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BIBLE READING IN THE PUBLIC. SCHOOLS.

LEGAL STATUS. AND CURRENT PRACTICE.

cINTENTs.IntroiluctionState laws relating to Bible rem:1114g in the public schools: T. Laws requiring
itifde reading; H. I -sws specifically permitting. Bible reading in the schools; III. States in which
!bible reading in tho schools is permitted Imder general terms of the law or by maim of its silence
on the subject; IV. Court decisions favorable to Bible readOg in the schools; V. Court decisions
adverse to Bible reading in thepublic schools.; N'1. Other States in which the stated reading of the'
Bible in the publió schools is not permitted or Eracticed.

INTRODUCTION.
.

The material here presented has béen brought togéther for publi-
catfo'n in response to a. very considerable demand' for information
relnitive to the usi3 of the Bible in the jiibliç schools. This demand
has been evidenced in recent years by many letters addressed to the
Bureau of .Education And designed to as6ertain what laws the stweral
*ates have on The subject and what the practice is with respect to
Bible reading in the schools of the cpuntry. .Earli in' 1922 the
b,ureau prepared itnd sent to $tate departmerita of education &brief
questionnaire which was intended to Obtain the main items of info's.;
million needed- foo this study. This qiiesiionnaire comprised six
questions, as follows:

1 'Does the law of your State rekluire Bible reading in the public schools at stated
times or for specified Periods within the school week? If so, refer to the law.

2. Does thb law (constitutidnal or statutory) specifiazlly permit 13:b:e reading in the
. _Pchools? / If so, give reference.

$
I

1. If neither of the above is th'e case, is Bible reading permitted under generai
terms of the law or by reason of its 'silence on the subject? ,

4. If it is not 'permitted to read the Bible in the ch-ools, p!eakie refer to stitute or
constitutiodal prbvision which prohibitA.such reading.

5. In some Suites the Bible is excluded from 4he ti ehoo1 s through recognized con-
Atruction of the constitution ór statutes, as by suprem6 court decision or attorney
gpneral's opinion. I's your State one of these? liso, please cite such decision
or opinion. : . 1

6. Outline briefly thé practice with respect to Bible reading in the schools of your
State. . ,

The questionnair, was sent to all States,except the'six whose laws
unequivoCally require stated reading of the Bible in the schools; and
every Státe department of education filled and'returned the blank
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THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC SCIICOOLS.
.

so sent, or otherwise answbred the .questions, propounded.. To thedata thug obtained was added information derived from the. school
Yaws orthe several States and from State constitutions akld supreme
cpuit reports of eases inyolving the lekality. of Bible reading, and
from these evert.il souros tho material embodied in this brief -bulkiin
was compiled *artd arianged.

,It should be readily apparent to the reader thitt, the study here
undertakeri is kiven.the form of, a stat6ment-of facts The writer
makes oo argument for or against the usp of the Bible in ihe public
scliools; nor is aily attempt made to prove the soundnese. or.fallacy
qf any argument or opinion quoted. To sh9w :the legal status of
Bible' reading ia tlie. schools of each State, Ilowever."arrived at, and
something'. of the r;ractice under- such law 'as exigts,; whatever th;tt
pfactice may be, is the writer's objective.

On 'examination of the detailed data. it will .4 -seen that, 6... States
require that a portion of the Bible be read daily- in thschoo1s,
other- Siates spetifiCally permit by law the reading of ihe Bible in
the public schools; in.- 19 States and the District of Columbia the
law is silent on tho subject, and undoi gen.eral terms of the. law Bible
reading is oorlstn:d 'is permissible; in 5 States, whose laws Other-
wise coritain rio specific provision on the subject, the courts halve
tendered opinions fayorable to 'Bible reading. In .Michigan and
California the,matier is 'at present soniewhf.it in &AIM. The Michigan
Sppreinei Couit, held, in if particular case Wore it., that .the reading
of Biblé stories emphasizing ," mortil precepts" was not upconstitu-
tiohal, if Ole reader made no comm'ent and pupils werg permitted to
abgént themelves, bui the court went 'no further in some other
aspects of the matter. fit ease involving.Bible reading in the school's
is at present *pending in ale SuOreme Court of California. Massa.-
chus6tts has both a .statut'e. fequiring Bible reading and .a favorable
court ckizision

#

There remain 10 .States, an4 thése it is wit permissible to read
the BiNe at ,stated tin;ies in :the Public sik*.00ls. Of these Stittes. 3.
have suprome .court decisions adverse -to such reading, and in the
remaining ah ppinión of the &fit° superintendent of publicinstruc-:
don, attorney general, or ôther autlioritative construction has barredt e Bible from the schools. .The acço'mpanying tabillar statement
sh s insitrief space Ole States which require, pernAit, or. prohibit, 041,
use o ihe Bible .t1;Ar respective schools.,
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INTRODUCtION..
a

UMMARY TABLE SHOWING PROVISIONS OP STATE LAWSto BIBLE READING IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
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S.tates.
Est.&is

1

.Alabama. ,
Ariiona
Arkansas .

California
Colorado.
Connecticut
Dvlaware
Di . of (olumbia.
Florida
Ge(irgla:

Illinois
Idaho

Yes:.
1.. c ......

Yes

4.

No,...g.. No
iidiana .

I (Ava

Kentucky
Louisiana..
Maine
Maryland
Maswlinsettts..
Michigan..

'

Minnagota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana*
Nebraska.
Nevada. . .

New Hampshire..}.
New Jersey

.

New Me: ico
New York
North Carolina -
North Dakota,. .
ohio
oklahoma
)regon...tIt yenta

Rhode Island .
south Carolina,
south Dakota.:
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See column 2.

Generally read,

Local board decides.
In some schools.
A t.opening exercises.

In most Relios.
.

be%e column 2.
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Adverse.
%

O

In somé schools.
Do.

At opening exercises.
"Common practice."

WidelY read
Custom to read.
See column 2. 4"At opening smell.

elser.''

Generally rest
Bible storiftritad.
Ustially not read.

Aln some schools.

Commonly reed.
See column 2.
Little'attention to ft.
In New York.VIty.
Usually read. ,

gelietally read,
Local board decides,

Do.
Generally not read.
See column 2.
At teacher's option. 1

Gloomily read.
In some schools.
Soe column 2,
In some schools.
At teacher's option.
Generally read..
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In some schools.

Tn ihany schools.'

i State board of education bas ruled. that religious instruction can not be given during school bourn
2 Byipourt of appealt_____Çase now pOndinglTan. 1923) in State supreme court. ,

'.1 Constituti9u (4rt. IX,:tilse,:6) proilibits teachh"sectarian or religious tenets or doctrines."
,

0 Reading must ,withoutcomment. ... 4 4. , f
4 .There Is qiiiel$vhether the Bible niay be r . Court dsion favorable to reading Bible stories. .

, , . .
,Iri New York ty by citt chattel. ,t-,.

7 State contimIssloner of education ,has ruledaditerseiy to Bible reading in school houl. .

; 2 ki_upreme court decision adverse to "stated reading of Bible." . 6

s Constituton prohibits "sectarian instruction", 9, mulling attendance upon ani "religious serioice."
s :f . \, i

i' 1, ,

The laws of the ,six. States,,which require that the Bible'Oe -used in
the public sohoolg are alike in that daily roadinvAie prps "bed,.butr
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THE BIBLE PT THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

"readings from the Holy Bib le"; Georgia prescribes " the Bible,
including the Old and" the New Testament"; MaAsachusetts, " aportion of the. Bible"; the new Jersey law, " at léast 5 verse's firom
that portion of the-Holy Bible known as the- Old Testament"; ,Penn-,
sylvariia requires " at least 10 verses from the Holy Bible"; and the
Tennessee law 'uses the same language as that of Peniísylvahia. In
New Jersey, Pennsylvania., and Tennessee reading must be." withok
.comment," and in Massachusetts, 'without written note or oral
-.comment." In Georgia, Mwachusetts, and Tennessee any pupil
may be èxcuse(Ffrom the Bible-reading-exercists upon written reque.t
óf his parents-or gordian.

The laws of the'six States which gpecifically permit t.6 use of the
Bible- in the schools would seem tò indicate the intent of tttvlegisla-
tures to safeguard thé Bible 'against exclusion from thè schools under
construction placed upon laws relating to religious or sectarian instruc-
tion. For example, the North Dakota act declares "The Bible shall
noi, be deemed a sectarian book. It' shall not he excluded from any
public school."

The largest group of States, under the ólassification made in this
study, comprises those which have no written law on Bible reading
in the schools, but in which such reading is permissible by rehson of
the law's silence on the subject or by general cobsent of the people.

. In these States The matter is *generally at the discretion of the local
sohool authorities. Clbsely related to this grwup is the group of five
State§ whose .conOitutions and -.statutes are silent on Bible reading
118 such, but whose courts have renderc;c1 favorable deCisions. 'In
Ohio, for ex,ample, the supreme court held that the courts could not
by injunction prevent a local khool board from requiri-ng that the
Bible be read as a part of the opening exeicisds of. the "school. An
opinioti .of the attornej general of Montana would permit Bible
-reading in the .schools if no accompanyi4 comrhent is made.

Whefe a State constitution or statute prohibits ."ieligión," " re-
ligious instruttion," or " rehgious exercises." -in die public sdfools,
it would seëm that the Bible is generilly understood to be Neluded,
particularly if its use is-to be mgde a.pirt of the morning exercises ois
other ,observance in which the religious element is piominent,
Ari4ona, Idaho, and WYoming constitute .a group of States in whirh
Bible-reading in the schools is not permtted for this reasQn.. On t1r
other hand, if the aim in the use of the Seriptgres is purely instrdc-

. tionai, apiart from any religious aim, as when. kcerpts are lAst;(1 for
literary study, such a ute js ip some juiisdictions..permitte4. J In th'o
Wisconsin court decision; quofed further on-in. this bulletin, it was held
that 'such portions of the.' Bible as are not." sectarian" in character
miy be used in' sficular instruction" ,and " to inCulcate good morals."

It-is around the word "i3ectirian",that 'the sharpest controve'rsy
,has boilen -wag.ect Various Státes. have' constitUtionaf or& gtfitutQry
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INTRODUCTIOit.
a

provisions intended to prevent sectarian iweruction and the use of
sectarian books in the public schools, and primarily it i9 at sectarian-
ism that these laws are aimed; but out of this has aris-en the quostioii
whether a partieular venion of the Bibleas,lor example, the 4ing
James transhitionis excluded by this cla.:s of legal provision. As

vet this'. uestion remains unsettled.. Of three State supreme court
decisions bearing directly On the definition of the word, one held the
Bible a sectarian book and two declare'd,the opposite opinion. The
former was Illinois and the tatter Kentucky itnd Texas. 4 A Nebraska
decision inclines to the vi.ew thtit the Bible in itself is not excluded by
that State's constitution, but -that, in the hands of a "sectarian
propagandist," its use may become. illegal. A court of Appeal in
California has held 'the Bible to be a sectariari book.

With respect to current practice in the use of the Bible in the
aata at hand are not so complete as for the legal status of

Bible reading, but from the returns received from State departments
of education considerable information on this phase of the subjget
was obtained. It may be aAsumea that in the 6 States having
mafidatory laws, Bible reading in the schools is general and that
the practice-varies in.the,36 States where it is permissible, specifically
or impliedI, tò readthe Bible. In the last column of tho" table given
on a preceding page some notewoithy data on current practice are
presented.

Plans of allowing credit toward graduation from high school for
approyed Bible study are in operation in several States. This is
somewhat aside from the question of the 16gal status of the Bible
in the schools, but it would seem to constitute an effort to induce
school pupils to, acquire knowledge of biblical literature .and history:
The Indiana plan, which ,has the appróval of the Statewdepartment
of education, contemplates the taking of .work according tA; an
official syllabus in Sunday schools, Young Men'AThristian Association
classes, or in otlwr approved waysjind the a'ecrediting bf this,
for n"pt exceedink4wp high-school units. In Iowa credit of one-half
to one unit is allowed, And here also. the plan has the approval of
the State department. :the work in Iowa may be done (1). in denomi-
national groups by (2) in genera groups by persoris " trusted
to rise above sectarian as," (3) in colleges or secondary schooli
which offer dourses in Bible study, or (4). irièourses in English. classics.
1Ji Michigail and Missouri siinilar plans have been worked out.

Of the Or :on.plau State Supt. J. A. Churchill writes:
_ This department issues a suggested course ia Bible study which is used extensively

I throughout the State by Sunday schools and other organizations. Twice each year
the departmentgives an examination on Bible study, and those who pass the exami-
nation may iecure credit in their.regular higb-sehool course. ,

..

In Virgiiiia- tin "official syllabus of Bibl& study, for-. high-schosal
puoils4' is issued 6y the State boaid of education:; this comprises three

4
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THE BIBLE IN TAB PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
AIL

coursm, two on the Old and one on the New Testament. These-are
designed for usé by Sunday-school teachers and others, and credits
are allowed on satisfactory examiriations as for other high-sehool
electivs. In some other States i8 Colorado and North Dakota,
some schools have plans of accrediting Bible study.

STATE LAWS RELATING TO BIBLE READING IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

L Laws Requiring Bible Reading.
Alabama.Be it enacted, etc.: SRC. 1. That ail schools in this State that re' sup-

ported in whole or in part by public funds be and the same ari herrby required to
have once every school day readings from the Holy Bible.

SEC. 2. That teachers in making monthly reports shall show on _the same that
they have complied with this act, iihnd superintendents of city schools 'in drawing
public funds shall certify that each -teacher under their' supervision has complied
with this act. ,

Sec. 3. That schools in the Nate subject to the pmvisions of this act shall not be
allowed to draw public funds unless the provisions of this act are.compliectwith and
the State superintendent of education is charged with the enforcement of the provisions
hereof. eSehool Code, 19191e 143.

Georrfia.Be it enacted, ete.: Set. 1. Provided, however, that the Bible,
including the Old and New Testament, shall be read in all the sf-hools of this State
re-ceiving State funds, and that not less than one chapier shall .be read at bsitIne appro
priate tiine during each sehool "day. Upon the pare9t or guardian of anyVupil filing
with the teaeherain cbarge of. said pupil in the liublic sebools of this State:a uritien
statem6nt requesting that said pupil be excused from hearing the said Bible read ai
required under this act, such teacher shall permit such pupillo withdraw while the
reading of the Bible as reqiiired under this act is in progress. gueh request in writing
shall be sufgient to cover the entire school year in which said requ9si ts filed.

Georgia Laws, 101, p. 1,57.
Maitagehusem.----Sge. 31. A portion of the Bible shall be read daily in the publie

schools, without written note or oral comment; but a pupil whose parefit .or guardian
iiiforms the teacher in writing that he bas conscientious scruples againAlt riball not
be required to read from any particular version, or to take any personal part in the
reading. The sehool committee shall not purchase or uae in the public schools school

,books favoring the tenets of any particular religious sect.
General lima Relating tó Education, 1921, p. 38.

New Jetsfey.SEC. 162. No religious service or exercise, except the ieading of the
Bible and tilt) repeating ottlie Lord's Prayer, shall be held in any sc4hool receiving any
portion of the moneys appropriated foi the support of public-schools.

Sec. 163.- In each public-school classroom in ti4e State, and in the prermce of the
scholars tberein assembled, at least. five verses froin -that portion of the Holy Bible
.knosirn as the Old Testament shall be read, or caused to be rOad, without comnient,
at the opening of such school, upon each and every school day, by the teacher in chave
thereof; provided, that whenever there is &general asseinblage of school classes at
the opening of, ouch achool day, then instead of such classroodi Nfading the principal
or teacher in charge 9f such apsemblagé shall read at least five verses from said portieni
of the 1101 ible, or cause nine to be read, in the presencti of the assembled scholars,
as here' . School Late, 1921, p. 8t9

Pen -icó. 3901. 'That at least 10 verses born the Holy Bible-than be read
or cautied ;* be 'read, without comment, at the opening of each and every pbblic
ichpq umeach IOW évery school day by the tOaellerin charge: ProvO6d, That40

;
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TB& BIBLE IN THE ¡mimic tilejlooLs.
where teacher has other feathers under ind subjeost to direction, then the teacherexercising this authority shall read the Holy Bible, or cause it to l)e read, as hereindirected.
Svc. 4902. That if 114 stlool-teat'her whose duty it shall be to read the HolyMile oi caw it to 1)e read, akt directed in this act, shall fail or omit so to do. milsehool-tee!clwr shall, upon charges preferred for such failure or omitioion .and proofof the same befortN-the governing board of the school Oistrict, be diA-haiged. . .V

School bl_ti 1921, p.Tennessee. 1. That at. kast 10 versegirom the Holy 1,Iihle halI mad ormisted to 6tb read, witisout vonunent, at the opening Of each a471 every public schoolupon each and evvry school day, by the teacher in charge', provided, the teacherdoes-not mad the slime chapter more than twice during the same session: proviikti,that where any teacher has other teachen4 under and subject 14/ (filivict;on, then theteacher exenising this authority shall rvad...the Holy Billie, nr eau*% it t. liv rea.41 mherein directed.
SEC. 2. That if,any school-teacher, whose (tiny oe to read the llolyor cause
ft it to be read,'as directed in this act, shall fail r omit to do t, Raid school-teacher shall, upGn charges preferred for such failure an -omission and pnxif of ihesame before the governing hoard of the school, be discharged.
SKI-. 3. That pupas may be excused, from the Bible rea4lift4 upoii the writtenrequtvit of the parents. School Laws, p. 16J.

Laws Speci6allyTernitting Bible Reading in the Seim*.
jwilanu. 130. The. Bible shall riot be excluded from the public whooN of thesStata.

Laws Relating to the Public School SyNbw, 1917, p. 96.Iotot.'-----Sw. 2805. The Bible shall not he excluded -from any public whool orinotitution ill the *State; nor shall any child be required to read it .utrar lo tficf.'wishes of his pared or guardian.' .schfio/ ,.p. 59.Ti4a . 163. No sectarian or religiou? doctrine shall im taught or infuleate(1in ariy of the public schools of the city; but nothing in this section shall lie i:onst ruedto prohibit the reading of the Holy Script
Svc, 211. Xo sectarian doctrine shall be taught or inculcated in any of the public*shoots of tile-cit; butilhe Hply Scriptural, without hoteor comment. rmiy be usedtherein.' Lows Rslating to the Common Srhoolg, /9!(i, pp. fi $ and 78.North Dakola.----$Ett. 1388. The Bible shall not be .deemed a sectarian book. Itshall not 1)e excluded from any public scho91. It may at the option of the teacher1be read in school without sectarian comment, not to exceed 10 minutes daily. Nopupil 8hl1 be required t.4read it or to be present in the schoolroom luring the readingthere4contrary to the wishes of his parents or guardian or otlier person ¡saving himin charge. . Gentral School Laws, 1919, p. //2.

Okinhorm.---SY:c. 329. No sectarian or religious doctrine shall be taught or incut-cated inany of the public schools of this State; knit nothing in this section shall beconstrued to prohibit the reading of the Holy Scriptures.
.

ly

. . School Llitts, 1921, p. 69.South D#ota.SEe. 7659. No sectarian doctrine may be taught ol inculcated inany of the public schools of the State, but the Bible, without bei.tarian.comment, maybe read thaein. &hag Laws, MI, p. 94. -A4 . - ...Am.,
A1.Canstruing this statute, the Supreme Couit of lows sald: " It is a matter of individual option with. school-teachers as to whether they will use the Bible in their schools or not, such option being restricted441 by thp-provision that do pupil shall be required to read it contrary to the wishes of his Parents orpodia's; and saldistetion is not in coillikt with articiii 1, sectign 3, of the constitution."

- Moore v. Monroe et ol.,64 Iowa, 367.11So Billard V. Board. &Educations Kans. Mawsmut ciecisys sustaining the Kansas statute.
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STATE LAW§ RELATING TO BIBLE 9

'tied upder
on the ,

Ill. States in Which Bible Reading in the &hook; is P
General Terms of the Law ot/ by Reason of its Silen
Subject. 4s.

,

the quptionnaire seht to State Aeparunents of educatio
one questioli asked was: " Is Bible reading permitted under general
term%4 of the lawe,or by reason of its silence 'on this subject Ae-

4
clinimg to returns received, the following Stanks betting in this gmup,
but in several (1%4tses reading must be without conunent:
ACkanlas.
'Itli4ratI1". Mitmouri .

*i.iineeticut. Montana.
I N.Liware. New -I lampihire.
1 q,.trict of Columbia. New Mexieo
F14itia. North (
Maryland. ,Orern

e.

Rhode Island.
South Carolina.
Utah.
Vermont?
Virginia.
Weet Virgit;ia.

Iv. Court Decisions nvorable to Bible Reading-in-the Schools.

\,

it't +ducky. We inalieve the reluion and weight:of the authorities titipport the 'view
that the King James translation of the *Bible is wit asssectarian" book within the

of the ktintucky statiltes, &Ilion 4368. which provides that no books-or
other publications of a sectarian, infidel. or immoral charucter AIM be used lAr
tributed in any common school; nor shN1 1 any s(*cturian, infidel, or immoral doctrine
1,14 !sleight therein, and when us*K1 merely by reading in the .comm-on schools, without
note or romment.by t'e'acherv, is not. sectarian

.

instruction; snor (toes such uftb of the
Bible make the schoolhouse a house 'of religious worship.

The Pill' hiot a sectarian boCok.

ti1 v. BrooN title Grad( d . Dist . , I Ky . iw,N*

Iloilo% With the superintending school. committee the kgislatun. has reposed
the power of ditimling the "gimeral course of instruction and ,what lwMJk blin be usp,d

in the schools; and tliey may rightfully enforce obedience to all the regulations by
them. matie, within the sphere of their authority. .

requirement by the superintending school committee that the Protestant version
of the Bible be mad in the public schools of their town, by v..!ti scholars who are able
to read, is in yiolation no constitutional provision,and is binding upon all the

"members of the schools, atthough composed of divers religious.seets.
Nfronohut Ç. Riehords j79.

Massuchotwas.---The school committee of a town may _lawfully piols an order that
the &tools ther'eof obeli be opened each morning with reading from .the Bible and
prayer, and that during the prayer each itchliar shall bpw the head, unlem his parents
requeat that We shall be fixcwied from doing so; and may liwfully exclude from the,
school a schojar who refusei to comply with such order,. and'. whose parents refuse to. .

request that he shall be excused from doing so.
.

.
. Spiller v. Woburn, i62. Allen (Mass.), iti..

Michigan,--The use in the public schools, for 15 minutes at the elope of each day's
t.s fission, an a supplemental tvxtbook on reading, ota book entitled "Readings' from

the Bible," which is taltrely made up of extracts from the Bible omphasizinithe
moral precepts of the Ten Commandments, where,the teacher is forbidden to mike

a ln a Vermont caw, which has been widely cited in caws involving religious rights, it was held that
pupil may be excluded from school for absencie without leave, though such-abgence was for a rrligieus

pose and in coMpliance with the parents' wishes. see Ferro, v.* Tykr, 48 Vt. 444.
4 This °onion was handed down in 181361 See pegs 6 for potent Massachusetts statute requiring Bibb

reading in the public schools.
./ e

f.

41-

a._

n

-qat.

4

7.

fie

f'

-1

nivaiiiiig
diQ,,

"

.....

ri

A

i

a ..,1

.-

41: ) , . el of., 38 Me..,

,
-', 1 i

.
.

!. ; '' . .
. : .

.,- .:: ...1do

,...

:

.
..

/

. .

'

41.

.

,

..
,



1*#11

10 . THE BIBLE IN, THE PUBLIC SCHOOLL
.

Ti eh

any çommet 14)43n the matter therein contaited, ana is reqßired to excuse fromthat part of the session any pupil upon application of his parent or guardian, is not (in violationdof the State constitution.5 (Art. 4, secs. 39, 40, 41.)
Pfeifer v. Board of Education pf District, 118 Mirk 560..Nebra8ka. The law does not forbid the use of the Bible in the public schools.* * *

The point where the courts may rightfully interfere to prevent ale use of the Bible-in a puNic school is where legitimate use has degenerated into abusp, where a teacheremployed io give secular instruction has vioated the constitution by becoming asectaritut propagandist.
Whet1ìe6t is pritdent or politic to permit Bible reading in the public'schools is aquestion for the school authorities, but whethersthe practice of Bible reading hastaken the form oi sectarian instruction is a question for the courts to determine uponevidence. Every alleged violation must be established by competent !woad

State ex reL Freeman v. Seheve, et al., 65 Nebr. sn.Ohio.The court can not by injunction prevent the board of educatio4 from adopting4 and enforcing *a rule requiring the reading of the Bible as a part of the opening exercises °of the school.
a.It resit with Wards of education to determine what instruction shall be given andwhat bookil spall,be used in the public schools. Nissle v. Hum, 1 Ohio N. P. 140.Thras.The holding öf "horning exercises in the pubfic thools, consisting of thereading ky the teacher without comment of nonsectarian exiracts from the Bible,King James version, and repeating die Lord's Prayer and the singing of appropriatesongs, in which the pupils are invited but not required to join, does not violate Obnst.,, Art. I, sec. 7, or Art. VII, sec. 57

The holding of such exercises does not convert the ,-urtil into a place of worship.
ChurcA et al. v. Bullack et al., 109 S. W. 115.

V. Court pecisions Adversè to Bible Reading in the Public Schools.
.California.---(1) A religious "sect " is a body of people believing in the smite

lb

religiousdoctrines, and any book which promulgates such doctrines in whole oT in part is a .book of a "sectarian character." There can bemo doubt that the legislature, whenit enacted the code sections, used the term "publication of a sectarian, partisan, ordenominational character" as referring teanY work devoted to or promotive of thetenets and doctrines ofbany religious denomination. The King James version of theBible is a trahslatio.n made under the direction of King Ames of England in 1604-1611.It has been accepted and iollowed by Protestants as the authorized translation.4.

6 Michigan constitutron (18501, Art. IV, sge. 39. The Ilbgislature shall pass no-l#w to prevent any personfrom worshiping Almighty 4384 according to the dictates of his own conscience; r to compel any personto atte9d, erect, or support any place of religious worship, or to pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for thesupport of any minister of the-gospel or teacher of religion.
Bed. 40. No money shall be appropriated/of drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any religioussect or society, theologian or religiotu seminam nor shall property %longing to the State be appropriatedfor any such purposes!
Sec. 41. The legislature shall not diminisiver enlarge the

.-

civil or Political rtghts, privileges, and capacitiesofany person °Account of : opinion or belief concetaning matters of religigp.6 Nebraska Constitution, A I VIII 11. No sectarian instruction shall be alleWid in any school orinstitution supported in whole in 4 by the public funds set apart foNucational purposes; nor shallthe State accept any grant, conv ." or bequest of money, lands, lot other property ttrbe used for sec-, tartan purPosal
. * 6

Texas constitution, Art. I, seo. 7. No nioney shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury for thebeitefit öf any sect, or religious society, theological oi religious ionilliaryi. nor shall property belongingso the State be appropriated for any such pumposes.
Art. VII, see. 6. * * * And no law *hall ever be enacted appropriating any part of the permanentar1
available school fund to any other purpose whatever; nor stall the same, or any part thereof, ever beappropriated to or used for the support of any sectarian. school; and the available scbciol fund herein proaTided shall be itistributed to the several counties scanting to their eohclastio pppulstion and appliedIP suchmanlier ismay be provided by liw.
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STATE LAWS RELATING TO BIBLE READING. 11

Though Protestanism may not be a sect in the strict interpretation of the term, the

Protestant Bible contains the Precepts of many,of the-Protestant dehominations, and

i.denomination" is merely another term for "sect." Controversiet; have waged for

centuries over the authenticity of theivarious translation's of the Bible, each, sect'

insisting that its version istbe,onlY trtily inspired book. As a wilt ot this contro-

versy, men fail ..to conilider any Billie for its ititerary or historical value; lut bar all

*urn the schogis for fear thattheir children might absorb some doctrine adverse to the

teaching of their own, denomination. The King James Bible having been adopted by

.4 Protestants 11.8 their book,- itais objectionable to those Night) do not t6llow that faith.

(2) lt is thus a book of a sectario or denominational character within the meaning of

the Political COde.8
Evans v. Selma Union Itigh Scho6l histrict, etc., Cahfornia Appellate Decisions,

Nor. 8,.1922,». 374. (First Appellate District. Deciltion, Oct. 310192:2.)

NOTE.-It will be observed that this is not an opinión- of the Supreme Court of
California_, but of one of thq courts of appeal. In a letter of January 15, 1923,

13. Grant Taylor, elerk of the supreme court, writes that the latter court has granted a
hearing in the case, and that this court's opinion will bp rendereci in due course. The
case is therefore pending at this time (January 25, 1923) in"the highest coat of the
State.

3

Ininoi& (1) Free enjoyment of religious worship includes free'dom not to worship.

Section 3 of article 2 of .the constitution, guaranteeing the free exercise and enjoy-

ment of religious profession and worship, without " discrimination," includes freedom

from biting compelled to join in any religious worship..

f 21 Children attending publiC school can not be compelled to join in religiotis

worship. The reading of the Bible in the public schools, the singing of hymns and

the repeating of the Lord's Prayer in cbncrt, during which time the pupils are required

to rise, bow their héads and told their hands,Constitutes worship within the meaning

of the coptitution, and pupils can not be compe ed to join ther9in against their own

. or their parents' wishes.
(3) The coinstitution forbids giving sectari! e instruction in public schools. The

provision of section 3 of article 8 of the .1:- itution forhiddiiig the use of publicichoor
funds in aid of any sectarian purpose is a prohibiticm of the giving of settarian instruc-

tion in the public schools.
* 41'

(.1) Reading of 'the Bibje in the public schools constitutes sectarian instruction.

The reading of the Bible in public schools constitutes the giving eof sectarian instruc.

()on within the meaning of section 3 of article 8 of the constitutioli.,
People ex. rel Ring et al. V. Board of Education, 245 111.'334.

e California Political Code, sec. 16, subdiv. 3. Boards of school t s: tees and city boards of education

. shall have power, and it shall be theipduty; * Thirdto exc e from school and school llbrarios all

books, publications, or papers of a sectarian, partisan, or denominational character.

I

gpc. 1672. No ptihlication of asectarian, partisan, or denominational character must be used or distributed-

in any ;chool, or be niade a part of any school library; nor must any sectarian or denominational doctrine

be taught therein. Any school district, town, or city, the officers of which knowingly allow any schools

te he taught in violation of these provisions, forfeits all right to any State or coanty apportionment ofschool

moneys; and upon. satisfactory evidence of such violation, thexperintendenta of public instruction aid
school sumintendent must withhold both State and county apfortionments.

Illinois Constitution, Art. II, sec. 3. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious pr(iieasion and worship

without lisrimination shall forever be guaranteed; and no person shall be denied any civil or political

right, privilege, or capacity on accountbf his religious opinions; but thejiberty of conscience hereby secured

shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify *SO-

tices inconsistetagth the mice or safety of the State. No.p8rsdh shall be requiied to attendior support,

anyministry orMEW worship against his cements nor shall any preference be given by law to any religions

dpomination or.mode of worship.
Art. VIII, sec. 3. Neither the general assembly nor any county, city, town, township, school district, or

other public corporation shall ever make any appropriation, or pay from any public fund whatever, ant.

thing in aid of any church or sectarian purpose, or to help support or sustain any school, academy, seminary,

college, university, or other literary or scientific Institution, controlled by anyçburch or sectarian &sank

nail= whatever; nor shall any grant or donation of land, money, or other personal propirty ever be made

bi the State or any such public corporation to Fly church or for any sectarian purpose.
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12 THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIT1 SCHO.OLS.

Low'siana. The constitution of the State of Loîfisiana prbvides that every personhas the natural right to worship God aording to the dictates of his conscience, andthat no preference shall ever be given to, or any discrimination made against, anychurch, sect, or creed of religion, sor any4orm of religious faith or worship.

any religioiur establishments, or modes of worship, nor shall any money be drawn from the treasury for

.,,

,

teacher to "use any sectarian or denominational books, or teach any sectarian doctrine,

School Laws of Arizona,

Control of, or interference with, the rights of conscience be permitted, or ally preference be given by law to

Clitiden between the ages of 4 and 20 years:. and no sectarian instructiod. shall be allowed therein.

-used in the secular instruction of the pupils aud to inculcate good niorals.

the benefit of religious societiet, or religious or theological seminaries.

be as nearly uniform as practicable; and such schools shall be free and without charge for tuition,' to all

erect, or support any place of worship, ot to maintain.any ministry against his consent; nor shall any

Is This dedsion invalidated the resolution of 4a4parish [county) school board providing fora Bible readings

as a teacher or student; and no teadier or student of any such institufion shall ever

in the public schools, and the school laws 12 Make it unlawful for any public-school

or religious tenets or doctrines shall eNier be Wight in the public schools."

for the "support of schools wherein the disiinctive doctrines,.creeds, or tenets of any

without note or comment in the public schOols.

the dictatts of his ,own conscience, shall never- be infringed; nor sh411 any man be compelled- to attend,

VI. Other States in Which the Stated Reading of the Bible in the

ruled that children should not be given anY religi9us instruction at school duringregular school hours.

a condition of admission into any public educational institution of the State, caller

particular Christian or other religious sect are promulgated or taught" and guarantees

seminary," within the meaning of said section."

schoolroom during the reading of the Bible does not remove the grouna of complaint.

or conduct any religious exercines in his school." The State board of 4duratiún has

be required to attend or participate in atiArefigious service whatever. Nc; sectarian

ideas," within the meaningtof sec. 8,ch. 251, Laws of 1883, and is "sectarian instnic-'

Contain extracts therefrom, and such portions of the Bible as are not sectarian, may be

and the schoolhouse therebyThecome, for the time being, a "place of worship," withinthe meaning of sec. 18, Art. 1, Const. ,

schools of the State is a preference given to Christians, and a discrimination made

and the stated reading thereof in such schools by the teachers, without restriction,

against Jews.'°

tion;" within the meaning of sec. 3, Art. X, Const.

for the support of a school in which the Bible is so /seals for the benefit of a " religions

though unaccompanied by any comnlent, has "a tendency to inculcate sectarian

Art X, sec. S. The legislature shall provide by law for the establishment of district schools, which shall

u wisqonsin Constitution, Art I, sec.18. The right ofevery man to worship Almighty God, according to

The reading of the Bible, including tlie Old and New Testamepts, in the bublie

Such reading being religious instruction, the money drawn from the State treasury

Arizona:The. State constitution (Art. XI, sec. 7,) prohibits sectarian instruction

Idaho." No religious test or qualification shall ever be required of any person as

'The stated reading of the Bible as a textbook in the public schools may he " world p."

The fact that the children of the petitioners are at liberty' to twithdraw fmn1 the

But textbooks founded upon the fundamental teachings of the Bible, or which

Minnesota.The State tonstitution prohibits the use CA public moneys or property

Wisconsin.The use of any vemion of the Bible as a textbook in the public schools,

Public Schools is not Permitted or Practiced.

State ex rel. Weiss ft al. v. Board.of School DistrictifEdgerton, 76, Wis. ; ..11erald

ethl. v. Parish Board, etc., La. 1084.

Idaho Constitution, Art. IX , see. 6.
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STATE LAWS RELATING TO BIBLE READING. 13

ireedom of conscience in religious matters. Theie conSitutional provisions have
qbeen interpreted by the attorney general of the State as prohibitink (1) the opening

of public schools with a recital of the Lord's Prayer, (2) the use of the Bibre in the
public schools, (3) religious instruction in public schools, (4) the use óf schoolhouses
for religious services, and (5) wearing the garb of a religious body by 'public-school
teachers while teaching. ,

Nerada.---The State superintendent pf public instruction reports that no Bible
reading, except study of references in literature, is allowed in the public schools. The
Nevada constitution provides that any district which allows "instruction of a secta-

'xian character" in its school may be deprived of its proportion of the interest of the
public-school fund, and this has been construed as excluding Bible reading.

New York.--In a decision rendered June 5, 1872, Abram B. *eaver, State super-
intendent of public instruction, said: "Thbre is no authority in the law to use, as&
Matter of right, any portion of the regular school houts kg/conducting-any religious
exercise, at witich the attendance of the scholars is made compulsory. On the other
hand, there is nothing to prevent the reading of the Scriptures or the pe4o&ance of
other religious exercises by the teachet in the presence of such of the scholars as mai
attend voluntarily, or by the directionyof their parents or gUardians, if it bedone
before the hour fixed for the opening of the school or after thedismissal-of the school.".
On May 27, 1884, State Supt.. W. B. Ruggles repdered a decision of like nature:

Section 1151 of the chitrter of New York City permits Bible reading in the 'public
schools of thlt.city.

1Fas1ìington." No public money or property shall he appropriated for or appli9d
to any. religious worship, exercise, or instruction, or support of any religious estab-
lishment." Constitution, Art. I, sec. 11.

The attorney general has rendered an opinion holding the stated reading of the
Bible to be a "religious exercise " within the meaning of this section of the constitutioit.

Attorney General's Opinions, 1891-92, p. 142.
Wyoming. sectarian instruction, qualifications, or testa shafl be imposed.

exacted, applied, or in any manner tolerated in the schools of any grade or
character controlled by the State, nor shall attendance be required at any religious
serv ire therein, nor shall any sectarian tenets or doctrines be taught or favóred in any
public schdol or institution that may be established under this constitution."

gnistitu tion , Art.VII, sec. 12.
The State superintendent of public instructiorfreportii that Bible reading is not

permitted in the public schools ond cites this section of the State constitution.
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