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4
USE OF RECORDINGS

But when 1 played these records to the class, my students were unable
to follow the meaning of the lines in some poem as the narrator's enuncia-
tion wail poor. However, not all the poems were unintelligible. Those
with which the boys and girls were familiar could be understood fairly

My point is that the value of the selections for class use- varivd
considerably."

"1 have foundAhat to* true also," added the chairman. "Perhaps
we should have a small committkv -stud) this quoiiion of how to use
recordings tb advantage. Who would like . . .1"

Usefulness of Records Today
Records of one type or another have been used in the languige arta

classroom with varying degrees of success. for several decades. During
the thkties many teachers in America Used literature records which they
obtained through the National Counil of Teachers of English. In 1942
the bulletin, Retordings for School Use, which was pubtisbed as part of
the Radio in Education Series, listed many recordings and appraised
their educational value and technical quality. However, not until
World War II was ended did the high-school English teacher have
available to her hundeeds of nrordings of literary and historical sig-
nificance. Today there are dozens of Shakespearean albums for sale,
soxis -of poetry records, and hundreds of disks with ballads and folk
tongs. In addition, there are recordings of famous historical events,

arof no7ds and shce storiea, and of twentieth century drama. Most of
the literary edect4ons are narrated or sung by professional artists, famous
British and Ainean actors, actrases, and singerti. Some ol the poems
are read by the poets theznselves: writeri like Robert r rota, Lew

Sateen, Carl Sandburg, and Stephen Vincr-nt Ben& Furthermore, the
quality of records has steadily improved. Fidelity is excellent and
wearing quality is good. Also, the. IIP,t record helps to kistain
mood in Oays and other keg pieces of literature.

Most language arts teachers mike that poetry and drami abmild
be heard as well as retKI. In fact, a good poem, lie classical musk,
needs to be heard several times before its beauty can be *hilly appreciated.
Emotkinal awl rhythmic qualities of literature are more truly communi-
cated te the listena by voice than by only the verbitI symbols on the
printed page. Unfortunately, but undavtandably, some English teachers
today bare neither the speech training nor the neve vocal alnlities to
deliver Hamlet'? soliloquy &ginning, "0, that this too too sokid flesh
would !ma . . ." or Tennyson's "Break, Break, Break!: The odds are

I Maar I. Roberti peardlogs -School Use: A Catalog al Appear*. *, Now York, World Book
CAMINM-1.41.
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HIGHISCHO' 1, LANGUAGE p
A CLASSES

good that Laurence Olivier, John Gielgud, or nnother first-rate
fessional actor will give a more vivid and realistic interpretation of the
selections than the typical English teacher. As Brae eae-ia-0 poin
out in his discussion of the use of records in teaching p_try: "Tw few
of us read with anything like the finesse we imagine, are not always in
kosA voice, and in all probability are limited in our range of terformance
whatever our catholicity of taste. It Is too mucn to mime eNen the
most accomplished reader to be equally successful in
Chaucer, Pope, Tennyson, and Auden."YeatQ

6

However, recordings should not be used to supplant oral reading
either the students or the teacher. As a touchstone or a standard, the
professional's dramatizatiotor reading may ireTiome a strong stimulus for
better oral delivery by the listener. And, as is s-ernetimses true of reco.k:
ings, the vocal qualities of the narrator may be so inferior in clarity,
tone, rate, or enunciation that the students may profitably engage in a
constructive analysis of the reasons for the narrator's failure to com-
municate. If the equipment is available, they may attempt to do better
themselves by making a recording on a platter or tape.

"

g of Recordings

.0-

failure of some narrators to communicate the mood and message
of poems, piays, and patriotic addresses which they read is sufficiently
common on recordinec to pistil' rt=everat precautions in the

lor classroom use. Adolescents, particulariv boys with a t arzan
complex," do not usually appreciate sentimental and superemotional
renditions of poetry toe drama. Precise enunciation, clarity of pro-
nunciation, and te of delivery are extremely important for
adequate understanding of records played to a 1-LL --eheol au imce.

The subject matter and theme of the selection should also he con-
sidered in relation to the tastes and attitudme of class members. A group

I of junior high Khoo students who are having fun reading Smoky, The
Gue Pank fif Sherlock Holmes, Jimtor Ppliss, and Hot lic4 are not ready

the best renditionto enjoy even oz "God's World," "La Belle Dame Sans
Merci," _r_nstpr)RE ridge." Recoids selected by thecur,. _

teacher or, better yet, by e

above the appreciation level
in most classes the

and varied. If
titles oT

students
fore

toE verg f,

gq11

teneher awl students should int be far
-st members of the class.

a a 2 leve.8 OE appreciation will
3eiils lii a class are encour----&-i to con-_

e and to actueI_ev

retardell ana advanmi
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USE OF RECORDIIGS 5

\Vh;n IOFillflLY Df Iy a class on apprtwai. the local

recora SIA:Jre; flUIY DO wiiiing tO OD=UlIn tneni aria ixwmi a fI11Jt3 Ø

students and echis to evaluate the r&C4liI3 S',jjefl

contempa:ed4 Iii certiin htances tIe norietor of the rnuie store

may &i-tge for a hearing of the rtxords in tie da&ii:oii. Axi ini=.

p'JTtilflL I)rh:ciple km to11ov in tile 1uyin of ierds; is to hear the recorls

and to U7 thefl out on it least a tui1E1ts with (1jU1Pflt 1-triI%

tastes befOre firm' t,urchase is yq(j. If v;qtt: t be absolutely

cerLiin of the teclwicaI qulTijity of the disks-that is, freedom from ex

tn:meous flflhi and (hRtort1cEr -oi:e should jrOflIflIV purcuase the recnis

on !te11E= ither tluin other copiese
' -L . ' & . I

,-1 (r 11 TbPt & fl Pfl P-TV 1V lfl
. -L7 '_i q A (iJ A V t L*&AJ %%*= t = LI %s .bL* a iii

may wsh to OU1.Iifle a Ien:nngC budget for the purchase of records aixi

to OUt c Iliftfl With the c&areration of rei'cs=rtaüve students; ior

develoTg a rec'rd iiF;frary suck a pane WhiCh flhiiJdit cover a period of

:evraI yf:ff8, WOUld include consiaerations such as:

1. !4nev available

2. Litrnure itodied in amunon in dif1rent grad

3. S4)u:f IUtFtS and a1nrociation levels

4. F;ee)-Td available for irchaee

- 5 QuEtlit.y of reoor(:iings

6. Availatility of tree or reciW rexwds

Boys ajii girls in the EngIih cI:acs wy h8VC li1arks of records,

=T1e of Nlil1 cfl Iki? ud in teaching literature. Aittough their co1-

lt-ns are likely to conuiin a wepoiIerince o-f riiar irui;ic, they

fluky EJ3 include sonie excellent ballads, folk inusie 1r;criptions of

flR1ffl1(flJ eventa, and Shakeepearean readings In Th ñgch Journal,

LavkI Ilthn deribes h'w he encouraged 1,iS students IA: flW:f a fist of

records that they owned3 AThrthe lists were &reened, ii inveiitcry

was mlide of the r&oxdings suita1e !o: cliiss uses I nese rcoras,
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USE OF RECORD=LNCS 7

teacher needs to t the stage where such information aids understanding

of tJ1e play.

Journey of the Magi," which may be used appropriately before

the cTTi:tna season, iviIl also be much more meaningful if the story of

the reviewec- by U students and if the symbolism of the "three

trees on a ow sky, tti old white horse, and the dicing for piec ol

silver" is explained. Time and setting iie, as usual, of primary im

portance. 1'vo or three questions such as "How are the Magi affected
by the 1:=jr;h of Christ?" or "Why were they uneasy after they returned

to their own kingdoms?" will sharpen the students' listening proce and

focus their attention on significant ideas in the poem.

Should a poem or other piece of literature ever 1e played without an

introduction? Yes, *provided the students are capable of understanding

the language, the k1e:t and the meaning of the selection. Yuth 4O
have spent their in flJfl areas of New York, Ohio, Indiana, 1hian,

c-oLIn,anciM1nneouL, as well In eerunotter may 1sttEm

t a poem flI;e 1' rt i 7Utei !tIPle4 icKiri;, tie Runai=iy, aria inc

jfl Wit11O-Ut aiiy aavarice pn;paration. In tact, a iyric nxe i tie

tji1Fc should be !is1f1id= to rather than kiiked Gb(flL One does not
4 the off mayflower admire Ont = yE- a to Y:'I' i * = hand,Lta1 L'uUty J&L (iL;e
I I listened "Birches" will - I

*wantfiuTa q-i- girls who fl2 ?t c; ;t_,jJ J bL w ti y v,

their
I J4 % . experiences, torelive r jj1 -i i and t IT i r -= trees'z *LLJJzi n

I I kI

I 'i1FHfH ;t::e Er::::
:

anaLoclnswi er

L'__ Frost's. V natural L'j i a=- tt
I:;-Ieas!re arc1 atisfaction.

1!fqfl! teri:cftcrs virio use jflll ill iie tJiR:113!1 CIfiSS IUIVC IOUflU

that st!=uient fle(liJIte a flliIC!I ixtur of the iIne4 played

-n the record when they follow wu wnrti Ci? ifli T1flTTfltC)! by reading thej WW J J A& ë %=4

.. ._

Li is played. 'Dr. Sarah Margeryas qnn ,

high-school Fiidi tesclwrs in Nya4, N. Y., renort that this ni!r:1

has proved in ireaching Shakespeare's avs. Tilis

method iS certainly helpful whtn ttp narrator's enunciation is iauity,

his rate of sieech i rapid, when vocabulary is strange, or when

recording s noisy. Pmvkling the students with coji of literary

.elections may be difficult if the literature is protected by coly d

if printed texts are not available in quantity. Of course, short selections
may be Copied Ofl the blackboard r jwojected on a The t:r

rorthng8 Will discover that much bette communication results

wI the printed word is used t reinforce the spoken word. To ckirily

¶Id strength the meaning of the

pJiflJf or :=E:-p be projected m a screen recordswhile i thrcx-'

or "The Journey of the ?agi" are being played.

The
listeiiing to the transcription "Splendid Legend," which drnatizea

rLj

S
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- , a :4I=-= -- - - - -=- ________t :z_ . __ -

e

lives

-_._1].ey icib a cold
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spiritual
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3y successful
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use of several kinds of visual mateaials to set the stage
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Lady

78 NCTE.
No.

Ballads qf Many hands DL 5268 531/2 Deem
Josef Marais si

!Wore the Meat
The Oregon Trail IX and X 78

Blow the Man Down G 20 General
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Bias.- tail Fly, The 545 k '4*(4...Stinson
Burl Ives
Boll royal ID 27 Capi tot
Tex Ritter
Bonnie Doors 211 78 Popular Science

Programa 5344 Gloria Chandler

AlsoJohn Anderson, My Jo
Mary Morison
A Red, Red Rose
Tam O'Shanter
Burl hos 4431
Cowboy's Lament
Po' Boy
Turtle Dove and other selections

Cape Cod Chantey

Rock Island Line

Mocking Bird

Going to Boston
Skip to My Lou

I, Grey Goosynd other selections

Garry Your Tobacco Down Programs 331/2

Virginia's spirituals, chiAren's VII and 78
songs, lonesome tunes, and VIII
fast-stepping dance tunes.
AlsoSettling In

71 Discos

FP )1 351/2

F 20 45

F 20

Conk, Trail Priory=
Riding point, riding swing, rid- XIII

ing drag, the cowboy song.
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Ethnic
Folk 'Jays
Ethnic
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Gloria ChandisP-

Gloria Chandler

U1/2 Mode Chandler
78 Gloria Chandler
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an:4,0y Ballads
Woody Guthrie
Streets of Laiedo
Strawberry Roan
Zebra Dun
Jesse's Gun Rattle
Billy the Kid
Cowboy Clastoics

Cool Wa ter
Chant of the Wtinderer
Tumbling Tumbleweeds, etc.

cowboy Awes
With and without calls
Cowboy Hymns and Spied radials

Too High
Too Wide
Too IArw
Rounded Up in Glory, and other

selections

Cosaboi's Lantant, The,
Burl Ives

"I

1195

Fr n

1TP 168

P 168

DL 9003 ,

Cowboy Semis, rot. I

Bing Crosby
Cowboy Songs, Vol. El

Bing Croeby

peaky/ Cory
Pete --Notes by Alan

Lomax.
Riaselty Rosselty
Ida Red
Old Joe Clark
My Blue Eyed Girl
Come All Fair Maids
Skillet Greasy
Deem in ds Voney
Burl Ives

.
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