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Disability and the Digital Divide
by H. Stephen Kaye
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Only 2.4 percent -of people
with disabilities who lack high
school diplomas use the Internet.

Those without disabilities are
almost 10 times as likely to connect to the Internet (22.5 percent).
People with disabilities who have
college degrees have still higher

rates of Internet use (30.2 percent); but even this figure is less
than half that for college gradu-

disabled counterparts: half as
incomes under $20,000 per year
(11.0 percent vs. 22.2 percent),
and two-thirds as often for those
with family incomes of $20,000 or
more (40.0 vs. 61.2 percent).

Within both income groups,
use of the Internet also varies significantly by disability status.
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incomes use the Internet, compared to almost four times as high
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and educational attainment, ages 15 and over
Uses Internet

Not high
school
grad

High
school
graduate

College
graduate

Not high
school
grad

.

IN With disability

E

High
school
graduate

No disability

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Disability Statistics Abstract #22 / July 2000

3

proportion (19.0 percent) of the
non-disabled population. Among
a

Figure 3:
Computer and Internet use, by disability status
and family income, ages 15 and over
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Figure 4:
Household computer ownership and Internet access,
by race/ethnicity and disability status of household members
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abilities are about half as likely to
own computers as are those without (26.8 vs. 50.2 percent). Among

computer (10.7 vs. 26.8 percent)
or to have access to the Internet
(4.8 vs. 13.3 percent).4 It is worth
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only one -tenth (10.7 percent) of households with disabilities (26.8
and 13.3 percent of which have
access to the Internet) are rough-__
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