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The Complex Issues Facing Your Community
and Business Require Geographic Knowledge

Dear Business or Civic Leader:

The National Council for Geographic Education is dedicated to
promoting the highest standards of geographic education in our
nation’s schools. We undertake this mission because we believe
that geographic ignorance is damaging to the country’s long-term
well being. This pamphlet explains why we invite you to join our
effort to improve geography education.

Global processes tie our nation to international networks of supply
and demand. A car manufactured by a U.S. firm contains many
imported components, and U.S. manufactured computers are sold
world-wide. For this reason and others, an industrial firm
executive recently noted: “Geographic literacy is now a requisite
for the work force in the same sense as reading and mathematics.”

On the local level, planning decisions affect all businesses as well
as individual citizens. Geographic knowledge is essential for
informed decision-making on these crucial issues.

The 3,900 members of the National Council for Geographic Education
welcome your involvement in stimulating better geography teaching
and learning. You are invited to contact us for additional help to
improve geography education in your community.

Sincerely,

Ruth I. Shirey
Executive Director
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Geography students can evaluate important issues.

@ Business is directly affected by planning decisions. A
good background in modern geography prepares students
to understand and contribute to debate on local and
regional planning, resource utilization, environmental
conservation, and land use.

Geography training is career training.

@ Skills gained by geography students can prepare them for
many kinds of careers such as: teacher, urban and region-
al planner, land use planner, natural resources
analyst/manager, environmental evaluator, retail and
wholesale location analyst, cartographer, remote sensing
specialist, geographic information systems
technician/analyst, tourism and travel planner, real estate
sales and appraisal agent, and consultant.

FYBU Can“Hél

. Geography Ed 'ation in Community

 Here are some ways that you, or organizations to which
you belong, might support geographic education in your
community. These suggestions only scratch the surface;
you and your associates may be able to think of more
suitable alternatives for your community. Before engag-
ing in any of these activities, check with local school offi-
cials about their curricula, policies, and any special needs
or priorities they may have.

@® Personal involvement —informally discuss your interest in
geography education with school leaders at meetings of
civic organizations or elsewhere. Ask school officials about
the status of geographic education programs in local
schools and the qualifications of geography teachers.

@ Civic group projects—take on improvement of geography
education as an organization activity.

‘to Insure Qualit'y‘”r:

® Equipment donations—contribute out-of-date computers,
especially if they are equipped to run and print graphics
programs (such contributions qualify for a federal tax
deduction). Other types of equipment may also be useful;
contact local school officials to find out their needs.
Magazines and other publications of geographic interest
such as National Geographic Magazine may be welcome,
along with maps and similar items.

® Financial support—give funds to support college scholar-
ships, summer teacher training programs, study abroad,
prizes for winners of geography competitions, or field
trips and other appropriate out-of-class student activities.

@® Mentorships, apprenticeships, or similar career training or
orientation programs—arrange for students to work with
mapping or surveying companies, environmental or plan-
ning consultants, government planning agencies, or other
appropriate organizations.

@ Volunteering—help to organize and conduct educational
competitions such as the National Geography Olympiad
and the National Geographic Society Geography Bee.

@® Public relations—promote geographic education pro-
grams and publicize student and faculty achievements.

® Citizens advisory positions—run for the local school
board, serve on committees to improve geography
instruction, or help to implement the National Geography
Standards in local schools.

National Council for Geographic Education
Leonard Hall, 16A
Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Indiana, Pennsylvania 15705
Tel: (412) 357-6290
FAX: (412) 357-7708
http://multimedia2.freac.fsu.edu/ncge/
6 clmccard@grove.iup.edu
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