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The Child Care Landscape 
Child care and early education comes in many different settings, 
including Class A and Class B licensed child care centers, public 
and private pre-kindergarten (Pre-K) programs, full day and part day 
preschools, Head Start and Early Head Start, family child care homes, 
and in-home caregivers. 

Regulated Care
Class A and B Centers
For over two decades, Louisiana has operated the nation’s only 
two-tiered system of licensing. During the early 1980’s, child care 
licensing was optional for all centers except those that received 
public funding. As legislation to reinstate a mandatory licensing 
system was developed, opponents of the measure lobbied to allow 
the use of corporal punishment in child care, while the legislation’s 
proponents sought to prohibit it. The compromise legislation 
that was enacted into law created two distinct types of child care 
licenses: Class A and Class B. Class A centers may not use corporal 
punishment, while Class B centers may use corporal punishment 
in certain circumstances with parental permission. Unlike Class A 
centers, Class B centers may not receive any type of government 
assistance. While the regulations governing the two classes of 
licenses are somewhat similar, the maximum allowable child/staff 
ratios in Class B centers are slightly higher than those in Class A 
centers. Additionally, child care workers in Class A centers must 
attend 12 hours of child development training and 3 hours of health 
and safety training each year, while workers at Class B centers need 
only 3 clock hours of development training and 3 hours of health and 
safety training annually. All staff and volunteers in licensed child care 
centers are required to pass a criminal background check. 

Exemptions from Licensing
Child care facilities that care for fewer than seven children or operate 
for fewer than 12 1/2 hours a week are not required to be licensed. 
Religious organizations that provide child care for less than twenty-
four hours a week are also exempt from licensing requirements. 
Additionally, private or public day schools that serve children in 
pre-kindergarten and elementary school grade levels are exempt 
from licensing regulations, as are Montessori schools certifi ed by the 
Louisiana Department of Education. Although they are not required 

to do so, some Pre-K programs and Montessori schools do obtain 
licensure through the Department of Social Services.

Head Start and Early Head Start 
Head Start is a federally funded child development program that 
provides comprehensive services to low-income children aged 3-5 
and their families. Early Head Start provides similar services for 
children aged 0-3. Louisiana Head Start serves 19,834 children 
enrolled in regular Head Start – about 11% of the state’s three-to-fi ve 
year old population – and 800 babies and toddlers. Eighty percent 
(80%) of Louisiana’s Head Start programs operated on a fi ve-day, 
full-day schedule, compared to just 52% of Head Start programs 
nation-wide in 2005. This schedule makes the program a much more 
practical option for working families. While some states supplement 
Head Start and Early Head Start monies with state funds, Louisiana’s 
Head Start and Early Head Start programs are funded solely by 
federal dollars. 

Publicly-Funded Preschool
The child care and early education needs of over 29,800 children 
are met through the state’s public preschool programs. Head Start 
programs housed in the schools account for 1,917 of these children. 
The remaining Pre-K  classrooms are funded through a variety of 
sources, including LA-4, Starting Points, 8(g), state funds, Title I, 
TANF, state general funds, Education Excellence Fund, Even Start, 
and local dollars. 

In addition to the Pre-K programs in public schools, the Louisiana 
Governor’s Offi ce manages the Nonpublic Schools Early Childhood 
Development Program (NSECD), which pays for low- and moderate-
income children to attend Pre-K in private schools approved by the 
state. Funded through TANF money, the program served 1,498 
children in nine parishes in the 2004-05 school year. 

Unregulated Care
Family Child Care Providers
Family child care homes constitute an important, and often 
overlooked, component of the child care infrastructure in Louisiana. 
Family child care providers use their own homes to care for up 
to six children. While they are not required to be licensed by the 

The Child Care Landscape 
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state, they may register to receive reimbursements from the 
State Department of Education for some of the costs of providing 
meals for the children in their care. They can also register with 
the State Department of Social Services (DSS) to receive Child 
Care Assistance Program (CCAP) subsidies for caring for low and 
moderate income children. Providers who receive CCAP subsidies 
are required to attend 3 hours of safety and health training and 
12 clock hours of child development training each year, the same 
continuing education requirement that applies to personnel in Class 
A centers. As part of their required training hours, they are required 
by state statute to attend a four to six hour family child care 
orientation within one year of opening their business. Their homes 
must also pass inspection by the Fire Marshall, which ensures that 
minimal health and safety requirements are met. All adults living in 
the home are required to pass a criminal background check.
 
Family child care is preferred by many families because it is more 
likely to accommodate non-traditional working hours, care for 
mildly ill children, and a close fl exible relationship with the provider. 
The smaller scale and intimacy is especially appealing to families 
with infants and toddlers. 

Family child care providers that receive Child Care Assistance 
payments are also eligible to receive on-site technical assistance 
visits through their child care resource and referral agency, as well 
as repair and improvement grants from DSS. Because they are not 
required to be licensed, the true number of family child care homes 
in Louisiana is unknown. However, it is estimated that approximately 
35% of children aged 0-5 in Louisiana receive care in a family child 
care home. The same survey found that 36% of Louisiana’s children 
in the same age group regularly attended center-based care, while 
29% were cared for on a regular basis in their own homes by 
someone other than a parent or primary caregiver. 

In-home care
In-home caregivers, often known as “nannies,” are individuals 
who provide care in the child’s own home. While there is no 
formal system of regulation for this type of child care, in-home 
providers that receive Child Care Assistance payments must pass 
a criminal background check and have current certifi cation in 
CPR and First Aid.

Supporting and Strengthening Family Child Care

The national 2006 KIDS COUNT Data Book profi led several strategies 
that communities have successfully implemented to support family 
child care homes and increase the quality of care they provide. They 
include:

• Creating Learning Hubs—This strategy uses existing community 
centers (children’s museums, libraries, child care centers, family 
support centers, etc.) to provide family child care providers with 
opportunities for training, exchanging ideas with other family child care 
providers, and fi eld trips with the children they serve.
• Bringing Information and Materials to Neighborhoods and Homes—
Because transportation can be a major barrier for family child care 
providers, some initiatives are aimed at bringing information and 
resources directly to family child care providers. Some states are 
providing family child care homes with monthly or bi-monthly home 
visits to provide health and dental screenings, developmentally-
appropriate learning activities, and fi eld trips with other providers. 
Illinois uses some of its federal quality child care dollars to fund vans 
that bring lending libraries, toys, supplies, and information on health 
and safety to child care centers and family child care homes. 
• Providing Opportunities and Incentives for Credentialing—Some 
states, including Louisiana, provide family child care providers with a 
career ladder and scholarship programs. Maryland’s program provides 
family child care providers with increases in their subsidy as they 
complete each stage of training and education. 

As Louisiana continues to invest in improving the quality of our 
children’s care, we would be wise to invest in similar initiatives to 
support family child care providers. Family child care homes throughout 
the state would benefi t from a van that travels to centers and family 
child care homes to provide children and providers with toys, books, 
and information. These vans could even be used to provide some of 
the services, such as health and vision screenings, that children would 
receive if they were in a Head Start program. Such a program could 
easily build upon the existing technical assistance programs operated 
by the state’s Resource and Referral agencies. Louisiana’s Department 
of Social Services could increase the training and education level of 
the family child care workforce by offering increased subsidy rates to 
providers who reach specifi c levels of training.

The Child Care Landscape 
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Introduction
The 2006 Agenda for Children Louisiana Kids Count 
Special Report on Child Care documents and describes the 
supply and affordability of child care and early education 
in each of Louisiana’s 64 parishes. Seventy-eight percent 
(78%) of Louisiana’s children under the age of fi ve are 
cared for by someone other than a parent or guardian on 
a regular basis, a rate that is signifi cantly higher than the 
national average of sixty-fi ve percent.1 With 65% of all 
Louisiana children under six living in households where 
there is no “stay-at-home” parent, child care programs 
provide essential support for working parents while at the 
same time ensuring the healthy growth and development 
of the children in their care.2 These two vital functions 
combine to place child care in a pivotal role with signifi cant 
impact on the state’s economic development as well as the 
development of its “human capital.”

Economic Impact
Child care must be a recognized component of economic 
development planning in Louisiana. The Tulane University 
Institute of Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health 
documented the economic impact of child care in their 
2005 report titled “Investing in the Child Care Industry: 
An Economic Development Strategy.” The study found that 
each dollar invested in child care had an impact of $1.72 
in the wider economy, and that each job created in the 
child care industry created 1.27 jobs in the wider economy. 
These impact fi gures are comparable to those created by 
much higher profi le industries, such as the hotel and motel 
industry. The same report also estimates that Louisiana’s 
child care industry is comprised of 12,701 businesses that 
employ 22,644 workers, serve over 149,000 children and 
136,000 working parents, and generate approximately 
$658 million in gross receipts.3 As Louisiana rebuilds 
from the devastating hurricanes of 2005, it is more 
important than ever that planners and decision-makers 
at the local, regional, and state level acknowledge the 
economic importance of child care and foster the further 
development of child care in their communities. 

Demographic Overview
A current demographic overview of Louisiana cannot 
yet accurately refl ect the changes wrought by the 
2005 hurricanes. What we do know is that long before 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita made landfall, Louisiana’s 
children fared far worse than children in other states on 
virtually every indicator of child well-being. Louisiana has 
consistently ranked 49th in the nation on measures of child 
well-being, documented in the state-by-state KIDS COUNT 
Data Book produced annually by the Baltimore-based 
Annie E. Casey Foundation. Forty-nine percent (49%) of 
Louisiana’s children live in low-income families, the majority 
of them with working parents.4 Louisiana has the highest 
percentage of children in the nation living in single-parent 
households, a factor which contributes to a high rate of 
low-income families. Nearly one-third of Louisiana children 
live below poverty level, meaning that household income is 
less than $15,735 per year for a family of three. 

The disparities begin at birth. Louisiana’s children are 
much more likely than children in other states to enter the 
world at a disadvantage. Among the fi fty states, Louisiana 
ranks 49th in the percentage of babies born at low birth 
weight, 44th in the number of babies born to teen mothers, 
and 47th in the number of babies who die before they 
reach their fi rst birthday. If Louisiana had the same infant 
mortality rate as the best-ranked state (New Hampshire), 
an additional 346 Louisiana babies per year would survive 
their fi rst year of life.

Impact, Ingredients, and Importance of High 
Quality Child Care 
Quality early childhood education has been consistently 
proven to improve the outcomes of children who are 
challenged from birth by signifi cant risk factors such 
as those described above. High quality early childhood 
programs increase children’s readiness for school and 
the likelihood that they will graduate successfully from 
high school and avoid contact with the criminal justice 
system. In the landmark High Scope/Perry Preschool 
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Study, researchers found that each dollar invested in a high 
quality early childhood program would result in a long-term 
savings of $12.91 dollars for the general public that would 
otherwise have been spent for public subsidies and costs 
of incarceration and rehabilitation.5 

Brain Development and Early Education
Researchers are just now beginning to understand how 
positive interactions and appropriate stimulation at a 
young age actually affect the development of the brain’s 
“architecture.” Scientists have discovered that there is a 
window of opportunity for a baby’s brain to develop in 
the fi rst several years of life as the brain cells grow and 
connect to one another. By age three, 80% of a child’s 
brain is already developed. Positive, repeated interactions 
with nurturing adults help children’s brains reach their full 
potential, while frequent stress in their surroundings, such 
as poverty and neglect, can impair brain development 
and diminish the child’s chances for successful outcomes 
in later life. Armed with this information, we can better 
understand how providing each young child with quality 
care and nurturing environments ensures that each one has 
the opportunity to become a productive member of 
the community. 

What Quality Means in Child Care
Even when the availability and cost of child care are not 
obstacles for parents, quality can remain a major concern. 
We know what quality child care looks like. The research 
has been done and the results documented. Quality child 
care involves caregivers who are sensitive and responsive 
to children’s needs and are knowledgeable about 
developmentally appropriate practices that encourage 
and support the optimal development of each child. It 
is important for child care facilities to have a suffi cient 
number of caregivers in order to address the individual 
needs of each child as well as the group as a whole. 
Positive, nurturing interactions between children and 
caring competent adults are crucial to the healthy social, 

emotional, and cognitive development of young children. 
Continuity of care is also an important factor. Frequent staff 
turnover impedes young children’s sense of security and 
their ability to bond with the signifi cant adults in their lives. 

A quality child care setting requires that children are cared 
for in small groups by qualifi ed caregivers. Large groups 
encourage chaos and over-stimulation and pose safety 
risks. Nurturing, patient caregivers are essential, as is 
formal training in the profession. Research shows that 
the education of the caregiver is one of the most important 
indicators of a quality child care program. Qualifi ed caring 
professionals prepare for the day’s activities and know 
when to change course as the children’s interests and 
imaginations emerge. They offer materials and experiences 
that support the children’s social, emotional, physical 
and cognitive development, at the same time ensuring 
sanitation and safety practices that prevent illnesses 
and accidents. 

Workforce Issues
The Impact of Low Wages 
There are many obstacles to quality child care in Louisiana. 
The basic economics of child care dictate that most 
programs will fi nd it very diffi cult to simultaneously address 
quality, affordability, and accessibility. Persistently low 
wages offer qualifi ed professionals little reward for the 
demanding work of child care. The median hourly wage for 
child care workers in Louisiana is just $6.55, below poverty 
level for a family of three and far short of what it takes for 
a family to make ends meet. Louisiana’s median wage for 
child care personnel is the lowest in the nation.6 

The typical wage for a child care worker is less than half the 
wage for a kindergarten teacher, a similar position that is 
by no means considered well-paid. Not only do child care 
workers earn less than their counterparts in the schools, 
they typically work more hours and without benefi ts such 
as health insurance and paid leave. The result of low 
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wages and lack of benefi ts is that the child care industry 
experiences high rates of staff turnover and high levels of 
worker dissatisfaction. Low wages also make it very diffi cult 
for child care centers to attract staff with suffi cient and 
appropriate qualifi cations. As a result, 77% of assistant 
teachers and 64% of lead teachers in Louisiana’s child 
care centers list a high school diploma as their highest 
level of education.7 The lack of adequate compensation for 
qualifi ed child care personnel is the over-arching barrier to 
high quality care for Louisiana’s young children. 

Training and Qualifi cations
Louisiana is one of 38 states that require no pre-service 
training for child care employees. A person cannot become 
a shampoo assistant in Louisiana without completing 40 
hours of training and passing a test, and yet one may 
assume the responsibility of caring for groups of young 
children without any experience or training. (Once they 
begin working, child care staff must meet mandatory 
annual in-service training hours.) Simply increasing the 
education requirements would be likely to decrease the 
supply of child care as centers would have an even smaller 
pool of applicants from which to select. Nevertheless, state 
licensing regulations could mandate additional in-service 
training (particularly for Class B centers, whose teachers 
are required to have just 3 hours of child development 
training). The state could also provide incentives for 
personnel to advance their skills and competencies. 

Wage supplements
One solution used by several states, including North 
Carolina, is to reward teachers that have obtained additional 
training and education with wage supplements. The more 
education the caregiver has, the larger the supplement. 
Funding typically comes from public-private partnerships 
that fund investments in early childhood education. The 
benefi t of this approach is that it allows teachers to be paid 
commensurate with their training and education in the fi eld 
without passing the costs of higher wages onto parents. 
A wage supplement program would fi t neatly with 

Louisiana’s “Pathways Child Care Career Development” 
program. Managed by the Shreveport-based Northwestern 
State University (NSU) Child and Family Network, Pathways 
provides child care workers throughout the state with 
scholarships for formal continuing education in the fi eld 
and a career ladder by which their progress is documented 
and recognized. By creating clear benchmarks of education 
and experience, the program seeks to advance skills and 
capacity and support caregivers in building a career. 
Unfortunately, achievement is not accompanied by fi nancial 
rewards. There are currently 4,495 people registered with 
the program, but enrollment (and the overall competence 
of the child care workforce) would most likely be 
signifi cantly increased if the Pathways career ladder were to 
be tied to a wage supplement.

Supplemental fi nancing for the child care industry’s 
workforce development is available through the Small 
Business Employee Training Program, housed at the 
state’s Department of Labor, which can provide tuition 
reimbursement up to $3,000 annually for each employee 
who chooses to advance his or her professional 
development. Training can be either for-credit or non-
credit. “Child care worker” is a qualifi ed occupation for 
receiving this assistance in several areas of the state. 
Operators of child care centers who choose to participate 
in the program could use this as an incentive for employees 
who want to advance in the profession. 

Licensing
While workforce issues pose signifi cant challenges to 
quality child care in Louisiana, licensing guidelines and 
enforcement also have an impact on the quality of the 
state’s child care. Traditionally, licensing guidelines have 
been written to protect the health and safety of children in 
child care, with scant attention paid to the social, emotional, 
and cognitive developmental needs of children. Adequate 
enforcement of licensing regulations is hampered by the 
fact that each of Louisiana’s licensing specialists has a 
caseload of over 90 facilities, including child care centers, 
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residential facilities for children, adoption agencies, and 
several other types of services. As a result, each center 
is typically visited only once a year, unless a complaint 
is fi led against a center. According to the well-respected 
Southern Institute on Children and Families, the national 
recommendation for licensing caseloads is 1:50-75. 
While Louisiana has reduced the caseloads of its licensing 
specialists since 2004, when the ratio was 1:178,8 the 
capacity of the state’s Bureau of Licensing still falls far 
short of the level needed to ensure effective regulation and 
oversight. 

Underserved Areas of Need
Unfortunately, access to quality child care is out of reach 
for many families. Child care costs and transportation 
challenges can limit the range of choices for many parents, 
especially those who have low incomes or live in rural 
areas or hold jobs with non-traditional work schedules. 
These impediments negatively affect parents’ employment 
opportunities and consequently their capacity to provide 
for the basic needs of the family. According to the National 
Survey of Children’s Health, 13% of parents in Louisiana 
reported that child care problems had caused them to 
quit, not take, or leave a job.9 Low-income parents are 
much more likely than their higher-income counterparts 
to report that child care issues have affected their work 
lives. When parents have access to reliable quality child 
care, employers benefi t because their employees are less 
likely to miss work and more likely to be productive and 
consistent on the job. A workforce supported by a strong 
child care infrastructure offers employers more choices 
in the hiring process as well, as there is a wider pool of 
applicants from which to choose. 

Scarcity of Infant Care 
Historically, the supply of center-based care for infants 
has fallen far short of the demand. This is largely due to 
the higher personnel costs incurred by serving this age 
group and the resulting impact on the program’s budget. 

Louisiana’s child care licensing regulations allow one staff 
person to care for up to fi ve infants or eleven two-year-olds 
in a Class A child care center. While it would be virtually 
impossible to effectively serve the developmental needs of 
the children under these circumstances, some centers are 
attempting to do it. But many others have simply chosen 
not to accept infants and toddlers, or to accept only a few. 
Though the standards are certainly minimal, the cost of 
caring for infants is substantial when compared to the costs 
of serving the older children because labor costs typically 
account for the majority of a center’s budget. At ratios of 
one employee to 13 three-year-olds or 15 four-year-olds, 
compared to the much higher staff capacity needed for the 
babies, most centers simply can’t afford to offer care for 
infants and toddlers. 

The state’s Department of Social Services (DSS) Child 
Care Assistance Program offers centers that receive tuition 
subsidies a slightly enhanced rate for infants and toddlers, 
but the same rate must be applied to the non-subsidized 
families. Many centers prefer not to increase the rates to 
the maximum allowable levels because their non-subsidized 
customers cannot afford to pay the higher amounts. Some 
parents are able to pay more, but for the most part centers 
that accept babies lose money on it. Add to that the fact 
that babies are more vulnerable to illnesses and infections 
– posing greater risks to the provider – and the chronic 
shortage of center-based child care for infants and toddlers 
becomes understandable. 

Prior to the inception of pre-kindergarten classes in the 
public school systems, some centers could spread their 
budgets to cover part of the infant care defi cit with fees 
paid for the older children. However, there are fewer four-
year-olds left in child care facilities now, given that they can 
attend pre-K at no cost. The one incentive for centers to 
offer infant care is that the families are likely to remain loyal 
customers until their children enter school. 
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Children with Special Needs
Infants are not the only population for whom the supply 
of child care fails to meet the demand. Parents of children 
with signifi cant special needs can also have very limited 
options. According to the 2005 Louisiana child care 
Market Rate Survey, about 25% of Class A and school-
based programs provide care for children with physical 
disabilities, while fewer than one in fi ve serves children with 
behavioral and cognitive challenges. Openings for children 
with special needs are even fewer in Class B centers.10 
Although the requirements in the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) prohibit the exclusion of children 
with special needs in schools and child care, parents would 
be unlikely to place their children in a program that lacks 
the capacity, as well as the inclination, to welcome and 
nurture their special child. 

To improve the quality of care provided to children with 
special needs, the Department of Social Services also funds 
“Inclusion”, a program operated statewide by Agenda for 
Children, that provides training and support for child care 
providers who include, or would like to include, children 
with special needs in their programs. Approximately 2,000 
child caregivers receive the training each year. 

Care for Sick Children 
The 2005 Louisiana Market Rate Survey also found that 
care for mildly ill children is virtually nonexistent in centers 
and schools, though family child care homes and in-home 
providers are sometimes able to provide such care. While 
no parent wants to send a sick child to child care, many 
parents work at jobs without benefi ts that do not offer 
paid leave. When these parents have to take days off to 
care for sick children, they face lost wages and possible 
termination. The lack of care for a sick child also poses a 
risk to the other children in child care, as some parents 
may be more likely to try to send a sick child to child care if 
they have no alternative arrangements.

Child Care Tax Credits
Some relief is available to parents through the federal 
and state child care tax credit. These credits can be 
refundable or non-refundable. Nonrefundable child 
care tax credits reduce the amount of taxes parents 
owe by allowing them to count a percentage of their 
child care expenses toward their tax bill. Refundable 
tax credits, including Louisiana’s, go one step further, 
allowing families to receive the credit in the form of a 
refund even if they don’t owe any taxes. The federal 
child care tax credit is non-refundable, which means 
that many low-income parents who do not have a tax 
obligation do not benefi t. In the 2004 tax year, 89,525 
Louisiana families claimed the federal child and depen-
dent care tax credit, amounting to a collective savings 
of $44,913,000.11

Over the past fi ve years, Louisiana has made signifi cant 
improvements to our state child care tax credit. The 
maximum value of the credit, which used to amount to 
just $25, is now up to $1050 per year for a two-parent 
family with two children in care. It is also refundable 
for parents who earn less than $25,000 a year, mean-
ing that eligible parents can receive the credit even if 
they do not have a tax obligation. The Washington DC-
based National Women’s Law Center’s recent Report 
Card on State of Child Care Tax Credits found that of 
all the states offering child care tax credits, Louisiana 
experienced the greatest improvement between 2002 
and 2006, with our “grade” improving from a D- to a B-. 
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Make Work Pay
Under the current system, an increase in income can 
result in a decrease in benefi ts, leaving the family with 
a net loss. For example, a family of three:
    • 1 parent, 
    • 1 infant, 
    • 1 three year old
will incur monthly child care costs of about $740 in 
a licensed center. If the parent’s monthly income is 
$1,990, CCAP will pay the center $407 per month. 
But, if the parent earns a raise of just $20 a month, her 
CCAP benefi ts drop from $407 to $259. That means 
that the family income after child care costs is $128 
less than it was before the raise! If the co-payments 
were set as a percentage of income, families would 
see their benefi ts phased out gradually, and would not 
be penalized for small increases in income.

Paying for Child Care
Most parents pay for child care out of their own pockets. 
Center-based care at the Louisiana median rate is $85 
a week, which translates to $4,250 over the course of a 
year, assuming that the child spends 50 weeks in care. At 
this rate, a family earning $33,792, the median income in 
Louisiana, will spend 13% of the family income to pay for 
child care for just one child. Nation-wide, a typical family 
spends about 7% of its income on child care.12 When child 
care is unaffordable for low- and middle-income families, 
many are forced to use unregulated child care, which may 
be unreliable and/or unsafe. 

Employers Can Help Meet Parents’ Child Care Needs
Some parents get help paying for child care through their 
jobs. Some employers (primarily hospitals, colleges and 
universities) offer their employees on-site child care, 
though the practice remains uncommon. Some of these 
are managed and operated directly by the employer, 
while others are operated by outside entities. Businesses 
that offer on-site child care report that it has reduced 
absenteeism and turnover, while increasing worker 
productivity. Employers can also pre-purchase slots at 
centers to ensure that their employees will be able to fi nd 
child care. A more common way that businesses help their 
employees pay for child care is through cafeteria plans, 
also known as fl exible spending accounts. Child care 
cafeteria plans allow employees to spend pre-tax earnings 
of up to $5,000 on child care expenses, which can amount 
to a substantial savings. Employers can also support their 
workers by allowing them to use sick leave to stay home 
with a sick child. 

Child Care Assistance
Help for low-income working families with young children 
is available through the Louisiana Department of Social 
Services Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP), which 
subsidizes a portion of eligible parents’ child care costs. 
The program is funded through the federal Child Care

Development Fund (CCDF), the Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families (TANF) block grant, state maintenance of 
effort funds, and state matching funds. Families who earn 
up to 75% of the state’s median income are eligible for 
assistance from CCAP. For example, a family of four earning 
up to $37,896 is eligible for a CCAP subsidy as long as 
they are employed or in school for the required number 
of hours on a weekly basis. The amount of the subsidy is 
determined by the family’s income, the household size, and 
how many hours they work. Class A licensed centers, Class 
E licensed programs (after-school care), registered family 
child care providers, and in-home providers are all eligible 
to receive CCAP subsidies.
 
Louisiana has been able to serve all of the eligible families 
that apply for CCAP, unlike many states that have had to 
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turn applicants away or maintain lengthy waiting lists. In 
2006, nearly one-third of the states either had waiting lists 
and/or had stopped taking applications.13  

Child Care Assistance Helps Parents Stay Employed
CCAP has become a signifi cantly successful support for 
Louisiana’s working families, and apparently for employers 
also. One national study showed that single mothers with 
young children who utilize child care subsidies are forty 
percent more likely to remain employed after 2 years than 
those who didn’t receive a subsidy.14 This speaks to 
the signifi cant impact of a strong affordable child care 
infrastructure in reducing workforce turnover and 
supporting family stability. 

Despite the successes, however, the parent co-payments 
required by DSS from CCAP families present a signifi cant 
problem. At the lowest income level, the required co-
payment is $22.50 per week per child - $90 per month 
– and the amount increases at higher income levels. A 
2006 study on the impact of child care co-payments 
found that Louisiana has the second-highest co-payment 
burden in the nation for families living below the poverty 
line.15 Some families working for low or moderate wages, 
especially those that have more than one child in care, 
simply can’t afford the co-payments. 

Prior to March, 2002, the CCAP program was under-
utilized. Realizing that the co-payments were keeping 
people from accessing the program, DSS lowered the  
parent fees and eliminated the co-pay at the lowest family 
income level altogether. This worked well for working 
families! Over the next twelve months, CCAP participation 
increased from about 32,000 children to about 50,000. 
But DSS found itself running a serious shortfall of funds. 
Changes were made quickly in March 2003. The co-
payment amounts were raised at each income level and 
the payment at the lowest income level was reinstated, at 
$90/month, which is where it still stands. To its credit, DSS 
has not raised the co-payment amounts over the last three 

years, even though the department has increased the “per 
child” reimbursement rates to the centers and providers 
that participate in the CCAP program. 

The decision to raise the family co-payment rate was made 
in order to avoid limiting access to the program, at the 
same time keeping the program fi nancially solvent.16 
However, access comes at the cost of affordability. The 
co-payments place an undue burden on many low and 
moderate income families. For example, families living at 
100-150% of the federal poverty line must pay 45% of the 
cost of child care. For those in the lowest income bracket, 
many of whom are working at the minimum wage, the 
co-payment of $22.50 per week is a substantial portion of 
the family income. Nationally, 61% of families receiving 
child care assistance through Child Care and Development 
Block Grant (CCDBG) funding have a co-payment. In 
Louisiana, 87% of such families have a co-payment. Among 
families making co-payments, the average Louisiana family 
in CCAP spends 14% of its monthly income on co-
payments, while the national average (6%) is less than half 
that amount.17 Families with more than one child in child 
care do not receive a reduced co-payment rate. As a result, 
many families are unable to afford the cost of the child 
care, even with the help of CCAP.

Many Eligible Families Don’t Receive Child 
Care Assistance
Child Care Assistance serves just a fraction of the families 
that are eligible. There were approximately 186,960 
children under 13 who lived in low-income working 
families in Louisiana in 2005.18 In Fiscal Year 2005, only 
46,680 children received CCAP –about 25% of the eligible 
population. Federally funded Head Start programs fi ll the 
gap for some very low-income families, but Head Start 
programs primarily serve preschool-aged children and 
often have waiting lists.

It should be noted that CCAP is not an entitlement 
program, which means that the government is not required 
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to serve all eligible children. Instead, it serves as many 
eligible children as possible, given budget limitations. 
Louisiana and the federal government have never funded 
CCAP at a level that would allow the program to serve all 
eligible children. Add to that the fact that the Louisiana 
Legislature has never allocated suffi cient state matching 
funds to draw down the maximum amount of our federal 
allocation. In FY2006, Louisiana received a waiver from the 
federal government that enabled the state to draw down 
our full federal share without the state match. Had we 
funded the full state match (an additional $1,349,741), we 
could be serving an additional 1,780 children. 

Lack of Awareness of CCAP
A 2004 survey found that nearly half of Louisiana’s eligible 
families who were not receiving CCAP didn’t even know 
about the subsidy program. Eighty percent of them said 
that they would like to sign up. Outreach efforts in the 
public and private sectors could be increased throughout 
the state so that families will know how to access this 
important work and family support program. An outreach 
campaign could be modeled on similar efforts used for 
other family supports, such as LaCHIP (Louisiana’s free 
health insurance program for low and moderate income 
children) and the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). These 
campaigns have successfully engaged employers, schools, 
faith-based institutions, media, libraries and many other 
available outlets to inform parents about benefi ts that 
support children and strengthen families. 

STEP (Strategies to Empower People) Child 
Care Assistance
In addition to serving working families, the Child Care 
Development Fund (CCDF) pays for child care for parents 
who participate in the STEP component of Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, formerly 
known as “welfare.” All “work-eligible” families receiving 
TANF in Louisiana must participate in the STEP program. 
STEP clients receive a small monthly stipend while they 
participate in training, education and other activities 

intended to enable them to become employed. Given that 
they have no appreciable income, TANF participants are 
not required to pay a share of their child care costs. 

Stepping up to Quality: Now for some 
good news!
 
★ Louisiana’s Public Preschool
A national study of states’ public preschool programs 
ranked two of Louisiana’s public preschool programs (LA-4 
and Starting Points) 13th in the nation for access (i.e. the 
percentage of four year-olds served by the programs) and 
11th for resources (i.e. the amount of funding per child). 
With nearly 30,000 children in public pre-kindergarten 
classrooms, Louisiana serves almost half of its 4 year-
old population in public schools. LA-4, Starting Points, 
and NSECD – the Nonpublic Schools Early Childhood 
Development Program, a private sector companion to LA-4 
– are all aimed at improving the school readiness of at-risk 
and under-served four year olds. Quality standards for 
LA-4, Starting Points, NSECD, and 8(g) state funds require 
that lead teachers in their pre-kindergarten classrooms 
have teaching certifi cates and baccalaureate degrees, and 
that the staff/child ratios are no higher than 1:10. These 
requirements are signifi cantly higher than the standards for 
personnel in licensed child care centers. 

The outcomes of children involved in the school-based 
programs refl ect the benefi ts of high standards. The typical 
Starting Points and LA-4 student begins the school year 
scoring at the very bottom of nationally standardized 
tests in math, print, and language. By the end of the year, 
the mean score in each of these areas is actually at or 
above the national average. Additionally, the programs’ 
evaluations show their effectiveness at closing the gap 
between students living in low-income households and 
their more affl uent counterparts. Even though the children’s 
pre-test scores correlated closely with their family 
income (the higher the income, the higher the score), 
those differences nearly disappeared by the time of the 
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post-test.19 This was true for both Caucasian and African-
American children. Clearly, these successful programs are 
working well for Louisiana’s children! 

★ Workforce Development
The development of Louisiana Pathways, the career 
ladder and scholarship program for child care personnel, 
represents a big step forward in documenting and 
improving the quality of the child care workforce. Despite 
the fact that fi nancial incentives are currently missing, the 
framework for developing a graduated salary scale based 
on educational achievement in the fi eld is in place. 

★ Quality Rating System (QRS)
In partnership with the Tulane University Institute of Infant 
and Early Childhood and Mental Health, DSS is developing 
a “quality rating system” for the state’s child care centers. 
The aim of this initiative is to give parents information to 
guide their child care decisions, as well as to offer centers 
encouragement and information that will support their 
efforts to improve and maintain quality services. When 
parents know the ingredients and the importance of quality 
care and providers are given support and incentives for 
implementing high standards, the effi cacy of the whole 
system will rise.

★ DSS Quality Initiatives
Through contracts with the state’s child care resource 
and referral offi ces, as well as some colleges and 
universities, DSS provides ongoing training and on-site 
technical assistance for child care centers and family child 
care providers throughout the state. These programs 
will continue to play a vital role in child care workforce 
development as the state implements the Quality Rating 
System. In particular, the technical assistance teams will be 
instrumental in helping centers and family child care homes 
identify and make improvements in their environments. 

DSS is exploring strategies for supplementing child care 
wages and providing benefi ts – such as health insurance 

and paid leave – for personnel. If this effort bears fruit, it 
will be a substantial support for centers trying to attract and 
retain well-qualifi ed staff. 

The department currently provides “repair and 
improvement grants” for centers and family child care 
providers that need help meeting the costs of required 
materials and equipment. Based on a formula of $100 per 
enrolled child, with a maximum of $10,000 per center and 
$600 per family child care provider, these funds can be 
used to address areas in which improvement is needed. 
Each center and family child care provider is eligible to 
apply for one “R&I” grant per fi scal year. In the aftermath of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, child care facilities were eligible 
to apply for two R&I grants in Fiscal Year 2005. However, 
very few were able to take advantage of this additional 
opportunity, primarily because they had to be licensed in 
order to be eligible and many devastated centers were a 
long way from regaining licensure.
 
Impacts of the 2005 Hurricanes
Hundreds of structures that housed child care were 
damaged or destroyed by the impact and aftermath of 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. Many owners and operators 
lacked suffi cient insurance to resume operations. Many 
more are faced with the challenge of rebuilding their own 
homes as well as the structure that housed their child care 
program. For family child care providers, of course, home 
and work were in the same place! A standard FEMA trailer 
isn’t big enough to provide family child care, nor would 
FEMA allow it anyway. 

Recent population estimates show that about half of New 
Orleans’ residents remain displaced and nearly three-
quarters of St. Bernard residents have not returned. 
This means that many child care centers and providers 
are simply not in the area. It also means that that those 
who want to rebuild their business have to consider the 
possibility that there may not be enough families with 
young children in their area to support it.
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Staff shortage
The extremely limited supply of housing in the post-
hurricane landscape has caused rents to skyrocket in the 
areas that were impacted by the storms. HUD’s Fair Market 
Rent rates for the greater New Orleans area for 2007 have
nearly doubled since 2005. As a result of the sudden 
increase in the cost of housing, many low-wage workers 
have not been able to return to their homes and 
communities. To complicate matters for child care centers, 
many businesses that traditionally employ low-wage 
workers, such as fast food restaurants, have responded 
to the scarcity of workers by increasing their wages to 
attract more workers. Many child care centers are therefore 
fi nding it diffi cult to recruit and retain staff in this new era 
of higher wages without passing the costs of higher wages 
onto parents. 

Child Care Centers in Hurricane-Affected Parishes
Cameron, Calcasieu, Jefferson, Orleans, Plaquemines, 
and St. Bernard parishes all lost a signifi cant number of 
their child care centers. More than a year after Katrina hit, 
St. Bernard has the largest percentage of its pre-Katrina 
centers closed, with just 2 of its previous 26 centers now 
operating. Orleans parish lost the greatest number of 
centers, with almost 200 of 272 previously open centers 
still shuttered. Cameron, Calcasieu, Plaquemines and 
Jefferson have managed to restore a greater percentage of 
their pre-Katrina child care capacity, though it should be 
noted that Cameron had very little child care capacity even 
before Rita made landfall. 

Varying Paces of Recovery
Despite the obstacles, many damaged centers have, in 
fact, reopened, and many others are planning to do so. 
Orleans Parish has actually seen the greatest number and 
percentage of re-openings between February and October 
of 2006, with the number of licensed facilities open nearly 
doubling from 37 to 74 during that time. Plaquemines 
and St. Bernard parishes have not experienced similar 

increases during the same period. In Plaquemines Parish, 
the major damage occurred in the lower part of the parish, 
where there were very few child care centers before the 
storm, which probably explains why 8 of 13 previously 
operating centers had re-opened by February. At the time 
of this essay, only two additional centers have opened in 
Plaquemines since February. On the Southwestern side of 
the state, Calcasieu Parish increased the number of centers 
from 70 to 76 between February and October 2006, while 
Cameron reopened one more center during that 
time period. 

Child Care and Population Trends
While housing remains the bottom-line issue for virtually 
every family returning to the New Orleans area the 
challenge of fi nding available accessible child care appears 
to be the barrier that ranks second. Families with young 
children simply will not be able to return without an 
adequate supply of child care across all age groups. In fact, 
recently released population estimates showed that the 
New Orleans’ “under 5” population is just 22% of its pre-
Katrina size. The same survey estimated that New Orleans’ 
total household population is at 43% of its pre-Katrina size. 
While this may be refl ective of the fact that families with 
young children typically have fewer resources than other 
families and are thus less able to return to the city, it may 
also hint at the fact that families with young children cannot 
return to a city that does not have an ample supply of child 
care and other supports for young children. 

Impact of the Hurricanes on Child Care Assistance 
Program Rolls
In the 2005 fi scal year, an average of 46,680 children 
were served each month by CCAP. By contrast, in the 2006 
fi scal year (July 05-June 06), an average of just 35,900 were 
served each month – a drop of 10,780 children.20 After the 
hurricanes, hundreds of centers closed and many people 
lost their jobs and/or moved out of the state, so it’s not 
surprising that the CCAP rolls dropped so drastically. 
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Parents’ Experiences
Agenda for Children’s Child Care Resource and Referral 
(R&R) offi ce has received hundreds of phone calls from 
parents who have been unable to fi nd child care. Some 
have been unable to start accept a job offer because 
they could not fi nd child care. One mother of an infant 
called every center on the list provided by the R&R parent 
counselor, only to fi nd that every one had a wait list of over 
a year for infants. Another mother is going to have to pay 
for six weeks of child care that will go unused during her 
maternity leave just so that she can secure the slot for her 
child. Anecdotal reports from parents who call Child Care 
Resources suggest that care is particularly scarce for infants 
and toddlers. Many centers are likely only accepting a few 
babies because they are able to fi ll most of their slots with 
older children, given the greatly reduced supply of 
child care. 

Work in Progress
Planners and decision makers – the “architects” of the city 
and state rebuilding efforts – have typically ignored the 
role of child care in the regions’ recovery strategies. There 
is, however, a strong cadre of child and family advocates 
working to restore and rebuild the child care infrastructure.

In Southwestern Louisiana, a collaborative effort has 
succeed in assisting child care centers and providers by 
identifying sources to replace ruined toys, furniture, and 
appliances. While most of the centers in Calcasieu parish 
were able to reopen after Hurricane Rita, many had to 
replace all their supplies and equipment. There is also an 
effort in this area to foster the development of additional 
child care facilities in Cameron Parish, where there were 
only three centers before Rita hit. 

In Southeastern Louisiana, the Greater New Orleans Child 
Care Rebuild Collaborative is actively seeking funds, as 
well as contractors and architects, to assist centers and 
family child care providers in restoring their damaged 

facilities. More than one hundred child care centers 
and providers have received assistance of various sorts 
– monetary donations, furniture and appliances, toys and 
books, playground equipment, technical assistance, offi ce 
equipment, and more. The members of the Child Care 
Rebuild Collaborative include:
• Agenda for Children
• Children’s Defense Fund-Louisiana
• Department of Social Services of the State of Louisiana
• Greater New Orleans Afterschool Partnership
• Institute of Mental Hygiene
• Louisiana Association for the Education of Young 
  Children (LAEYC)
• Louisiana Recovery Corps
• Louisiana State University Ag Center
• Save the Children
• Tulane University Institute of Infant and Early 
  Childhood Mental Health
• United Way for the Greater New Orleans Area – 
  Success by Six
• United Way’s Women’s Leadership Initiative

SSBG Dollars to Fund Child Care Rebuilding
The Department of Social Services received $12 million in 
SSBG (Social Services Block Grant) funding to help centers 
rebuild and purchase furnishings and toys. The department 
has also been able to assist centers that have reopened 
through the Repair and Improvement Grant program, 
which is available to centers and family child care homes 
that receive CCAP payments. As mentioned earlier, the 
program’s rules were relaxed after the hurricane so that 
centers and family child care homes in hurricane-affected 
areas could apply for two grants in one fi scal year. Centers 
trying to rebuild their facilities cannot access these funds 
until they have a valid license, which they cannot get 
unless they have brought their building back to working 
conditions. Although DSS has not yet been able to release 
the $12 million set aside for child care rebuilding work, 
the process is moving forward and we can anticipate a 
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substantial boost in the child care recovery effort when the 
SSBG funds hit the ground! 
 
The Louisiana Recovery Authority will soon implement a 
grant program for small businesses impacted by the 2005 
hurricanes.  The LRA should work in concert with the DSS 
Bureau of Licensing and local child care resource and 
referral agencies to ensure that eligible child care centers 
are included in this program.  
 
As neighborhoods rebuild, they can take some simple 
steps to ensure that child care will be available in their area.  
For example, neighborhood associations can partner with 
elementary schools to ensure that every public elementary 
school has a pre-kindergarten program.  They should 
also work with owners and operators of closed child care 
centers to assist them in their rebuilding and advocate for 
high quality centers. 
 
Though planners and decision-makers have largely 
ignored the role of child care in the region’s rebuilding 
strategy, they would be wise to work with the child care 
and early education sector to remedy this oversight.  With 
appropriate assistance, the child care industry in hurricane-
affected regions can regain its position as an important 
driver of job growth and economic development.  An 
adequate supply of quality child care is essential to bringing 
young families back.  If the supply of child care continues 
to fail to meet demand in areas affected by the hurricane, 
we run the risk of losing families with young children.  
Policymakers, economic development offi cials, and other 
stakeholders need to work together to ensure that the 
needs of our youngest citizens and their families are met 
in this post-Katrina world.  We simply cannot afford the 
high cost of not investing adequately in child care and early 
education.  If we seize this opportunity to create a strong, 
viable child care and early education system, Louisiana will 
reap the rewards for years to come.
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Long before Hurricanes Katrina and Rita made landfall, 
Louisiana’s children fared far worse than their counterparts 
in other states. Forty-nine percent (49%) of our children 
live in low-income families, the majority of them with 
working parents. Nearly one-third live below poverty level, 
meaning that the household income is less than $15,735 
per year for a family of three. 

High quality early child education has been consistently 
proven to dramatically improve the outcomes of children 
who are challenged by poverty and other risk factors. 
Child care programs provide essential support for working 
parents while at the same time holding the responsibility for 
the healthy growth and development of the children in their 
care. These two vital functions combine to place child care 
in a pivotal role with considerable impact on the economy 
of the state as well as the stability of families and the future 
of the next generation. 

Seventy-eight percent (78%) of Louisiana’s children under 
the age of fi ve are cared for by someone other than a 
parent or guardian on a regular basis, a rate signifi cantly 
higher than the national average of 65%. Unfortunately, 
support for quality care in our state is woefully inadequate. 
Louisiana’s median wage for child care personnel is the 
lowest in the nation, at $6.55 per hour. Persistently low 
wages make it nearly impossible to attract and retain well-
qualifi ed professionals who have skills, education, and 
experience in the fi eld. Sixty-four percent (64%) of the lead 
teachers in our state’s child care centers list a high school 
diploma as their highest level of formal education. 

While directors of child care centers must have some 
level of experience and training, the child care staff 
members do not have to have any pre-service experience 
or education. One must simply be at least 18 years old 
and present a “clean” criminal background check and TB 
test. Once they begin working, they must meet mandatory 
in-service training requirements. Support for further 
professional development is available, and many workers 
do take advantage of this. However, once having achieved 
credentials in the fi eld, many leave child care to work 
for better wages in the school-based Pre-kindergarten 
classrooms. 

Child care licensing requirements fall far short of what 
it takes to deliver quality child care. In addition to the 
minimal qualifi cations for staff, the child/staff ratios pose 
a serious challenge to the well-being of the children. For 
example, one caregiver may be assigned to a classroom of 
eleven two-year-olds and still be within the ratio allowed 
by licensing regulations. Enforcement of these minimum 
standards is also hampered by the fact that each licensing 
surveyor has a caseload of over ninety facilities.

Access to quality child care is out of reach for many 
families. Barriers such as the cost of care, transportation 
challenges, or non-traditional working hours limit their 
options, especially in the post-Katrina and Rita landscape. 
Families who need child care for infants or toddlers or 
children with special needs face very limited choices. 

Help for low and moderate income working families with 
young children is available through the state’s Department 
of Social Services (DSS), which subsidizes a portion of 
eligible parents’ child care costs. Although there is a 
parent co-payment required, which poses a barrier for 
some families, the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) 
has been a signifi cant support for thousands of Louisiana 
working families. 

Support for raising the quality of child care is also on 
the horizon, in the form of a quality rating system to be 
initiated in January 2007. Child care centers that choose to 
participate in the QRS will be assessed and given a rating 
based on their scores. The aim of this initiative is to give 
parents information to guide their child care decisions, and 
to provide incentives for child care programs to adhere to 
high standards. When parents know the importance and 
the ingredients of high quality child care and providers 
are given support and incentives for implementing high 
standards, the effi cacy of the whole system will rise.

Summary
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Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agencies 
refer parents to child care facilities operating near 
their home or workplace. They also teach parents 
what to look for and what questions to ask when 
choosing a child care provider. They also help to 
build the child care supply by encouraging providers 

to enter the child care market or to expand their 
operations. Because they operate through contracts 
with the Department of Social Services, services are 
provided to parents free of charge. A list of CCR&R 
agencies follows.

Alexandria and Shreveport Areas
Northwestern State University
NSU Child and Family Network
(318) 677-3150 (in Shreveport/Bossier areas)
Toll-Free: 1-800-796-9080 (outside Shreveport area)

Baton Rouge Area
Volunteers of America
Partnerships in Child Care
(225) 926-8005 (in Baton Rouge)
Toll-Free: 1-888-926-8005 (outside Baton Rouge area) 

Lafayette and Lake Charles Areas
Excellence for Children
(337) 332-8551
Toll-Free:  1-866-374-9460

Monroe Area
Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana
(318) 323-8775 (in the Monroe area)
Toll-Free: 1-877-206-0819

New Orleans, Covington and Thibodaux Areas 
Agenda for Children
(504) 586-8509 (New Orleans area)
Toll-Free: 1-800-486-1712 (outside New Orleans Area)
(985) 446-8330 (Thibodaux area)
Toll-Free: 1-800-577-8052 (outside Thibodaux area)

Louisiana’s Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies 
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Sources

Population
Total counts by age group based on 2005 Population Estimates of 
County population by age, sex, race, and Hispanic origin

Source: Population Estimates Program, Population Division, U.S. 
Census Bureau Washington D.C. Release Date: August 4, 2006

Licensed Child Care Centers 
The fi gures reported here are the number of licensed Class A 
and Class B child care centers (also known as day care centers). 
Some preschools attached to schools, Montessori schools, and 
mothers-day-out programs are not licensed by the Department of 
Social Services and are thus excluded from this count.

A day care center is defi ned by Louisiana law as  “any place or 
facility operated by any institution, society, agency, corporation, 
person or persons, or any other group for the primary purpose 
of providing care, supervision, and guidance of seven or 
more children, not including those related to the caregiver, 
unaccompanied by parent or guardian, on a regular basis for at 
least twelve and one-half hours in a continuous seven-day week. 
Related or relative is defi ned as the natural or adopted child or 
grandchild of the caregiver or a child in the legal custody of the 
caregiver. A recognized religious organization which is qualifi ed as 
a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)3 of the Internal 
Revenue Code and does not operate more than twenty-four hours 
in a continuous seven-day week is not considered a day care 
center.”  

Data for parishes that were not “hurricane-affected” was current 
as of July 2006. “Pre-Katrina” information is derived from a DSS 
report that was generated on September 13, 2005, which was 
directly before all licenses in hurricane-affected parishes were 
temporarily suspended, pending inspections by the Fire Marshall 
and Health Department. “Post-Katrina” information for hurricane-
affected parishes refl ects capacity and center numbers as of 
October 4, 2006. 

Source: Louisiana Department of Social Services, Bureau of 
Licensing, Baton Rouge, LA.

Maximum Capacity at Licensed Centers
Maximum Capacity at Licensed Centers is the maximum number 
of children that can be cared for in centers. The numbers 
reported here are representative of the combined maximum 
licensed capacity of Class A and Class B centers. Capacity is 
determined by the DSS Bureau of Licensing based upon a facility’s 
physical characteristics and size. Because many centers do not 
operate at full capacity for various reasons (including quality, 
staffi ng diffi culties, low demand, etc.), the actual number of slots 
is likely to be considerably lower than the maximum capacity. A 
2005 study on child care, “Investing in the Child Care Industry: 
An Economic Development Strategy for Louisiana,” found that 
centers operated at an average of 58% of their licensed capacity.   

Source: Louisiana Department of Social Services, Bureau of 
Licensing, Baton Rouge, LA.

Public Preschool Enrollment
These are educational programs serving pre-school aged children 
in public schools. Public preschool programs are funded through 
a variety of sources, including LA-4, Starting Points, Title I, 8(g), 
local funding, and Even Start. Slots funded through Head Start 
funds were excluded from this count because Head Start slots 
were included in the licensed center capacity indicator. Also note 
that the cities of Monroe, Bogalusa, Baker, and Zachary operate 
school systems independent of the parish-wide school districts. 
Additionally, LSU and Southern University operate schools 
independent of the parish-wide school districts, as do several 
charter schools. For the purposes of this book, totals from these 
cities and schools have been added to their respective parishes. 
Pre-Katrina information refl ects enrollment as of October 1, 2004. 
“Post-Katrina” data refl ects enrollment as of March 1, 2006. 
The total preschool enrollment for Louisiana is slightly higher 
than the sum of the parishes’ preschool enrollment because a 
small number of children attend preschool at schools that admit 
children from every parish.

Source: Planning, Analysis & Information Resources Division, 
Louisiana Department of Education, Baton Rouge, LA.

Head Start Centers
These numbers refl ect the number of Head Start Centers open as 
of August 29, 2006. Pre-Katrina Rita fi gures refl ect the number 
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of Head Start sites that were licensed as of September 13, 2005, 
which was directly before all licenses in hurricane-affected 
parishes were temporarily suspended. 

Source: Administration for Children and Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. Post-Katrina fi gures 
for Orleans, Jefferson, and Plaquemines parishes, which refl ect 
October 2006 data, were provided directly by local grantees: 
Pearlie Elloie of Total Community Action (Orleans), Elaine 
O’Connor (Jefferson Community Action Programs), and Janel 
Mumme (Plaquemines Parish School Board). Pre-Katrina fi gures 
were received from the Administration for Children and Families, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and confi rmed by 
a report from the Bureau of Licensing, Louisiana Department of 
Social Services, Baton Rouge, LA.

Head Start Enrollment
This is the number of funded slots. Actual enrollment may vary. 

Source: Administration for Children and Families, U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. Pre-Katrina fi gures 
were received from the Administration for Children and Families, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and confi rmed by 
a report from the Bureau of Licensing, Louisiana Department of 
Social Services, Baton Rouge, LA. Post-Katrina fi gures for Orleans, 
Jefferson, and Plaquemines parishes, which refl ect October 2006 
data, were provided directly by local grantees: Pearlie Elloie of 
Total Community Action (Orleans), Elaine O’Connor (Jefferson 
Community Action Programs), and Janel Mumme (Plaquemines 
Parish School Board).

NSECD Enrollment
Refl ects the number of children enrolled in the Nonpublic Schools 
Early Childhood Development program, which pays tuition for 
low-income children to attend private pre-schools. 

Source: Nonpublic Schools Early Childhood Development Pro-
gram. 

Family Child Care Homes
Refl ects the number of family child care homes registered with 
area Child Care Resource and Referral agencies. CCR&R data-
bases include family child care homes that receive Child Care As-

sistance, participate in the Child Nutrition Food program, and/or 
register with the CCR&R. Because family child care homes are 
exempt from licensing regulations, there is no defi nitive way to ac-
curately count the number of family child care homes. This report 
used data from child care resource and referral agencies because 
their data refl ects the changes pursuant to the 2005 hurricanes, 
and refl ects data from several sources. 

Source: Agenda for Children (New Orleans and Thibodaux), 
Excellence for Children (Lafayette), NSU Child and Family Network 
(Shreveport), Partnerships in Child Care (Baton Rouge), and 
Children’s Coalition for Northeast Louisiana (Monroe). 

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
This estimate was developed by dividing the number of children 
under fi ve by the combined maximum capacity of licensed child 
care centers, family child care homes, and public preschool 
enrollment. Head Start and NSECD enrollment were excluded 
from this calculation because their enrollment is refl ected in the 
licensed child care capacity. For hurricane-affected parishes, the 
ratio refl ects pre-Katrina/Rita capacity (September 2005 licens-
ing data, August 2005 family child care data, and October 2004 
public preschool enrollment.)

Child Care Assistance (CCA)
The CCA program of the Offi ce of Family Support helps low-
income families pay for the child care they need while working, 
looking for work, attending school or in training. Monthly pay-
ments are based on the number of hours the parents work, look 
for work, or attend school or training, the amount charged by the 
child care provider, family size and household income. Parents 
can select any Class A child care center, school-based before and 
after school program, registered family child day care home, or 
in-home provider. 

There are two different Child Care Assistance programs: STEP and 
“low-income.”  STEP CCA is offered as a component of the STEP 
program, which helps work-eligible families on FITAP (more com-
monly known as “welfare”) to receive job training, employment 
and supportive services to enable them to become self-suffi cient. 
There are no co-payments for families participating in the STEP 
CCA program because they have very low incomes. Low-income 
CCA is designed to help low-income families that aren’t on FITAP 
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get help paying for child care. Low-income CCA requires that 
participating families pay co-payments of between 25% and 65% 
of the cost of care, depending on their income. 

The sliding fee scale is as follows for a three-person household:
Monthly Income Percentage Paid by the State
$0-$1,341 75%
$1,342-$1,997 55%
$1,998-$2,653 35%

Children on STEP CCA
Refl ects the number of children receiving benefi ts through the 
STEP category of the Child Care Assistance Program.

STEP Benefi ts
Dollar amounts paid for children through the STEP category of the 
Child Care Assistance Program. Program administrative costs are 
not refl ected in this fi gure. 

Estimated Annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t and Estimated 
Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t
These estimates were calculated by dividing the total reported 
expenditures by the number of children receiving assistance in 
the respective categories, multiplied by 12 to derive an annual 
estimate. This estimate does not account for monthly variances in 
the number of children receiving assistance or expenditures.

Children on “Low-Income” CCA
Refl ects the number of children receiving benefi ts through the 
“low-income” category of the Child Care Assistance Program.

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts
Dollar amounts paid for children through the low-income category 
of the Child Care Assistance Program. Program administrative 
costs are not refl ected in this fi gure. 

Data for parishes that were not “hurricane-affected” and 2006 
data for hurricane-affected parishes refl ects June 2006 expendi-
tures. “Pre-Katrina” data reported for August 2005.

Source: Louisiana Department of Social Services, Offi ce of Family 
Support, Child Care Assistance Program “Regional Child Care As-
sistance Program Statistics,”, Baton Rouge, LA. Statistics available 

at http://www.dss.state.la.us/Documents/OFS/fy0506_CCAP_
Mon_Totals.pdf.

Poverty and Income

Poverty
The Census Bureau uses a set of money income thresholds that 
vary by family size and composition to determine who is in pov-
erty. If a family’s total income is less than the family’s threshold, 
then that family and every individual in it is considered in poverty. 
The offi cial poverty thresholds do not vary geographically, but 
they are updated for infl ation using Consumer Price Index (CPI-U). 
The offi cial poverty defi nition uses money income before taxes 
and does not include capital gains or noncash benefi ts (such as 
public housing, Medicaid, and food stamps). The poverty thresh-
old for a family of three (one adult and two children) in 2003, the 
year for which data are reported herein: $14,824/annually.
Poverty is not determined for unrelated individuals under age 
15 (such as foster children), people living in institutional group 
quarters (such as prisons or nursing homes), college dormitories, 
military barracks, or living situations without conventional housing 
(and who are not in shelters.)  People who fall into any of these 
categories are excluded from the “poverty universe,” meaning 
that they are considered neither “poor” nor “non-poor.”  Source 
for the Census’ defi nition of poverty: U.S. Census Bureau, Hous-
ing and Household Economic Statistics Division  Last Revised: 
December 14, 2005.

In the United States, the offi cial poverty measure was developed in 
the 1960’s using an FDA diet designed to meet the needs of low-
income families. At the time, the typical family spent about one-
third of their budget on food. The measure was thus developed by 
multiplying the cost of the FDA diet by three. Since that time, the 
poverty measure has been updated for infl ation, but has not been 
otherwise modifi ed. The Census cautions users that, “although the 
thresholds in some sense refl ect families needs, they are intended 
for use as a statistical yardstick, not as a complete description of 
what people and families need to live.”

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Housing and Household Economic 
Statistics Division, Small Area Estimates Branch, Washington D.C. 
Final Release Date: October 2006. 
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Median Household Income
Household income is the sum of money income received in the 
calendar year by all household members 15 years old and over, 
including household members not related to the householder, 
people living alone, and other nonfamily household members. 
Included in the total are amounts reported separately for wage or 
salary income; net self-employment income; interest, dividends, 
or net rental or royalty income or income from estates and trusts; 
Social Security or Railroad Retirement income; Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI); public assistance or welfare payments; 
retirement, survivor, or disability pensions; and all other income. 
Source for defi nition of household income: http://quickfacts.
census.gov/qfd/meta/long_309547.htm. Note that median 
household income means that half of all households make more 
than the listed fi gure, while half make less. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Housing and Household Economic 
Statistics Division, Small Area Estimates Branch, Washington D.C. 
Final Release Date: October 2006.

Self-Suffi ciency Standard
The Self-Suffi ciency Standard defi nes the amount of income 
required to meet a family’s basic needs, without any public or pri-
vate assistance. Unlike the poverty measure, it varies geographi-
cally because the cost of living varies dramatically from place to 
place. It also takes into account a family’s composition and the age 
of children. The Standard incorporates the net effects of taxes and 
tax credits. Whereas the offi cial poverty measure is determined by 
a single cost (food), the Standard considers the cost of each basic 
need separately. Self-Suffi cient wages are determined at a level 
that is neither luxurious or even comfortable, but not so low that it 
fails to adequately provide for a family’s needs.

Source: Pearce, D. & Brooks, J (2003). “The Self-Suffi ciency 
Standard for Louisiana.” Prepared for Agenda for Children. Avail-
able at http://www.agendaforchildren.org/pages/LASelfSuffi cien-
cyStandard.pdf. 2006 update using the consumer price index was 
obtained via personal communication with Kate Farrar of Wider 
Opportunities for Women.

Child Care Costs for an Infant and a Three-Year Old
Annual child care costs for an infant and three-year old are based 
upon data from the 2005 Louisiana Child Care Market Rate Sur-
vey. The survey refl ects data on weekly child care rates provided 

by 6,493 providers throughout the state. The report divided the 
state’s parishes into two zones—Zone 1 is comprised of parishes 
with medium- to large-sized cities and neighboring parishes, while 
Zone 2 is comprised of parishes with small cities, towns, or rural 
areas. To estimate annual costs for the purposes of this report, the 
median full-time, weekday weekly rate at a Class A center for the 
parish’s zone was multiplied by 50, based on the assumption that 
the typical child care center will have at least ten days of holidays 
each year. It should be noted that the median rate means that half 
of Class A centers are charging more than this rate, while half are 
charging less. Parents who choose Class B centers or family child 
care homes typically have lower child care costs.

Source: Care Solutions, Inc. and Offi ce of Family Support, Louisi-
ana Department of Social Services (2005), “Louisiana Child Care 
Market Rate Survey 2005.”  Retrieved 11/6/06 from http://www.
dss.state.la.us/Documents/OFS/Attachment_3_2_1.pdf. 

Child Care Costs for an Infant and a Three-Year Old in a Class A 
Center as a percentage of median income
This estimate was developed by dividing the estimated annual 
child care costs for that parish by the median household income 
in that parish.





Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005
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Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

Affordability

 (annual)

% of median Income

 (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Louisiana

2,002

144,516

-266/-13.3%

-13,127/-9.1%

28,015

-114/-0.4%

305

20,639

1,498

n.a.

n.a.

$33,792

309,726

26.6%

796,574

18.1%

1,736

131,389

27,901

262

19,462

735

3,472

20,832

1.8:1

[ Children under 5  322,444 ]  [ Children 5-13  557,509 ]  [ Children 14-17  267,698 ]  [ Total Under 18  1,147,651 ]  [ Total Population  4,523,628]

4,031

 $1,292,316.22 

 $3,847.13 

43,038

 $9,096,272.90 

 $2,536.25 

47,069

2,211

$654,483.12 

$3,552.15 

32,810

$6,229,107.40 

$2,278.25 

35,021

$4,387.50
13.0%

$4,210.50
12.5%

25.4%

Costs for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Costs for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 

2003 Median Household Income

Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

21

1,378

432

4

417

—

45

270

2.2:1

Acadia

[ Children under 5  4,565 ]  [ Children 5-13  8,043 ]  [ Children 14-17  3,934 ]  [ Total Under 18  16,542 ]  [ Total Population  59,552 ]

$4,250
14.3%

$4,000 
13.5%

27.8%

24.3%

$29,671

4,670

28.1%

11,656

20.0%

$33,901

19

$4,358.79 

$2,752.92 

327

$56,867.23 

$2,086.87 

346



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Allen 

4

253

224

3

162

—

4

24

3.2:1

[ Children under 5  1,611 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,876 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,427 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,914 ]  [ Total Population  25,270 ]

$4,250
14.9%

$4,000 
14.0%

28.9%

25.1%

$28,552

1,623

27.0%

4,405

20.5%

$32,914

0

$ —   

—

77

$8,993.34  

$1,401.56 

77



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Ascension

$4,500 
9.4%

$4,250 
8.9%

18.2%

24.2%

$47,959

3,805

15.6%

9,883

11.4%

$36,110

[ Children under 5  7,084 ]  [ Children 5-13  12,105 ]  [ Children 14-17  5,640 ]  [ Total Under 18  24,829 ]  [ Total Population  90,501 ]

11

$5,383.50  

$5,872.91 

281

$59,734.62 

$2,550.94 

292

43

3,314

448

5

311

—

250

1,500

1.3:1



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Assumption

7

208

255

5

114

—

47

282

1.9:1

[ Children under 5  1,398 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,968 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,424 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,790 ]  [ Total Population  23,196 ]

$4,250 
12%

$4,000 
11.3%

23.4%

25.0%

$35,296

1,598

26.4%

4,155

18.0%

$32,985

3

$661.60  

$2,646.40 

76

$13,148.29 

$2,076.05 

79



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Avoyelles

18

939

348

8

292

—

56

336

2.0:1

$4,250 
16.7%

$4,000 
  15.7%

32.4%

25.4%

$25,490

3,521

32.8%

8,996

23.1%

$32,483

33

$9,263.88 

$3,368.68 

416

$68,413.69 

$1,973.47 

449

[ Children under 5  3,190 ]  [ Children 5-13  5,008 ]  [ Children 14-17  2,441 ]  [ Total Under 18  10,639 ]  [ Total Population  42,098 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Beauregard

9

667

224

1

74

—

2

12

2.4:1

[ Children under 5  2,130 ]  [ Children 5-13  4,365 ]  [ Children 14-17  2,165 ]  [ Total Under 18  8,660 ]  [ Total Population  34,562 ]

$4,500 
13.1%

$4,250 
12.3%

25.4%

25.6%

$34,447

1,948

22.3%

5,047

15.3%

$34,220

14

$3,649.86 

$3,128.45 

190

$29,576.76 

$1,868.01 

204



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Bienville

7

305

149

2

100

—

3

18

2.0:1

[ Children under 5  951 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,781 ]  [ Children 14-17  957 ]  [ Total Under 18  3,689 ]  [ Total Population  15,176 ]

$4,250 
16.5%

$4,000 
15.6%

32.1%

24.5%

$25,695

1,189

31.1%

3,098

20.6%

$33,703

6

$798.34 

$1,596.68 

113

$19,460.79 

$2,066.63 

119



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Bossier

48

4,604

475

6

443

—

60

360

1.4:1

[ Children under 5  7,771 ]  [ Children 5-13  13,515 ]  [ Children 14-17  6,398 ]  [ Total Under 18  27,684 ]  [ Total Population  105,541 ]

$4,500 
11.1%

$4,250 
10.5%

21.5%

23.9%

$40,631

5,504

19.8%

13,648

13.4%

$36,648

56

$14,318.09 

$3,068.16 

751

$132,553.47 

$2,118.03 

807



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Caddo

$4,500 
13.8%

$4,250 
13.0%

26.8%

24.2%

$32,652

18,785

29.3%

48,572

19.7%

$36,115

212

$61,832.19 

$3,499.94 

3,043

$572,766.98 

$2,258.69 

3,255

[ Children under 5  18,174 ]  [ Children 5-13  30,177 ]  [ Children 14-17  15,004 ]  [ Total Under 18  63,355 ]  [ Total Population  251,309 ]

101

10,123

1,726

12

1,481

123

234

1,404

1.4:1  



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005

Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
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Calcasieu

$4,500 
12.3%

$4,250 
11.6%

23.9%

24.6%

$36,646

11,370

23.8%

29,498

16.3%

$35,593

[ Children under 5  13,428 ]  [ Children 5-13  23,034 ]  [ Children 14-17  10,702 ]  [ Total Under 18  47,164 ]  [ Total Population  185,419 ]

76

5,727

1,670

5

507

—

48

288

83

6,018

-7/-8.43%

-291/-4.84%

1,493

177/11.9%

5

507

—

69

414

1.7:1

103

$33,355.50 

$3,886.08 

1,973

$431,739.67 

$2,625.89 

2,076

23

 $8,425.48 

 $4,395.90 

1,309

 $295,511.48 

 $2,709.04 

1,332



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Caldwell

3

133

132

1

63

—

25

150

1.5:1

[ Children under 5  606 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,164 ]  [ Children 14-17  596 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,366 ]  [ Total Population  10,563 ]

$4,250 
15.2%

$4,000 
14.3%

29.5%

25.4%

$27,934

703

27.3%

1,939

19.0%

$32,502

13

$2,581.75 

$2,383.15 

16

$3,156.60 

$2,367.45 

29



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005

Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
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Cameron

[ Children under 5  483 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,143 ]  [ Children 14-17  645 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,271 ]  [ Total Population  9,558 ]

$4,250 
11.8%

$4,000 
11.1%

22.8%

25.2%

$36,132

380

15.9%

1,142

11.8%

$32,768

0

$-   

–

6

$1,084.33 

$2,168.66 

6

3

103

-1/-33.33%

-40/-38.83%

64

-20/-31.3%

3

80

-

0

0

2.9:1

2

63

44

2

80

—

0

0

0

$   —   

$ —   

5

$886.05 

$2,126.52 

5



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Catahoula

2

135

44

1

76

—

7

42

2.8:1

[ Children under 5  622 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,197 ]  [ Children 14-17  578 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,397 ]  [ Total Population  10,447 ]

$4,250 
17.4%

$4,000 
16.4%

33.7%

25.5%

$24,456

858

34.4%

2,274

22.4%

$32,360

9

$2,485.66 

$3,314.21 

95

$21,934.52 

$2,770.68 

104



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Claiborne

5

279

178

2

72

—

4

24

1.7:1

[ Children under 5  822 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,819 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,005 ]  [ Total Under 18  3,646 ]  [ Total Population  16,309 ]

$4,250 
15.8%

$4,000 
14.9%

30.7%

24.5%

$26,888

1,261

33.1%

3,401

22.4%

$33,658

12

$2,403.00 

$2,403.00 

71

$9,577.01 

$1,618.65 

83
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Concordia

10

614

186

1

155

—

12

72

1.3:1

[ Children under 5  1,135 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,466 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,154 ]  [ Total Under 18  4,755 ]  [ Total Population  19,273 ]

$4,250 
17.4%

$4,000 
16.3%

33.7%

25.4%

$24,480

1,907

37.0%

4,588

24.0%

$32,474

66

$19,053.48 

$3,464.27 

316

$62,050.97 

$2,356.37 

382



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

DeSoto

12

423

316

3

85

—

22

132

2.0:1

$4,250 
14.2%

$4,000 
13.4%

27.6%

24.5%

$29,875

1,955

28.6%

4,978

19.2%

$33,658

7

$1,942.00 

$3,329.14 

181

$32,289.78 

$2,140.76 

188

[ Children under 5  1,773 ]  [ Children 5-13  3,285 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,672 ]  [ Total Under 18  6,730 ]  [ Total Population  26,383 ]
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

East Baton Rouge

234

20,745

2,518

16

1,418

164

539

3,234

1.1:1

$4,500 
12.1%

$4,250 
11.4%

23.5%

23.5%

$37,297

24,245

23.7%

65,926

16.5%

$37,218

[ Children under 5  28,804 ]  [ Children 5-13  49,316 ]  [ Children 14-17  22,792 ]  [ Total Under 18  100,912 ]  [ Total Population  411,417 ]

285

$86,331.64 

$3,635.02 

5,287

$1,030,669.74

$2,339.40 

5,572



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

East Carroll

5

277

61

1

138

—

26

156

1.4:1

[ Children under 5  674 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,208 ]  [ Children 14-17  587 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,469 ]  [ Total Population  8,756 ]

$4,250 
20.8%

$4,000 
19.6%

40.4%

25.6%

$20,412

1,232

47.6%

2,712

34.2%

$32,256

54

$19,390.48 

$4,309.00 

215

$44,954.54 

$2,509.09 

269
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

East Feliciana

7

664

148

2

184

—

2

12

1.6:1

$4,250 
13.6%

$4,000 
12.8%

26.3%

24.6%

$31,345

1,166

23.3%

3,356

17.7%

$33,579

2

$726.00 

$4,356.00 

115

$17,958.26 

$1,873.91 

117

[ Children under 5  1,334 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,354 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,169 ]  [ Total Under 18  4,857 ]  [ Total Population  20,823 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Evangeline

20

678

309

9

249

—

13

78

2.3:1

$4,250 
17.9%

$4,000 
16.9%

34.8%

25.3%

$23,688

3,253

32.9%

8,215

24.3%

$32,576

8

$847.70 

$1,271.55 

295

$54,445.38 

$2,214.73 

303

[ Children under 5  2,470 ]  [ Children 5-13  4,902 ]  [ Children 14-17  2,264 ]  [ Total Under 18  9,636 ]  [ Total Population  35,540 ]
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Franklin

11

620

145

1

136

—

110

660

1:1

$4,250 
17.5%

$4,000 
16.5%

34.0%

25.6%

$24,275

2,073

37.5%

4,885

24.3%

$32,256

17

$5,367.78 

$3,789.02 

308

$61,122.93 

$2,381.41 

325

[ Children under 5  1,447 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,522 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,277 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,246 ]  [ Total Population  20,380 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Grant

9

507

81

4

167

—

11

66

2.0:1

[ Children under 5  1,280 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,554 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,190 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,024 ]  [ Total Population  19,503 ]

$4,250 
13.5%

$4,000 
12.8%

26.3%

25.3%

$31,367

1,387

27.5%

3,461

18.2%

$32,638

24

$6,309.44 

$3,154.72 

243

$39,517.13 

$1,951.46 

267
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Iberia

30

1,904

578

3

418

—

101

606

1.8:1

$4,250 
12.9%

$4,000 
12.1%

25.0%

25.0%

$33,060

6,057

28.9%

14,500

19.7%

$32,974

65

$19,026.01 

$3,512.49 

1,108

$213,588.16 

$2,313.23 

1,173

[ Children under 5  5,656 ]  [ Children 5-13  10,121 ]  [ Children 14-17  4,816 ]  [ Total Under 18  20,593 ]  [ Total Population  74,338 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Iberville

19

992

189

6

360

—

37

222

1.6:1

$4,250 
14.1%

$4,000 
13.2%

27.3%

25.0%

$30,240

2,227

27.8%

5,992

20.5%

$32,974

17

$5,336.06 

$3,766.63 

422

$73,995.67 

$2,104.14 

439

[ Children under 5  2,279 ]  [ Children 5-13  3,735 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,824 ]  [ Total Under 18  7,838 ]  [ Total Population  32,386 ]



Child Care Capacity

2006 Louisiana  KIDS COUNT Special Report on Child Care – Child Care in the Parishes

50

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Jackson

5

289

39

3

163

—

10

60

2.6:1

$4,250 
13.8%

$4,000 
13.0%

26.8%

24.8%

$30,774

947

26.0%

2,548

16.9%

$33,259

3

$1,114.50 

$4,458.00 

83

$14,398.15 

$2,081.66 

86

[ Children under 5  1,014 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,677 ]  [ Children 14-17  841 ]  [ Total Under 18  3,532 ]  [ Total Population  15,135 ]



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005

Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
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Jefferson

192

13,440

-34/-17.62%

-2455/-18.27%

2,184

289/13.2%

10

1,135

36

212

1,272

1.8:1

159

10,985

2,473

8

944

32

51

306

[ Children under 5  31,133 ]  [ Children 5-13  52,778 ]  [ Children 14-17  24,979 ]  [ Total Under 18  108,890 ]  [ Total Population  452,824 ]

$4,500 
11.8%

$4,250 
11.2%

23.0%

20.7%

$38,077

27,106

24.6%

70,940

15.7%

$42,280

235

$75,588.91 

$3,859.86 

3,530

$734,521.25 

$2,496.96 

3,765

35

$10,907.12 

$3,739.58 

1,325

$267,081.98 

$2,418.86 

1,360
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Jefferson Davis

7

440

269

2

200

—

16

96

2.9:1

$4,250
13.9%

$4,000 
13.1%

27.0%

25.1%

$30,561

2,126

24.6%

5,438

17.6%

$32,840

9

$3,559.24 

$4,745.65 

102

$16,909.23 

$1,989.32 

111

[ Children under 5  2,342 ]  [ Children 5-13  4,186 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,998 ]  [ Total Under 18  8,526 ]  [ Total Population  31,272 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Lafayette

93

7,179

1,080

8

594

98

75

450

1.7:1

$4,500 
11.5%

$4,250 
10.9%

22.4%

26.1%

$39,095

11,202

22.1%

29,883

15.6%

$33,537

[ Children under 5  14,389 ]  [ Children 5-13  24,142 ]  [ Children 14-17  11,478 ]  [ Total Under 18  50,009 ]  [ Total Population  197,390 ]

107

$36,037.36 

$4,041.57 

1,836

$353,240.54 

$2,308.76 

1,943



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Lafourche

27

1,366

466

5

347

75

106

636

2.6:1

$4,500 
11.7%

$4,250 
11.1%

22.8%

24.7%

$38,360

5,142

22.2%

13,862

15.3%

$35,355

12

$3,448.22 

$3,448.22 

331

$62,709.37 

$2,273.45 

343

[ Children under 5  5,908 ]  [ Children 5-13  11,234 ]  [ Children 14-17  5,608 ]  [ Total Under 18  22,750 ]  [ Total Population  92,179 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

2006 Louisiana  KIDS COUNT Special Report on Child Care – Child Care in the Parishes

55

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

LaSalle

3

588

185

1

60

—

3

18

1.1:1

$4,250 
13.9%

$4,000 
13.1%

27.0%

25.2%

$30,556

852

26.2%

2,297

17.4%

$32,799

2

$609.00 

$3,654.00 

59

$10,116.01 

$2,057.49 

61

[ Children under 5  876 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,568 ]  [ Children 14-17  925 ]  [ Total Under 18  3,369 ]  [ Total Population  14,040 ]



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Lincoln

19

1,507

194

2

260

—

65

390

1.2:1

$4,250 
14.9%

$4,000 
14.1%

29.0%

24.3%

$28,453

2,478

28.0%

7,903

21.2%

$34,000

69

$16,850.90 

$2,930.59 

477

$81,587.79 

$2,052.52 

546

[ Children under 5  2,602 ]  [ Children 5-13  4,122 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,912 ]  [ Total Under 18  8,636 ]  [ Total Population 42,108 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Livingston

38

3,288

405

2

298

—

6

36

2.0:1

$4,500 
10.7%

$4,250 
10.1%

20.8%

23.5%

$42,006

4,873

17.3%

12,497

11.9%

$37,279

15

$4,570.92 

$3,656.74 

560

$100,552.42 

$2,154.69 

575

[ Children under 5  7,522 ]  [ Children 5-13  13,965 ]  [ Children 14-17  6,667 ]  [ Total Under 18  28,154 ]  [ Total Population  109,206 ]
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Madison

5

282

120

2

162

—

33

198

1.4:1

[ Children under 5  854 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,877 ]  [ Children 14-17  784 ]  [ Total Under 18  3,515 ]  [ Total Population  12,457 ]

$4,250 
18.8%

$4,000 
17.7%

36.6%

25.6%

$22,559

1,602

42.0%

3,456

28.6%

$32,238

41

$11,668.86 

$3,415.28 

119

$31,623.53 

$3,188.93 

160



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Morehouse

16

1,294

289

2

289

—

41

246

1.2:1

$4,500 
17.1%

$4,250 
16.2%

33.3%

27.1%

$26,302

2,862

35.6%

6,931

23.3%

$32,256

115

$32,985.31 

$3,441.95 

569

$98,885.46 

$2,085.46 

684

[ Children under 5  2,152 ]  [ Children 5-13  3,718 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,824 ]  [ Total Under 18  7,694 ]  [ Total Population  29,989 ]



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Natchitoches

26

1,666

483

5

224

—

52

312

1.2:1

$4,250 
15.5%

$4,000 
14.6%

30.1%

25.0%

$27,364

2,981

30.7%

8,081

22.2%

$32,995

66

$21,971.95 

$3,994.90 

981

$204,766.66 

$2,504.79 

1,047

[ Children under 5  2,924 ]  [ Children 5-13  4,487 ]  [ Children 14-17  2,124 ]  [ Total Under 18  9,535 ]  [ Total Population  38,541 ]



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005

Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
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Orleans

272

16,083

-198/-72.94%

-10776/-67.00%

3,120

-2741/-87.9%

33

2,822

803

447

2,682

1.6:1

74

5,307

379

10

872

138

25

150

[ Children under 5  34,748 ]  [ Children 5-13  54,907 ]  [ Children 14-17  25,770 ]  [ Total Under 18  115,425 ]  [ Total Population  454,863 ]

$4,500 
16.4%

$4,250 
15.5%

31.8%

25.4%

$27,478

44,232

37.2%

114,428

25.5%

$34,406

961

$311,934.55 

$3,895.12 

5,466

$1,192,501.42 

$2,618.01 

6,427

72

$24,134.22 

$4,022.37 

456

$109,542.36 

$2,882.69 

528



Child Care Capacity

2006 Louisiana  KIDS COUNT Special Report on Child Care – Child Care in the Parishes

62

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Ouachita

65

5,524

1,174

8

839

122

199

1,194

1.4:1

$4,500 
13.7%

$4,250 
13.0%

26.7%

25.5%

$32,808

12,164

30.6%

28,404

19.6%

$34,362

253

$77,463.93 

$3,674.18 

1,558

$291,764.54 

$2,247.22 

1,811

[ Children under 5  11,151 ]  [ Children 5-13  18,543 ]  [ Children 14-17  9,374 ]  [ Total Under 18  39,068 ]  [ Total Population  148,237 ]



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005

Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
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Plaquemines

13

640

-4/-30.77%

-15/-2.34%

131

-62/-47.3%

5

111

—

6

36

2.3:1

9

625

69

3

111

—

0

0

[ Children under 5  2,075 ]  [ Children 5-13  3,767 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,824 ]  [ Total Under 18  7,666 ]  [ Total Population  28,995 ]

$4,500 
11.7%

$4,250 
11.1%

22.8%

20.7%

$38,343

1,687

21.7%

4,347

15.3%

$42,195

4

$1,496.00 

$4,488.00 

187

$37,092.48 

$2,380.27 

191

4

$1,237.47 

$3,712.41 

60

$10,994.10 

$2,198.82 

64



Child Care Capacity

2006 Louisiana  KIDS COUNT Special Report on Child Care – Child Care in the Parishes

64

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Pointe Coupee

6

244

87

0

0

—

20

120

3.4:1

$4,250 
13.4%

$4,000 
12.5%

25.9%

24.5%

$31,886

1,524

27.0%

4,132

18.6%

$33,607

5

$2,022.85 

$4,854.84 

157

$26,648.63 

$2,036.84 

162

[ Children under 5  1,513 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,740 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,190 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,443 ]  [ Total Population  22,377 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Rapides

72

6,370

1312

10

958

—

74

444

1.2:1

$4,500 
14.2%

$4,250 
13.4%

27.6%

25.6%

$31,715

9,508

29.0%

23,869

19.2%

$34,188

126

$34,481.80 

$3,283.98 

1,895

$324,709.33 

$2,056.21 

2,021

[ Children under 5  9,376 ]  [ Children 5-13  15,856 ]  [ Children 14-17  7,500 ]  [ Total Under 18  32,732 ]  [ Total Population  128,462 ]
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Red River

3

160

103

1

50

—

7

42

2.4:1

[ Children under 5  744 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,260 ]  [ Children 14-17  648 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,652 ]  [ Total Population  9,465 ]

$4,250 
17.5%

$4,000 
16.5%

34.0%

24.5%

$24,294

868

33.2%

2,096

22.5%

$33,703

5

$1,150.72 

$2,761.73 

19

$2,049.30 

$1,294.29 

24



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Richland

8

402

91

4

192

—

35

210

2.0:1

$4,250 
17.0%

$4,000 
16.0%

33.1%

25.6%

$24,962

1,884

35.4%

4,588

23.5%

$32,275

15

$2,713.02 

$2,170.42 

199

$34,507.78 

$2,080.87 

214

[ Children under 5  1,432 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,587 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,198 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,217 ]  [ Total Population  20,562 ]
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Sabine

7

366

205

4

120

—

13

78

2.5:1

[ Children under 5  1,643 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,808 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,427 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,878 ]  [ Total Population  23,786 ]

$4,250 
14.3%

$4,000 
13.5%

27.8%

25.3%

$29,623

1,583

26.7%

4,194

18.0%

$32,602

19

$5,327.28 

$3,364.60 

123

$20,230.24 

$1,973.68 

142



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005

Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
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St. Bernard

26

1,470

-24/92.31%

-1227/-83.47%

374

-266/-71.1%

3

112

-

17

102

2.2:1

2

243

108

0

0

—

0

0

[ Children under 5  4,263 ]  [ Children 5-13  7,447 ]  [ Children 14-17  3,865 ]  [ Total Under 18  15,575 ]  [ Total Population  65,364 ]

$4,500 
12.4%

$4,250 
11.7%

24.2%

20.8%

$36,208

3,326

21.1%

9,214

14.2%

$42,121

62

$19,053.98 

$3,687.87 

560

$119,261.93 

$2,555.61 

622

0

$ — 

$ —   

17

$4,270.68 

$3,014.60 

17
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

St. Charles

24

1,839

155

2

257

—

1

6

1.7:1

$4,500 
9.9%

$4,250 
9.3%

19.2%

21.6%

$45,492

2,500

18.3%

6,228

12.5%

$40,573

0

$  —   

$ — 

258

$49,649.92 

$2,309.30 

258

[ Children under 5  3,336 ]  [ Children 5-13  6,593 ]  [ Children 14-17  3,410 ]  [ Total Under 18  13,339 ]  [ Total Population  50,633 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

St. Helena

4

241

71

1

98

—

1

6

1.8:1

[ Children under 5  563 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,381 ]  [ Children 14-17  656 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,600 ]  [ Total Population  10,259 ]

$4,250 
14.6%

$4,000 
13.8%

28.4%

24.1%

$29,026

959

35.0%

2,198

21.4%

$34,209

0

$ —   

$ —   

128

$24,784.01 

$2,323.50 

128
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

St. James

12

585

278

6

241

—

236

1,416

0.7:1

[ Children under 5  1,537]  [ Children 5-13  2,686 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,397 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,620]  [ Total Population  21,150 ]

$4,250 
11.7%

$4,000 
11.0%

22.7%

24.1%

$36,353

1,343

23.6%

3,362

16.0%

$34,301

2

$373.00 

$2,238.00 

134

$21,135.23 

$1,892.71 

136



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

St. John the Baptist

17

1,316

130

2

193

—

310

1,860

1.0:1

$4,500 
11.5%

$4,250 
10.9%

22.4%

21.6%

$39,034

3,105

23.6%

7,091

15.7%

$40,549

13

$5,838.50 

$5,389.38 

475

$90,925.42 

$2,297.06 

488

[ Children under 5  3,502 ]  [ Children 5-13  6,445 ]  [ Children 14-17  3,206 ]  [ Total Under 18  13,153 ]  [ Total Population  46,393 ]
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

St. Landry

36

2,331

633

11

935

26

67

402

2.0:1

$4,250 
16.6%

$4,000 
15.6%

32.2%

24.3%

$25,659 

8,254

33.4%

20,301

22.9%

$33,901

47

$13,922.66 

$3,554.72 

870

$163,824.27 

$2,259.65 

917

[ Children under 5  6,850  ]  [ Children 5-13  11,980 ]  [ Children 14-17  5,648 ]  [ Total Under 18  24,478 ]  [ Total Population  89,937 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

St. Martin

14

1,161

564

5

436

—

48

288

1.8:1

$4,250 
13.7%

$4,000 
12.9%

26.6%

24.4%

$31,020

4,081

29.8%

10,022

20.1%

$33,833

23

$7,111.00 

$3,710.09 

532

$102,216.02 

$2,305.62 

555

[ Children under 5  3,567 ]  [ Children 5-13  6,682]  [ Children 14-17  3,131]  [ Total Under 18  13,380 ]  [ Total Population  50,434 ]



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

St. Mary

21

971

432

10

357

—

58

348

2.2:1

$4,250 
13.5%

$4,000 
12.7%

26.2%

24.5%

$31,514

4,313

29.8%

10,441

20.2%

$33,607

11

$2,259.88 

$2,465.32 

531

$96,122.75 

$2,172.27 

542

[ Children under 5  3,809 ]  [ Children 5-13  6,839 ]  [ Children 14-17  3,346 ]  [ Total Under 18  13,994 ]  [ Total Population  51,416 ]



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005

Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots
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St. Tammany

75

5,862

-1/-1.33%

518/+8.84%

1,123

213/19.0%

4

397

—

27

162

2.0:1

$4,500 
8.8%

$4,250 
8.3%

17.1%

20.8%

$51,251

8,551

15.3%

22,279

10.5%

$42,109

74

6,380

1,336

4

415

—

12

72

[ Children under 5  14,498 ]  [ Children 5-13  27,584 ]  [ Children 14-17  13,961 ]  [ Total Under 18  56,043 ]  [ Total Population  220,295 ]

39

$13,226.00 

$4,069.54 

921

$190,902.24 

$2,487.33 

960

20

$5,454.50 

$3,272.70 

596

$108,122.81 

$2,176.97 

616



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005
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Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Tangipahoa

60

4,020

-5/-8.33%

-196/-4.88%

429

152/35.4%

6

611

-

24

144

1.7:1

$4,500 
15.0%

$4,250 
14.1%

29.1%

25.1%

$30,050

8,503

30.9%

21,388

20.8%

$34,794

55

3,824

581

6

609

—

23

138

[ Children under 5  7,872 ]  [ Children 5-13  13,177 ]  [ Children 14-17  6,262 ]  [ Total Under 18  27,311 ]  [ Total Population  106,502 ]

86

$22,839.50 

$3,186.91 

1,234

$270,366.84 

$2,629.18 

1,320

64

$20,373.54 

$3,820.04 

1,179

$222,993.87 

$2,269.66 

1,243



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Tensas 

2

62

56

0

0

—

6

36

2.8:1

$4,250 
19.9%

$4,000 
18.7%

38.6%

25.6%

$21,388

644

42.1%

1,640

28.8%

$32,247

16

$3,769.06 

$2,826.80 

47

$7,168.84 

$1,830.34 

63

[ Children under 5  428 ]  [ Children 5-13  700 ]  [ Children 14-17  369 ]  [ Total Under 18  1,497]  [ Total Population  6,125 ]



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Terrebonne 

39

2,377

731

6

200

51

110

660

2.2:1

$4,500 
12.0%

$4,250 
11.4%

23.4%

24.6%

$37,431

6,961

24.0%

17,667

16.8%

$35,508

10

$3,704.10 

$4,444.92 

636

$127,032.07 

$2,396.83 

646

[ Children under 5  8,354 ]  [ Children 5-13  13,641 ]  [ Children 14-17  6,718 ]  [ Total Under 18  28,713 ]  [ Total Population  107,491 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Union 

6

284

109

2

80

—

8

48

3.5:1

$4,250 
14.3%

$4,000 
13.5%

27.7%

25.6%

$29,730

1,490

26.6%

3,936

17.5%

$32,238

8

$474.44 

$711.66 

77

$13,802.46 

$2,151.03 

85

[ Children under 5  1,551 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,648 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,294 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,493 ]  [ Total Population  22,901 ]
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

Vermilion 

15

1,099

539

4

307

—

27

162

2.2:1

$4,250 
13.4%

$4,000 
12.6%

26.0%

25.1%

$31,685

3,769

26.1%

9,958

18.4%

$32,821

24

$7,103.04 

$3,551.52 

268

$53,693.64 

$2,404.19 

292

[ Children under 5  3,873 ]  [ Children 5-13  6,859 ]  [ Children 14-17  3,402 ]  [ Total Under 18  14,134 ]  [ Total Population  55,195 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Vernon 

18

1,103

393

9

300

—

5

30

2.6:1

$4,500 
13.3%

$4,250 
12.6%

26.0%

26.3%

$33,708

2,984

19.1%

7,052

15.2%

$33,228

3

$640.00 

$2,560.00 

118

$21,035.43 

$2,139.20 

121

[ Children under 5  4,758 ]  [ Children 5-13  7,610 ]  [ Children 14-17  2,798 ]  [ Total Under 18  15,166 ]  [ Total Population  48,745 ]



Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA

August 2005
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Population by Age (July 2005)

Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

June 2006

Pre-Katrina 2006
Child Care Capacity

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

#/% Change in Centers (‘05 – ‘06)

#/% Change in Capacity (‘05 – ‘06)

Public Preschool Enrollment 

#/% Change in Public Preschool Enrollment (‘04 – ‘06)

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Capacity

NSECD Enrollment 

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Washington 

13

696

-2/-15.38%

-61/-8.76%

483

-25/-5.2%

2

220

-

24

144

2.44:1

$4,250 
16.9%

$4,000 
15.9%

32.8%

23.5%

$25,155

4,034

36.1%

9,921

23.3%

$35,144

11

635

458

2

224

—

10

60

[ Children under 5  3,223 ]  [ Children 5-13  5,553 ]  [ Children 14-17  2,496 ]  [ Total Under 18  11,272 ]  [ Total Population  44,623 ]

22

$5,858.00 

$3,195.27 

279

$56,452.83 

$2,428.08 

301

4

$1,095.50 

$3,286.50 

201

$35,250.01 

$2,104.48 

205



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Webster 

13

857

313

3

270

—

13

78

2.1:1

$4,250 
14.4%

$4,000 
13.5%

27.9%

22.5%

$29,536

2,750

27.9%

7,290

18.0%

$36,648

11

$2,469.50 

$2,694.00 

154

$21,360.30 

$1,664.44 

165

[ Children under 5  2,631 ]  [ Children 5-13  4,729 ]  [ Children 14-17 2,412 ]  [ Total Under 18  9,772 ]  [ Total Population  41,356 ]



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

West Baton Rouge 

15

998

172

3

136

—

21

126

1.1:1

$4,500 
12.3%

$4,250 
11.6%

23.8%

23.5%

$36,698

1,281

22.6%

3,307

15.5%

$37,255

8

$1,576.00 

$2,364.00 

210

$40,419.18 

$2,309.67 

218

[ Children under 5  1,453 ]  [ Children 5-13  2,642 ]  [ Children 14-17  1,358 ]  [ Total Under 18  5,453 ]  [ Total Population  21,634 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

West Carroll 

2

82

161

1

51

—

11

66

2.3:1

$4,250 
16.0%

$4,000 
15.1%

31.1%

25.6%

$26,541

918

32.7%

2,136

19.0%

$32,256

1

$363.00 

$4,356.00 

13

$1,516.58 

$1,399.92 

14

[ Children under 5  717 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,344 ]  [ Children 14-17  673 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,734 ]  [ Total Population  11,806 ]



Child Care Capacity
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Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006

West Feliciana 

3

192

182

1

95

—

5

30

1.4:1

$4,500 
12.1%

$4,250 
11.4%

23.6%

24.3%

$37,119

497

18.6%

1,849

18.5%

$36,081

0

$ —   

$  —   

40

$7,887.23 

$2,366.17 

40

[ Children under 5  626 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,314 ]  [ Children 14-17  668 ]  [ Total Under 18  2,608]  [ Total Population  15,199 ]



Child Care Capacity Poverty and Income
2003 Median Household Income

# of Children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

% of children (0-17) in Poverty (2003)

# of people in Poverty (2003)

% of People in Poverty (2003)

2006 Self-Suffi ciency Standard for a family of 
four (two adults, one infant and one  preschooler)

Affordability

Child Care Assistance

Children on STEP CCA

STEP Benefi ts 

Estimated annual Per-Child STEP CCA Benefi t

Children on Low-Income CCA 

Low-Income CCA Benefi ts 

Etd. Annual Per-Child Low-Income CCA Benefi t

Total children on CCA 

Licensed Child Care Centers (includes Head Start)

Max. Capacity at Licensed Centers (includes Head Start)

Public Preschool Enrollment (omits Head Start-funded slots) 

Head Start/Early Head Start Centers

Head Start/Early Head Start Enrollment

NSECD Enrollment (‘04 – ’05)

Family Child Care Homes

Maximum Family Child Care Home Capacity

Ratio of Children 0-4 to Child Care Slots

Population by Age (July 2005)

June 2006
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Cost for 1 Infant in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median Income

Cost for 1 3-yr old in a Class A Center (annual)

% of median income

Cost for 1 infant and 1 3-yr old in a Class A 
center as % of median income

Childcare Cost as % of Self-Suffi cient 
Income for a Family of Four 

(2 Adults, 1 Infant, and 1 3-Year Old)

Winn 

5

275

181

1

73

—

11

66

1.8:1

[ Children under 5  948 ]  [ Children 5-13  1,775 ]  [ Children 14-17  896 ]  [ Total Under 18  3,619 ]  [ Total Population  15,968 ]

$4,250 
16.0%

$4,000 
15.0%

31.0%

25.3%

$26,626

1,129

30.1%

3,074

21.1%

$32,602

17

$5,208.00 

$3,676.24 

157

$30,375.87 

$2,321.72 

174




