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FOSTER ING AP  PART IC IPAT ION AND SUCCESS

+ Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
* AP Italian Language and Culture was discontinued after the 2008-09 school year, and was reinstated in 2011-12.

Subjects with fewer than five AP Exam takers were omitted from this figure.

F I G U R E  3 	 Score Distributions of AP Exams Taken by the Class of 2013 During High School

Rank

100% 80% 60% 40% 20% 0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Subject No. of Exams % of Exam Scores+

Chinese Language and Culture 56

Japanese Language and Culture 5

Studio Art: 2-D Design 145

Studio Art: Drawing 172

German Language and Culture 23

Calculus BC 1,347

7 Spanish Language 1,970

Physics C: Mechanics 377

9 Psychology 1,728

Music Theory 167

Spanish Literature and Culture 276

Microeconomics 565

French Language and Culture 123

European History 818

Computer Science A 110

Art History 99

Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 82

Human Geography 686

Comparative Government and Politics 78

Physics B 849

Statistics 1,188

1 English Language and Composition 6,269

8 Biology 1,801

3 English Literature and Composition 4,860

5 Calculus AB 3,069

10 Chemistry 1,511

4 United States Government and Politics 3,934

Environmental Science 497

Macroeconomics 1,369

Studio Art: 3-D Design 35

2 United States History 5,767

6 World History 2,436

Latin 24

Italian Language and Culture* 0
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A CLOSER  LOOK  AT  EQUITY  GAPS  IN  AP  PART IC IPAT ION AND SUCCESS

Low Income
F I G U R E  4 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

11,882
AP Exams were taken by low-income 
graduates in the class of 2013

The percentage or number of ...

• K–12 students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch*

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam who are from low-income backgrounds

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school who are from low-income backgrounds

2003 2008 2012 2013

** ** ** **

308 1,638 4,279 4,459

190 774 1,972 2,212

2003 2008 20122011 2013
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*�Estimates reflect the percentage of K–12 public school 
students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch.  
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education 
Statistics: 2008 (Table 42), 2009 (Table 42), 2010 (Table 
44), 2011 (Table 45), and 2012 (Table 46).

**�The numbers of students in the graduating classes 
who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch are 
not available.
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Black/African American
F I G U R E  5 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

571
black/African American graduates in the 
class of 2013 took an AP Exam during 
high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are black/African American

2003 2008 2012 2013

2,240 3,398 3,695 3,584

103 316 530 571

38 102 222 263

2003 2008 2012 2013
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Hispanic/Latino
F I G U R E  6 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

4,551
Hispanic/Latino graduates in the  
class of 2013 took an AP Exam  
during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are Hispanic/Latino

2003 2008 2012 2013

13,622 20,276 23,150 22,383

839 2,420 4,360 4,551

561 1,142 2,140 2,285
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American Indian/ 
Alaska Native
F I G U R E  7 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

344
American Indian/Alaska Native 
graduates in the class of 2013 took an 
AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are American Indian/Alaska Native

2003 2008 2012 2013

2,693 3,625 3,081 2,705

110 223 376 344

31 45 86 101

2003 2008 2012 2013
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Asian/Asian American/  
Pacific Islander
F I G U R E  8 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

1,249
Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander 
graduates in the class of 2013 took an 
AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander

2003 2008 2012 2013

1,392 1,878 2,186 2,350

411 756 1,074 1,249

276 485 757 862
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White
F I G U R E  9 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

7,601
white graduates in the class of 2013 
took an AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are white

2003 2008 2012 2013

30,039 32,490 29,014 27,956

3,962 6,328 7,352 7,601

2,625 3,930 4,770 4,936
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ABOUT THE COLLEGE BOARD

The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-profit 

organization that connects students to college success  

and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board  

was created to expand access to higher education.  

Today, the membership association is made up of over 

6,000 of the world’s leading educational institutions  

and is dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in 

education. Each year, the College Board helps more  

than seven million students prepare for a successful 

transition to college through programs and services in 

college readiness and college success — including  

the SAT®, and the Advanced Placement Program®. The 

organization also serves the education community through 

research and advocacy on behalf of students, educators, 

and schools.

For further information, visit www.collegeboard.org.
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