 2003).
However, our understanding is limited regarding
the similarities and differences among various algorithms for the machine scoring of online writing
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samples, particularly as they facilitate response-totreatment initiatives and as they reduce teacher time
in the classroom.

incorporate both early reading and early writing
and the influence this may have on school readiness
and on instruction in kindergarten and the early
grades may be an important area for researchers to
address.

• Technology can be used to deliver instruction, but
caution is required. Simply automating what is effective in live interaction does not guarantee that
effectiveness will be retained, nor does automating
something that had limited effectiveness mean it will
work any better. The specific impacts of technology
on instruction should be studied. A recent national
evaluation (Campuzano, Dynarski, Agodini, & Rall,
2009) revealed that technology is not more effective
than classroom teachers in the service of improving
students’ reading and writing skills.

SHARING WHAT WE KNOW
To promote the use of research evidence in the classroom,
information sharing is crucial. Although we need additional research on the reading–writing connection, and
the interrelationships of reading, writing, listening, and
speaking, it is important to share existing information
that may be useful to classroom teachers. As noted above,
for the separate areas of reading and writing, some such
documents exist. Indeed one, Writing to Read (Graham
& Hebert, 2011) links the two explicitly. In sharing this
information, we should also consider what is currently
taking place in classrooms in grades 1–12, and in the preservice arena and institutions of higher education. How
and with whom information is shared can influence its
usability.

• Technology is often used as an accommodation for
learners who struggle or have a disability impacting reading and/or writing (Connor et al., in press).
Although there is evidence of the potential efficacy
of some technologies to support learners’ reading
and writing skills, research has not kept pace with
the rapidly evolving classroom and with student
technological supports; there is thus a dearth of evidence on the efficacy or potential efficacy of a range
of products in use today beginning with our youngest learners.

• Thoughtful descriptions of the research evidence
will help to make the research more accessible to
teachers so that they can implement more effective
practices in the classroom.

• With technology, assessments can become or be

• Explicating current research regarding the recipro-

combined with interventions, given the types of
recursive practice and branching (i.e., moving students to more challenging levels as they succeed
and providing more practice where needed) that
can be built in to such measures and the capabilities of capturing all responses and rapidly analyzing them (Shermis, 2010; Shermis & Birstein, 2003;
Caccamise, Franzke, Eckhoff, Kintsch, & Kintsch,
2007). Research on effectiveness and whether such
instruction is done planfully, with care, and with
evaluation of the effects as part of any implementation is limited.

cal supports that writing and reading instruction
can provide, as well as what is needed separately for
each to develop may motivate teachers to include focused attention on these areas as an important part
of language arts and other content area instruction,
and to integrate writing and reading. However, research on when it is optimal to instruct skills separately and when to integrate instruction across them
is still limited. Information about both completed
and ongoing research should be shared with teachers so that they are ready to incorporate research
findings into their practice as they emerge.

• Research indicates that technology can provide an

• New research findings should be shared with curric-

effective means to provide professional development to support more effective reading instruction, particularly in the early grades (Connor,
Morrison, Fishman, Schatschneider, & Underwood,
2007; Landry, Antony, Swank, & Monseque-Bailey,
2010; Powell, Diamond, Burchinal, & Koehler,
2010). However, there is only limited evidence for
older students and on supporting effective writing
instruction.

ulum and textbook publishers as well as with teachers and the public, because curriculum programs
and textbooks often frame instruction both at the
teacher preparation level and at the classroom level.

MEASUREMENT, TESTS,
AND ASSESSMENT

• Technology is ubiquitous in children’s toys, in-

There is general agreement that assessment is crucially
important in both reading and writing, and there is a
chicken–egg relationship between defining the constructs

cluding early learning toys aimed at teaching early
reading and letter identification. How these devices
–5–

and measuring them. That is, assessment models inherently need a framework to define their measurement
target regardless of the conceptual clarity in the research
or practice literature regarding the construct itself. This
process can define, refine, or simply instantiate concepts
from other research literatures.

be prerequisite skills that may provide efficient approaches to assessment: knowing that students have
a certain skill may imply that they have mastered
certain prerequisites, which therefore do not require
testing. Knowing these hierarchical relationships
may change the probability from assessment or theory development perspectives. Information gained
in this way could help us inform assessment development and the sequence of how instruction might
be designed—examining interrelationship prerequisite dependences could be useful. Importantly,
however, such probabilities while useful in assessment do not necessarily translate into a sequence for
instruction, so care must be taken to separate the
purposes for and use of assessments.

• One reason that we know less about writing than
about reading is that there has been less agreement
regarding what aspects of writing should be measured as well as how to measure them, especially
when trying to move beyond spelling and grammar and into composition and richness of ideas.
New automated scoring systems may be useful in
improving the efficiency and effectiveness of writing assessment (Connor, et al., in press; Graesser &
McNamara, in press), but these systems do not necessarily address the assessment complexities in and
of themselves.

• While instruction should be informed by assessment, it is important that it not be constrained by
it. Assessments that utilize operational definitions
for the construct or subcomponent of the construct
in question (e.g., fluency) may be useful, but this
definition may or may not represent the full breadth
of the skill that we are trying build and therefore
should inform but not dictate instruction. To illustrate, teaching of individual components of reading
or writing is done in service of the whole—that is,
each component skill is not an end in itself but part
of the larger ability to read with understanding or
write coherently. We need additional evidence about
the impact of broader instruction on particular aspects of reading and writing across all grade levels.

• Tests serve as working definitions of our constructs;
we can only interpret the scores generated from test
items. If test items are scored using a unidimensional rating scale, then score interpretations are
constrained to a unidimensional construct, even if
that is not the construct of interest. Because writing
as a construct is multidimensional (Hooper et al., in
press; Berninger, Nagy, & Beers, 2011), scores from
our common assessments that fit a unidimensional
structure (e.g., spelling, handwriting) may be useful
but less informative than scores from tests that support a more complex, multidimensional structure.
It is also likely that the complexity, and perhaps the
number, of constructs change over the course of
development.

• Considerable overlap or confounds exist in assessing
reading and writing: most assessments of writing
involve writing from source documents, which must
be read and understood, and many assessments of
reading involve writing constructed responses. In
addition, the tasks involved in reading and writing
change developmentally as students grow and learn.
Task analyses of reading and writing will likely be
quite revealing, in that while labels may differ as to
the tasks involved, these analyses likely tap some
of the same or similar cognitive skills, as well as
unique cognitive skills.

• An assessment system whose goal is to generate
valid and reliable information about students’ writing ability is likely to be more informative if it is
adaptive, flexible, and efficient. Adaptive tests, by
definition, use student performance on early stages
of a test to select the most informative items for each
individual student (Petscher & Schatschneider, in
press). Though current adaptive systems are based
on statistical targets, with sufficient knowledge of
the construct of writing and its measurement, the
adaptation can be made at a more substantive level.
Therefore, efficiency and flexibility should derive
from knowledge of the construct, its constituent
processes, and the sensitivity of specific tests or task
types to measure them. As evidence of a students’
abilities is updated based on task performance,
subsequent tasks can be selected that are most informative for that child. For example, there may

• New approaches are needed for formative as well
as summative assessment in writing, as are ways to
help teachers use the information gained in ways
that inform their instruction of individual children
(Graham, et al., 2011a, 2011b). Again, technology
may be useful (Connor et al., in press). It also would
be helpful to teachers if we could advise them about
the aspects of instruction that carry the most “bang
for the buck,” to help them prioritize instruction for
a particular child.
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• There continues to be a strong need for novel or ex-

developmental trajectories of reading and writing
remain critical to investigate from assessment, intervention, and assessment-intervention perspectives.

isting, but not used, approaches, theories, and models that can enhance construct clarity and provide
insights to test the framing of a construct to guide
work in this area. More careful consideration of
what types of statistical models may be most useful
for various purposes, based on what is known about
the nature of the constructs of reading and writing
(and language arts in general) would be informative.
Researchers should examine what statistical models
exist, and what types of tasks would be used to assess the adequacy or fit of these, to determine which
models are appropriate. How do the properties of
potentially appropriate statistical models explain,
contradict, or add to what we know or hypothesize
about the constructs, and can they account for the
complex tasks and sets of tasks that would be involved in assessing reading and writing?

• Listening and speaking both developmentally precede reading and writing, and then continue to
develop in complexity alongside literacy skills.
Reasoning and critical thinking involve listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Longitudinal research will be important to understanding the intricacies of the mutual influences of these reciprocal
relationships, and to identifying the earliest predictors of potential success in reading and writing.

• Longitudinal and intervention research is needed
that can track the joint progression of reading and
writing (and other aspects of language arts) across
multiple, critical genres. Longitudinal research can
delineate the trajectories of typically developing students at risk for reading and writing difficulties and
of those students with manifest learning disabilities,
as well as how best to support the development of
effective readers and writers. How might these trajectories differ for those students who struggle with
reading, writing, or both reading and writing?

FUTURE RESEARCH NEEDS
Given all of these issues, it is clear that additional research
is needed on an ongoing basis. Overall, there is a need to
better understand the reading–writing connection across
the developmental trajectory from preschool through
high school, and beyond, and indeed to more clearly delineate that developmental trajectory.
Longitudinal and randomized controlled studies will
be essential to increase our understanding of the complex
developmental trajectory of writing, including how such
development is linked with or independent of literacy development. Such research will increase our understanding about how to support the development of students’
reading–writing developmental trajectory:

• In addition to documenting trajectories, longitudinal and intervention research is also needed on how
best to instructionally support the development of
effective writing and reading across genres from
K–12.
Additional research on instruction and intervention,
including randomized controlled trials, is needed:

• Research is needed to address how reading and writing can be effectively integrated in interventions
for students at various reading/writing levels, and
for those who are struggling with reading and/or
writing.

• Attention to the behavioral, neurobiological, and
genetic factors related to the reading–writing connection, and their association with each other,
may offer important insights regarding underlying
causal mechanisms related to the connection. This
offers the potential for earlier identification of potential problems, including dyslexia and dysgraphia,
and for individualization or personalization of
intervention.

• It has not yet been clearly determined what is necessary to have a complete writing program in elementary or middle school, or what constitutes an
effective writing program. Further, in reading and
writing instruction, it is not clear what needs to be
addressed separately for each and what may be most
effectively taught if taught in combination.

• The interrelationship among reading, writing, lis-

• Written language is considered part of early literacy,

tening and speaking needs to be investigated from
the perspective of how early intervention for one or
the other affects the remaining areas, and how combinations of these influence student outcomes.

but it often is engulfed by early reading with little
experience in early writing skills or their precursors.
If reading and writing are associated, they may be
more associated during the preschool years than in
later years and may change over time in nonlinear
ways. These associations remain unclear at present, and research efforts to address the separate

• What are the earliest predictors of later reading and
writing success or problems? How early can we intervene in ways that can prevent later difficulties in
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reading and writing? Can and should these two areas be addressed integratively or separately?

reasoning from evidence that will help shape our
understanding of the constructs as well as inform
instruction. To move forward with developments on
only the statistical modeling front uninformed by
changing construct definitions, innovative item design, instructional opportunities, and developmental principles is improvident.

Additional and ongoing work on technology will be
important.

• Ongoing research is needed into how to most effectively use new technologies for assessment implementation, scoring, and analysis; instruction
delivery, monitoring and planning; intervention
delivery and modification to address individual difficulties; and for teacher training and professional
development.

• Measures are needed that assess the constructs
rather than letting constructs be defined by existing
(or new unidimensional) assessments. Carefully designed randomized controlled trials to generate data
are needed to fully explicate the strong correlation
of reading and writing skills development, their underlying constructs, and the reciprocal causal effects
instruction/growth in one may have on the other.

• It would be interesting to determine whether the
development of simpler writing scoring methods
for teachers might encourage more of them (especially content area teachers) to have their students
write more often. Computer scored approaches are
attractive given the relative speed and standardization they offer, but rubrics are useful because they
keep teachers more familiar with and may even
teach them more about the writing tasks; this may
enable/encourage them to focus on more than just
story writing. Comparisons of these approaches and
their overall utility for teachers and effect on student
reading and writing outcomes could be helpful.

• Both formative and summative assessments of these
skills and underlying constructs are needed to assist with diagnostic/identification and instructional
purposes. Research is also needed on the most effective ways to assist teachers in using the results of
such assessments to improve and tailor instruction.
As the models of effective writing instruction are
tested and confirmed, then teacher education and professional development will be needed so that assessment,
identification, instruction, and individualized intervention in writing can be used effectively at home, in the
classroom, and in the community. Models will likely
include neurological, biological, genetic, and behavioral
(academic and socioemotional) factors. How both reading and writing instructional strategies are responsive to
and implemented within the Common Core Standards for
Language Arts, how they are addressed within responseto-intervention approaches in the classroom and in special education more generally, and the results of these
changes, are current issues that require further scientific
inquiry, as do ways to get what is known into the home
and classroom. This includes early parenting support and
early identification of potential problems. It also includes
guiding teachers in assessing (or seeking services for assessment), interpreting the results, and delivering writing
instruction/intervention. This is likely to require teachers
to integrate writing with reading/language arts instruction, and to have students read and write more, and to
involve varied types of documents. Taken together, new
knowledge informing new actions should lead to stronger student reading and writing achievement. The reading–writing connection is a dynamic issue that can offer
exciting areas for study that have the potential to inform
how we help today’s students become better readers and
writers. Education and learning science, however, needs
to continue to develop the empirical basis for the varied

• Use of technology is pervasive and increasing in
our society. Work on other forms of writing, such
as writing work plans, e-mails, and texting and research on how best to develop these evolving skills
to facilitate communication should be considered.
In addition, the impact of these various forms on
both student writing and on approaches to writing
instruction should be examined.
Work employing assessment theory and modeling is
needed:

• Better testing of theories using sophisticated statistical modeling techniques might be useful to guide
both assessment and instruction.

• Novel approaches to assessment are needed, for both
research and instructional purposes. Simultaneous
consideration of statistical models, the development
of task types (e.g., variations in writing prompts—
pictures, questions, or titles; or variations in assessing argumentation—students might either generate
an argument after reading a text or critique an argument made by a hypothetical student), and constructs of reading and writing will be important as
we move forward. These can be accomplished with
an evidence-centered design approach to assessment, not just focused on tasks or the model, but
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facets of this connection. These efforts undoubtedly will
drive evidence-based assessment, instruction, and intervention, and push educational public policy that will
support the advancement of reading and writing for all
students.

Edmonds, M.S., Vaughn, S., Wexler, J., Reutebuch, E.K., Cable,
A., Tackett, K.K., & Schnakenberg, J.W. (2009). A synthesis of
reading interventions and effects on reading comprehension
outcomes for older struggling readers. Review of Educational
Research, 79(1), 262–300. doi:10.3102/00346543025998
Fitzgerald, J., & Shanahan, T. (2000). Reading and writing relations and their development. Educational Psychologist, 35,
39–50.
Flower, L., & Hayes, J. R. (1981). Process-based evaluation of
writing: Changing the performance, not the product.
Gilbert, J., & Graham, S. (2010). Teaching writing to elementary students in grades 4 to 6: A national survey. Elementary
School Journal, 110, 494–518.
Graesser, A. C., & McNamara, D. S. (in press). Technologies that
support reading comprehension. In C. J. Dede & J. Richards
(Eds.), Digital teaching platforms. Cambridge, MA: Harvard
Education Press.
Graham, S., Harris, K., & Hebert, M. (2011a). Informing writing:
The benefits of formative assessment. A Carnegie Corporation
Time to Act report. Washington, DC: Alliance for Excellent
Education.
Graham, S., Harris, K.R., & Hebert, M. (2011b). It is more than
just the message: Presentation effects in scoring writing.
Focus on Exceptional Children, 44 (4), 1–12.
Graham, S., Harris, K. R., & Mason, L. (2005). Improving the
writing performance, knowledge, and self-efficacy of struggling young writers: The effects of self-regulated strategy
development. Contemporary Educational Psychology, 30,
207–241.
Graham, S., & Hebert, M. (in press). Writing-to-read: A metaanalysis of the impact of writing and writing instruction on
reading. Harvard Educational Review.
Graham, S., & Hebert, H. (2010). Writing to read: Evidence for
how writing can improve reading (A report from the Carnegie
Corporation of New York). Washington, DC: Alliance for
Excellent Education.
Graham, S., & Perin, D. (2007). Writing next: Effective strategies to improve writing of adolescents in middle and high
schools (A report from the Carnegie Corporation of New York).
Washington, DC: Alliance for Excellent Education.
Graves, D., & Hansen, J. (1983). The author’s chair. Language
Arts, 60 (2), 176–183.
Guth, H.P. (1987). Essay 2: Reading with the writer’s eye (2nd
ed). Florence, KY: Wadsworth Publishing.
Guth, H.P. (1997). You the writer: Writing, reading, thinking.
Florence, KY: Wadsworth Publishing.
Harris, K., Graham, S., and Adkins, M. (2012). Tier 2, teacher
implemented writing strategie instruction following practicebased professional development. Manuscript submitted for
publication.
Harris, K. R., Graham, S., Brindle, M., & Sandmel, K. (2009).
Metacognition and children’s writing. In D. Hacker, J.
Dunlosky, & A. Graesser (Eds.), Handbook of metacognition
in education (pp. 131–153). Mahwah, NJ: Erlbaum.
Harris, K.R., Graham, S., & Mason, L. (2006). Improving the
writing, knowledge, and motivation of struggling young
writers: Effects of self-regulated strategy development with

REFERENCES
AACTE (2002). Research-based literacy instruction: Implications
for teacher education. A White Paper of the American
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, Focus
Council on Literacy. Retrieved February 29, 2012, from
http://www.eric.ed.gov/ERICWebPortal/search/detailmini
.jsp?_nfpb=true&_&ERICExtSearch_SearchValue_0=
ED472939&ERICExtSearch_SearchType_0=no&accno
=ED472939.
Alliance for Excellent Education. (2004). Reading Next: A vision
for action and research in middle and high school. New York:
Carnegie Corporation.
August, D., & Shanahan, T. (2008). Developing reading and
writing in second-language learners: Lessons from the Report
of the National Literacy Panel on Language Minority Children
and Youth. Abbingdon, Oxon, UK: Taylor & Francis.
Berninger, V., Nagy, W., & Beers, S. (2011). Child writers’ construction and reconstruction of single sentences and construction of multi-sentence texts: Contributions of syntax
and transcription to translation. Reading and Writing:
An Interdisciplinary Journal, 24(2), 151–182. doi:10.1007/
s11145-010-9262-y
Biancarosa, G., & Snow, C.E. (2004). Reading Next—A vision for
action and research in middle and high school literacy: A report
to Carnegie Corporation of New York. Alliance for Excellent
Education. http://www.all4ed.org/files/ReadingNext.pdf
Caccamise, D. J., Franzke, M., Eckhoff, A., Kintsch, E., &
Kintsch, W. (2007). Guided practice in technology-based
summary writing. In D. S. McNamara (Ed.), Reading comprehension strategies: Theories, interventions, and technologies
(pp. 375–396). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.
Campuzano, L., Dynarski, M., Agodini, R., & Rall, K. (2009).
Effectiveness of reading and mathematics software products:
Findings from two student cohorts. Washington, DC: Institute
of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education.
Connor, C. M., Goldman, S. R., & Fishman, B. (in press).
Reading and writing technology. In M. Spector, D.
Merrill, & M. J. Bishop (Eds.), Handbook of Research on
Educational Communications and Technology: Association
for Educational Communications and Technology.
Connor, C. M., Morrison, F. J., Fishman, B., Giuliani, S., Luck,
M., Underwood, P., . . . Schatschneider, C. (2011). Classroom
instruction, child X instruction interactions and the impact of differentiating student instruction on third graders’
reading comprehension. Reading Research Quarterly, 46(3),
189–221.
Connor, C. M., Morrison, F. J., Fishman, B. J., Schatschneider,
C., & Underwood, P. (2007). THE EARLY YEARS:
Algorithm-guided individualized reading instruction.
Science, 315(5811), 464–465. doi:10.1126/science.1134513

–9–

and without peer support. American Educational Research
Journal, 43(2), 295–340.
Harris, K. R., Graham, S., Mason, L., & Friedlander, B. (2008).
Powerful writing strategies for all students. Baltimore: Brookes
Publishing.
Harris, K.R., Lane, K.L., Graham, S., Driscoll, S., Sandmel, K.,
Brindle, M., & Schatschneider, C. (2012). Practice-based
professional development for self-regulated strategies development in writing: A randomized controlled study. Journal
of Teacher Education, 63 (2), 103–119.
Hayes, J. R., & Flower, L. S. (1987). On the structure of the writing process. Topics in Language Disorders, 7(4), 19–30.
Hooper, S.R., Costa, L-J., Kitson, R., Anderson, K.L.,
Yerby, D.C., Knuth, S.B., & McBee, M. (February, 2010).
Neuropsychological contributions to the reading–writing
connection: Writing language disorder-only versus written
language+reading disorder. Paper presented at The 38th
Annual Meeting of the International Neuropsychological
Society, Acapulco, Mexico.
Hooper, S., Costa, L-J, McBee, M., Anderson, K., Yerby, D.,
Childress, A., & Knuth, S. (in press). A written language intervention for at-risk second grade students: a randomized
controlled trial of the process assessment of the learner lesson plans in a tier 2 response-to-intervention (RtI) model.
Annals of Dyslexia. doi:10.1007/s11881-011-0056-y.
Hooper, S., Costa, L-J, McBee, M., Anderson, K., Yerby, D.,
Knuth, S., & Childress, A. (2011). Concurrent and longitudinal neuropsychological contributors to written language
expression in first and second grade students. Reading
and Writing: An Interdisciplinary Journal, 24(2), 221–252.
doi:10.1007/s11145-010-9263-x.
Hooper, S.R., Roberts, J.E., Nelson, L., Zeisel, S., & Kasambira,
D. (2010). Preschool predictors of narrative writing skills in
elementary school children. School Psychology Quarterly, 25,
1–12.
Katusic, S.K, Colligan, R.C., Weaver, A.L., & Barbaresi, W.J.
(2009). The forgotten learning diability: Epidemiology of
written-language disorder in a population-based cohort
(1976–1982), Rochester, Minnesota. Pediatrics, 123(5),
1306–1313.
Knudson, R. (1991). Development and use of a writing attitude
survey in grades 4 to 8. Psychological Reports, 68, 807–816.
Knudson, R. (1992). Development and application of a writing
attitude survey for grades 1 to 3. Psychological Reports, 70,
711–720.
Knudson, R. (1995). Writing experiences, attitudes, and
achievement of first to sixth graders. Journal of Educational
Research, 89, 90–97.
Landry, S. H., Antony, J. L., Swank, P. R., & Monseque-Bailey,
P. (2010). Effectiveness of comprehensive professional development for teachers of at-risk preschoolers. Journal of
Educational Psychology, 101(2), 448–465.
Moats, L., Foorman, B., & Taylor, P. (2006). How quality of
writing instruction impacts high-risk fourth graders’ writing. Reading and Writing Quarterly, 19, 363–391.

Moats, L. C. (1994). The missing foundation in teacher education: Knowledge of the structure of spoken and written
language. Annals of Dyslexia, 44, 81–102.
Moats, L. (2005/2006, Winter). How spelling supports reading:
And why it is more regular and predictable than you may
think. American Educator, 12–22, 42–43.
Myklebust, H.R. (1973). Development and disorders of writing
language. Volume 2: Studies of normal and exceptional children. New York: Grune & Stratton.
National Early Literacy Panel. (2008). Developing early literacy:
report of the National Early Literacy Panel. Washington DC:
National Institute for Literacy and the National Center for
Family Literacy.
National Governors Association Center for Best Practices &
Council of Chief State School Officers. (2010). Common
Core State Standards for English language arts and literacy
in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects.
Washington, DC: Authors.
National Institute for Literacy. (2008). Developing early literacy:
Report of the National Early Literacy Panel. Washington
DC:National Institute for Literacy and the National Center
for Family Literacy.
National Institute for Literacy. (2009). Early beginnings:
Early literacy knowledge and instruction. Washington, DC:
Authors.
National Institute for Literacy. (2010). Learning to talk and listen: An oral language resource for early childhood caregivers.
Washington, DC: Authors.
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development.
(2000). Report of the National Reading Panel. Teaching children to read: An evidence based assessment of the scientific
research literature on reading and its implications for reading instruction: Reports of the subgroups. (NIH Publication
No. 00-4754.) Washington DC: U.S. Government Printing
Office.
Neville, D., & Searls, E. (1991). A meta-analytic review of the
effects of sentence-combining on reading comprehension.
Reading Research & Instruction, 31, 63–76.
Partnership for Reading (2003a). Put reading first: The research
building blocks for teaching children to read. (Kindergarten to
through grade 3). Retrieved October 19, 2011 from http://
www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/upload/PRFbooklet.
pdf
Partnership for Reading (2003b). Put reading first: Helping your
child learn to read, a parent guide. Retrieved October 19, 2011
from http://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/upload/
PRFbrochure.pdf
Petscher, Y., & Schatschneider, C. (in press). Validating scores
from new assessments: A comparison of classical test theory
and item response theory. In G. Tenenbaum, R. Eklund, &
A. Kamata (Eds.), Handbook of measurement in sport and exercise psychology.
Powell, D. R., Diamond, K. E., Burchinal, M. R., & Koehler,
M. J. (2010). Effects of an early literacy professional development intervention on head start teachers and children.
Journal of Educational Psychology, 102(2), 299–312. doi:
10.1037/a0017763

– 10 –

Tierney, R., & Shanahan, T. (1991). Research on the reading–
writing relationship: Interactions, transactions, and outcomes. In R. Barr, M. Kamil, P. Mosenthal, & P.D. Pearson
(Eds.), The handbook of reading research (Vol. 2; pp. 246–
280). New York: Longman.
Totten, S. (2005). Writing to learn for preservice teachers. The
Quarterly, 27(2), 17–20, 28.
Vaughn, S., Wexler, J., Leroux, A. J., Roberts, G., Denton, C.
A., Barth, A. E., & Fletcher, J. M. (2011). Effects of intensive reading intervention for eighth grade students with
persistently inadequate response to intervention. Journal
of Learning Disabilities., Advanced online publication. doi:
10.1177/00222194114026

Rogers, L., & Graham, S. (2008). A meta-analysis of single
subject design writing intervention research. Journal of
Educational Psychology, 100, 879–906.
Shermis, M.D. (2010). Automated essay scoring in a high stakes
testing environment. In V. J. Shute & B.J Becker (Eds.),
Innovative assessment for the 21st century: Supporting educational needs. (pp. 167–185). New York: Springer Science and
Business Media.
Shermis, M.D., & Burstein, J. (2003). Automated essay scoring: A cross-disciplinary perspective. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence
Erlbaum Associates.
Stotsky, S. (1983). Research on reading/writing relationships:
A synthesis and suggested directions. Language Arts, 60(5),
627–642.
Sandmel, K., & Graham, S. (2011). The process writing approach: A meta-analysis. Journal of Educational Research,
104, 396–407.

PANELISTS
Devon Brenner, Mississippi State University
Carol Connor, Arizona State University

Stephen Hooper, University of North Carolina,

Chapel Hill

Joanna Gorin, Arizona State University

P. David Pearson, University of California, Berkeley

Karen R. Harris, Vanderbilt University

Dorothy Strickland, Rutgers University
Julie Washington, Georgia State University

STAFF
Richard Long, International Reading Association
Peggy McCardle, NICHD
Brett Miller, NICHD

– 11 –

