
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 441 713 SO 031 337

TITLE Nevada Academic Standards in the Social Studies: Civics.
INSTITUTION Nevada State Dept. of Education, Carson City.
PUB DATE 1999-09-00
NOTE 80p.; For other Nevada Academic Standards in the Social

Studies, see SO 031 338-340. For most current version, see
Nevada State Department of Education Web site.

AVAILABLE FROM Nevada Department of Education, 700 East Fifth Street,
Carson City, NV 89701-5096. Tel: 775-687-9217; Fax:
775-687-9202. For full text:
http://www.nsn.k12.nv.us/nvdoe/.

PUB TYPE Legal/Legislative/Regulatory Materials (090)
EDRS PRICE MF01/PC04 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS *Academic Standards; Benchmarking; Citizenship; *Citizenship

.Education; *Civics; *Democracy; Elementary Secondary
Education; Public Schools; *Social Studies; *State
Standards; Student Educational Objectives; United States
Government (Course)

IDENTIFIERS *Nevada; Student Performance Models

ABSTRACT
Nevada's academic standards for civics education are

predicated on the idea that, to support and benefit from a diverse democratic
society, a student must have a fundamental understanding of civic life,
politics, and government. When instruction is closely focused on Nevada's
civics standards, students gain an understanding of these broad spheres.
Nevada's standards primarily represent three themes: (1) civic foundations,
including the founding of the national government, most notably the
composition of the Constitution and its amendments; (2) political processes,
including how government institutions function, the election of leaders,
international relations, and the creation and application of laws; and (3)
the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy, including how
citizens can participate and why it is important. Eight civics standards for
students in grades K-4 and eight civics standards for students in grades 5-12
are outlined. For each of the eight standards, the performance level
descriptors for grades 2, 3, 5, 8, and 12 are listed. (Included is a glossary
of relevant terms.) (BT)

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.



Nevada
Academic
Standards

in the
Social Studies

Civics

September 1999

http://www.nsn.k12.nv.us/nvdoe/

Nevada Department of Education
700 East Fifth Street

Carson City, NV 89701-5096
702-687-9217 office 702-687-9202 fax

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

ti

PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS

BEEN GRANTED BY

M L Pe4e_rstn

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)

rq
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Of of Educational Research and improvement
EDU ATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

CENTER (ERIC)
This document has been reproduced as
received from the person or organization
originating it.

0 Minor changes have been made to
improve reproduction quality.

Points of view or opinions stated in this
document do not necessarily represent
official OERI position or policy.



D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

In
tr

od
uc

tio
n

In
 o

rd
er

 to
 s

up
po

rt
 a

nd
 b

en
ef

it 
fr

om
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

' d
iv

er
se

 d
em

oc
ra

tic
 s

oc
ie

ty
, a

 s
tu

de
nt

 m
us

t h
av

e 
a 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
l u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f 

ci
vi

c 
lif

e,
 p

ol
iti

cs
, a

nd
go

ve
rn

m
en

t. 
W

he
n 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

is
 c

lo
se

ly
 f

oc
us

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
N

ev
ad

a 
ci

vi
cs

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
, s

tu
de

nt
s 

ga
in

 a
n 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 th
es

e 
br

oa
d 

sp
he

re
s.

 T
he

 s
ta

nd
ar

ds
 p

ri
m

ar
ily

re
pr

es
en

t t
hr

ee
 th

em
es

:

1.
C

iv
ic

 f
ou

nd
at

io
ns

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 th

e 
fo

un
di

ng
 o

f 
ou

r 
na

tio
na

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t, 

m
os

t n
ot

ab
ly

 th
e 

co
m

po
si

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
an

d 
its

 a
m

en
dm

en
ts

.

2.
Po

lit
ic

al
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 h

ow
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t i
ns

tit
ut

io
ns

 f
un

ct
io

n,
 th

e 
el

ec
tio

n 
of

 le
ad

er
s,

 in
te

rn
at

io
na

l r
el

at
io

ns
, a

nd
 th

e 
cr

ea
tio

n 
an

d 
ap

pl
ic

at
io

n
of

 la
w

s.

3.
T

he
 r

ig
ht

s 
an

d 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
ie

s 
of

 c
iti

ze
ns

 in
 o

ur
 A

m
er

ic
an

 d
em

oc
ra

cy
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 h
ow

 c
iti

ze
ns

 c
an

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

an
d 

w
hy

 it
 is

 im
po

rt
an

t.

D
em

oc
ra

cy
A

 f
or

m
 o

f 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t i
n 

w
hi

ch
 p

ol
iti

ca
l c

on
tr

ol
 is

 e
xe

rc
is

ed
 b

y 
al

l t
he

 p
eo

pl
e,

 e
ith

er
 d

ir
ec

tly
 o

r 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

ei
r 

el
ec

te
d 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

es
.

0 .1
4



C
iv

ic
s 

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 a

nd
 O

ff
-G

ra
de

 I
nd

ic
at

or
s,

 G
ra

de
s 

K
-4

C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
1.

0.
 R

ul
es

, L
aw

, a
nd

 G
ov

er
nm

en
t: 

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 w

hy
 s

oc
ie

ty
 n

ee
ds

 r
ul

es
, l

aw
s,

 a
nd

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

.
G

ra
de

 K
:,

G
ra

de
 1

.
:..

G
ra

de
 3

.
G

ra
de

 4

S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
S

tu
de

nt
s 

kn
ow

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ire
d 

in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
S

tu
de

nt
s 

kn
ow

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ire
d 

in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ire

d 
in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d;
1.

1.
1

K
no

w
 c

la
ss

ro
om

 a
nd

pl
ay

gr
ou

nd
 r

ul
es

.

1.
2.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
an

d 
fo

llo
w

cl
as

sr
oo

m
 a

nd
 s

ch
oo

l
ru

le
s 

th
at

 g
ui

de
 b

eh
av

io
r

an
d 

es
ta

bl
is

h 
or

de
r 

to
ac

co
m

pl
is

h 
ta

sk
s.

1.
3.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
ru

le
s,

 la
w

s,
an

d 
au

th
or

iti
es

 th
at

 k
ee

p
pe

op
le

 s
af

e 
an

d 
pr

op
er

ty
se

cu
re

.

1.
4.

1
E

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 s

oc
ie

tie
s

cr
ea

te
 r

ul
es

.
R

ul
es

 a
nd

 L
aw

1.
3.

2
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f
th

e 
P

le
dg

e 
of

 A
lle

gi
an

ce
.

1.
4.

2
D

ef
in

e 
"c

on
st

itu
tio

n.
"

D
oc

um
en

ts

1.
1.

3
R

ec
og

ni
ze

 th
e 

A
m

er
ic

an
F

la
g 

as
 a

 s
ym

bo
l o

f t
he

U
ni

te
d 

S
ta

te
s.

1.
2.

3
N

am
e 

a 
tr

ad
iti

on
al

A
m

er
ic

an
 p

at
rio

tic
ac

tiv
ity

, h
ol

id
ay

, o
r

sy
m

bo
l.

1.
3.

3
E

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 w

e 
ha

ve
pa

tr
io

tic
 h

ol
id

ay
s.

1.
4.

3
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
sy

m
bo

ls
 o

f
N

ev
ad

a 
an

d 
ex

pl
ai

n 
th

e
si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e 
of

 N
ev

ad
a

D
ay

.

S
ym

bo
ls

1.
1.

4
R

ec
og

ni
ze

 m
em

be
rs

hi
p

in
 a

 s
ch

oo
l c

la
ss

ro
om

.

1.
2.

4
P

ar
tic

ip
at

e 
in

 c
la

ss
de

ci
si

on
 m

ak
in

g.

1.
3.

4
K

no
w

 th
at

 d
em

oc
ra

cy
in

vo
lv

es
 v

ot
in

g,
 m

aj
or

ity
ru

le
, a

nd
 s

et
tin

g 
ru

le
s.

D
em

oc
ra

tic
P

ar
tic

ip
at

io
n

T
he

 U
.S

. C
on

st
itu

tio
n

an
d 

A
m

en
dm

en
ts

5
B

E
S

T
C

O
P

Y
A

V
A

IL
A

B
LE

D
R

A
F

T
 N

ev
ad

a 
S

oc
ia

l S
tu

di
es

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
C

iv
ic

s
O

ct
ob

er
 1

99
9

6

P
ag

e 
2



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
2.

0:
 T

he
 U

.S
. G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
an

d 
th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t i
t c

re
at

es
.

G
ra

de
 K

::
.

G
ra

de
 1

ra
de

 2
.

.
ra

se
.

G
ra

de
 4

:i

S
tu

de
nt

s
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
2.

4.
1

N
am

e 
th

e 
br

an
ch

es
 o

f
go

ve
rn

m
en

t o
n 

th
e 

st
at

e
of

 N
ev

ad
a.

T
he

C
on

st
itu

tio
n

2.
4.

2
N

am
e 

th
e 

tw
o 

ho
us

es
 o

f
th

e 
N

ev
ad

a 
le

gi
sl

at
ur

e.
T

he
 L

eg
is

la
tiv

e 
St

ru
ct

ur
e

an
d 

Pr
oc

es
s

2.
2.

3
N

am
e 

th
e 

tit
le

s 
of

 o
ur

na
tio

na
l c

hi
ef

 e
xe

cu
tiv

es
.

2.
3.

3
N

am
e 

th
e 

cu
rr

en
t

Pr
es

id
en

t.

2.
4.

3
N

am
e 

th
e 

tit
le

s 
of

 lo
ca

l
go

ve
rn

m
en

t o
ff

ic
ia

ls
.

T
he

 E
xe

cu
tiv

e 
B

ra
nc

h

T
he

 J
ud

ic
ia

l B
ra

nc
h

T
he

 J
ur

y 
Sy

st
em

C
he

ck
s 

an
d 

B
al

an
ce

s

7
B

E
ST

 C
O

PY
 A

V
A

IL
A

B
L

E

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 3

8



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
3.

0:
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 L
oc

al
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 c

an
 e

xp
la

in
 th

e 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
st

at
es

 a
nd

 n
at

io
na

l e
ov

er
rz

m
en

t.
G

ra
de

 K
.,,

, .
;G

ra
de

 I
l G

ra
de

 2
ti

44
.G

ra
de

 3
.

G
ra

de
 4

:i

S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

::
S

tu
de

nt
s 

kn
ow

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ire
d 

in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
S

tu
de

nt
s 

kn
ow

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ire
d 

in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ire

d 
in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
D

iv
is

io
n 

of
 P

ow
er

s

Fe
de

ra
lis

m

C
on

st
itu

tio
na

l
Su

pr
em

ac
y

Fe
de

ra
lis

m
 (

or
 f

ed
er

al
sy

st
em

)F
or

m
 o

f p
ol

iti
ca

l o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n 
in

 w
hi

ch
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ta
l p

ow
er

 is
 d

iv
id

ed
 b

et
w

ee
n 

a 
ce

nt
ra

l g
ov

er
nm

en
t a

nd
 te

rr
ito

ria
l s

ub
di

vi
si

on
s 

(i.
e.

,
st

at
es

).

B
E

S
T

C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

9

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 4

10



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
4.

0:
 T

he
 P

ol
iti

ca
l P

ro
ce

ss
: S

tu
de

nt
s 

de
sc

ri
be

 th
e 

ro
le

s 
of

 p
ol

iti
ca

l p
ar

tie
s,

 in
te

re
st

 g
ro

up
s,

 a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 o

pi
ni

on
 in

 th
e

de
m

oc
ra

tic
 p

ro
ce

ss
.

G
ra

de
 K

:,.
.1

1G
ra

de
l

:-
.

G
ra

de
 2

.
:::

A
 G

ra
de

 3
.

G
ra

de
 4

!-
.:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
L

ea
de

rs
 a

nd
 E

le
ct

io
ns

4.
4.

2
D

ef
in

e 
"p

ol
iti

ca
l p

ar
tie

s.
"

Po
lit

ic
al

 P
ar

tie
s

4.
3.

3
D

is
cu

ss
 w

hy
 p

eo
pl

e 
fo

rm
gr

ou
ps

.

4.
4.

3
D

ef
in

e 
in

te
re

st
 g

ro
up

s
an

d 
w

hy
 p

eo
pl

e 
jo

in
th

em
.

In
te

re
st

 G
ro

up
s

Fo
rm

at
io

n 
of

 P
ub

lic
O

pi
ni

on

Pr
op

ag
an

da

Pu
bl

ic
 P

ol
ic

y

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

Pa
ge

 5
12



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
5.

0:
 C

iti
ze

ns
hi

p:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

kn
ow

 th
e 

ro
le

s,
 r

ig
ht

s,
 a

nd
 r

es
po

ns
ib

ili
tie

s 
of

 A
m

er
ic

an
 c

iti
ze

ns
.

G
ra

de
 K

:t.
.G

ra
de

 I
G

ra
de

 2
.7

7A
-W

e 
3

.
G

ra
de

 4
.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
C

iti
ze

ns
hi

p

5.
3.

2
Id

en
tif

y 
an

 in
di

vi
du

al
's

ri
gh

ts
 w

ith
in

 th
e

cl
as

sr
oo

m
.

5.
4.

2
Id

en
tif

y 
in

di
vi

du
al

 r
ig

ht
s

w
ith

in
 th

e 
co

m
m

un
ity

.

In
di

vi
du

al
 R

ig
ht

s

5.
3.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
co

nf
lic

ts
 in

 th
e

sc
ho

ol
 a

nd
 d

is
cu

ss
pe

ac
ef

ul
 r

es
ol

ut
io

n.

5.
4.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f
co

nf
lic

ts
 b

et
w

ee
n

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

or
 g

ro
up

s 
in

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
.

C
on

fl
ic

t a
nd

R
es

ol
ut

io
n

T
he

 S
up

re
m

e 
C

ou
rt

 a
nd

In
di

vi
du

al
 R

ig
ht

s 
C

as
es

13

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
sB

E
S

T
 C

O
P

Y
 A

V
A

IL
A

B
LE

14

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 6



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
6.

0:
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 L
oc

al
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d 
fu

nc
tio

ns
 o

f 
st

at
e,

 tr
ib

al
, a

nd
 lo

ca
l g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
.

G
ra

de
 K

;C
ra

dc
 I

:-
; '

G
ra

de
 2

.
::A

liG
ra

de
 3

.
G

ra
de

 4
!"

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
6.

3.
1

N
am

e 
th

e 
cu

rr
en

t
go

ve
rn

or
 o

f 
N

ev
ad

a.

'S
tr

uc
tu

re
 o

f
L

oc
al

, S
ta

te
, a

nd
 T

ri
ba

l
G

ov
er

nm
en

t

C
ou

rt
 S

ys
te

m
s

L
oc

al
 g

ov
er

nm
en

tC
ou

nt
y 

an
d/

or
 m

un
ic

ip
al

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t a

nd
 m

ay
 in

cl
ud

e 
sp

ec
ia

l d
is

tr
ic

ts
 c

re
at

ed
 b

y 
a 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t.

15

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9

16

Pa
ge

 7



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
7.

0 
Po

lit
ic

al
 a

nd
 E

co
no

m
ic

 S
ys

te
m

s:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

ex
pl

ai
n 

th
e 

di
ff

er
en

t p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 e
co

no
m

ic
 s

ys
te

m
s 

in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

.
G

ra
de

 2
G

ra
de

 4
G

ra
de

 K
G

ra
de

s
:1

-C
i

G
ra

de
 3

.
:-

!
1

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ire
d 

in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

an
d 

ar
e

S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ire

d 
in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
re

qu
ire

d 
in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
_.

.
...

C
om

pa
ra

tiv
e 

Po
lit

ic
al

Sy
st

em
s

C
om

pa
ra

tiv
e 

E
co

no
m

ic
Sy

st
em

s

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

D
R

A
F

T
 N

ev
ad

a 
S

oc
ia

l S
tu

di
es

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
C

iv
ic

s

18

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 8



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
8.

0:
 I

nt
er

na
tio

na
l R

el
at

io
ns

: S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 th

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 a

nd
 e

co
no

m
ic

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
of

 th
e 

U
.S

. a
nd

 it
s 

ci
tiz

en
s 

to
 o

th
er

pi
nt

in
nc

.
G

ra
de

 K
,G

ra
de

 I
.

.C
ra

de
 3

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

8.
K

.1
K

no
w

 th
ei

r 
ow

n 
ad

dr
es

s.
8.

1.
1

Id
en

tif
y 

th
ei

r 
sc

ho
ol

 a
nd

cl
as

sr
oo

m
.

8.
2.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
th

ei
r 

sc
ho

ol
 a

nd
co

m
m

un
ity

.

8.
3.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
th

ei
r 

co
un

ty
,

st
at

e,
 a

nd
 c

ou
nt

ry
.

G
ra

de
 4

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
8.

4.
1

Id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

st
at

es
su

rr
ou

nd
in

g 
N

ev
ad

a.

Fr
om

 I
nd

iv
id

ua
l t

o 
th

e
W

or
ld

Fo
re

ig
n

Po
lic

y

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

19

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 9



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

_S
ta

nd
ar

d 
1.

0:
G

ra
de

 K
:t

-I

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:

C
iv

ic
s 

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
 a

nd
 O

ff
-G

ra
de

 I
nd

ic
at

or
s,

 G
ra

de
s 

5-
12

R
ul

es
, L

aw
, a

nd
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

G
ra

de
 I

G
ra

de
 2

3
.

w
hy

 s
oc

ie
ty

 n
ee

ds
 r

ul
es

, l
aw

s,
 a

nd
 g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
.

-1
G

ra
de

 4
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:

1.
5.

1
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

ef
fe

ct
s 

on
so

ci
et

y 
of

 th
e 

ab
se

nc
e 

of
la

w
.

1.
6.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
w

hy
 s

oc
ie

tie
s

cr
ea

te
d 

w
ri

tte
n 

la
w

s 
or

co
de

s.

1.
7.

1
D

es
cr

ib
e 

ho
w

 d
if

fe
re

nt
cu

ltu
re

s 
ha

ve
 d

if
fe

re
nt

la
w

s.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
1.

8.
1

E
xp

la
in

 th
e 

di
ff

er
en

ce
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
ru

le
 o

f 
la

w
an

d 
th

e 
"r

ul
e 

of
 m

an
"

(e
.g

., 
di

vi
ne

 r
ig

ht
 o

f
m

on
ar

ch
s,

 d
ic

ta
to

rs
hi

ps
).

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
1.

12
.1

E
xp

la
in

 th
e 

co
nc

ep
t o

f
th

e 
ru

le
 o

f 
la

w
 in

 th
e

es
ta

bl
is

hm
en

t o
f 

th
e 

U
.S

.
C

on
st

itu
tio

n.

R
ul

es
 a

nd
 L

aw

1.
5.

2
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
C

on
st

itu
tio

n
as

 a
 w

ri
tte

n 
do

cu
m

en
t

th
at

 is
 th

e 
fo

un
da

tio
n 

of
th

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

go
ve

rn
m

en
t.

1.
6.

2
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
ro

le
 o

f
co

ns
tit

ut
io

ns
 in

 li
m

iti
ng

po
w

er
 o

f 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t.

1.
7.

2
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
N

ev
ad

a
C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
as

 th
e

fo
un

da
tio

n 
of

 o
ur

 s
ta

te
's

go
ve

rn
m

en
t.

1.
8.

2
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

of
 th

e 
D

ec
la

ra
tio

n 
of

In
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 a
nd

 th
e

C
on

st
itu

tio
n 

as
fo

un
da

tio
ns

 o
f 

A
m

er
ic

an
de

m
oc

ra
cy

.

1.
12

.2
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
ro

le
 o

f 
so

ci
al

co
nt

ra
ct

 th
eo

ry
, n

at
ur

al
ri

gh
ts

 p
hi

lo
so

ph
y,

 a
nd

re
pu

bl
ic

an
is

m
 in

 th
e

D
ec

la
ra

tio
n 

of
In

de
pe

nd
en

ce
, t

he
A

rt
ic

le
s 

of
C

on
fe

de
ra

tio
n,

 a
nd

 th
e

C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

D
oc

um
en

ts

1.
5.

3
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

sy
m

bo
lic

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
Fo

ur
th

of
 J

ul
y.

1.
6.

3
R

ec
og

ni
ze

 th
at

 a
ll

so
ci

et
ie

s 
ob

se
rv

e 
cu

st
om

s
an

d 
tr

ad
iti

on
s.

1.
7.

3
G

iv
e 

ex
am

pl
es

 o
f

ob
se

rv
an

ce
s 

th
at

 h
av

e
en

te
re

d 
ou

r 
cu

ltu
re

 a
s 

a
re

su
lt 

of
 im

m
ig

ra
tio

n.

1.
8.

3
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
si

gn
if

ic
an

ce
of

 m
ot

to
es

 a
nd

 s
ym

bo
ls

su
ch

 a
s:

E
 P

lu
ri

bu
s 

U
nu

m
N

at
io

na
l A

nt
he

m
Fl

ag
St

at
ue

 o
f 

L
ib

er
ty

G
re

at
 S

ea
l

O
at

hs
 o

f 
of

fi
ce

1.
12

.3
E

xp
la

in
 s

ym
bo

ls
 a

nd
do

cu
m

en
ts

 o
f 

a 
na

tio
n

an
d 

ho
w

 th
ey

 r
ep

re
se

nt
its

 id
en

tit
y.

Sy
m

bo
ls

21

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9

22

Pa
ge

 1
0



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
1.

0:
 R

ul
es

, L
aw

, a
nd

 G
ov

er
nm

en
t: 

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 w

h
gr

ad
e 

K

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

G
ra

de
 2

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:

1.
5.

4
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

op
er

at
io

n 
of

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e
go

ve
rn

m
en

t i
nc

lu
di

ng
th

e 
ri

gh
ts

 o
f 

po
lit

ic
al

m
in

or
iti

es
.

1.
6.

4
C

om
pa

re
 th

e 
le

ve
l o

f
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n 

in
go

ve
rn

m
en

t b
y 

ci
tiz

en
s 

in
di

ff
er

en
t s

oc
ie

tie
s.

so
ci

e
ne

ed
s 

ru
le

s,
 la

w
s,

 a
nd

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

.
G

ra
de

 3
.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
1.

7.
4

R
ec

og
ni

ze
 e

le
m

en
ts

 o
f

de
m

oc
ra

tic
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

w
ith

in
 y

ou
r 

sc
ho

ol
.

1.
8.

4
E

xp
la

in
 c

iti
ze

n
in

vo
lv

em
en

t a
t a

ll 
le

ve
ls

of
 A

m
er

ic
an

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t.

G
ra

de
 4

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
1.

12
.4

A
na

ly
ze

 th
e 

ro
le

 o
f

ci
tiz

en
 p

ar
tic

ip
at

io
n 

in
A

m
er

ic
an

 c
iv

ic
 li

fe
.

D
em

oc
ra

tic
Pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n

1.
7.

5
E

xp
la

in
 w

hy
co

ns
tit

ut
io

ns
 m

us
t b

e 
ab

le
to

 c
ha

ng
e 

to
 m

ee
t s

oc
ie

ta
l

ne
ed

s.

1.
8.

5
D

es
cr

ib
e 

ho
w

 th
e

C
on

st
itu

tio
n 

se
rv

es
 a

s
bo

th
 a

 d
ev

ic
e 

fo
r

pr
es

er
vi

ng
 n

at
io

na
l

pr
in

ci
pl

es
 a

nd
 a

s 
a

ve
hi

cl
e 

fo
r 

ch
an

ge
,

in
cl

ud
in

g 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

of
th

e 
fo

rm
al

 p
ro

ce
ss

 o
f

am
en

di
ng

 th
e

C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

1.
12

.5
Il

lu
st

ra
te

 c
ha

ng
es

 in
 th

e
in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

an
d

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

of
 th

e
C

on
st

itu
tio

n.

T
he

 U
.S

.
C

on
st

itu
tio

n
an

d
A

m
en

dm
en

ts

R
ep

re
se

nt
at

iv
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
tA

 f
or

m
 o

f 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t i
n 

w
hi

ch
 p

ow
er

 is
 h

el
d 

by
 th

e 
pe

op
le

 a
nd

 e
xe

rc
is

ed
 in

di
re

ct
ly

 th
ro

ug
h 

el
ec

te
d 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

es
 w

ho
 m

ak
e 

de
ci

si
on

s.
R

ul
e 

of
 m

an
A

bi
lit

y 
of

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t o

ff
ic

ia
ls

 a
nd

 o
th

er
s 

to
 g

ov
er

n 
by

 th
ei

r 
pe

rs
on

al
 w

hi
m

 o
r 

de
si

re
.

So
ci

al
 c

on
tr

ac
tA

gr
ee

m
en

t o
f 

al
l t

he
 p

eo
pl

e 
in

 a
 s

oc
ie

ty
 to

 g
iv

e 
up

 p
ar

t o
f 

th
ei

r 
fr

ee
do

m
 to

 a
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t i
n 

re
tu

rn
 f

or
 p

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 th
ei

rn
at

ur
al

 r
ig

ht
s.

R
ul

e 
of

 la
w

Pr
in

ci
pl

e 
th

at
 e

ve
ry

 m
em

be
r 

of
 a

 s
oc

ie
ty

, e
ve

n 
a 

ru
le

r,
 m

us
t f

ol
lo

w
 th

e 
la

w
.

N
at

ur
al

 r
ig

ht
sB

el
ie

f 
th

at
 in

di
vi

du
al

s 
ar

e 
na

tu
ra

lly
 e

nd
ow

ed
 w

ith
 b

as
ic

 h
um

an
 r

ig
ht

s 
as

 o
pp

os
ed

 to
 r

ig
ht

s 
co

nf
er

re
d 

by
 la

w
.

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

23

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 1

1



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
2.

0
: T

he
 U

.S
. G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
an

d 
th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t i
t c

re
at

es
.

.
G

ra
de

 3
.

1 
G

ra
de

 4
I

G
ra

de
:t

.r
a 

e
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
:

2.
5.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
th

re
e

br
an

ch
es

 o
f 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t

(a
s 

se
t f

or
th

 in
 th

e
C

on
st

itu
tio

n)
.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
2.

6.
1

D
es

cr
ib

e 
se

pa
ra

tio
n 

of
po

w
er

s.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

1 
1

2.
7.

1
C

om
pa

re
 th

e 
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

of
N

ev
ad

a 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t a
nd

th
e 

na
tio

na
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t.

2.
8.

1
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
fu

nc
tio

ns
 o

f
th

e 
th

re
e 

br
an

ch
es

 o
f

go
ve

rn
m

en
t (

ex
ec

ut
iv

e,
le

gi
sl

at
iv

e,
 a

nd
 ju

di
ci

al
)

as
 f

ou
nd

 in
 th

e 
U

.S
.

C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
2.

12
.1

E
xa

m
in

e 
th

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n
of

 th
e 

U
.S

. C
on

st
itu

tio
n

an
d 

de
sc

ri
be

 th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e
it 

cr
ea

te
s,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
th

e
ex

ec
ut

iv
e,

 le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

an
d

ju
di

ci
al

 b
ra

nc
he

s.

T
he

C
on

st
itu

tio
n

2.
5.

2
N

am
e 

th
e 

tw
o 

ho
us

es
 o

f
th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

C
on

gr
es

s.

2.
6.

2
N

am
e 

so
m

e 
ea

rl
y

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

e 
bo

di
es

.

2.
7.

2
D

is
cu

ss
 w

hy
 w

e 
ch

oo
se

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

es
 to

 s
pe

ak
on

 b
eh

al
f 

in
 th

e 
cr

ea
tio

n
of

 la
w

s 
an

d 
ru

le
s.

2.
8.

2
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
hi

st
or

ic
co

m
pr

om
is

es
 th

at
 c

re
at

ed
a 

tw
o 

ho
us

e 
C

on
gr

es
s

an
d 

id
en

tif
y 

th
e

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

of
 e

ac
h.

2.
12

.2
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

cr
ea

tio
n 

of
la

w
s 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e

le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

pr
oc

es
s.

T
he

 L
eg

is
la

tiv
e

St
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d
Pr

oc
es

s

2.
6.

3
N

am
e 

tit
le

s 
of

 le
ad

er
s 

of
ot

he
r 

na
tio

ns
.

2.
7.

3
D

if
fe

re
nt

ia
te

 b
et

w
ee

n
el

ec
te

d 
an

d 
ap

po
in

te
d

of
fi

ci
al

s.

2.
12

.3
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

du
tie

s 
of

 th
e

ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
br

an
ch

.
T

he
 E

xe
cu

tiv
e

B
ra

nc
h

2.
5.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
nu

m
be

r 
of

ju
st

ic
es

 o
n 

th
e 

Su
pr

em
e

C
ou

rt
 a

nd
 th

e 
du

tie
s 

of
th

e 
C

hi
ef

 J
us

tic
e.

2.
6.

4
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
ro

le
 o

f 
a

ju
dg

e.

2.
7.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
lo

ca
l a

nd
 s

ta
te

co
ur

ts
.

2.
8.

4
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

du
al

 c
ou

rt
sy

st
em

 in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d
St

at
es

 (
st

at
e 

an
d 

fe
de

ra
l)

.

2.
12

.4
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

ju
ri

sd
ic

tio
n

of
 th

e 
Fe

de
ra

l C
ou

rt
sy

st
em

 a
nd

 th
e 

po
w

er
 o

f
ju

di
ci

al
 r

ev
ie

w
.

T
he

 J
ud

ic
ia

l
B

ra
nc

h

2.
5.

5
D

ef
in

e 
th

e 
te

rm
 "

tr
ia

l"
 a

s
it 

re
la

te
s 

to
 r

es
ol

vi
ng

di
sp

ut
es

.

2.
6.

5
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
 a

ju
dg

e 
an

d 
ju

ry
.

2.
7.

5
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f

le
ga

l r
ep

re
se

nt
at

io
n 

in
 a

tr
ia

l.

2.
8.

5
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

tr
ia

l p
ro

ce
ss

,
in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

se
le

ct
io

n
an

d 
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
ie

s 
of

ju
ro

rs
.

2.
12

.5
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f

th
e 

ju
ry

 p
ro

ce
ss

 in
 a

de
m

oc
ra

tic
 s

oc
ie

ty
.

T
he

 J
ur

y
Sy

st
em

25
N

E
S

T
 C

O
P

Y
 A

V
A

IL
A

B
LE

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 1

2



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
2.

0:
 T

he
 U

.S
. G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
an

d 
th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t i
t c

re
at

es
.

G
ra

de
 K

:,.
.

,G
ra

de
 I

:-
:I

G
fi

e 
2

...
...

..
A

 G
ra

de
 3

.
G

ra
de

 4

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
2.

7.
6

D
ef

in
e 

th
e 

te
rm

 "
ch

ec
ks

an
d 

ba
la

nc
es

."

2.
8.

6
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
sy

st
em

 o
f

ch
ec

ks
 a

nd
 b

al
an

ce
s 

in
th

e 
de

si
gn

 o
f 

th
e

C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

2.
12

.6
A

na
ly

ze
 th

e 
ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s

of
 c

he
ck

s 
an

d 
ba

la
nc

es
 in

m
ai

nt
ai

ni
ng

 th
e 

eq
ua

l
di

vi
si

on
 o

f 
po

w
er

C
he

ck
s 

an
d

B
al

an
ce

s

B
E

ST
 C

O
PY

A
V

A
IL

A
B

L
E

27 D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

2G

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 1

3



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
3.

0:
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 L
oc

al
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 c

an
 e

xp
la

in
 th

e 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
st

at
es

 a
nd

 n
at

io
na

l
go

ve
rn

m
en

t.
G

ra
de

 K
-

G
ra

de
 1

ra
de

 2

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
:

3.
7.

1
D

ef
in

e 
th

e 
co

nc
ep

t o
f

di
vi

si
on

 o
f 

po
w

er
s

be
tw

ee
n 

st
at

e 
an

d
na

tio
na

l g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
3.

8.
1

G
iv

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f
go

ve
rn

m
en

ta
l p

ow
er

s
(s

uc
h 

as
 th

e 
po

w
er

 to
 ta

x,
de

cl
ar

e 
w

ar
, a

nd
 is

su
e

dr
iv

er
s'

 li
ce

ns
es

) 
th

at
 a

re
di

st
ri

bu
te

d 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e
st

at
e 

an
d 

na
tio

na
l

go
ve

rn
m

en
ts

.

3.
8.

2
E

xp
la

in
 "

fe
de

ra
lis

m
."

3.
8.

3
E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
id

ea
 o

f
co

ns
tit

ut
io

na
l s

up
re

m
ac

y
in

 th
e 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p

be
tw

ee
n 

lo
ca

l, 
st

at
e,

 a
nd

na
tio

na
l g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
3.

12
.1

E
xp

la
in

 th
e

C
on

st
itu

tio
na

l p
ro

vi
si

on
s

fo
r 

di
vi

si
on

 o
f 

po
w

er
s

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

st
at

e 
an

d
na

tio
na

l g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

(d
el

eg
at

ed
, r

es
er

ve
d,

co
nc

ur
re

nt
, d

en
ie

d)
.

3.
12

.2
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

or
ig

in
 o

f
A

m
er

ic
an

 f
ed

er
al

is
m

.

3.
12

.3
U

si
ng

 e
xa

m
pl

es
, d

es
cr

ib
e

co
ns

tit
ut

io
na

l s
up

re
m

ac
y

in
 th

e 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p
be

tw
ee

n 
st

at
e 

an
d

na
tio

na
l g

ov
er

nm
en

ts
.

D
iv

is
io

n 
of

Po
w

er
s

Fe
de

ra
lis

m

C
on

st
itu

tio
na

l
Su

pr
em

ac
y

D
el

eg
at

ed
 P

ow
er

sT
ho

se
 p

ow
er

s 
th

e 
C

on
st

itu
tio

n 
gr

an
ts

 o
r 

de
le

ga
te

s 
to

 th
e 

na
tio

na
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t, 
su

ch
 a

s,
 E

xp
re

ss
ed

 p
ow

er
s,

 I
m

pl
ie

d 
po

w
er

s,
 a

nd
 I

nh
er

en
t p

ow
er

s.
R

es
er

ve
d 

Po
w

er
sT

he
 p

ow
er

s 
no

t d
el

eg
at

ed
 to

 th
e 

na
tio

na
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t b
y 

th
e 

C
on

st
itu

tio
n,

 n
or

 p
ro

hi
bi

te
d 

to
 th

e 
St

at
es

, a
re

 r
es

er
ve

d 
to

 th
e 

St
at

es
, o

r 
th

e 
pe

op
le

.
C

on
cu

rr
en

t P
ow

er
sA

ny
 p

ow
er

s 
th

at
 m

ay
 b

e 
ex

er
ci

se
d 

by
 b

ot
h 

th
e 

fe
de

ra
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t a
nd

 th
e 

st
at

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
.

Su
pr

em
ac

y 
C

la
us

eA
rt

ic
le

 V
I,

 S
ec

tio
n 

2,
 o

f 
th

e 
C

on
st

itu
tio

n,
 w

hi
ch

 s
ta

te
s 

th
at

 th
e 

C
on

st
itu

tio
n,

 la
w

s 
pa

ss
ed

 b
y 

C
on

gr
es

s,
 a

nd
 th

e 
tr

ea
tie

s 
of

 th
e 

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 "

sh
al

l b
e 

th
e

su
pr

em
e 

la
w

 o
f 

th
e 

la
nd

,"
 b

in
di

ng
 o

n 
th

e 
st

at
es

.

?9

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE
v9

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 1

4



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
4.

0:
 T

he
 P

ol
iti

ca
l P

ro
ce

ss
: S

tu
de

nt
s 

de
sc

ri
be

 th
e 

ro
le

s 
of

 p
ol

iti
ca

l p
ar

tie
s,

 in
te

re
st

 g
ro

up
s,

 a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 o

pi
ni

on
 in

th
e 

de
m

oc
ra

tic
 p

ro
ce

s
G

ra
de

 K

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:

S.
;G

ra
de

 I
G

ra
de

 2
G

ra
de

 3
.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

G
ra

de
 4

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es

4.
5.

1
L

is
t t

he
 q

ua
lit

ie
s 

of
 a

le
ad

er
.

4.
6.

1
D

es
cr

ib
e 

w
ha

t a
 p

ol
iti

ca
l.

ca
m

pa
ig

n 
is

.

4.
7.

1
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

by
w

hi
ch

 o
ne

 b
ec

om
es

 a
ca

nd
id

at
e 

an
d 

el
ec

te
d

of
fi

ci
al

.

_.
._

.
4.

8.
1

D
es

cr
ib

e 
th

e 
el

ec
tio

n
pr

oc
es

s.

...
... 4.
12

.1
A

ss
es

s 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

se
s 

by
w

hi
ch

 le
ad

er
s 

ar
e

se
le

ct
ed

 in
 th

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

po
lit

ic
al

 s
ys

te
m

 a
nd

an
al

yz
e 

th
e 

ro
le

 o
f 

th
e

el
ec

to
ra

l c
ol

le
ge

 s
ys

te
m

in
 th

e 
el

ec
tio

n 
of

 th
e

Pr
es

id
en

t.

L
ea

de
rs

 a
nd

E
le

ct
io

ns

4.
5.

2
N

am
e 

th
e 

tw
o 

m
aj

or
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
tie

s.

4.
6.

2
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
ro

le
s 

an
d

fu
nc

tio
ns

 o
f 

po
lit

ic
al

pa
rt

ie
s 

an
d 

el
ec

tio
ns

.

4.
7.

2
E

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 p

ol
iti

ca
l

pa
rt

ie
s 

ch
an

ge
 to

 m
ee

t t
he

ne
ed

s 
of

 s
oc

ie
ty

.

4.
8.

2
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f 
th

e 
tw

o
pa

rt
y 

sy
st

em
 in

 th
e

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
.

4.
12

.2
A

na
ly

ze
 th

e 
ro

le
s 

an
d

fu
nc

tio
n 

of
 f

ac
tio

ns
w

ith
in

 p
ol

iti
ca

l p
ar

tie
s

an
d 

th
e 

ro
le

 o
f 

pa
rt

ie
s 

in
pu

bl
ic

 p
ol

ic
y 

an
d

po
lit

ic
s.

Po
lit

ic
al

 P
ar

tie
s

4.
5.

3
G

iv
e 

ex
am

pl
es

 o
f 

in
te

re
st

gr
ou

ps
.

4.
6.

3
Id

en
tif

y 
in

te
re

st
 g

ro
up

s
th

at
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

be
lo

ng
 to

.

4.
7.

3
L

is
t w

ay
s 

in
te

re
st

 g
ro

up
s

tr
y 

to
 in

fl
ue

nc
e 

th
e

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ro

ce
ss

.

4.
8.

3
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

im
pa

ct
 o

f
in

te
re

st
 g

ro
up

s 
on

 th
e

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ro

ce
ss

.

4.
12

.3
E

va
lu

at
e 

th
e

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

 o
f 

in
te

re
st

gr
ou

ps
 in

 th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

pr
oc

es
s 

of
 a

 d
em

oc
ra

tic
so

ci
et

y.

In
te

re
st

 G
ro

up
s

4.
5.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
so

ur
ce

s 
of

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

pe
op

le
 u

se
 to

fo
rm

 a
n 

op
in

io
n.

4.
6.

4
D

ef
in

e 
th

e 
te

rm
 m

ed
ia

an
d 

lis
t e

xa
m

pl
es

.

4.
7.

4
L

is
t f

or
m

s 
of

 m
ed

ia
 th

at
ap

pe
ar

 to
 h

av
e 

th
e

gr
ea

te
st

 im
pa

ct
 o

n 
th

e
fo

rm
at

io
n 

of
 p

ub
lic

op
in

io
n.

4.
8.

4
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

in
fl

ue
nc

e 
of

th
e 

m
ed

ia
 in

 f
or

m
in

g
pu

bl
ic

 o
pi

ni
on

.

4.
12

.4
A

na
ly

ze
 th

e 
ro

le
 th

at
te

le
vi

si
on

 a
nd

 o
th

er
m

ed
ia

 p
la

y 
in

 th
e

pr
oc

es
s 

of
 p

ol
iti

ca
l

pe
rs

ua
si

on
.

Fo
rm

at
io

n 
of

Pu
bl

ic
 O

pi
ni

on

31
D

R
A

FT
 N

ev
ad

a 
So

ci
al

 S
tu

di
es

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
C

iv
ic

s

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE
O

ct
ob

er
 1

99
9

32 Pa
ge

 1
5



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
4.

0:
 T

he
 P

ol
iti

ca
l P

ro
ce

ss
: S

tu
de

nt
s 

de
sc

ri
be

 th
e 

ro
le

s 
of

 p
ol

iti
ca

l p
ar

tie
s,

 in
te

re
st

 g
ro

up
s,

 a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 o

pi
ni

on
 in

th
e 

de
m

oc
ra

tic
 p

ro
ce

ss
.

G
ra

de
 K

:,.
. .

G
ra

de
 I

.
.

G
ra

de
 2

.
44

G
rs

de
 3

.

__
,_

__
__

,
G

ra
de

 4
!

- .:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
4.

7.
5

D
ef

in
e 

pr
op

ag
an

da
.

4.
8.

5
Id

en
tif

y 
pr

op
ag

an
da

 a
nd

pe
rs

ua
si

on
 in

 p
ol

iti
ca

l
ad

ve
rt

is
in

g 
an

d 
lit

er
at

ur
e.

4.
12

.5
E

va
lu

at
e 

pr
op

ag
an

da
 in

bo
th

 h
is

to
ri

c 
an

d 
cu

rr
en

t
po

lit
ic

al
co

m
m

un
ic

at
io

n.

Pr
op

ag
an

da

4.
6.

6
D

ef
in

e 
pu

bl
ic

 p
ol

ic
y.

4.
7.

6
Id

en
tif

y 
m

aj
or

 p
ub

lic
po

lic
y 

is
su

es
.

4.
8.

6
Id

en
tif

y 
m

aj
or

 p
ub

lic
po

lic
ie

s.

4.
12

.6
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

pr
oc

es
s 

by
w

hi
ch

 p
ub

lic
 p

ol
ic

y 
is

fo
rm

ed
 a

nd
 c

ar
ri

ed
 o

ut
.

Pu
bl

ic
 P

ol
ic

y

Po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

ty
A

 g
ro

up
 w

he
re

 v
ot

er
s 

el
ec

t t
he

 p
re

si
de

nt
, o

r 
ch

ie
f 

ex
ec

ut
iv

e,
 f

or
 a

 f
ix

ed
 te

rm
 o

f 
of

fi
ce

. V
ot

er
s 

al
so

 e
le

ct
 m

em
be

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
br

an
ch

.

33

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

34

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 1

6



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
5.

0:
 C

iti
ze

ns
hi

p:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

kn
ow

 th
e 

ro
le

s,
 r

i.:
ht

s,
 a

nd
 r

es
' C

ra
de

 K
-

G
ra

de
 I

G
ra

de
 2

;-
-

r
s

e

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

o
A

m
er

ic
an

 c
iti

ze
ns

.
G

ra
de

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

5.
5.

1
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

di
ff

er
en

ce
be

tw
ee

n 
a 

na
tu

ra
l-

bo
rn

an
d 

a 
na

tu
ra

liz
ed

 c
iti

ze
n

of
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

.

5.
6.

1
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

va
lu

e 
of

ci
tiz

en
sh

ip
 in

 a
 n

at
io

n.

5.
7.

1
D

es
cr

ib
e 

ho
w

 a
 n

on
-

na
tiv

e 
bo

rn
 p

er
so

n
be

co
m

es
 a

 c
iti

ze
n 

of
 th

e
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

.

5.
8.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
ri

gh
ts

,
pr

iv
ile

ge
s,

 a
nd

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

ie
s 

as
so

ci
at

ed
w

ith
 U

.S
. c

iti
ze

ns
hi

p
in

cl
ud

in
g,

 b
ut

 n
ot

 li
m

ite
d

to
, v

ot
in

g,
 h

ol
di

ng
 o

ff
ic

e,
an

d 
ju

ry
 d

ut
y.

5.
12

.1
E

xa
m

in
e 

th
e 

ri
gh

ts
 o

f
ci

tiz
en

s 
an

d 
ho

w
 th

es
e

ri
gh

ts
 m

ay
 b

e 
re

st
ri

ct
ed

.

C
iti

ze
ns

hi
p

5.
5.

2
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
B

ill
 o

f
R

ig
ht

s.

5.
6.

2
E

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 th

e 
B

ill
 o

f
R

ig
ht

s 
w

as
 a

dd
ed

 to
 th

e
C

on
st

itu
tio

n.

5.
7.

2
D

is
cu

ss
 th

e 
fr

ee
do

m
s 

an
d

ri
gh

ts
 o

f 
in

di
vi

du
al

lib
er

ty
 g

ua
ra

nt
ee

d 
by

 th
e

U
.S

. C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

5.
8.

2
In

te
rp

re
t t

he
 n

ec
es

si
ty

 o
f

th
e 

B
ill

 o
f 

R
ig

ht
s 

fo
r 

a
de

m
oc

ra
tic

 s
oc

ie
ty

.

5.
12

.2
In

te
rp

re
t t

he
 e

vo
lu

tio
n 

of
th

e 
B

ill
 o

f 
R

ig
ht

s 
an

d 
its

co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n.

In
di

vi
du

al
R

ig
ht

s

5.
6.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f
co

nf
lic

ts
 b

et
w

ee
n

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

or
 g

ro
up

s 
in

th
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
.

5.
7.

4
G

iv
e 

ex
am

pl
es

 o
f

do
m

es
tic

 c
on

fl
ic

ts
.

5.
12

.3
A

na
ly

ze
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 th
e

Fo
ur

te
en

th
 A

m
en

dm
en

t
in

 p
ro

te
ct

in
g 

in
di

vi
du

al
ri

gh
ts

.

5.
5.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
w

ay
s 

co
nf

lic
ts

ca
n 

be
 r

es
ol

ve
d 

in
 a

pe
ac

ef
ul

 m
an

ne
r 

th
at

re
sp

ec
ts

 in
di

vi
du

al
 r

ig
ht

s.

5.
6.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
ex

am
pl

e 
of

re
so

lu
tio

n 
ta

ki
ng

 p
la

ce
 a

t
sc

ho
ol

 a
nd

 in
 th

e
co

m
m

un
ity

.

5.
8.

4
Id

en
tif

y 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f
co

nf
lic

t r
es

ol
ut

io
n 

th
at

re
sp

ec
t i

nd
iv

id
ua

l r
ig

ht
s

an
d 

pr
om

ot
e 

th
e 

co
m

m
on

go
od

 a
t s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 in
 th

e
co

m
m

un
ity

, w
ith

in
 th

e
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

.

5.
12

.4
Id

en
tif

y 
m

aj
or

 c
on

fl
ic

ts
in

 s
oc

ia
l, 

po
lit

ic
al

, a
nd

ec
on

om
ic

 li
fe

 a
nd

an
al

yz
e 

th
e 

ro
le

 o
f

co
m

pr
om

is
e 

in
 th

e
re

so
lu

tio
n 

of
 th

es
e 

is
su

es
.

C
on

fl
ic

t a
nd

R
es

ol
ut

io
n

5.
12

.5
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

ro
le

 o
f 

th
e

Su
pr

em
e 

C
ou

rt
 a

s
gu

ar
di

an
 o

f 
in

di
vi

du
al

ri
gh

ts
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e

T
he

 S
up

re
m

e
C

ou
rt

 a
nd

In
di

vi
du

al
R

ig
ht

s 
C

as
es

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

3 
5

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 1

7
3 

6



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
5.

0:
 C

iti
ze

ns
hi

p:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

kn
ow

 th
e 

ro
le

s,
 r

ig
ht

s,
 a

nd
 r

es
po

ns
ib

ili
tie

s 
of

 A
m

er
ic

an
 c

iti
ze

ns
.

G
ra

de
 K

:1
...

,G
ra

de
 I

ra
de

 2
. ;

i4
.G

ra
de

 3
.

G
ra

de
 4

-
:i

...
._

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
ab

le
 to

:
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
an

d:
an

d:
ex

am
in

at
io

n 
of

 la
nd

m
ar

k
ca

se
s 

su
ch

 a
s:

B
ro

w
n 

v.
 B

oa
rd

 o
f

E
du

ca
tio

n 
of

 T
op

ek
a

G
id

eo
n 

v.

W
ai

nw
ri

gh
t

M
ir

an
da

 v
. A

ri
zo

na
T

in
ke

r 
v.

 D
es

 M
oi

ne
s

In
de

pe
nd

en
t

C
om

m
un

ity
 S

ch
oo

l
D

is
tr

ic
t.

37

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

 A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

38

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 1

8



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
6.

0:
 S

ta
te

 a
nd

 L
oc

al
 G

ov
er

nm
en

t: 
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 th
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
an

d 
fu

nc
tio

ns
 o

f 
st

at
e,

 tr
ib

al
, a

nd
 lo

ca
l

go
ve

rn
m

en
ts

.
I 

C
ra

de
 K

:t
--

G
ra

de
 I

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

G
ra

de
 2

:.:
A

liG
rz

yl
e 

3
.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:

C
ir

ac
le

 4

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:

6.
5.

1
E

xp
la

in
 w

hy
 lo

ca
l

go
ve

rn
m

en
ts

 a
re

 c
re

at
ed

w
ith

in
 s

ta
te

s.

6.
6.

1
D

is
cu

ss
 th

e 
ad

va
nt

ag
es

 o
f

st
at

e 
or

 lo
ca

l c
on

tr
ol

.

6.
7.

1
D

is
cu

ss
 th

e 
co

nf
lic

ts
be

tw
ee

n 
st

at
e 

an
d 

lo
ca

l
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
.

6.
8.

1
C

om
pa

re
 th

e 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n
of

 lo
ca

l, 
st

at
e,

 a
nd

 tr
ib

al
go

ve
rn

m
en

t.

6.
12

.1
C

om
pa

re
 a

nd
 c

on
tr

as
t t

he
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

an
d 

op
er

at
io

ns
of

 lo
ca

l, 
st

at
e,

 tr
ib

al
, a

nd
na

tio
na

l g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

.

St
ru

ct
ur

e 
of

L
oc

al
, S

ta
te

,
an

d 
T

ri
ba

l
G

ov
er

nm
en

t

6.
12

.2
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

un
iq

ue
 r

ol
e

of
 tr

ib
al

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ts

w
ith

in
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

.

6.
5.

3
N

am
e 

th
e 

th
re

e 
br

an
ch

es
of

 s
ta

te
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t.

6.
6.

3
D

ef
in

e 
ci

vi
l a

nd
 c

ri
m

in
al

la
w

.

6.
7.

3
D

ef
in

e 
ju

ve
ni

le
 la

w
.

6.
12

.3
C

om
pa

re
 a

nd
 c

on
tr

as
t t

he
st

ru
ct

ur
e 

of
 th

e 
N

ev
ad

a
an

d 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

C
on

st
itu

tio
ns

.

6.
12

.4
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

di
ff

er
en

ce
s

be
tw

ee
n 

th
e 

lo
ca

l, 
st

at
e,

an
d 

fe
de

ra
l c

ou
rt

sy
st

em
s.

C
ou

rt
 S

ys
te

m
s

6.
8.

5
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

ju
ve

ni
le

,
ci

vi
l, 

an
d 

cr
im

in
al

 c
ou

rt
sy

st
em

s.

L
oc

al
 g

ov
er

nm
en

tC
ou

nt
y 

an
d/

or
 m

un
ic

ip
al

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t a

nd
 m

ay
 in

cl
ud

e 
sp

ec
ia

l d
is

tr
ic

ts
 c

re
at

ed
 b

y 
a 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t.

T
ri

ba
l g

ov
er

nm
en

t (
or

 T
ri

be
)A

 p
ol

iti
ca

l e
nt

ity
 w

ith
 th

e 
ri

gh
t t

o 
se

lf
 g

ov
er

nm
en

t.
C

ri
m

in
al

 c
ou

rt
A

 c
ou

rt
 th

at
 h

an
dl

es
 c

as
es

 r
el

at
in

g 
to

 th
e 

vi
ol

at
io

n 
of

 la
w

.
C

iv
il 

co
ur

tA
 c

ou
rt

 th
at

 h
an

dl
es

 c
as

es
 r

el
at

in
g 

to
 d

is
pu

te
s 

be
tw

ee
n 

tw
o 

or
 m

or
e 

in
di

vi
du

al
s 

or
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

.

39
D

R
A

FT
 N

ev
ad

a 
So

ci
al

 S
tu

di
es

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
C

iv
ic

s
O

ct
ob

er
 1

99
9

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE 40
Pa

ge
 1

9



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
7.

0:
 P

ol
iti

ca
l a

nd
 E

co
no

m
ic

 S
ys

te
m

s:
 S

tu
de

nt
s 

ex
pl

ai
n 

th
e 

di
ff

er
en

t p
ol

iti
ca

l a
nd

 e
co

no
m

ic
 s

ys
te

m
s 

in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

.
G

ra
de

 K
t

G
ra

de
 I

:-
!

G
ra

de
. ,

A
.G

ra
s 

e
G

ra
de

 4
::

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
7.

5.
1

L
is

t t
he

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
is

tic
s 

of
a 

na
tio

n-
st

at
e.

7.
7.

1
L

is
t d

if
fe

re
nt

 f
or

m
s 

of
go

ve
rn

m
en

t.

7.
12

.1
Su

m
m

ar
iz

e 
th

e 
si

gn
if

ic
an

t
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

s 
of

 th
e

w
or

ld
's

 m
aj

or
 p

ol
iti

ca
l

sy
st

em
s,

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
bu

t n
ot

lim
ite

d 
to

 m
on

ar
ch

y,
to

ta
lit

ar
ia

n 
di

ct
at

or
sh

ip
,

pr
es

id
en

tia
l,

pa
rl

ia
m

en
ta

ry
 s

ys
te

m
s,

an
d 

co
m

m
un

is
m

, a
nd

ev
al

ua
te

 th
e 

ad
va

nt
ag

es
an

d 
di

sa
dv

an
ta

ge
s 

of
 e

ac
h.

C
om

pa
ra

tiv
e

Po
lit

ic
al

Sy
st

em
s

7.
12

.4
D

ef
in

e 
an

d 
an

al
yz

e 
th

e
m

aj
or

 e
co

no
m

ic
 s

ys
te

m
s

of
 th

e 
w

or
ld

, i
nc

lu
di

ng
 b

ut
no

t l
im

ite
d 

to
:

C
ap

ita
lis

m
M

ix
ed

 e
co

no
m

y
So

ci
al

is
m

C
om

m
an

d 
ec

on
om

y

C
om

pa
ra

tiv
e

E
co

no
m

ic
Sy

st
em

s

41
D

R
A

FT
 N

ev
ad

a 
So

ci
al

 S
tu

di
es

 S
ta

nd
ar

ds
C

iv
ic

s
O

ct
ob

er
 1

99
9

42
Pa

ge
 2

0



N
at

io
ns

ta
te

A
 p

ol
iti

ca
l c

om
m

un
ity

 th
at

 o
cc

up
ie

s 
a 

de
fi

ni
te

 te
rr

ito
ry

 a
nd

 h
as

 a
n 

or
ga

ni
ze

d 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t w
ith

 th
e 

po
w

er
 to

 m
ak

e 
an

d 
en

fo
rc

e 
la

w
s 

w
ith

ou
t a

pp
ro

va
l f

ro
m

 a
ny

hi
gh

er
 a

ut
ho

ri
ty

.
M

on
ar

ch
yA

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t w

he
re

 a
 k

in
g,

 q
ue

en
, o

r 
em

pe
ro

r 
ex

er
ci

se
s 

su
pr

em
e 

po
w

er
s.

T
ot

al
ita

ri
an

is
m

 (
or

 d
ic

ta
to

rs
hi

p)
A

 s
ys

te
m

 o
f 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t i

n 
w

hi
ch

 a
 s

in
gl

e 
le

ad
er

 o
r 

gr
ou

p 
ha

s 
co

m
pl

et
e 

au
th

or
ity

 to
 r

ul
e.

Pr
es

id
en

tia
l s

ys
te

m
A

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t w

he
re

 v
ot

er
s 

el
ec

t t
he

 p
re

si
de

nt
, o

r 
ch

ie
f 

ex
ec

ut
iv

e,
 f

or
 a

 f
ix

ed
 te

rm
 o

f 
of

fi
ce

. V
ot

er
s 

al
so

 e
le

ct
 m

em
be

rs
 o

f 
th

e 
le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
br

an
ch

.
Pa

rl
ia

m
en

ta
ry

 s
ys

te
m

A
 f

or
m

 o
f 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t t

ha
t g

iv
es

 g
ov

er
nm

en
ta

l a
ut

ho
ri

ty
 to

 a
 le

gi
sl

at
ur

e 
w

hi
ch

 s
el

ec
ts

 th
e 

ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
fr

om
 it

s 
ow

n 
m

em
be

rs
.

C
om

m
un

is
m

A
n 

ec
on

om
ic

 a
nd

 p
ol

iti
ca

l s
ys

te
m

 in
 w

hi
ch

 p
ro

pe
rt

y 
an

d 
go

od
s 

ar
e 

ow
ne

d 
by

 th
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t a

nd
 p

ro
du

ct
s 

ar
e 

sh
ar

ed
 b

y 
al

l.
C

ap
ita

lis
m

A
n 

ec
on

om
ic

 s
ys

te
m

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
pr

iv
at

e 
ow

ne
rs

hi
p 

of
 th

e 
m

ea
ns

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
tio

n 
an

d 
on

 in
di

vi
du

al
 e

co
no

m
ic

 f
re

ed
om

.
M

ix
ed

 e
co

no
m

yA
n 

ec
on

om
ic

 s
ys

te
m

 in
 w

hi
ch

 th
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t b

ot
h 

su
pp

or
ts

 a
nd

 r
eg

ul
at

es
 f

re
e 

en
te

rp
ri

se
.

So
ci

al
is

m
A

n 
ec

on
om

ic
 s

ys
te

m
 in

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

ts
 o

w
n 

th
e 

ba
si

c 
m

ea
ns

 o
f 

pr
od

uc
tio

n,
 d

et
er

m
in

es
 th

e 
us

e 
of

 r
es

ou
rc

es
, d

is
tr

ib
ut

es
 p

ro
du

ct
s 

an
d 

w
ag

es
, a

nd
pr

ov
id

es
 s

oc
ia

l s
er

vi
ce

s 
su

ch
 a

s 
ed

uc
at

io
n,

 h
ea

lth
 c

ar
e,

 a
nd

 w
el

fa
re

.
C

om
m

an
d 

ec
on

om
yA

n 
ec

on
om

ic
 s

ys
te

m
 in

 w
hi

ch
 th

e 
go

ve
rn

m
en

t m
ak

es
 e

co
no

m
ic

s 
de

ci
si

on
s.

43

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 2

1

44



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
8.

0:
 I

nt
er

na
tio

na
l R

el
at

io
ns

: S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 th

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 a

nd
 e

co
no

m
ic

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
of

 th
e 

U
.S

. a
nd

 it
s 

ci
tiz

en
s 

to
ot

he
r 

na
tio

ns
.

G
ra

de
 K

G
ra

de
 I

G
ra

de
 2

G
ra

de
 3

.
G

ra
de

 4

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:

8.
5.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
co

un
tr

ie
s

bo
rd

er
in

g 
th

e 
U

ni
te

d
St

at
es

.

8.
6.

1
Id

en
tif

y 
w

ay
s 

th
e 

U
ni

te
d

St
at

es
 in

te
ra

ct
s 

w
ith

 o
th

er
na

tio
ns

.

8.
7.

1
D

ef
in

e 
fo

re
ig

n 
po

lic
y.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
8.

8.
1

Id
en

tif
y 

na
tio

ns
 th

at
 p

la
y

a 
si

gn
if

ic
an

t r
ol

e 
in

A
m

er
ic

an
 f

or
ei

gn
 p

ol
ic

y.

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:
8.

12
.1

Id
en

tif
y 

an
d 

an
al

yz
e 

th
e

ef
fe

ct
iv

en
es

s 
of

 U
.S

.
fo

re
ig

n 
po

lic
y 

in
 d

ea
lin

g
w

ith
 in

te
rn

at
io

na
l

pr
ob

le
m

s 
an

d 
co

nc
er

ns
.

Fr
om

In
di

vi
du

al
 to

th
e 

W
or

ld

8.
5.

2
E

xp
la

in
 w

ay
s 

in
 w

hi
ch

na
tio

ns
 in

te
ra

ct
.

8.
7.

2
D

es
cr

ib
e 

w
ay

s 
ci

tiz
en

s
ca

n 
in

fl
ue

nc
e 

fo
rm

ul
at

io
n

of
 f

or
ei

gn
 p

ol
ic

y.

8.
8.

2
D

ef
in

e 
fo

re
ig

n 
po

lic
y 

an
d

de
sc

ri
be

 w
ay

s 
na

tio
ns

in
te

ra
ct

 d
ip

lo
m

at
ic

al
ly

,
in

cl
ud

in
g 

bu
t n

ot
 li

m
ite

d
to

:
T

re
at

ie
s

o
T

ra
de

H
um

an
ita

ri
an

 a
id

o
M

ili
ta

ry
 f

or
ce

.

8.
12

.2
A

na
ly

ze
 th

e 
co

nf
lic

t
be

tw
ee

n 
is

ol
at

io
ni

sm
 a

nd
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n 

in
 w

or
ld

af
fa

ir
s 

as
 a

 n
at

io
na

l p
ol

ic
y.

Fo
re

ig
n

Po
lic

y

8.
8.

3
D

es
cr

ib
e 

th
e 

pu
rp

os
e 

of
th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
N

at
io

ns
.

8.
12

.3
C

ri
tiq

ue
 th

e 
ro

le
 o

f
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l

or
ga

ni
za

tio
ns

, s
uc

h 
as

 th
e

U
N

 a
nd

 n
on

-g
ov

er
nm

en
ta

l
or

ga
ni

za
tio

ns
, i

n 
w

or
ld

af
fa

ir
s.

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l
O

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

4 
5

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

4C

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9
Pa

ge
 2

2



C
iv

ic
s

C
on

te
nt

 S
ta

nd
ar

d 
8.

0:
 I

nt
er

na
tio

na
l R

el
at

io
ns

: S
tu

de
nt

s 
kn

ow
 th

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 a

nd
 e

co
no

m
ic

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
of

 th
e 

U
.S

. a
nd

 it
s 

ci
tiz

en
s 

to
ot

he
r 

na
tio

ns
.

G
ra

de
 K

,j!
G

ra
de

 I
G

ra
de

 2
:::

A
liG

ra
de

 3
.

G
ra

de
 4

!-

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

:
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
St

ud
en

ts
 k

no
w

 a
nd

 a
re

ab
le

 to
:

ab
le

 to
 d

o 
ev

er
yt

hi
ng

re
qu

ir
ed

 in
 e

ar
lie

r 
gr

ad
es

an
d:

8.
7.

4
8.

8.
4

G
iv

e 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f
L

is
t a

nd
 d

es
cr

ib
e 

no
n-

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l
go

ve
rn

m
en

ta
l

or
ga

ni
za

tio
ns

.
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l

St
ud

en
ts

 k
no

w
 a

nd
 a

re
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
re

qu
ir

ed
 in

 e
ar

lie
r 

gr
ad

es
an

d:

or
ga

ni
za

tio
ns

, s
uc

h 
as

 th
e

W
or

ld
 B

an
k,

 A
m

ne
st

y
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l, 

an
d 

th
e

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l R
ed

 C
ro

ss
.

47

B
E

S
T

 C
O

P
Y

A
V

A
IL

A
B

LE

D
R

A
FT

 N
ev

ad
a 

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
 S

ta
nd

ar
ds

C
iv

ic
s

O
ct

ob
er

 1
99

9

48 Pa
ge

 2
3



Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 2

Content Standard 1.0 Rules and Law: Soule', Is know, why, sociely has rules, laws, and governments.

EXCEEDS Identify a variety of rules, laws, and authorities that keep people safe and property secure.
STANDARD Contribute pertinent information in the class decision making process.

MEETS Name classroom and school rules and identify why they are necessary.
STANDARD Contribute to the class decision making process.

APPROACHES Name classroom and school rules.
STANDARD Participate occasionally in the class decision making process.

BELOW Name with inconsistency classroom and school rules.
STANDARD Does not participate in the class decision making process.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 3

Content Standard 1.0: Rules and Law: Sludems know why society has rules, laws and governments.

EXCEEDS Identify and explain how rules, laws and authorities keep people safe and property secure.
STANDARD Display a leadership role in voting and setting rules.

Support their voting decision with reasons.

MEETS Identify a variety of rules, laws and authorities that keep people safe and property secure.
STANDARD Participation in voting and setting rules.

APPROACHES Identify a few rules, laws, or authorities that keep people safe and property secure.
STANDARD Limited participation in voting and setting rules.

BELOW Inconsistently identify a few rules, laws, or authorities that keep people safe and property
STANDARD secure.

Cites irrelevant reasons for voting
Set rules that are unreasonable.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 5

Content Standard 1.0

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

Rules and Law: Students know why society has rules, laws and governments.

Give examples of the effect on society of the absence of laws.
Identify key ideas in the Constitution that are the foundation of American government.
Explain the process of representative democracy.
Explain the rights of political minorities.

MEETS Describe the effect on society of the absence of laws.
STANDARD Identify the Constitution as the foundation of American government.

Define and give examples of representative democracy.
Identify the rights of political minorities.

APPROACHES Identify laws and explain why we have them.
STANDARD Identify the Constitution as a document.

Defines or give examples of representative democracy.
Identify some of the rights of political minorities.

BELOW Limited understanding of the need for rules and laws.
STANDARD Limited ability to differentiate the Constitution from other documents.

Can not define or give examples of representative democracy.
Unable to identify the rights of political minorities.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 1.0 Rules and Law: Students know why society has rules, laws and governments.

EXCEEDS Can define, compare, and contrast the rule of law and the rule of men by providing multiple
STANDARD examples.

Can explain the main ideas of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution as
foundations of American democracy.
List examples of the ways citizens can influence government with civic participation or
becomes personally involved in civic activities.
Give examples of the enduring principles of the Constitution in contemporary United States
society.
Give examples of both successful and unsuccessful amendments to the Constitution

MEETS Can define rule of law and rule of men.
STANDARD Describe the significance of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution relating

to foundations of American democracy.
List examples of the ways citizens can participate in all levels of government.
Identify the enduring principles of the constitution.
Explain how the constitution can be formally amended.

APPROACHES Can define but can not differentiate between the rule of law and the rule of man.
STANDARD Describe the significance of the Declaration of Independence or the Constitution.

List examples of the ways citizens can participate in several levels of government.
Can identify the Constitution and that it can be amended.

BELOW Can neither define nor differentiate between the rule of law and the rule of man.
STANDARD Can not describe with clarity the significance of either the Declaration of Independence or

the Constitution.
Unable to list examples of ways citizens can participate in government.
Unable to accurately identify the Constitution.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 1.0 Rules and Law: Students know why society has rules, laws and governments.

EXCEEDS Describe the fundamental concepts of law embodied in the U.S. Constitution.
STANDARD Summarize the basic concepts incorporated in to the Declaration of Independence, Articles

of Confederation, Federalist Papers, and the U.S. Constitution.
Analyze examples of the ways citizens can influence government with civic participation
or become personally involved in civic activities.
Identify and analyze how specific amendments and judicial rulings have changed the
interpretation and application of the U.S. Constitution.

MEETS Explain the concept of the rule of law in the establishment of the U.S. Constitution.
STANDARD Discuss the philosophical underpinnings of the founding documents of the U.S. such as

Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution.
Analyze the role of citizen participation in American civic life.
Identify and explain changes in the interpretation and application of the Constitution.

APPROACHES Differentiate between the rule of law and the rule of man.
STANDARD List the Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution as

founding documents of the U.S.
List examples of the ways citizens can participate in all levels of American civic life.
Explain how the constitution can be formally amended.

BELOW Recognize the rule of law.
STANDARD List some of the founding documents of the U.S. such as, the Declaration of Independence,

Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution.
List examples of the ways citizens can participate in several levels of American civic life.
Can identify the Constitution and that it can be amended.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 3

Content Standard 2.0 The U.S. Government: Students know the United States Constitution and the government it
creates.

EXCEEDS
STANDARD
MEETS

STANDARD
APPROACHES
STANDARD
BELOW

STANDARD

Name the current President and Vice President.

Name the current President.

Name the current President, with teacher assistance.

Cannot name the current President.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 5

Content Standard 2.0 The U.S. Government: Students know the United Stales Constitution and the government it
creates.

EXCEEDS Explain the role of the three branches of government.
STANDARD Identify a similarity and a difference between the two houses of the United States

Congress.
Differentiate between criminal and civil trials.
Identify the number of justices on the Supreme Court and describe a duty of the Chief
Justice and name one of the justices.

MEETS Identify the three branches of government.
STANDARD Name the two houses of the United States Congress.

Identify the number of justices on the Supreme Court and describe a duty of the Chief
Justice.
Define the term "trial" as related to the resolution of disputes.

APPROACHES Can identify two of the three branches of government
STANDARD State the number of houses in the United States Congress.

Identify the number of justices on the Supreme Court or describe a duty of the Chief
Justice.
Recognizes the term "trial" but unable to define it with clarity.

BELOW Can identify one of the three branches of government.
STANDARD Recognizes that there is a United States Congress.

Recognizes that there is a Supreme Court in the United States.
No recognition of the meaning of the term "trial."
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 2.0 The U.S. Government: Students know the United States Constitution and the governineill it
creates.

EXCEEDS Apply the function of one or more of the three branches of government to a contemporary
STANDARD issue.

Identify the different responsibilities of the two houses of Congress.
Recognize other court systems, such as, local and tribal, in addition to state and federal
court systems.
Relate the trial process to a current or important historic case.
Provide examples of checks that each branch has over the other branches.

MEETS Explain the function of the three branches of government [Executive, Legislative and
STANDARD Judicial] as found in the U.S. Constitution.

Explain why the U.S. Congress is composed of two houses.
Describe the dual court system in the United States (state and federal).
Describe the trial process including the selection and responsibilities of jurors.
Explain the system of checks and balances in the design of the Constitution.

APPROACHES Name the three branches of government of the US and describe the function of one of
STANDARD them.

Explain the functions of two of the three branches of government of the U.S.
Name the two houses of the U.S. Congress.
Recognize state and federal court systems.
Describe the trial process, the selection, or responsibilities of jurors.
State that there are checks and balances but are unable to clearly explain them.

BELOW Name the three branches of government of the U. S.
STANDARD State the number of houses in the U.S. Congress.

Recognizes that there is a court system.
Knows that there is a trial process.
Fails to understand the checks and balances in the three branches of government.

56
DRAFT Nevada Social Studies Standards Civics October 1999 Page 8



Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 2.0 The U.S. Government: Students know the United States Constitution and the government it
creates.

EXCEEDS Analyze constitutional issues that represent the relationship among the three branches of
STANDARD government.

Explain how a specific law was created through the legislative process.
Explain how the duties of the executive branch have evolved throughout American history.
Trace a case through the Federal Court system.
Explain how judicial review has shaped the Supreme Court over time, starting with
Marbury vs. Madison.
Present some criticism and suggested reforms of the jury system.
Explain how inherent constitutional conflicts in the system of checks and balances has
shifted power among the three branches of government.

MEETS Explain the basic powers of the executive, legislative and judicial branches as granted in
STANDARD Articles I, II, and III of the Constitution.

Describe the creation of laws through the legislative process.
Describe the duties of the Executive branch.
Describe the jurisdiction of the Federal Court system.
Explain judicial review, e.g. Marbury vs. Madison.
Explain the importance of the jury process in a democratic society.
Analyze the effectiveness of checks and balances in maintaining the equal division of
power.

APPROACHES Describe the three branches of government and explain the basic functions of each.
STANDARD Cite that the legislative branch creates laws.

List the duties of the Executive branch.
Define jurisdiction and/or judicial review
Describe the trial process including the selection and responsibilities of juries.
Explain the system of check and balances.

BELOW Name the three branches of US government.
STANDARD Know that we have laws.

List some of the duties of the Executive branch.
Cannot define jurisdiction or judicial review.
Describe the trial process, the selection, or responsibilities of jurors.
Define the term checks and balances.

57
DRAFT Nevada Social Studies Standards Civics October 1999 Page 9



Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 3.0 State and Local Government: Students can explain the relationship between the states and
national government.

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

Compare and contrast the powers of various governmental entities, such as, local, state,
tribal, and national governments.
Define and provide a contemporary example of federalism.
Provide contemporary or historic examples of how the supremacy clause of the U.S.
Constitution defines the relationship between state and national governments.

MEETS Provide examples of governmental powers that are distributed between the state and
STANDARD national government (such as tax, declare war, and issue driver's licenses).

Define "federalism."
Explain how the supremacy clause of the U.S. Constitution defines the relationship
between state and national governments.

APPROACHES Provide examples of governmental powers but does not distinguish between state and
STANDARD national governments.

Define "federalism" with teacher assistance.
Explain the supremacy clause of the U.S. Constitution.

BELOW Unable to give examples of governmental powers.
STANDARD Unable to define "federalism".

Unable to explain the supremacy clause of the U.S. Constitution..
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 3.0

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

State and Local Government: Students can explain the relationship between the states and
national government.

Define and provide examples of delegated, reserved and concurrent powers.
Analyze American federalism by citing court cases and congressional actions.
Analyze an example of the supremacy clause relating to a specific issue between state and
local governments.

MEETS Explain the constitutional provisions for division of powers between state and national
STANDARD governments.

Provide contemporary examples of federalism.
Use examples to illustrate the supremacy clause in defining the relationship between state
and national governments.

APPROACHES Provide examples of distribution of governmental powers between the state and national
STANDARD governments.

Define federalism.
Explain how the supremacy clause of the U.S. Constitution defines the relationship
between state and national governments.

BELOW Recognize that there is more than one level of government in the United States but unable
STANDARD to distinguish between them.

Can not define federalism.
Explain, with teacher assistance, how the supremacy clause of the U.S. Constitution defines
the relationship between state and national governments.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 3

Content Standard 4.0 The Political Process: Students describe the ivies of political parties, interest groups, and
public opinion in the democratic process.

EXCEEDS Provide an example of a social group.
STANDARD Explain why people form a group.

MEETS Discuss why people form groups.
STANDARD

APPROACHES Identify that people form groups.
STANDARD

BELOW Able to identify groups at school.
STANDARD
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 5

Content Standard 4.0 The Political Process: Students describe the roles of.political parties, interest groups, and
public opinion in the democratic process.

EXCEEDS Trace the career of a political leader and give examples of leadership qualities.
STANDARD Name political parties in addition to the two major parties.

Explain how an interest group works to promote its goals.
List and describe sources of information people use to form an opinion.

MEETS e List some qualities of a leader.
STANDARD Name the two major political parties.

Provide examples of interest groups
List sources of information people use to form an opinion.

APPROACHES Name a quality of a leader.
STANDARD Name a major political party.

Provide an example of an interest group.
Identify one source of information used to form an opinion.

BELOW Identify a leader.
STANDARD Recognize that there is more than one political party but unable to name one.

Unable to identify an interest group.
Display limited knowledge of sources of information that are used to form an opinion.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 4.0 The Political Process: Students describe the roles of political parties, interest groups, and
public opinion in the democratic process.

EXCEEDS Describe in detail the election process such as, primaries, political conventions, electoral
STANDARD college, and campaign financing.

Compare and contrast, with historical examples, the two major political parties and
describe the role of third parties.
Analyze the impact of interest groups on the political process giving specific examples.
Provide specific examples of how the media can influence the outcome of a political
campaign.
Provide specific examples of propaganda and persuasion in political advertising and
literature.
Explain the process of development and implementation of one of the major public
policies.

MEETS Describe the election process, such as registration, political campaigns, and voting.
STANDARD Provide examples of how political parties have changed to meet the needs of the people.

Identify the impact of interest groups on the political process.
Identify the influence of the media in forming public opinion.
Identify propaganda and persuasion in political advertising and literature.
Provide examples of contemporary public issues that may require political solutions.

APPROACHES Able to give a partial description of the election process.
STANDARD Unable to accurately trace the development of the two-party system in the U.S.

Able to give examples of interest groups but unable to describe their impact.
Describe with some inaccuracies the influence of the media in forming public opinion.
Able to identify fact and opinion in political advertising and literature.

BELOW Describes with difficulty, the election process.
STANDARD Unable to trace the development of the two-party system in the U.S.

Describe an interest group.
Identify sources of information people to use form an opinion.
Unable to distinguish between fact and opinion in political advertising and literature.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 4.0 The Political Process: Students describe the roles of political parties, interest groups, and
public opinion in the democratic process.

EXCEEDS Compare the process by which leaders are selected in the American political system with
STANDARD systems outside the United States.

Critique the role of the electoral college system in the election of the President.
Provide detailed examples where factions within political parties have affected the
formation of public policy.
Compare the significance of interest groups in the political process of a democratic society
with the significance of interest groups in other societies.
Project the logical effects of future technology on the process of political persuasion.
Compare and contrast propaganda in historic and current political communication.
Evaluate the process by which public policy is formed and carried out.

MEETS Explain the process by which leaders are selected in the American political system.
STANDARD Analyze the role of the electoral college system in the election of the President.

Analyze the roles and functions of factions within political parties.
Explain the roles of political parties in the formation of public policy.
Evaluate the significance of interest groups in the political process of a democratic society.
Analyze the role that television and other media play in the process of political persuasion.
Evaluate propaganda in both historic and current political communications.
Describe the process by which public policy is formed and carried out.

APPROACHES Describe the process by which leaders are selected in the American political system.
STANDARD Describe the role of the electoral college system in the election of the President.

Describe the roles and functions of factions within political parties.
Identify the roles of political parties in the formation of public policy.
Describe the significance of interest groups in the political process of a democratic society.
Describe the role that television and other media play in the process of political persuasion.
List examples of propaganda in both historic and current political communication.
Identify the process by which public policy is formed and carried out.

BELOW Describe, with some errors, the process by which leaders are selected in the American
STANDARD political system.

Describe, with some errors, the role of the electoral college system in the election of the
President.
Describe the roles and functions of factions within a political party.
Describe, with some errors, the roles of political parties in the formation of public policy.
Describe, with some errors, the significance of interest groups in the political process of a
democratic society.
Describe the role that television plays in the process of political persuasion.
Describe propaganda in historic or current political communication.
Identify, with some success, the process by which public policy is formed and carried out.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 2

Content Standard 5.0 Citizenship: Students know the roles, rights, and responsibilities olAnterican citizens and the
.symbols or 01W countly.

List a variety of American patriotic activities, holidays, and symbols and why they are
important.

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

MEETS
STANDARD

Name an American patriotic activity, holiday, or symbol.

APPROACHES
STANDARD

Identify, with teacher assistance, an American patriotic activity, holiday, or symbol.

BELOW
STANDARD

Inability to distinguish patriotic holidays from cultural or religious holidays.

Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 3

Content Standard 5.0 Citizenship: Students know the roles, rights, and responsibilities (#/Itnericati citizens and the
.symbols or our country.

EXCEEDS Provide examples of an individual's rights within the classroom.
STANDARD Offer peaceful resolutions for conflicts in the school.

List specific patriotic holidays and the reasons for their individual importance.
Explain the meaning of the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEETS Identify an individual's rights within the classroom.
STANDARD Identify conflicts in the school.

Explain why we have patriotic holidays.
Recognize the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROACHES Identify with some confusion an individual's rights within the classroom.
STANDARD Identify with difficulty conflicts in the classroom.

Lists a few patriotic holidays.
Recognizes, inconsistently, the Pledge of Allegiance.

BELOW Unable to identify the individual's rights within the classroom.
STANDARD Unable to identify patriotic holidays.

Unable to recognize the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 5

Content Standard 5.0 Citizenship:
symbols

Students know the roles, rights, and responsibilities of American citizens and the
or our country.

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

Identify the rights, privileges, and responsibilities associated with US citizenship.
Describe several of the rights granted in the Bill of Rights.
Identify resolution to conflict that respects individual rights and promotes the common
good.
Describe the symbolic and the historic importance of the Fourth of July and of the Pledge
of Allegiance.

MEETS Describe the difference between citizenship by birth and citizenship by naturalization of the
STANDARD United States.

Identify the Bill of Rights.
Identify ways conflicts can be resolved in a peaceful manner that respects individual rights.
Describe the importance of the Fourth of July and the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROACHES Identify one way that citizenship can be acquired.
STANDARD List some specific rights of citizens.

Identify occasionally ways conflicts can be resolved in a peaceful manner.
Recognize the Fourth of July as a patriotic holiday.
Recognize the Pledge of Allegiance.

BELOW Identify, with teacher assistance, how citizenship can be acquired.
STANDARD Identify any of the rights of citizens.

Identify, with teacher assistance, peaceful resolution of conflicts.
Recognize the Fourth of July as a holiday.
Unable to recognize the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 5.0 Citizenship: Students know the roles, rights, and responsibilities of American citizens and the
symbols Or our country.

EXCEEDS Distinguish between rights and responsibilities associated with U.S. citizenship.
STANDARD Explain symbols of the nation and how they represent its identity.

Contrast the rights of citizens in democratic and non-democratic societies.
Analyze issues of conflict resolution with respect to individual rights at school, in the
community, and within the United States.

MEETS Identify the rights, privileges, and responsibilities associated with U.S. citizenship
STANDARD including, but not limited to, voting, holding office, and jury duty.

Explain the significance of symbols and mottoes, such as: E Pluribus Unum, the National
Anthem, the Flag, the Pledge of Allegiance, the Statue of Liberty, the Great Seal, and the
oaths of office.
Explain the necessity of the Bill of Rights for a democratic society.
Identify examples of conflict resolution that respect individual rights at school, in the
community, and within the United States.

APPROACHES Identify the rights, privileges, and responsibilities associated with US citizenship, with
STANDARD some omissions.

Identify some of the mottoes and symbols of the U.S.
Identify some of the rights granted by the Bill of Rights.
Identify, with some errors, examples of conflict resolution at school, in the community, -and
within the United States.

BELOW Unable to identify the rights, privileges, and responsibilities associated with US citizenship.
STANDARD Inconsistently identify mottoes and symbols of the U.S.

Recognize that citizens have specific rights.
Unable to identify examples of conflict resolution at school, in the community, or within
the United States.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 5.0 Citizenship: Students know the roles, rights, and responsibilities of American citizens and the
symbols or our country.

EXCEEDS Describe the process by which rights of citizens may be restricted or revoked citing specific
STANDARD examples.

Explain the development of the Bill of Rights and its contemporary application, citing
specific examples.
Provide detailed examples of changes in the interpretation of the rights protected by the
Fourteenth Amendment.
Identify examples of the use of compromise in the resolution of social, political, or
economic conflicts.
Interpret the role of the Supreme court as guardian of individual rights by comparing and
contrasting two or more landmark cases.
Cite and analyze how specific symbols and documents of a nation represent its identity.

MEETS Examine the rights of citizens and how these rights may be restricted.
STANDARD Describe the development of the Bill or Rights and provide a contemporary application.

Analyze the use of the Fourteenth Amendment in protecting individual rights.
Identify major conflicts in social, political, and economic life.
Analyze the role of compromise in the resolution of conflicts.
Describe the role of the Supreme Court as guardian of individual rights through the
examination of landmark cases such as: Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Gideon v.
Wainwright, Miranda v. Arizona, Tinker v. Des Moines independent Community School
District.
Explain how symbols and documents of a nation represent its identity.

APPROACHES Identify the rights, privileges, and responsibilities associated with US citizenship.
STANDARD Describe the development of the Bill or Rights.

Identify the rights protected by the Fourteenth Amendment.
Identify, with some inconsistencies, major conflicts in social, political, and economic life.
Demonstrate an incomplete understanding of the art of compromise.
Identify the importance of one or more of the landmark cases.
List a variety of symbols and documents of the U.S.

BELOW Identify some of the rights granted by the Bill of Rights.
STANDARD Unable to identify the rights protected by the Fourteenth Amendment.

Unable to identify major conflicts in social, political, and economic life or understand the
role of compromise in the resolution of these issues.
Recognizes that the Supreme Court plays a role in the protection of individual rights.
Inconsistently identifies symbols and documents of the U.S.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 3

Content Standard 6.0 State and Local Government: Students know the structure and .lanctions of state, tribal, and
local government.

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

MEETS
STANDARD

APPROACHES
STANDARD

BELOW
STANDARD

Name the current governor and another state official.

Name the current governor of Nevada.

o Know the title but not the name of the current governor of Nevada.

Unable to name the title of the current governor of Nevada.

Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 5

Content Standard 6.0 State and Local Government: Students knoll,' the structure and Junctions Dictate, tribal, and
local government.

EXCEEDS Describe the functions of the three branches of state government.
STANDARD Explain how and why local governments are created.

MEETS Name the three branches of state government.
STANDARD Explain why local governments are created.

APPROACHES Name two of the three branches of state government.
STANDARD Recognize that local governments exist, but have difficulty explaining why.

BELOW Cannot name any of the three branches of state government, even with teacher assistance.
STANDARD Cannot distinguish local government from state government.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 6.0 State and Local Government: Students know the structure and functions of state, tribal, and
local government.

EXCEEDS Compare and contrast the organization and purpose of local, state, and tribal governments.
STANDARD Compare and contrast the juvenile, civil, and criminal court systems.

MEETS Describe the organization and purpose of local, state, and tribal governments.
STANDARD a Describe the juvenile, civil, and criminal court systems.

APPROACHES Distinguish among local, state, and tribal governmental organizations or functions.
STANDARD Identify some elements of the juvenile, civil, and criminal court systems.

BELOW Unable to distinguish among local, state, and tribal governmental organizatons or
STANDARD functions.

Unable to identify more than one element of the juvenile, civil, and criminal court systems.

Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 6.0 State and Local Government: Students know the structure and Junctions of' state, tribal, and
local government.

EXCEEDS Compare and contrast in detail the structure and function of local, state, tribal, and national
STANDARD governments.

Demonstrate fully developed understanding of the unique role of tribal governments within
the United States.
Compare and contrast in detail the structure of the Nevada and United States Constitutions.
Compare and contrast, with detailed examples, local, state, tribal, and federal court
systems.

MEETS Explain the structure and function of local, state, tribal, and national governments.
STANDARD Describe the unique role of tribal governments within the United States.

Compare and contrast the structure of the Nevada and U.S. Constitutions.
Describe the differences between the local, state, tribal, and federal court systems.

APPROACHES Describe with some errors the structure and function of local, state, tribal, and national
STANDARD governments.

Identify some elements of the unique role of tribal governments within the United States.
Describe the structure of the Nevada Constitution.
List some differences between the local, state, tribal, and federal court systems.

BELOW Display minimal knowledge of the structure and function of local, state, tribal, and national
STANDARD governments.

Unable to identify the unique role of tribal governments within the United States.
Display minimal knowledge of the structure of the Nevada Constitution.
Unable to list differences between the local, state, tribal, federal court systems.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 5

Content Standard 7.0

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

Political and Economic Systems: Students explain the difjeient political and economic
systems in the work/.

Identify and describe the characteristics of a nation-state.

MEETS
STANDARD

List the characteristics of a nation-state; self-rule, territory, population, and an organized
. ovemment.

APPROACHES
STANDARD

List some of the characteristics of a nation-state.

BELOW
STANDARD

Unable to list the characteristics of a nation-state.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 7.0

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

Political and Economic Systems: Students explain the dtgerent political and economic
systems in the world.

Compare and contrast any two of the major political systems of the world.
Compare and contrast any two of the major economic systems of the world.

MEETS
STANDARD

Define the world's major political systems, including monarchy, totalitarian dictatorship,
presidential system, parliamentary system, and communism.
Define the world's major economic systems, including capitalism, mixed economy,
socialism, and command economy.

APPROACHES List characteristics of some of the world's major political systems.
STANDARD List characteristics of some of the world's major economic systems.

BELOW List characteristics of at least one major political system.
STANDARD List characteristics of at least one of the major economic system.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 7.0 Political
systems

and Economic Systems: Students explain the different political and economic
ill the world.

EXCEEDS Compare and contrast the significant characteristics of the world's major political systems.
STANDARD Evaluate with historical and contemporary examples the advantages and disadvantages of

the major political systems.
Compare and contrast the major economic systems of the world, giving detailed examples.

MEETS e Summarize and evaluate the significant characteristics of the world's major political
STANDARD systems, including monarchy, totalitarian dictatorship, presidential system, parliamentary

system, and communism.
Define and analyze the major economic systems of the world, including but not limited to
capitalism, mixed economy, socialism, and command economy.

APPROACHES Summarize the world's major political systems.
STANDARD Define the major economic systems of the world.

BELOW Unable to summarize the world's major political systems.
STANDARD List some of the major economic systems of the world.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 2

Content Standard 8.0 International Relations: Students know the political and economic relationship q'the U.S. and
its citizens to other nations.

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

MEETS
STANDARD

APPROACHES
STANDARD

BELOW
STANDARD

Identify their school, community, county, state, and country.

Identify their school and community.

Identify their school or their community.

Unable to identify either their school or community.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 3

Content Standard 8.0 International Relations: Students know the political and economic relationship of U.S. and

its citizens to other nations.

EXCEEDS
STANDARD

MEETS
STANDARD

APPROACHES
STANDARD

BELOW
STANDARD

Locate on a map their county, state and country.

Identify their county, state, and country.

Identify county, state, and country with teacher assistance.

Cannot identify county, state, and country even with teacher assistance.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 5

Content Standard 8.0 International Relations: Students know the political and economic relationship ()Pile U.S. and

its citizens to other nations.

EXCEEDS Identify the countries bordering the United States and some ways in which the United
STANDARD States interacts with those countries.

Describe and give specific examples of ways in which nations interact.

MEETS Identify the countries bordering the United States.
STANDARD Explain ways in which nations interact, such as trade, war, and cultural exchange.

APPROACHES Identify one of the countries bordering the United States.
STANDARD List some ways in which nations interact.

BELOW Cannot identify either of the countries bordering the United States.
STANDARD Unable to list any ways in which nations interact.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 8

Content Standard 8.0 International Relations: Students know the political and economic relationship of the U.S. and
its citizens to other nations.

EXCEEDS Describe the relationship with one of the nations that play a significant role in American
STANDARD foreign policy.

Define and give examples of foreign policy.
Analyze ways in which nations interact diplomatically, such as treaties, trade, humanitarian
aid, and military force.
Summarize the historical development of the United Nations.
Compare and contrast the roles of non-governmental organizations, such as the World
Bank and the International Red Cross, and the United Nations.

MEETS Identify nations that play a significant role in American foreign policy.
STANDARD Define foreign policy.

Describe ways in which nations interact diplomatically, such as treaties, trade,
humanitarian aid, and military force.
Describe the purpose of the United Nations.
List and describe the purposes of non-governmental organizations, such as the World Bank,
Amnesty National, and the International Red Cross.

APPROACHES Occasionally identify nations that play a significant role in American foreign policy.
STANDARD Provide a basic definition of foreign policy.

List some ways in which nations interact diplomatically, such as treaties, trade,
humanitarian aid, and military force.
Identify at least one of the purposes of the United Nations.
List and describe the purposes of non-governmental organizations, such as the World Bank
and the International Red Cross.

BELOW Cannot identify nations that play a significant role in American foreign policy.
STANDARD Unable to provide a definition of foreign policy.

Cannot accurately state how nations interact diplomatically, such as treaties, trade,
humanitarian aid, and military force.
Cannot identify any purpose of the United Nations.
May confuse the purposes of non-governmental organizations with governmental
organizations.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Performance Level Descriptors
Civics

Grade 12

Content Standard 8.0 International Relations: Students know the political and economic relationship of the U.S. and
its citizens to other nations.

EXCEEDS Debate the effectiveness of U.S. foreign policy, for example; global economy, international
STANDARD security, and humanitarian issues.

Take positions, using historical and contemporary examples, on the conflict of isolationism
versus intervention in world affairs.
Compare and contrast the methods used by international organizations and non-
governmental organizations in dealing with contemporary world issues.

MEETS Identify and analyze the effectiveness of U.S. foreign policy in dealing with international
STANDARD problems and concerns including; diplomacy, economic policy, humanitarian aid, and

military intervention.
Analyze the conflict of isolationism versus intervention in world affairs.
Critique the role of international organizations, such as the United Nations, NATO, and
non-governmental organizations, in world affairs.

APPROACHES Identify major elements in U.S. foreign policy in dealing with international problems and
STANDARD concerns.

Cite examples regarding the conflict of isolationism versus intervention in world affairs.
Describe the role of international organizations, such as the United Nations, NATO, and
non-governmental organizations, in world affairs.

BELOW Identify some elements of U.S. foreign policy.
STANDARD Unable to identify the conflict of isolationism versus intervention, in world affairs.

Can identify some international organizations, such as the United Nations, NATO, or non-
governmental organizations.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Capitalism

Civil court

Nevada Social Studies Standards
Civics Glossary

An economic system based on private ownership of the means of
production and on individual economic freedom.

A court that handles cases relating to disputes between two or
more individual or organizations.

Command economy An economic system in which the government makes economic
decisions.

Communism

Concurrent power

Criminal court

Delegated powers

Democracy

Federalism

Interest groups

Juvenile court

Local government

Mixed economy

Monarchy

An economic and political system in which property and goods are
owned by the government and products are shared by all.

Any powers that may be exercised by both the federal government
and the state governments.

A court that handles cases relating to the violation of law.

Those powers the Constitution grants or delegates to the national
government, such as, Expressed powers, Implied powers, and
Inherent powers.

A form of government in which political control is exercised by all
the people, either directly or through their elected representatives.

(or federal system) Form of political organization in which
governmental power is divided between a central government and
territorial subdivisions (i.e. states).

Organized body of individuals who share some goals and try to
influence public policy to meet those goals.

A court that handles cases specifically relating to minors.

County and/or municipal government and may include special
districts created by a government.

An economic system in which the government both supports and
regulates free enterprise.

A government where a king, queen, or emperor exercises supreme
powers.
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Nation-state

Natural rights

Parliamentary

Political party

A political community that occupies a definite territory and has an
organized government with the power to make and enforce laws
without approval from any higher authority.

Belief that individuals are naturally endowed with basic human
rights as opposed to rights conferred by law.

system
A form of government that gives governmental authority to a
legislature which selects the executive from its own members.

A group of people with broad common interests who organize to
win elections, control government, and influence government
policies.

Presidential system A government where voters elect the president, or chief executive,
for a fixed term of office. Voters also elect members of the
legislative branch.

Representative democracy
(or Representative Government) A form of government in which
power is held by the people and exercised indirectly through
elected representatives who make decisions.

Reserved powers

Rule of law

Rule of man

Social contract

Socialism

The powers not delegated to the national government by the
Constitution, nor prohibited to the States, are reserved to the
States, or the people.

Principle that every member of a society, even a ruler, must follow
the law.

Ability of government officials and other to govern by their
personal whim or desire.

Agreement of all the people in a society to give up part of their
freedom to a government in return for protection of their natural
rights.

An economic system in which the governments owns the basic
means of production, determines the use of resources, distributes
products and wages, and provides social services such as
education, health care, and welfare.

79
DRAFT Nevada Social Studies Standards Civics October 1999 Page 2



Supremacy Clause

Totalitarianism

Tribal government

Article VI, Section 2, of the Constitution, which states that the
Constitution, laws passed by Congress, and the treaties of the
United States "shall be the supreme law of the land," binding on
the states.

(or dictatorship) A system of government in which a single leader
or group has complete authority to rule.

(or Tribe) A political entity with the right to self government
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