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Durmg the 1'iX3 school year, the State 1)epartment of Education required that all
first, foot th, and eighth wade pupils be ad nimstered the (teorgia Criterion-Referenced
Tests ((t( It In atldi non, the, tenth grade students and all students who had entered the
ninth grade to the 1981-S2 school year and had not passed the Georgia Basic Skills Tests
((dNsT) during the I9S2-83 school year were required to take the GMT in the fall. Those

students not passing the (tliST in the fall were then retested in the spring.

157tt77.7 repsprt, the test results tire presented by grade level for each of the four
group\ beginning with the first greide. It should he noted that the GCRT performance of
the first grade pupils was higher than the state average, and the performances of the
fourth and eighth grade pupils were below the respective state c*rages.

E'F.RF ORMANCE OF THE FIRST GRADE PI MILS ON THE
GIORGIA CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

The initial administratiotte of the newky developed first grade Georgia criterion-
%

Referent ed Tests (G('.UT)ouctirrect daring the spring of 1984. The State Department of
Education requested that the tests be scheduled in April. Since the local administration

of the California Achievement Tests (CAT) was scheduled for the first two weeks of April
and .th spring vac.ition was scheduled for the third week of April, the elementary schools

of It tlanta Awl )Wed two options: (1) Test the first grade pupils with the CAT a week

cal Ion than st fif'duled and use the week prior to the spring break to administer the first

grade (t( E, or (/) administer the CAT as scheduled and administer the first grade GCRT

the veeI: ter spt va( tiun. Neitticr option w,ts Rica! ',nice it meant a choice hetween
r , t 1-4', 1:1,' or t,...ting trr a vacation period. 2\pproximatr-ly one third Of the
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V 1.1 twos the first

e. t:rst 11'S tIO '1,tste'f'c't4 t'.t( h. are

t!, the oiriparison ot hoth reading and mathern.itis

.lrro 4' 1.

r fahle :t ..{n he determined that the percentage of first grade pupils

mast the read LIT ObjeC t IVO') ranged from .1 low of 57 percent mastering 01)jective 4

(rr-ogiii N;t11 St ited -own ideas, details, sequences of events, and cause and

.tt. .} , ) 1 I I I. 1 t if I ') 'it'. t r7 (Setts(' tS ',N t .14 -.111V

-0,t)pari.d with the perforinalir e of t first gr.rdersIto word0.
throgh.tut Cit-orgia, a higher percentage of pupils from APS achieved six of the ten

tives. compared with the itcrformance of the first grade pupils the

(iltritr,ip1ltriti area of 'Atlanta, a higher percentage of first grade pupils from APS
tistalatd tfrt ve.t reatitng oblec ttv,,, the rsawe perceritt%0 mastered two objectives, and ii

St per, enrage mastered (Ice th)fec I ives. 1-4): Objective Profile Report for readipg is

if It Itidt"i. I, Lod.

\IA he pet Of first grade pupil,, mastering the 15 mathrnab:s

on, trout Ai) pr.r.( tfit tti istering ina4ht.miatics Objective 3 (identifies sets of

poiiit-, t t 1 tilir relation'. .1 -id properties) to 92 percent mastering mathematics

\)1)11 . wholo rlitirlhers). The mathein.itics objet tives and percentage of

pupil, 'II t-,t, 11 ,tr« yviif .4ted Ill T,thle 2.'
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A Comparison of the Percentage of Grade I Pupilsn Atlanta Public
(:floojs, Georgia, and the Metro Area Who Achieved Mastery of

the Objectives on the Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests

i Percentage of Grade I Pupils

Objective Number

,

2

3

4
S

6
7

S

9
10

ive Number

2

1

4

I ft

1

(2

Master iii Reading Objectives

Georgia .

72
69
72

Metro
Area

/6
74
/4

____
Atlanta Public

Schools

69
62
(6
57 50 ( 57
74 67 71
75 77 80
80 75 79 /
72 70 73
60 50 57
67 63 67

Percentage of Grade I Pupils
Masti Mathematics Opiectives

Atlanta Public -
Schools Georgi4

Metro
Area

83 82 55
84
60 64 69
73 4 70 76
18 79 81
.92 94 - 93
64 60 65
74

.ei
64 68

/3 75 51

12 69 14

32 3 1 33
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The 1983 revised fourth grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests (kiCRT) was

administered for the first time in the spring of 1984. The new edition of the test

condensed the number of reading objectives from 20 to 11 and the numbitcot mathematics

objectives from 20 to 12. Additional changes involved deleting word-identification skills

objectives and adding problem-solving skills objectives to the reading test.

Overall Performance

A comparison of the mean scale scores of the fourth grade pupils of the Atlanta

Public Schools (AN) from 1981 to 1984 indicated a progressive rise in achievement in

both reading and mathematics. However, there was a rise in state. scores over the period

also. When the mean scale scores of APS pupils were compared with the mean scale

scores for all fourth grade pupils in Georgia for the same period, the state scores were

found to be higher in each skill area each year. The comparison is listed in Table 8.

Reading. The reading objectives and the percentage of APS pupils mastering each

are listed in Table 9. The percentages ranged from a low of 33 percent of the pupils

mastering Reading Objective 4 (recognizes implicitly stated main ideas, details, sequence

of events, and cause and effect relationships) to a high of 65 percent of the pupils

mastering Reading Objective 3 (interprets instructions). Comparing the performance of

114 the Atlanta pupils by objective with the performance of pupils in the metropolitan area

and the overall performance statewide, a lower percentage of Atlanta fourth graders

achieved each reading objective. The comparison is listed in Table 10. The Objective

Profile Report for reading is included in Table 11.

Mathematics. The percentage of fourth grade pupils achieving the mathematics
---

objectives, which are listed in Table 9, ranged from 43 percent who were able to identify

sets of points and their relations and properties (Objet tive 3) to 82 percent who were able

to compute with whole numbers and Ira( Clow, (Objective 1). tiow(wer, when the

per 1(n-form( e of the Atl.lnit.t pupils vv,, compared with the per I ot rh,thLe ,,f 1h the

!;40.!! ./0,.111!.111 Ar 1 111,1 11ff tity./r, .1. t r, the' pc, 1'ret,1;"" '.!1,tift 1,'',11'11,

1111 )1"),If, W41`, `91 I tan( .r for ai [he' ohje, tive Prof 11( Pep, rrt tot

)athi.mo I if ififd in Idhlf /".
r"

i'01 It 1111011 it, t1 1:1
Jr:

t
.. If {f t ff

'iV111'.111-Ir 1111(11 A/A 11)11 hly` 4111 VIII, ;1,r f if "' tt)r ti t/tr 1r,idr



pupils in (;eorgia, five elementary sehNols had the same or a larger percentage of pupils
,s. ,t. .+1))(4 t thc y `t4 tic Jill', ts Ritlfl, 14 ',0,1,

Morningstde, Smith, and West Manor. The listing of schools is indicated in Table 13.

The comparison of the mathematics performance of the fourth graders by elementary
e

schools with the statewide perform anc e, listed in Table 14, indicated that a lard
percentage of fourth graders at Anderson Park, Brandon, East Lake, Garden Hills,
Jackson, Lakewood, Miles, Morningside, Rusk, Smith, and West Manor elementary schools
achieved the mathematics objectives.

Conclusions

Although the reading and mathematics Performance of the fourth grade pupils of the

Atlanta Public Schools continued to rise from 1980 to 1984, the statewide performance

rose also, and the performance levels for the Atlanta pupils fell below the statewide
levels. Each elementary school should examine closely the objectives on which the pupils

were strong and the objectives on which they were weak and then reinforce the fourth
grade instructional program where indicated,

1*

Table 8

Fourth Grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests
Mean Scale Scores for Atlanta Public

Schools and Georgia, 1981-1984

Atlanta Public Schools Georgia
1981 1982 1983 1984 1981 1982 1983 1984

Readiqg

Word Identification 196
Literal Comprehension I 98
Inferential Comprehension 199
Problem Solving N/A

Reading Total

th,rmit `

if4t
f)trip(bilfnt ()peration'.

Pr,o)lf,r1

1,1.1.thrnat 'rot,t1

197

197 198 N/A 206 207 209 N/A
200 201 20% 206 207 211 214
201 205 206 207 208 2.15 211
N/A N/A 206 N/A N/A N/A 212

199 200 207 206 208 211 212

: 'Pi I kff, : 'r .".1/ /J4.' !t { .`,F. .' I

I`Pi 1`)/ I 96 /0J -()1 2,) i 2() 5 21 2
I (Pi 1 9F, I '0, 100 -1f) i fill )0,,, ) I i

I 94 19f, I 'fi, 200>S 20 i 10 i 2"0, ,)1 1



I till, )

Fourth grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests Objectives and the
Percentage of Atlanta Pub Schools Pupils Mastering Each Objective

READING OBJECTIVES

Objective

I. Distinguishe'sbetween. fact and opinion.
2. ^ Recognizes explicitly stated main ideas, details,

sequence of events, and'?"att4e and effect relationships.
3. Interprets instructions.'

Percentage of Pupils
Mastering Obiectives

61

47
65

4. Recognizes implicitly stated main ideas, detail%
sequence of events, and cause and effect relationships. 33

5. Interprets semantic and syntactic relationships. 49
6. Classifies words. 57

7. Matches similar sources. 62
8. Uses reference sources, 39
9. Makes generalizations and draws conclusions. 54

10. Makes predictions and comparisons.
11. Recogni2+s relevance of data.

MATHEMATICS OBJECTIVES

38
49

1. Recognizes different names for whole numbers and fractions. 79
2. Identifies relations and properties of sets. . 61
3. Identifies sets of points and their relations and properties. 43

4. Selects units to measure length, area, volume, weight,
time, and temperature. =4 59

5. Determines amounts of money. 69
6. Applies units to determine length, area, volume, weight,

time, and temperature. 68

1. Computes with whole numbers and fractions.
8. Fsticnates results.
9. 'I I er ts ,ippronriate operations.

r). triple word problems.
)r- ganl data.

11. idterprids dat,t.

A fj

44

l2
4g
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a

A Comparison of the Percentage of Grade 4 Pupils in
Atlanta Public Schools, Georgia, and the Metro Area Who Achieved

Mastery of the Objectives on the Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests

Objective Number

0'

Percentage of Grade 4 Pupils
Mastering Reading Objectives

Atlanta Public
Schools Georgia

Metro'
Area

1

2
3

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

61
47
65
33
49
57
62
39
54
38
49

67
59
79
45
57
63
70
47

.

67
50
61

72
63
82
51

62
67
73
52
70
55
67

Objective Number

Percentage of Grade 4 Pupils
Mastering Mathematics Objectives

Atlanta Public
Schopls Geora

Metro
Area

1 79 83 85
2 , 61 70 75
3 43 55 60
4 59 73 77
5 69 76 ` 77
6 68 79 83
7 82 85 87
8 60 71 IT
9 44 53 57

10 66 73 76
11 72 79 83
12 48 58 63
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TABLE t2 CONT'D.
CODE NO 7610000

OBJECTIVE PROFILt REPORT
PAGE NO 03

FOR ATLANTA CITY

GRADE 4 MATH SPRING 1984

>OBJECTIVE 9 Selects appropriate operations. >OBJECTIVE 10 Solves simple word problems.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (4 OF 5 CORRECT)

GEORGIA
53%

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (4 OF 5 CORRECT)

GEORGIA
71%

METRO METRO
57% 76%

ATLANTA CITY ATLANTA tITY1 44% 66%
OF YOUR 3965 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH

2237. May need instruction selecting the a0propriate operation for a
one step word problem. .

re

,ORJECTIVE II Or data.

tor

OF YOUR, 3965 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH

1687 May need instruction applying the operation of division in a
' simple word problem.

1067 May need instruction applying the operations ofOnddition or
subtraction in a simple word problem.

1259 May need instruction solving word problems with two operations

>08ACTIVE 12 Interprets data

PERCENT4WHILVING OBJECTIVE (4 OF 6 CORRECT) PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE 17 01 10 CORRECT)
GEORGIA GEORGIA

:/4%

WIRD METRO
83%

eiR1

ATIANTA (ATI' ATLANTA CITY
72% 48%

631.

oF YOUR 39G5 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH OF YOUR 3965 STUDENTS T15110 IN MATH

2040 May need instruction selecting the graph, table, or chart which
correr:tiv represents given information.

:21 May need instruction selecting which question to ask for
colieeting information to solve a problem.

a

565 May need instruction interpreting graphs using keys.
2697 May need instruction identifying the likelihood of an outcome
1412 May need instruction interpreting circle graphs
1388 May need instipction interpreting tables or charts.
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TABLE 13

PERCENT OF STUMM S.. ACM VING OBJECTIVES

FOR ATLANTA CITY

GRABE 4 RF ACING 0 SPRING 1984

COME 761

PA6F

ARIA 115110 Tf RAI COMPREHENSION
3

INFFRFNT Tat
( ----- - - 4

COMPREHENSION
7 - - 1 1

P00E11E44
- 13

SOLVING
14

044.)F C I VE NUMBER 2 3 4 5 6 7 8. 9 10 11

ATLANTA CI TV 61 47 65 33 49 57 . 62 39 54 38 49 3456ADAMSVILI I ELFIN 74 59 76 47 84 65 70 47 65 35 59 66ANTHRSON PARK 80 it 74 46 63 69 71 57 66 54 69 15
ARKW171 Gift F I FM 50 50 71 26 40 64 . 50 34 45 31 38 421711414117 111115 75 59 80 44 64 71 7t 53 66 47 53 59RIM Flit I Ft FM 6t 33 59 21 48 57 52 34 49 30 44 61HINIfFN Ft FM 19 48 61 23 39 58 55 26 42 '35 48 31RE TIR/NF f LEM 47 27 52 13 27 35 44 16 35 49 37 62HI AIR Vit t 39 28 50 25 39 39 61 22 42 28 39 36fit Al OCK F4 FM 71 38 58 t7 42 48 67 40 40 17 44 52ROVO TI FM 48 23 1 13 23 38 41 15 15 39* RRANOON 47444 79 69 R7 56 74 71 67 54 71 57 76 68BREWER Ft FM 62 45 76 21 52 34 59 45 59 28 34 29
11111754S5 E it FM 14 32 50 t4 21 36 50 21 32 18 39 2i1CAMPREII fl FM 79 52 76 21 52 09 21 4 1 59 31 45 74CAPITOL VTFW FILM 75 47 69 41 93 47 50 44 47 41 12"CARF Y FIFM 48 ,46 63 40 I I 50 :15 25 48 23 50 32CARTER Et TM 58 40 69 27 40 58 60 47 49 13 53 45
CA SCAM, EI FM 53 57 83 21 57 60 73 5T1 67 37 7
CIIAETAIfOFUIIF1 F L FM 70 74 RS 44 78 78 85 59 78 TO 43 27FVF AND Et FM 67 39 67 36 45 52 71 35 62 37 45 840411147 +If TC;f4TS EI 66 54 76 19 55 67 72 47 64 46 52 6 7
cONNAi t V f t Fm 61 :37 52 24 46 4'3 57 21 37 32 43 61
70111 INT NT AI COt ONV 61 14 62 32 54 411 54 44 S 1 4 4 4t 14(011K Ft foATNtARy 51 40 64 29 35 65 "75 22 41oF 16 42 6',Num; FIIM 76 48 64 31 52 69 52 18 65 18 48 7')
1)AFw E 1 EM A I 4-7 41 16 64 5Ft /F1 42 56 6 t 56
DUTICAR Et FM 74 68 75 54 tt 62 41 54 74 54 54 59
F A';4 t Av.! It FM 6) 78 80 , 62 78 84 85 60 F14 70 /2 SU
F 16)1 Avt F Em 65 40 SR 25 49 69 71 49 60 42 44 55FAIN FIFM 57 21 60 71 31 6'i '72 213 44 21 33 44F4414411 41444 111 26 40 1r, 24 45 40 JR 13 72 26 58
101/6113 Ft4A4 17 25 2S a 50 25 3.4 0 42 25 50 12
54420IN 11111 5 /1414 57 61 89 57 66 pcs 64 60 64 66 50
5104 f1f14 14 57 '12 5t 6) 65 l7 37 65 542 6 1 R
60111)1114 411M
fa/Mil t RPM 11114

)3-,

4)
62
4'4

-76

130
16
14

59
4 1

66
56

79
54

52
12

76
52

45
45

62
54 6`,

1:14114 1111A 66 49 56 72 14 47 64 27 47 22 26 42
i1APP1*". 44 31 50 25 26 42 44 /5 50 19 14,
1440w111 II 1M

f I I 14

6 ,
80

57
10

an
42

20
48

54
71

59
59

5 1
68

19
54

57.
70

40
57

48
66 44Isomr pimp 111118 /6 41 459 F, 75 75 59 24 71 24 74 11MP( I t f 44 4) .144,1 42 20 2 7 .16 66 22 36 22 47 45WIWI! FIFM AR 24 48 17 75 16 45 21 36 t 2

FRIPF PI fit' PA 11 34 64 11 49 11 91 74 69 14 61 15
1/11041,/11/ I P 16 44 56 24 42 56 54 16 31 18 44 45
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TABLE 13 CONVID.

PEPC1Nr or STUDENTS ACHIEVING OBJECT EVES

FOR ATLANTA CITY

GRADE 4 READING SPRING 1984

A

CODE 7n t

140F 7

AREA FISTED 1 t ERA( COMPREHENSION INF fRINT IAL COMPREHENSION PROBLEM SOI VING
C. - 4 T - ) ( 8 11 - -

OBJECTIVE NIIIKETER 1 2
3'

4 5 6 7 8 9 .1(3 11.

% X X ax x X X x' X X
t-sur (141 PV;t1T4 FL F at R 1 59 76 35 97 Be 59 46 57 46 62 11* JACKSON Ft FM 99 70 94 70 81 R1 91 66 77 74 87 4'T
.JONES Elf M 58 44 54 33 25 58 63 35 46 40 38 48
K1MR11:41 Y FIE fl 54 36 65 23 42 40 48 26 40 32 38 91
K PK W000 F r m 38 58 23 50 48 654 27 46 35 42 76.

AKE WOOD Et FM R1 39 81 25 44 78 72 ' 53 63 28 63 12IN El EM 76 46 68 27 51 54 61 39 59 51 54 41MC'rItt rt. fit 33 23 54 10 i1 51 46 28 38 21 31 39MEW; Et M 82 83 79 46 74 79 '68 .81 70 61 80 57..
CHF t t F cif M 52 38 55 28 41 48 48 31 82 34 48 79

* MOONING% 111E EIRM 88 75 88 95 94 84 83 72 80 73 81 15
F THORPE FIfM 67 89 94 47 63 59 71 55 73 43 67 31

PERKERSON FTfW 76 19 31 11 15 10 44 22 33 11 22 21
PETERSON El FM 72 47 72 39 51 61 72 47 58 39 58 16

00
t

P131ION FOREST El FM
PVT IS EWA

92
77

71
57

71
79

57
32

59
57

77.
57

72
68

60
28

71
51

54
34

48
5-3

65
41

RAGSDAt f EIEM 99 50 71 19 66 71 R2 47 58 42 45 19..
RIVERS F1 FM 66, 88 92 62 64 70 R4 56 74 57 69 61
RUSK (161 76 63 66 39 66 11 69 49 61 51 63 41
*WWI 11114 59 85, 33 49 52 59 1-1 :so 13 63 71
SLATER ft FM 53 38 57 23 36 60 5 / 31 41 30 31 70
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PERFORMANCE OF THE EIGHTH GRADE, PUPILS ON THE
GEORGIA CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

The -eighth grade pupils in the middle and high schools were administered the 1982

revision of the eighth grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests (GCRT) in March .1984.

it was the second yer this edition of the test was used.

Overall Performance

The GCRT performance of the eighth grade pupils of the Atlanta Public SchOols
(APS) imszrovecl each year from OM, to 1984, based on the comparison of the mean scale

scores which are indicated in Table '15. However, there was improvement each year in the

state scores, and the level of performance of APS pupils remained below the mean

performance levels of eighth graders throughout the state of Georgia.

Reading. The eighth grade reading objectives and the percentage of pupils mastering

each objective are listed in Table 16. The range of pupils mastering the objectives was

33 percent mastering Reading Objective 4 (implicitly stated main ideas, details, sequence

of events, and cause and effect relationships) to 76 percent mastering, Reading
Objective 6 (interprets -figurative language). Compared with the performance of pupils in
the metropolitan area and throughout Georgit a smaller percentage of APS eighth
graders mastered each objective. The comparison is indicated in Tables 17. The

Objective Profile Report for reading is included in Table .18.

Mathematics. The percentage of pupils mastering each mathematics objective
Tilltranged from /;1 percent to 75 percent. jectire on Which the least number of pupils

demonstrated mastery wa'S Mathematics Obj tiye"-4-, which was to identify relations and

prdperties of sets of points. The highest percentage of mastery was on Mathematics
Objective 10 (organizes data). Again, alower percentage of, Atlanta pupils mastered each

objective when comparing their performance with the performance of pupils in

metropolitan Atlanta and throughout the state. (The data are listed in Tables 17.) The

Objective Profile Report for mathematics is listed in Table 19.

Performance bLSchool. The percentage of eighth grade pupils mastering the reading

objectives by school are listed in Table 20. No school exceeded the state performance

levels on all the objectives. Ilowever, the percentage of Sutton Middle School pupils
rnastering the reading objectives was higher than that of the state on a11-but Objective 9

(to make generalizations and draw conclusions).

-31-
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No school performed at or above the state performance levels in all the mathematics

objectives. However, Sutton again demonstrated the highest performance by having the

same or a higher percentage of the pupils master 8 of the 11 mathematics objectives. The

percent of pupils mastering the mathematics objectives by school is listed in Table 21.

1

Conclusions

The performance levels of the eighth grade students of APS were below the state

-levels. The objectives should be analyzed by school in order to improve the basic
instruction, where indicated, and prepare pupils for the tenth grade Basic Skills Tests.

The reading and mathematics objectives for the eighth grade listed in Table 16 and the

reading and mathematics clusters of the Basic Skills Tests listed in Table 22 are similar.

The eighth grade GCRT results for individual students should be used in planning their
iX4ninth grade instruction in language arts and mathematics.

Table 15

Eighth Grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests
Mean Scale Scores for Atlanta Public

Schools and Georgia, 1981-1984 (

Read in

Atlanta Public Schools Georgia
1981 1982 1983 1984 1981 1982 1983 -1941k,_

Word Identification , 191 193 N/A N/A - - N/A N/A
Literal Comprehension 188 190 197 199 199 201 207 209
Inferential Comprehension 191 193 193 193 N/A N/A 204 204
Problem Solving N/A N/A 1

/3
194 N/A N/A 204 206

Reading Total 190 192 1 5 195 200 201 204 206

Mathematics

Concept Identification 192 193 196 197 202' 204 206 208

Component Operations 192 193 196 197 202 203 206 208
Problem Solving 191 192 196 197 201 202 206 208

Mathematics Total 191 192 196 197 202 203 206 208

-32-
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Table 16

Eighth Grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests Objectives and the
Percentage of Atlanta Public Schools Pupils Mastering Each Objective

Objective

READING OBJECTIVES

Literal Comprehension
1. Distinguishes between fact and opinion.
2. Recognizes explicitly stated main ideas, details,

sequence of events, and cause and effect relationships.
3. Interprets instructions.

Inferential C rehension
4. Rec nizes implicitly stated main ideas, details,

s uence of events, and cause and effect relationships. 33
nterprets word meanings and patterns of language. 48

. Interprets figurative language. 76
7. Recognizes propaganda techniques. 58

Problem Solving,
8. Uses reference sources. 36
9. Makes generalizations and draws conclusions. 65

10. Makes predictions and comparisons. 40
11. Recognizes relevance of data. 66

4

Percentage of Pupils
Mastering Objectives

63

35
37

MATHEMATICS OVECTIVES

Concept Identification
1. Translate forms of rational numbers. 51

2. Identifies relations of numbers, properties of numberS,
and properties of operations. 49

3. Selects customary or metric units to measure length,
area, volume, weight, time, and temperature. 44

4. Identifies relations and properties of sets of points. 41

5. Determines probabilities. 75

Component. Operations
6. Computes with whole numbers, fractions, decimals, and

percents. 60
7. Applies formulas or units of measurement to determine

length, area, volume, weight, time, temperature, and
determines amounts of money. 44

8. Selects appropriate operations for a given problem
situation and the reverse. 51

Problem Solving
9. Solves word problems.

10. Organizes data. 49

11. Interprets data which has been organized. 56

12. Estimates results. 69

4



1 Table 17

A Comparison of the Percentage of Grade 8 Pupils in
Atlanta Public Schools, Georgia, and the Metro Area Who Achieved

Mastery of the Objectives on the Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests

Objective Number

Percentage of Grade 8 Pupils
Mastering Reading Objectives

Atlanta Public
Schools Georgia

Metro
Area

1 63 80 87
2 35 57 60
3 37 54 58
4 33 58 62
5 '48 68 71
6 - 76 90 90
7

-
58 76 79

8 36 57 62
9 65 84 85

10 40 61 62
11 66 85 86

Objective Number

A

Percentage of Grade 8 Pupils
Mastering Mathematics Objectives

Atlanta Public
Schools Georgia

Metro
Area

1 51 76 77
2 49 i 74 76
3 44 72 74
4 41 67 71

5 75 89 89
6 60. 82 82
7 . 44. 72 74
8 51 75 77
9 49 73 76

10 72 87 88
11 56 75 76
12 69 82 87

4
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TABLE 18

OBJECTIVE ROFILE REPORT

FOR ATLANT C TY

GRADE 8 READING SPRING01984

>OBJECTIVE 1 Distinguishes between fact and opinion.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (5 OF 7 CORRECT).

GEORGIA

METRO

ATLANTA CITY

80%

6 ********* 6/6,6******84%

**g3%

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING

2632 May need help recognizing statements of opinion in typical
textbook material.

2409 May need help recognizing signal words in statements of
opinion.

>0134iCTIVE Interprets Instructions.

t

. PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (9 OF 11 CORRECT)

f' G EORGIA

METRO

54%

SR%

ATIANTA CITY
37%

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING

2695 May need practice completing Forms.
3198 May need practice interpreting instructions presented in aparagraph

>OBJECTIVE

1r-

CODE NO 7610000

PAGE NO '01

Recognizes explicitly stated main ideas. details,
sequende of events and cause and effect
relationships.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJEtTIVE (16 OF 18 CORRECT)

GEORGIA'',
* ****** *********** ****** 57% .

METRO: 7

60%

11,

ATLANTA CITY
******.....**..****35%

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING.

3463 May need practice ordering events presented in a passage.4645 May
a
need
pass

additional instruction recognizing details stated
In age.

2663 May need help developing a concept of cause and effect. In
addition. the student may need instruction recognizing
relational words such as because or since that signal cause endeffect.

538 May need practice Identifying the main idea or purpose of a
passage.

>OBJECTIVE 4 Recognizes Implicitly stated main ideas, details.
sequence of events and cause and effect
relationships. -

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (18 OF 22 CORRECT)

GEORGIA

MET RD

ATLANTA CITY

58%

62%

33%

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING

3374 May need instruction in Identifying a main idea
when it is not directly stated.

2319 May need instruction inferring derails.
3332 May need instruction in orderihg events when no

stated.
2638 May need help developing a concept of cause and

signal words are not stated.

C4-

or purpose

sequence is

effect when
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TABLE 18 coNrD.

OBJECTIVE PROFILE REPORT

FOR ATLANTA'CITY

GRADE 8 READING SPRING 1984 ...

CODE NO 7610000

PAGE NO 02

> OBJECTIVE 5 Interprets word meanings and patterns.of language. >OBJECTIVE 6 Interprets figurative language.

\\
PERCENT ACHIEN(ING OBJECTIVE (6 OF 7 CORRECT)

GEORGIA
68%

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE,(4 OF 7 CORRECT)

GEORGIA

METRO METRO
71% 4. 90%

ATLANTA CITY ATLANTA CITY
48% 76%

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING

3728 May need practice using context to determine The meaning of
words.

>OBJECTIVE 7 Recognizes propaganda techniques.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (5 OF 7 CORRECT)

GEORGIA GEORGIA
76%

"4>

>OBJECTIVE 8 Uses reference sources.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (10 OF ii CORRECT)

METRO

ATLANTA CITY
58%

57%

METRO
79% 62%

ATLANTA 'b?TY
36%

OF YOUR 5419 STVDENTS TESTED IN READING

3454 May need experience using a variety of reference resou ces.

OF YOUR !419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING

2283 May need experience in recognizing an underlying intent to
persuade.
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TABLE 18 coNro.

OBJECTIVE PROFILE REPORT

FOR ATLANTA.CITY

GRADE 8. READING SPRING 1984

> OBJECTIVE 9 Makes generalizations and draws conclusions.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBaiCTIVE (7 OF\ 11 CORRECT)

GEORGIA
********** ********** ***** ft ******** *******64%

METRO

CODE NO 7610000

PAGE NO 03

>OBJECTIVE 10 Makes predictionsand comparisons.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (11 OF 12 CORRECT)

GEORGIA

METRO
85% 62%

ATLANTA CITY ATLANTA CITY
65% * ***** **e 40%

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READI OF YOUR 9419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING
3235 May need instruction in making generals ations. 1829 May need instruction in making comparisons.2541 May need instruction in drawing conclus s. 1552 May need practice in making predictions.

>OBJECTIVE 11 Recognizes relevance of data.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (4 OF 7 CORRECT)

GEORGIA

METRO

ATLANTA CITY

85%

86%

66%

OF YOUR 5419 STUDENTS TESTED IN READING

1830 May need practice distinguishing relevant from irrelevant
informationormation for a given situation.

68
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TABLE 19
OBJECTIVE PROFILE REPORT

FOR ATLANTA.CITY

GRADE 8 MATH .

>OBJECTIVE 1 Translates forms of rational numbers.

1$ PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (5 OF 9 CORRECT)

GE,ORGIA
so, ************

METRO
*************** *****

ATLANTA CITY*****
OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTER IN MATH

949 May need help translating fractions to percents or the
reverse.

1136 May need help translating words to numerals or the reverse.
1557 May need help translating decimals to percents or the

reverse.
2428 May need help translating fractions to decimals or the.

revevie.

'OBJECTIVE 3 Selects customary or metric units to measure
length. area, volume, weight. time and
temperature.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (7 OF 10 CORRECT)

GEORGIA

METRO

72%

ATIANiA CITY

74%

44%

OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH

324 May need help selecting units to measure length.
1358 May need help selecting units to measure volume.
1381 May need help %electing units to measure area
1433 May need help selecting units to measure weigh10

69

SPRING 1984

CODE NO 7610000

PAGE NO 01

>OBJECTIVE 2 Identifies relations of numbers, properties' of
numbers and properties of operations.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (6 OF 12 CORRECT)

GEORGIA
*****

METRO
***** ********* ***** .75%

ATLANTA CITY
*****

OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTW IN MATH

3995 May need help ordering fractions. decimals or percents$
2462 May need help applying relations of numbers such as ratio

and proportion.

>OBJECTIVE 4 Identifies relations and properties of sets of
points.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (9 OF 14 CORRECT)

GEORGIA

METRO

67%

ATLANTA.CITY

71%

41%

OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH

3777 May need help identifying geometrfc,relations such as
parallel and perpendicular.

1664 May need help applying geometric propertie% such as number
of degrees or the effects of slides, flips, or turns of figure

3314 May need help identifying plane or solid figures.

L

'70
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>OBJECTIVE 5 Determines probabilities.

TABLE 19 CONT'D.

OBJECTIVE PROFILE REPORT

FOR ATLANTA CITY

GRADE 8 MATH SPRING 1984

CODE NO 761.0000

PAGE NO 02

>OBJECTIVE, 6 Computes with whole numbers, fractiens, decimals
and percents.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE 0 OF 4 CORRECT)
PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (9 OF 18 CORRECT)

GEORGIA
***** *4.4,0** *********** 4t4.**** ******** ********89%

METRO
mom *************** 4,41A

ATLANTA CITY

GEORGIA
******************************* ******* 82%

METRO
89%

82%

ATLANTA CITY75%
60%

OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH
1346 May need additional instruction in determining probability.

4

>OBJECTIVE 7 Applies Formulas or units of measurement to
determine length, area, volume, weight, time.
temperature and determines amounts of money.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (11 OF 23 CORRECT)

4896 May need additional instruction in computing with percents.4438 May need additional instruction in computing with decimsla.
4083 May need additional instruction in computing with fractions.
2181 May need additional instruction In computing with wholenueberS.

'OBJECTIVE 8 Sigetts appropriate operations for a given problem
s uation and the rewerse.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (4 OF 8 CORRECT)

Pk
GEORGIA GEORGIA

72%
75%

METRO
METRO

74%

ATLANTA Cl iv
ATLANTA CITY44%

5f%
OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH Of YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH

77%

4028 M eed help recalling and/or applying standard and 4405 May need help selecting a problem situation for a givenstandard formulas.
mathematical expression.358 y need additional Instruction in counting money or making 1229 May need help selecting a mathematic:al equession fur achange

1 . given problem situation.4945 May need additional instruction In determining length.
4726 May need additional instruction in determining volume
4689 May need additional instruction in determining weight.

Mit
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TABLE 19 CONTD.

OBJECTIVE PROFILE REPORT

FOR ATLANTA CITY

GRADE 8 MATH SPRING 1984

>OBJECTIVE 9 Solves word problems. >OBJECTIVE 10 Organizes data.

0
PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE.(5 OF 9 CORRECT)

GEORGIA

CODE NO 7610000

PAGE NO 03

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (3 OF 6 CORRECT)

GEORGIA
73% 87%

METRO METRO
76%. 88%

ATLANTA CITY ATLANTA CITY
49%- 72%

OF YOOR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH OF YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH

2751 Need practice solving problems involving more than one
operation or step.

4657 Need additional instruction in organizing data into tables.
charts, graphs and diagrams.

3216 Need help identifying information necessary to solve a
problem.

>OBJECTIVE II Interprets data which has been organized. >OBJECTIVE 12 Estimates results.

PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (5 OF 8 CORRECT) PERCENT ACHIEVING OBJECTIVE (2 OF 4 CORRECT)

GEORGIA GEORGIA
75% 87%

METRO METRO
76%

AllANTA (:IfY
56%

(Jr YOUR 5427 STUDENTS TESTED IN MATH
V

4653 May
jmade
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3146 May need additional practice in using estimation to solve
problems.
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PERCENT OF STUDENTS ACHIEVING OBJEN4 vI S
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GEORGIA BASIC SKILLS TESTS PERFORMANCE

The Georgia Basic Skills Tests (GBST) was designed to measure achievement in

reading, mathematics, and problem solving. A passing score on the GBST is a state
requirement for graduation with a diploma for all pupils, beginning with those pupils who

entered the ninth grade in the 1981-82 school year. (A detailed analysis of the GBST

results is included in Report No. 18-3, 7/84, entitled Georgia Basic Skills Tests, 1983-84

which can be obtained from the Di Vision of Research, Evaluation, and Data Processing.)

Overall Performance

After administering the GBST in the fall and again in the spring to those identified
students who did not receive a passing score on both the reading and mathematics tests,

91 percent of the regular tenth grade pupils passed the reading test, and 85 percent passed

the mathematics test. When special education and English as a Second Language (ESL)

students were included, the percentage of tenth graders passing was 88 percent in reading

and 83 percent in mathematics.

After the spring testing period, 96 percent of the regular eleventh grade pupils passed

the reading test, and 95 percent passed the mathematics test. The percentage of eleventh

graders passing was 95 percent for reading and 93 percent for mathematics when special

education and ESL pupils were included.

The list of skills measured by the GBST is reported in Table 22.. The skills are
similar, and in some cases identical, though at a higher level of difficulty, to the skills
measured on the eighth grade Georgia Criterion-Referenced Tests.

Conclusions

Mastery of certain basic skills is required for graduation from high school with a
diploma. The GBST measures the skills which are introduced, not at the high school evel,

but at the primary level. The skills assessed at the /(irst, fourth, eighth, and tenth gr des

form a continuum. The key to mastery of the skills of the GBST is not remediation, whi h

is necessary for some students currently, but careful attention to the objectives asses

at the early grade levels and the use of the test data in instructional planring.



Table 22

Basic Skills Test Skill Clusters

READING CLUSTERS

Literal Comprehension
I . The student distinguishes between fact and opinion.

2. The student recognizes explicitly stated main ideas, details, sequences of events, and cause and effect felationships.

3. Thltudent interprets instructions.

Inferential Comprehension
4. The student recogniths implicitly stated main ideas, details, sequences of event% and cause and effect relationships.

S. The student interprets semantic relationships.

6. The student interprets figurative language.

7. The student recognizes propaganda techniques.

Problem Solving

8. The student locates information in reference materials.

9. The student makes generalizations' and draws conclusions.

1'). The student makes predictions and comparisons.

I I. The student recognizes relevance of data.

12. The student recognizes appropriate reference sources.

MATHEMATICS CLUSTERS

Concept Identification
I. The student translates numerical forms of rational numbers.

2. The student orders fractions, decimalstorpercents.

3. The student identifies customary or metric units to measure length, area, weight, time, and temperature.
4. The student identifies sets of points using standard names or Cartesian coordinates.

5. The student identifies geometric relationsand properties.

Component Operations
6. The student applies formulas and proportions.

The student computes with whole numbers= fractions, decimals, and percents.

I 5

S. The student determine amounts of money.

9. The student applies customary or metric units of measurement to determine length,_ area, volume, weight, time, andtemperature.

Solv.ng

11. Pie student estimates results using rounded numbers with or without .inits ineasurnent.
t. the %tArlent s.ete4 is .pproprtate oa7r

12. The st.i<tent %ONE'S Simple WOrd.prOht

'1 I. The stirtent org.uwes data into tabtesicharts and graphs.

i 4. Tice student inter2rets_iata which has been organized.
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