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INTRODUCTION TO WRITING

Writing for Today and Tomorrow - Writing is essential to a literate society.
Writing can be an act of discovery, of communication, of joy. It connects us to work,
to culture, to society, to existing knowledge, and to the meanings of our lives.

What Is Writing? - Writing is the learned process of shaping experiences into
text, allowing the writer to discover, develop, clarify and communicate thoughts
and feelings. Writing requires and supports the development of thinking skills.
Learning to write brings the learner into the literate community as an active
participant in the conversation. Writing is our catalyst for creating the future.

Committed writers use writing for a wide spectrum of practical, economic,
social, personal and aesthetic purposes. Engaged writers use a language that is alive,
flexible and adaptable to the highest expression of which the human being is
capable.



1.

2.

Essential Academic Learning Requirements in

*e.'*

WRITING

The student writes clearly and effectively.
To meet this standard, the student will:

1.1

1.2

1.3

develop concept and design

develop a topic or theme; organize written thoughts thh a clear
beginning, middle, and end; use transitional sentences and phrases to
connect related ideas; write coherently and effectively

use style appropriate to the audience and purpose
use voice, word choice, and sentence fluency for intended style and
audience

apply writing conventions
know and apply correct spelling, grammar, sentence structure,
punctuation, and capitalization

The student writes in a variety of forms for different
audiences and purposes.

To meet this standard, the student will:

2.1
2.2

2.3

2.4

write for different audiences

write for different purposes

such as telling stories, presenting analytical responses to literature,
persuading, conveying technical information, completing a team project,
explaining concepts and procedures

write in a variety of forms
including narratives, journals, poems, essays, stories, research reports, and
technical writing

write for career applications

WASHINGTON STATE COMMISSION ON STUDENT LEARNING

Approved February 26, 1997
Reformatted June 1998



3. The student understands and uses the steps of the writing
process.

To: meet this standard, the student will:

3.1 prewrite
generate ideas and gather information

3.2 draft

elaborate on a topic and supporting ideas

3.3 revise
collect input and enhance text and style

3.4 edit

use resources to correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, and usage

3.5 publish
select a publishing form and produce a completed writing project to share
with chosen audience

4. The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of
written work.
To meet this standard, the student will:

4.1 assess own strengths and needs for improvement
analyze effectiveness of own writing and set goals for improvement

4.2 seék and offer feedback

WASHINGTON STATE COMMISSION ON STUDENT LEARNING

Approved February 26, 1997
Reformatied June 1998
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