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ABSTRACT

For over 50 years, the primary goal of Smokey Bear
has been to introduce the forest fire prevention message to young
children. This learning kit provides the K-3 teacher with activities
and resources to help students learn about Smokey Bear and fire
safety, about forests as habitats, and about what they can do to
protect forests. Students are involved in six whole group and five
individual activities that include stories to act out, a game, and
things to make and do. Each activity contains objectives, activity
summary, grade level, materials, instructions, and teacher
reproducible worksheets. Teacher background materials include
information on Smokey Bear's story, forest fire, the forest as
habitat, protecting habitats, and a list of 14 additional resources.
A poster and puzzle accompany the learning kit. (12)
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In 1994, Smokey Bear turns 50! Fcr a half century, Smokey has been
helping children and adults protect forest. and xvildlands from careless fire. With this kit, your students in celebrate Smokey's
message using a variety of engaging activities that include a
dramatic play, stories, and games. Tnrough these activities, students
will learn about Smokey Bear, about forests as habitats, and about
what they can do to protect our forests.
Goals of Smokey Bear's "_earning Kit

Grades K-3

This kit encourages children to:
recognize Smoker Bear as a symbol of forest fire prevention
understand the importance of forest habitats and the importance
of preventing careless fires in those habitats
take pride in their own responsible behavior toward fire
This publication has been developed by the USDA Forest Service and the Smithsonian
Institution's Office of Elementary and Secondary Education.
Issued September 1993.
Writer: Meryl Hall

Illustrations: Mike McConnell
Design: Porter/Novelli
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TEACHER BACKGROUND
Smokey Bear's Message

Smokev Bear has been teaching people about preventing unwanted forest
fires for 50 years. The first Smoke)! Bear symbol was introduced in a
poster created by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Forest Service's Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention Program in 1944. He
was a poster bear drawn wearing jeans and a campaign hat. To this day,
Smokey and his famous slogan, "Remember, only YOU can prevent forest
fires," are recognized aroundthe world.
The lessons and activities
in thiS kit were designed for

tne classroom teacher of
kindergarten and the first.
second, and third grades.
Teaching the kit does not
require expertise in environmental science or fire safety.

The kit provides a variety of
lessons that include both individual and whole group activi-

In 1950, a forest fire burned through the Lincoln National

Forest in New Mexico. After the flames were out, firefighters
found a badly burned bear cub clinging to a blackened tree.
They rescued the cub and took him to a ranger station Nvhere his
burns were treated and he was nursed back to health. The cub was
named Smokey and became the living symbol of forest fire prevention.
Smokey was then taken to the Smithsonian Institution's National Zoo in
Washington D.C., where millions of people have visited him over the years.

ties. There is a game to play

stories to act out, and things
to make and do. Except for
common matenals like blank
paper, crayons, and glue,
everything necessary to do

Today there is no longer a living Smokey, but the Smokey Bear symbol
continues to teach people to be careful with fire and to prevent carelessly
caused fire from destroying our forests. Forests are important as sources
of wood products, as places of recreation, and as natural habitats.

the activities is provided. In

addition to the lessons, the kit
includes a colorful poster that
may be combined with the
children's work to make a
classroom display or bulletin
board as well as a puzzle to
be used in an activity center
or free play area.

To the right are some facts
about Smokey Bear. fire. and
forest habitats that you may
find useful as you use this kit
A reading list and list of addl.

tional classroom resources
are provided at the end of
this guide.

What Is Fire?

Fire starts when a fuel, such as wood, leaves, paper, or gasoline, reaches
its "ignition temperatur" and combines with oxygen in the air. Many
things can cause a fuel to reach its ignition temperattire including
matches. Once a fire has started, the burning reaction occurs quickly,
giving off its own heat.
Fire in the Forest

Forest fires can result from both natural causes and human carelessness.
Although some forest communities are adapted to periodic fire and can
actually benefit from carefully controlled burning (some pine cones,
for example, arc stimulated to open and drop their seeds 'hen
can he very destructive.
exposed to a fire's heat),

R
or e\drnple, 011(e IRV,' are biliThs(1

1k11 t111(1 olhcr animals that live in them. Valciahle

streams
111

Va, Soil COI) erode' and Ci)Oke

recreation areas. scenic landscapes, arul 01 11-ter forest htsnef its lost in d lire
111(.1\' never he restored.

The Forest as Habitat

I.ikc other kinds ell natural areas such as prairies, ponds, beaches. and
habitats 101" 111(111V kinds of wild animals. An animal's
deserts. 1OR'StS
Ildhilat is its home the place \\ here the animal finds the food, miler,
(111(1 shelter it needs to survive

t,)es
,,,1 other plants that
(crest
shat live there. For example, grouse. red sciciii(1)(, iv.,), 01
rels. hobcals. and snowshoe hares live in northern coniferous forests.
thich are Hued

it h spruce (Inc( lir trees. An eastern hardc\ood forest has

dccr. 1.1.11-keS, (Ind grey squiroak, maple. and hcc h treys. I icn:
refs make their homes. lVeslern mountain forest,. of lodgepole and pon-

a

derosa pine are 1101110 to elk. 11-1111e (leer. (11)(1 Clark duel

griiilv

hears. The

trot, (Intl other 1)L-it', in these forests provide animals with places to nest,
1.(.(1. Cloy, and raise I heir \ oung.
Protecting Habitats

811

arc just (1s important to people as the\ are to cc ildlifc. For CN,1111-

I

ple, people depend on these Ft-Mural Cornmunities lor

ood produc Is dud

beings, "ts depend on
to "gel
bout it oil." Ind ilk(
forests Ion cruc jot eiwironrnentd1 services. .\mong other things. trees and
1)1,1,e`,

other plants produce oxygen and help keep the Earth's atmosphere in
111

a
a
a
a

balance h\ absorbing carbon dioxide.

1)C0i)le need to protect and kvisely manage forests and e\er\ habitat so that
can continue to enjoy the triony
animals mud liumcms
c.\er\-one
I its lorc,ts pro\icic Tlw Forest Ser\oicc and the Smithsonian Institution
hd\ c produced this kit to help you. as an educator. present the message oI

forest prole( lion and lire salet to our students
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SMOKE' BEAR'S STORY
Objectives:
Recognize Smokey Bear
as a symbol of forest fire
prevention.

Name some of the living

Instructions:
1:0

eac h child, cut a blank 8

I

.2" N 11- piece 01 paper into fourths. as

a

'shown below. Give cdch child the lour strips of paper, d (Op of pdge
and art supplies.

things that depend on forests.

!lave the c hildren tape together the lour strips of blank paper at the short
ends. ;(\1.. hove them color the 12 1,-)0m.-, on pow 5. cut them out. dnd

Activity:
Place events in sequence to
tell a story and make an

"accordion book."

paste the boxes in order onto the long, taped strip of paper. Then have
them klid the strip like an accordion,
separating edch pic lure

Grades:
K-3

Group:

Tape Here

onto its own -pdgc."
have them
tape the folded book
on the left hand side,
its shown.

Individual

First graders and older hildren cdn put the boxes in order before taping
them onto the strips. I lelp them to do this b asking them, "What do

Materials:
copy of page
for each child

vou think happens next Kindergorten
'tea( hers may number the pi( tures
Ids shown below I to help the
children put the story in ordei

5

blank paper
scissors
tape

:11

paste-711crayons

8

5 10 6

ot_111

2

cir.fro
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"Remember, only YOU can
prevent forest fires."

Forests are home to trees, shrubs,
and wildflowers.

We can protect the forest from
careless fire.

People use the forest,
too.

"Be sure campfires are out cold
before leaving the forest."

"Now I teach children and
grownups how to protect forests
from careless fire."

"I'm Smokey Bear. When
I was a cub, a fire burned
the forest where I lived."

.

.

.and small animals.

8

Why should we protect forests?

SMOKEY BEAR'S SAFE CAMPFIRE
Instructions:

Objectives:

Falk about the rules fora sale campfire. Children should know that milt/

Describe the rules for
building a safe campfire.

-',1.0".1.1uPs may bulk' and put out Iircs- A :41.°""11) should always keep
(vatch over the fire. too. Rut children can know and encourage grownups

Describe how grownups
can safely extinguish fires.

to follow the rules for a safe Campfire. And children can help grownups

rActivity:

by clearing a circle of safety, gathering kindling, or carrying water.

Discuss the rules for a safe

To oc t out the rules 101' a Sall: campfire. have all the children sit in a circle

campfire.

Grades:
K-3

_J

on the floor. Make the circle I O feet across. the diameter of the cleared
circle of safety around any campfire. Then stand in the center of the
circle. Using sticks as props. pretend vou are about to build a fire. Ask
the children what else you need to do to build a sale Campfire. kncourage

Group:

them to st.1(,),gest safety rules as well, such (1S checking lor a level site.

Whole group

clearing away leaves and twigs. and having water handy. Ask them.
"What am I forgetting?" until they mention all the safely rules.

Materials:
optional: bucket
optional: sticks

Mien it i5 time to put out the fire. remind the ( hildren that grownups
must do this job. not children. Ask them to tell You how to put it out
correctly. Alter pretending to pour water on the flames. say "I still see a
little steam" or "Listen, it's still siiiling." It may take ,,everal dousing!"
and stirrings to he sure a tire is "out cold"!

BEST COPY AVAILABI E

Smokey Bear's Safe Campfire Rules

Lots of people use outdoor fires for cookouts and camping. Everyone can
help Smokes' protect forests, parks, and other outdoor places by learning
campfire saletv. !fere are sonic rulesfor a sate campfire:
I

.

5.

U
111

I fel) a grownup pick an open, level spot for the campfire.
Help check lor oerho-,ging tree branches.
I felp clear away dr% leaves, tkvigs. and grass to make

Ia-foot circle of safety around the campfire.
4. I lave water hand before stortin,u, the fire!
!lave a grownup start the fire.
6. Remind the t4rownup to add one stick di d
time to control the size of the fire.
Remember that running and playing
near the campfire is unsafe!
8.

SUR' a grownup is kIlldyS

watching the lire.

111

When it's time to put out a campfire,
be sure it's out!
1.

111

5

5

sprinkle %oter
ei all harts of We lireand gently
stir the remains of the lire.
,u re the grownup
sprinkles \voter and stirs
again until all steaming
and svzlin have
stopped. Help by looking
and list
Remind the grownup never to
leave a fire until he or she is
I lave' d

'AIR' it is out (.01(1!

111

REST COPY AVAIL AR1
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CAREFUL CAMPFIRE CIRCLE GAME
instructions:

OL jective:

0 version (II "hot potato" dial will help VOW' Si ll(1C11( reViel% and

Evaluate actions and

behaviors with regard

rC111C1111/Cr Sails 011(1

IV-Kite dC(1011ti d11(1 (1C11k1V1(WS 01-0l111(1 Cd1111)111-CS.

to camp.ire safety.

Ar.tivity:
Play a

;le game using safe

and unsafe campfire facts.

\ up (lie sole and unsafe
Copy the lists helm\ onto 0 blackboard or poster.
behaviors ond don't label \V111( h is which. I lolp the c hildren decide as a
group which (11111',S are sale and xvhich are unsafe. Mork them vit h a
Or -1 rownv
plus (+1 or minus (-). or \\ ills 'smile\"

(To [mike d long-lost ing

Grades:

make d Copy of page I).

the

then c ut out and laminate the cards. Apply magnetic tape to the card
ha( ks so that L hildren can orronge the cords on o magnetic board.)

2, 3

Group:

Alter identifying sale 111(1 (111Sdk` htsIldV101-`,, all mit the cards on page 9

Whole group

and pia( e them in a had. have the children sit in o ( in le and start passing
the potato or other object to the right. Pull a cord out of the bog and read

Materials:
copy of page
for each child

aloud II the card des( rihes d sale (1C111\101", the person holding the
1)01.110 should keep passing it to the right. II the cord Best riyes something
unsafe. he or she should switch dIld pass the 1)0(0(0 (0 (11C (CR. (111C whole
it

(

41111111

potato
(or other small object)

optional: plastic laminate

group can -coat h" the child who has the potato.)
Safe:

Unsafe:

Be sure a grownup watches the campfire.
2. Be sure the fire is out cold before leaving.
3. Only a grownup should putout the campfire.
4. Clear a 10-foot circle of safety around the campfire.
5. Have water handy at the
campfire.
6. If you spot a wildfire, tell a
grownup.
7. Have a grownup build the
campfire on level ground.
8. Keep the campfire small.
9. Give matches to a grownup.

1.

1.

optional: magnetic tape

1,k

Play near the campfire.

a Leave the campfire before its out cold.
3.
4.
5.
6

7-41111.

Wear loose clothing near the campfire.
Build the campfire under low branches.
Build the campfire on a hillside.
Let the fire go out by itself

Ilk Ar

v

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Leave the

Give

If yOU spot

campfire before

matches to

a wildfire,

a-grown u-p

.

telt a-graw-n-up.

Be sure the fire

a

a

Wear loose

Have water

a
a
a
a

clothing near
the campfire.

handy at the
campfire.

leaving.

Let the
by itself.

Only a grownup
should put out
the campfire.

Build the
campfire
on a hillside.

Ha\;.e a grownup

Play

Be sure .a grownup

build the campfire
on level ground.

near the
campfire.

watches the
campfire

Clear a 10-foot circle

Keep the

of safety around
the cam

campfire

.

Is out cold before

a
a

fire go out

a
a
a.

a

a
a
a

111

a

"41414111
campfire -under
low branches.

.

CAREFUL CAMPFIRE/
CARELESS CAMPFIRE
Objective:
Identify safe and unsafe

actions and behaviors with
regard to campfires.

Instructions:
HIS(' ((ilk Vith vour students about "Smokev Rear's Sale Cam 1)1 re Ru k's
(see

Activity:

I iviiv 2). Then pcISS out COOCS

l page I I.

I

IdVC V01.111(,2,C1'

Chil(lren

1)0f nt to what's sole and what's not sale in the hvo pictures as you discuss

Point out or list examples
of careful and careless
campfires.

lire safety. I lave older children make d list of safe and unsafe elements

first; then discuss their ideas. Afterwards. give students time to color their
pict It res.

Grades:
K-3

Group:
Individual

Materials:
copy of page
for each child
crayons

S

11

a

desr-i_mn
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A Careful Campfire

is

a
a

4:f.0

a
a

a

a
a
a

a
a

a

a

A Careless Campfire

tmOgliV

etD

Cr

er kat=li;fatiz
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A PARTICIPATORY STORY
Instructions:

Objective:

Read aloud the follow ng story. Vhen you read the underlined words, act

Name some of the forest
animals that Smokey helps

out the animal actions and have your students ad. them out with vou.

to protect.

Activity:
Act out a read-aloud story
about the forest.

[-Grades:

T
J

"Mr./Ms. (your name) 's Class Goes to the. Forest"

grade class is

Its `I line morning, and Mr. /Ms-

going for a kvalk in the forest. Everyone knows how to

very quiet

-(put finger to lips) so as not to scare the \\.ikl creatures living here.

K, 1

And everyone knows how to look

Group:
Whole group

a
a
S

(put land on forehead). listen

(cup hand to ear), and even smell

(sniff) for clues that can

a

help us spot some of the forest animals.

1 Materials:
elWhat a I./C(111111111 clay.
none required

.111C sun is shining

(put hands overhead in

..3 "ball "), and a gentle breeze nutters the leaves of the tall trees

S

(rustle pieces of paper). Where will we see our first animal?
I see a squirrel scampering up a tree

(Walk linger; upward).

The animals arc all busy finding their breakfast. Listen

(cup bane_!

to car), there's a woodpecker pecking for insects in a tree
V(kno( k sharply (111 desk or table). And down the hill three

12:

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

/5

a
a
a

(scratch

LI rke\--, are scratc hind in the leaves for tasty acorns
111

a

lingers on lap).

(stamp feet). The trees keep

Let's wall. deeper into the forest

the forest cool and shady. I see something big. Shall we go closer

(pat hands skmly on

(nod head yes)? Slowly, slowly

a

a
a
111

thighs). Oh my, it's a big black hear looking for beetles and grubs in an old

stump. He doesn't peck at the wood like a woodpecker. Ile tears the stump
(rip .1t air with hands)! Whew. Let's w.alk in the

apart eVith his claws

a

other direction.

III

I'll need everybody to help me roll over this rotting log so we can look

underneath. ()K. everybody, push

a

(push at air with hands).

L'mph, there it goes. All the beetles are scurrying

awavii. *(run fingers

a across table). And there's a little garter snake slithering through the leaves

a

(slither arm). Let's roll the log back in place.
(pull toward You). Good job!

Everybody pull
1111

a

Who smells something

a
a
a

hands cluic kly on thighs)!

a

(sniff)? Yuck, it's a skunk.

I think IS time to go home. Here we go

(stamp feet or pat

That was fun. Are forests a .2,00(.1 place for animals to live

(nod head

(nod head yes)?

yes)? Are forests worth protecting from fire

Do you think we sa all the animals that live in the forest.

(shake

head no)' 11'e deserve a big round of applause for being such good forest

a

Os1,-

tors

0

teci-opc

c

Lip hap,j,)1

a
a The End

a

16
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HOMES IN THE FOREST
Objectives;
Describe some of the
places within forests where
animals live.

Explain why it is important
to protect forests.

love the Children shore ideas about Idiot they might see in a forest.

a

Ask them where they think animals might !mike their homes in o fOrest
(hollow tree, underground den, nest on branches. under. log).
Explain that we need to protect forests so animals will have places
to make homes.

Activiitr.;
Find and mark animal homes

I lave the children find and mork an N on the onimol homes on page I 5

in a picture of a forest.

Extension: Act It Out!

riYadeS:
K-2

Individual

iVilateriaPs!

Turn %.our classroom into a forest by haying your students pretend to

be animals living in the different homes there. First have the children
suggest places animals could live: under o desk. on d chair. under a table,
on a table, in o closet, behind a shell. Let the children curl up in a den
in any spot they choose (and you think is sole!): Count how many
different kinds of homes the children created in your room. Remind the
children that the many kinds of animals in a forest also find many
different types of shelter there.

a

a
a

copy of page
for each child
pencils

or crayons

S
S

a
a
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LAYERS-OF-THE-FOREST
Objectives:
Describe the layers of a

r

I Instructions:

a

I lere',, how to make d fli1X had:

forest.

(11)(111 Id \VI'S A. II, (, and I) olon!..; the (lashed lines (imgc,, I8 onci 10).

I

Name some of the plants-

and animals that live in

LIPCI-TART

2.

(.

tog,etlier two 01- more plc( cs

ivdt(.. a Ironic 101- t h(s Ililx liart tiv

01 (onstru(-lion paper ((leixn(ling on the site 01 tl-ic paper) along the

each layer.

lolui edge.

I Activity:

t()1) of the It-atile. 1.in uf) h liel»)% A anti

(slut the lop et1.,,c ()I A near

glue it in place )11()Iig the lop otigt.

Cut and paste a forest
flipchart.

Lints (I

("tit

[Grades:

C and I) ond glue their top (tlgtsi, in plot o
,d)(stst,. I..,

F. G. on(l I I (pdge 2()).

6. Glut' cm' Lye the follt)vitig sheets under the 101lowinglavers: 1-: 1111(1(1.

2, 3

dild I

A, I:

I

1.111dCr

a
a
a
a
a

rill in Ill( luieti or) siltcl,, F. through II \\li the mime~ ()I the

7.

Group:

oppropriale
out die (111i111(11S 011 ihig 21 tint! s_41ti then) into the turret t 1(11'lS,

8.

Individual

then c0101. \'0l11' nip( hall.

[Materials:
copy
for
each
of pages
child

crayons

18 21

a
a
a
a

ASZI1

or markers

a-

construction paper

16
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a
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II

11

Is ON .11 IF: FORLST FLOOR?

II

IN -1.111-: SIIRLRS?

11 8

Is IN THE SOIL?

II II

IOSE I ION 11-..

H

G

lc N..

WHOSE HOME Is

\1'II0S1: HOME Is IN TM TRF:F.S?

\

F

E

IONS
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FOREST HABITAT PANTOMIME
Objectives:

I

Describe the layers of the
forest.

Name some of the plants

Instructions:
fide(' 111e (

talk alh(1111

anti animals.

devlop a HSI., 5(1(11 as (lie 011(' he101e, of 1)1(111ts (111(1

forest lovers. I This is only 0 1)01-ii01 list. Find

and animals that live in each

cmjn),115 (1),1t fivt in (iii

layer.

out what animals live in your area. (111(1 d(1(1 Spel

Act out some of the animals

that dI appropriate

dividing t he lorest into lavers it 1\111 he easier to rcin(m-

in cat h laver).

.1. Activity:

both plants

hat liVeS in d !crest.

bey the rnari plants and animals that live there. Aftcr t)u make up the
list, choose a child to represt.nt each animal or plant.

and plants that live in
different forest layers.

Ilk When e\ ervonc has d 1)(11:1 to 1)1(1V, lake I he

Group:
Whole group

f Materials:
A staircase in the
school building
or bleachers

j

C(111 out the 1)(111S, 11.0111 (Op to hOtt0111, have the

elliklIV11 '2,0 lo-the appropriate -forest lover- for

habitat) for their plant or animal. Then haw the children
t out or pontornime thcir forest "thdrautcrs.-"Ioking a photograph VOL !Id
he d (2)(xl WdV ((I preserve

optional: camera

S

a

and idler recall the cvcnt!

Life in the Layers:
I\ 1111 `,( )11: dulls. (110111(1111.S. rabbits. i!The( I 1(111'0e, 111(11(1.1\11111Th
) \ 1111

I

1)((11'1, heel ICs, (leer, Ions, skunks, snails, ,a-takes,

( )R1 `,1 11( )(

',1)1(1(`I'S. (1.11-ke \ s, turtles, 1%11(1 ) i(11Ver,

Titter,

IN
or stage risers to use
as a "layered" set

S

group to the bleachers. risers, or stops. As you

Grades:
2, 3

a
a
a

\ 1111

1R1 I

Iltil

111',(A K, 01\1S,

songbirds, squirrels
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S
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a

SMOKEY BEAR

COLORING PAGE

a
a

a
DEAR PARENTS..

List three ways to prevent
forest fires.

Share forest fire prevention
facts with an adult.

a
a
a

.

I love the c hildren shore aloud what they have learned about campfire
safety and preventing forest fires. Then pass Out copies of page 2S. The
hildren can shore what they've learned with their parents by listing
several thinc!,s they kno\ about forests and forest lire prevention. I ii1VC,
(Ire and color the letter.
CdCh child sign the letter above Smokey's

listing three things each child

Fur 0LII1V, children. hove the group deckle which three things are most
important. Then lilt out one letter and copy it for each child to sign. color,

has learned from Smokey

and take home.

Complete a letter to parents

a
S

a
a

Bear.

K-3

Ala

Whole group or inai.vidual
StnAs

a
U

1.10)11

(414

S

a

copy of page
for each child
pencils

ome

SLaker

4

ve
okeeAk1

Ifratileolie
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N
A BIRTHDAY CARD FOR SMOKEY
Objective:
Describe some of the ways
to protect forests from fire.

Activity:

instructions:
I Ire's

lVdV to SUM

lvhot your group has lean-.(1 from this kit. Teti the

children thdt Smokey Bear has been teal( hing children and grownups to be

birthday cards lor Smoke

for Smokey Bear.

K-3

Group:

S
S

cdreful with fire for 50 Years, and Thal your group will be making some
.

U

Complete a birthday card

Grades:

a

of page 27 or paw 28, dependin On thc ogc of your
students. flay(' the students fold the cards

she dashed lines. [lave

l'hev would like to see or do

votmg, children draw as pit lure

a

in d forest ond have older children draw d pi( RIRe and write down one

thing they have learned about protecting forests from lire. Have the chitdreri`color the cards and send them to Smokey at the following address:

Individual

Materials:

Smokey Bear
c/o Smithsonian Institution
Office of Elementary and Secondary Education
Arts and Industries Building, Room 1163
MRC 402
Washington, D.C. 20560

copies of page
for young children
copies of page
for older children

S

a
S

L.

crayons
markers

a

pencils

U
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Dear Smokey,

Were is
Some-Hil ir

would

I

r

ke ±-0

do o'r see,
A -Pore sf
4101eIrn

Om

from

e4%
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THE STORY OF SMO
The War Years

B

.

Smokey Bear has been teaching people to be careful
with fire for half a
century, but the idea of preventing carelessly caused fires
came even
before Smokey's time. With_the.advent_of

Americansfeared that enemy attack or sabotage could
destroy our forest resources at a time when there was a
great need for wood products.
As a result of this concern, the USDA Forest Service
organized the Cooperative Forest Fire Prevention (CFFP)
Program
in 1942, to encourage citizens nationwide to make
a personal effort to prevent forest fires. To help convey this concept
to the public, the Forest Service asked the Wartime
Advertising Council and State Foresters for help.
Recognizing that civilians could help protect the timber that
was important for battleships, gunstocks, and military packing crates, together they began a campaign asking people to
help prevent forest fires.
In 1944, a forest fire prevention poster featuring Walt
Disney's Bambi
was released. The poster was extremely popular, and its
success showed

that a forest animal %vas the best
messenger to promote the prevention of carelessly caused forest
fires. So, the Forest Service, State
Foresters, and the Wartime
Advertising
Council introduced a bear
named "Smokey"
as the campaign symbol. On
August 9, 1944, Smokey's first
poster carried the caption
"Smokey says: Care will prevent

1957

9 out of 10 forest fires!"
(See poster above.)

33

As the campaign grew, Smokey reached out to
Americans from roadside billboards, from magazines and newspapers, arid from messages broadcast over hundreds of radio stations. After World
War 11, the Wartime Advertising Council changed
its name to The Advertising Council and continued promoting the Smokey Bear campaign. The
creative energy behind Smokey's message has been
volunteered through the years by the advertising
agency Foote, Cone and Belding. Smokey's image
may have changed a little over the years, but his
popularity continues-to grow.
54.

A Live Bear

A significant chapter in Smokey Bear's long history
began early in 1950, when a burned cub survived a
terrible fire in the Lincoln National Forest near Capitan, New Mexico.
With the help of forest rangers, army soldiers, and many others, the little
cub was rescued and nursed back to health. He was sent to live at, the
National Zoo in Washington, D.C., as "a gift to the school children of
America.' Here he became a living
counterpart to the fire prevention
symbol seen in posters.

Over the years, thousands of people from around the world visited
Smokey at the
National Zoo.
Soon Smokey
acquired a mate,
Goldie, and later an adopted son.
In 1976 the aged bear died. His
remains were returned to New

1976

34

i co-and -now- rest-beneath-a -s -tone marker- -i -n -SmokerBear State-Park,

For I 6 more years the adopted "little Smokes" carried on as a living sym-

bol of forest fire prevention. In 1990, when the second Smokey died, the
living symbol was also laid to rest.
Smokey Bear Reaches Out

1952, Congress passed the Smokes, Bear Act, Public Law 359, which

protects the name and image of this famous forest fire-prevention symbol. Royalties from the sale of
licensed Smokey Bear items are

returned to the Forest Service to help
forest fire prevention efforts across

the country.
Also in 1952, the Junior Forest Ranger

Program began. Children who participated received an application along

1982

with a Smokes Bear stuffed toy.
By 1955, Smoke), was receiving so

much mail that he was given his
own address and ZIP code:
Smokey Bear Headquarters,

Washington, D.C. 20252.
Smokey Bear Today

For over 50 years, the primary goal of Smoke}, Bear has been to introduce

the forest fire prevention message to young children. They are eager to

listen to stories about the bear who tries so hard to help save our forests
and wildlands from careless-fire. Smoke), Bear continues to remind us

that "Only YOU can prevent forest fires."

R4 FT COPY AVAILABLE

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Books for Children

Fire (1988). Edward E.-Datib; ltaintree-Children'sliaeks, Mil Waukee.
Fire? Fire! (1984). Gail Gibbons; Thomas Y. Crowell, New York.
Photographic Essay Book
The Great Yellowstone Fire (1990). Carole G. Vogel and Kathryn A., Goldner; Sierra

Club Books/Little, Brown & Co., San Francisco.
Teacher References

.S. Fire Administration, Federal Emergency.
Management Agency, P.O. Box 70274. Washington, D.C. 20024.
Sesame Street Fire Safety Materials. U.S. Fire Administration, Federal Emergency

Teaching Fire Safety Through Exhibits.

Management Agency, P.O. Box 70274, Washington, D.C. 20024.
Firefighters (1979). Anne Feldman; David McKay Co., Inc., New York.
Natural Fire - Its Ecology in Forests (1979). Lawrence Pringle; William Morrow & Co.,
New York.
Forest Fires: An Introduction to Wild land Fire Behavior, Management, Firefighting and Previntion

(textbook/1991). Margaret Fuller; Wiley. New York.
(Peterson Field Guides) (1988). John C. Krichner and Gordon Morrison,

Eastern Forests

Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston.
Western Forests (Audubon Society Nature Guides Series) (1985). Charles Elliott; Knopf.

Guest Speakers

Smoke). Bear (in costume) can visit your classroom with a representative of the USDA
Forest Service. Contact the nearest Forest Service office. Look for a listing in the gov-

ernment section of the phone book under United States Department of Agriculture.
A State Forester can also speak to your group about forest fire prevention. A representative from a State department of natural resources may be able to talk to your children about forest habitats. Contact your State departments of agriculture, forestry. or
natural resource.

Colleges and universities with departments of forestry, biology, or environmental science may have instructors or graduate students who would enjoy speaking to your
class about your local forest habitats.
Field Trips

A visit to a local park. forest, or nature center will give
hildren a chance to explore a forest habitat and encourage them to cart' about protectfilg forests from careless lire.

36

USDA policy prohibits
discrimination based on
race, color, national origin,
sex, age, religion, or
handicapping condition.

_

Any person who believes
that he or she has been
discriminated against
in any USDA-related

activity should immediately contact the
Secretary of Agriculture,
Washington, D.C. 20250.
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