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+ Due to rounding, percentages do not always add up to 100.0.
* AP Italian Language and Culture was discontinued after the 2008-09 school year, and was reinstated in 2011-12.

Subjects with fewer than five AP Exam takers were omitted from this figure.

F I G U R E  3 	 Score Distributions of AP Exams Taken by the Class of 2013 During High School
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Latin 33

Studio Art: 2-D Design 441

German Language and Culture 71

Chinese Language and Culture 68

Calculus BC 2,025

French Language and Culture 244

Art History 236

Studio Art: Drawing 216

Physics C: Mechanics 890

Microeconomics 713

Studio Art: 3-D Design 110

Physics C: Electricity and Magnetism 336

Spanish Language 1,786

6 Psychology 3,252

Music Theory 301

10 Human Geography 2,340

Macroeconomics 839

Computer Science A 284

2 English Literature and Composition 6,036

1 English Language and Composition 8,455

European History 1,582

Physics B 1,231

Spanish Literature and Culture 211

8 Biology 2,977

Chemistry 2,046

5 United States Government and Politics 3,466

4 Calculus AB 4,333

7 Statistics 3,162

9 World History 2,452

3 United States History 5,421

Environmental Science 1,433

Comparative Government and Politics 296

Japanese Language and Culture 27

Italian Language and Culture* 1
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Low Income
F I G U R E  4 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

8,238
AP Exams were taken by low-income 
graduates in the class of 2013

The percentage or number of ...

• K–12 students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch*

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam who are from low-income backgrounds

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school who are from low-income backgrounds

2003 2008 2012 2013

** ** ** **

524 1,348 3,002 3,210

278 597 1,387 1,515

2003 2008 20122011 2013
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2005

*�Estimates reflect the percentage of K–12 public school 
students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch.  
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National 
Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education 
Statistics: 2008 (Table 42), 2009 (Table 42), 2010 (Table 
44), 2011 (Table 45), and 2012 (Table 46).

**�The numbers of students in the graduating classes 
who are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch are 
not available.
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Black/African American
F I G U R E  5 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

757
black/African American graduates in the 
class of 2013 took an AP Exam during 
high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are black/African American

2003 2008 2012 2013

1,849 2,498 2,372 2,348

212 486 706 757

84 153 261 270
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Hispanic/Latino
F I G U R E  6 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

2,968
Hispanic/Latino graduates in the  
class of 2013 took an AP Exam  
during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are Hispanic/Latino

2003 2008 2012 2013

6,270 8,454 11,862 11,487

854 1,622 2,804 2,968

492 748 1,331 1,474
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American Indian/ 
Alaska Native
F I G U R E  7 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

137
American Indian/Alaska Native 
graduates in the class of 2013 took an 
AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are American Indian/Alaska Native

2003 2008 2012 2013

368 438 465 418

41 80 143 137

21 44 70 69
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Asian/Asian American/  
Pacific Islander
F I G U R E  8 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

1,232
Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander 
graduates in the class of 2013 took an 
AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are Asian/Asian American/Pacific Islander

2003 2008 2012 2013

1,397 1,617 1,673 1,857

480 792 1,105 1,232

288 493 737 792
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White
F I G U R E  9 	 Trends in AP Exam Participation and Success

13,381
white graduates in the class of 2013 
took an AP Exam during high school

The percentage or number of ...

• students in the graduating class

• graduates leaving high school having taken an AP Exam

• graduates scoring 3+ on an AP Exam during high school
... who are white

2003 2008 2012 2013

32,495 33,075 32,344 31,865

7,463 11,018 12,575 13,381

5,029 7,305 8,540 9,027
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The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-profit 

organization that connects students to college success  

and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board  

was created to expand access to higher education.  
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6,000 of the world’s leading educational institutions  

and is dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in 
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than seven million students prepare for a successful 

transition to college through programs and services in 
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