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-- Reports - Descriptive

This Kids Count data book examines statewide trends in the

well-being of Indiana's children. The statistical portrait is based on

indicators in six general areas: (1)
economic well-being; (3)
teen high risk behaviors; and (7)

child and family demographics; (2)
child health; (4) child safety; (5) education; (6)
juvenile justice. The first part of the

data book summarizes findings in the areas listed above. Findings include the
following: the state has seen slow growth in population; an estimated 23
percent of Indiana families with children are headed by a parent with no
spouse present; in 1995, 24 percent of the state's children were living in
low-income families with working parents; infant mortality in Indiana, after
reaching a record low in 1995, is increasing; the dropout rate for Indiana
has continued to drop, reaching 2.8 percent in 1997-98; the proportion of
births to unmarried women continues to rise; and births to teen mothers in
Indiana are declining. The bulk of the data book contains state and county
profiles for the indicators, as well as definitions and data sources. The
data book concludes with the Indiana Youth Institute's blueprints for healthy
development, which include building positive relationships, spirit and

character, and economic independence.
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