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PREFACE

We live inan exciting, rapidly changing, and challengingworld - aworld highly dependent upon
science and technology. Because our world is changing so rapidly we sometimes fail to
recognize that much of what we today take for granted as common, everyday occurrences
existed only in the imaginations of people just afew short years ago. Advances in science and
technology have brought many dreams to fruition. Long before you become a senior citizen,
much of today’s “science-fiction” will, in fact, become reality. Recall just a few accom-
plishments which not too long ago were viewed as idle dreams:

® New biomedical advances have made it possible to replace defective hearts, kidneys and
other organs.

@ Thefirstair flight at Kitty Hawk lasted only few seconds. Now, a little over half acentury later,
space crafts travel thousands of miles and hour to explore distant planets.

@ Nucleartechnology - of interest a few short years ago because of its destructive potential -
could provide humankind with almost limitless supplies of energy for peace-time needs.

e Computertechnology has made it possible to solve insecond problems which only adecade
ago would require human lifetimes.

® Science and technology have brought us to the brink of controlling weather - even earth-
quakes - and other natural phenomena.

Moreover, the changes which we have beenexperiencing and to which we have beome accus-
tomed are occurring at an increasingly rapid rate. Changes, most futurists forecast, will con-
tinue and, infact, even accelerate as we move into the 21st Century and beyond. But, as Barry
Commoner has stated, “There is no such thing as a fiee lunch.” These great advances will not
be achieved without a high price. We are now beginning to experience the adverse effects of
our great achievements:

e Our world's natural resources are being rapidly depleted.

® Our planet’s water and air are no longer pure and clean.

® Thousands of plants and animal species are threatened with extinction.
@ Nearly half the world’s population suffers from malnutrition.

Because science and technology have given us tremendous power, we are now confronted
with awesome responsibilities to use that power and ability wisely, to make equitable decisions
and tradeoffs, and to make valid and just choices when there are no absolute “right” alter-
natives.

You will soon become one of society’s decision-makers. Will you be able to improve upon the
decision-making of the past? Will you have acquired the skiils and abilities to deal with com-
nlex problems and to make effective and equitable long range decisions to create a better
world?

Thisbook has been prepared to help you function more effectively in 1 rapidly changing world.
Itis our hope that the contents and activitiesin this volume will help to prepare you to live life to
the fullest, in balance with Earth’s resources and environmental limiis, and to meet the chal-
lenges of tomorrow’s world.

Louis A. lozzi, Ed. D.
Cook College
Rutgers University

Peter J. Bastardo, Ed.D.
RCSU - Central
N.J. Department of Education
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What Is Technology?
- Introduction -

From the earliest times when humans fashioned their first tools, how they lived and the world
they lived in changed in many different ways. Tools extended human power and offered new
opportunities and techniques for survival. The development of farming tools and agricultural
knowledge, for example, made it possible for the once migratory hunters to establish perma-
nent settlements. Groups of small roving bands now hecame farming communities. An ag-
ricultural way of iife brought out new types and styles of social organizations, shelters, foods,
eating habits, and clothing. It required new forms of knowledge such as weights and measures
for the purposes of barter and engineering to build irrigation systems. The land of forests and
plains became transformed into checkerboards of planted rows, interlaced with canals carry-
ing water. The earth's environment thus took on new characteristics with the development of
new techniques, tools, and machines.

Throughout our history the development of new and more sophisticated iechnologies hashad
a major impact on the lives of humans. Without these advances, we humans might not exist
today as a species, and if we did, we would be relatively powerless, few in number, and of little
significance on planet Earth. But because of dramatic advances in science and technology
over the centuries, we have become - for better or worse -the rulers of planet Earth. But, if we
are to continue to exist - even grow and flourish further - we must take care to use our powers
responsibly and wisely.

Although technology has been an integral part of human existence since its beginning, we
tend to think of our modern times as the “age of technology”. Is this true, or have there been
many “ages of technology” in history? Consider the following questions.
What does the “age of technology” mean?
Doss technology today differ very much from technology of the past?
Since we tend to think of modern times as the “age of technology” is it because:
- we now use so many products made by machine?
- of the increased numbers of new inventions?
- machines have drastically changed the way we live and work?
- changes are taking place too rapidly?
- we have acquired more powerful tools?
One way we can examine the meaning of technology and its interrelationship with our lives is

tolookat some oftherecent technologicalinnovations that have emerged during the past cen-
tury. Conducting a “Technology Inventory” is an effective way of charting changes and effects.

A Technology Inventory
- Part A: Mass Production -

In this activity, you will first examine how one technology - Mass Production - has affected or
changed different areas of human activity. You will also consider the types of resources
required by the technology as well as the changes it has created. Some of the effects or conse-
quences areimmediately obvious, while others are not so obvious.A good way to approach this
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activity is to ask yourself, “What would life be like if this technology had not been developed?”
After completing the inventory for mass production, you will then have an opportunity to com-
plete an inventory for another technology.

Procedure
Acopyofthechart “Technology Inventory”(Handout 1) will be provided by your teacher.

There are three rows of boxes on the chart. The first row s for the category “Changes', the
next Is for the category “Resource Requirements”, and the third is entitled “Consequen-
ces". Each box in each row is also labelad.

The information for the first row 9* boxes under the category “Changes” (such as Individual,
Community, Busihess, Government) has been provided below under “Getting Started .. ".

Read the article “Information Atout Mass Production* and complete the inventory.

New Tuchnology: Mass Production

Considerthe”newtechnology” of mass production. One of the questionswe needto answer is,
“How has mass production affected or changed the individual, community, business, and
government?” Ycu might list tha following in the appropriate boxes:

Individual effects might include the following:
Work on assembly line is repetitive.
Work schedule is heavily regulated.

People pay less for mass-produced products.
More people enjoy labor-saving products.
Community effects might include the following:
Large factories replace small craft ,hops.

Industrial towns and cities are built.
People move from farms into industrial towns.
Business effects might include
greater efficiency,
need for large investments to build factories and purchase machinery,
rise of large corporations, and

standard product lines.

Government effects might include the following:
Laws need to be enacted to protect workers and ensure product safety.
New roads would be built.

Standard of living of country is raised.
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information about Mass Production

The items for the other categories will emerge as one begins to think about the processes,
materials, and structures needed for industrialization. Operating machines required large
quantities of energy; hence, factories were located near sources of power, or they generated
theirown power. if coal provided the fuel source, railroads had to be built totransport the coal. A
rapid means of communication needed to be developed so that supplies could be located and
ordered efficiently. Thefilling of orders and the delivery of goods alsodepended on acombina-
tion of new communication and transportation systems. With industrialization came develop-
ments intnhescientificorganization of work. It became important to know howtobest divide the
various tasks so that the production line would operate most efficiently. The accurate timing of
each task became acritical factor in the system, and “time and motion” engineers or efficiency
experts entered the factory scene. Industrialization depended upon large quantities of a
variety of raw materials. The mining of iron ore and steel-making reached new heights with
increased demands for machinery to produce goods. Mining left unsightly scars on the land-
scape. Manufacturing processes also produced wastes in the form of by-products, chemicals,
smoke, and so on. In the early days of industrialization, the disposal of wastes was of far less
concern than it is today. In recent years it has been recognized as a critical problem.

The human tresponse to indus-
trialization has been the subject of
many books, some research, and even
some movies. Workers flocked to
cities for new job opportunities and
higher wages. More people enjoyed
Joods that were once limited to the
rich because the assembly lines made
it possible to produce abundantly at
lower costs. However, there was a
growing feeling that work was no long-
er a creative and individual enter-
prise. Workers became tied to the
machine and became part of the
machine system. Although the machine
eased the burdens of some types of
work, it required workers to perform
othertasksinasystematic, repetitive
manner. On the positive side, mech-
anization shortened the working days .
and thus leisure time became a larger aspect of workers' lives.

- Part B: Other Technologies -
You will be provided with another copy of the Technoloyy Inventory chart.

Your teacher will assign you one of the technologies listed below. Applying some of the
strategies used iitcompleting Part A of this activity, as well as any others you can think of, com-
plete the Technology Inventory chart for the technology you were assigned by your teacher.

Automobiles Refrigerators

Airplanes Television

Electricity Skyscrapers

Telephones Fertilizers and Pesticides
Glass Copying Machines

Aftar completing vour Inventory, share your ideas with other members of your clast using the
following questions as a guide.
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Was anyone else in your group assigned the same technology? In what ways were your
ideas similar? Different? Do you disagree with any of the items >n their lists?

Were there any ideas that were common in all of the charts?
¥/hat were they?
In what ways did life change as the result of these new technologies?

What types of adjustments did people need to make in order to use the new technologies?
Do you think it was difficult to make these adjustments?

Did the application of the new technology depend upon other types of new developmants
(technologies)? ¥What are some of these technologies?

What new opportunities became available tc people as the result of this technology?
What do you think are the major benefits of modern technology? Explain.
What unpredicted changes do you think have been most harmful? Explain.

What is your definition of technology?




What Is Technology?
- A Definition -

The word “technology” is used in many ways. If we are to intelligently deal with the science-
technology-society issues included in this program, we must first agree on a meaning or
definition for “technology.”

Most frequently, “technology” is used when referring to anything manufactured by humans.
This would include such things as automobiles, televisions, airplanes, glass, furniture, books,
saxophones, and thousands of other manufactured items. Of course, this excludes all natural
objects such as trees, plants, rocks, minerals, iron, and water. How would you classify asheet of
plywood?

Sometimes “technology” is used to denote knowledge or “know how”. This definition refers to
the acquisition of the knowledge or the development of the methodology to manufacture dif-
ferent products. You have probably heard people say, “We have the technology to do the job.”
This simply means that we have the knowledge or “know how” to make a certain product.

X “Technology” is sometimes defined as every-
thing needed to manufacture a product. This
includes people, machinery, various resour-
ces, and processes. For example, to build a
bicycle frame, one would need the resource
steel (which is also a manufuctured product),
and machinery to form the steel into tubing,
bend it, and tihen weld the frame together. In
addition, people are needed to operate the
machinery. Stephen J. Kline at Stanford Uni-
versity also includes in this usage of “technol-
ogy” the legal, economic, political,and physical
environments.

While the last definition constitutes the com-
mon usage of the term “technology”, Professor
Kiine has added a fourth concept or definition:
“Sociotechnical System of Use”. This fourth
concept defines technology as the way we use manufactured articles. For example, “We
embody automobiles in a system of roads, gas stations, laws for ownership and operation,
rules of the road, etc., and use the combined system (automobilesand allthe rest) to extend our
capacity for moving vehicles and cur possessions about - transport. We manufacture violins,
pianos, drums, guitars, and other musical instruments. We then embody them in orchestras
and bands to extend the ways in which we make music.” (Kline, p. 3).

Thus, technology includes manufactured articles, knowledge and methodologies, people,
machinery, resources, and the processes necessary for manufacturing these articles. It aiso
includes legal, economic, and political consic . rations and the physical environment. Last, but
of critical importance, “technology” includes how sociotechnical systems are used. Without
such systems, the manufacturing of any article would have no purpose.

Clearly, the application of a technology has widespread and often ail- encompassing effects.
These effects influence and shape our social, economic, cultural, and political irstitutions.
Critics of technology have raised a number of questions:

Do we control technology or does technology control us?

Is technology developing so rapidly that we are unable to adjust to the changes?

15




Are the adverse effects of technology greater than their benefits?
Does the use of technology to solve a problem create more new problems?

Has technology made us more machine-like and less human?

While these questions have no simple answers, you can begin to examine some of the issues
raised by technology as you study and perform the activities included in this book.
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Decision-making In A High-Tech World

People go about solving problems and making decisions in many ways. While some people
weretaught strategiesin school, others may have developed their own strategies. While some
people use “intuition” or a “gut” feeling, others simply guess or use a “no strategy” ap-
proach.

A General Decision-making Model

One general and very useful model for making decisions is illustrated by the following dia-
grams (Figure 2-1):

A GENERAL
DECISION-MAKING MODEL

Gather data DEFINE THE PROBLEM Collect background

information
Ask others IDENTIFY ALTERNATIVES Search literature
Make a list Ask others
Identify risks QUANTIFY ALTERNATIVES Identify benefits
Look at short range Look at long range
Decide what is Decide what is
important important
Decision Tree APPLY DECISION AIDS Mod(_els
Judgment Gaming
Decision Matrix
Simulations
Choose an alternative DECISION

IMPLEMENT

Based, in part, on Hill et al. Making Decisions. A Multidisciplinary Introduction. Addison-Wesley
Publishing Company, Reading, Mass.

Let’s examine this model more closely.

Define the Problem

Thefirst step in decision-making is to carefully and accurately define the problem. Believe it or
not, this can be one of the most difficult aspects of decision-making. It has been said that once
you accurately define the problem, you are more than half way towards solving it. The margins
of the diagram give some clues on pioblem definition.

Identify Alternatives

Whenever you are confronted with a choice between two or more alternatives, you must

11
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decide which course of action to take. Sometimes the choices are obvious, but atother times
they are not. You might list as many possibilities as youcan. Be creative. At this pointin the pro-
cess, no possibility istoo far-fetched. Remember, youdon'twant to overlook anything. In doing
this, be sure you ask others for ideas.

Quantify Alternatives

In the previous step you listedalipossible alternatives. It is doubtful that you could, or would
want to, tiy out all of the possibilities. Therefore, you must now quantify or rule out those that
are not important to the problem solution. You must also weigh the relative importance of
those that are important. in doing this, for each alternative as you go through the list, re-
member to

identify risks,

identify benefits,

look at the short range,
look at the long range, and

decide what is important

Apply Decision Alds

There are many strategies available to help you make decisions. Some are fairly easy to use
whereas others are very complex and require the use of higher mathematics and even com-
puters. You should be able to use the following quite effectively.

Judgment - this is acquired over time and enhanced by experience.

Decision Tree - particularly useful when dealing with problems involvir.g a choice be-
tween only two alternatives.

Decision Matrix - particularly useful when dealing with problems involving several poss-
ible alternatives.

Models- the decision-making strategy described in this chapter is one example of a men-
tal or procedural model.

Gaming.
Simulations.
The decision tree and the decision matrix will be explained in detail in this chapter. They will

also be used in other chapters of this book. Gaming and simulations will be used inactivities in
other chapters and will be explained at that time.

Decision

A decision is the culmination of the process. Once a decision is made, there is often a strong
tendency to stick with it. While this is understandable, it can be very risky. Evenwhen you usea
model to help guide you carefully through a process, there is no guarantee that the decision
youarriveatis, infact, the best. No system is fonlproof. A mistake can be made at any point dur-
ingthe process. Hence, be on thelookout...thereis ncreason why youcan'tchange yourdeci
sion to a better one.

Implement This is it! Put your decision into action.

12




The Decision Tree

The decision tree can be very helpful insolving some problems. Basically, itisavisual display of
the decision-making process. Through quantification (using mathematics), the decision tree
helps organize and calculate the best choice. The model resembles a tree with branches
spreading out from nodes. Actually, there are two types of nodes. adecision node (represented
by a square) and cYoice nodes (represenied by circles).

In using a d=cision tree one generally utilizes the following procedure.

1. Structure the problem. Make sure you fully understand the problem. You mightevenfind it
helpful to write out as concisely as possible, what the key or basic question is.

2. Identify the significant decision actions that can be taken.

Choice A

< Choice B
Choice C

3. ldentify possible outcomes for each of the actions that could be taken.

Choice A

< Choice B

Choice C

A

4, Weight the negative consequences of the possible outcomes, e.g, 1, -2, -3, etc. If an out-
come is not negative, weight that negative outcome as 0.

5. Assign proizablity values. For each decision action, the maximum value can only be “1.0".
The possible outcomes are a percentage of the maximum of “1.0".

6. Calculate the best decision.
(A1)(B1) + (A2)(B2) + (A3)(B3)... = total.
The lowest score is the best choice.

<ust aword of caution. Decision trees are simply tools to help you make decisions. They do
not - and should not - actually make the decision for you. This tool will not make up for faulty
or unsound thinking on your part. You must decide what should be included at each step.
The end result - a recommended decision - is based on your thinking and the information
and data you provide at each step in this process.

13 QO
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Let's try an example

cue team - storm the aircraft and rescue the hostages.

What should the Pres-
ident do?

1. Structure the pro-
blem.
The problemis, how
can the President
rescue the hos-
tages without caus-
ing any deaths?

2. ldentify the signif-
icant decision ac-
tions that can be
taken. The Presi-
dent has decided
that there are only
two coursesthat he

. can take:

Attack

Do Not
Attack

3. Identify possible
outcomes foreach
of the courses that
can be taken.

to occur:
all hostages could be killed
some hostages could be killed
all hostages could be saved

These same outcomes could also occur even if
the President does nothing. That is, the skyjac-
kers might still kill all, some, or none of the
hostages.

Not too long ago, an American commercial airplane was skyjacked with all of the passengers
on board. The skyjackers forced the pilot toland the aircraft at an airport while they negotiated
their demands with the authorities. While the aircraft was on the ground, the President of the
United States contemplated having the “Delta Team” - atep notch military commandoand res-

In this case, if the President attacks the aircraft, three things could rasonably be expected

All Killed

/ Some Killed

\. All Saved

All Killed

/ Some Killed

All Saved




4. Weight the nngative consequsnces. Decision Action 1 - attack the aircraft There are 3
possible outcomes associatad with this choice. The worst one isto have all hostages killed,
the best is to save =il hostages. Hence, the following weighting:

all killed -2
some killed -1
allsaved -0

The same is true for Decision Action 2 - do not attack

5. Assign probabilility values. Now we must determina wha® in our best judgment, the pro-
babilility would be of each of the possible outcomesoc urring. Thisis purely amatter of judg-
ment here and based on the scanty information we have available.

Decision Actton 1 - Attack the aircraft.

There are 3 choices - the total probabilities cannot exceeu (1.0).

Ifthe President attacks, chances aie that some people will be killed, but itis doubtful that all
will be killed. Hence, a “fifty-fifty” chance seems likely. Thus P =.50.

The chance of all being killed is probably less than “fifty-fifty” - about .30.

The chance of all being saved is least likely, hence .20.

The same is done for the option do not attack.
The ratings here are

all killed = .2,

some killed = .3, and

all saved = 5.

6. Calculate the best solution.
Attack the aircraft: (-2)(.3) + (-1)(.5) + (0)(.2) = -1.1
Do not attack the aircraft: (-2)( 2) + (-1)(.3) + (O)(.5) = -.7
Tne best choice = Do not attack. This, by the way, was what the President did.
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Figure 2.2 Should the President send in the Delta Team?

Weight of Neg.

Consequences
all killed -2
/ (3)
/ _ some killed -1
\ (-5)
all saved 0
Attack (.2)
=1.1)
Do Not
Attack . )
Il kilied
-0.7 S a
some killed -1
\ (-5)
all saved 0

(-2)

Attack = (-2)(.3) + (-1)(.5) + (0)(.2) = -1.1
No Attack = (-2)(.2) + (-1)(.3) + (0)(.5) = -0.7*
*Lowest figure is best choice
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The Decision Matrix

The decision matrix is another helpful tool, particularly for solving more complex problems or
more complex decision-making.

Once a number of alternatives has been identified and understood in sufficient detail (e.g.,
once you have identified and quantified all alternatives), a decision matrix may be helpful. A
decision matrix is used most effectively when there are more than two alternatives, its ef-
ficiency increases as the number of alternatives increases. In the case of two alternatives, the
decisiontree seems towork outbest(remeniberthe previous example; the President had only
two choices). This discussion of the decision matrix tachnique will be presented in the context
of a case study. Put yourself in the position of the individual described.

Remember, asin the use of a decision tree, the decision matrix is simply a tool. It is ot a sub-
stitute for intelligent thinking. You are probably familiar with the saying, “garbage in, garbage
out”,with referenceto computers. Thesameis true whenyou usethese decision- makingtools.
That is, the technique is only as good as the information you supply and the thinking that
you provide.

A Case Study - American Hostages in Iran

Iran is holding severai American hostages in its prisons. The President of the United States is
being pressured by various groups and organizations to do something to get our people
home. What should the President do?

The Procedure

1. Identify the alternatives; make & list. In this problem, the President could take any of
several actions:

a. Military action, such as bombing certain targets or sending in troops to try to rescue
the Americans.

b. Economic sanctions or action against Iran.
c. Blockade all shipping into the country.
d. Do nothing (an option that is as valid as any of the others).

e. Ask Israel to release some of the prisoners they are holding and give in to the Iranian
demands.

f. Ask other mid-Eastern countries to intervene.

2. Establish selection criteria orimportant considerations. In this case, the following impor-
tant condiderations were identified. That is, the President is particularly concerned about
these issues:

a. The safety of the American hostages.

b. Public opinion in America

c. World opinion of America.

d. Possible economic repercussions (withholding oil shipments to America).

e. Potential for major war in Mid-East.

f. Possibility of more hijackings.

0D
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3. Rank order selaction criteria and calculate welghting factors.

Examine the preceding list and rank order considerations from highest to lowest concerns.
Then calculate weighting factor by dividing the rank number by the sum of the ranks. In

this example,

Rank#

6  Safety of hostages (most .mportant) 6/21=.28
5 More hijackings 5/21 = .24
4  Potential for major war in Mid-East 4/21=.19
3  Public opinion in America 3/21=.14
2 Possible economic repercussions 2/21=.10
1__ World opinion of America 1/21=.05
21 (Sum of »anks) 1.00

Welghting factor for

Rank #
Safety of hostages = =6/21=.28
Sum of ranks
Encourage more 5/21=.24
kidnappings =
Others

4. Construct matrix chart (See chart, step 5 following).

5. Assignarating factorto each possible outcome, with 10 being the highest possibility and 1
being the fowest possibility. Remember, these judgments represent your best guesses.

In the example (figure 2-3),

The possibility of having a military action and safety is very low. Hence, the rating 1.

The possibility of hostages being safe if no action is taken is farrly high. Hence, the rating
is7.

The possiblity of the hostages being safeifthe U.S.givesinis very high. Hence, the rating1s 9 .
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Figure 2.3 Sample Decision Matrix Chart
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6. Calculata the results and make decisions(chart). Thisis done by multiplyingeach weight-
ing factor by the rating factor and then calculating the sum for each alternaiive.

For example,
Safety and military action =.28x1=.28
More hijacks and military action =24x8=1.92
Mid East war and military action =,19x5=.95
Public opinion and military action =.14x7 =.98
Econoumic repercussions and military action =.10x1=.10
World opinion and military action =.05x4=.20
Military action total =4.43

Make similar calculations for each alternative, including the sum of all possibilities.
Looking at the completed chart (Figure 2-3), according to this analysis,

What would be the best course of action?

The worst course of action?

Trytouse these strategies to solve other problems of all types. The more you use them, the bet-
ter youwill become at solving problems and making decisions. /o : decision might not be per-
fect, but then what is perfect? However, when you use a systematic approach to solving
problems and making decisions, such as the ones you used in this chapter and throughout this
textbook, you canfeel more confident that you have addressed the problem to the best of your
ability. Generally speaking, a systamatic problem-solving process will yield results superior to
an emotional or unstructured process.

Your teacher has a blank Decision Making Matrix Form (Handout 2) for you t> use to help solve
future problems.
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Genes And
New Life Forms
- Genetic Engineering -

Introduction

From your previous study of science, you might remember that the basic building blocks of liv-
ing matter are ceils. Each living cell contains, among other things, a nucleus. Within the
nucleus of the cell are dark, rod-shaped objects - chromosomes - which are responsible for
determining and transmitting hercditary characteristics. Contained within the chromosomes
are small chemical units called genes which, in turn, contain a complex chemical called diox-
yribonucleic acid - DNA, fcr short. The form and function of every living substance is deter-
mined by the molecules of DNA.

Whenever normal bedy cells divide, all the chromosomes that contain DNA divide in half. Each
half of the long, rod-shaped chromosome chains then regenerates its other half to form two
complete sets of chromosomes. Finally, the cell splits to form two new cells.

However, when sex cells (sperm and ova) form, this process doesn’t wor's quite the same way.
Each sex cell has only one half of a chromosome chain. But, when sperm and ovum unite, a
whole body cell is formed. The sperm provides half of the chromosomes while the ovum pro-
vides the other half. In this way, each parent contributes one-nalf of the genetic material that
determinesthe characteristics of the offspring. The specific combination of genes, and therefore,
the specific characteristics of the offspring, are determined by chance. Thus, such things as
hair color, eye color, skin color, posture, intelligence - to some degree, genetic defects, and
eventhe tendency tocontractcertain diseases are determined by the chance union of specific
genes.

As farback as the 1920’s scientists were able to modify, in arather crude and elementary way,
the heredity of living cells by exposing them to blasts of x-rays or to chemical substances
known as mutagens. Now, scientists are rapidly acquiring the knowledge and skills to enable
them to systematically and more accurately alter the structure of cells.

Scientists known as genetic engineers can now take genes from one living organism and
transplant them into other living organisms. This new technology is making it possible for
scientists to create such substances as human insulin and other important hormones. Because
of advances in genetic engineering, scientists will one day be able to produce vast quantities
of medical substances, including serums and viruses to fight diseases ranging from cancer to
the common cold.

According to Newsweek (17 March 1980), “The impact of genetic engineering on the world's
economy could almost equal the recent revolution in microglectronics. Single celled organisms
mightyield the proteins that now come from cattle, which could alleviate world food shortages.
Implanted genes could increase the yield of alcohol from corn. Genetically engineered bac-
teria are being designed to eat their way through oil spills and to extract scarce minerals from
soil.” Some people fear, however, that genetic engineers might be tempted to go “too far” with
their experiments and begin to tinker with human life forms. Nevertheless, it seems that
genetic engineers are rapidly moving the science of Biology into a golden age.

Recombinant DNA
The fasttime the community of biological scientists was so excited about advances in genetics

was in 1953 when James Watscn and Frances Crick discovered the structure of the DNA
molecule. They detemined that the DNA molecule was in the shape of a double helix (Figure 3-1).
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Figure 3-1: The double helix shape of the DNA molecule discovered
by James Watson and Frances Crick in 1953.

The information stored in DNA allows the genes to duplicate themselves accurate’y. The
amount of information stored in DNA is immense. However, methods learned since Watson's
and Crick's great discovery now allow molecular biologists to uncerstand how this process
takes place.

Itis estimated that advances in genetic engineering, particularly that aspect known as recom-
binant DNA, will enable scientists to identify each of the 130,000 genes that are fourd in the
human cell. This, you might say, is all very interesting and might excite biologists, but of what
practical value is “recombining” DNA?

How Can Recombinant DNA Help Us?

Armed with this new knowledge about DNA, scientists will be able to replace human cells that
have defective genes with healthy cells. This procedure can help to cure such genetic dis-
eases as hemophilia and sickle-cellanemia. The cure for various types of cancer might also be
found In genes. In the near future scientists also hope to find the answer to such questions
as

How do cells with the same genes produce skin, muscles, and nerves?
What makes normal cells turn into cancer cells?

Some genetic engineers evensuggest that maybe a“better” human being might be produced.
Perhaps recombinant DNA might even help us to understand ourselves better.
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Helping to cure Lesch-Nyhan disease is a good example of how genetic engineering might
soon help people. Individuals with Lesch-Nyhan disease have one defective gene in each of
the hundred trillion cells in their bodies. Because of this defect, the cells lack the necessary
instructions for making adequate amounts of an important enzyme. It is a rare disease that
cripples one of the basic biochemical cycles of human cells and creates a buildup of uric acid
that can cause gout and severe kidney damage. This iliness leavss the victim experiencing
uncontrollable urgesto spit, curse, chew on theirlips and fingers, and bang their heads against
the walls. The condition is such that victims frequently have to be protected from themselves
by beingtied downinbed. Perhapsthe saddest commentary on this diseaseisthatthe patients
are fully aware of their self-destructive compulsiveness. They fear it, but there is nothing they
can do to stop or to control themselves.

Genetic engineers hope to cure Lesch-Nyhan disease by transplanting into patients’ cells
“good” versions of the defective genes that cause the affliction. Lesch-Nyhan disease is
known as asingle gene disease. Other single gene diseases include muscular dystrophy, cys-
tic fibrosis, hemophilia, and several types of arthritis. When scientists are able to cure Lesch-
Nyhan disease, they will be able to apply that knowledge towards curing all single gene
diseases within a relatively short period of time.

How Do Scientists Splice Genas?

The process in which DNA is spliced from one type of cell to another is not overly difficult to
understand. In fact, if you've ever seen someone graft a branch of one type of tree or plant to
another, you've seen a process that resembles gene splicing. Of course, understanding the
basic process is one thing; however, fully understanding the science of recombinant DNA or
actually performing the “operation” is something else. Let's see how recombinant DNA works.
First, however, a brief review of how farmers graft trees might be helpful.

When a farmer wants to graft a branch of one type of tree onto another tree, he ¢ .ts out a por-
tionofthe branch on thetree. Hethentrimsthe branch he wantsto graft tothetree sothai it fits
the cut-out portion of the branch of the host tree. For example (Figure 3-2):

Z

Figuve 3-2: Splicing or “grafting” a branch from one tree to another

He then joins the two pieces, usually holding them together with a bandage until the graft
“takes”.

Now let's see how this same basic idea is used in gene splicing in recombinant DNA. (Figure 3-3).
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Fig. 3.3 How Recombinant DNA Works

From NEWSWEEK, March 17, 1980, pp. 62-71. Copyright 1980 by Newsweek, Inc. All Rights R..erved. Reprinted by Permission.

Once the process has been completed, thousands of bacteria are produced in a relatively
short period of time. Each new bacterium has the hybrid (new form) DNA.

Safety Concerns

One of the first concerns regarding recombinant DNA research focused on safety issues. For
example, as farback as 1973, researchers at Stanford University and the University of Califor-
nia at San Franciscoinserted agene into a bacterium known as Escherichia coli usually called
E. coli). E.coliisfoundinthe intestinal tract of animals, including humane, ~nd is usually harm-
less. The gene that was inserted into the E. coli made the salmonella ger.n resistant to the
antibiotic streptomycin. After the gene was inserted into the E. coli bacteriu n, the E. coli also
became resistant to streptomycin.

Why do you suppose this experiment might raise concerns about safety? Would you be con-
cerned about this kind of research? Why or why not?

It was felt by many biologists that the possibility of accidently spreading genes that make bac-
teria resistant to antibiotics could cause major problems. For example, some illnesses are
caused by certain kinds of bacteria. To cure these ilinesses, different kinds of antibiotics are
used. It frequently requires long periods of time, years in fact, to find an antibiotic that cures a
particular iliness. If bacteria were produced that were resistant to the known treatments (e.g.,
antibiotics), what do you think would be the result?

Very early in the history of research inthe area of recombinant DNA, scientists recognized the
potential dangers of mixing genes of different substances. Somefeared that bacteria contain-
ing harmful or destructive genes could escape from the lab and spread across the earth. Dur-
ing the early days of this type of research, horrifying scenarios were created; many resulted in
horror movies. You've probably seen these movies yourself. Today, we realize that these
scenarios very much overplayed the potential dangers of recombinant DNA. However,a quar-
ter of & century or so ago, when this research was very new, even our best scientists weren't
sure what to expect or what could happen.

26

32




Controlling Recombinant DNA Research

Nevertheless, to prevent any possible catastrophies from happening, the scientists went
about setting up policies to control recombinant DNA research. Thus, in 1974, eleven promi-
nent biologists led by Stanford's Paul Berg sent a letter to two highly respected journals,
Science in the United States and Nature in England. The scientists warned that recent develop-
ments in molecular biology could have diszstrous consequences. If certain gene-splicing
experiments were carried out, they could create deadly organisms against which medicine
and the human immune systems had no defense.

The scientists then made two very important proposals. First, they asked all researchers notto
conduct experiments that involved the transplanting of cancer-causing animal viruses or
genes into other organisms for the production of toxins or poisons. They also requested that
the National Institute of Health (NIH) form a committee to evaluate and to oversee all work in
the area of recombinant DNA.

Needless to say, these proposals generated much discussion. One very important question
thatcame upwas “Should society restrain the free pursuit of knowledge in order to preventthe
development of techniques that might Le misused?”

What do you think?

Do you think that scientists today should not work towards understanding nuclearphysics
because such knowledge could lead developing more powerful bombs?

Dc you think that molecular biologists should not be allowed to continue their quest for
knowledge because their work could lead deadlier forms of chemical warfare? Why?

Others challenged the wisdom of having the scientists themselves police their own research
activitiesfor fearthat some scientists, in their excitement or eagernessto pursue knowledgein
this new frontier, might not always use the wisest and most prudent judgment. On the other
hand, the scientists argued that, more than any other agency, they were in the best positionto
monitor their own activities. They felt that as scientists they knew more about what they were
doing, and more about the scientific theories upon which they were working, than anyone else.
In additicn, they were doing work that was vital to understanding biology and genetics, and
ultimately human health. Even the prestigious World Health Organization agreed with the
position of the scientists.

Approximately seven months later, an international group of scientists met at the Asilomar
Conference Center near San Francisco to formally evaluate the recommendations regarding
gene splicing by a group of scientists headed by Dr. Berg. For several months scientists ve'un-
tarily refrainedfrom conducting any gene-splicing experiments with viruses and toxins. During
the Asilomar Conference, it was, concluded that “while some concerns were warranted, fears
of worldwide catastrophy probably were not.” (“Attack on the Gene Splicers”, Discover, August
1984). Even though gene splicing was not as dangerous as some originally thought, the
Asilomar meetings produced a series of stringent guidelines to decrease the likelihood of any
engineered organisms escaping from the lab and possibly infecting anyone.

Forthe most part the guidelinesrestrictedresearch on resistance genes. They also controlled
any experiments involving the DNA of any disease-causing bacteria or viruses and genes for
the synthesis of potent poisons. Research in these areas could be carried out only in top-
security labs. in these labs, called “P4" labs, workers are required to change clothes and
<hiower before leaving. They also must handle bacteria under sealed hoods.

As time went on, however, the National Institute of Health, the agency responsible for enforc-
ing the guidelines, revised and gradually relaxed its regulations. There were no ill effects. In
fact, it was found that nearly all recombinant research could be done using the normal sterile
procedures that are followed in any hospital.
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Onereasonthe“worstfear’ of the scientists proved to be unfounded is related to the type of £.
colithe scientists used in their gene-splicing experiments. The K-12 strain of €. coli,which was
used in most types of experiments, lost its capacity to survive for long periods outside the
laboratory. Thersfore, the chances that they could spread dangerous genes were very slim.
Scientistsalso learned that human genes vary so much fromthe genes of their bacterial hosts
that they function only under highly controlled conditions. Professor Walter Gilbert was quoted
as having said, “.. . scientists now know that they could not even deliberately create some-
thing dangerous.”

Conforming to the Guldelines

Because there are guidelines for research and because the NIH tries to ensure that those
guidelines are followed, doesn’t mean that everyone will necessarily follow them. In 1980, a
physician working at the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA), attempted to transplant
genesintotwo youngwomen. One womanwas in Italy and the otherin Israel. Both were suffer-
ing from an inherited blood disorder that resembled Sickle-Cell Anemia. The illness was
already beginning to affect the hearts of the two women.

The disease affecting the women stemmed from a defective genefor beta globin, animportant
building block of hemoglobin. Hemoglobin is the oxygen-carryirig molecule in red blood cells.
In this case, the physician, Martin Cline, inserted a long nieedle into each woman’s hip and
extracted somebone marrow. Hethen incubated the marrow cells with pieces of recombinant
DNA that contained beta globin genes, undamaged versione of the patient’s defective genes.
Cline assumed that the marrow cells had absorbed the good genes. He then injected the
treated cells backinto each patient’s blood stream. He assumed that the corrected cells would
find their way into bone cavities and then multiply.

Cline's attempt had many flaws. According to a report appearing in Discover magazine (Decem-
ber 1984), “At that time (1980), the beta globin genes he gave his patients had never worked
reliably in cultured cel's. Thegenes hadfailedto function atallwhen Cline had put them into liv-
ing mice. In addition, with the inefficient transfer method he used - merely bathing the cellsina
gene soup - only a few cells could possibly be expected to take up the genes anyway. Most
damaging of all in the eyes of a genetic engineering community that is highly sensitive to
charges of recklessness, Cline had leapt from the lak to the clinic without approval from his
University or from federal agencies.”

Fortunately, Cline’s patients were not harmed - nor were they helped. Because he was found
guilty of violatingthe NIH regulations prohibiting the use of the recombinant DNA without prior
approval, he lost nearly all of his grant money. Without financial backing, usually from govern-
ment or corporate grants, scientists are quite powerless to conduct any kind of sophisti-
cated research.

Most recently, a new method has been developed for getting foreign genes into human cells.
The ne~y methodis far more efficient than previous methods and makesuse of special viruses.
These special viruses have been reengineered so that when they infect a cell, they aiso carry
along foreign genes and even splice them into the cell’s native DNA strands.

Future Benefits from Genetic Engineering
What are seme of the future benefits that could be derived from genetic engineering?

Advances in genetic engineering are already paying off. Now, through recombinant DNA,
sclentists can make large quantities of insulin. Insulin for diabetics used to be extracted only
from cattle or pigs. Asaresult, itfrequently contained impurities that causedallergic reactions.
The new instilin,manufactured by genetic engineers, provides a cheaper and safer substance
for those needing it.
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Another important drug, interferon, has been produced through gene-splicing techniques.
Interferon has proven useful for treating and/or helping to prevent flu, hepatitis, and other viral
infections. it is also an effective substance for treating certain types of cancer. Until recently,
interferon research was slowed because the substance could te extracted only in small
amounts from such sources as white blood cells. As a result, treatment costs were as high as
$50,000. Now, interferon is available in much larger quantities and at much lower costs.

Genes have always been mysterious, and learning about them has proven to be elusive for
years. Using recombinant methods, it is anticipated that scientists will be able to unravel the
basic mysteries about genes. For example, one of the major questions puzzling scientists is
“How are genesregulated?” All cells, except eggs and sperm, contain acomplete set of genes.
Most genes do not, however, do anything until they are somehow “turned on”. Research now
being conducted will unravel the principles of gene regulation. They may let scientists insert
the genes of higher organisms into bacteria, and then “switch” them on.

A long-time puzzling problem to geneticists has been to determine the precise locations of
genes within chromosomes. There are actually hundreds of thousands of possible com-
binations of sequences within genes. Inthe past, scientists rarely had enough genes to study;
hence, their ma,ping efforts were severely hindered. Now researchers have the ability to pro-
duce enormous quantities of genes. This is a major breakthrough in genetic research.

Scientists can also tell how the more than 100,000 human genes fitinto the 46 chromosomes.
This is done by cloning a gene and mixing it with chromosomes whose DNA spirals frave been
split down the middle (remember the helix structure). The DNA bases of the “test’ gene
automatically find their natural partners in the appropriate split chromosomes. Thus, re-
searchers can learn what chromosomes the gene naturally fits into and where in the chrom-
osome the gene normally rests. Gene mapping might make possible the cure of inherited
diseases like Sickle-Cell Anemia, Hemophilia, and Lesch-Nyhan disease, which result from
defects in a single cell. If scientists locate the proper chromosomes, they could repair the
defective gene and insert a properly functioning new gene into the cell (Newsweek, 17
March 1980).

One of the brightest hopes in genetic engineering is the potential this area of research might
have for curing and/or preventing cancer. Over the past few years, scientists at the University
of California at San Francisco have cloned genes of viruses that cause tumors in chickens and
isolated thosethat cause malignant cells. One of the tumor-causing genes instructs the cell to
make an enzyme that transfers phosphate molecules to proteins. According to J. Michael
Bishop, “our hypothesis is that this transfer of molecules causes cancerous growth.” Perhaps
one day this research might lead to a strategy for curing such malignancies.

Aninteresting finding is that tumor genes that invade cells are essentially the same as genes
thut already inhabit the cell. Perhaps this research might help scientists understand how cells
grow and differentiate. This is a good example of how research in one field helps to provide a
better understanding of another science. That is, the study of cancer, a medical problem, mzy
lead to a better understanding of the science of cell differentiation.

Research using recombinant DNA procedures is shedding more and more light on more and
more areas daily. These discoveries range from a theoretical understanding of living things to
potential cures for dreaded and/or rare liseases. But this appears to be only the beginning.
Aside from medicine and understanding {1e cell, genetics, and several other areas discussed
in this reading, gene splicing holds grea' promise for agriculture, food production, and even
mining minerals from the soil andthe sea. Human regeneration of organs, the growing of a third
set of teeth, or even regrowing severed nerve fibers, might become a reality one day.




Creating the “Perfect” Human

One question frequently asked is can gene splicing be used to create the “ideal” or “perfect”
human being?

What do you think?

Do you recall what happened when Dr. Frank-
enstein tried to create his “perfect” human being?
Do you think that could ever really happen?

Most reputable scientists view the possibility of
creating the ideal human being as only fantasy.
According to the experts, tounderstand the basic
structure of the genes is one thing; to try totrans-
late that structure or blueprint intoa humanbeing
is a very different matter. In trving to form an
organism, many gene products interact and the
number of interconnections and interactions is
extraordinarily complex. Besides, that is only
half, at best, of what makes a human being. As
you realize, human beings are products of both
heredity (genes passed on by their parents) and
their environment. “Because of these complex-
ities,” says Jonathan King of Massachussetts
Institute of Technology, “attempts to modify hu-
man beings through genetic manipulation is a
policy of false eugenics. It will do more damage
thanitwill anything else.” (Newsweek, 17 March
1980). Eugenics, by the way, is the science that
deals with the improvement of hereditary qualities. Thus, while there is much that science

knows about DNA, there is even more that it doesn’t know - and maybe things that it will
never know.
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A Question of Ethics

Some people feel that when scientists attempt to alter human heredity, they areinsomeways
trying to “play God”. Hence, they pose a very fundamental question, Is it ethical to give people
foreign genes?

Assuming that gene transplantation really works, proponents argue that they will probably be
able to do nothing more than give a patient ttie biochemical functions that other healthy peo-
ple have when they are born. No new powers or talents, except those that the paiient already
had but couldn't use because of the iliness, will be gained. In fact, the corrected genes could
not even be transmitted to the patient’s children.

in 1982, when itbecame apparent that human applications of genetic engineeringwere being
considered, Congress and a presidential commission examined the issue very closely. The
President’'s Commission for the Study of Ethical Problems in Medicine and Biochemical and
Behavioral Research lamented in its November 1982 report, Splicing Life, that genetic en-
gineering has become a“target forsimplistic slogans thattry to capture vaguefears”. Thecom-
mission found that the planned medical uses of genetic engineering “resembled accepted
forms of diagnosis and treatment” and should be evaluated by the same ethical and safety
standards. Hence, th2 same questions that apply to all medical research - safety, efficiency,
adequate testing, choice of patients ancd procedures - should apply to genetic engineering
as well.




Ethicist LeRoy Walters of Georgetown University stated, “Anytime you're ciealing with ques-
tions like How safe is safe enough?’ or is the risk/benefit ratio appropriats: for this proposed
experimen?’ you're inevitably into value questions and value judgments.” Values- related
questions and judgments are very difficult to evaluate since there frequently is no one “right”
answetr.

There is also another ethical question that seems to bother people. A few vears ago, the U.S.
SupremeCourtruled that new forms of life can be patented and sold by the ow ner of the patent.
That is, a scientist and/or a company is entitled to sell anything they produce th,-ough genetic
engineering exclusively for a period of 17 years. Some people feel that this is v.:ang.

What do you think?

Do you foresee a. y potential dangers in such an arrangement? What are they?

o
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The Tule'ake Story
- A Case Study -

Despite the potential benefits that can be derived from genetic engineering and genetic
engineering research, some people simply are against using this technology in any way. One
individual, Jeremy Rifkin, thought that the release of any organisms altered by gene splicing
could endanger public health and the environment. Although he had no formal training in
science and genetic engineering, he was willing to back his position by using the courts. This
case study illustrates how eftective Rifkin was.

Two scientists at the University of California at Berkeley received permission from the recom-
binant DNA advisory committee of the National Institute of Health to perform a rather simple
test using specially engineered bacteria, Pseudomonas syringae. Pseudomonas lives as a
parasite in the leaves of many plants. When the temperature falls to freezing (0° C), the bac-
terium produces a protein that serves as a seed or a nucleus upon which ice crystals canform.
The frost damages the plant, then the bacterium feeds or the plant’s frost- damaged tissues.
Plants free of Pseudomonas can, for brief periods, withstand temperatures as low as -1° C
before being harmed, bacause without an ice-promoting seed, dew can be cooled to -1” C
before it freezes.

The approach used by the two
scientists, Steven Lindow and Nick-
olas Panopoulos, was to produce
Pseudomonas bacteria without the
gene that codes for the “culprit”
protein, and spray them on crops
in sufficient quantity to drive out
the ones found naturally Inthe area.
This approach would protect crops
against unseasonal frosts, which
cost agriculture $1.5 billion each
year in the United States alcne. It
would also extend the growing
season, enabling farmers to in-
crease production.

Thescientists hadusedthese tech-
niques very successfully in green-
house experiments. Now they
wanted to conduct an experiment
to determine if their technique
would work in the real world and on a real problem.

In 1977, Mr. Rifkin campaigned against all recombinant DNA research. At the time he equated
suchresearch with Nazieugenics. He was obviously aware of the medical and scientific gains
attributed to DNA research, but nevertheless he remained totally against gene splicing of
any type.

Rifkin sought an injunction against the Berkeley researchers to prohibit them from releasing
the bacteria. Much to the surprise of the scientists - shock might be a better word - Judge John
J. Sir'ca complied with Rifkin’s request. To complicate matters further, Sirica directed the NIH
to no longer consider any proposals for experiinents involving the release of engineered
organisms into the environment.
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Judge Sirica(you might remember him from the Watergate t. .Is) raised two significant ques-
tions during the proceedings:

Did the NIH, in granting permission to Lindow and Panopoulos to conduct the experi-
ment, assess the risks involved as required by federal lavws?

Should society (e.g., the courts), rather than the scientific community, regulate the grow-
ing field of biotechnology?

Until now, the recombinant DNA advisory committee had been the sole judge on any issues
deaiingwithgene splicing experiments funded by tt.e government. (Private companies did not
have togo through thiscommittee. However, many companies still sought the clearance of the
committee voluntarily).

In making his judgment, what did judge Sirica imply about the jobs done by the DNA advisory
committee, thus far?

From your reading, how well had the DNA advisory committee performed? Why?

Judge Sirica implied that the advisory comiittee had not done a vigilant and adequate job in
handling DNA research. The records, however, show a very different story. Think back to your
reading (or turn back to the appropriate pages). It is clear to most, at least, that gene splicing
experiments approved by the committee made invaluable contributions to medicine and
science, without in any way endangering researchers or the public.

During the hearing, both sides of the controversy tried to get the Judge to listen to expert tes-
timony. Judge Sirica refusedto hear either side's experis, maintaining that he was not there to
judge science but to determine whetheror notthe NIH had followed required procedures. That
is, did the NIH, as Rifkin charged, violate the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) which
requires federal officials to file environmental impact statements or assessments before
approving “action significantly affecting the quality of the human environment”.

Some scientists, while not pleased with Judge Sirica's ruling, felt that he had raised some
significant issues. Also, while they disagreed with Rifkin's way of dealing with the problem,
some felt that his metheds did not necessarily make him wrong.

The following are quotations from scientific experts.

There is an appropriate time and place for public debate on the introduction of genetic en-
gineering techniques in our soclety. However, by vastly exaggerating the possibility of a genetic
catastrophe, Ritkin obscured any legitimate concerns the public may have.

Frederick Ausubel, Genetic Professor
Harvard Medical School

To agree that it is a new life-form (Lindow and Panopoulos’ genetically engineered Pseudo-
monas) and Is capable of upsetting a dellcate ecological balance is to suggest that two
individuals who differ In an eye color gene are different life-forms, or that an individual who 1s
treated with a drug to protect against the action of a deleterious gene product will upset
nature’s good design.

Paul Berg, Geneticist
Stanford University
Nobel Prizewinner for pioneering work in recombinant DNA
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Recombinant DNA technology is a tool, no mere moral or immoral than electrici: -, fire, or the
hammer. Let's not allow misguided fears to deny its benefits to ourselves and posterity.

Harold Slavkin, Biochemist
University of Southern California

Therelease of gene-spliced microorganisms into the environment at this stage, before any type
of assessment has been made, would be totally irresponsible.

Liebe Cavalieri, Biochemist
Sloan-Kettering Institute

... the historical record shows severe problems have resulted when alien species have been
imported into the United States. The Japanese beetle and gypsy moth have caused great pro-
blems. Genetically- engineered organisms could do the same. .. altered bacteria could getinto
the atmosphere and eventually change the climate by retarding the formation of ice crystals.

David Pimentel, Ecologist
Cornell University

I continue to believe that the factors need to be considered carefully, but if | were a member of
the RAC (Recombinant DNA Advisory Committee), | would vote tu allow these experiments
to proceed.

Peter Raven, Botonist
Washington University, St. Louis

The approved test not only presents no threat to the environment, but the approach to be used
is environmentally one of the least disruptive known for the protection of plants against harin-
ful organisms.

James Cook, Plant Pathologist
U.S. Department of Agriculture

With which of the above positions do you agreg?

With which do you think Judge Sirica would agree?

Judge Sirica has obviously ruled against genetic engineering research. Do you agree with
him?

What would you do if you were the judge?

In the sext activity you will have a chance to decide.
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You Be the Judge
- Activity -

Part A. Should the experiment be stopped?

In this part of the activity you will be asked to place yourselves in the position of Judge John
Sirica and make a decision on a very important issue.

Two Univarsity of California scientists have been given permission by the regulatory commit-
tee tc conductan experiment. The experimentinvolves spreading genetically engineered bac-
teria over a field of potato plants. The experiment has been successful in several tests in
greenhouses. Now, the scientists must try out their experiment on real crops in the field.

Anorganizationcalled the Foundation on Economic Trends
felt that the experiment would pose a danger to the natural
environment and to the people living in the area. The group
isagainst genesplicing of any type. They argue that the pro-
cedure to be used has not been tested adequately. They
also cite that on many occassions in the past, severe pro-
blems huve been caused when alien species were impor-
ted into the United States. For exampie, organisms such as
the Japanese Beetle and the Gypsy Moth have caused
many problems. Genetically engineered organisms, they
argue, could do the same.

To prevent the experiment from taking place, the Founda-
tion on Economic Trends is seeking an injunction from the
courts. You are the judge assigned to handle the case.

Should you issue the injunction to stop the experiment?

* * * *

Insolvingthis problem, follow the decision-making model you studied in the first chapter of this
textbook. When you get to the step that tells you to “apply decision aids” use the decision
tree.

* * * *

What was your decision? Do you feel that the experiment should not be conducted?
Why?

On what premise did Judge Sirica make his decision and do you think that he made the
right choice? Why?

After completing this activity, share your decision with your classmates.
What were their decisions? How did your decision compare with theirs?

What might account for any difference?
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Pait B - Who should regulate and monitor the field of biotechnology?

In ruling on the Tulelake experiment, sudge John Sirica raised a very important issue,
namely:

Should society, rather than the scientific community regulate the growing field of biotechnology?

Having soclety regulate biotechnology is one possibility that might work. On the other hand
having the scientists regulate themselves might be a good idea. How about a combination?
What are the positive and negative aspects of these possibilities?

You have now learned how to use a decision matrix to help in making decisions about ques-
tions involving more than two possibilities. In this activity, you will be asked to develop a deci-
sion matrix to decide who should regulate and monitor the field of biotechnology?

Use thereadingtohelpyouidentify the “alternatives” (step 1) and the “selection criteria” (step
2). You can use the case study example “American Hostages in Iran” to refresh your memory
on how to calculate the “best” decision for this problem. After completing this activity, share
your decisions with your classmates.

What were their decisions?

How did your decisions compare with those of your classmates? What might account for
any differences?
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Smart Machines

- Can Computers Make
The Human Brain Obsolete? -

Introduction
Computers that can see?
Compuiters that can converse with you in French, Spanish or Italian?
Computers that can beat the world's greatest chessmasters?
Computers that can locate oil deposits?
Computers that can guide aircraft across the sky?
Computers that can conduct psychotherapy sessions?
Computers that can use common sense?
Computers that can think. . .really think?

Researchers are working on all of these projects, and many more. Computer scientists spec-
ializing inan area called Artificial Intelligence, or simply Al, are just beginning to make real pro-
gress after nearly a decade of frustrating work. “Artificial Intelligence”is defined by Marvin
Minsky at Massachussetts Institute of Technology as “the science of making machines do
things that would require intelligence if they were done by men”.

Al types of programs were written as far back as the late 1940’s. Those programs were rather
simple ones because the computers available then were also quite simp!e. But those modest
startssetthe stage andgotthe fieid underway. Bythe 1950's, computersbecame more power-
fuland, of course, so did the new computer programs. Al at last began to emerge as a field of
research in its own right.

As the field of Al continued to develop, two verv perplexing and, frankly, .roubling questions
emerged:

1. Can machines be developed that are smarter than their human creators?
2. Will artificial inteiligence make the numan brain obsolete?

Before we examine in detail whether computers are smarter than humans ot whether they will
make the human brain obsolete, let's learn a little mere about what Al is, what it can do, and
what, presumably, it can't do.

“If-Then”: The Logic of Early Al

Very early in the history of Al, researchers found that it was rather easy to duplicate some
human mental powers on acomputer.One of the earliest programs, Logic Theorist, waswritten
by the Al pioneers Allen Newell and Herbert Simon at Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh,
PA) inconjunction with |. Clifford Shaw of the Rand Ccrporation. Logic Thevurist was designed
toprove theormsin mathematical logic. This early program performed so wellthat it generated
proofs that were superior to those found in the standard mathematical textbooks.

As work progressed in the area of Al, researchers became very interested in trying to deter-
mine how well they could imitate “expert” behavior. In the 1960’s, Newell and Simon pointed
out that much of human knowledge could be represented rather simply by a series of “if- then"
rules.
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For example

“It it looks like a dog, and walks like a dog, and barks like a dog,then, it probably is a dog.”
How about this one?

“If it looks like a tiger, and it looks hungry, and it's headed toward you,then, _____ " (You
guessed it) runl.

Trysome*if-then” statements yourself. Try some with several more “ifs”. Doesthisappearto be
a useful finding? Do you think that “if-then” statements could be helpful in problem-solving?
Why ¢r why not? Try to solve some of your math problems using “if-then” statement*s. How
about non-mathematical problems? Try some.

While the work of Newell and Simon on “if-
then” statements might be intsresting, it
was too simple and, frankly, of very limited
value in problem-solving. “If - then” state-
ments are, however, very useiul for diag-
nostic purposes and form the foundation
for “expert systems”.

Expert Systems and Al

Edward Feigenbaum at Stanford University
(California) developed an “expert system”
AT - e called Mycin. “Expert systems” are com-
- puter programs that give advice like ahuman

specialist. Mycin, an expert system that vas capable ¢f diagnosing infectious diseases, was
vased on “if- then” statements. Here is an example:

If, (a) the infection is meningitis, and
(b.) organisms were not seen in the stain of the cultures, and
(c.) the type of infection may be bacterial, and
(d.) the patient has been seriously burned,

then, there is suggestive evidence that Psuedomonas Aeruginosa may be one of the organisms
causing the infection.

Mycin can also “interact” with the physician by responding to questions, making suggestions
forfurthertesting, diagrosis, and treatment. Itcan even,ifrequested, explainits reasoning pat-
tern in order to acquaint the doctor with its diagnostic logic.

Does Mycin really explain its reasoning pattorn? Explain. Whose reasoning pattern does
Myecin really explain?

Several other programs have been developed to help diagnose other medical problems.
Internist is a diagnostic program for internal medicine. Internist was developed at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh and deals with complex diagnostic problems. The program cove: » nearly 500
diseases and more than 3,000 individual indications of disease. While used primarily by
physiclans, it also helps physicians’ assistantsin remote rural health clinics, corpsmen on sub-
marines, and maybe even astronauts on future space missions will rely on such an aid. Puff,a
program for interpreting p::lmonary (associated with the lungs) tests, has also received good
“reviews" by health care professionals.
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Physicians can now purchase several
varieties of diagnostic programs for
office computers or personal com-
puters. Of course, none of these pro-
grams, including Mycin, Internist, and
others, maks the decisions, nor do they
prescribe the treatments. Only the phys-
ician, after much thought and analysis,
actually prescribes the treatment.

These types of programs seem to
be gaining an unusual amount of
attention from some sectors of the
computer and Al community. Any
ideas why?

“Expert Systems” based on “if-then” .
statements are also being developed
for use in other types of diagnostic
work Forexample, Prospectoris an ex-
pert system used by petroleum geo!-
ogists searching out oil deposits.

Experts vs. Novices — How Do They Compare?

In order to develop “expert systems”, even those based on “if-then” statements, researchers
obviously had to study experts and how they went asout solving problems. This research
uncovered some very interesting facts. Experts, it appears, seldom consciously use 10gic and
reason to solve problems. Instead, they just seam to look at a problem and say, “Aha, that's a
conservation of energy problem,” or, “Ahz, that's an ideal gas law problem.” Experts seem to
store the appropriate problem-solving sequences in their heads and simply retrieve the infor-
mation and/or solutions when needed. Experts are familiar with many tasks that they per-
formed many times before. They have vast experience that they can calt upon to sclvea variety
of probiems.

Novices or beginners, on the other hand, apgroach problems in a very different way. That is,
they painfully move step-by-step through the problem. They lack the background of informa-
tion and strategies that the expert has. Hubert Dreyfus, an existential philosophe: at the
University of California at Berkeley, and his brother, Stuart, studied expert pilots and novice
pilotsto determine how each group functioned. They also compared oxpert chess players with
novice chess players. After interviswing fighter pilots and studying data on chess players, they
concluded that “only novices pioceed according to formal rules; as they become more profi-
cient, people rely increasingly on context and experience. Expert pilots, for example, don’t
think of themselves flying an airplane but as simply flying. Chess masters don't analyze hun-
dreds of board positions, they sense the right move popping’ into their heads. What guides
them is not conscious analytical thought, but intuitive response.” (Science 85, March 1985.
0. 51).

Artificial Intelligence processes have also been used to study games - chess, backgammon,
and checkers. In some cases the results have been impressive. A computer prugram developed
by Dr. Hans Berliner of Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh defeated a World Backgam-
mon Champ’'on by a hefty 7 - 1 score. Ironically, tha defeated champion happened to be one of
the consultants who helped in developing the victorious computer program.

Computer chess programs were developed as far back as the 1950's. Even then it was predic-
ted that within a decade a computer program would become the World Champion. This did not
occur, and only recently have computer programs severely challenged expert chessmasters.
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It seems that chessmasters and computers go about playing the game differently. “At any
given pointin a chess game, the number of possible responses carried out three moves ahead
for each side s, for all practical purposes, infinite. With high-speed microelectronic currents, a
chess computer like the one at Bell Labs in Murray Hill, New Jersey, can evaluate some 5,000
positions per second. But for the fastest of modern computers to calculate even ten moves
ahead for each side, considering all possibilities, would take tens of thousands of years
(Smithsonian Magazine, March, 1980). Skilled chess players are much more highly dis-
criminating inthe types of moves they consider. Instead of mentally “trying out” large numbers
of potential moves, the se:ious player concentrates on evaluating asmall number of promising
ones. The verytop players seem to employ highly original, intuitive methods of playingwhich, in
many cases, they don’t even understand themselves.

The surprising thing about most expert systems, according to Science 85 (March, 1985), is not
how smart they are but how limited they are. “Commercial systems are idiot savants.” That is,
they areidiots exceptinthe one area inwhich they have adetailed knowledge. Mycin, for exam-
ple, knew all about blood diseases but had no idea what a patient was or whatahuman being is
all about.

Programming and Artificial Intelligence

Research in artificial intelligence is very similar to research in physics, mathematics, or most
other abstract sciences. First, an abstract idea about the mind is turned into a computer pro-
gram. In step one, the equations are written down for use in step two; in step two, the program
solves the equation. If the process works, then your idea about the mind is validated. If the pro-
cess doesn™ work. .. well, you try again.

In Alresearch, just asin all computer programming, everything thatis done, to the tiniest detail,
must be explained to the computer. Roger Shank of Yale University describes the way Al
researchers think about the human mind, a mind that is machanistic: “Process. Seeing what
the steps are, seeing what the inputs are and providing step-by~- step procedures to gat from
plan A to plan B.”

In studying how people tackle various tasks so
that they can then develop Al programs tc do
similar things, researchers uncovered some other
interesting ideas. It was found that some of the
seemingly more difficult tasks were relativeiy @asy
to program, while ordinary, everyday things(waik-
ing, reading, writing, etc.) proved to be incredibly
difficult to program.

To see how difficult it can be to program ordinary,
“simple” tasks try the following:

Try writing down everything a child has to do to
stack up threa blocks into a little tower. Include
everything in the procedure: how she finds the
next block, how she moves her hand to it, in what
position she holds her hand, how she grasps the
block, what direction she movesiit...and then at
the end try to figure out how she knows what to
do next.

Go ahead... try it!




This exact problem was actually the basis for a project that was conducted at Massachussetts
Institute of Technology in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. A simulated robot arm was pro-
duced that would build a tower with three blocks. The system, when completed. worked about
aswellas anythree-year-old. The computereven had to be “taught”’ to nottake a block fromthe
bottom of the tower and put it on top.

This apparently simple task- to form a tower with three small blocks - proved to be anything but
simple. At MIT dozens of computer engineering specialists and Al specialists worked on
the problem.

In part, what seems to riake our everyday, common-sense abilities so extraordinary is the
sheerquantity of knowledge involved. Current expert systems can handle, at most, a few thou-
sand procedures before the computer program gets to be intolerably slow. On the other hand,
a chess player uses roughly 50,000 procedures in his or her area of expertise. We probably
know millions, maybe even billions, of common-sense things such astying our shoes, dressing,
combing our hair, and so on. One couldn’t begin to guess how many ruies are involved in all of
the common-sense tasks we do and things we know.

Knowledge: The Key To Intelligence

Knowledge, then, appearsto be the critical element in ir.telligence - even more important than
reasoning ability. Researchers have tried for years to develop a general problem-solver, a pro-
gramthat could reason its way through almost any kind of problem. None wouldwork. It seems
that tothinkabout chess, for example, you needto know about chess. To think about physics or
football, for that matter, you need to know physics and you need to know football.

According to Bruce Buchanan at Stanford University, the only way you can get a computer to
actintelligently isto give it plenty of knowledge about the task at hand. The problem is that put-
ting knowledge into the computer is like cramming for an exam. Firstyou teach it a long list of
facts,then some rules of thumb, then some examples from the realworld, then...it goeson and
on. “So one of the critical research problems in Al is finding efficient means of building new
knowledge bases.” (Waldrop, 1385).

Buchanan is a leader in developing expert systems that take the experiences of the doctor,
lawyer, accountant, or financial analyst/advisor and put them into a form so the computer can
use the experiences to give near-human advice. Buchanan, like many researchers working orn
expert eystems in Al, tends to focus on medicine and medical applications of Al. Buchanan is
currently working on a project to teach computers how to learn in a medical setting - specifically,
how toextracta general rule aboutdiagnosi g jaundice by studying the case histories of many
individual patients.

Know/ledge is particularly important when it comes to understanding natural language. Language
is a lot more than werds. It includes an enormous body of knowledge about the world, a sharp
sensitivity to how the words are used (i.e., context), and an intuitive insight into human goals
and beliefs. This has yet to be built into a computer ora robot Forexample, if you asked a robot
“Could you pass the salt?” The robot would probably reply “yes” but it would never “occur” to
the robot to acutally’ hand you the salt.

Researchers in Al now admit that before they can make computers any smarter they will have
tocome up with an explanaiion of how intelligence works in people. This led to the emergence
of cognitive science, a new discipline that links philosophy, psychology, anthropoloyy, linguis-
tics, neuroscience, and computers to develop a theory of the way humans think. The guiding
principle of most cognitive science research is the idea that the mind, like the computer, is a
system for menipulating symbols; a device for pronessing information. The task for cognitive
science is to discover how the processing of symbols actually occurs.
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Computers and the Human Brain

Willcomputers ever be able to imitate the human brain, much less surpassit? If machines are
going to imitate the human brain, they will have to be able to store an enormous amount of
knowledge. Hence, much of the work in Al over the past decade has been in finding ways to
code and store knowledge in a form that machines can use. Two important systems, “frames”
and “scripts”, have been used for this purpose.

Marvin Minsky at MIT developed the system
\ called “frames”, a technique that tends to re-
sembleaquestionnairefilled withfactsabouta

R i single subject or concept. Science ‘85 (March
s AB .’ﬁé 1985) provides an example of aframe of “Snoopy”™

“Snoopy”

Breed - Beagle.
Owner - Charlie Brown.
Color - Black and white.

Frames could also use information from other
frames, such as

S,

%,

At
3922,
7549%

Iy

D4 W Snoopy - a dog.
Dog - A mammal.
etc.

Roger Shank at Yale developed a coding sys-
tem that he calls scripts. A script is a sequence
of typical steps in an everyday scenario. A res-
taurant script might list the following (Science 85, March 1985):

Making the reservations.
Being seated.

Reading the menu.
Ordering.

Tipping before departing.

Shank also attempted to include human emotions such as love or ambition. Other researchers
are trying to codify how we intuitively learn other subjects, like chemistry, geology, or history.

Geoffrey Hinton of Camegie Mellon University has been working on an area called parallel
intelligence. His point is that even the fastest modern computers still run one step at atime, the
same way the first computers ran in the 1240’s. The human brain gets around this by putting
billions of neurons to work simultaneously. So people such as Hinton are trying to copy the
brain by designing computers that have as many as a millior processors working in parallel.
Hinton believes that the new machines, besides being faster, will teach us new ways to think
about thinking. “The kind of hardware you have determines the xinds of problems you can do
well.” For example, if you are in a jungle and see a tiger, you don't just make a visual identifica-
tion. You recognize a.great deal more about tigers, and danger, and running.

There are several other expert systems that have gone beyond “if-then” methods. Some are
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used to simulate national and man-made disasters. During the “Three Mile Island” incident,
cemputers were used to simulate the reactor's problems and to estimate the amount of
damage done to the reactor core. The New York City Police Department has a special unit that
uses computers to help in rapidly identifying criminal subjects. The program can selectively
scanphotographs and information on 250,000 suspects arrestedin the pastseveral years and
bases its analysis on 56 descriptive features of the criminal.

Can Machines See or Talk?

It might be interesting to note that at this point no computer can recognize aface - something
thatwe typically do every day. However, with human brains and eyes, it's a‘simple” task Butis
it really so simple? As you walk down the street, unaware of the blllion calculations that are
taking place, you glar.ce across the street and think, “Oh, there’s Cara.” Consider what that
recognition involved. \Without being aware of it, you

comparedthe visual image from across the street with all the millions of people, aswellas
dogs, cars, houses, etc., you bave seeninyourlife; and once you foundthe rightimage, you
matched the face with Cara’s name.

That also set off a whole set of shared experiences: how you feel about her, what you
might want to say to ner, a joke she might enjoy, etc.

All this quickly “pops” into your head; it's there even before you can lift your arm to wave to
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Tomaso Poggio at MIT has been
studying how nerve celis respond
to animage falling on the retina of
the sye. He is studying the mathe-
matiss of vision to determine how
acoiupdter might recognize images
through aptic sarsors.

“Vision can be defined as reverse
optics,” according to Poggio. “You
start wiih a twe-dimensional image
on theretina (e.g,, heict * and width),
and froni that you have to recon-
struct the three-dimensional object
that caused the image” (Science
85, March, 1985). In addition we
must also deal with such things as
{raffic, stairways, and hard line drives
to second base. The visual system
doesn't have time for theories; it
must be practically instantaneous.

Thus, the eye uses aset of tricks to
identify objects and to figure out
whatthey are. Thesetricksinclude
sterec vision, shading, colors, sur-
face textures, changein the image
with m tions and what we expect
to see. Mone of these tricks is fool-
proof. Sometimes the eye guesses
wrong. For example see Figure 4-1.
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Are the two
vertical lines straight?

Figure 4-1. Try these - were you fooled?

Poggio is now working on the idea that all of the visual system’s tricks can be described by the
same mathematical equations. If so, researchers would gain a very powerful tool for under-
standing the mechanics of vision. But there is much work to be done. Scientists need to know
much more about how the brain extracts meaning from a visual scene. How does it recog-
nize a face?

What about talking? Voices built of computer bits are becoming commonplace. The chatter
through viceo games, announced fuel levels from automobile dashboards, and bellowing war-
nings from airplane instrument panels are all examples of this. People can iearn to speak
French or English from acomputer. Computers can ushertheater goers out of the theaterin an
emergency, and even dictate the day’s chores in the morning. Existing computers are large
enough and fast enough. But they can only speak when told explicitly and precisely how. That
is a problem. A computer, for example, needs to be informed that the c’s in chair and in
choir are different.

Children learn to speak by joining tiny blocks of sounds into words. These blocks are called
phonemes. Englich uses about 45 phonemes to create more than 200,000 words. For exam-
ple, the spoken word “science” is made up of 5 phonemes ti.at c2n be combined and represen-
ted as

/s/fay//uh//n/[s/

People speak about 200 words per minute and an as >rage word contains about 7 phonemes.
That means that people speak about 1,400 phonemes a miaute. Speech can be synthesized
by linking strings of shonemes, but the results sound stiff and machine-like.

Speech recognition is another area of interest on the part of researchers. A machine that could
communicate by voice, rather than by keyboard, would be very effective. Some machines of
this type are available already. Perhaps in the near future such machines will be able to take
dictation and then print out a draft of the dictated message.

Each speech pattern, like each fingerprint, is unique. This quality can be very useful for some
tasks--for example, banking by telephone; your “voice-print” can serve to identify whd you
are.
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Do you think that perhaps a voice machine could eventually replace an actual signature?
A volce signature?

Voice “signatures” can also be used to identify “crank” telephone callers, a useful tool for
the police.

There aresome computers that can read abook aloud, a great aid for the blind. Such a machine
i8 In use at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C. Here, an opened book is placed face
downrinascanner(something like a copying machine). As the machine scans the letters on the
page, they are converted to digital signals that are analyzed by a small computer and transformed
into voice by an electronic voice synthesizer. The speech produced by this machine is similar
to natural spoken English; it is not a monotonous, machine-like type of speech.

Speech, however, ismore than making sounds. Itincludesrules of grammarand syntaxthatare
alllearnedand presumably a computer could do this same thing. Butan intelligent machine, ifit
i8 to understand ordinary language, must be capable of drawing inferences. For example,

“l had a headache this morning; before | got relief, | had to go to three drugstores.”

Implied in this sentence is the speaker’s falilure to find a headache- relieviag medicine in the
firsttwo drugstores. But how can a machine draw such a conclusion since It is unable to havea
headache and has never visited a drugstore?

What does a computer program need to be able to imitate a human brain?

What are the two most important things? (Remember our discussions eariler. Recall, too,
the work of Shank and Minsky as weil)

While Al and computers can do truly remarkable things, none can perform anything with the
ease of the human brain.

Wili Machines Ever Really Think Like Humans?

Some people feelthat Al  searchers are trying to make machines too human-like. Theyargue
thatsuchattemptswill never work. Although computers may reason and use logic, they cannot
simulate intuition, sensuality, and emotions, which comprise the essence of humanity.

Marvin Minsky, however, argues that emotions are not necessarily more mysterious than
reason. He maintains, “Itis a mistaken ideu in our culture that feelings and emotions are deep,
whereas intelligence, how we get ideas. &nd how we think are easy to understand.” Other
things, humanness“and things people rafer to as inluition, insight, inspiration - may be hidden
parts of the mind. We seem to be oblivious to ourselves.” For example, we walk down the
sidewalkand give nothought to balancing, coordination, and so on. Even seeingwhere we are
going, making sense of that ever-changiiig swell of motions, color, light, and shadows, pre-
sents no problem. To see and to make sense of what you see requires 100 million receptor
cells - rods and cones - in each eve. Altogether the eye's system doss the equivalent of 10
billion calculations each second nefore image information ever gets to the optic nervel Once
the data reaches the brain, the cerebral cortex has more than a dozen separate vision centers
to processiit.

Will machines ever really be able to think? Hubert Dreyfus at the Univarsity of California at
Berkeley maintains, “The way people are misled about artificial intelligence is by scientists
who say that pretty soon computers will be smarter than we are, and then we'll have to worry
about how to control them.” Dreyfus maintains that computers will never be able to think
because scientists will never come up with a suitably rigorous set of rules to describe how we
think. To many computer scientists this is like saying the earth Is flat. So far no one has proven
Dreyfus wrong, however.
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What might the earth “being flat” have to do with saying that computers will never
think? Explain.

Others argue, “Who cares if machines will ever think or not? If a machine doses itsjob very, very
well, what does it matter if it really thinks or not?”

Some people agree with Dreyfus, however. They feel that thinking and fesling are too com-
plicated. Even if we someday learn to understand all the principles and laws that govern the
mind, that doesn’t mean we can duplicate it. Understanding astronomy, for example, doesn’t
mean we can create a planet or a galaxy.

Another group of prominent scientists feel that machines will really think someday, but not as
we do. Others respond by arguing that non- human thinking can't possibly be real thinking.

Seymour Papert of MIT and author of the book Mindstorms, responds that being against the
idea of real thinking by machines is similar to being against “artificial flight” in the early days of
the 20th Century:

This leads us to imagine skeptics who would say, you mathematicians dealwith idr 1l
fluids - the atmosphere Is vastly more complicated or you have no reason to suppose
that airplanes and birds work the same way - birds have no propellors and airplanes
have no feathers.” But the premises of these criticisms are true only in the most
superficial sense: the same principles (e.g, Bernoulll's law) apply to real as well as
ideal tluids, and they apply whether the fluids tlow over a feather or an aluminum
wing.

Relate Papert's analogy to whether or not machines will ever be able to really think. How dothe
arguments of the opponents of machines thinking and the argument of opponents of “artificial
flying” seem the same?

If a machine can be made to think, then perhaps we are machines. Although this statement
ssems to disturb some people, our bones, muscles, and blood obey the laws of physics; our
enzymes and DNA follow the laws of chemistry.

John Searle at the University of California, Berkeley, suggests that the computer is an im-
mensely useful tool in the study of language and the study of the mind, but it can’t really think
because all it does Is manipulate symbols which don't really mear anything to the computer.
People working In Al find these arguments less than comgelling. While opinions aiffer on
whethermachines can really think, researchers tend to be more comfortable thinking ofthem-
selves as machines.

“What if we are machines? If so, we are marvelously complex and surprising machines. ..
Perhaps a snowflake is only a collection of water molecules. Perhaps the Magic Fluteis oniy a
collection of sound waves. And perhaps, in trying to isolate the essence of the human mind, Al
will only reaffirm how useful and precious it really Is.” (Science 85, March, 1985).

Now, let's go back to our original questions.

Can machines be developed that are smarter than human creatures?
Wil artiticial intelligence make the human brain obsolete?
What do you think?
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The Delphi Survey
- Activity | -

introduction

The Delphi Survey is amethod of gathering opinions from a group of experts. The name Delphi
comes from the ancient Greek city, Delphi. It was there that the Oracle resided, and people
journeyed from afar to seek its forecasts and advice. The Delphi method, today, is most often
used with other forecasting methods to study the future.

Forecasting, however, is not the same as consult-
ing an oracle who supposedly knows the future in
advance. In forecasting, information Is gathered
3. .and studied to determine the possible ways that
. "future events might cccur,as well as what changes
S could take place to make an event happen. For
- Instance, weather forecasters do not simply make
guesses; they chart and calculate air pressures,
" wind directions, and amounts of moisture. Exam-
Ining the possible forecasts, they then make a
-prediction about the weather for the next day or
-.geveral days. The accuracy of their prediciions
“-depends on how much information they have, how
R - well they use that information, and how well they

. understand the naturalforces that produce weather
. patterns.

The Delphi Survey is basically a series of ques-
tionnaires preseated to a panel of experts who
3l thenindicatetheiropinion, preference, orjudg-
§ menton those questions. The idea is that a good
estimation of a situation can be obtained when
many persons are asked to provide advice. When
the panelists complete the first set of questions, known as “Round #1", the moderator or
manager compiles the answers and summarizes the results. The results are then presentedto
thefull panel. After they examIne the results, they may wish to change their first answer or stay
with their original choice. The guestions are presented again in “Round #2" and so on until
some agreement has been reached. Panelists are required to explain the reasons for their
choices.

By presenting the questions several times the panelists have a chance to re-think their own
ideas, as weil asthe ideas of others. Each panelist works independently and does not publicly
announce howhe/sherespondedtotne questions. Anonymityisan important characteristic of
the Delphi Survey. It allows one to freely express one's opinion without being influenced or
intimidated by others.

A moderator or manager serves to organize and present the survey resuits.

In this activity you will use the Delphi Survey to express your opinions about aa-ances in artifi-
cialintelligence, computers, and the changes that will occur in the future. As you carry out this
activity, you will have the opportunity to express your own feelings about artificial intelligence
and computer technology.
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Inctructions

You will participate in two rounds of the survey by corpleting the questionnaire, What Are Your
Future Forecasts, (Handout 3) provided by your tea. .1a1. The questionnaire lists several types
of future advances in artificial intelligence and in coinputer technology that could occur.

On the questionnaire you will indicate
- whether you think the advances and changes are desirable,
- when you think they will occur,
- what are th2 effects of the advances and changes, and
- why you came to your conclusions.

If you need more space to expiain your conclusions, use the back of the form.

When everyonein the class has completed the survey, the forms will be collected. A moderator
or small committee will totai the results and summarize the comments. The results, presented
on a survey form, will be posted for the entire class to examine. After reviewing the results, the
entire class will complete a second survey form.

Delphi Round #1

— Each student will receive one copy of the survey form and individually answer the questions.
It is important that you do not discuss your responses with anyone else. As mentioned
before, one of the major assets of the Delphi Survey is confidentiality. This allows members
of the Delphi panel to freely express their opinions without being influenced by others.

— On the left hand column of the form is a list of advances and changes. Take each one in turn
and decide whather you think it is desirable. There are four choices: VERY DESIRABLE,
DESIRABLE,NEUTRAL,and NOT DESIRABLE. Mark(x) yourchoice in the proper box. Then
indicate when you think it will occur:

Between 1980 and 20007
Between 2001 and 2010?
Between 2011 and 20207
Beyond 20207

Never?

Again, mark (x) the proper box.

— |n the next column, list some effects you think will occur.

— In the last column, explain why you came to that conclusion. That is, what information or
events helped you make your decision? (Use the back of the form if you need more space for
your answer.)

Dalphl Round #2

— Revlew the results of Round #1 presented on the suinmary survey form. How did your res-
ponses compare with the responses of the other panel members?

— Where were the responses simiiar? Different?

— Do you agree or disagree with the explanations glven? Why or why not?

— Do you think that the forecasts can be supported by the avidence?

— Where was there groatest agreement among the panel members? Greatest dlsagree-
ment?

— Yourteacher will distribute a second copy of the surveyform.Complete the forminthe same
way as you did on the flrst round. This time, however, you know the opinions of the rest of the
panel (although you should not know which specific studentgave each response). What do
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you think about the majority opinion? Are there any changes that you would like to make?
Again, explain how You made your decision in the space provided. Be sure to indicate the
facts that support your decision.

— A moderator or committee will again summarize the results and present the findings to the
rest of the class.

Discussicn of the Results

—The results of the two rounds will be put on the chalkboard or projected on a screen for
everyore to see.
— During the class discussion, consider the following questions:

— Are the results of the two rounds similar or different?

— Were there many changes made in the second round?

— On which items was there the greatest agreement? Greatest disagreement? Can you
explain thc reasons for the agreement and/or the disagreement?

— What does the panel like most about computers? Least?

— In what ways will advances in artificial intelligence and computer tachnolu:y change the
way we live?
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Introduction
Ascenariois a story or description of a possible future -what could be. In writing ascenarioone
forecasts certain kinds of changes and tries to imagine the effects of those changes. A single
change can bring about other changes. When one examines possible changes and tries to put

everything together into a “total” picture, as in a scenario, it becomes easier to see how one
event relates to another to create a possible future event.

Scenarios are frequently used in conjunction with or as a “follow-up” to other future forecast-
ing strategies. They are also used, sometimes, as a planning guide. One may determine one's
goals for the future and use the scenario to lay out the steps necessary to get there. For exam-
ple, if one's goalwere to establish acommunity in space, the scenario should describe how the
community functions. The descriptions would include the number and types of people living
there, the work that will be done, the kinds of food and shelter needed, the methods for obtain-
ing supplies, types of leisure activities, the possible effects of living in outer space, andsocn.
As problems and needs begin to emerge, the planner will have a framework from which to work
out the necessary details and consider the different ways to create a space community.

52

57




Scenarios are also used to examine the effects of decisions. Different decisions lead to dif-
ferent futures. The scenarios in this case would describe where a particular decision will lead.
By looking at that possible end result, one can perhaps decide better whether or not that'sthe
changedesired. Forinstance, one mightdecidethat alltheworkinthe space communitvwillbe
performed by robots. What, then, will the human residents do? With all that free time will they
pursue other creative activities such as painting, composing music, writing novels, or what?
Will there be enough activity in that small area to keep peorie entertained. Will they become
bored and lazy?

What are the advantages of being served by robots? Disadvantages?

Science fiction is one form of scenario writing. Some writers base their scenes on today’s
cumrenttrends and try to project what the future holds if the trends continue. Jules Verne in the
1800’'s predicted the existence of submarines, airplanes, and spaceships for the future. Other
writers have suggested new and different styles of living; for example, societies where everyone is
identical and people live free from conflict and competition, such as Aldous Huxley's Brave
New World. Others have used their stories to point outin a more diametric way the problems of
our current society. In all cases, science fiction writers test new visions by ietting th.eir imag-
inations explore different and unusual ideas.

Instructions

Inthe previousreading, “Smart Machines - Can Computer. Make the Human Brain Obsolete?”,
youlearned aboutartificial intelligence, whatitis, what it cando now, andwhat researchers are
trying to make it do in the future. Social questions were raised throughout the reading regard-
ing concerns abgut Al and computers and their impact on society. Two of the more significant
questions dealt with the possibility of developing machines that might be smarter than their
human creators and whether Al might make the human brain obsolete.

You ha . read the opinions of the experts. Some of them are in full agreement, others agree
partially, and still others are in total disagreement. You also have the results of the Delphi Sur-
veywhich providethe opinions of your classmates onthese sameissues. In this activity you are
to write your scenario for the future insofar as Al is concerned. What will Al enable ustodo ten
years from now? What kinds of intelligent machines will there be? What will they be like? Will
they be able to think? Will they be able to “talk” with us? Will they be able to hear or see? Will
they be able to cry, laugh, or feel pain? How might they change our lives? Change the work-
place? Change schools? Change the ways we spend our leisure time? Change travel? Change
medicine? Change...?

Here are some additional helpful questions to guide you.

— What are some of the known facts or trends that might support your ideas?

— How well does the story hold together? Does one idea relate to another to build a com-
olete story?

— Do you have any suggestions about how a different problem might be solved?

— Are your arguments well presented? How might you make your ideas more believable?

— Is the scenario intriguing to the reader?

In this activity, the future will be in your hands. Good luck and do a great job.
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The Smithville Decision
- Reading 1 -

As acitizen of Smithville, you are about to vote on a proposal that will have asignificant effect
onyou and your neighbors. The Metrcpolitan Electric Companywants tobuilda nuclear-fueled
power plant 20 miles from the center of town. Your vote will help to decide the fate of the pro-
posed plant. Many differentand new changes will come about if this plant is approved. Therefore,
consider the issues carefully and discuss the question with others before coming to a final
decision. .

woa m o aeym gew me s B Y N A S T Y M s ey iy e gr o prarvm

Togive you some ideas concerning the issues surrounding the question of nuclear power, read
the following transcript of a tape recording of the town meeting that took place earlier this
month in Smithville. At this meeting people from all sections of the town came to give their
opinions about the building of the nuclear plant. Examine each of the opinions critically and
use worksheet No. 1 to help you reach your decision.

Feading 1: A transcript from Smithville Town Meeting - Proposal: The Construction Of
Smithville Nuclear Power Plant

MRS. MILTON: There is no question that the present power generating plants supplying our
areaare old and can’t produce all the electricity that our town will needin the
future. Most of you probably remember what happened diring the hot spei!
last August. It was unbearable without air conditioning. When we all had our
air conditioners on full blast, the increased electricity load proved too much
for the system to handle and we were “blacked out” for two days. Having no
lights was bad enough, but what was worse was that we couldn’t cook. There
was no hot water for showers, and when the freezer defrosted ! had to throw
outmy frozenvegetables thathadjust been harvested from ourgarden. Don't
even mention all of the meats that had to be thrown out.

MR. SHOAR: Yes, indeed, do | remember that calamity! With my arthritis | couldn’tgetupto
my tenth floor apartment without the elevator and iad to camp out in the
lobby of the building. Half of the people inthe building were down therel Even
the people who could get upto their apartments weren’t any better off. With
the water pumps out of service there was no way to get water upstairs unless
you carried it yourself. Those people upstairs couldn’t even flush their toilets!

MRS. LEON: The electric utility company has put in more safety devices to keep that from
happening again. But we still have to put up with those annoying brownouts
when they ¢ .« back on power. And the brownouts always come at the most

' Adapted in part from lozzi, Louis A. et al. Energy: Decision for Today and Tomorrow. Sotis
West, Inc, Longmont, Co. 1982,
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MR. ADAMS:

MR. THOMSON:

MRS. FLETCHER:

MR. BROWN:

inconvenicnttimes-when I’'mcooking nnerorinthe middle of myfavorite
TV show, or when the kids are doing their homework at night. Have you
noticed that there were more and more brownouts in the last few months,
ever since they built that new section of houses and the new refrigerator
assembly plant came into town?

I think that the nuclear generating plant is going to be a good thing for all of
us. Electricity from the oil- generating plants has been getting more expen-
sive every year. On my social security pension | can't afford much of any-
thing else after paying the rentand electric bill. | don’t knowwhat | can doiif it
goes any higher. Last winter | turned my electric heater down as low as |
could stand. But | have asthma and rheumatism and have to keep the
rooms warm.

Electricity from a nuclear generator will be quite a bit cheaper. Our taxes
could also be lowered because the new nuclear plant would be selling elec-
tricity to our neighboring town. Taxes from that will mean that the town
wouldn't need to collect as much tax monegy from our local people.

The price of oil has fluctuated dramatically over the last ten years. There
have been temporary oil glutsthatdropped prices, but because muchn of our
oil is imported, both prices and supplies are dictated by foreign countries.
While we continue to import oil, we also continue to increase our vulnerability
to possible cutoffs of supplies, to rising prices and political pressures, and to
interferences from exporting countries. I’'m tired of having my electric bills
rise each month.

I'm not sure that nuclear generated electricity is going to be any cheaper.
It's my understanding that the <.asign and construction costs of nuclear
plants are very high. In addition, experience has shown that very few plants
are completed at or below the original projected cost. Someone has to pay
this expense. Won't this cost be added to our electricity bills?

Iam an economistforthe powercompany. Thepowercompanyfeels thatin
the long run it would be more economical to generate electricity from nuclear
power. Werealize thatthe initial capitalinvestment(the construction costs,
etc.) is greaterfor nuclear power plants than coal fired power plants because
of the added safety and envrionmental features. However, the fuel costs
will be less and with the depreciation and capital investment over time, we
projeci that the cost per kilowatt-hour (kWh) will be less. If we examine the
economic data for our nuclear plant, which has been in operation since
1980; our coal plant, which has been in operation since 1976; and our oil
plant, which has been in operation since 1970, we can see the costsavings
that nuclear power provides.

Power Plant Operations & Total
Type Fuel Cost Capital Maintenance  Cost/kWh
Coal 1.8¢ 1.1¢ 0.4¢ 3.3¢
Nuclear 0.8¢ 1.8¢ 0.6¢ 3.2¢
Oil 5.7¢ 1.0¢ 0.6¢ 7.3¢

It should be noted that the capacity factor — the percentage of electricity
produced compared to the amountcapable of being produced — affects the
kWh cost. The higher the capacity factor, the lower the cost. The capacity
factors for the above plants were: nuclear 71%; coal 73.7%; and oil 30.0%.
Thereason the oil capacity factor is so low isbecause we use it asabackup
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MR. JACOBS:

MR. FETTER:

MR. JACKSON:

MISS SPENCER:

power plant—thatis, it is used onlywhen the demand is above normal. We
have projected that the cost per kWh for our new nuclear plant will be be-
tween 8 and 38% less than coal. The variation is due in part to the sulphur
content of the coaiwe are allowed to burn, and the necessary environmental
features required. | must also mention that the actual costs are influenced
by inflation, construction delays and price changes in fuel.

| think sometimes we should learn to give up a few of our modern-age com-
forts and conveniences and perhaps try to cut back on the amount of elec-
tricity we use. There are some things money can't buy. I'm talking about
Stevens Lake where they plan to build the nuclear plant. The lake has the
besttroutfishing and swimmingin all of Tatum County. Waterwill be needed
to cool the nuclear generator,and the water going back into the lake will be
saveral degrees warmer. No one knows for sure what might happen to the
lake by increasing its watertemperature. Wai merwaters canleadtoincreased
growth of algae and bacteria and can cause changes in the numbers and
types of fish that live there.

Idon’t want our natural recreational arsa changed and marred by that mon-
strous concrete and steel generating structure.

lagree with Mr. Jacobs. It's vitally important to protect our natural lands from
such drastic changes. Building the plant doesn’t end with just the plant
alone. High-voltage transmission lines will be needed to carry the elec-
tricity. Roads will be widened to permit the heavy truck traffic. Large parking
lots will be needed for the plant employees’ cars, and the entire area will
have to be fenced off and heavily guarded to prevent intruders or possible
saboteurs.

This is all very confusing to me. | am not really sure how a nuclear plant
actually works.

I'm an engineer with the Metropolitan Electric Company. Let me seeif | can
explain it to you. Nuclear plants produce their energy through a process
called nuclear fission. Nuclear fission takes place when &n atomic particle
strikes the nucleus of an atom and is then absorbed in the nucleus. This
causes that atom to become unstable so that it splits apart into two smaller
particles. Uranium, found in nature, is a substance whose atoms readily
split. This makes it an excellent fuel source to use in a nuclear reactor. The
nuclearreactoris used inthe nuclear power plant astheboilerisusedinthe
fossil fuel plant.

Nuclearfission, the process of splitting the atom, produces thz heat necessary
toturnwaterintosteam. A nuclear plantuses steaminthe samemethodasa
coal- or oil-fueled plant. The steam is forced against blades in a turbine,
causing them to turn a shaft that extends into a generator. This motion
causes the spinning of poles of an electromagnet between coils of copper
wire, thus producing electricity.

Water from Stevens Lake would be needed in the cooling process; however,
our engineering desigh will include cooling towers so that the hot water will
not be directly discharged into the lake. Hot water from the power plant will
be cooledin the cooling towsrand recycled. Some waterused inthecooling
processwould be returned tothe lake at a slightly, but insignificantly higher
temperature than the lake. Most of the heat would be luostto the atmosphere
as steam from the cooling tower. We feel that there would be no negative
thermal pollution to the lake.




Thischart helpsto describe whatis known asthe nuclearfuel cycle. It tracks
the life cycle of nuclear fuel from the mining of uranium to the storage of
waste material.
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WASTE STORAGE REPROCESSING
The waste fuel will Spend fuel will REACTOR
remain radioactive yield isotopes
for tens of thou- for recycling
sands of years
MR. HAYES: As mayor of the town, my concern isto see toitthat the community has suffi-

cient electricity to satisfy its needs and has enough for future needs. We all
want our town to grow and prosper and that won’t happen if we don't have
enough electricity. A nuclear generator has less effect on the environment
than any othear type of electricity- generating plant now in general use. You
can see for yourself the smoke that comes out of our oil-generating plant.
With an oil shortage we might have to change to coal generators and that
too will affect the air quality. Let me give you some facts: a typical fossil fuel
plant generating 1,000 megawatts of electricity throws out into the air each
day several hundred tons of particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen
oxide, and ash, as well as carbon monoxide. To keep a coal generator
operating, railroad cars will be needed to bring in the coal.

MRS. CANTOR: If our town aliows a n=\. generating plant to be built, that plant can’t be
smoky and dirty. The &' around the town is bad enough with our coal-
burning steel mill. | justread in a recent study that places with high air pollu-
tion have many more cases of lung disease and deaths as a result of the
polluted air. Children and older people are more easily affected, and | don't
want anything that might risk the health of my children.

Anuclear-generating plant doesn’t throw out dirty smoke with carbon mon-
) oxide and sulfur. Sulfur dioxide is what causes our cars and other metals to
’: rust so quickly around here. If it does that to our metals, can you imagine
7 what it does to our lungs?
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MR. ANDERS:

MRS. HANSEN:

MR. DALTON:

You have some very good arguments against coal generators, Mrs. Cantor,
and | must admit | agree with you wholeheartedly. In terms of the visible
effects ontheland and air, nuclearfuelis by farthe cleanest.| am, however,a
bit concerned about the small amounts of radioactivity that come from
nuclear planis. | know that amount is very little compared to the amount of
radioectivity every personis naturally exposed to. Thisis called background
radiationand comesfromradioactive elementsthatare part ofthe earth and
from radiation from space. Background radiation amounts to about 80 to
200 millirems per person per year. Radiation from nuclear plants is about 5
millirems. Derital x-rays or x-rays to detect broken bones often amountto 50
millirems for each examination. We know that radiation is one of the causes
of cancer and defects in our genes. The amount of additional radiation from
nuclear plants may be very small, but | don't know how much that would
increase our chances of getting those diseases. And what if there were a
plant accident? Then very large amounts of radiation could leak out.

After reading quite a bit about nuclear energy, my greatest fear is the
possibility of a core meltdown. | know there are bundles of fuel rods contain-
ing uranium pellets that make up the reactor core and this core is usually
submerged in thousands of gallons of flowing water. This flowing water is
what keeps the temperature down. However, if this cooling does not take
place, the fuel could heat up to its melting point of about 5,000 degrees F.
The material making up the core could dissolve into a molten mass or a
core meltdown.

As far as we know, the occurrence of a ‘meltdown' has taken place once in
the history of commercial nuclear power. In May 1986 at the Chernobyl
nuclear power plant, 80 miles north of Kiev in the Soviet Union, a reactor
meltdown and explosion caused untold deaths and long-term health and
environmental damage. Thousands of people were exposed to high levels
of radiation, and tens of thousands were evacuated from the endangered
regions. Radioactivegases and particies spread over large sections offarm-
land in the Ukraine, while water supplies for more than 6 million inhabitants
of Kiev were threatened with contamination. It will 1ake years to measure
the long-term effects of this accident in the Soviet Union and the surround-
ing countries that received exposure from the fallout of radiation.

Astherepresentativefromthe powercompany, let me assure youthatradia-
tion leakage has never been a problem at any of our other plants. Our plants
operaie under the strictest of safety regulations. The level of radiation
inside and outside the plants is constantly being monitored. In fact, the level
of radiation in the water leaving the plant is less than 10% of the maximum
allowed by the government agency. The plants are designed to guard against
any possible accident thatwe can imagine. No other type of industrial plant
has so many safety meesures; we “over-engineer” our plants. To guard
against any meltdown, nuclear plants have multiple Emergency Care Cool-
ing Systems (ECCS). These systems of pipes, valves and additional water
supplies are designed to flood and cool down the core s a back-up in case
of an accident. The Nuclear Regulatery Commission (NRC) has estimated
the chance for the worst meltdown is 1 in 100,000.

Admittedly, Chernobyl was a disaster that did take place but you must
understand thatthe nuclear plants in the United States are buift under a dif-
ferent set of design specifications and governed by more stringentregulatory
policies than are plants in the U.S.S.R.

Nuclear reactors in the U.S. are safer than those in the U.S.S.R. The two
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MS. ROBERTS

MR. HAYES:

major differences are: (1) the 1.S. does not use graphite cores, which are
capable of catching on fire should they be heated at higher temperatures
than normally exist in nuclear reactor cores; and (2) the U.S. constructs
nuclear reactors with containment structures which prevent the release of
radiation. U.S.S.R. reactors do not have containment structures.

| represent the local economic development council. My job is to attract
business and industry to locate in our town. Smithville has a lot to cffer. We
have a good road and rail system, plenty of water, a large potential workiorce,
and the area is a pleasant place to live. Our major problem is that we can't
provide the power that many businesses need and it is for this reason that
several companies have declined to locate in Smithville during the past
three years. | can promise you that we will become the home to many new
companies if we can provide the power. | say we must build the plant.

Well folks, if thers are no further comments, | declare this meeting closed.
We have heard some informed comments and excellentarguments both for
and against building the plant. We all have a lot to think about.

Use Handout 4 (distributed by your teacher) to identify the main arguments presented at the
Smithville Town meating.
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The Smithville Decision
— Activity | —

Committee Discussion

The class will divide into small groups (of 3 - 5) to discuss the opinions presented at the
Smithville Town Mesting. Atthe beginning of the group meeting, make sure you complete
Handout 4.

During the small-group session, discuss what you think are the best reasons for support-
ing or rejecting the proposed plant. Discuss what opinions given at the Smithville Town
Meeting are important considerations for you.

Use your completed Handout 4 to help you identify the important opinions. From your
other readings and study activities you may find additional reasons for making a decision
about a nuclear power station in your town. Present these in the discussion.

Each group will try to come to an agreement on whether or not to allow a nuclear power
station to be built at Smithville. In addition, each group will select the best reason for mak-
ing such adecision. If no agreement can be reached, select the best reasons from each of
the opposing sides.

Onemember from your group should be elected to present the group's decisionto all the
townspeople. He/she will give a summary ¢f your group’s discussion and include the
reasons why the decision was made. This summary should be no longer than 5 minutes.

Class Discussion: The Smithvilie Decision

The class willmeet as an entire town to vote on the new nuclear plant. Each personinthe
class will represent a citizen in Smithviile.

Amemberfrom each of the sma!l-group committees will presenta summary of the group’s
opinions. This presentation should not be longer than five minutes.

After all the presentations have been made, you, as Smithville residents, will have an
opportunity to ask any additional questions.

The Vote At Smithville:

Each Smithville citizen will cast his/her vote “for” or “against” the proposed nuclear
power plant by a secret ballot. One does not have to vote according to the decision made
at the committee discussion.

A moderatorwill count the votes and announce the results. Would you have predicted this
result after hearing the different committee speeches?

Questions For Class Discussion:

What decislon should be made so that the nseds of the townspeople are best served?
Why? What needs should be more Important than others?

Ifthe town could notobtain sufficlent eiectrical power, what group/groups of users should
be asked to reduce thelr electricity usaye? Why?

Should preserving the land In Its natural state ever interfere with the growth and progress
of a community? Why?

Howdoesanuclearaccident thatoccursin a foreign country affect decisions madein this
country? Why?
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Smithville Today
- Reading 2 -

Theresidents of Smithviile decided to allow the nuclear plant to be built and the plant has been
in operation for a number of years now. The local residents are generally quite satisfied with
this development. New industries have moved into the area, bringing with them new jobs and
adding new tax revenue to the local government. The landowners are particularly happy with
theriseintheirlandvalues; many, infact, haverecently sold large parcels of land for new hous-
ing developments to provide homes for the recent arrivals. At first some townspeople were
quite fearful of the nuclear reactor, but now they seem to have become used to the idea and
have accepted this as a fact of life.

Two Hundred Miles from Smithville
-Scenel -

County Highway 237 is clogged with cars asfar
asthe evecan see. Trafficis barely moving, if at
all. The cars have buraper stickers which read
*Too hot for Our Roads” or “Radioactivity - not
for Our Roads”, and the chanting of “Keep
them off our r~ads” carries over the hum of the
auto engines. Tom Jones, newscaster for Sta-
tion WRAC, is interviewing the motorists.

NEWSCASTER: Canyoutsll me what is taking place here? Why have so many peo-
{Tom Jones)  ple come to stage this traffic slowdowr demonstration?

DEMONSTRATOR ONE: We have come to fight for the hcalth and safety of people .vho use
thia road or live close to it. We are going to put a stop to trucking
radivactive waste materials on our roads.

NEWSCASTER: Where is the radioactive waste coming from and where s it going?

DEMONSTRATOR ONE. It's from the nuclear power plant up in Smithville. You know that
uranium, the fuel for a nuclear plant, doesn’t get all used up. The
unused fuel and leftover waste products from a nuclear reaction
contains several new types of radioactive elements, including
plutonium. This waste is among the most deadly substances known.
It is being taken to be stored in a safe place or to a reprocessing
plant where usable uranium can be separated outand putinto new
fuel rods.

NEWSCASTER: Why are you so 3gainst transporting this waste? It has to be taken
away.

DEMONSTRATOR ONE. Well, radioactive materialsjustdon'tbelong onthernzis. There are
simply too many chances for accidents. Do you know what might
happen if one of those trucks had an accident and one of the con-
tainers broke, spilling radioactive materials all over the area? The
substance released is like that from a nuclear bomb. People close
to the accident would be exposed to high doses of radiation and
would die from radiation sickness. People further away wotld be
exposad to lesser amounts, but any increased exposure to radia-
tion will increase the chanse of getting cancer. Others v#ill not
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NEWSCASTER:

DEMONSTRATOR ONE:

DEMONSTRATOR TWO:

NEWSCASTER:

DEMONSTRATOR TWO:

become sick but radiation can cause genetic defects and when
people have children, the children could suffer from serious defects.

What makes you think that an accident could happen? Aren’t the
trucks well protected against the possibility of accidents?

Sure you canguard against accidents but you can’t absolutely pre-
vent accidents! Just beause you have a seatbelt on doesn’t mean
that you wouldn't run into another car orthat another car won't run
into you. No one can prevent the truck-driver from blacking out or
suffering a heart attack So they have a back-up driver who could
take over. What about other drivers on the road? How can you order
back-up drivers for everyone on the road?

Thereisalsothe possibility of people staaling the radioactive material
for making bombs. Nuclear bombs are not that difficult to make
once one gets hold of plutonium, which is part of the waste “spent”
fuel. Terrorist groups can easily hijack planes. They can just as
easily steal a shipment of waste materials or the enriched fuel that
hasbeenreprocessed atthereprocessing plant. 1t's not possible to
guard every inch of the road. Even guarded areas can be broken
through!

It seems to me that bringiag fuel rods in and taking out the ‘spent’
fuel and other waste products are part ofthe process of generating
electrical power from nuclear reactors. Don’t you think that if peo-
ple want electricity, they must accept some of these risks?

Notat all. We feel that the riskin this case is just to. yreat. One tiny
speck of plutonium getting into the lungs can cause death. What's
more, the radioactivity of plutonium can be considered as lasting
almost forever. Ittakes over 24,000 years foronly half of it tc lose its
radioactivity. That's a long time!

NEWSCASTER WALKS OVER TO INTERVIEW DEMONSTRATOR IN ANOTHER CAR.

DEMONSTRATOR THREE:

NEWSCASTER:

DEMONSTRATOR FOUR:

NEWSCASTER:

We, too, do not see why we should suffer the possible conse-
quence of a decision made by another town and the power com-
pany. We had nosay in the decision. Nobody asked us! Why should
their decision be forced on us?

| can see your point, but the electricity from the plant also goes to
other communities. You probably use products made by com-
panies that are also customers of that nuclear generator.

We still feel that nuclear power is not a safe energy source, and
right now we have to get the trucks off the road. Look at what the
railroads have done. The Association of American Railroads has
refused to transport radioactive waste .:n the grounds that it is too
dangerous. If they ship the waste, they demand that special trains
and crews beused and . atthe trains operate at much lower speeds
and on different tracks. So, if the railroads have recognized the
dangers, there is even more reason for road users to do the same.
Some of those trucks have to go many hundreds of miies 1o the dis-
posal or reprocessing center. Roads don't only go through deser-
ted areas but also through cities, across bridges, and into tunnels.
There are people everywhere along the way.

What does your greuis suggest be done? The waste has to getto
the storage center somehow.
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DEMONSTRATOR FIVE: First things first, and the first step is to order all trucks carrying

radioactive materials off ti.e roads. If they can't use the roads, they
will have to come up with another solution.

Office of the Nuclear Regulat. v Commission

-Scene 11 -

The action shifts to the offices of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The newscasterisinter-
viewing a spokesman for the government regulatory agency and a representative from the

power company.
NEWSCASTER:

SPOKESMAN:

NEWSCASTER:
SPOKESMAN:

NEWSCASTER.

COMPANY

REPRESENTATIVE:

NEWSCASTER:

SPOKESMAN.

You are well aware of the .emonstration on Highway 237 that has
created the massive traffic tie-up. | want you to tell the listeners
what you think of the situation.

Personally, | feel that the demonstrators are acting much too emo-
tionally. Just the word “radioactivity” and they are ready to shut
everything down. The shipment of radioactive waste is closely
regulated and better safety measures are continually being developed.
The materials are shipped in specially designed metal casks with
layers of lead casing. They are constructed to shield people from
radiation and to disperse the heat generated by radioactive decay.

The trucks carrying the casks are specially marked on top so that
helicopters or planes can be used to watch their movement.

What might happen if the casks were involved in an accident?

We have considered such a possibility. The design of the cask
takes intoaccount whatwe consider to be the worst possible situa-
tion. The casks can be dropped from a height of a three- story build-
ing onto concrete. That is like a crash at 60 mph. They can't be
punctured from a fall of 4 fect onto a steel spike 6 inches wide. If
there were afire, the casks can stand heat up to 1,475°F forhalf an
hour. If they happen to fall into water, they can stay submerged for
at least 8 hours. | would think those are very high standards.

Have there been any accidents involving shipments of radioactive
materials?

Yes, there have been a few minor accidents. But if you look at the
statistics, you will find our safety record is very good. In all cases
there was no significant escape of radioactivity, nor was there any
injury caused by radioactivity. One driver died, but that was from
the crash and not from what was carried on the truck

Nonetheless, even with all the safety regulations, do you think that
such dangerous materials should be permitted on public roads?
There is always a possibility that a danger was not considered in
the safety design.

Weare notthe only ones who ship dangerous materials. The highways
are filled with trucks carrying highly flammable fluids, deadly pois-
onous chemicals, explosives, and unstable industrial chemicals.
Millions of tons of these materials travel the roads yearly. | think
those present more dangers to the public than the few shipments
we make eachyear.Only the other day a chemicaltruck overturned
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NEWSCASTER:

SPOKESMAN:

NEWSCASTER:

SPOKESMAN:

REPRESENTATIVE:

NEWSCASTER:

SPOKESMAN:

NEWSCASTER:

Discussion Questions:

and released a poisonous gas covering miles, ana several people
were killed.

What is the chance of an extra severe accideni occurring and
radioactivity being released?

Our government calculations show that such an accident might
occur in 4,000 years. This is based on figures for the year 2000
when 1,000 nuciear plants are in operation. Sothere doesn’t seem
to be much to worry about for now or in the future.

Thatfigureisfora serious catastrophe. What are your estimatesfor
lesser accidents? How many shipriients are made each year?

According to our estimates, for every 20 years a plant is in opera-
tion, a loaded cask would be involved in a truck accident. Accident
estimates involving rail or barge shipments are much lower, about
one in every 170 years for each nuclear plant.

To answer your question cn the number of shipments we make, our
plant at Smithville makes 60 truck shipments, 10 rail shipments
and 5 barge shipments. We are certainly not crowding the roads. A
coal power plant, for example, uses thousands of trainloads of coal
each year.

What about the possibility of some terrorist group hijacking a truck
transporting radioactive wastes. Could they use the spent fuel to
make a bomb that could be used against us?

Well, that's possible, but not very likely. For example, there really
isn’t enough Plutonium in spent fuel to make a bomb unless you
utilize very expensive and complicated reprocessing procedures.
You see, it takes ninety percent Uranium 235 to produce a bomb;
reactor fuel contains only three or four percent. So, converting that
fuelinto a form usable to build abomb will require avery expensive
enriching process.

Thank you, gentlemen, for your informative comments.

What are the primary concerns of the demonstiators?

Do you think the jemonstrators have valid concerns? Why?
Do the demonstrators have a right to stop and disrupt traffic?
What could the consequences be of such an action?

Do you feel the consequencas are worth the action?

Do you think the company representative presented reasonable arguments for transporting

nuclear wastes? Why?

Are there any problems with these arguments? What are they?
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The Governor’s Decision
% - Activity 2 -
The demonstration has completely brought to a standstill all movement of traffic on Highway

237.Ahealthand safety hazard has been created because no vehicle can get through overthe
stretch of 15 miles, not even ambulances or firstrucks. The demonstrators have stated that

they will continue to Ltock traffic until the government outlaws trucks carrying radioactive
waste materials. The Governor recognizes the near impossibilities of such demands because
the “spent” fuel cannot be left at the power plarts, which have no long term storage or rep-
rocessing facilities With 5 nuclear power plants in the state, this would create a more critical
situation.

To stop the demonstration, the Governor considers calling in the National Guard to arrest the
demonstrators. Should Governor Curtis take this action?

Discussion Questions:

What should be the Governor's most important concern when making his decision?
Why?

As the Governor of the state, should he make sure that the laws are obeyed? Why or
why not?

Often, when soldiers or police are called in to stop demonstrators, riots break out and peo-
ple are injured. Who should be blamed if injuries occur? Why?

Should thie possibility of an accident involving a shipment of radioactive materials be con-
sidered by the Governor in making his decision? Why or why not?

If the demonstrators are irrested, how s4ould they be punished? Why?

If during the demonstration an ambulance is unable to get to the aid of a heart attack vic-
tin, who should be blamed? The demonstrators? Operators of the nuclear plant? The
Governor?

If the demonstrators objec. to the shipment of radioactive materials, should they also
object to shipments of other types of dangerous materials? Is there a difference? Why or
why not?

The demonstrators are concerned about the health and lives of the people using the
roads. Shouldn't that be enough reason for what they are doing? Why or why not? Should
they continue their protest until some action is taken?
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Technology, Consequences And Responsibilities
- Activity 3 -

Many scientists and engineers contend that
the application of new technologies calls for
new responsibilities and perhaps even changes
in human behavior. The use of nuclear energy,
forexample, has created the dilemma of nuclear
waste storage. Nuclear waste, which remains
radioactive for tens of thousands of years, re-
quires safeguards for protecting living things
from its deadly radiation. There are hundreds of
thousands of tons of discarded uranium left
overinspentfuel in thousands of steel vessels
at various sites. There are cancer-producing
radioactive substances contained in these
wastesthatcan causeproblemsforareaswhere
the material is stored or buried.

Our society has the long-term commitment to
ensure the safe containment of this highly
dangerous substance. This also means the responsibility that we have presentiy created for
ourselves must also be passed on to future generations, centuries from now.

We are passing on a tremendous responsibility and we must question whether or not human
society can maintain nuclear safeguards over the long period. Will we need to create systems
of government in order to do so? What “price” must we pay for this bountiful source of energy
from nuclear power plants? If a nuclear energy generation has created new risks and respon-
sibilities, do other technologies also pose problems?

In this activity, you will consider this question by examining some existing technolagies and
some of their possible consequences.

On the chart “Technology, Consequences and Responsibilities” (Handout 5) are listed five
technologies. Next to each technology is an abuse, .nisuse, or undesirable effect of that
technological application.

Under the appropriate column

1. indicate new responsibilities that confront people because of that technology, and

2. suggest remedies to safeguard people or the environment from those undesirable conse-
quences. That is, what must we change, learn, give up, or do in order to ensure a safe and
healthy earth for living things?

Describe the types of actions that you feel need to be taken.

1. Wili people have to learn to behave differently?

2. What type ¢f new laws or regulations might we need, if any?
3. How can people be trained to act wisely?

4. Are there things that we must be willing to give up?

5. How can we guard against human error or unwise decisions?

6. How can we reduce the risks to ourselves and future generations?
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Procedures:

Your teacher will distribute copies of Technology, Consequences and Responsibilities
(Handout 5.

Meet in small groups of 3 to 5 students to complete the handout.

Examine each of the technologies in turn and discuss how the technology has influenced our
lives. That is, what does the technology permit us to do that we could not have done without
that technology?

From your discussion you should be able to identify some new responsibilitiesthat people now
face. List theseinthecolumn“New Responsibilities for People”. For example, the manufactur-
ing of automobiles places a responsibility on engineers to design reliable safety features and
auto workers to put the parts together with care. Drivers a. - expected to learn how to operate
the car properly, obey traffic rules, and maintain the car in good working condition. (Whether
people do, in fact, behave responsibly is another question.)

Under the column “Possible Solutions” suggest a solution for the situation described under
“An Undesirable Effect”. The members of the group should agree that the proposed solution is
indeed the best solution. Consider the following questions before you arrive at your decision.

Will it be easy for people to accept the solution? W’ at inconveniences must they learn
to accept? .

Does the solution require drastic changes or sacrifices?

Will the solution be fair to everyone?

Will the solution restrict personal freedom, and how important is personal freedom com-
pared to the undesirable consequences?

Will the solution require voluntary action or government regulations?

What effects will the solution have on our existing life-style?

Who will be responsible for carrying out the solution?

Which is the more desirable and effective solution?
After all the groups have completed the handout, a spokesperson from each group will report
on the group’s results.
Following the reports, discuss the questions below.

Which of the undesirable effects are more difficuit to prevent?

In ight of the many benefits of that technology, should people be willing to tolerate the
undesirable consequences?

Were the undesirabl. effects the direct result of the technology or the consequences of
frailties in human nature? Are there ways in which human nature might be improved?

Could the undesirable effects have been avoided from the beginning?
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A GGrowing Problem
- Acid Frecipitation -

An expanding bo2y of evidence points to acid precipitation as being responsible for adverse
effects on or'r environment and on society. These effects include acidification of lakes, rivers
and streams causingdeath tofish and other forms of aquatic life. There is also evidence point-
in~ to possible reductions in forest and crop productivity through acidification and loss of
minerals (demineralization) to the soil.

The problem of acid precipitation has touched many parts of the United States, Canada,
Europe, and Scandanavia. In 1984, the Office of Technology Assessment estimated that 27
states in the eastern half of the United States contain areas sensitive to acid precipitation.
Included in these areas are 17,000 lakes and 15,000 miles of streams. The report further
stated that 55% of these streams are either at risk or have already been altered by acid
deposition.

In the Adirondack region, for example, where acid precipitation has been severe, more than
100 lakes are now without any fish because of the acidity ofthe waier. Nova Scotia has at least
nine rivers that are so acidified that salmon living in these waters ¢an no longer reproduce.
Thereis also evidence that forests in Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, New Jersey, and
Virginia have been damaged by acid precipitation.

Acid precipitation effects are most severe in the northeast portion of the United States.
However, growing evidence shows the spreading of this problem to the southwest and mid-
west states, with all states east of the M.: sissippi River affected at least to some degree. The
most recent evidence has also shown the spread of acid precipitation into the far western
states, the majority of it being found around large cities such as Los Angeles, San Francisco,
and Seattle.

An extensive area of Canada, including a large part of the eastern region and portions of Wes-
ternAlberta, has beenaffected by the acid precipitation problem. In Scandanavia, the problem
is even more prevalert. A Norwegian study of the effects of acid rain in that country stated that
a majority of inland waters have completely lost their fish populations.

Acid precipitation is not a new problem. Back in 1852, a British scientist, Robert Angus Smith,
reported on the smoke-filled air covering the cily of Manchester. He suggasted that this
“polluted” air was related to the increasing acidic precipitation that was falling around the city.
Acid precipitation, however, has only become a major focus of concern and research since the
1960's. Over 3,000 studies dealing with acid precipitation have been conducted in North
America and Europe since 1960. What was once seen as a minor problem located in one sec-
tion of the country, now has spread to national and international proportions. Along with the
spread of acid precipitation comes the corresponding spread of naticral and . ternational
concerns, conflicts, and pelitics. This reading was prepared to help you examine some of the
many aspects of acid precipitation, including the following:

What is acid precipitation?
What causes it?
What are its effects?
What are some conclusions and solutions?
There are, obviously, many complex explanations writte . in scientific journals describing the

issues and concerns of acid precipitation. This reading should, however, provide you with
anough information to discuss the problem and actively participate in the accompanying
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activities. Before you continue with this reading, think about and respond to the following
questions:

What do you know about acid precipitation where you live?
What do you think are the causes of acid precipitation?
What are some international problems that might occur because of ac:d precipitation?

What Is Acid Precipitation?

There are acids that occur naturally in the airand fall to earth through rain, snow, or fog. Natre
has the capacity to neutralize them and reduce their harmful effects. The problem now,
however,isthatattimes the atmosphere has an overabundance fman-made acids.Incertain
areas the amount is so great, nature cannot adequately perform this neutralizing process.

Acid precipitation refers to the deposition of damaging atmospheric pollutants on surface
waters, soils, vegetation, and man-made objects (buildings, statues, etc.). Some pollutants are
acidic when deposited, while others only become acidic after depasition. Pollutants may be
deposited as either wet or dry particles. Pollutants also take the form of gases.

Acid precipitation can fall to earth anywhere downwind from its scurce. When it lands in large
cities, it is one more element added to thea pollution problem aiready found there.

What are other pollution problems generally associated with cities?

Do you think ther~ would be more or less acid precipitation found in cities as opposed to
the countryside? Why?

Pollutantscan drift in various directions depending on the wind currents. Pollutants travel with
tnhe air currents that form the various weather patterns of our hemisphere. This movement
allows the air to deposit its pollutants downwind from the location where it originated. < ne trip
can take many days and cover thousands of miles. During the voyage, pollutant molecules
chemicalily interact with sunlight, moisture, and oxidants to become weak, but destructive,
acids.

Reports indicate that Lake Superior has received acid precipitation fa!lout from cities as far
away as St. Louis, Cincinnati, and Pittsburgh. These cities are all more than five hundred miles
from Lake Superior. Weather conditions permitting, pollutants can travel hundreds of miles in
one day. Scientists have estimated that the average time in air for most pollutants is approx-
imately two to four days. However, some pollutants have been traced in air for weeks. With this
amount oftime in the atmosphere, it's possible for pollutants generatedin the United States to
cross thousands of miles of ocean and be deposited as acid rain in foreign countries.

How would local officials react to acld precipitation landing In your town’s streams and
rivers that were from pollutants originally generated in Europe?

Thedangers of acid precipitation are genuine and getting worse. Rainfalls in the eastern half of
the Uniied States and southeastern parts of Canada are about twenty-five times more acidic
than they would be from rainfalls containing nature’s acids only.

Scientists use pH to note the degree of acid in a solution. The expected pH value for pure rain-
water is pH 5.65. Anything below this level is considered acidic. However, during rece t
rainstorms in the southaern and western portion of the United Sitates, pl4 values of between 3.0
and 4.0 were recorded. If these levels were founc in this part of the country, what would you
estimate the pH levels to be during rainstorms in the northeastern part of the United States?
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Figure 6-1 shows the pH of precipitaticn in the United States and southern Canada for the
year 1981.

What was the pH of precipitation for the area in which you live?
How does it compare with other parts of the U.S. and Southern Canada? ‘

Where are the heaviest concentrations of acid precipitation? What might account for ‘
this?

Figure 6-1. pH of precipitation in 198" based upon data from approximately 100 National
Atmospheric Data Program sites in the United States and numerous sites in
southern Canada. The resspective volumes and pH values of precipitation from the
n.ecipitation events at individual sites have been combined in such a way as to
estimate for each site the pH value the precipitation would have had if it all had
been raceived at one time. The locations of the NADGP stations are indicated by
dots. No lines have been drawn in the western part of the country,and the average
pH vaiue is given at each location because there are too few stations to define pH
regions adequately (NADP, 1980, 1981).
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What Causes Acid Precipitation?
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Acid precipitation is primarily caused by
emissions of sulfur and nitrngen oxides that
areeventually oxidized into sulfuric acid and
nitric acid in the atmosphere and in soil. Pre-
cipitation is responsible for delivering these
pollutants to the earth. Studies conducted
in New York and parts of New England tell us
that approximately 60 to 70 percent of the
acidity in acid precipitation comes from sul-
furic acid and 30 to 40 percent comes from
nitric acid.

When there are high amounts of nitricacidin
acid precipitation, this usually means that
the pollutants came from the exhaust of
automobiles or other mobile sources. A high
proportion of sulfuric acid derivatives, how-
ever, indicates stationary sources, such as
power plants, smelters, or heavy industry.

The primary causes of acid precipitation
originate from human activities. Most of it
starts with the burning of fossil fuels - coal,
oil, and natural gas. In the United States
today, there are more than 200 tall smokes-
tacks rising 400 to 1,200 feet above smelt-
ing and power plants emitting sulfur and
nitrogen substances into the atmosphere.
This problem becomes compounded with
the possible construction of many new coal-
generating facilities. The United States is
placing greater reiiance on coal as an energy
source because of the prices of crude oil,
problems with foreign supplies, and public
concerns about the safety of nuclear energy.
With this emphasis on coal, air emissions
from energy-producing plants will increase.

Operating within standard environmental
reguiations, the smokestacks of electrical
plants, smelters and refineries, most of which
are found in the Ohio Valley (21 of them),
emit sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxide into
the air. These sources are the major con-
tributors to the acid precipitation problem.

Why do you think power plants can meet axisting environmental regulations and still con-

tribute to producing acid precipitation?

Many of these pollutants are carried off beyond the site where they are manufactured.
The higher the smokestack, the greater the distence smoke will travel fro where it was
generated. Some pollutants hover above the site o city where they are . oduced, allow-
ing them to settle back down locally through rain or dew.
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Itis estimated that in the United States approximately 26 million tons of sulfur dioxide are dis-
charged intothe atmosphera each year. Current estimates are that 23 million tons of nitrogen
oxide are also pumped into the atmosphere yearly. This total of approximately 50 million tons
has tripled over the last 30 years in our country aione.

The 1977 Clean Air Law mandates the best available technology to be used in new plants. The
best preventive devices now are “scrubbers”. Scrubbers can catch 90 percent or more of the
suiphur dioxide from a plant's flue gas. However, many of the older plants do not have the
devices needed to trap these pollutants. Also lacking is the technology to sufficiently control
the other major pollutant, nitrogen oxide.

Effacts Of Acid Precipitation:
Agriculture

The ill-effects of acid deposition and polluted air on plants and soils near some smelter
operations, power plants, and other sources emitting large amounts of sulfur dioxide are well
documented. A report of impact on crops related to these emiss.ons suggests that acidity pro-
bably was responsible for some of the effects found, but other constituents capable of causing
injury were also present.

Most attempts to judge the significance of the potential harmful effects of ac.d precipitation
have involved experiments with simulated acid rain. Simulaited acid rain has been found to de-
crease the yields of some crops within the pH range of acid rain measured under field con-
ditionsandtoinjure the foliage of numerous crops when the acidity exceeds that usually found
in most acid precipitation.

Acid rain can affect agricultural crops in two ways. First, the precipitziion can directlyaffectthe
foliage of the plant by acting on the leaf or stem of the crop plant. The rost apparent damage of
this effect would be on crops such as spinach or lettuce where the foliage is considered the
most important, edible part of the plant. Second, acid rain can affect the soil, which in turn dir-
ectly affects the crop plant. When the pH of the rainfall is charged, this can have an effect on
therate atwhich nutrients are recycled in the soil. it also affects the -aie and speed at whichlit-
ter and other organic material are broken down through microbial action in the soil.

Datarelated tothe effects of acid rain on crop yield and production are limited. However, there
has been enoufh evidence gathered to indicate that acid rain does have negative effects on
certain crops arid soils.

Forests

The severity of damage to forests depends on hov, much the soil can filter out the effects of
acid precipitation. One noticeable effect on forests is called “crown dieback"”. This is the pro-
cess where leaves or neerlles on treetops turn yellow, then brown, and finally drop off.

Nitrate In acid rain will initially benefit the growth in the forest because nitrogen is a helpful,
and often needed, nutrigntfor trees. Too much acidity, however, may interfere with the natural
ability of the forest's bacteria and various fungi to recycle nitrogen from decaying plants.

Acidification of forested soils from atmospheric deposition and internallygenerated acids may
accelerate the leaching cf potassium, calcium, magnesium, and sodium from soils. This pro-
cessleadsto reduced soil fertility. Accelerated losses of nutrients over several decades under
the influence of acid deposition could result in nutrient deficiencies or could increase the
severity of existing deficlencies.

Acidification of forested soils from atmospheric deposition and internallygenerated acids may
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accelerate the leaching of powassium, calcium, magnesium, and sodiurn from soils. This pro-
cess leads toreduced solil fertility. Acceierated losses of nutrients over severaldecades under
the infiuence of acid deposition could result in nutrient deficiencies or could increase the
severity of existing deficiencies.

Soll acidification may resu't in increased ccncentrations of aluminum in the soil solution.
Aluminum in low concentrations is toxic to piants. In sufficient concentrations it reduces tree
root development and has deieterious effects in aquatic ecosystems.

The effects of acid deposition upon forest vegetation are complex, involving not only the
indirect effects through the sc'ls, but aiso possible direct effects upon the vegetation itserr.
There is evidence of unfavorable di~ect effects in some areas near iocal sources of large
amounts of suifur dioxide. Some experl...ents with simulated rain having pH values belcw 3.8
have produced visual injury to the foliage with more than five applications.

Because juvenile and reproductive stages of trees may be more sensitive to acid conditions
than mature vegetation, the possibility exists that the cumulative indirect impacts of acid
deposition over a period of several decades may te significant, both ecologically and eco-
nomically. Studies are under way to characterize seed production, seed germination, an”
seedling behavior in natural forest stands so that possibie changes in species performance
can be evaluated in light of atmospheric deposition. Evidence now available indicates that
exposure to strongly acid-simulated rain may have both negative and positive effects.

What do you think some positive effects could be?

The recent dieback of forests in Scandanavia, Germany, and the northeastern United States
hasbeen studied by researchersinrelation to acid deposition. Aithough acidity of the soils anu
acid deposition may well have contributed to fores. dieback, it is not possible at this time to
determine the specific relationship between tree growth reduction and acid deposition. Death
of spruce, pine, and birch in Germany is seemingly a response to more than just acid precipita-
tion. Dieback of red spruce in the northeastern United States may also be reiated to drought.

Aquatic

Acid precipitation has had its most serious effect on the water systems, inciuding lakes, rivers,
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and streams. These water systems were the first apparent “victims” of acid precipitation. The
United Staties, southwestern Canada, Scandanavia, and Scotland have hundreds of acidic
lakes that are now devoid of any life. Generally, thesa lakes are located in areas where the soil
and underlying bedrock are composed of minerals that are low in neutralizing chemicals. Rock
formations made up of granite # i 1ava, for instance, do not react with acid. In these formations
acid precipitation can eventually disrupt the total ecosystem. In other formaticns, such as
limestone, the resident calcium carbonate provides a neutralizing effect.

The most seriously acidified aquatic systems in the United States are in the Northeast. The
acidification is considered to result from an interaction of several factors:

— Bedrock with only limite capacity to neutralize acid.
— Soils that are sandy and have only limited capacity to neutralize acid.

— Coniferous forest vegetation on the high ground and wetland vegetation (especially
sphagnum moss) that promote soil and water acidification.

— Pracipitation adequate to promote continuous leaching of dissolved substances from
soils.

— Dgposition of acids from the atmosphere.

Several major reservoirs in the Northeast have had long-term increases in acidity, and a long-
term increase in acidity of groundwater-fed streams in eastern Naw Jersey has been noted. A
number of.lakes in the Adirondack Mountains are strongly acid. Surveys indicate that about
180 Adirondack lakes (6.4% of all lakes in that area) have no fish populations. The distribution
of fish is strongly correlated with the acidity of the waters, and the absence of fishappearstobe
assoclated with increased acidity. In a survey of high elevation lakes in the Adirondacks, about
50% of the lakes had pH values below 5.0, and 82% of these relatively acid lakes had no
fish,

As reporied by Jenkins, acidification has been observed in Sweden in approximately 2,500
lakes that also had fish damage. A Swedish scientist estimates that 20,00C out of the 100,000
lakes in his country will soon house nofish. Insouthern Norway 1,750 lakes out of 51,000 have
lost all their fish, while 800 others aie sariously affected. Reports from Canada say that almost
20% of all examined lakes in Ontario have turned acidic or are extremely sensitive to the pro-
cass. The salmion in nine Nova Scotia rivers can no longer reproduce, and Ontario claims that
147 of its lakes housa no fish.

Jenkins also reports cn an article that appeared in the September 21, 1983, issue of Sports
lllustrated that sumn.arized findings on the effects of acid precipitation in 24 states. Below are
some of the findings:

— InMaine, native brook trout have ceased reprod:icing in all small fakes at altitudes higher
then 60€ m (2,000 feet). The pH in these lakes is 5.

— InVermont, several lakes located in the 3rooks Wilderness Area of the Green Mountain
Naticna! Forest have a pH of 4.

— InMassa. husetts, acid precipitationis peiting the state. One summ.er, the pH of arainstorm
in Lawrence was 2.9. The Quabbin Reservoir, which supplies the Boston area with drink-
ing water, often registers surface water pH values inthe §'sand 4's, according toAlanVan
Arsdale, head of the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Quality Engineering’s
Acid Deposition Assessment Program.

— In Rhode Islanq, officials are keeping a watch on the Scituate Reservoir system, which
serves as the drinking water supply for nearly half of Riiode Island. The total alkalinity of
the reservoir is low, ranging from 3 to 7 mg/L. The average pH of rain is 3.5.

— InNew York State, it has been documented that 212 Adirondacklakes and ponds totaling
some 4,233 ha (10,460 surface acres) are acidified and incapable of supporting fish life,
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and another 256 lakes and ponds totaling 25,496 ha (63,000 acres) are judged to be in
danger of losing their fish.

— InPennsylvania, there are streams that cannot be stocked before the trout season begins
because of the acidity of the snowmelt. The central and northern sections of the state
routinely have the most acidic rainfall of any large area in the country, with an average pH
cf 3.8 in the summer.

— In Kentucky, acid depocition is leaching heavy metals into watersheds in the southern
part of the state. Lake Nevin, which is close to the Kentucky-Indiana border, has detect-
able levels of lead.

— Inthe Great Smoky Mcuntains National Park, which cavers 509,000 acres in North Car-
olina and Tennessee, visibility has been greatly reduced by an ugiy gray haze composed
of man-made particulates, mostly aluminum sulfates. The average pH of precipitation in
theparkhasgone from5.3in 1955t04.4in 1973 and 4.2 in 1980. In the spring, stream pH
levels drop as low as 4.3, and aluminum leaching is ongoing.

— InColorado, the pH of precipitation from 1974 t0 1978
dropped at a rapid rate, from 54-50t0 4.8- 4.7 ata
research station adjacent to the Indian Peaks Wilder-
ness Area.

— In Washington State seven lakes in the Olympic and
Cascade Mountains had a pH of less than 5.5. All are
located in the Alpine Lakes Wilderness, due east of
Seattle. In Seattle, 70 percent of the rainfall monitored
ranged in pH from 5.2 to 4.2.

These observations on acid lakes have been supported by
studies of experimental acidification. in one study, fish failed
toreproduc.. at pH valuesbelow 5.3. Adultfish appearto be
more resiste nt to acidity, but in general experiments have
shown reduced survival at pH values of 4.8 to 5.2. Laboratory
experiments suggestthat 50%fish-kills should occur with a
2-day exposure towater of pH 3.5 t04.0 and that with longer
exposures lesser acidities are critical.

Agradualchange occursintheck..racter of the populations ;
of otheraquaticandamphibiananimals asthe acidity of the i MR

water increases, and these changes may affect the populations of fish and waterfowl through
their influence on the food supply. In addition, the concentration of aluminum increases with

the acidity of the water. In sufficient concentrations, aluminum is toxic to fish.

Bodies of water may contain both lower plants and higher plants, and the composition of the
populations of both may te influenced by the acidity of the water. Plants are the basic source of
food forfish and other animais in aquatic systems. In most instar.ces, the change in plan? pop-
ulations with increased acidity seems to be in the direction of lower productivity. The effects of
acidity on the plant populations are paralleled by effects on some of the animals. For example,
snails and freshwater mussles are particularly vulnerable because sufficient acidity makes 1t
difficult or impossible for these organisms to produce new calcareous shell material. As a
result, the animals die orgrow in an abnormal manner. Acidification of .quatic environments in
nature is a complex system of chanrges.

Predict some long-term problems if the acid lake problem continues to worsen.

What could some possibie solutions be to these problems?

What might the consequences be for each altsrfvative you listed .n your solutions?
What effect do you think the increasing acidity in lakes could have on human health?
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Conclusions And Solutions

Acids and acid-forming substances are deposited on the earth from the atmosphere in all
forms of precipitation and in solid particles. Some are absorbed directly by soils, plants, 2nd
waters from gaseous forms of these substances in the atmosphere. Most of the available infor-
mation onforms and amountsis derived from studies of precipitation. Inthe United States, acid
deposition from precipitation is greater in the East than in the West, and it i1s greatest in
the Northeast.

The ill effects of acid deposition and polluted air on plants and soils near so “e sources emit-
ting large amounts of sulfur dioxide are well documented. Simulatedacidrait 1as been shown
todecrease theyields of some crops withinthe pH range of acid rain measured underfield con-
ditionsandtoinjurecropfoliage whenthe acidity isgreaterthanthatusuallyfoundinmostacid
precipitation. Forested soils generally do not receive limestone or fertilizers. Thus, chronic
losses of nutrients over several decades under the influence >f acid deposition could lead to
nutrient deficiencies in some soils.

Althcugh the recent dieback of forests in Scandanavia, Germany, and the northeastern United
States has been attribuiad in part by some researchers to acid deposition, the connection is
not clear. Other factors seem to have been involved, and the importance of acid depositio.. is
not yet kriown.

The most seriously ucidified aquatic systems in the United States are in the Northeast in
locations where the combination of conditions is favorable to acidification. The major popular
concern is for the effects of acidity on fish. Losses of fish populations from lakes appear to be
associated withincreased acidity. The observations onfishpopulationsinindividualacid lakes
have been supported by findings in research on experimental acidification.

A gradual change cccurs in the species composition of populations of other aquatic and
amphibian animals a,d of aquatic plants as the acidity of the water increases. Th2se changes
alterthe aquaticfood chain. Generally, the shiftsare in the direction of lower productivity asthe
acidity increases. Thus, acidification of aquatic environments in nature is a complex system
of changes.
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Options available to combat the decreases or 10sses of fish populations from acid waters
include acclimating the fish populations to acidity before using them to stock acid waters,
developing fish populations that are relatively resistant to the conditions in acid waters, and
decreasing the acidity by applying ground limestone or other substances that will react wi.h
theacid. Studies of thefirst option have beeninconclusive. The second optionis considered to
have possibilities. The third works but has been little used. The cost of liming aquatic systems
exceedsthat for cropland because of the greater costs of transporting and applyingthe limes-
tone to the remote aquatic systems where acidityis a problem. The total cost of liming the 180
acidAdirondack lakes that have no fish may be estimated at approximately one million dollars.
The liming would need to be repeated at intervals of a few years. The New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation has adopted the policy of liming acid lakes on only a
limited scale to preserve desirable fisheries.

The acid precipitation story goes
beyond the scientific descriptions
presented here and includes polit-
ical and economic considerations.
Jenkins guotes the United States
»‘m,,, £ 7%=} Environmental Protection Agency
WD )s;”%;-/ e g & 2 (USEPA) Administrator, William
/ ‘ Z Ruckelshaus, from a speech in
S December, 1983, “I can close my
eyes and listen to somebody start
totalkaboutacid rain and i cantell
you within 100 miles where he or
she lives. Westerners say they
want it cleaned up, but they don't
want to pay for it. New Englanders
i say their lakes are poisoned and
that midwesterners should pay for
the cleanup. Midwesterners don't
B think there’s a problem, and South-
) etnerssay, ‘It's your problem, don't
bather us”
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Jenkins further states that the United States economy and standard of living depends «
power plants, factories, smelters, and vehicies that have combirned to put much of the county
in noncompliance with the Clean Air Act and its regulatory requirements. He estimates the
damage is extensive and that acid rain causes as much as five billion dollars in environmen:al
damage annually, most of it taking place in the northeastern UniteA States and southeastern
Canada. There are further estimaticns that reducing emissions will cost three t¢ seven billion
dollars annuallyin higher utility rates to get back the costs of retrofitting existing power plants’
smokestacks with scrubbers, plus the loss of 80,000 coal-mining jobs. Midwestern utility com-
nanies thatEurn high-sulfur coal say they-vould have te raise utility rates by 2010 50 % in order
to comply with a 50% emissiot:s reduction. All of the direct emissions controls such as coal
washing, installing scrubbers, and swntchlng to low-sulfur coal, are effective to some degree
but not in reducing nitrogen oxide emissions. The controls would all impose costs on the coal
producers, coal consumers, and finally the customers.

Many peoplefeelthatatthc neart of the ac.d precipitation problem lies the use of cosl as a fuel
sourcsa. Major opponentsto this view and to emission-control measures are organizations rep-
resenting the coal and mining industries. These organizations are pressing for further research
and fawer immadiate controls. The President of the American Mining Congress said tha the
True causes of ac:< precipitation are still nat fully understood. He supports congressioaal bills
that are industry-oriented and call for further research. There are others whowant to wait and
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not immediately react. Chairman of the Board of Southern Company, one of the largest investor-
owned power utilitiesin the United States, said “As a nation we are losing our sense of balance
on the acid rain question. Major facts about acid rain are yet to be understood. The questions
are clear and crucial - the answers only tentative and uncertain. We don’t yet know for sure if
acidrain is increasing, and we can’t be sure that reducing the emissions of power plantsinthe
East and Midwest wili reduce acid rain.” He went on further to state, “Whatever damage is
occurring is taking place at a slow rate; we have the time to dasign an appropriate response.”
(Public Utilities Fortnightly, June 9, 1983).

This industry vievs, however, is not supported by everyone. A report conducted by the National
Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, said they found a direct link between sulfur
dioxide emissions by coal-burning plants (chiefly in the Midwest) and depositiors causing
damage to lakes, streams, and aquatic iife in northeastern Ur.iied States and parts of eastern
Canada. The report further states that reducing sulfur oxide in the aggregate wouid reduce
acid rain.

Thereare aseries of bills before Congress designed torecduce erussions nowandin the future.
All solutions not only involve questions of science and techrolugy, but include politics, econ-
omics, and the environment.

Obviously, various people and groups have different solutions to the problem. Some don't
even seeitas a roblem. Acid precipitation produces many questions that citizens, such as
yourself, will be dealirn.g with now and in the fuiure. You will need as much information as poss-
ible about the issue to make the hest decision.

What o you think the government’s role should be in solving the proolem of acid rain?

Who does the government have a responsibility to protect? The environment? Power plant
owners? Human health?

What other interests should the government protect?

What responsibility do the owners of power plants have to protect the environment?
Who has the most interest in finding a solution to the acid rain problem?

Who should pay the cost for solving the problems assoriated with acid rain?
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Acid Lakes And Jobs
- Scenario -

Acid Lakes And Jobs

The trout in Lake Lawson, the state’s prime fishing area, wer< diminishing at an alarming rate,
according to the latest park survey. The decline in the fish population was traced to the
increased acid content of the water, which affects the fish’s ability to reproduce. This report
gave Governor Jenes great cause for alarm, because it meant that an important and scenic
area was threatened! Those responsible for the problem were the glaismaking companies
and electricity-generating plant located 5G miles west of the park. The plants burn the less
expensive high-sulfur-content coal, which emits large quantities of sulfur dioxide. Winds carry
the particles eastward and they mixw'th rainwater to form sulfu.ic acid. This acid rain then falls
over the park forest and empties intc he lake.

However, the companies had been issued special permits allowing them to burn tae high-
sulfur coal. Despite their use of this type of coal, the state’s air quality met the rigorous stan-
dards set up by the federal government. If the glass companies were not permitted tc use the
less expensive coal, they would be forced to ¢lose down. Over 20,000 workers would lose their
jobs. Since glassmaking happens to e an important industry to the state, shutting down
cperations would be a severe blow to the state’s economy. Without the glass companies, the
entire western section of the state might become a depressed area. If the electric powerplant
ha¢ to switch to the higher-priced coal, it would have to charge its customcrs more for elec-
tricity. With the cost of everything being so high already, the residents of that areawould have a
hard time making ends meet.

Should Governor Jones order the companies to burn low sulfur coal? Or, shouid he allow
them to continue to burn hign sulfur coal?

Discussion Questions

What responsibilities does the governor have to *he people of his s‘aie? Why? To the
parklands and wildlife? Why?

What should be the governor's main concern? Why?

Should the protection of natural areac and recreational activities be an important con-
sideration? Why or why not?

From tive perspective of the glass workets, what action should the governor take, if
any? Why?

Should people have the right to axpec: anod recreational areas? Why or why not?

In addition to rec: 2ation, how might the increase ot acid rain be detrimental to the vilder-
ness park area? To the state and its people as a whole?

Would the governor be treating the glass companies and their workers unfairly if the spe-
cial permits were withdrawn? Why or why not?

Is there any way that the glass workers’ jobs can be protected?

An Evaluation of Possit . Effecte

Meet insmall groups of 3 to & students to briefly discuss “Acid Rair. and Jobs”. Consider some
of the “Discussion Questions” in your analysis of the situation.

Your teacher will distribute Student Handout 6, “An Evaluation of Possible Effects.” On the
workslhieet list some of the possible consequences of Governor Jone3s' deciZion. If he con-
tinues to permit the use of high-sulfur coal, the soil and water in the park would be zome more
acid. If he withdraws the permit, the glass companies would close and the cost . ..ectricity
would increase.
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List the consequences/effects in both the immediate and future categories.

According to your opinion, how harmful is each effect? Indicate the level of severity withanum-
ber from 1 to 4 in the “Harm” column.
4 - most harmful

3 - very harmful
2 - somewhat harmful
1 - least harmful

Review the readings for additional information to help you complete the worksheet. You may
also wish to corsider some of the consequences of strip-mining low-sulfur-content coal.

Thisworkshest may be completed individually or with your group members. If the worksheet is
doneindividually, each personwill present his/her analysis tothe group for discussion. The fin-
dings are then combined to produce a group report.

From the results select (1) what the group believes are two of the most harmful effects from a
short-term perspective, and (2) what the group beliaves are two of the most harmful effects
from a long-term perspective. List these for the class to examine.

After examining the consequences with the entire class, try to reach a consensus as to what
Governor Jones should do. What are the best reasons for supporting this decision?




Amending The Clean Air Act
- A Role Play Simulation -

Overview

Acid rain has raised many heated debates in Congress over the last decade or so. The United
States government is currently involved in trying to d~velop legislation to help solve this pro-
blem. Developing legislation is not easy because of the many different interest groups who
precsure government representatives to “vee it their way”.

In this simulaticn activity you will conduct a Senate hearing on a proposed bill amending the
Cl-an AirActspecifically dealing with the problem of acid rain. Seven members of the class will
represent senators who will deciue whether or not the bkill will be made ir.to law. Otner class
members will represent different in.erest groups, each with different reasons supporting or
not supporting the bill. After hearing the arguments presented, the senators will vote on
the bill.

The purpcse of this activity is to examine some of the concernsrelated to the acid precipitation
debate; th2se concerns span a wide range of issues - economic, social, technical, scientific,
and political.

Siinulation Procedures
Senate Committee

Seven members of the class will serve on the Senate committee. Each person will assume the
role of one of the senators listed.

Senators from New York/1) Ohio (1)
California (1) Texas (1)
Nebraska (1) New Hampshire (1)
lllinois (1)

Each senator will need to do the following:

— Learn about the state he/she represents.

— Understand the needs and concerns of the people he/she represents. (How do you think
the people of your state feel about acid precipitation?)

— Determineif the state will or vill not benefit from this bill. (What advantages will this bring
to your state?)

— |dentily some of the arguments given in faver or against the bill.

— Prepare alist of questions to be asked of each witness based onthe concernshe/she has
identified. This list of questions should reflec. ...2 ideas and opinior.:s of the senator he/
she represents.

— Electachairpersontoconduct the meetingso that it will progress in asmooth and orderly
fashion. This includes making sure that each group has an equal amount of time to pre-
sent its case, that witnesses do not speak ou. of turn, and that questioning does not
become irrelevant or sidetracked.

Speclal Interest Groups

The remaining members of the class will represent one of the six different interest groups.
(There should be approximately the same number of members in each group.) Each group will
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develop a presentation supporting its position to be given before the Senate Committee.

Group A - Concerned Consumers Group

Group B - Powerplant Owners Association

Group C - Anti-Nuclear Power Group

Group D - National Ccmmittee for a Better Environment
Group E - Northeast Coalition of State Governors
Group F - Lanadian Tourist Industry Assc<iation

Members of each group will need to do the following:

Understand the position, opinions and feelings of the group he/she represents.

Reread the background article carefully and identify the important pointsthat support the
group’s position.

Conduct any necessary outside research that may provide additional information. (Each
member of the group maywish to examine a different phase or aspect of the argument or
the group may wish to work together.)

Identify the most important arguments in supyort of the group’s position and discuss
those ideas.

Develop a logical and convincing set of arguments to present to the Senzate hearing.

Select spokesperson(s) to give the presentation. Or, each member of the group may give
part of the presentation, providing a different aspect of the argument.

Use the Interest Group Fact Sheet (Handcut 7) to help organize your presentation.

Hearing

Each group is allowed ten minutes to make its presentation.

After each group presents its position, each senator may ask a maximum of three ques-
tions. Use the “Senator's Worksheet” (Handout 8) to help organize your though: he
group members may discuss the question among themselves before answering the
question.

When all arguments have been presented and all questioning completed, each group will
be allowed three minutes to give a summary of its arguments before the senators.

Upon completion of the hearing, the senators will meet to vote. The chairperson of the
committee will announce the outcome and give an explanaticn fur its decision. (It is sug-
gested that the explanation of the decision be written out so that all the senators can
express their opinions. One possible format for this announcement is to indicate how
each senator voted and the main reason for that vote.)

PROPOSED BILL

The Johnson Bill (introduced by Senator Frank Johnson, Democrat - Illinois) 1s a bill that would establish Y
an acid precipitation superfund. The money in thi. superfund would come from atax >n all utility bills from
electrical power plants in the United States. The only exception would be plants that use nuclear power
generation. The money would be used to retrofit existing power plants’ smokestacks with scrubbers. This
action would reduce emissions by 14 million tons by 1990 at a cost of nincteen to twenty-one billion
dollars. Half the tax would have to paid by the ut.lity companier and the ..her half could be passed on to
the customers.




INTEREST GROUP A
CONCERNED CONSUMERS GROUP

As amember of this group, you are opposed to this bill because of the significantrate
increase you will face on your monthly electric charge. The majority of people you
representlivein the westernand outhern pars of the country. Yourgroupfeelsthat
they are being punished by this Jill. They feel that they will heve to pay increased
utility costs when they have nothing to do with the acid precipitation problem. The
majority of the pc.tutants are produced east of the Mississippi, not where your group
lives. You are not even affected that much by the results of the pollutants as they
travel Your groupfeels thatthe statesthatare causingthe problems should beforced to
paythe extra'axes, not the states that have nothingto dowithit. You should not have
to pay for the problems of other people.

INTEREST GROUP B
POWER PLANT OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Asarmember ofthis group, youare strongly against thie passing of this bill. Yourgroup
feels that the power plant companies cannot absorb the additional tax that will be
levied against them. Besides having to pass along higher utility charges to your cus-
tomers, you will also have to lay off many employees in your plants. You also feel that
by reducing the number of your employees, you are creating an unsafe condition at
the plan* along with the personal loss of employment to your loyal workers. These
people will have to collect unemployment benefits and may become part of the
welfare roles. You are also concerned with showing your board of directors that you
" can earn a profit. Many private investors have put much money into your companies.
You must cuitvince the senators of how bad things will be if this bill is passed.

INTEREST GROUPC
ANTI-NUCLEAR POWER GROUP

As amember of this group you are againstthis bill. Yourepresent a national organiza-
tion that is against the existence or creation cf nuclear power plants. You feel that
the way the bill reads now provides an incentive for nurlear power plants. The bill
may cause the building of new nuclear power plants because of the “tax breaks”. You
not only don't want any new nuclear plants, but youwantthe ones that are nowopen
to be shut down. You know the dangers of coai-burning plants but will accept them
over the possible probiem of a nuclear disaster. Your group feels that additional
research shouid take place concerning acid precipitation before the senators agree
to this bill. You feel that the problems associated with the production of nuclear
powsar far outweigh the loss of “a few dyirg lakes and forests.” (See Chapter 4 for
information regarding the . _sues surrounding nuclear power.)
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INTEREST GROUP D
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FORA BETTER ENVIRONMENT

As amember ofthisgroup, you are in favor of this bill. Your groupis deeply concerned
with the need to keep our environmenta healthy piace to live and feel peoplecan no
longer continue to abuse it. A large number of your group members. are outdoor
enthusiasts and enjoy the rivers, streams, and forests and do not want to see any
more damage caused to them. You realize this bill will add costs to all citizens of the
country but feel that the benefits outweigh the costs. Your group feels that if some-
thing isn't done, we may lose many of nature’s resources. You cannot wait for
additional research on acid precipitation; enough svidence points to the damages
caused by this process. It is time for citizens and government to join forces and pre-
vent any further damage to our natural environment and health.

INTEREST GROUP E
NORTHEAST COALITION OF STATE GOVERNORS

Asamember of this group, you represent some 15 governors fromthe northeast pait
of the country. The states you represent have been the hardest hit by acid precipita-
tion effects. Your states, by themselves, do not have the funds to help retrofit the
power plants’ smokestacks and this billis the onlvway this could be done. You know
this will be a financial hardship on sermc of your constituents but feel that the loss to
the natural environment and health will be even greater if something isn't done now.
Ycu also know that people are hesitant about moving into your states because they
fear the healtl, hazards attached to the acia precipitation stories in the news. You
owe it to the residents of your states to convince the Senate to pass this bill to make
your state a better place to live.

INTEREST GROUF F
CANADIAN TJURIST INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

As a member of this group, you are very much in favor of the passing of this bill. You
represent the interest of a national organization of an adjoining country that prom-
otes tourism both in Canadaandinthe United States. You realize the effect acid pre-
cipitation is having on many of your country’s favorite vacation spots, particularly
those along the Canadian/United States border. Many of the lakes, both in Canada
and the United States, are being damaged a.d are no longer attractive to vacationers.
Your grou,. feels that if somethingis not done immediately, not only will the environ-
ment be damaged but so will the multi-million acinar industry of tourism and recrea-
tion in these affected parts of your county. You must continue to bring vacationers
here from foreign countries, especially from the United States. However, the acid
precipitation issue is beginning to develop into an international dispute. If some-
thing isn’t done, Americans might be disco:traged from vacationing in Canada. If this
bill is not passed, reople from other countries, as well, might decide to spend their
vacations elsewhere. The acid precipitation problem has already hurt tourismin the
United States. You don’t want the same thing to happen in your country, particularly
since yourgovernment feelsthatindustries inthe United States are the major cause
of ~cid precipitation in the area, anyway.
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Hazardous \Wastes
- Reading 1 -

Just how bad is the hazardous waste problem, really? It's doubtful that anyone or any group
really knows the overall scope of t' - problem. Toxic substances apgear .1 50 many products
and in so many forms that the total number of different toxic wastes, many of which we know
absolutely nothing about, could easily run into the thousands.

Whilethere is much thatwe don't know about hazardous wastes, there is also much that we do
know. ini this reading, we will attempt to respond to the following:
- What do we mean by “hazarduus wastes'?

- How do toxic wastes get into our bodies?

- What effects do hazardous wastes have on us?

- What effects do hazardous wastes have on the envircnment?

- What can be done about hazardous wastes?

What Are Hazardous Wastes?

Theterm“hazardous wastes”, oras they are sometimes called, “toxic wastes”, refers to discar-
ded materials considered to have little or no raw economic value. However, they do often have
value for recycling and reuse. In contrast, hazardous substances or chemicals may have
obvious economic value ard can include products as we'l as discarded materials. Although
this reading uses the term hazardous or toxic ‘wastes, the principles discussed here apply to
hazardous substances as well (Eptstein et al, 1983). The rathe. special considerations of
nuclear wastes are not addressed here.

This definition, while useful for economic burposes, gives little indication of the danger ha. ard-
ous wastes pose to society and to the environment. For our purposes an examinz.tion of the
term, toxic substances, might be more useful.

- What does the word “toxic” mean?
- Are toxic substar. ces always harmful?

Essentiaily the word “toxic” means “r,oison”. The word “poison”, in turn, can be ~ - fined as “any
substance capable of producir.g an unobscure or unexpected harmful response .n a biologic
eystem, serious.y injuring functior:s or producing death” (Casarett anc¢ Douli, Toxicology,
Second Editiony. .

- In your Judgment is this a useful working definition of the term “poison”? Why or why not?

According to this definition, virtually every known chemical can be considered a po.son, every
known chemical has the potential to produce death if present in sufficient quantities. Paracelsus
(1493- 1541) probably stated it best when he said, “All substances are poisons, there is none
which is not a poison. The right dose differentiates a poison and a remedy.”

- Can you give some modern day e¥ .ple of what Paracelsus meant?

Depending on the substance, awide range of doses are required to produce nega'.ve effects.
serious injury, or death using chemicals. Toxicologists (peop'e who study the adverse effects
of chemicals on living things) use “LD50" to describe the potency of various chemicals. D59
is a figure that shows how much of a chemical is neaded to produce dea .. in 50% of the dosed
asnimals. As the following table shows, while some chemicals will produce death in microgram
doses, others are relatively harmless.
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Agent LD50(mg/kq)
Ethyl Alcohol 10,000
Sodium Chloride (salt) 4,000
Phenobarbital Sodium 180

DDT (pesticide) 100
Strychnine Sulfate 2
Nicotine 1

Dioxin (pesticide) 0.001
Botulinous Toxin 0.00001

- What do the above figures mean?

- How many times more toxic is dioxin than nicotine?

- How much more toxic is nicotine than DDT, a chemical pesticide banned in the U.S.?
- Does it surprise you that alcohol and salt (Sodium Chloride) can also be poisonous?

Risks vs. Benefits

In practical everyday situations, the important factoris not how toxic a substanceis, but the risk
associated with its use. “Risk” means the possibility that a substance will do harm under cer-
tain conditions. In otner words, a very toxic substance can be less toxic than a relatively low
toxic substance, depending on how it is used. “Risk assessment” is often used to determine
whether or not the use of certain chemicals is warranted in various s‘tuations. Thus, one
chemical might _e selected ovzar another chemical to be used in the manufacture of certain
products becauseitis less expensive than aless toxicchemical. However, the risk associated
with using the more toxic but cheaper chemical is, in the judgment of the decision-maker,
negligible, in light of the cost saving realized in using the more toxic chemical. A different
decision-maker could, of course, make a very different judgement.

Inthe past, not much was known by society about such “risk-benefit” considerations.Inrecent
years, however, more and more people and organizations are beginning to challenge the
decision-makers(those who decide to use toxic stubstances- i.e.industry, farmers,consu:mers
etc.) when it comes to making decisions about issues that affect public and environmental
health. Society wants to be involved in making decisions regarding how much of 4 risk should
be acceptable. It wants to be involved in deciding what criteria should be used in determining
whatis“acceptable risk". We now realize that direct impact on human health is only one aspect
that needs to be considered. It is also important to consider the ill effects on the 2nvironment,
as well as the more direct effects on human health.

Although the determination of acceptable risk is really a “judgment call” on the part of the
decision-maker, the following criteria are generally used in assessing what constitutes an
acceptable risk.

— Howimportantisthe need forthe substance? Does the dangerto human health posed by
the use of DDT to control pests justify its use? Inthe U.S. it was determined that the risks
outweighed the benefits. In other countries, particularly those plagued by malaria and
other harmful diseases, decision-makers felt the benefits derived from the use of DDT
outweigh the risks.

— What is the adequacy and availakility of alternate substances to meet the need? Again,
using DDT as the example, other adequate substances and techniques were available to




control pestsinthe U.S. There were apparently no alternate substances available to deal
withthe problem of pests and disease control in other countries. Hence, the U.S. banned
DDT, while many other countries (obviously those with more serious problems)decided to
continue it's use.

— Whatisthe anticipated extent of public use? In other words, how much of the chemical will
be used by the public at large? If it is thought that too much will be used, then the risks
might outweigh the benefits. Of course, the opposite is also a reasonable possibility.

— What are the employment considerations? How many people will be put out of work if a
particular chemical is not used? This includes job losses in manufacturing the chemical,
as well as job losses associated with those needing the chemical.

— What are the economic considerations? How much money will be lost if the chemical is
not used? For example, how much do farmers stand to lose if their crops aren’'t sprayed
with pesticides? Economic considerations are included in just .bout all decision- making
of this type.

— Whatarethe effectson environmental quality? What impacts, both positiveand negative,
would the use of certain chemicals have in the environment? For example, DDT might
make our environment more pleasant and rid the area of pests. Plants might flourish if
they are no longer attacked by pests. The only problem with spraying DDT is that

— we can't get it out of the crops very easily once they are sprayed,
— it poisons animals, birds and useful insects in the area,
— it poisons our water supplies, and
— it poisons us, if it gets into our bodies.
~— How does it affect the conservation of natural resources? Would the use of a particular
chemical result in saving natural resources?

It should be noted that eac!. of the preceding factors does not receive an equal weighting in
risks vs. benefits decision-mzking. In addition, all of the factors are considered togetherin an
effort to examine the entire picture before a decision is made.

How Do Toxins Get into Bodies?
Toxins are classified according to

the target organ they attack (e.g,, liver, kidneys, heart, etc.),

the way they are used (i.e., pesticides, solvents, food additives yes, some food additives
are poisonous),

the source from which they are obtained (plants, animals, etc.),
their effects (carcinogens - cancer producing; mutagens - produce mutations, etc.),
physical st ‘te (solids, liquids, gases, dusts), ar~
labeling requirements (explcsives, flammables, etc.),
chemistry (analines, halogens, etc).
Ha mfu! effects are produced onlywhenthe substancereachesthe iarget organ ata sufficient

strength and for a sufficient length of time. Toxic substances getinto the human body through
several routes.

What do you think these routes might be? Try listing them before reading on.

The major routes through which toxic substances enter the body are the gastrointestinal tract
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(eating them), the lungs (inhaling orbreathing
them), or the skin. Once in the body, toxins are
carried by tne circulatory systam and attack
the various target organs. In cases where the
quantity of toxins is not sufficient to cause im-
mediate death, the toxins are stored in various
organs. If a sufficiently high concentration is
reached, death can occur.

Toxicants are stored mainly in the liver, kidney,
fat, and bones. The liver and kidneys usuaily
contain the highest concentrations of toxic sub-
stances. This is understandable. Why? These
organs are mainly involved i3 eliminating tox-
icants from the body. Hence, they tend to be
the major places in which toxicants are stored.
Thefat areasinthe humanbodyare the places
that tend to store such harmful pesticides as
DDT and chlordane, while the liver tends to be
the major place for storing lead.

Toxicants are removed from the body through
several organs and/or routes.

Kidneys - very efficient. Elim-
inates most toxi-
~cants.
Liver and eliminatesleadand
Bilary System - DDT.
Lungs - eliminate Carbon

Monoxide, gases of
various types, and

water vapor.
Feces - eliminate various
toxicants.
Milk - {cows DDT mainly, some
and humans) metals.
Perspiration - of minor importance.
Saliva - of minor importance.
Itshould be stressed thatn.....,  aior route through which human femalesand cows rid their
budies of harmful chemicals)isal..  ~urce of food for babies. Hence, nursing mothers need
to be extremely careful with their dic. 's milk is usually checked sufficiently before it is

marketed to ensure that it conlains no ...  Jl substances. What about mother’s milk?

* k ok k

Obviously, a reason to study poisons and toxic substancesis that hazardous wastes (poisons)
surroundus, and have for manyyeais. in the early 1960’s the eminent scholar, Margaret Mead,
warned, “Not war, but a plethora of man made things... is threatening to strangle us, suffocate
us, bury us, in the debris and by-products of our technologically inventive and irresponsible
age.”

- What does Dr. Mead mean?
- Explain in your own words and give some examples.
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Pesticides and Silent Spring - Then and Now

Inthe early 1960’s avery important book, Silent Spring, was published. It's author, Rachel Car-
son, received eight major awards for her monumental work. The Saturday Review referred to
the volume as*“a devastating attack on human carelessness, greed, and irresponsibility”. For-
mer Secretary of the Interior, Stuart L. Udall, praised Dr. Carson as “a great woman (who) has
awakened the nation by her forceful account of the dangers around us”. And the Chicago Daily
News said, *Miss Carsonis a scientist and is not given to tossing serious charges around care-
lessly. When she warns us, as she does with such a profound sense of urgency, we ought to
take heed. Si'ent Spring may well be one of the great and towering books of our time.”

Indeed it has hecome one of the “great and towering books of our time”. Not only was Rachel
Carson’s work of significant importance when she wrote it in 1962, but, amazing as it may
seem, nearly all of it is still valid and important today, nearly a quarter of a century later.

What is Silent Spring all about? What was it attempting to warn us against? Miss Carson was
writing about theways the by-products of man’s “new” chemistry and new advancesin science
andtechnology are having a devastating effect on us and on otir surrcundings; how pesticides
(and other toxic chemicals) are slowly and almost imperceptively poisoning us.

Unlike their forerunners, such as arsenic, modern insecticides are mostly synthetic and ex-
tremely potent and more deadly.

Essentially, there are two giroups of synthetic pesticides:

(1) chlorinated hydrocarbons, such as DDT, and

(2) organic phosphorus insecticides, such as malathion parathon.
Chlorinated Hydrocarbons

These chemicals are buiit on a base of carbon atoms, which are indispensibie building blocks
of the living world. Let's take a closer look at these organic substances and how they are
created.

Carbon, an element that has an almost infinite capacity for joining with itself and other elements,
combines with other elements to form chains, rings, and other configurations. Each of these
configurations represents a different chemical.

Thesimplest organic compounds combine atoms of Carbon (C) and Hydrogen (H). An example
of this is methane (marsh gas) which is formed by the breakdown of organic matter by bacteria
under water. The compound looks like this:

o
N

" H

Chemists quickly discovered that new compounds could be developed by simply detaching, or
removing, one or more of the H atoms and subctituting other elements. Thus:

Substituting one Chlorine (CI) for one Hydrogen (H) atom forms Methvl Chloride:
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Or, substituting Cl for all four H atoms to produce Carbon-tetrachloride, a very hazardous
chemical that was once widely used as a cieanser.

C!\C _~Cl
o ¢

Hence, by making seemingly slight changes in existing formulas, new chemicals with vastly dif-
ferent characteristics are created. Such simpl 2, yet ingenious, manipulations have created a
battery of poisons of truly extraordinary power. Let's look at some of the more common insec-
ticides known collectively as Chlorinated Hydrocarbcns. DDT is a good example.

DDT was first svnthesized in Germany in 1874 (more than a century ago) but it wasn’t until
1939 tnatits insect-killing properties were revealed. The chemical worked so well thatfarmers
used it in abundance. DDT was hailed as such an important discovery that its developer, Paul
Muller, was awarded the Nobel Prize.

The widely used DDT went unnoticed as a poison for many years. During World War |l, the
chemical was sprayed on soldiers, refugees, and prisoners alike to comhat lice. One might
question, “If DDT was so harmful, how could it go so long before anyone noticed its poisonous
effects on humans?” Simple! In its solid or powdered form, DDT is not very rezdily absorbed
through the skin. BUT dissolved in oil DDT is deadly. Once it enters the body, DUT is stored in
the liver, kidneys, and fatty areas of the body. These fatty storage depots act as biological
magnifiers. Thatis, ifasmallamount- as little as 1/10 of 1 part per million (ppm)-istakeninto the
body, it magnifies in storage to about 10-15 ppm. Expert opinion differs regarding how much
DDT can be safely stored in the body. Government safety standards for exposure to DDT are
revised as new knowledge is obtained.

What makes Chlorinated Hydrocarbons so dangerous is the way they are passed through the
food chain from one organism to another. For exampie,

Alfalfa sprayed or dusted with DDT is processed into meal for chickens. The hens ingest
the DDT in the meal, which in turn, contaminates their eggs. Eggs are then eaten by
humans and they, too, take in the DDT.

Or, DDT is deposited on hay which is eaten by cows. Cows absorb about 7-8 ppm of DDT.
This then contaminates cow’s milk, a concentration of 3 ppm (some uf the DDT is ab-
sorbed by other organs of the cow). When the cow’s milk is churned into butter, it then
reaches a concentration of 65 ppm. Similar problems exist when mothers, afteringesting
foods contaminated by DDT, also pass on small, but regular, amounts of DDT to their
babies when nursing them.

Another chemical that is very similar to DDT is Chlordane. It has all of the same unpleasant
symptoms of DDT - and more.Chlordane can, for example, be absorbed by the skin, breathed in
as spray or dust, and/or be absorbed by the digestive system. Its effects, like those of all
Chlorinated Hydrocarbons, are cumulative and magnified in the body. Chlordane was used
quite freely for killing termites and for spraying on lawns. It is so deadly that when one victim
spilled a25% solution on himself, hewas dead in40 minutes. Othervery potenttoxics similar to
DDT are Dieldrin, Aldrin, and Endrine. Dieldrin is 5 times more toxicthan DDT when swallowed
and 40 times more toxic than DDT when absorbed through the skin.
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Organic Phospates

The second group of chemicals, the Organic Phosphates, include some of the deadliest toxins
known to man. The most significant hazard associated with these chemicals is to people who
spray them or who come into contact with drifting spray. They affect the living oiganism by des-
troying the enzymes that perform many of the necessary body functions. These chemicals
attack the nervous system producing .ncoordinated tremors, muscle spasms, convulsions,
and in some cases, death.

Parathion is dne the best known and one of the most powerful organic phosphate insecticiies.
Carson(1962) reported an instance in whichachemistseekingto ascertain (by the most direct
possible means) the dosage toxic to human beings, swallowed a minute amount(equivalent to
about 0.00424 ounces) ot Parathion. Paralysis tollowed so instantaneously that he could not
reach the antibiotics he had prepared at hand, and he died. Nearly 7,000,000 pounds of
parathion were applierd annually to fields and orchards in the United States during the 1960’s.
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Unfortunately, many commonly used chemicals are more dangerous than people realize. For
instance, herbacides and weed-killers are poisonous, not only to plants, but also to animals.
There are many types of poisons in this group. Some are general poisons, while others are
powerful stimulants of metabolism which produce fatal increases in body temperature which,
in turn, cause the body to literally burn up.

How about today? DDT was banned in the United States in 1972 with several of the other
chemicals udiscussed in this reading. As aresult, levels of DDT declined over the years. Recen-
tly, however, DDT levels have againrisen, even though the chemical supposedly hasn’t been
used since 1972.

- I* DDT cannot be uszad in the U.S.. how could it be that levels of this chemical are increasing?

Six days after the ban on DDT in the United States, Rohm and Haas, Inc. of Philadelphia, Pa.,
appliedtothe U.S.governmenttoregister a pesticide called Dicofol. Eventhough the company
indicated clearly on their application that Dicofol contained DDT, a permit to manufacture the
pesticide was awarded. Dicofol, like DDT, is a Chlorinated Hydrocarbon pesticide. It differs
from DDTbecause it contains an additional oxygen atom. Thus, it is insoluble in water, un:ffec-
ted by light and moisture, and iasts for more that one year before it begins to break down.

- If Dicofol has these properties, what does this mear. for the environment? Plants and
animals? People? -

Since Dicofol is manufactureddirectly from DDT,some DDT and DDTrelated impurities remain
unchanged in Dicofol.
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Dicofol is marketec under the name of Kelthane and can be found in at least 65 commercially
available pesticides. Two million pounds of this chemizal are used annually to control miteson
cotton and citrus crops. In New Jersey, the Agriculture Experiment Station at Rutgers Unive. r-
sity has recommended the use of Kelthane on crops of peppers, snap beans, lima beans, and
onornamentalplants. it isaisorecommended foruse asa sprayfor apple orchardsandin home
gardens.

— I Kelthane(Dicofol) is a harmful chemical,
why mightits use be allowed in the United
States? Why would a major University,
known worldwide for its outstanding re-
cord of agricultural achievements, recom-
mand the use of Kelthane on crops?(Hint:
Remember the discussion on risk/benefit
analysis. Turn back and reread that sec-
tion again if you need to; then respond to .
this question.) '

There areaboutonemilliondifferentspecies of
insects in the world. Of this number, only about .
1 percent interfere significantly enough with
the health and well-being of life to be con-
sidered pests. Table 7-1 identifies the major
families of insecticides that have been used to
kill these pests. Many are still used today.
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Table 7-1

MAJOR FAMILIES OF INSECTICIDES

FAMILY EXAMPLES EFFECT HUMAN PERSISTENCE
GROUP ON INSECTS TOXICITY IN THE
ENVIRONMENT
lead arsenate, sto.mac'h

ARSENICALS  |calcium arsenate, potson; acutely forever
. inhibits toxic

Paris Green respiration
BT, Dipel,

BACTERIALS | Thuricide, fatal none days to
Bacillus, disease known years
popilliae
(doom)

hich short (de-
thrum, 8 )

BOTANICALS l:c:’treenor:em contact (nicotine) grades in
Hicotine ' poison to low light and

(rotenone) moisture)
Sevin, Temik nerve poison highly d
| oison; . ays to
CARBAMATES zl‘;ﬁ’rzg“ef)“ cell growth o 2 weeks
Zectran inhibitor doses
DDT, aldrin,
endrin, kepone moderately
CHLORINATED | dieldrin, nerve poison toxic but 2t015
HYDROCARBONS| heptachlor, builds up years
chlordane, over time
docofol
ORGANO- parathion, . varies in 2 weeks to
PHOSPHATES Sﬁ_ak}thion, nerve poson toxicity 2 years
fazinon
confuse,

TRAP BAITS ﬁ:ﬁ{"m"“es’ disorient, none

and trap nown
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Hazardous Waste*
- Everybody’s Problem -

There are chemicals other than pesticides that threaten the environment and human health.
The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has stated, “Every year, billions of tons of
solid wastes are discarded in the United States. The wastes range in nature from common
householdtrash tocomplexmaterialsinindustrialwastes, sewage sludge, agricultural wastes,
mining refuse, and pathological wastes from institutions such as hospitals ard laboratories.”

In 1980, at least 57 million metric tons of the nation's total waste was classified as hazardous.
Many dangerous substances that society had thrown away have come back to haunt us. Hun-
dreds of cases of damage to life and the environment have resulted from indiscriminate or
improper management of hazardous wastes including such famous casesas“Love Canal"and
the “Valley of the Drums”. The following section describes the effects of improperly disposing
of hazardous wastes and a series of brief vignettes of exemplary cases in the United States.

Fact: Hazardous waste can pollute groundwater,

Groundwater in a 30-square-mile area near Denver was contaminated from disposal of a mul-
titude of wastes in unlined ponds (unlined ponds allow chemicals to seep deeper and deeper
intc the earth and into groundwater supplies). These wastes (irom manufacturing activities of
the U.S. Army and a chemical company) were deposited from 1943 to 1957. Decontamination,
if possible, could take several years and cost as much as $80 million.

* Adapted, in part from the Er'A’s “Pollution, Everybody’s Problem”. Hazardous Wast¢ . 1980.
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Government Printing Office
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Fact: Hazardous waste can contaminate rivers, lakes, and other surface water.

About 17,000 drums littered the “Valley of the Drums"” (a 7-acre site in Kentucky) about 25
miles south of Louisville. Some 6,000 dru ms were full, many of them oozing their toxic contents
intothe ground. In addition, anundetermined q aantity of hazardous waste was buried indrums
and in subsurface pits. In 1979, EPA identified about 200 chemicals and 30 metals at this
site.

Fact: Hazardous waste can pollute the air.

Atruckdriverdied as he dischargedtoxic waste from his truck into one of four open pits at adis-
posal site in.Iberville Parish, Louisiana. He was asphyxiated by hydrogen sulfide fumes when
liquid wastes mixed in the open pit. The area was surrounded by water and had a history of
flooding.

Fact: Hazardous waste can burn or explode.

A bulldozer operator was killed in an explosion in Edison Township, New Jersey. He was bury-
ing and compacting drums of unidentified chemical wastes. Of the 200 truckloads of waste the
landfill received daily, about 50 contained industrial waste.

Fact: Hazardous waste can poison via the food chain.

Over a four-month period in 1976, an Indiana family consumed milk contaminated with twice
the maximum concentration of polyc:lorinated biphenyls {(PCB's) considered safe by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration. The milk came from the family’s cow, which had been grazingin
a pasture fertilized with the city of Bloomington's (Indiana) sewage sludge. The sludge con-
tained high levels of PCB’s from a local manufacturing plant. A federal law passed in 1976
banned production of PCB’s after January 1, 1979. PCB's still remain in the environment
today.

In 1986, an Arkansas supplier sold tainted feed to beef and pork growers. The feed contained
the banned pesticide, heptachlor. As aresult, some brands of milk, ice cream, and cheese hac
to be removed from stores in Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Missouri. More than 300 dairy farms
were quarantined and children and pregnant womenin the area were warned to avoid the use
of these dairy products.

Fact: Hazardous waste can poison by direct contact.

In 1978 and 1979, the health of some residents of Love Canal, near Niagara Falls, was
seriously damaged by chemical wastes burieda quarter ofa century ago. Asdrums holding the
waste corroded, their contents percolated through the soilin yards and basements, forcing the
evacuation of over 200 familics. About 80 chemicals, a number of them suspected car-
cinogens {cancer producing), were identified.

Also in 1979, cattle in a Kansas feedlot were affected after scratching against pads manufac-
tured using waste oil contaminated with PCB’s. The waste oil (from electrical transformers) had
been purchased from a salvage yard in 1972, before the effects of PCB’s were widely known.
Inedible by-products(e.g,, skins for leather, etc.) from 54 head of contaminated cattle had been
shippedtoanumberof statesand had to be traced and disposedof properly, another 112 head
had to be destroyed.

These brief but dramatic examples provide evidence of damage to life and the environment
from the mismanagement of hazardous wastes. Largely to prevent future tragedies such as
these, Congress enacted Subtitle C of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA),
Public Law 94-580. This law imposes strict controls over the management of hazardous wastes.
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While the reculting costs for proper environmental controls will exceed expenditures seen in
thepast, they pale when compared to the astronomical costs of cleaning up damage caused by
poor disposal practices.

An EPA study madein 1979 indicated that cleaning up abandoned hazardous waste sites and
those currently operating under environmentally unsound conditions could cost as much as
$44 billion, only partof which is likely to be paid for by the owners of the sites. However,in many
cases, it is impossible to assign dollar values to the long-term harm to the health and the
environment that has resulted from improper management of hazardous waste.

Disposal of commonly used products, especially in drains or in the garbage, often results in
potentially dangerous wastes. Table 7-2 summarizes these.

Table 7-2.
COMMONLY USED PRODUCTS AND THE POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS WASTES THEY GENERATE.
Products We Use Potentially Hazardous Waste They Generate
Plastics organic chloride compounds
Pesticides organic chloride compounds
organic phosphate compounds
Medicines organic solvents and residues, heavy metals (mercury, zinc, etc.)
Paints heavy metals, pigments, solvents, organic residue
Oil, gasoline, and oil, phenols, organic compo*inds, heavy metals, ammonia, salts, acids, caustics
petroleum products
Metals heavy metals, flourides, cyanides, acid and alkaline cleancrs, solvents, pigments,
abrasive plating salts, oils, phenols
Leather heavy metals, organic solvents
Textiles heavy metals, dyes, organic chlorine, compounds, solvents

The Disposal of Hazardous Wastes

" Recently, a greater regard for the environment and the increased costs of disposal creaied by
theintroduction of federal and state regulations has caused industry to greatly reduce its pro-
duction of hazardous wastes. Homes too can cut down on the amount of hazardous waste they
produce. There will, however, always be waste.

Basically, the less hazardous the waste we have, the easier itis to deal with. Some wastescan
be harmless biologically, others require chemical treatment. Acids are neutralized with bases
while some pesticides are rendered harmless by chemical reation. Different wastes require
different treatments.

Inthe Industrial setting, the ability to determine exactly what is in a waste and how much there
is of it, make it practical to build and use chemical or biological treatment systems. In the
household hazardous wastes are often an unpredictible mixture of substances, and conse-
quently, it is not practical to systematically make them nonhazardous.

Whatever the source, hazardous wastes are a fact of life. It is the responsibility of our tech-
nological soclety to develop and implement the means to dispose of them effectively.
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Most people want the benefits that come from using the products that create hazardcus
waste, but they also don't want a hazardous-waste management facility near their community.
Unfortunatsly, there is no place that isn't somebody’s backyard.

Figure 7-1 Percentage oi Industrial Hazardous
Waste by Industry

9y — All others
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Source - EPA, Draft Environmental Impact St.te-
ment, 1979
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Geographically, hazardous waste tends to be
concentratedin certain regicns. About 60 percent
is generated in 10 states: New Jersey, lllinois,
Ohio, California, Pennsylvania, Texas, New York,
Michigan, Tennessee, and Indiana.

Source; EPA, Draft Environmental Impact State-

ment, 1979.

vWeich state has the highest concentration of hazardous waste?
What part of the country seems to be affected most by hazardous wastes? Why might this be?

What kinds of products are these states noted for?

How does the state in which you live rate relativa to hazardous wasies?




Harry Carter’s Grain Compary
- A Scenario -

The Great Midwest Grain Company (GMGC) was experiencing much difficulty in keeping the
grain supplies free of molds and various pests while in storage. In recent years, the problem
hadgrown sogreat thatsomething had tobedone. Customers were canceling orders and busi-
ness was going downhill very quickly. If the company closed, the town of Junction would be
devastated.

Harry Carter, the owner of GMGC, tried several
ways to correct the problem; nothing worked.
He knew that at one time Heptachloride was
used in homes, in gardens, and on farms to
ward off pests and prevent molds from form-
ing. However, in 1983 the EPA banned the
use of Heptachloride because it was sus-
pected of causing damage to the liver and
kidneys of infants and increased the risk of
birth defects and cancer.

Harry reasoned that Heptachloride was ef-
fective and inexpensive. He used itfor years
without observable negative effects and he
questioned the EPA’s judgement in outlaw-
ing its use. He felt that the EPA could not
conclusively demonstrate thatit caused dam-
age.

Before it was banned, Harry’s company had purchased a large supply of Heptachloride. After
checking, Harry found that hundreds of t.agswerestillinthewarehouse. Harrywondered what
would happen if he mixed small amounts of Heptachloride with the feed? He reasoned that he
had eaten beef from cattle that had consumed grain with large amounts of Heptachloride in it
and he was still ok In addition, Harry was fazea with the harsh realities of his declining busi-
r.ess. If he didn't do something soon, both he and all the people who worked for him would be
ruined. Harry also knew that mixing the prohibited chemical with the grain was illegal and
punishable with a jail sentence.

What should Harry Carter do? Why?
Questions for Discussion

In making his decision, what factors chould Harry consider?

What should be Harry Carter's most important considerations in deciding what to do?
Why?

Does it matter that Heptachloride Is only suspectecii:f being harmful, rather than proven,
to be harmful to humans? Why or why not?

Does Harry have a responsibility to do all that he can to save his company? Why ur why
not?

Does he .;ave an obligation to save the jobs of his employees? Why or why not?
Does it matter that what Harry is considering is illegal? Why or why not?

Does Harry have a responsibility to the people who buy his grain? Why or why not?
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Harry Garter Continued

Harry decided that he had to take a chance. Rather thaninvolve anyone else in breaking the
law - a law that he felt was unjustified - he personally mixed the Heptachloridein with the grain
each night. Since no one was at work when he did it, no one else in the company was aware of
what was happening. He continued the personal crusade to “save the town” for nearly two
years. During that time it appeared that maybe Harry was right. Nothing happened.

%* % % %

Gary and Joan Carlson had been operating theirsmall farmforthe pasttwo years. They weren't
makingmuch money and wereworking long hours but they were happy.“Atleast we havefresh
air,” Gary remarked.

“Yes, and fresh food and milk from our own cows,” responded Joan.

“Atleast we know that our baby will be born healthy out here,” said Gary as he gently patted his
wife’s “tummy.”

Thebabywasborn and the new parentswere proud and happy. After she left the hospital, Joan
spent much time with her new baby. As time went on, however, she began to notice that the
baby didn’t appear to be developing as quickly as she thought he should. She mentioned
to her hugband,

“You know, I'm getting worried. Little Gary was born about the same time as baby Carol down
the road, yet Carol seems to be much more advanced. She can do several things very easily,
things that our baby is nowhere near doing.”

Gary responded, “Maybeit's because he's a boy and maybe boys don't progress as quickly as
girls when they are babies. But have Dr. Young check him out if it makes you feel better.”

The Carlsons brought little Gary for an examination. Theirworst fears were realized - little Gary
was “severely” brain-damaged. The doctor had no explanation.

Trying to getovertheir grief, Joan commented, “What could have gone wrong? During my preg-
nancy | did everything I was supposed to do. | didn'tdrinkalcohol or smoke; | even gave up cof-
fee. | did no hard physicalwork. Why did this happen? No one in my family or yours has a history
of this type of thing. What could have gone wrong?”

Garyremained silent. Then he said, “Maybe the doctor is wrong. Maybe he isn't going to betoo
bad. Let's wait and see.”

One day, not too much later, Gary came into the house. “l don't understand it. Another cow is
very sick. . . this makes the fourth one. The other three have died. What could it be?” he
asked.

After an investigation, heptachloride was found in the bodies of the cows that had died. Not
only were the Carlsons' cows atfected, but so, too were all the cows in the area. No one said
anything immediately because they didn’t want to create a panic. However, shortly after the
news broke, Harry Carter admitted that he had been mixing Heptachloride with the grain he
was selling. To make matters even worse, the grain company sold its products to farmers in
about a dozen states in the central part of the United States. All of their cows would be
contaminated.

When the Carlsons learned about the effects of Heptachloride, they began to suspect that
heptachloride had caused the brain damage in theit child. Joan drank the “fresh and whole-
some” milk from her own contaminated cows. She in turn became contaminated and passed
onthe harmful effects of the chemical to her baby before it was born. “Baby Gary didn' have a
chance,” she thought.
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On behalf of their baby, the Carlsons brought suit for damages. When the case came up in
court, the Carlsons argued that their baby's health was ruined as a result of Harry Carter's lac-
ing the grain fed to their cows with Heptachloride, an illegal and harmful chemical. Harry's
lawyer argued that it was not proven, nor could it be proven, that the Heptachloride was res-
ponsible for baby Gary being born brain-damaged.

Harry's lawyer noted, “My client admits to illegally mixing in Heptachloride with the grain his
compary sold’ however, he did that to save jobs for the community and to keep the town of
Junctionalive. it has never been proven that Heptachloride causes any harm. The government
has only said that they suspect it of causing some problems. In fact, when the government
found outthatthe milksold inthe stores contained that substance, theydidn't evenrequireitto
be removed from the shelves. They only recommended that people not drink it. Yes, my client
feels deeply for the problems of baby Gary. But the baby’'s condition was not caused by my
client”

The Carlson’s lawyer argued, “How many infants need to be damaged before something is
done? There is ample evidence that lab animals are harmed by Heptachloride. Livers and kid-
neys are damaged. Cancer was caused inthose animals. Need babies die first? Harry Carteris
without questionresponsiblefor the baby's condition and the jury can help serve the cause of
justice by ruling in favor of my client.”

In his closing argument Harry Carter's lawyer argued, “You can't say that because lab animals
are harmed by a chemical, humans will also be harmed. Lab animals and humans are very dif-
ferent. Besides, in lab tests large quantities of chemicals are fed to the animals, not the very
small quantities that my client used. He benefited the community for all those years. Don't
abandon him now.”

How should the jury rule - in favor of Harry orin favor oi the Carlsons? Why?
Questions for Discussion

What factors should the jury consider in making the decision?
What should be the most important factor? Why?

Since jobs are so important to the community, shouldn't the residents of Junction be will-
ing to risk some possible side effects? Why or why not?

What objectives or responsibilities should manufacturing companies have toward the
community?

Researchers have frequently been criticized by various industries for tests using animals
andapplyingthosefindings to humans. Doyouthinkthat such conclusions could be valid?
Why?

How do you think the community would want you to vote -in favorof Harry orin favor of the
Carlsons? Why?
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Can Society Really Help?
- A Debate Activity * -

More and mare legislation enacted by the Congress of the United States is requiring that ihe
public be involved in the decision-making process. The National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) provides for public input, as does the Coastal Area Facilities Review Act (CAFRA); the
Clean Wate." Act; the Save Drinking Water Act; the Clean Air Act; the Toxic Substance Control
Act; and the Refuse Act. In part, the reason for including citizenry in this process is that if the
reople and their surroundings are going to be affected by this legislation, they should be
involved in deciding what happens. Moreover, the costs of implementing and enforcing the
legislation are borne by the public treasury. A significant provision of the Resource Conserva-
tion and Recovery Act (RCRA), the major legislation coverning hazardous substances, states
that “public participation in the development, revision, implementation, and enforcement of
any regulation, guideline, information, or program under this act shall be provided for, en-
couraged, and assisted”.

Largely as a result of advances in science and
technology, thie world becomes increasingly more
complexalmost onadaily basis. Unfortunately, as
the world becomes more and more technologically
advanced, society becomes increasingly less
knowledgeable about these advances. Joseph F.
Coates, a former senior associate at the Con-
gressional Office of Technological Assessment
has said,
At the same time, there has never been a
greateramount ofignorance aboutthe human
environmentthan there is now among middle-
class Americans. Ask the ordinary citizen a
series of simole questions about our world:
What is nylon? Where is the TV picture when
itis notin your living room? Where does your
sewage go whe" you flush the toilet? Why do
flourescent lights flicker? See what kinds of
answers you get. . . every new technology
generates even greatar ignorance. (1980C)

In the future, more issues regarding the applica-
tion or misapplication of various technologies will
be determinedinthe courts. In many cases, judges
with little or notrainingin science ortechnologywill have torule on suchissues. In other cases,
ju:ies will be required to decide cases dealing with issues that are technically very difficult to
understand. In the past, experts made most of the decisions; however, with more recent
legislation, the general public is asked to make decisions about technically complex issues.
Some argue that the general public is incapable of making decisions on highly scientific and
technological matters and therefore our existing jury system: sho iald be replaced by panels of
experts in cases dealing with technical questions.

DEBATE ISSUE

The jury system should be abolished in cases involving technical guestions be-
cause the average citizen is not qualified to make decisions on issues requiring
highly technical knowledge. Instead, cases should be decided by panels of spec-
ialists who have expertise in the areas in question.

* Adapted from lozzi, Louis A. Technology and Society: A Futuristic Perspective, Sopris West,
Longmont, Colorado. 1980.




Your teacher will provide you with the procedures and the rules for conducting and scoring
the debates.

- Concluding Observations -

Theclass debate no doubtraised some new issuesand concernsregarding the role of citizens
in a highly complex technological society. Some of these ideas are listed below. How do you
feel about these issues?

In aworld where scientific and technologicalinformation is growing by leaps and bounds,
how can the average citizen keep up in order to understand his/het surroundings? How
can one be best educated?

Canr the average citizen have a role in making public policy or should it be left to the
experts? If so, how shou!d “experts” be selected?

Does being technologically knowledgeable about an issue necessarily insure that the
“axpert” will represent the best interests of the public?

Will our democratic system be jeopardized if decision making were left to a smallgroup of
experts? That is, will citizens be relinquishing some of their rights?

Will advances in science and tecnnology require changes in our existing system of
government?

Our Bill of Rights guarantees individuals the right to a fair trial. What should the elements
of a fair trial include? Will a trial be fair if the jurors do not fully understand the technical
information presented?

The term “information cverload” has been used to describe the increasing amount of
information we are exposed to each day through different forms of mass communication,
education, other people, and perscnal experiences. How can we learn to digest and
understand all that we encounter?

What might happen to our society if the common citizen chooses to remain ignorant of
advances in science and technology?
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Food And Agricuiture
- Forecasting the Future -

Trying toaccurately forecast thefuture can be an intriguing, useful, but very difficult activity. All
of us are interested in knowing what tomorrow's weather might be because it helps us to plan
much better. People who investin stocks try to predict or forecast which stock prices might go
up and which might drop. The more accurate their predictions, the better they can plan their
investment strategies. People working in sales, various businesses, industry, education, and
government all utilize forecasts to help them do their jobs better.

The accuracy of a forecast depends on how well one predicts the change in variables and the
consequences of their interactions. A variable is something that is subject to change. For
example, when forecasting the weather, one examines such variables as wind direction, wind
velocity, barometric pressure, temperature, and so on. Each of these variables changes,
perhaps many times each day,and each variable insomeway helps todeterminewhatwe com-
monly call weather. Similarly, the price of stock is determined by several variables. If a com-
pany develops a new product that the investor feels will make a lot of money for the company,
stockin that companywill be ingreatdemand. The higherthe demand for that stock, the higher
the price of the stock. As the demand for that stock continues to go higher, so too does the
value of the stock

In this example, what are the variables that help to determine the price of a stock?

Inordertomake reasonablyaccurate forecasts, one needs to knowwhatthe variables are rela-
tive to a particularforecast and how those variables interact (some think that perhaps a crystal
ball and a little bit of luck might also help). The more experience one has working on forecasts
inacertain area, the greater the likelihood that accurate forecasts can be made. For example,
any good forecaster could probably make a reasonably accurate forecast of the weather for
almost anywhere in the country. All that a forecaster needs are the necessary data ;or that
area. However, sometimes certain variables have agreaterimpact ondetermining the weather
insomeareasthaninothers. Inthesesituationsalocal forecaster- one who isvery familiarwith
the specific area - tends to make more accurate forecasts than one who is not so familiar with
the area.

Many strategies have been devised for
making forecasts of all types. Some strat-
-~ egiesare more difficult to use than others.
Sometimes different strategies work bet-
ter than others,dependingon theforecast
to be made. One particularly useful strat-
AN egy that works reasonably well, and atthe
same time is not too difficult to under-
stand, is called extrapolation. Extrapola-
S J tion involves using present trends to con-
‘ structan image of the future. Forexample,
- if you are considering the purchase of a
certain stock, you could look at the perfor-
mance of that stock for the past week or
two.Ifthe price of the stockshowed a con-
tinuous increase, you could use extrapo-
lation to forecast that the price of the stock
will probably continue to increase tomor-
row and have a reasonably good chance
of being correct.
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I the price of the stock increased an average of ¥ point each day for the past week, how
much of a change would you forecast for tomorrow? Will the price be higher or lower?
Why?

Could you uce this strategy to forecast what will happen to the price of that same stock
next week? Do you think your pred.ctior. will be accurate? How about two weeks from
now? Why?

In 1972, Massachussetts Institute of Techn.loay conducted a major study for the Club of
Rome. This study was designed to determine the future of th:z world by examining several
variables. These variables included population yrowth, natural vesources, and several others.
The basic finding of that study was that either exhaustion: of non-renewable resources or
envirenmental pailution would put an end to economi~ growth within 100 years. This in turn
would most likely resultin a“rather sudden and.. ycontrollable decline in both population and
industrial capacity”. The report, Limits to Growth, alsc warnedthateven if noarable land is lost;
if food production can be doubled or even tripled; even f resources of raw materials are much
greater than we now assume; the point at which demands for these resources exceeds sup-
plies will be delayed tos oniy a comparatively few ye=rs.

This major study was completed more than 15 years ago. From what you see happening
around you today, how accurate do you think it will be? Why?

In 1980, President Jimmy Carter commissioned a study which resulted in The Global 2000
Report. Part of that study considered the issue of world and U.S. food supplies for the years
1985 and the year 2000. Like Limits to Growth, this report also expressed concerns over the
increasing pressures on the world’s resources and environmental balances. This study warned
thattheincreasingly heavy useof fertiliz 2rs and pesticides indeveloped countries will resultin
limited benefits and decreasing returns.

Arecentstudywas completed by the futurists Julian
Simon and the late Herman Kahn. Their book, The
Resourceful Earth, maintained that global and U.S.
trends in regard to food supplies and relevant fac-
tors such as climate, mineral and fuel resources are
improving - or at least not deteriorating. If present
trends continue, by the year 2000 they claim that
population, resources, and environmental stresses
will lessen, and the outlook ior food and other ne-
cessities will be much better.

How can it be that the different forecasts cited
in these studies arrived at different conclusions?

What might account for such different fore-
casts?

Which of these radically different scenarios of
the future will be realized? Why do you think
so?

Can man'’s technological ingenuity outpace and
even overcome the limits to growth?

Could the demands for resources and products exceed supplies sooner than anyone pre-
dicted? How? What changes could cause this?

118 1:8




Farms, Farmers, Farmland, and Food

The Cornucopia Project Newsletter recently published a summary chart (Table 8-1) of some
key trends in the U.S. farm and food system. Part of Table 8-1 is reproduced here and will be
used to help put together a scenario for America’s food system in the year 2000.

Table 8-1
SUMMARY CHART OF SOME KEY
TRENDS IN U.S. FAKM AND FOOD SYSTEM

1900-2000  70-PRESENT  PRESENT.2000

TREND % CHANGE % CHANGE % CHANGE
1. U.S. Population +267 +13 +20
2. Total farm population -88 -31 -54
3. Percent of U.S. population in farming -35 -64
4. Farm labor -29 -60
5. Farms -18 -25
6. Large farms +6 +140
7. Farms going out of business +15 +19
8. Total number of farmers in U.S. 18 25
9. Number of farmers out of work +14.9 +14.8
10.Total USDA employees +4048 +8.7 +3.0
11.Farmland +20 -5.1 -8.2
12.Irrigated farmland +30 +63
13.Faim machinety cost +231 +115
14.Transport +190 +113
15.Rail costs +210 +117
16.Pesticide use +71.5 +62.5
17.Fertilizer use +2869 +31 +37
18 Fertilizer use/acre +2796 +75 +74
19.Cost of nitrogen fertilizer cents/1b. +540 +83 +60
20.Production cost per farm +324 +128
21.Farm debt +407 +198
22.Farm interest on debt +460 +142
23.Government payment +729 +115
24.Real estate debt +107 +249
25.0rganic farms 99 +69 +80
26.Food cost per capita +160 +75
27.Grocery stores -18 12
28.Vegetable gardens +25 +20
29.Population below poverty +35 +133
30.Conservation tillage +368 +280
31.U.S. agricultural exports +376 +822

31.U.S. agricultural imports +164 +329

2000

279 million

3 million

L1%

1.27 million
1.84 million
714,000

4.8 million
1.84 million
4.614mulion
129,776
960.000 A.
83 million A.
5244 billion
532 billion
378 index
2.45 billion 1bs.
71.2 millionT.
243 T

S.36 per Ib.
5134,000
5429.8 billion
545.8 billion
5617.7 billion
S211 billion
45,000

S2741

50,000

45,9 million
80 million
331.00 A.
$320.7 tillion
$65.6 hiilion




What’s Happening to Farming?
- Activity -
Using Table 8-1 respond to each of the following questions

U.S. Population
What will be the estimated population in the year 2000?

Will our present population grow or become smaller by the year 2000?
What percentage change will occur?

Using the data provided in the chart, determine about how many people currently live in
the U.S.

Write a statement summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.
Farmers

What percentage of our population will live on farme in the year 2000?

How many people will live on farms in the year 2000?

Between now and the year 2000 will the number of people living on farms increase or
decrease?

By what percentage?
Write a statment summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.
Number of Farms
Is the number of farmers out of work projected to be higher or lower by the year 2000?
By what percentage?
How many farmers will be out of work by 20007?
How many farmers are currently out of work?

How does the percentage of farmers out of work between 1970 and the present compare
with the percentage expected to be out of work between the present and 2000.

Write a statment summarizing your corclusions about the preceding questions.

USDA Employees

How many USDA (Department of Agriculture) employees wil' be employed in the year
2000?

How does that compare with the present number of employeesé
By what percentage?

If the number of farmers is decreasing, does it make sense that the number of USDA
employees should increase? Why or Why not?

Writ2 a statment summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.
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Farm Sizes
How many large farms will there be in the year 20007?
How will that number change from the present (percentage and actual number)?

What do you suppose will happen to small and medium-size farms as the number of large
farms increases?

Write a statement summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.
Farm Labor Jobs

How many farm labor jobs will probably exist in 2000?

How many farm labor jobs are there currently?

What percentage change is that?

Write a statement summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.

* * * *

Currently, 1% of our farms produce 25 % of our agricultural products. Batween now and 1995
this small number of farms will produce 50 % of our agricultural products. By the year 2000, our
50,000 largest farms will account for 63 % of all agricultural sales, as compared to 31 % in
1974.

What factors do you suppose are partly responsible for this?

In addition to adequate sunlight, fertile soil, and seeds, what is needed for crops to flounish? Of
course, water Given enough water, even deserts can flourish (the Imperial Valley in California
is 2 good example of this).

Many areas of the United States have all the ingredients necessary for successful farming
except water. These areas exist primarily in the Midwest and in the Southwest. With irrigation
these areas can be developed into excellent farmlar.d. Hence, there is a strong trend today
towards irrigating land for farming. If the present trend continues, the amount of i.rigated
acreage would increase by 63 % by the year 2000. However, there is one major problem or
limiting factor. the amount of water available! The demand for irrigation water in the year 2000
will be 4,000 times the 1980 supply and, as far as we know, that additional water does not
exist.

Most of the water consumed in the United States- fully 81 %- is used for irrigation. By the year
2000 many areas in the Southwest and Midwest will probably find surface water supplies in
very short supply. Already groundwater supplies are jeopardized in many parts of our country.
For example, in South Central Arizona, the high plains, and parts of California, only three of
every four gallons of water being withdrawn from the earth are currently being replaced.

The Futurist (April 1983) reported that the Ogallala aquafe., which underlies eight states
from South Dakota to Texas, furnishes water for

- 25 % of our cotton

- 38 % of our sorghum

- 16 % of our wheat

- 13 % of our corn

- 40 % of grain-fed cattle.




The Futurist forecasis that by the year 2000, well yields from this underground lake will be too
low in many places tomake irrigation profitable. Experts also forecast that sometime between
2000 and 2020 irrigated acreage above the Ogallala will drop by 40 percent. Clearly the
management of water resources will become a key issue in the near future. Agriculture, indus-
try, and people will all be competing for the same water.

Who do you think should/could decide who gets what?

Cornucopia Newsletter predicts that “the cost of producing food will e« _alate dramatically between
now and the next century, with the average production cost per farm zooming to $134,000- a
128 percent increase from 1982."
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The Cost of Farming
- Activity -
Return to Table 8-1 summarizing key trends in the U.S. farm and food system to explore how
costs of various supplies and materials will affect the farmer.

Agricultural Costs

What is the forecast for
the use of pesticide, between now and 2000?
the use of fertilizer between now and 2000?
the cost of nitrogen fertilizer?
What is the estimated production cost per farm?
Itis estimated that by the year 2000 the average farmer will spend over $100,032 on fer-
tilizers. What portior (percentage) of his/her production costs will be devoted to fertilizer?

Write a statement summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.

* * * *

As you may know, some farmers receive help fromthe U.S.governmentin the form of price sup-
ports and direct payments. Between 1970 and the present, government assistance tofarmers
has increased a whopning 729 %! That figure is expected to increase an additional 115 % to
$67.7 billion dollars by the year 2000.

Eventhoughfarmersreceive help fromthe U.S. Gov-
ernment, the farm debt will almost double by the
year2000. In fact, farmers are now paying out more
in interest on their debts than they receive in net
income from farming.

If ycu pay out more money than you receive,
what happens?

Cornucopia forecasts that by 2000, “the average
farm will lose $7,500 each year - despite an average
gross income of $153,000.”

Again turning to Table 8-1 let's look at food prices
and food markets for us, the consumer.

Consumer Food Costs

How much will food cost per capita in 2600?
How much does food cost per capita now?

Will there be more or less food stores in 2000
than there are now?

By what percentage will the present number
change?

How many food stores will there be in 20007?
What do you think will happen to the price of food by the year 2000? Why?

Write a statement summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.

* * * *
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Did you know that low income and elderlyshoppers actually pay more for food than peoplewho
use suburban chain stores and warehouse stores? A recent study conducted by The Hartford
Food System in Connecticut found thata family of four shopping in Hartford (a relatively large
city) spendsup to $1,500 more ayear forfood than asimilarfamily living and shoppinginaCon-
necticut suburban area. It is very likely that by the year 2000 when there are fewer stores and
therefore less competition for customers, everyone (not just the poor) will pay more for food.

How might we, as individuals. help to reduce our food costs?
(Hint: _ooh at the chart and the forecast for the number of vegetable gardens in the
year 2000.)

The United States is one of the richest and most affluent nations in the world. Yet, what does
the chart tellus about the number of people expected to have anincome belowthe povertyline
by 2000?

Will the number of people below the poverty line be higher or lower in 2000?
By what percentage?
What percentage of our population in 2000 will be below the poverty level?

Will the percentage of people below the poverty level be higher or lower thanitispresently
by 2000?

Write a statement summarizing your conclusions about the preceding questions.

Averting Future Food Shortages
- Summary Activity -

Arecent study completed by the Complex Systems Research Center at the University of New
Hampshire predicted that “no matter what we do” there will be a shortfall in U.S. food produc-
tion and /or a nationwide retrenchment for several decades beginning as early as 1990.

From the information you have zollected in the two previous activities, do you agree with
this prediction?

What action might we consider taking now to avert food shortages in the future? (Note:
many clues can be found in the chart from the answers to the questions and from the
“Summary Statements” you wrote in the preceding activities).

Prepare a writien plan of action to avert future food shortages. Compare your plar with
those of other members of the class. How do they compare? Similarities? Differences?
What might account for any differences?

Using the information and plans developed by the various members of your class, compile
a comprehensive class plan to avert future food shortages.
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“Farming Is Who | Am”
- The Human Factor -

Aplow rusts idly in afield covered largely with wild grass. A house with boarded windows is just
now beginning to show neglect and lack of care. Raindrops and snowflakes fall between
exposed roof joists upon machines that once hummed smoothly through now overgrown and
parched fields. The only sign of life is rats and other rodents scampering in and out of the
buildings. These are the signs of the decline of the small family farm. As some of the country’s
farms grow larger and more productive, others whose owners run out of luck, patience, or
money leave their farms for the nearby cities. Some leave by choice, others ara forced out by
foreclosures on mortgage paymerts and on bank loans.

These are hard times for many
of the nation’s farmers. In ad-
dition to seeing their land -
land that was “in the family”
forgenerations-beingsoldat
the auctions for a fraction of
what it was once worth, the
hard times are also having an
impact on the life of the far-
mer in other ways. Tradition-
ally, farmers have beenfiercely
independent and self-reliant,
and the farming family struc-
ture has always been known
for being as “solid as a rock”.
Much of thisis now changing.

The troubles of the farmerare
showing up i.. several ways.
According to the New York
Times (20 November 1984),
casesof“abuse of wives, child-
ren oreven animals, alcoholism,
severe depression, and sui-
cide” are increasing dras-
ticallyamong farming families.
The suicide rate in some rural
lowa counties, forexample, is
twice the national figure and
still climbing. At one time lowa
State University’s extension
service published booklets on

LT farming issues such as pest
control and soil erosion. Now, according to the New York Times, “its literature covers more
foreign types such as stress management, with detailed advice to wives on signs of impending
suicide in husbands.”
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It's not just farmers who are feeling the effects of hard times in rural America. Many associated
businesses such as banks, grain elevators, and stores in farming communities have gone ban-
krupt. Bankers are often criticized by farmers for not understanding their economic plight. The
farmers argue that banks should lower their interest rates instead of forcing farmers to lose
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their land. At least that way banks would get all of their money (over a longer period of time, of
course) instead of having to settle for what the auctioneer brings in.

Banks, on the other hand, argue that they have already lowered interest rates for many farmers
as much as they could. Bankers claim that the situation is so bad that even their private lives
are being affected. Former friends now turn their backs on them and some fear for their
safety.

As farms fail and families move to the city seeking jobs and a better life, additional pressures
are placed on already overburdened cities. There aren’t enough jobs for people already resid-
ing in the city, much less for the newcomers.

A New York Times {(November 20, 1984) article quotes an old farmer who sums up the plight of
rural America today:

You farm the soil yourself. You werk hard and it gives you a wonderful feeling and then for
reasons beyond your control, suddenly it's all crumbling. No one understands. No one
seems to care. It's not just my job that's threatened. It's my way of lifs. Farming is who |

am.
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The Agricultural Mechanization Controversy

- A Court Case -
Background

In 1980, a lawsuit was filed in the State of California on behalf of 19 farm workers. The lawsuit
charged that the University of California at Davis (UC) had unlawfully spent public funds on
research that put farm workers out of jobs. According to California Rural Legal Assistance
(CRLA), the basic goal of the research being conducted by UC was to develop “machines and
otherrelatedtechnologyinorderto reduceto the greatest extent possible, the use of laboras a
means of agricultural production”. The CRLA charged that such research

eliminates jobs for farm workers,
eliminates small farms,

harms consumers,

impairs the quality of rural life, and
restricts and hinders <ollective bargaining.

The CRLA demanded that all mechanization research by UC be stopped until the University
creates a fund to be used to assist and train farm workers being put out of work.

Thisis notonlyan important case for researchers working on farm mechanization projects, but
also for researchers in many other fields. For example, a similar lawsuit could allege that
University-developed information technologies ( e.g.,, computer research) put clerical workers
out of jobs.

The Positions

In this case the plaintiffs are specifically attacking mechanization research. Their position is
that the expensive machines developed by such research, funded with public monies, helps
only large farmers and gives them an unfair advantage over small farmers. Representing the
plaintiffs, the CRLA argues that in 1963 the average tomato grower planted 32 acres. At that
time the total industry in California employed 50,000 farm workers. According to the CRLA,
when the University developed a mechanical tomato harvester in 1970, the number of farm
workers fell to 18,000. Today, the average farm is 363 acres.

How muchlargeris today’s average size farm compared to the average-size farmin 1964?
What percentage change is that?

How does the number of farm workers in 1964 compare with the number in 1970? What
percentage change is that?

There are two kinds of tomatoes. Most of those grown in California are harvested by machine
and are for processing (e.g., canning). Hand-picked tomatoes are grown mainly in Florida and
are for the fresh tomato market. According to researchers at UC, the two types of tomatoes
together were worth $1.1 billion in 1982 and “are the most valuable vegetable grown in the
United States”.

The UC maintains that before 1963 and mechanization, 38,000 Mexican and 6,500 American
workers picked and sorted 2.5 million tons of processing tomatoes in California. Today, fewer
than 8,000 harvest workers, primarily American women, ride machines and sort more than
twice as many tomatoes.
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According to UC, how many farm workers were employed in California PRIOR to mech-
anization?

How many were Americans?
How many were Mexicans?
What was the dominant sex of the California farm tomato worker in 19637

According to UC, how many farm workers were employed in California AFTER mech-
anization?

How many are Americans?
How many are Mexicans?
What is tne dominant sex of the California tomato farm worker today?

How do you feel about the changes in the number of farm workers employed in Cali-
fornia?

UC points ou! that in 1942, Mexican farm workers were temporarily admitted into the United
States primanly to harvest asparagus. In 1964, when that practice stopped, the laborers
returned to Mexico but so did most of the canned asparagus industry. UC argues that mech-
anization helpedto keep the processed tomatoindustry in the United States, thereby actually
preserving jobs for American workers. They also maintain that mechanization createdjobs for
irrigators, equipment operators, and canning workers.

The UC maintains that job losses due to mechanization have been more than offset by the
expansion of other agricultural opportunities. While mechanization may have eliminated
several hundred thousand seasonal farm jobs in California, affluence, population growth, and
awareness of health have increased the demand for other types of fruits and vegetables. The
increased demand for these hand picked products created new jobs faster than technological
changes eliminated them. In defending its position, the UC cites .. = following data.

Year Number of Farm V/orkers Employed
1960 192,000
1970 211,000
1980 224,000

University research led to the creation of many of these new jobs.

The CRLA argues that mechanization research eliminates small farms because the new
machines require large acreages to operate efficiently. This enables large farms to spread
their fixed costs over more acres, reducing prices, and forcing sn.all farmers out of business.
Since a tomato harvester costs over $150,000, mechanization is possible only for the wealthy
owners of large farms.

The CRLA points out that the number of processing tomato farms in California decreased from
4,000 in 1962 to 600 in 1973. At the same time, the average acreage planted in tomatoes
increased from 32 to 363 acres.
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UC counters by pointing out that structural changes in the 20 years before mechanization (be-
tween 1945 and 1964) accounted for a 63 % decrease in the number of farm workers and an
average tripling of farm acreage in tomatoes. In the 1960’s and 1970’s other factors also con-
tributed to increasing the sizes of farms. For example, completion of the California water sys-
tem in the 1960’s allowed very large farms in the San Joaquin Valley to grow tomatoes.

UC maintains that the number of farms in America peaked at 6.8 million in 1935, then dropped
sharply in the 1950’s and 1980’s as farmers were pushed by overproduction and low prices
and hired away from agriculture by relatively high industrial wages. Thus, the efficient and
ambitious farmer who remained bought additional land to utilize machinery more efficiently,
andthe average size of farms increased. Even without mechanical tomato harvesters, concen-
tration and specialization would have occurred in the tomato industry because other factors
promoted fewerandlarger farms. Forexample, federal support payments stabilized prices and
encouraged farmers to expand.

Some of the struggling small and medium-sized farms undoubtedly need technical assistance
in management and in marketing. UC maintains that many of these farms are operated as
hobby or tax loss enterprises. It may r,ot be, they argue,

inthe public interestto reallocate research funds to benefit primarily 2 million farmers that
produce lessthan one-third of the nation’s farm products untilmuch moreis learned about
the diverse goods, motives, and needs of the nation’s farmers.

According to UC, the number of small farms continues toincrease. The numbers of small farms
in California has increased by more than 4 % annually since 1978.

The structure of agriculture is becoming polarized. “Large and specialized farmers pro-
duce 70 % of the nation’s food and fiber while numerous small farmers, who depend on
their non-farm revenues, contribute little to total farm output. Mechanization plays arolein
this evolving structure of the U.S. farming industry, permitting some farmers to manage
large units effectively while allowing others to operate small farms as part-time or hobby
operations.”

The CRLA argues: “We're not antimechanization.”

We're not saying farmers or farm workers should bs dedicated to doing hard, dirty work,
andwe know every research project can’t benefit every singie interest group. But you don't
help people by taking their jobs away. And at the University of California, a series of pro-
jects across the board violates the intent of the law which was to help rural people.

The plaintiffs are not seeking money for damages. Rather, they want the courts to
— prevent research that benefits only agribusiness or large farmers,
— force the University to assess the social impact of research,

— require the University to include small farmers, farm workers, and consumer represen-
tatives on research advisory panels, and

— establish a fund for research for small farmers and farm workers.

UC is against the proposal because it would “violate the University’s reason for being. If they
(the plaintiffs) win, it could stop biological and genetic research. . . A social impact analysis
might also be more expensive and time-consuming than the research project.”




According to Successful Farming (October 1984)

Scientists themselves are split on the issues. Many will testify for UC, but several agricultural
economists and research sociologists from across the country will also testifyin favor ofa
social impact stateinent and reseaich for small farmers. . .

Peter Bloom, an agricultural engineer at the University of lllinois says,

We scientists shrug our shoulders and say, well, people are better off building the machines
than in stooping in the fields,’ but this is an inadequate treatment of social issues. Also, in
the past we just haven’t had people in university laboratories building billion dollar pro-
ducts. With bioengineering we are facing that.

The Agricultural Mechanization Controversy
- A Court Simulation Debate -

This activity will simulate the court case you have just read about, the farm worker (plaintiff) vs.
the University of California - Davis (defendents). The debate should attempt to resolve the

issue.

Should the courtrule in favorofthe farmworkers orshould itrule
in favor of the University of California-Davis?

Your teacher will provide you with the procedures and rules for conducting and determining
the winner of the debate.
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Recycling Human Bodies
- Organ Transplantation Issues -

Intreduction

Foryears environmentalists have been trying to change the wasteful habits of our“throw away
society” by promoting recycling. Glass bottles, aluminum cans and paper are but a few of the
many types of materials that are commonly recycled today. Recycling is not only useful for pre-
serving our natural resources; many “weekend mechanics” visit the local automobilejunkyard
to purchase used parts to repair their automobiles. Used parts make auto repairs much less
expensive than the cost of using new parts. It also helps to save natural resources. In some
cases, such as with very old or antique cars, you can get replacement parts only from auto-
mobile “graveyards”.

Now modern medical technology has made the human bady recyclable providing the gift of life
forsome and improving the quality of life for others. What began with isolated instances of cor-
neal and kidney transplants, has become an industry. Human kidneys, livers, corneas, bones,
bone marrow, hearts, lungs, skin, cartilage, and brain linings are all used in transplants on an
almost daily basis. Having said tt..s, it must also be noted that organ transplantation has not
been without its pitfalls.

Obtaining Organs for Transplantation

One of the problems encountered by
physicians and surgeons who perform
organ transplants of various types has
been the lack of organs available for
transplantation. Butitseems thatanew
breakthrough might have occurred. At
the writing of this article, 15 states had
enacted laws requiring hospitals to seek
organ donations from families of dead
or dying patients. The new laws require
medical institutions (the place where
80 % of all Americans now die) to ask
the next of kin for organ donations. Even
though about 20 % of Americans carry a
signed organ-donor card, in practice no
hospital will take an organ without the
additional approval of the next of kin.

Organ transplant officials in California,
Oregon,and New York (thefirst 3 states
to pass “required request” laws) say
donations increased immediately after
the laws took effect. At the same time
hospitals had to quickly train personnel
to deal effectively with the delicate and
emotional issue of arranging to move
parts of one human body into another.

In a relatively short period of time after
the new laws were passed, hospitals
learnedthat certaintypesof organ trans-
plant coordinators were more success-
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ful at getting organdonationsthan others. According toa New York Timesreport(1 June 1986),
grieving families were much more likely to approve an organ donation if the hospital official
seeking the organ was

— awoman,
— wearing a dress (but not a green one), and
— sitting at least 5 feet away from the family in an informal setting.

if the hospital official was a female nurse, then it was recommended that she
— soften her authority image by removing her cap,

— discard her clipboard, and

— never touch a family member, even if consoling.

About two-thirds of the families asked give permission to remove the organs from a dying or
dead family member. Some feel that an organ donation can help the donor’s grieving family
because they can then feel that the relative continues to live on through someone else.

The number of donors grows daily, yet the number of people needing organs far exceeds the
number of organs available. For example, recent donations from 10 victims of accidents, dis-
ease, or old age helped to restore sight in 20 New Yorkers. But at the same time there were
more than 300 sightless people in the same city waiting for transplants.

Some large companies and businesses are trying to promote organ donations among their
employees. The Dow Chemical Corporation encoura_gs its employees to sign denor cards
and to speak before local groups about the need for organs of all types. This firm lent one of its
executives to the Boy Scouts for one year to run an organ donation drive. Dow Chemical lob-
byists also promote transplant legislation among their iegislative contacts.

As guickly as organs are made available, they are transplanted into waiting patients. At this
time, onan averageday inthe United States, 1 heart, 20 kidneys, and 65 eyesare transplanted.
The successrate forsome of thesetransplantsis as high as 90%. Moreover, these numbers are
increasing regulany. The transplanting of organs involves more than removing an organfroma
live donor or a cadaver and implanting it into the body of someone else. Other issues and con-
cerns focus upon

— keeping patients alive while waiting for a transplant,

— transplanting organs from animals into humans,

— technical issues,such as organ rejection, and

— patient selection.

While there are similar problems associated with all types of organ transplants, it must be
realized that each type of organ transplant presents its own peculiar problems. Of course it is
impossible to cover the complexities of each type of transplant here. This reading should,
however, provide an ample background for the reader to intelligently deal with transplant
issues from the standpoint of an informed citizen. Rather than focus on only one type of organ
transplant in depth, exampleswill be given using several different types of organ transplants. if

the reader is particularly interested in one type of transplant and would like more detail, there
are many books and articles available about each type.

Keeping Patients Alive - Heart Transpiants

The organ-recipient match is critical. Nearly one-third of the patients waiting for a heart
transplant die before a suitable heart becomes available. Heart transplants require careful
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donor and recipient matches. That is, surgeons must match available hearts to patients as
closely as possible or overwhelming complications can cccur. Organ suitability is such an
important issue in all transplants that it is discussed in a separate section of this reading.

Using medication and/or mechanical means,
heart surgeons try to Keep the patient’'s own
heart functioning efficiently and for as long
as possible. At times, however, the patient's
own heart is sobadlyweakensd ordamaged
that it niust be removed. In these situations,
surgeons have these options:

(1) Use a mechanical heart to keep the
patient alive until a suitable heart can
be found.

(2) Transplant the heart of an animal such
as a baboon or a chimpanzee into the
patient until asuitable human heartcan
be fourd.

(8) Do nothing and simply let the patient
die.

At the risk of stating the obvious, for most
people this last option is the least attractive
of the three. Other people feel that trans-
planting the heart of an animal is wrong or
unethical. But more on that later. For the
most part, mechanical means are used to
keep waliting transplant patients alive.
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Can you think of any other possibilities that
might work? Some of the Ideas that you can think of might not now be technologically possible
but may work very well in the future.

The Heart-Lung Machine

Keeping patients alive mechanically is not new. However, prior to the 1950's, any nperations
thatinvolved stopping the flow of blood tothe heart were simply not possible. During an opera-
tion, if the flow of blood to the heart is stopped, the surgeon has six minutes to get the blood
flowing again before the patient dies. Think about that for a moment. Do you think that six
minutes is enough time to complete most kinds of operations? Have you or anyone you know
ever had an operation? How long did it take? If surgeons were ever going to be able to keep
patients alive during operations, they needed to find a way to keep blood and oxygen flowing
through the patient's body while they were operating.

In 1935, Dr. .John Gibbons developed the first heart-lung machine. Gibbons' machine worked
so well that it kept a cat alive for 3 hours and 50 minutes. However, even though the machine
was capable of taking over the functions of the heartand lungs of a cat, it was incapable of per-
forming the samefunctions inahuman. Itwasn’t until 1953 thata machine capable of pumping
enough blood to keep a human alive was developed. This machine had to pump thirty times
more blood than the one used on the catin 1935.

The Artlficial Heart

The first operation in which an artificial heart was implanted into a human being took place in
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1982 at the University of Utah Medical Center in Salt ake City. In 1984, doctors at Humana
Heart Institute in Louisville, Kentucky, removed the diseased, dying heart from a 52-year-old
man and replaced it with an air-driven aluminum and plastic heart. The machines used were
very large and seversly restricted the patient’s ability te get around or to try to lead anything
resembling a normal life. However, they did keep the patient alive.

The latest version of the mechanical heart can be hooked up to a 12- pound portable power
pack about the size of a camera bag for up to three hours a day. This battery pack can be worn
over the shoulder and can temporarily replace a refrigerator-sized, 323-pound, $40,000 air
compressor. This new device enables the patient to move about quite freely and easily.

Advancesin artifical heart technology are occurring very rapidly and, it seems, are limited only
by the lack of research funds.

The ultimate artificial heart model will probably feature a miniaturized drive system permanan-
tly installed inside the chest alongside the heart. The heart will get its power from a battery
pack which will probably beworn around the waist. With this device the patient will probably be
able to live a normal life.

There are currently 2 artificial hearts approved for use with humans by the United States Food
and Drug Administration, the “Jarvik 7" heart and the “Penn State Heart". The Jarvik 7 is
approved for permanant use while the Penn State heart is approved only for emergency
situations or until a suitable human heart replacement can be found.

According to William Pierce, chief of the artificial organ division of the Hershey (Pennsylvania)
Medical Center, nearly two-thirds of human heart transplant recipients now survive the first
year after surgery. Thesurvivalrate for 5 or moreyearsis about 50%. The current artificial heart
can't improve uponthatrecord. However, if a patientisveryll, the artificial heart can serve as a
short-term bridge until a donor heart cai be located.

Serlous consideration Is being given to the possibility of using the artificial heart in place of a
human heart in some cases. Some even think that the artificial heart might eventually replace
thehuman heartas thetreatment of choice for certainindividuals. According . » Pierce, “That'll
be an interesting competition. What we're going to have is a period of time when heart trans-
plants will be used for patients under 55, and those older than that will get motor.zed hearts.
Thenwe'llbeginto seeif the agefor transplants can'tbeincreased, or if the age of a candidate
for a mechanical heart might be moved up. There'll be a choics.” (Scignre News5, 1 De-
cember 1984).

In March of 1985 quite a furor was created at the Uniwversity of Aiizona Hospital in Tucson. A
team of dectors implanted an unapproved device — “Phoenix Heart” — into a 33-year-old
mechanic. The heart, developed by a dental surgeon, Kevin Chang of St. Lukes Hospital in
Phoenix, sustained the life of the patient for 11 hours until a donor heart was located and
transplanted. The Arizona team’s decision to use the unapproved Phoenix heart rather than
the approved Jarvik 7 heart led some medical ethicists to question the operating team's deci-
sion. The Arizona team stated that it tried to get a Jarvik 7 heart, but the Phoenix heart arrived
about three hours earlier and was used because “something had to be done".

Bruce Jennings, associate for policy studies at the Hastings Center, a medical ethics institute,
maintained that “if the Arizona group was motivated to save the patient's life, there’s no jus-
tification for using a device that’s untested if they can get their hands ona better device.” The
Arizonagroup wasalsocriticizedfor performing the operationatthe University of Arizona Hos-
pital since neither the physicians nor their hospital were approved to perform such operations
by the U.S. Federal Drug Administration.
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Who do you think was corrsct, the surgical team or Bruce Jennings? Way?

Should the surgical team have waited for the approved Jarvik 7 heart? Why or why not?
Do you think that more information is needed to answer these questions better?
What additional kinds of information about this case do you think would be helpful?

What do you think the patient would have wantod the surgical team to do?
The patient's family?

Animal to Human Transplarts

Amajorcontroversy was created in 1985 when ateam of researchers transplanted the hea:t of
a healthy baboon into a two-week-old baby girl. The operation, which took place at the Loma
Linda (California) University Medical Center, drew praise from some, skepticism from others,
and criticism from still others.

This, however, wasn't the: first cross species transnlant. Other atten.pts to transplant organs
from animals into humans occurred during the 1960's and 197('s. The major differences be-
tween previous cross-species transplant attempts and this one were the extreme youth of the
patient, her refatively unde.developed immune system; and the availability of a new powerful
drug (Cyclosporine) to fight rejection of tne heart. Leonard Bailey, Chief Surgeon for this
operation, felt that these three factors would significantly improve the infant's chances for
survival.

His position was supported by others, such as Mark A. Handym, director of w.ansplantation at
Columbia University Presbyterian Hospital in New York. Handym agreed w.th sceptics that
transplanting a baboon heart into a human may be more difficult than transplanting a human
heart into a person, because a human being's immune system would more severely reject a
baboonheartthanitwould ahuman heart. However, Handym pointed out that the last time any-
one attempted to transplant a baboon or chimpanzee heart into a human being was in the
1960's. Since then, he argued, many new advar.zes in organ transplantation technology had
occurred and, in his judgment, thic infant might stand a much greater chance for survival.
(Science News, March 16, 1985).

The facts were that most patients transplanted with chimpanzee or baboon hearis had died
within hours.The longest reported instance of survival was only 3 1/2 days. However, attempts
at kidney transplants with donor organs from non-human primates were far more successful.
New patients were given chimpanzee kidneys at Columbia University in 1963. At that time, lit-
tle was known about tissue typing and immunosuppression research \.as in its very earliest
stages. Despite that, several of the chimpanzee kidneys worked well for several months. One
pr .lentlivedforninre monthsanddied of an unrelated pneumonia problem. His kidney w... fully
f actioning when he died.

As success rates using transplanted organs from human cadavers increased, fewer research
ers and hospitals pursued cross-specles transplantation. Presently, the main efforts focus on
transplanting human organs, from live donors, as in the case of kidneys, or organs from human
cadavers. However, perhapsunder the right circumstances and with the right types of organs,
transplantation of animal organs into humans is practical.

On one hand, the Loma Linda baby probably could not have survived without a transplant, on
the other hand, questions other than organ rejection were raised by this attempt. These ques-
tions include effects of Cyclosporine on immature blood systems, whether an animal’s heart
can grow to sustain an adult human; and whether accurate tissue typing for non-human
primates can be developed (Science News, Vol. 126). -
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Do you think organs should be transplanted from animals into humans?

If you needed a heart transpiant, would you allow a chimpanzee heart
to be transplanted into your body?

ifthe patient needing a transplant was a family member, would it
make a difference?

Organ Rejection

Rejection is not just 2 problem when attempting to transplant animal organs into humans.
Immune reactions and rejections are also major problems preventing successful transplan-
tations of organsfrom one humanto another. Some of the earliestwork inthe area of transplant
rejection was done by Dr. Emile in the 1940’s and 1950’s. Then in the mid-1950’s, Dr. Peter
Medawar andateam of researchers in England discovered that an animalreacts to a skin graft
from another animal just as it does to viruses or bacteria. They found that the graft carries ares-
ponse or reaction in the cells. The individual receiving the transplant or graft (host organism)
then puts out other proteins called antibodies! which, with the help of another substance
called the “complement”, destroy the antigens? of the organ that was transplanted.

Drs. Jack Cannon and William L.ongmere of the University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)
and Sir Macfarlane Burnet of Australia found that the body produced chemicals that react
against materials that are foreign to it. In later experiments with baby chicks, these research-
ers found that if the chicks were very young, they were more likely to tolerate the presence of
foreign material. For axample, when pieces of skin from a different animal were grafted to
newly hatched chicks, most grafts“took”. However, after 14 days, the chicks,immune systems
developed and none of the grafts “took”. Then Drs. Medawar, Bellingham, and Burnet dis-
covered that human babies and fetuses reacted in a similar way to the introduction of foreign
substances into their bodies. They found, for example, that if a human fetus was injected with
donor celis before birth, skin grafts attempted after birth were very successful. The younger
the transplant recipient, the greater the chances for a successful transplant, because infant
immune systems are not well enough developed to pose difficult rejection problems. Adults,
with fully developed and funciioning immune systems, present the greatest rejection prob-
lems.

Think back to the case involving the transplanting of a baboon heart into the two-week-old
babygirl at Loma Linda Hospital. Do you now seewhy Dr. Bailey was so optimistic thatthe baby
had a good chance of surviving with a baboon heart? Why? Dr. Medawar’s work, which was
published in 1953, confirmed that transplantation would be successfui only if the antigens in
the recipient, or if the recipient’s rejection mechanism, could be weakened or immobilized.

One way, then, of improving the chances for organ transplantation is by performing the trans-
plant using an organ that is genetically identical to the one being replaced, a graft from one
identical twin to another. Skin grafts, for example, can be performed successfully between
twins. Like skin, an individual can usually spare a kidney or even a lung tohelp an ailing twin. In
1954 the staff at Peter Bent Brigham Hospital successfully transplanted one kidney from an
individual to his identical twin brother. Kidney transplant operations between identical twins
have typically been highly succescful. In recent years the two-year survival rate with this type
of operation has been 100 %. However, rejection still occurs even between identical twins and
requires the supression of the host's immune system.

1Antibody — Any of the varlous proteins in the blood that are generated in reaction to

foreign substances, neutralizes them, and then produce immunity against certain mic-
roorganisms or their toxins (poisons).
2

Antigen — Any substance that, when introduced into the body, stimulates the production
of antibodies.
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Thefirst method toreduce the impact of the body’s naturalimmune responseswas whole body
irradiation or subjecting the entire body to x-rays. This method proved to be too dangerous,
both in tests with animals and later in tests with humans. Too low a dose of X-rays meant the
graft would not survive; too high a dose meant the patient could not produce enough anti-
bodies tofight other infections. The antibody resoonse, it seems, could be suppressed only at
great risk to the patient (e.g., “the graft lived but the patient died”).

Most recently, a variety of immunosuppressives (drugs that tend to reduce or block the antigen-
antibody reaction) have been developed. Since immunosuppressives are still in their infancy,
many questions concerning their proper use and even how they work, remain. The availability
of Immunosuppressive drugs has dramatically increased the use of cadaver organs.Cadavers
now account for more than 70 percent of all transplanted kidneys, even though this technique
is less successful than using closely related donors. Of course, the advances in immunosup-
pressive drug det'elopment, which have been so useful in cadaver transplants, have also
improved related donor results by reducing the body’s rejection reaction.

With increased knowledge of molecular biology, “tissue typing” has played an increasingly
important role in organ transplantation. Dr. Paul Terasaki of UCLA has developed an automated,
routine method of typing cells using only very small samples of white blood cells. The system s
very similar to the ABO system for typing blood but it is much more complex. Yet, much more
needs to be learned. Present measures are not really adequate to assure that well-matched
organs will “take” even when employed in conjunction with immunosuppressive drugs.

Survival Rates

Survival rates for people receiving organ transplants are improving rapidly. Paul Terasaki
reportedthat one-year survivalratesforpatients receiving kidneys from relatives is 97 percent
today compared to 90 % 10 years ago. Thomas Starzi, a liver transplant pioneer at the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, reported that the one-year survival rate for patients getting liver transplants
between 1980 and 1982 was 72 %, compared to 33 % for patients between 1963 and 1979.
Survivalforlung transplants is also up. According to Norman Shumway at Stanford University.
of the 39 lung transplants reported in the past, only 2 survived longer than two months. Of the
more recent lung transplants, seven patients lived from two months to two years.

There are several reasons for the increase in survivor rates for various types of organ trans-
plants:

Since 1981, Norman Shumway at Stanford University has used a heart-bilateral lung
transplant technique instead of a single lung transplant method. The combination method
provides blood vessel connections that are more likeiy to heal than does the single
method.

Thomas Starzi (University of Pittsburgh) uses a blood bypass technique in making liver
transplants a much less treacherous operation. During transplantation, one of the large
veins returning blood from the body to the heart must be temporarily blocked, possibly
endangering the patient's life (remember Dr. Gibbons’ important invention). The new
bypass technique compensates for the temporary blockage by routing blood from the
obstructed vein externally to the upper half of the bedy.

Arecentcheance discovery showed that if kidney transplant patients receive blood trans-
fusions before transplantation, theirimmune systems are less likely to reject organs. This
allows doctors to give patients lower doses of cortico steroids and other immunasup-
pressive drugs and still prevent organ rejecticn. No one really knows why blood trans-
fusions tend to have this effect.

The use of the revolutionary new drug (Cyclosporine) by heart transplant patients has
reduced both post-cperation infection and organ rejection. Eiyhty percent of the heart
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transplant patients who received cyclosporine are alive two years later whereas only 58
percent of those receiving conventional drugs live more than two years.

Why Cyclosporine is so superior to other drugs is not entireiy known. Probably it is better at
preventing the immune system froin rejecting the foreign organs while still allowing it to fight
infectious organisms and cancsr. Simply, Cyclosporine probably dampens only certain fighters

in the body’s immune system but not all of them. Since Cyclosporine still impairs to some
degree the immune system’s ability to fight infectious organisms and cancer, it is still not the
final answer to transplant rejection. Many feel that other more improved immunosuppressive
methods will be developed that promise even greater longevity to persons getting transplants
within the next decade or so.

Patient Selection

Because there are somany people waiting for organ transplants and so few organs available, a
national organ system was organized to help match organ donors and recipients. When can-
didatesfororgantransplants areidentified, all significantinformation regarding that individual
(e.g, tissue type, age, blood type, etc) is placed on a computer system. Similarly, whenever
organs become available, all significant information regarding that organ is also entered. The
computer then matches organs tothose who need them. In addition to the hational organ sys-
tem, regional organ systems have been establishedin several areas across the country. Two of
the largest ones are in New York City and in Los Angeles.

Ordinarily, if an individual is in need
of a heart transplant, that person’s
physician contacts the national
organ system, usually by first going
through the regional system. All
necessary information regarding
the patient is put into the com-
puter. If a match or a reasonably
close match is madeand if noone
else is waiting for that organ, then
the patient has areasonably good
chance of getting the organ. If
there is no organ available, the in-
dividualisthen placed onawaiting
list for the next available organ.

5 / As soon as ah organ is made avail-
able, the computer syste:n is activated. If it's a heart, for example, the computer matches the
data onthe heartwithithat ofalithe patientswaiting fora heart. It the heart can be usedfor more
than one waiting patient, the one next in line is considered first. This does not mean that the
next in line will automatically get the organ, however.

After a patient or patients are matched adequately with an available organ, a selection team
from the hospital convenes to review all the available information about the case. Once the
selection team makes the final decision, the patient and the heart are transported to the
operating hospital. From start to finish, more than 100 people are typically involved in a
heart transplant.

In recent years, this last step, the final patient selection procese, has come under severe
criticism from various sources.
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The major controversy regarding patient selection focuses on the following issues:

— Who should serve on the selection team? Should it consist of ph rsicians only or should
others be involved, such as nurses, clergy, business people, and so on?

— Whatcriteria could be used in selecting patients? Should decisions be made only on the
basis of medical facts, such as tissue match, chances of success, etc.? Or should non-
meoicalfactors alsobe considered. Non-medical or social factors might include ability to
pay for the treatment or ability of the family to provide the necessary post-operative treat-
ment and care.

— Should donors be allowed to designate their organs for specific recipients?

In addition, questions have been raised about the adequacy of nationai crgan systems. Even
though the national organ system was set up largely to ensure that organs were fairly and
equitably distributed among those needing them, the system seems to be easily circumven-
ted. For example, people have used media appeals to successfully “get around the system”.
More and more people are beginning to feel that, asone sociologist put it, “the family that com-
mands the media commands the heart.”
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Who Gets the Heart?

- A Case Study -

Baby Jesse was born with hypoplastic left heart syndrome, a congenital defect that is usually
fatal. Simply, Baby Jesse was born with only half a heart!

The parents of the baby asked to have their son put on the list for a heart transplant at Loma
Linda University Medical Center. Loma Linda is one of only two hospitals in the world that has
done baby-to-baby transplants.

Thz infant's case was quickly brought before the hospital's 20-memk sr screening committee
that reviews transplant candidates. The committee is headed by Dr. Leonard Bailey, a heart
transplant surgeon at Loma Linda. Dr. Bailey had previously made newspapeér headlines in
1984 when he transplanted the heart of a baboon inte an infant known as Baby Fae.

Since there are so few infant hearts available, doctors tend to favor transplants for those who
seem to have the best chance of surviving. While most doctors want to save these very rare
hearts for the healthiest babies, they also have other criteriafor determining which babies are
selected for transplants.

Baby Jesse was turned down for the heart
transplant. His parents felt they were rejec-
= ted because his mother was only 17 years
old and because they were not married.
= Jesse's father was 26 years old. The hospital
argued that Baby Jesse was turned down
because the selection committee feared that
| the couple could not provide adequate care
= | = = for Baby Jesse after his operation. Post-op-
L / erative care is crucial to recovery. Dr. Gerald
2 Bailey said, “It's not good enough to go off in
a corner, take a valium and hope it all goes
away.” The possikility that the heart can be
rejected is constant and requires much par-
ental attention. “The family has to be very
= dependable,” he added. Several members of
the transplantation committee were repor-
A< ted to have said privately, however, that
~ Jesse's parents were turned down because

) his mother had a substance abuse problem.

In the meantime, the parents, with assis-

tance from the National Right tc Life Com-
mittee, appeared on a popular nationaliy broadcast television program to make a public plea
foraheart. While on the air a telephone call came into the studio with the news that a couple in
Michigan was donating a heart to Baby Jesse. The couple donating the heart of their brain-
dead son, Baby Frank, was at first reluctant to agree to a heart donation. However, they finally
agreed to donate the heart to Jesse after learning that their son and Jesse were born on the
samedayandthat both couples were unmarried. In responseto the offerof a heart, the hospitai
agreed to perform the operation only after the couple agreed to turn over custody of Baby
Jesse to his paternal grandparents. The transplant was completed and Baby Jesse continued
to show improvement. A nappy, almost fairy-tale like ending to the Baby Jesse case - right?
Wrong!
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At this point in the Baby Jesse case, two important issues were brought out:
(1) Should a hospital be permitted to use social factors to reject a child in need of a heart?

Initially baby Jessewas turned down for non-medical reasons. The guidelines utilized by L oma
Linda included the ability of the parents to understand and follow a complex treatment pro-
gram after the transplant had been performed. In addition, the guidelines also disallowed
transplants to infants whose parent(s) had a history of drug or alcohol abuse, or of mental
fiiness.

(2) Has the communications media become an important participant in determining who
gets an organ transplant?

Isittrue, as one social scientist said, that “the family who commands the media commands the
heart?” Some argue that Loma Linda Hospital gave in to media pressure.

How would you feel after giving up one of your kidneys if a national agency said, “No, you
can’t give your kidney to your relative, he is not next in line. Someone else who is waiting
longer is going to get your kidney.” |s that fair? Why or why not?

Questions similar to these were asked of several individuals by USA Today (16 Jurie 1986, p.
8A). Here are some of the replies.

i'sthe doctor’s duty to helg. . . What if an orphan with a heart defect was found on the hospital steps’ Should we let 1t
die because we cannot find its parents?. . . If we start rejecting children for operations because their parents aren't
married, who will be next? Will we let the poor babies die? Or the brown babies?

Editorial

USA Today

Allthe parents of the baby had to do was to raise the charge of discrimination because they were unmarried parents, and
Loma Linda szt a new speed record for reversing its position. . .

Having been so badly burned earlier this decade by the chimpanzee heart transplant incident, Lc ma Linda apparently
intends never again to annoy anybody. . .

Remember, a heart transplant recipient has to take Cy<losporine daily and must be watched to see if the process of rejec-
tion has begun. Meanwhile, the number of baby hearts available is far Jess than the demand, and if Baby Jesse gets une,
then some baby who has a far more adequate family support mechanism will be sentenced to death . . .

What appalls me mostisthe selfishness, thoughtle ssness, and immaturity of the parents. We would have thought that, at
the least, they would have offered to get married . ..

I¢'sinevitable that some baties will die. .. I's not need or suitability that determines who gets a heart transp lant. What 1s
often decisive is the success of a particular parent in getting access to newspapers or television. . . It's a scandal of which
we should all be ashamed.

- Henry Schwartz

Columbia University

College of Physicians and Surgeons.

“We live ina society that doesn’t respect life. . .Baby Jesse is no differerit now than he was 3 months ago in his mother's
womb. Fe had aright to life then; he hasa right to life now. . . Treatmen: decisions based on family circumstances rater
than on medical criteria, or on social criteria point systems are a reflection of what the medical community hears from
society. .. Too many people are saying by their actions that life is cheap. We cannot tolerate the attitude that one life 1s
less valua ‘le than another.”

- Susan Carpenter McMillan

National Right to Life Committee.
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“Baby Jesse illustrates the ethical problems brought by the new world of high tech medicine. Society is no longer willing
to leave such decisions to doctors. That’s good because advanced modern medicine has outstripped doctors’ ability to
decide when to apply what new technology. For too long, doctors have automatically ruled the world of medicine. This
hasled usdown a dangerous path. .. Doctors make life and deathdecisions every day. It's not fair or wise to require them
to make ethical decisions as well...we all need to get involved. . .”

Steven Findley

USA Today

“The parents must be capable of carrying out the complex medical care required for the rest of e baby’s life.”
- Loma Linda Hospital.

“We don't feel that our marital status and my age reflect on the baby’s health. . . we could give him all the care in the
wotld and let him live his life and survive.”

- Deana Brinkley, 17,

Jesse's Mother

“I can understand wanting to maximize as completely as possible the chances of success, and famuly stability and other
factors play a role.”

- Albert Jonson

Medical Ethics Expert

What do you think? University of California.

The Baby Jessecasedidn’tend there. It seemsthat another infant, Baby Calvin,was nextinline
on the national organs procurement list to receive a heart. It also seems that Baby Calvin was
bypassed by accident, hut thatwasn’t the only problem. Officials at the organ transg.ant agen-
cies around the country were furinus that the parents of brain dead Baby Frank donated his
heart specifically for Baby Jesse.

Doctors at the Loma Linda Hospital said that they originally went through the nati >nal organ
agency to find a heart for Jesse. It was their opinion that the donor system was circu.avented
when the Michigan famiiy named Jesse as the heart recipient. However, a hospital spokes-
man in Michigan commented that the confusion was due to a miscommunication problen:.

When it was learned that Baby Calvin was bypassed for a heart transplant, his surgeor turned
to the news media for help. Guess what happened? A heart was almost immediately found for
Baby Calvin, too!

This series of svents prompted Senator Albert Gore Jr. of Tennessee to comment. “Whatdowe
tell families such as these? That they have to go on (.zlevision)? Is this the best we can ¢0?”
(N.Y. Times, 15 June 1986). It seems that once again the organ procurement system broke
down.

in additionto the impact of the mediain getting the quick action thatwas discussed previously,
these new events raised another question: Should organ donors be allowed to circumvent the
national network system by designating their organ donations for specific recipients?

What do you think? Why?

What are the positives and negatives of allow!ng such things to occur?

Could certain segments of soclety be denied their “equal rights” if the desiynation of
recipients by donors was to occur?

Which is fairer, a systemin which the firstin line gets the organ or a system which allows a
donor to designate an organ for a specific individual? Why?

What if a close relative needed a kidney transplant and you were sked to give up one of
yours (you can live with only one kidneyj. Would you do it? Why?
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The Baby Jane Case
- Activity -

You are amember of acommittee that was set up to decide whether Baby Jane shouldbe given
a heart transplai:t. Baby Jane's father is a high school student and her mother is mentally
retarded.

During aninterview, the baby’s father said he loves Baby Jane and is willing to quit school and
togetajob to support her. Heis not, however, willing tomarry the mother of the baby. Insofaras
Baby Jane isconcerned, it's too early to determine if she, too, will be retarded like her mother.
That is a possibility, however. At this time, it appears that the baby’s only problem is her
heart.

Medically the doctors feel that Baby Jane is a good candidate for a transplant. They caution,
however, that post-operative care will be extensive and expensive. As long as the infant lives
she will require constant care and supervision.

Questions for Discussion

Should Baby Jane be given the heart transplant? Why or why not?

Does it matterthat Baby Jare's motheris retarded and that her father is a high school stu-
dent? Why?

What should be the most important reason for you to consider in making your decision?
Why?

Should social faciors be consideredin making judgments about whether someone should
receive an organ transplant? Why?

¢ Would it matter if the person needing the heart transplant was an adult? Why? Should
- social factors be considared in the case of adults? Why?

Do you think you have enough information about the case to make the best judgment
possible? Why? If not, what other kinds of information about the case do you think you
would need? Why?

Would it matter if Baby Jane's parents were a well-to-do, happily married middle-aged cou-
ple? Why?

Is it right to save some lives and let others die? Always? Why? How do you choose who
should live and who should be allowed to die?
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Guidelines for Organ Transplantation Patient Selection
— Activity —

During the preceding discussions and activities, you encountered situations created by new
scientific knowledge and technological developments. In some cases, these situations have
caused much public discord because society has not had previous experience in dealing with
such problems. To put it simply, organ transplantation was not a problem in the past because
we didn't have the capability of performing such operations successfully (unless, of course,
you were Count Frankenstein). Another reason is because there are no universally agreed
upon standards or regulations to guide these types of activities.

Inthis activity you will have an opportunity to offer some of your ideas by developing a set of
guidelines for crgan transplantations. You chould prepare a set of guidelines to cover such
issues as the following:

— How should patients be selected for organ tranplantations?

— Who should be involved in the selection process (e.g., physicians, nurses, clergy, etc.)?
—  What specific criteria should be used for selecting patients?

— Should oniy medical factors be considered? What medical factors?

— Should social factors (non-medical) be considered? Which social factors? Why are they
important?

— Should donors be allowed to designate their organs for specific acipients? Why?

— Ona national scale, how should it be determined which hospitals get which organs? Who
should decide?

— Isanational organ system ne ~essary? How should it be organized? Should there be any
provisions for circumventing the system? For what reasons?

There are several other factors that should be included. What are they? If you have trouble
thinking of additional topics/issues to include, perhaps your teacher might be willing to offer
some suggestions. Remember, try to make the guidelines as complete and all-inclusive as
possible.

The guidelines should consider the issue or problem from different perspectives such as hos-
pital policy, government regulations, citizen organizations (such as Right to Life), an organiza-
tion of physicians and/or surgeons, and so on.

The guidelines need not be elaborate; they can simply be a series of short statements. They
should, however, indicate that you have given some thought to the topic and have considered
how the guidelines affect the people involved, the progress of medical knowledge, and society
atlarge. Will your guidelines protect the rights of the individuals involved as well as the generai
public? Will your guidelines treat everyone fairly?
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Transportation
— A Reading —

Some of the most exciting advances in science and technology over the past hundred years
have come in the area of transportation. Many of the tales told by science fiction writers such
as Jules Verne in the 1800's, are now everyday occurrences. We can jet across continents in
justafewhours, stay submergedinthe depths of the ocean, or explore spacefor manydaysat a
time. Our world has changed in many ways with the rapid developments in transportation. The
man-made landscape we inhabit has heen shaped by our various forms of transportation. Qur
daily lives have been dramatically affected by our mobility - moving people and goods quickly,
efficiently, and economically. From a once rural agrarian society, we are now essentially a cos-
mopolitan, urban population. Modern travel has opened opportunities and new horizons for
you that your grandparents never imagined.

Modern vehicles pro-

vide a wide range of

choicesfor movingyou

where you want to go.
@m Additionally, they de-

liver nearly all the food
—— : you eat, clothing you
wear, and necessities
: : you use in your daily
o8 7,y - lives.

/\ ' A4 The transportational

%\\ o2% An ;2:?' modes of today offer

é\\\- (lv9) | speed, luxury, and con-

%9\ I3 venience to meet so-

== 0 \J ciety’s many demands.

e, 0 0 H 5 Automobiles, buses,

and trucks maneuver

through streets and

highways moving peo-

ple and products. Ships

and tankers channel

through oceans and along lakes and rivers delivering their supplies. Trains crisscross the

country carrying passengeis, mail, and various products, such as coal, cattle, and food. Pipe-
lines transport petroleum and na‘ural gas hundreds of miles throughout the country.

The development of our modern society in the United States is based to a large degree on
advancesin transportation. For example,when the transcontinentalirailroad was completedin
the 1860's, the states were effectively linked together as a single country. Until then, it took six
months to sail from New Yorh to San Francisco. The development of rapid forms of transporta-
tion has made possible the growth of large cities and suburbs. Without our modern network of
transportation systems, our society might have to return to a more agrarian way of life and be
limited to the particular food one could grow in the area where one lives.

The new developments and benefits of modern transportation, however, do not come easily.
They come with a new and different set of issues. Land, sea, and air transportation each have
different problems and create new types of conflicts. Automobile exhaust fumes are the majo.
contributors to air pollution. The quality of our environment is threatened by oil spills, waste
from chemicalsthat are used in the manufacture and upkeep of our vehicles; ro.d de-icer salts
thatcontaminate farmlands and water supplies; and off-road vehicles that trample fragile plant
and animal communities. These are just a few of the threats to our environment caused by
transportation developments. What others can you think of?
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While we cannot turn back to the horse and buggy days, we do need to examine the conse-
quences of our modern mobility and try to avert serious harm in the future. The issues sur-
rounding transportation are many. The daily newspaper reveais numerous news items related
to transportation concerns, problems, and controversies.

What are some recent transportational issues you can recall from the news media?

How would your life be changed if you did not have the transportational systems that are
presently available?

How would your future plans change if these systems were gone?

Could we ever go back, atleast partially, to the “good old days”ofthe horse aad buggy era?
How? Should we?

How have ourlandscapes changed over the years due to advancein transportation? Were
the changes good? Why?

Is moving quickly and efficiently always better? When iz it not better? Why:

Land transportation is the most common form of travel. Included in this mode are such
machines as automobiles, trucks, buses, trains, mctorcycles, and other types of wheeled car-
riers that traverse our streets and rails.

Progress in science and technology has led to new, improved forms of travel cince the inven-
tion of the wheel. With new inventions have come new types of problems. Hundreds of years
ago, land travel was very slow and laborious. It used to take weeks to travel the same distances
we travel in just a few hours today. However, in those days, carbon monoxide was a term not
used in the normal vocabulary. In the days before the automobile, air was fresh, clean, and free
from health hazards. Today our air is not as clean, but we have the convenience and luxury of
visiting and traveling to any part of the country by just the turn of the ignition key.

Oursociety today is so mobile that people can work great distances from theirhomes with little
difficulty, arriving at work daily and on time (usually). Extensive networks of roads and highways
link many rural and, at one time, isolated areas to cities and centers of trade and industry.

How much of this great mobility is necessary?

Is it worth the hazards to ourselves and the environment?

Will we run out of fuel to run our cars?

Should government exert more control on the use and production of cars?

What effects does the auto have on the life-style of the people in the United States?

The automobile is considered the favorite form of travel by Americans. Unfortunately, auto-
mobiles are also the leading cause of air pollution, using over 100 billion gallons of gasoline a
year and spewing approximately 200 million tons of pollutants into the air. It is estimated that
cars produce approximately 80% of the air pollution in the United States. Some physicians
claim that breathing the air in New York City for one day is as harmful as smoking two packs of
cigarettes. Every day air bacomes less fit to breathe, traffic jams become worse, excessive
noise fromroadways becomes away of life, and gasoline prices and cunsumption are always a
concern. However, automobiles have become a necessity for most people.
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What would your life be like without the famlly car(s)?

What are some possible solutions to the problems men-
tloned previously (pollution, traffic congestion, noise,
gas consumption)?

Should government put more controls on the produc-
tion and use of automoblles? If so, wha!?

Watertransportation includes a variety of seaworthy vessels
and ths waterways in which they travel.

Water crafts come in all sizes, from huge luxury ocean liners
to small, two-oar rowboats. Each type is designed for dif-
ferent purposes. While some carry cargo, others carry pas-
sengers. Some are sea-goingfactories, such as fishing boats
where fish are cleaned, cut up, packaged and frozen. Others
are used purely for sport.

Many boats and ships are engine powered and thus burn
fossil fuels. Moreover, a significant portion ofthem are pleasure
crafts. Modern luxury ocean liners consume enormous a-
mounts of fueltotakevacationersonlongcruises. Addtothis
amount of fuel the millions of gallons of fuel used by the smail
craft owners boating across our oceans, rivers, and lakes, and one can begin tounderstand the
vast amounts of fuel being usad for pleasure boating ir. the United States. Many of the issues
arising from twati~g deal with the question of fuel usac 3,

Glven our current energy needs, can our country continue its presentlarge fuel consump-
tlon for pleasure boating?

Should there be a limit to the amount of fuel one can use?.
Should fuel be used only for necessary travel?

The answers to these questions and questions similar to these are not easy. The question of
how to use fuel most beneficially is a modern social problem. One fact is certain, the United
States depends on large quantities of fuel to satisfy its energy appetite, and this fuel comes
from oil. The United States is dependent onimport oil from foreign countries. Unless the United
States changes its habits, it will never be able to meet all its oil needs by depending onits own
wells. We mustrely onimporting the additional amount of oil from foreign nations. Importing o:l
also presents anothertype of problem--thetransportation of the oil. The current and most pop-
ularway isusing the supertanker or VLCC (very large crude carriers). These tankers carry hun-
dreds of thousands of tons of needed oil across the ocean. Because of their enormous capaci‘y,
these ships aretruly sophisticated feats of engineering. The largerthe ship,the bigger the p: >-
fitper voyage. While these ships are remarkable, they have introduced a new threat toboth the
ocean environment and to people.

Many people feelthatitis onlyamatter of time before one of these supurtankersgoes aground
inastorm, pollutes miles and miles of United States coastline with escap:ng oil, kills marine Iife,
and ruins harbors indefinitely. Another possibility is a repeat of what happened n Spain afew
years ago. A supership caught fire while at sea. Its oil burned with such ferocity that its heat
caused arainstormthat pelted a hugeinland areawith oily rain. Crops were ruined, catile killed,
people became ill, and millions of dollars worth of property became coated with oil.

Furtherdamageis also being done to oceans by accidental spills and deliberate du mpiny of oil
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by ships’ captains. As recently reported, a United States Agency estimates that deliberate
dumping totals approximately 1,720,000 tons a y<ar. A Swiss oceanographer says that the
total oil pollution of oceans is between 5 and 10 m:!lion tons a year. He further states that if it
doesn’t stop, sea life will end in 25 to 30 years.

What do you think some of the major concerns are in water transportation?
What are the dangers involved in shipping oil by supertankers?

What are some a.ternatives to shipping hundreds of thousands of tons of oil in these
supertankers?

What are the consequences to each alternative.
Are there ways we can reduce our oil consumption? How?

Airtransportation today offers travelers opportunities that were never before thought poss-
ible. Modern airplanas can carrv people and cargo thousands of miles in a few short hours.
Ccentrast this speed with that of early flight and one can easily recognize how advances in
science and technology have contributed to “shrinking” our world. Orville and Wilbur Wright
successfully achieved the first sustained flight in a power-driven aircraft on December 17,
1903. The flight lasted only 12 seacnds and the aircraft travelled a total of 120 feet. Air
transportation has come a long way in a short time.

We now have supersonic transports that break the sound barrier during routine commercial
flights. These advanced planes, however, come with their own set of concerns, including huge
fuel consumption, noise pollution, and possible damage to the ozone layer. A question com-
monly asked is how much faster do we really need to go? Another question currently on the
minds of many citizens in the world today is how much further do we want to go in air travel--
specifically, space exploration?

The space shuttla is one of the most recent and dramatic advances in transportation. The
space shuttle represents an attemnt to conquer the limits of space and to reap the benefits
that space has to offer. This type of transportation, which was a mere dream in the minds of
science fiction writers a few decades ago, is now a reality for our presentgeneration. Science
and technology have brought us into an era where space travel will take place alongside the
other more conventional modes of travel.

Many space enthusiasts feel that this shuttle could solve numerous earth-related problems
ranging from future energy sources to providing new places to live. Some feel that with the
shuttle we will be able to conduct avariety of scientific experiments not possible on earth. The
shuttle can launch and repair sa:ellites that are used for communications, surveying natural
resources and monitoring military activities. The possibility of space colonies, space industries
and harnessing solar energy to be beamed back to earth are all exciting and fascinating
ideas.

Theshuttle takes off like arocket. maneuversin earth's orbit like a spacecraft, and lands like an
airplane.|fwe are tosomeday build cities or coloniesin space, ashuttle-like vehicle will be vital
to accomplish this missicn.

Does any nation have the right to claim any portion of space to be used for building space
colonies, as wen as the space path for the shuttle? Why or why not?

Earthinhabitants have polluted, drained resources and irreparably damaged parts of ihe
earth. Should safeguards be taken to ensure this does not happen elsewhere in the
universe because of the space-shuttle system? If so, what should be done?
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The Space Shuttle
- A Case Study -

The mission is set for January 20, 1986. It must be cancelled, however, because one of the
three other space shuttles, Columbia, has run into delays with its mission. The new date for lif-
toffisJanuary 25, 1986. The date arrives and the crewis told of a dust storm that has developed
acros$ the' Atlantic Ocean at the emergency landing area in Senegal--another delay. The crew
has to wait twenty-four more hours. This time, rain and a cold front cancel the flight for January
26,0nJanuary 27, againtheastronauts are strapped into their seatsready to go. The countdown
reaches T minus nine minutes and holding. This hold lasts for three hours because a sticking
bolt cannot'be undone, The bolt is fixed. However, wind gusts up to 35 mph begin to sweep
across:th nedy Space Centér.and again:the mission is postponed.

S A s O ek n aTak .

Temperatures at the space center fell to an unseasonable 27 degrees the night of January
27th. January 28th is a clear, cold morning in Central Florida. NASA's engineers check the
icicles that have formed overnight. They feel the icicles pose no problem. The mission is set to
go. “Nine minutes and counting” is heard over the NASA public address system.

“T minus seven minutes and 30 seconds and still counting.”” The walkway it pulled from the shuttle. The
order is given to pilot Smith to prestart the auxiliary power units.

“T minus three minutes and 30 seconds.” The internal electrical power system of the shuttle is now
in operation.

“T minus ninety seconds and counting.” All systems are go.

Streams of gushing water flood the launch platform o muffle the roar of the liftoff and avoid
damaging the craft from the tremendous noise level.

“T minus 45 seconds and counting.”

“T minus 40 seconds and coanting” Computers take over the main engine firing system.




“Ten - Nine - Eight - Seven - Six...”

The gallery ot spactatc.s is staring, their eyes fixed on the huge, rust-colored cylinder that
overshadowstt.e sleek vehicle that will transport seven astronauts into space. American ships
have successfully ventured into space 55 times in 25 years. The gallery includes many of the
wives, husbands, and parents of the astronauts who eagerly sit atop the shuttle pad. Included
inthe gallery are the nine-year-old son and six-ye ar-old daughter of one of the astronauts. This
astronaut is really a teacher. She was selected as thefirst “citizen in space” participant. Eighteen
students from her son'’s third-grade class are there with him to watch the liftoff. All eyes are
glued to the shuttle.

“Five - Four - Three - Two - One - Liftoff?”

Thescenejustt cribed was relived over and overagain as millions of TV viewers watched in
horror as the sh ittle Challenger burst into an orange fireball after 73 seconds into flight on
January 28, 1986. People across the world searched for words to describe their disbelief and
sorrow over the tragedy that they witnessed. All seven astronauts perished.

Successful space voyages had become an event that most people just took for granted. NASA
(National Aeronautics and Space Administration) is considered a trusted and reliable organ-
ization. What happened? Why did this terrible tragedy take place? Could it have been av ded?

Many people worked on trying to answer these questions. A Presidential commission headed
by former Secretary of State, William Rogers, conducted an investigation. As reported in the
USA Today, June 10, 1986, the Rogers Commission reported the following findings and
recommendations:

The Findings

Cause Of The Accident: Failure in the joint between solid rocket booster segments, spec-
ifically destrustion of o-ring seals intended to prevent hot gases from leaking through.

— Evidenceindicatesthat no other shuttle elements orthe payload contributedto causes of
the leak. Sabotage was apparently not a factor.

— Launchtimetemperature was 36 degrees Fahrenheit, 15 degrees lowerthan the coldest
temperature for any previous launch.

— Awarm o-ring will extrude properly into the joint gap. A cold o-ring may not. It's probable
the ccld o-ring wouldn't seal in time to prevent joint failure from hot gas erosion.

onclusion: Seal failure between rocket booster segments was due to a faulty o-ring design
which was unacceptably sensitive to low temperatures and to other factors.

Contributing Cause: Decision to launch was flawed. Those who made the decision were
unaware of the recent history of o-ring and joint problems and rocketmaker Morton Thiokol's
initia! written recommendation against a launch at temperatures below 53 degrees. They
didn't know of the continuing opposition of Thiokol engineers when the company’s manage-
ment reversed its position and ok'd the launch. If the decision-makers had known all of the
facts, it's highly unlikely that they would have decided to go ahead with the launch.

Accident Rooted In History: The shuttle's booster problem beganwith the faulty jointdesign.
Problems increased as NASA and Thiokol failed to recognize what was happening and then
they failed to fix it. The final error was in treating the problem as an acceptable flight risk.

The Silent Safety Program: The commissionwas surprised torealize, after many hours of tes-
timony, that NASA's safety staff was never mentioned.
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— Organizational structures at Kennedy Space Center and Marshall Space Center have
placed safety, reliability, and quality assurance offices under the supervision of the very
organizations and activities whcse efforts they are to check.

— Asthe scheduled numbers of flights increased, Marshall’s safety, reliability, and quality
assurance workforce declined. This adversely affected safety.

Pressures on the System: When NASA began accelerating the shuttle launch schecdle in
1982, it hadn't provided adequate resources to support such a schedule,

—~- Capabilities of the system were stretched to the limit to support winter 1985-1986’s
flight rate.

— Sparepartswerein critically short supply, and lack of spare parts would likely have limited
1986 flights.

Ascent: A Critical Phase: Challenger’'s flight dramatically illustrated the dangers of the first
stage of a shuttle ascent.

— Theshuttle wasn't designed to survive failure of the solid rocket boosters. There’s noway
to separate an orbiter safely from thrusting boosters and no ability for the crew to escape
the vehicle during first-stage ascent.

Recommendations

The commission urged NASA’s administrator to submit, within one year, a report to the Presi-
dent on the progress made in adopting the commission’s recommendations.

Dasign: The faulty joint and seal must either be redesigned or replaced with a totally new
design.

Independent Oversight: The NASA administrator should request the National Research
Council to oversee and approve booster redesign.

Astronauts In Management: NASA should encourage qualified astronauts to enter manage-
ment positions. Astronauts should be involved in all future launch decisions.

Criticality Review And Hazard Analysis: To ensure safety, NASA and the main shuttle con-
tractors should review all potential safety pioblems and identify those that must be corrected
before flight. A National Research Council panel should verify the adequacy of the effort and
report directly to the NASA administrator.

Improved Communications:

— NASA should take energetic steps to eliminate Marshall Space Flight Center's tendency
to be isolated.

— A policy should be developed to determine when, if at all, a shuttle can be cleared for
launch when known problems exist.

Landing Safety:

— NASA must improve tires, brakes, and nosewheel steering of the shuttle.

— Thespecific conditions necessary for landings at Kennedy Space Center should be iden-
tified and tested.
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— During unpredictable weather at Kennedy, officials should plan on Edwards Air Force
Base landings.

Launch Abort and Crew Escape: NASA should try to provide a crew escape system for use
during controlled gliding flight and increase the range of flight conditions that would allow an
emergency runwzy landing if two or three main engines fail early in ascent.

Flight Rate: The USA's reliance on the shuttle as its principle launch vehicle created a relerit-
less pressure on NASA to increase the annual flight rate. Such situations should be avoided.

Concluding Thought: The commission urges that NASA continue to receive the support of
the administration and the nation. The agency constitutes a national resourcethat plays a criti-
calrole in space exploration and development. It also provides a symbol of national pride and
technological leadership.

The findings and recommendations presented in this report are intended to contribute to the
future NASA successes that the nation both expects and requires as the 21st century ap-
proaches,

What were some of the factors contributing to this disaster?

Should any one person be held responsible for this accident? Who? Why?

Do you think NASA was foregoing safety standards in crder to launch more shuttles?
What should NASA be required to do before resuming shuttle flights?

Does the United States government owe anything to the families of the dead astronauts?
What? Why?

Many people are starving and dying of many diseases in the world. Why should so many
billions of dollars be spent on this space shuttle? Why not use the money to help the poor,
or use it for research to cure diseases (such as cancer, children’s diseases, birth de-
fects)?

The United States government spends billions of taxpayers' dolla’s for space research
andto send space shuttlesinto orbit. Both rich and poor people contribute their tax money
to this exploration. However, when it comes time to use this space shuttle system, perhaps
only the rich will have the money or possible need to wse it. Is this fair to the poorer tax-
payer? Why? What could or should be done?

Great strides have been made in air transportation since the time of the Wright brothers.
These achievements can be attributed to our highly developed science and technology.
We now have a great mobility as a society. Compare this mobiiity to the adverse effects
brought upon our environment (such as resource depletion, pollution, increase in ac-
-idental deaths). Has it been worth it? Should limits be put on future development? Do we
need this great mobility? Why?
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Space Shuttie Discussion
— Activity —

Use the guidelines below to discuss the (ollowing question.

In view of the space shuttle tragedy, should the space shuttle program be allowed to
. continue?

— Theclasswillform two teams - one for continuing the shuttle program and one for ending
the shuttle program.

— The teams should b= seated facing one another.

— Arguments will be presented by a team member from one side then a team member from
‘ the otherside. Argumerits are presented alternately until all studerits have had an oppor-
3 tunity to speak.

— Each spsaker will be allowed one minute. (A person should be selected to be tiine-
kesaper.) :

— This debate should be a spontaneous activity. Teams should not prepare in advance but
try to develop the arguments as the debate progresses. Each student will need to listen
carefully to the arguments that are presented and introduce his/her own new ideas.

— Inthistype of debate the objectisto iry tothinkand organize ideas quickly. Itis almost like
“brain-storming” where someone presents an idea and hat idea leads to another idea.
Each debator can build his/har idea from the previous idea or present a totally different
idea.

— After all argument. have been presented, the class will then discuss some of the main

poirts that were brought out by 2ach side. What were the best arguments presented by
=2ach team?
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Transportation in The Future
- A Scenario Writing Exercise -

Overview

i, Ascenariois a short story oradescription of a possible event or action. It is a useful exercise to
: explore new or different ideas. In writing a scenario one takes an idea and follows where that
L idea might lead. It is like asking tne question, “What would happen if | did this?” One tries to
think of the many effects of acertain decision and the kinds of changes that might take place.
One type of change may c:ause other changes. When one starts thinking about the changes
that might occur, a new scene unfolds - a scenario story.
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Ascenariois morethanjustalist of changesor effects. Ittries totie inthe different and possible

5 kinds of changes and weave together a complete story. Many people develop scenarios to
help them make future decisions. With a scenario, one can begin to picture new or different
ideas more completely because many effects are being examined at one time.

i For example, if one wanted to establish a space
community, one would want to think about al! that
is required and plan to meet those needs. The
scenario’s description might include the number
and kinds of people living there, the work to be
done, kinds of food and housing, what people would
do forrecreation, and so on. One might decide that
all the work would be done by robots. What, then,
would the humans do? Would all the free time be
used for such activities as playing baseball, watch-
ing television, painting, composing music, hob-
bies? Will the people have enough to do to keep
them busy? Would they become bored and lazy?
Whatarethe advantages of usingrobots? What are
the disadvantages of using robots?

Cpvroony
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Here are some helpful questions to help gt1de you
in writing your ecenario?

— What are the main ideas of the situation?

— How well does the story hold together? Does
one idea relate to another to build a com-
plete story?

— Do you have any suggestions about how the different problems might be solved?

—  Are your arguments well presented? How might you mai-.. your ideas more believable?
Are they interesting to the reader?

From the following list of scenario themes, select one to develop into a two- or three-page
scenario. Put yourselfinto the future and try to imagine what could be. Your scenario should be
a complete story. You can make up characters and describe how they might act in that
situation.

i. New cities are de 2ioping all over the country. Greater care is being placed in the plan-
ning of transportation systems that will help reduce traffic congestion, noise, and air
pollution.

PRSI NAPAEEN

160

157




M S

TR

g s d e,

e

t s 8 A

(43

VARSI e e

PP are Sy

i
3
‘
;
NS
H

ERs
GTeA

FullText Provided by enic [l
. ey

RN TR I
T R X R PR

Imagine that you have been selected to prepare a transportation plan for the new city of
Metro. In preparing your plan, address the following tasks: a) Give a brief description of
the city; b) Develop a plan that is flexible in adjusting to future needs such as pcpulation
growth; c) Have your planaddress environmentalconcerns; d) Include an economical and
efficient mass transportation system in your plan; €) Have your plan address the city's
downtown traffic problems; and f) Have your plan discuss the primary forms of trans-
portation,

Aschief designer for a major auto maker, you have been asked to design acar for the year
2000. This car has to have features to please many divergent groups (e.g., consumers,
manufacturers, and environmentalists).

Write a scenario describing this type of vehicle of the future. It does not need to have all
thetechnical aspects, justthe pointsthatcould be appreciated by the average consumer.
Keeg thefollowing points in mind when writing your scenario: a) What do consumers want
inacarofthefuture?b) Ifthere isan oil shortage, how might this affect the car you design?
c) What safety devices might be included? d) Will manufacturers *ave to make drastic
changes in the way they produce cars? €) If you design a car that is not fueled by pet-
roleum products, what changes will result? What will happen to gasoline stations?

Imagine beingin the year 2500. You are living on a space colony. This space colony may
resemble some of those seen in space adventure movies on TV and in the movie theaters.
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Dexcribe the type of transportation that might be used on this ¢olony. Discuss the follow-
ing: a) personal transportation, b) mass transportation, ¢) inter-galactic travel and any
othertype of futuristictransportation vehicle or systems of transportation you can think of
for your story. include your ideas on the benefits and desirability of those forms of
travel,

Suppose that there is a sudden gasoline shortage because the oil-producing countries
cannotroduce enough oil to meetthe world demand. Our country’s gasoline supply has
been reduced by one-half. As the Secretary of Energy, develop a plan tc distribute the
limited supply of gasoline. Should the gasoline be rationed? How should the gas be
ratione4? Would this be fair to everyone? How might a traveling salesman be affected?
Should there be aban on using gasoline for recreation orvacation travel? How would our
systems for conveying people and goods be affected (trucks, airplanes, buses, etc.)?
Might it be necessary to limit the distance that we transport food and other items?

The President has asked you to develop an alterr. ative to the gas-powered automobile,
one that does not use any gasoline or very little gasoline. What type of vehicle might this
be? How will it be powered? How many passengers would it transport? Weould special
roads orrails be needed? Would it be difficult to convince people to use this vehicle? How
might you convince them?

Imagine that by the year 2000 people are earniny higher incomes and working shorter
hours. The widespread use oftelecommunications has made it possible for businessmen
to hold meetings with people in different places without leaving their offices. Cities have
increased in size (90% of the population lives in metrcpolitan areas) and are centers of
industry, business and entertainment. How might this situation affect air transportation?
Will there be differences in the number of short trips and long trips? Would the amount of
air travel decrease or increase? Who will be the major customers? Will airplanes be
designed to carry more passengers and fly over longer distances?

Inyour scenario describe some of the changes in air traval that you think might result. Do
you think air travel will decrease or increase? What other new developments need to
occur in order to bring about the change you predict?

Suppose that in the year 2020 mopeds became a major form of transportation. What
types of changes might have totakeplaceto allowfor large numbers of mopeds? Will they
simply replace autos on the roads or will special roads have to be built for mopeds? Shop-
ping centers today are designed around the automobile. If they were designed with the
mopedin mind, would they need tobe designed differently? Would the number of serious
accidents be increased or decreased? Would different types of safety regulaticns be
necessary?

Imagine thatin the year 2000 the number of automobiles has doubled, but no new major
highways have been built. Traffic congestion in the major metropolitan areas has reached
apointwhere workers driving towork often spend up to four hoursin theircarsjust tocom-
plete a30-mile round trip. As trafficcommissioner of alarge city, you are ass'gned the task
of developingaplantoreducethe massive congestion. What types of changes would your
plan recommend? How might you convince people to adopt the recommendations?
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Robotics
— A Reading —

P D W i e el SN
Job Openings

Industrial positions are now open for candidates with
the following qualifications:

Motion Range Maximum Speed

Body Sweep + continuous 50 per second
Shoulder Sweep 180 + 90 40 per second
Elbow Sweep 230 +90- 130 45 parsecond
Wrist Sweep -+ continuous 120 per second
Wrist Pitch 240 + 120 120 per second

The ideal candidates will also have the following qualities:
universal end-effectors, memory, pneumatic installation
kit, back-up battery, 5 independent axis computer-con-
i-ollers, and a dedicated safety computer. The job also
requires the ability to do monotonous tasks repeatedly
with detailed accuracy. The work environment involves
exposure to hazardous chemicals, radiation, extreme
noise levels, and temperatures beyond 150 degrees. No
vacation, holidays, sick days, lunch, or coffee breaks.
The work schedule includes three eight-hour shifts,
seven days a week.

We are an equal opportunity employer.
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Introduction

The preceding job description may seem a little odd, however, the future may bring just this
type of advertisement. Would you be interested in this position? Would you meet the quali-
fications? Can you understand the qualifications? Here is a brief description of the “ideal can-
didate” who got the job.

A programmable, muitifunctional manipulator designed to move materials, parts,
tools, or specialized devices through variable programmed motions in the perfor-
mance of avariety of tasks. This candidate can learn and remembertasks, respond to
its work environment, operate other machines, and communicate with plant person-
nelwhen malfunctions occur. It represents a new technology - one that is predicted
to reshape the way we think and work.

Obviously, a robot got the job.

By now, most people have either seen robots on TV and in the movies or read about them in
magazines or science fiction novels. However, mcst robots do not resemble the charming
characters depicted as R2D2 or C3PQ in the Star Wars movies. Rather, the majority of robots
appearing in many factories around the world today are basically mechanical arms.

There were approximately 200 robots in the world in 1970. Today, there are almost 6,000
robots in the United States and 17,000 robnts working in Japan. Robots are valued because
they don'tget tired, they can repeat monotonous tasks with great accuracy, and they do not let
heat, rioise, or fumes bothar them. At the present time, most of the robots in use cannot see,
hear, speak, or thirk

As mentioned previously, most of the industrial robots are mechanical arms mounted on a
securebase. These arms ¢an bend, slide, or rotate and usually have between two and six joints.
The hand, which is technically called an end effector, can be used as a welder, riveter, spray
painter, or small shovel. Sometimes robots cre attached to a ceiling beam where they slide
across the length and width of a factory, poiring molten liquids from high-temperature fur-
naces.

The future generation of robots, hcwever, will be capable of performing many more tasks than
the earlier generation of robots. Early robots were controlled by external electronic circuits
that restricted them to performing very limited and specific sets of tasks. Now, more and more
robots are computer controlled. Computers built into the “bodies” of robots allow them to have
greater flexibility and mobility. They can also be programmed and reprogrammed to do many
different tasks. Robots can even be connected to other mechanisms such as video camera
“eyes” and other sensory systems to further enhance their abilities.

What factory tasks cur.ently done by humans could be der.e by mechanical arm robots?
What other occupations might use mechanical arm robots?
What effects wculd using robots instead of humans have on factory workers?

Robots do not have intelligence as we know it, they must be taught each job they are required
toperform.Robols aietakenthrough aseries of routine tasks. Each task isrecorded as a series
of points in space. These recordings are entered into the microcomputer's memory and then
replayed whenever the task must b2 done. To program any task, a person mustfirst go through
all the motions with the robot, record the motions, and then play them back During the
playback, the robot repeats the exact motions that were programmed into it. Robots must be
programmed for each new task they are required to perform in the workplace.
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Robotic Senses

Robots in the frture wiil have additional capabilities, including “vision” and an improved feed-
back control system so that they can monitor their own movements. The majority of the robots
being used in factories today do not see in the human sense, which frequently causes pro-
blems as robots maneuverand manipulate various materials around factories. Robots that are
equippedwith“sight” have video camerasfor eyes. As with the robot's other motions, the vision
system must also be preprogrammed so that the robot recognizes differeni objects and
materials, Whateverobjects will be used by the robot in the factory must be shown to the vision
system, recorded by the robot in all its different positions, and then stored in the computer's
memory. Some robots are being equipped with a laser system. This system allows the robot,
after performing some high-speed calculations, to locate aistant objects and to judge how far
away the objects are.

Voice commands for robots « ~intheir
initial stages of development. The possi-
bility of using voice commands to direct
robots is an exciting idea, and one that
has been popularized through TV and
movies. The voice command system in
these robots uses a microphone for an
ear. Tie microphone is connected to a
computer which receives the sound
waves. These messages are then com-

_ pared with messages that are stored in
the computer's memory. Once the sound
message is reviewed by the computer,
the robot can then react to the pro-
grammed message and respond to the
voic2 commands. As you can wvell ima-
gine, voice command robots zra very
difficult systems to perfect.

Tne possibility of incorpoi ating other
sensesintorobots is also being explored.
Researchers are trying to develop ro-
bots that can sense heat changes from
ultraviolet light and infrared radiation. Some researchers are working on developing artificial
skin for robots so they can have a “sense of touch”. This “skin” is actually composed of sheets
of thin rubber and elecirical wire. The cutermost sheet has an electrical current passing
through it. This sheet transfers electrica! currents to the lower sheets as different pressures
are applied. Asthedifferent lavels of pressurz are passed through the skin, the amount of pres-
sure applied is measured by the computer. The computer then develops and forms a picture of
the object. It sends thisimage back tothe robotsoitcan determins where the objectisand how
hard to grip the object so that it does not crush it.

There are many factory and industrial jobs that humans do not want to do or that are so
dangerous that human workers cannot be used to do them. Robots to the rescue!!! Robots
1.4ave no fear of danger and really have no feelings about how boring and routine the work hap-
pens to be. Forexample, robots are being used around the world to feed furnaces and work ait
night by themselves, or to work on weekends and holidays. Welding has become a trade that
robots have adapied to quite well. Robots can withstand the hot sparks and smoke caused by
welding operations. They can also operate morethan one torch at a time. Robots can work lon-
ger hours and accomplish much more work than humans.
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Robots never become ill when exposed to hazardous or toxic chemicals and high doses of
radiation don’t botierthem. This makes them capable of doinga variety of activitiesina jobset-
ting. They might even become the future soldiers of the next generation. Imagine robots that
can be used as front-line soldiers!

Advancedsight, hearing, and touch are intriguing developments for robots of the future. These
senses will allow robots to do many things that they are not capable of doing now. The robotic
industry is still a few years awayv from developing an actual R2D2 and C3PO.

What could robots with these types of advanced senses do that mechanical arm robots
cannot do?

What could “advanced” robots do that humans are noiwv doing in factories?
How could “advanced” robots change the way a factory is operated?

What could these robots do around your house?

What other uses can these types of robots have in society?

What problems may be caused by using numerous robots in the work force and around
the house?

Robgotic Economy

The majority of robots cost between $60,000 and $100,000 to build and install in afactory set-
ting. A robot that works two to three shifts can pay for itself in 2 to 3 years when compare., for
example, to the average salary of an auto worker in the United States. While robots will not
totally replace humans in the industrial work force, semi-skilled workers will be the group har-
dest hit and most often replaced by robots.

Many of the routine, monotonous, and dangerous tasks may be taken over by robots. However,
theystill cannot take overtasks thatrequire complex thought processes and/or decisions that
involve reactions that are nct programmed. The senses of sight, sound, and touch in robots
must be developed to a more sophisticated level before they can compete with skilled laborers.
Besides, humans will be needed to maintain, supervise, and manage robots in the work-
place.

The current state of the @t in robotic engineering uses 1 computer system that can be pro-
graramed and reprogrammed so that robo.s can adapt to varicus changes in the work setting.
When a new line or product is introduced to the assembily line, allthat is needed is a change in
the compute! program. No change in machinery (hardware) is reguired. All these robotic
possibilities could add to an increase in production of goods and a decrease in associated
cosis. With the advancement of anificial intelligence and computer technology, it is inevitable
that robots will be used more and more in our 30ciety.

Some people estimate that by 1990, as many as 20,000 to 60,000 robots may be produced
eachyear.Dr. Robert Ayres at Carnegie-Mellc 1 University (Fittsburgh, PA) predicts that by the
end of this century 40% ofthe 9 million semi-skilled factory workers who operate machines will
be replaced by rcuots. He believes that many workers feal robots are a threat to their jobs.
However, he sees robots taking over mainly the dullest and most inhuman jobs. “They can
n.ake our society wealthier, thus increasing overall employment. Robots can go places humans
can't, giving us the capability to go deep into the ocean and to explore space.”

However, i the prediction of robots taking over some three-and-a-half million jobs cornes true,
it will have a significant impact on employmcnt and the work force of the future. Estimates are
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that by the early 1990’'swhen robots become more a~yancec, they will be able to move freely in
unstructured environments such as construction sites, roadway devalopments, farms and
forests. Some robots are now controlled by as many as ten computars dedicated to storing
information. With such large memories, robots in factories and construction sites will be able to
select, cut,and attach materials, construct sections of b.. 'dings, pick crops, paint,and do many
industrial tasks.

The technology of robotics has implications that are far-reaching with respect to the pos-
sibilities of improving productivity and economic growth while also improving the competitive
position of this nation. Some people feel that the impact of the completely automated factory
on society will be similar in magnitude to the impact of the industrial revolution. The industrial
revolution saw muscle power replaced by mechanical power inthe production of food, materials,
and goods. This revolution spawned an increase in productivity, less poverty, and a redistribu-
tion of economic and palitical powerwithin and among nations. The robot revolution cou’dsub-
stitute nomputer power for human brain power in the control of machines and industrial
processes. The next revolution could free humans from the routinized, regimented duties
required in factories and offices.

Obviously, the influx of robots into the work force introduces a very importantconcern - unem-
ployment. If predictions hold true for robots ani their use, a problem of competition for jobs
betweenhumansandrobots couldbecomeanissue. However, James S.Albus(2), an expert on
robotics and automated manufacturing systems, feels the threat to employment is vastly
overrated. Hisviewis that robots are growing at lessthan 35% per year andthere s little histori-
cal evidence to suggest that robots have ever caused an increase in unemployment. The
Japanese, he says, have more robots than all other countries combined, and they have the
highest productivity growth rate of allindustrial nations. Yetthe unemploymentrateinJapan is
less than 3%.

Albus feels the current rate of unem-
ployment in America is not attributable
to robots putting people out of work.
Instead, he argues, American indus-
tries are becoming obsolete and, as a
result, the United States is finding it in-
creasingly more difficult to produce
goods andservices at competitive prices
on the world narket. Albus summarizes
the concerns of robots and the economy
as follows:

— Themassivelossofiobsinthe tex-
tile, shoe, camera, consumer elec-
tronics, steel, and automobile in-
dustries is not because of automa-
tion but because of lack of moder-
nization to meetandbeat competi-
tion from foreign manufacturers.
Infact, unlessthe nationincreases
productivity through greater use
of automation, it may soon become
impossible for U.S. industries to
make enough profit to pay for high
salaries and benefits, generoiis
vacations, and comfortable retire-
ment programs that Americans
have come to expect.




It is also wrong to assume that a human job is lost for every robot installed. The new
technologies of robotics and computer integrated manufacturing will create entirely new
industries, employing millions of people (and robots, too) in jobs that don't exist today.
Robots will make possible new methods of manufacturing, construction, tunneling, and
deep drilling. They will be used for undersea mining, manufacturing in space, and farming
of the oceans, all of which would otherwise be impossible or impractical. Robotics could
make solarandgeothermal energy sources economical and may substantially reduce the
hazards of nuclear power.

Of course, there will be many new human iobs created justin the industries that manufac-
ture, sell, instali, and maintain robots.

A recent study conducted for the state of Michigan predicts that by 1990 the number of
jobscreated in the robot-manufacturing industries alone will be betwe2n 35% and 75% of
the number of jobs lost ia the robot using industries. And if the increased productivity
resulting from more efficient production technology makes American products more
competitive on the world market, the net effect on employment will be overwhelmingly
positive in almost all sectors of the economy.

Many occupations will survive and prosper even in the most advanced robot economy.
Doctors, nurses, teachers, entertainers, social workers, psychologists, and religious
counselors will continue to be required as long as there are humans with needs for such
service=. A robot-based economy should produce sufficient material wealth to increase
the demand for health, education, recreation, and social services by making them avail-
able to more people. Occupations in leisure industries, the arts, and many types of per-
sonal services would then abound. Scientificresearch and exploration of the oceans and
outer space will offer unlimited opportunities for many types of fascinating careers into
the indefinite future.

We can, of course, always spread the available work around. A shorter workweek of 20
hours, or perhaps eventually 10 hours, may be possible. Longer vacations, sabbatica!
leaves, and increased adult education all have the capacity to raise the number of jobs
while reducing the amount of work.

What type of industries would best be served by robots?
What type of jobs could be eliminated?
What should happen to the people whose jobs are eliminated?

Is it fair for a company with no robots or automation to have to compete with a corn-
pany that is completely automated?

What are the eccnomic advantages for a factory to change over completely to robots?
What are the disadvantages?

Who should be responsible for any unemployment caused by using robots in the
workplace?

Robotic Future

If eventhe mostconservative prediction of the roboticindustry analysts holds true, the number
of robots working in American factories will triple over the next two to three years. How do we
get people trained to develop and maintain all of the robots that will be needed "o meet
this demand?

Presently, a person who would be called arobotics engineer is one trained in either me hani-
cal or electrical engineering, computer science, physics, or neuroscience. Thefield of robotics
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is growing astechnology gets cheaper. Colleges and universities are preparing for the robotic
revolution by offering courses and programs in robotics.

There are two basic areas of robotics: technological and scientific. Those people who work on
ways to make robots more time-efficient and cost-effective for various industrial purposes are
considered in the technological branch. Researchers who are working on ways to give robots
more advanced senses of sight, hearing, and touch, as well as increasing their artificial intelli-
gence, work in the area of scientific robotics.

Early iritheir development, robots were very expensive to build. In 1960, the computer portion
of &iobotcostapproximately $1,000,000. Today a computer with mucir more capability can be
made for $200. The reduction in computer prices over the last few years has resulted in an
equivalant drop in the price of robots. This in turn has made robots more accessible to people
and has thus opened up and accelerated the development of the whole field of robotics.

Thegrowth of robotuse has placed new demands onfinding qualified trained people towork in
thisarea. Thedemand fortrained people in robotics has also increased because of the interest
inthe“personalrokot’. There are approximately twelve to fifteen companies that manufacture
them. However, most of these robots are no more than sophisticated toys. Sorne people
estimate that the manufacture and sale of the personal robot will be a $2 billiors industry by
1990. There are many technological companies that are devcting time, energy, and meney to
the development of robots.

One Japanese company, for example, has developed a mechanical musician that can sight
read music with its vide D camera head while playing the keys and footing the pedals of a stan-
dard electric organ. Asecond company has developed a robot that maps its surrc undings and
comparesthemtoitsown mapsothatit can go around obstacles placed in its way. A third com-
pany hasdeveloperdarobot costing around $40,000. This three-hundred-pound or so machine
incorporates a s2lf-navigation system that allows it to patrol warehouses and prisons; it can
also wash floors in supermarkets and airports.

The home or personal robot industry is still a long way from allowing one to own a cheap,
mechanical servant. However, if you examine the growth of the computer industry over the last
25 yearsand apply this rate of growth to the robotic industry, it should be no time at all before
R2D2 could bring you a cold drink or change the channel on your TV.

The computerindustry has already had a dramatic impact or the industrial and technological
work force. Robots have the potential for a still greater impact in the future. They could easily
change the industrial and technological work force. it could change the way we do things and
the people(or machines) that do them. Training of students who are planning to enter the work
forcein the fu*ure may look very different. Eduication including *echnical, scientific, skilled, and
non-skilled will have to k¢ adjusted to meet the new demands of a robotic society. Are we on
tne verge of a new revolution — the robotic revolution?

If robots do become a large part of our future, how will society change? What are the
advantages/disadvantages of these changes?
What will our future factories/offices look like 23 ye&ss from now?

What will our future homes look like 25 years from now?

What effect will a roboi revulution have on schools? On what is taught? On how it is
taught?

How could robots themselves be used in the schools?
What part of society wouild benefit most from a robot revolution? Least?
How would you compare the growth in computers to the growth in robotics?
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Nir. Harris’ Factory

Case Study
-Part1-

Mr. Harris is the owner of a moderate-sized factory in a small town. He employs approximately
300 peoplein skilled and semi-skillec jobs. A sales representative from the National Robotics
Company, Inc. has recently shown Mr. Harris how he could triple production at hisfactory while
at the same time reduce his costs.

Mr. Harris would have ¢o purchase and install approximately 10 robots to accomplish this
savings and increased work production. The problem Mr. Harrisisfacing isthatif he installs the
new robots, he would have to lay off 150 semi-skilled workers in his plant.
Mr. Harris knows these have
been very loyal employees over
the years and all have worked
very hard. But he also knows that
= theZompetitionisvery strongin
his business and that new com-
i panies are constantly taking
¢ away his profits. Profits have
S8 been slipping and Mr. Harris
needs to increase production
R without increasing his overhead.
4 The money he would save on
4 g salaries plus the increased pro-
£8 ductioncouldmorethanpaythe
cost of the robots in 2 to 3 years.

Mr. Harris knows that the layed-
off workers will have a difficult
time finding othe: employment because of their limited skills. He also knows, however, that if
he doesn’t make the changes much of his business will be lost to new automated compeiitors
entering into the market.

What should Mr. Harris do? Why?
Questions for Discussion

What alternatives does Mr. Harris have?
What should be the primary concern of Mr. Harris?
Dues he owe anything to his workers for their years of loyal service?

What does Mr. Harris owe to the remaining workers in the factory to keep the factory
going?
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Mr. Harris’ Factory

Case Study
-Part2-

Mr. Harris' factory problem can also be consideredin another way - as asimulationgame. While
games of all types, including simulation games, can be fun to play, they are also very useful for
examining problems of many types. For examr..e, they can be helpful for examining problems
from a variety of viewpoints, and as a result, often uncover issues that might otherwise go
unnoticed. This simulation is based upon the well-known and widely used “Prisoners’ Di-
iemma”.

Mr. Harris has met recently with a salesman from the National Robotics Company, Inc. to learn
how robots can improve production at his company. During the discussions, M~. Harris finds
out that Mr. Fredericks, his only competitor, is also considerning automating his company
using robots.

The two factories are locatzd in a moderate-size town in the Midwest. The average weekly
gross receipts total approximately $14,000 for EACH business. Both companies, while doing
well, would like to improve production and earn m- .e money. One way to do this is to use
robots.

If only Mr. Harris installed robots in his factory, he could increase his profits from $14,000 per
week to $18,200 per week. If, at the same time, Mr. Fredericks decides NOT to install robots in
hisfactory, he will lose some of his normal business to Mr. Harris because Mr. Harris will be able
to offer much faster service. Hence, Mr. Fredericks’ gross income willgofrom $14,000 down to
$11,900 per week. The opposite would be true if Mr. Fredericks decides to automate his fac-
tory with robots and Mr. Harris decides not to automate his factory. If both factory owners
decide touserobots, they will each earn $9,800 per week because of the added costs forrobot
purchase, installation, and maintenance. if, on the other hand, NEITHER Mr. Harris nor Mr.
Fredericks install : _bots in their factories, they will both continue to make the same $14,000
perweek. Neither Mr. Harris nor Mr. Fredericks is aware of the other's decision. The decision of
each, of course, will »e very much affecied by their prediction of what the other person will
decide.

Summary of Possible incomes

1. Ifneither owner decides to install robots in their factories, then both will continue to earn
$14,000 weekly.

2. If both owners decide to install robots in their factories, then both will earn $9,800
weekly.

3. If one installs robots and the other does not, the one who installs the robots will earn
$18,200 weekly while the other will make $11,900 weekly.

A “pay-off chart” (Figure 11-1) is another way of summarizing the possible outcomes of any
actions taken by Mr. Harris and/or Mr. Fredericks.

dtomdy
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Figure 11-1
PAYOFF CHART: WEEKLY INCOME

Mr. Fredericks

Do Not

Install Robots Install Robots
Install $18,200 (Harris)
Robots $9,800 each $11,900 (Fredericks)

Mr Harris

Do Not .
Install $11,900 (Harris)
Robots $18.200 (Fredericks) $14,000 each

Instructions

In conucting this simulation, you will work in groups of two students. One person will repre
sent Mr. Harris while the other represents Mr. Fredericks. Your teacher will £.ovide a record
sheet foryou to keep track of your decisions, those of your opponent, and the penalty for each
decision made by you and your opponent.

During the simulation

a

b.

There should be no talking until after the 10th round of the game.

Players should sit back-to-back. Then, privately decide to either install robots or not to
install robots. Each player then writes his/her decision on a piece of paper. Simply write,
“install” or “not install”.

After writing your decision, pass the paper over your shoulder to your opponent. Remem-
ber, talking is not allowed.

After reading your opponent’s decision, fill in the first row of the summary sheet. The
penalties faryou and youropponentcanbereaddirectly from the “payoffchart” at the end
of the scencirio.

Continue this process nine more times for a total of ten rounds. The process is (1) write
decision, (2) pass paper to opponent (3) record decision.

When ten rounds have been completed, face your partner and talk together for 3 to 5
minutes. Discuss what happened during the 10 rounds. Use the scenario sheet, payoff
chart, and the completed record sheet to help guide your discussion. Your teacher will
also be available to assist you at this time.

Your teack :r will give you further instructions about what to do next.




Examining the Effects of Robotics
- The Futures Wheel -

In this exercise you will use a picture-like technique to examine the effects of some predictions
or trends you make about robotics. You will do this by constructing a “futures wheel”. The
futures wheel allows you to see the many possible effects that can occurwhen a new invention
is used orwhen achange takes place. You wili show howone effect leads to a secondary e¥ect
and how different effects are related. When you have completed tha futures wheel and studied
the many effects, you can then decide whether or not a new trend, new invention, and/or
another change is desirable.

instructions
-— You will work in pairs or small groups of three to four members.

- Each group will construct a futures wheel similar to the one shown in Figure 11-2. An
example of a compiete futures wheel is shown in Figure 11-3. (Do not copy the wheel
shown in Figure 11-2 because your futures wheel may “branch out” quite differently.)

— First select a new development o trend to study. A number of possible ideas are listed
below. However, you may wish to identify another idea and use that for your futures
wheel.

— Onalarge sheet of paper draw a circle in the center. Enter the trend/idea you selected in
the circle. What are the main effects of this idea/tren 4? How many did you think of? Draw
inas many circles as main effects you identified and connect each to the center circle with
an arrow. These are the first order effect.

_ (TRENDY\__
IDEA

@

— Examine each first-order effect and decide what types of effects it produces. Some
effects may produce one effect, others more. Enter the second-order effects and connec:
them to the firs:-order effects.
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— Follow the same procedure for third- and fourth-order effects. You may find that some

effects can produce similar lower-order effects. Show this by connecting the approp-
riate circles.

o O

O
@
@

Figure 11-3 illustrates a futures wheel that examines the effects of using robots in fac-
tories. Study this example.

-

Some Suggested ldeas and Trends

Robots that respond to voice command. Personal robots in every househoid.

Robots used as teachers in school. Cashiers in food and department stores.

Robots that can think. Robots that do office work.
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Technology and Decision-making *
- A Simulation -

Inthe pre ious readings and activities some of the complexities and unforeseen consequen-
ces of technological applications vsere illustrated. These examples point out the need for
decision-makers to better understand the new technologies and their potential effects. However,
the complex and sophisticated nature of new technologies makes it difficult for policy makers,
suchas members of Congress, to become expertsin allaspects of the topic. In addition, itis not
eaough to know about the scientific and technological details, one needs to know about how
the technology will affect people, their lives, and their environmert. In recent years this need
has been recognized, and systematic approaches for evaluating new developments have
emerged. These approaches encompass a variety of information-gathering techniques and
come under the heading of technology assessment.

The importance of technology assessment is best evidenced by the establishment of the
Offive of Technology Assessment to assist Congress and regulating agencies in making policy
decisions and enacting legislation. You will now have an opportunity to apply some of your
knowledge to a technological assessment activity.

Inthis activity you will assume the role of decision-makers who have the p.ower, authority, and
ability to direct the future development of new technologies. Members of the class will repre-
sent different interest groups and select technologies for the world of the future. The tech-
nologieswillbe presenitedto aWorld Review Court which will decide on theiracceptability. The
objective of each group is to select technologies that will promate and advance their de-

sired goals.
Part |
- Group Preparation -
Procedures
— The class will form into four groups of similar size. Each group will represent one of
the following:
Factory workers

Government officials
Industrialists
Preservationists

— Group members will assume the role of the group they represent. Whie :n your groups,
review and discuss your goals.

Goals of Factory Workers
i. To create safe conditions in the workplace.
2. To create more meaningful and challenging jobs.

3. Toimprove living conditions and the quality of life.

*Adapted from lozzi, Louis A, et al. Technology and Society, A Futuristic Per.pective. Sopris
West, Langmont, Coloraro, 1980.
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Goals of Government Officlals
1. To create a nation with a high standard of living.
2. To export more products than it imports.

3. To protect the country from outside aggression or terrorism and to reduce
internal conflicts.

Goal of industrlalists

1. Toincrease production efficiency, and therefore, profitability.

2. Toinsure the continued availability of raw materials and energy at low cos?
Goals of Presarvationists

1. To protect the existence and survival of plant and animal life.

2. To maintain a high-quality environment.
3.

To guard agsinst any drastic changes that adversely affect the quality of life for
plants, animals, and people.

While reviewing and discussing their goals, each group should also compile alist of issues or
problems that must be solved or addressed in order to achieve their geals.

At this time, select a recorder to keep notes of the group discussions.
— Review Figure 12-1, “Technicai innovations Very Likely in the Next Twenty Years.”

Fromthe list, select approximately sixtechnologies related to the goals of yourgroup. Perhaps
members of the group know of technologies that are not on the list, feel free to include themn
among the possibilitiec for your group.

You may also wish to acquire some additional insights into new technologies by reviswing
current magazines that focus on future developments such as The Futurists, Discovery, Next,
Omni, Business Week, Time, Newsweek, etc.

Afte: making your selections, it is sometimes helpful to rank your selections in their order of
importance and then evaluate each one to determine if it showed up in one of your final four.
When your group agrees on four technologies, the remainder need not be considered.

In making your final selection of the technological innovations, however, you should keep the
following points in mind:

1. How important is the technology, especially to the group you are representing”
2. Will the technological innovation be readily accepted by the general public?
3. How well does the technology assist you in achieving your goals?

Using the “Technology Assessment Worksheet” (Handout 9), evaluate each ui the four selec-
ted technologies. You can do this by having each member of your group evaluate one of the
four technologies or the entire group might ev. 'uate each of the technologies in turn.

In completing the Technology Assessment Worksheet, you should realize that the effects of
the new technology are often unknown even to the experts. Hencs, there are no absolute
answers. You will have to make your predictions based upon your knowledge and creative
ideas. Agood way to startisto“brainstorm” with the members of your group. Forexample, have
each member of your group suggest ..n effect and continue going arourd the group until all
ideas have been exhausted. In brainstorming, no judgments are made no matte: how far
fetched the idea.

When the session is complete, select those ideas you censider most appropriate.

As an example nf how to complete the “Technology Assessment Worksheet", consider the
first, second, and higher order consequencesthat might result fromtheintroduction of“Ocean
Farming” to the world.
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Figure 12-1

Technological Innovations Very Likely in the Next Twenty Years

1.

2.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19

21.
22,
23.
24.
25.

Many applications of {asers and masers for sensing measuring, communications, cutting, heat-
ing, welding, power transmission, illumination, destruction (defensive}, and other purposes.

New or improved materials for equipment and appliances (plastic, glasses, alloys, ceramics,
intermetallics, and high heat-resistant compounds).

New airborne vehicles (ground-effect machines, vertical take-off and landing, supet-helicopters,
giant and/or super: oric jets).

More reliable and longer-range weather and earthquake forecasting.
Intensive and/or extensive expansion of tropica! agriculture and forestry.

Extensive and intensive worldwide use of high altitude cameras for mapping, prospecting, cen-
sus, land use, and geological investigations.

New methods of water transportation, such as large submarines, flexible and special-purpose
“container ships”, or more extensive use of large automated single-purr  : bulk cargo ships.

Extensive use of cyborg techniques such as mechanical aids or substitutes for human organs,
senses, limbs, or other components.

Genetic engineering to produce new and useful plant and animal specics.

New orimproved uses of the oceans, such as mining, extraction of minerals, controlled farming,
tidal power.

Widespread use of nuclear power.

Use of nur ' ar explosives for excavation and mining generation of power, creation of high-
temperature, high-pressure environments, and/or as a source of neutrons or other radiation.

Extensive and intensive storage of current and past personal and business information in high-
speed centralized computer data banks.

Some control of weather and/or climate such as rainmaking, changing courses of hurricanes,
and suppressing lightning.

New and more reliable educational and propaganda techniques for affecting human behavior -
public and private.

Practical use of direct electrochemical communication between the brain and a computing
machine so that the brain can control machines and vice versa.

Cheap and widely available war weapons and weapon systems.
Other genetic contrc! and/or influence over the “basic makeup” of an individual.
Prolonging of life, postponement of agir.g, and limited regeneration of organs and limbs.

Jreater acceptance and consumption of artificial foods and beverages, such as carbohydrates,
fats, proteins, enzymes. vitamins, coffee, tea, cocoa, and alcoholic beverages.

More extensive use of transrlantation of human organs.

Permanent manned satellite and lunar installations-interplanetary travel.
Application of space life systems or similar techniques to terrcstrial instaliations.
Permanent inhabited undersea instaliations and perhaps even colonies.

Extensive use of robots and machines “slaved” to human beings.
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26. Underground tunnels for private and public transportation and other purposes, such as a tube-
craft system that permits travel at speeds of 14,000 miles per hour.

27. Automated instantaneous credit, audit, and banking systems.

28. Chemical methods for improving memory and learning, such as “knowledge” pills that
transfer learning.

29. Widespread deep freezing, supercooling techniques, especially for storing living tissue and
organs.

: 30. Improved chemical control of some mental illnesses and some aspects of seniliy.
31. Mechanical and chemical methods for improving human thinking more or less directly.

32. Inexpensive and rapid techniques for making tunnels and underground cavities in earth and/or
rock, using high-speed electrons from particle accelerator.

33. Inexpensive high-capacity, worl lwide, regional and local (home and business; communication
using satellites. lasers, and thin glass fibers.

34. Other widespread use of computers for research a-.d professional work such as translation,
teaching, literature search, medical diagnosis, traffic control, crime detection, computation,
design, analysis, and to some degree, as intellectual collaborator generally.

35. Space defense systems.

36. Maintenance-free, long-life electronic and other equipment.

37. Home education via video and computerized and programmed learning.

38. Common use of (long-lived?) individual power source for lights, appliances, and machines.
39. Extensive genetic engineering of plants and animals.

40. New and possibly very simple methods for lethal biological and chemical warfare.

41. Extensive use of biological processes, such as microorganisms, in the extraction and processing
of minerals and energ production.

42. New methods of producing electricity, such as from magnetohydrodynamic generators that
blow hot ges through a magnetic f.cld.

43. Computers that talk as well as understand and respond to human speech.

44, Production of food proteins from wastes.

45. Automated conveyor oelts or robots to deliver messages and packages in large offices.

46. Entire books printed on a single card-size sheet of microfilm.

47. Use of algae to generate hydrogen fuel from water and sunlight.

48. Offshure floating platforms to house nuclear power plants, airports, apartment houses, etc.
49. Use of algae to purify wastewater and produce paper.

50. Use of gels and microorganisms to clean up oil spills.




- Effects of Ocean Farming -
First Order Consequences
The intended offect(s): increase world food production significantly.
Second Ordsr Consequences

The effects related to the technology:

Recognized and acceptable impacts: reduce malnutrition; new types of food products.

Unanticipated or accidental impacts: population increass; eating habits change;
inland nations at a disadvantage.

Abuses of the technology: none identified.
High Order Consequences

Bread changes: need for greater cooperation among nations regarding the use of the scas;
formation of international companies to farm the oceans.

* %k k &

It should be noted that sometimes it is helpful to break down the various consequences into
groups as was done with the “Second Order Consequences” above. In this casg, the effects
related to the technology were grouped according to “Recognized and Acceptable Impacts”,
“Unanticipated or Indirect Impacts”, “Abuse of the Technclogy”, etc.

Figure 12-2 shows ¢ completed Worksheet in which all blocks or boxes werefillad in. This com-
pleted sheet does not represent the only way it could have been filled in. Others might have
thought of different consequences which, in turn, would have led to other entries in the
worksheet (e.g, “Impacts in other areas,” etc).

— Whenthe workshcets are completed, the group members will review the consequences
and impacts of each of the four technologies they selected. Based on the results of the
assessment, does the group still consider the seiected technology desirable?

If not, the group should sclec inother alternative and conduct another technology assess-
ment. Remember, it is important that your technology be accepted by the World Review Court.
Therefore, if the consequences andimpacts have sevcre negative effects, yourtechnologywill
be rejected, and you will be unable to achieve your goal.

— Whenthe group arrives at its final decision, it will prepare a report describing each of the
selected technologies aind the changes that will occur. This report s, essentially, an argu-
ment in support of the tech.nology and should demonastrate the beneficial changes that
will result if the technology is adopted. The “Technology Assessment Worksheet” wil
serve as Your information base.

Thereporttobe presented to the World Review Courtfor each technology should take no more
than § minutes. It should include information about how you will bring the technology into use,
how it will be used, and why the technolcgy should be promoted.

— Electamember of your group to presentthe report to the World Review Court. Itis recom-
mendec that each member of the group has an opportunity to report on a technology.
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" Figure 12-2
" TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT WORKSHEET

What needs influence the What are the components of Who will control the technology
development of the the technulngy? and who will benefit from it?
technology?

First order consequence — What is the intended effect(s)?

v

Second order consequences — What effects are related tu the technulugy?
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Part Ul
- World Review Court Hearing -

— The groups then present their selected technologies to the World Review Court. The
Court will review the proposed technologies and make its judgments.

— The group with the greatest number of technologies accepted will have achieved its
stated goals.

— The World Review Court will convene at its scheduled time. A chief judge is selected to
preside over the proceedings. The entire class now assumes the role of World Court
Judges. (The presentors of the technology assessment reports retain their group role
when they give their report.)

The panel of World Court Judges is an impartial body charged with the task of evaluating the
development of new technologies. As a World Court Judge you must now broaden your con-
cerns fror: that of your interest group to
that of the world-at-large. Itis yourrespon-
sibility that newtechnologies be developed
wisely and justly. You must weigh each
decision carefully after considering the
benefits as well as disadvantages. A good
question to ask yourself before making a
decision i3, “How will the new technology
e affect an individual's right to a safe and
X healthy environment?”

— The groups will rotate giving their
reports. That is, a m zmber of the first
groupwillgive onetechnology report
and then a member of the second
group will give one report and so on.

The process continues until all 16
reports are heard.

— EachWorld Court Judge will receive an evaluation sheet, “Woild Review Court Evaluation
Sheet” (Handout 10). This sheet contains the instructions for judging each technology
and a record sheet. Review this form carefully before starting.

— Afterareport has been presented, the judges will decidz whether or not thattechnologys
acceptable. Onthe evaluation sheet are 2 list of objections. Review this list and decide if
the technology is objectionable on any of these counts.

— Raising an objection. Any jud_e may raise an objection. When he/she is recognized bv
the Chief Judge, he/she will announce the objection and explain why the technolo Jy is
undesirable. The pane! of judges will vote on the objection:

Yes for agreement; No for disagreement

— Aproposed technology that receives two or more objections will not be accepted. Ifthere
are no objections, the technology is automatically judged as acce itable.

— Thereparts and evaluation will proceed as described until Il 16 have been heard. Atthe
conclusion of the hearing the list of accepted tecnnologies will be read by the Pre-
siding Judge.
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— Theinterest group with the most technologius accepted is declared the group which has
succassfully accomplished its goal.

Discussion Questions

After completing the presentations and deciding which of the four groups has met its goals,
discuss the following questions Lefore proceeding on to Part |Ii of the simulation.

—  Which group was most successful in achieving its goals? Why do you suppose its iech-
nologies were accepted?

— Do ycu think that the technologies accepted were the most important ones? What are
your reasons?

— How would you categorize ti.e technologies that were accepted? Labor-saving devices?
New materials? High-speed comrmunication and travel? More powerfu! tools? Food pro-
duction technologies? Others?

—  What values were held as most impecrtant by the judges? Was there much aisagreement
between judges? In what areas was thers greatest disagreement?

—  Are there groups of people who will benefit more than others from the technclogies? »

— Arethere technologies on thelist you selected which are in conflict with others? That is,is
it possible to promote all the technologies and not be counterproductive?

—  How will life-styies change with the new technologies? What are your predictions?
— s there any possibility that the selectad technologies might be misused?

—  Will society have to change cramatically in order to acapt to the new technologies? Is
this desirable? -
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Part il

- Discussion of Results and Scenario of the Future -
The class will discuss the results and conclusions of the
simulation activity and write a scenario of the future.

Since you have devoted much effort and thought to this simuilation, you will now have an
additional opportunity to express your ideas and feelings about future tech nologies. Theclass
discussion also serves to summarize some of the major ideas introduced during the course of
the activity.

Scenario for the Future

In small groups or individually, write a scenaric describing the future. That is, how do you envi-
sion the world of the future which has developed the technologies that you proposed? What
major changes will occur and what are the effects?

Writing a Scenario

Theterm“scenario” was used to d2scribe atype of comedy play developed by medieval ltalian
actors. The scenaric was the written plot but contained no set dialogue. The actors simply
improvised the dialogue whenthey acted out their roles as outlined. In the motion picture busi-
ness scenarius have come to mean a plot, a screenplay or the script,

In more recent years the scenario has ac  uired a new meaning. It describes a tool/technique
used by planners, futurists, businessmen and other types of decision-makers to help them
examine a future possibility in greater detail. The scenario serves as an interesting, flexible
and creative wayto projectintothe future and explore possibilities and different alternatives. It
is, in essence, a story describing a future event. Scenarios examine the series of steps leading
toafuture goalorinvestigate effects of differentdecisions. They help the writer or policymaker
to make better decisions because they force him/her to consider how changes interact with
otherchanges in amore dynamic manner, through descriptions of the effects and consequen-
ces of the future possibilities. By working out the details of the interaction, the future situation
becomes clearer, and one can begin to identify relationships that have nc* been considered
before.

When writing a scanario, one typically begins by asking the questions, “What if..?”’ One poss-
ible change leads to other changes and the scenario story unfolds. Your scenario ¢an De pre-
sented in a iumber of different ways: a science fiction story, a short skit, a planning diagram,
visionary drawings, a cartcon story, or even a simple outline of events. The main purposeisto
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explore alternative possibilities and show where they might lead. It allows you to test the di-
ferent underlying assumptions and values of a future goal.

In this scenario-writing e. “cise you will expand upon the ideas that emerged from your
technology assessment and speculate about the world of the future which has applied the
technologies selected by the court.

—  Will it be a world in which you will enjoy living?

— What are th. iany changes that will come about and what types of adjustment will you
neec to make?

— How does one techno:ngy affect other technologies?

—  Will all the changes be beneficial?

Your scenario will help you evaluate the decisions you made as world Review Court
Judges.
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