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Robert Schoeni and Karen Ross, in their
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with their parents and living independently.
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into quartiles by the income the family was

four year college students.

earning when the child was aged 10-15.
One important limitation of the data is that
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Figure 1: Estimate of total economic assistance received
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Figure 2: Estimate of total economic assistance received among all youth 18-34
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increases. For all young adults (those who
do and do not live at home), the average
amount of assistance peaks at $3,499 during

Support is rising over time

ages 18-20, declining to $2,323 by ages 25-26,
and falling further to $1,556 by ages 33-34.
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(Figure 2)
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Figure 3: Proportion of Young Adults Living with Parents, by age
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One policy option for addressing the

experiences play a more important role

significant disparity in the support received

than material assistance in the extent to

by higher- and lower-income children is

which youth make smooth transitions into

for the government to increase assistance

adulthood.

to needy youth; expansion of incomebased student aid programs is one example

The authors conclude that a richer

of a potential policy option. However,

understanding of the exact mechanism by

any government intervention risks the

which families aﬀect the transition into

possibility of displacing or crowding out

adulthood is needed.

assistance that some families are already
providing to youth. The goal, then, might
be to identify policies that complement, or
at least do not displace, the strong network
that is already in place for some families.
However, even though government
intervention may be able to help level
diﬀerences in material assistance across
young adults, it may do little to reduce
disparities if material assistance per se is not
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the only factor that promotes a successful
transition. The advantages conferred by
family background might encompass
aspects beyond material assistance. It
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