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| The Importance of
The Educational Resources Information Center
For Health and Physical Education Teacher Candidates

The ERIC system can be a vital resource for health and
physical education, offering not only research findings but
practical ideas and information that HPRD teacher candidates
can use throughout their professional careers, This digest
highlights ERIC’s features and how to use the system most
effectively. It offers suggestions on how HPRD teacher
education faculty can present and use the ERIC system.

What Is ERIC?

It's the world's largest educstional database—used by
researchers, education professionals, and policy makers around
the world. It's the Educational Resources Information Center,
ERIC for short. ERIC can expand HPRD teacher candidates’
knawledge of the profession, broaden their career horizens, and
give a lifelong resouree for professional competence
improvement. This digest highlights ERIC's features, explains
how to use the system most effectively, and offers suggestions
on how HFRD teacher education faculty can present and use
the ERIC system in their classrooms.

Why Do HPRD Teacher Candidates Need To Use ERIC?

ERIC serves as the most zcomprehensive source of
information on health, physical education, recreation and
dance for teachers and teacher candidates.

Aceessibility. The largest educational database in the
world, ERIC contains more than 500,000 documents and
journal articles from all areas of education. These include
research reports on exercise physiology, elementary physical
education curriculum guides, AAHPERD conference papers,
and pamphlets on toxic shock. The system is accessible either
by computer or by using the print indexes published in two
monthly mdexai Regourees in Education and Current Index to
Journals in Education, found in research libraries nationwide.
The indexes provide full bibliographic citations and abstracts
for each entry, along with subject and author indexes. The full
text of ERIC documents is available on microfiche in the
library collections. Computer searching of the database is also
available in many libraries and on home computers.

Lifelong Reaouree. Learning the ERIC system gives
HPRD teacher candidates access to materials for term papers,
bibliographies, and other research assignments. But more
1mpart.an t affers a hfelcmg entry to the eduuatlon

fmdmg’g, ERIC documents and 1uurnal articles contain many
practical “ideas that work"—suggestions on sports
management, curriculum enhancements, handling diseipline
problems, and information on current educational and
professional issues such as teenage pregnancy, merit pay, basic
mstrugtmn. and teacher evaluation.

Multiple Viewpoiniz. ERIC allows comprehensive
mfurmatmn—gathermg m all dlsclplmes cunnegted thh

perspectwe, lt cnntalns many v1ewpumts Fm- example a smgle
search of ERIC on the subject “classroom discipline” will yiald
views of teachers, coaches, principals, education faculty, and
researchers, )

Career Development. The literature in the database also
helps HPRD teacher candidates obtain comprehensive
infcrmation on career devplupment From certification
requirements in the various states and international education
opportunities, to staff development programs and innovative
products and techniques, all can be found in ERIC.

Why Should HPRD Eduecation Faculty Teach ERIC
in the Classroom?

Faculty have special areas of expertise to draw from when
teaching the ERIC systemn. A faculty member can help the
student find different theories, practices, specific researchers,
and organizations knowledgeable about the subject. Thus,
guidance from a faculty member helps students refine the
search questions and determine how to locate specific
information.

Classroomn assignments that follow a library orientation
will assure a more therough understanding of how to conduct
an ERIC search. Learning how to use the system without
practme is like learning to drive a car without startmg the
engine. Students need someone knowledgeable in the subject
area to pose specific teaching-eareer situations for which the
ERIC system would be helpful, In this way, using ERIC can
become an integral part of teachers' professional lives.

What Should HPRD Teacher Candidates Know
to Use ERIC Effectively?

To use the ERIC system effectively, HPRD teacher
education candidates should know three things: how to form
the “search question,” how to condizet a search of the print
indexes or ask for a computer search, and how to locate the full
text of the documents and journal articles.

Defining the Question. Both print index and computer
searches begin with defmmg the “search” question. The more
precisely the question is posed, the more “on target” the
resources from the system will be. ERIC indexes each
document and article using a controlled vocabulary found in
the Thesaurus of ERIC Descriptors. For example, a question
like, “What do good elementary physical education teachers
do?” is far too broad. But, “What are some effective teachking
strategies for fifth grade physical education programs?” yields a
list of documents that are indexed by both descriptors Teaching
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Methoe £ Grade 5 and Physicul Edvcation. Exereises are
wila bole to give the students practice using the  Thestnrus
{llouson 1981).

‘Conducting the Search Using the print in <lexes is
svantageous because it can easily be done indegoendently, and |
ulike a computer search, which usually involvess afee, the
manusal search is free. Using the print indexez i= also the
ensiest. way to locate resources if only a few docue mments are
needecd on a specific topic (ERIC Clearinghouse «on Social
Studie=ss 1981). Cther advantages of the manual ssearch are the
*serenaclipitous find” and the ability to change dizection without
expenssive computer manipulations.

Te» conduct 2 print index search, the student=s must be
thorow gchly familiar with the RIE and CIJE jour—nals, which
wntaiex the indexes, abstracts, and ordering infoxmation
needecd to locate the full text of the document or Journal article,
Specifi c=ally, they nieed to know how to use the azmthor and
sibjece indexes, how to interpret the informatiora contained in
the abs=tract, and where to goonce they identify cne 2D (ERIC
Diurraent) and the EJ (ERIC journal) nizinbers forthe
materf <=1s they want to read.

A <omputer search is useful for doing an in—«lepth
litrateaare review or to locate minor descriptors e identifiers
ot listaexd in the Thesaurus (Laubacher 1983). Coaxnputer
searche=sz are available in most research libraries andin state
departfﬂentuf education offices. The database can also be
searche>d using a home computer (Klausmejer 134), Large
gehool e istricts often have ERIC computer searcEa eapability,
gnd stecdents should know that this resource may— beavailable
totherra as teachers.

Lae=ating the Text. Afterlocating the documaent (ED)
numbesxrs and the journal (EJ)numbers in RIE amnd CJE, the
stuidente= must learn to locate the documents in thee mxcmf:che
ullecti«on and the journals in the serials collectiora. If a journsl
s un&@lsble in a library, a reprint of the articles canbe
orderecE from University Microfilms Internationzl, Article
Reprin Semce. 300 N. Zeeb Road, Ann A1bor, IWII 48106,

Paper =opies of most mierofiche documents cap bee ordered
from thnee ERIC Document Reproduction Service, 3900 Wheeler
Awe, A lexandria, VA 223204,

Sime Suaggested A ctivities for Classroom Follow-Up i

1. €T ze the Themaurus to locate index terms fosx an abstract '
that haed been previously indexed (i.e., an abstrack from RIE).
Thiswiil increase awareness sbout using a contrcslled

vishuEary,

2. Cgﬁ‘lpxleablblmgraph) of recent cmdocuments and journal

articles in the ERIC system on a specific =
motor skills,

3. Locate reent HPRD curriculum g gruides to update
resourees in theschool curricujum lab.,

4. Debateuwntroversial issue such ==s teacher testing,
using materialiiithe ERIC systern, to irsnicrease awareness
about the diventy of the systern.

5. Preparelwon plans using ideas r-—etrieved from the
ERIC system.

6. Prepareipolicy paper on a contreeoversial subject, such
as merit pay fotachers.

7. Give anml presentation about the_e impact of
educational relim ef{orts such as teache:=r career ladders.

8. Locate shiistics about teacher shoz-xrtages in a particular
state,

topic such as testing

Rcferem:@

EJor ED numbershave been abstraetﬂﬁ and are in the ERIC
azta base, Thejurnal articles should be ===vailable at most
researc llbrarle!. The documents (citaticons with an ED
number) are avilihle on microfiche in E = RIC microfiche
collections at ovr 700 loeations, Documéncats can also be
ordered throughtie ERIC Document Regrproduction Service.
Call (800) 227-312 for price and order int Formation. For a list
of ERIC collectins in your area, or for in=_formation on
submitting doamenis to ERIC, contact tHhe ERIC
Clearinghcuse i Teacher Educatmn Onese Dupont Circle, NW,
Suite 610. Waslington, DC 20036, (202) 2-033.2450.
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