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Introduction

This bibliography has been compiled with the purpose of identifying published and unpublished literature, from both the island and the United States,
regarding the migrant population that has returned to Puerto Rico.
Although a considerable body of literature exists about Puerto Rican
migration, this search did not attempt to identify and describe the entire
Instead, it sought to deal only
body of materials available on this subject.
with works directly examining the return flow of Puerto Rican migration to the
island, and those which, even though they deal with the larger question of
For example, the
migration, provide facts and insights into this return flow.
search conducted in the data base of the Smithsonian Science Information Exchange yielded 71 referencesto studies about Puerto Ricans, but only three of
Thus, although
those specifically touched on the subject of return migration.
a body of literature much larger than the one listed here was taken into consideration, only works found to deal specifically with the subject at hand
were listed.
Because of the paucity of easily accessible materials on the return
flow, it was decided early on that it would be useful to try to identify ongoing or planned research that might lead to publications in the future.
Doing this would, at the same time, provide an opportunity for networking
among those interested in the question of the return flow of Puerto Rican
Precisely for this reason, the appendix offers a list of names
migration.
and addresses of individuals and groups who were identified in this process
as either working directly on the subject or interested in keeping informed
of what is happening in this field.
Annotated
I.
The compiled material has been divided.into two sections:
articles,
documents,
doctoral
dissertations,
Bibliography containing books, journal
journalistic accounts, and a few unpublished materials that were identified.
II. Research Inventory, which provides information on research that has been completed, or is in progress or planned. The Appendix includes an author index and
the resource list already mentioned.

Sources used

This compilation is based on a combination of manual and computerized
Besides the catalog of the Library of Congress, the catalogs of
searches.
the Centro de Estudios Puertorriquehos at the City University of New York, and
of the libraries of the University of Puerto Rico's Social Science Research
Center and of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Planning Board, were checked
Additionally, computerized searches were requested
for relevant entries.
from Datrix II, the search and retrieval service provided by University
Microfilms International to locate and abstract dissertations and theses;
ERIC Clearinghouse on Urban Education; National Clearinghouse for Mental
National Clearinghouse on Bilingual Education; and
Health Information;
the Smithsonian Science Information Exchange.

A brief questionnaire,intended to elicit information on research that
has been completed, is in progress or is planned, was mailed to more than
80 individuals and institutions in Puerto Rico and the United States with
an interest in the subject of Puerto Rican migration.

During the information gathering period, the area of masters' theses done
However, this area was later identified at
in Puerto Rico eluded the compiler.
the time of reviewing the initial draft of this document. At the University of
have
Puerto Rico's School of Education, in particular, numerous dissertations
been devoted to the subject of the returned migration. These theses have now beeh
but, since copies are not readily available
identified and listed in Section I.D.
in the United States, no annotations have been included. It is suggested,howevqr,
that anyone wishing to consult a particular thesis should write to the Librarian
of the respective University of Puerto Rico Graduate Department inquiring how to
obtain a photocopy.

Some general observations on the literature

An analysis of the uncovered literature and research reveals certain
facts and trends:
-- The return flow of Puerto Rican migrants is not an entirely new phenomenon (see, especially, 1.6 and 1.17) 1/, yet it only seems to become a widely
accepted fact in the 1970s and '80s.
-- Considerable attention has been paid to the analysis of motivational
factors for the return flow 0.1; 1.5; 1.10; 1.26; 1.27; demographic change and
characteristics (1.2; 1.5; 1.6; 1.14; 1,18; II.14),and labor force characteristics
and mobility (1.16; 1.19; 11.8, II.11), but the need to improve data collection
and analysis is stressed in several works (1.5; 1-12; 1.14), and an increase is
seen in the use o-c a Marxist framework for the analysis of migratory flows (1-3;
1.7; 1.9; II.11).

-- Problems encountered by
language difficulties and questions
been the subject of much discussion
1.30; 1.31), but,until recently, of
11.7; 11.9; 11.10; 11.15).

returned migrants, many of them centered on
of cultural adjustment and,Teinsertion, have
(I.1; 1.4; 1.10; 1.21; I.2,2; 1.26; 1.28; 1.29;
relatively little hard research (1.20; 11-2;

-- Increasing attention is being accorded to the self-identity and seTfconcept of returned migrant students and adolescents (1.11; 1.22; 1.33; 11.4;
11.9; II.10), as well as to the question of school adjustment or rejection (1.22;
11.12).

-- Other items of special interest to education planners and policy
makers are figures and perceptions on the turnover of school-age children to the
island (1.17; 1.25; 1.26); a survey of the inservice needs of language teachers
of returned migrant youths (II.2); and a preliminary agenda for further research
(1.13).

-- The benefits to Puerto Rico of the returned migrants, in terms of
improvement of human capital, the potential upgrading of occupational skills, arid
as a mechanism for technological transfer, havereceived scant attention (1.1;
1.10; 1.21; 1.23).

1/Numbers in parentheses refer to entry numbers.
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-- Two new topics have been inserted recently in the discussion: the
"re-return" of migrants to the United States due to disenchantment with the
island (1.1, 11.13), and some political implications of the return flow (I.32)..
Implicit in the growing body of literature and research that is evident
in this compilation is an acknowledgment of the fact that returned migration
poses a serious challenge to poli.cy makers and educational practitioners. However,
there still seems to be widespread uncertainty about formulating policies that
will respond effectively and creatively to a serious human dilemma.
Although some
of the materials reviewed advance some action and policy recommendations, it has
been impossible to locate a single official document that outlines a research
agenda, or which suggests a wide range of short- and long-term policy options to
deal with the multiple problems and opportunities presented by the increasing numbers of Puerto Ricans who are returning to their native land.

A note on statistical data sources about returned migration
The best known and most widely used statistical series on Puerto Rican
migration has been the Pas-senger Movement Data series, which since 1940 has reported all civilian passengers entering or leaving Puerto Rico'in commercial
transit.
Compiled by the Puerto Rico Ports Authority and then submitted to the
Puerto Rico Planning Board for analysis, the series is simply a body count offering no- additional i-nformation on the characteristics of the persons counted.
It has been estimated that, taken over a sufficiently long period of time, most
tourist and vacation figures in fhis series are cancelled out, thus leaving
reasonably reliable numbers on the net migration.
However, Planning Board Consultant Steven Zell has pointed out that "there
is no dynamic, continuous up-to-date body of data on the characteristics of persons entering and leaving Puerto Rico. For a country which logically appears to
have'sa.many facets of its existence closely tied to the fluctuating migrational
streams, there is literally no way to ascertain with any certainty just what
the nature of those connections might be and just when and how they might occur.2/
Zell has repeatedly urged, not simply a passenger movement count, but an inclusive
population study of all air travelers making it mandatory for the airlines to administer a questionnaire in flight to all air passengers arriving and leaving
Puerto Rico, including questions on age, sex, residence, education, occupation,
and other aspects.
From 1957 to 1964, a Ramp Survey was conducted at the airport in San
Juan to obtain information on place of residence, place of birth, age, sex, occupation, employment, educational level and purpose of travel. The survey, which
resulted in periodic statistical reports titled Characteristics of Passengers
Who Traveled by Air Between Puerto Rico and the United States, was discontinued
As this is
in 1964 because of methodological and administrative deficiencies.
being written, a new effort has been undertaken in Puerto Rico to administer systematically an extensive questionnaire along similar lines to a sample of passengers arriving and leaving San Juan airport, an effort that will be carried out
by specially trained interviewers.

2/ "Puerto Rican Data Sources for the Study of Migration,"
Rican Migration and Migrants, 1973.
Mimeo.

Conference on Puerto
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For many years:the Commonwealth Department of Labor has conducted a
Since approxiHousehold Survey, designed to derive statistics on unemployment.
mately 1963, the Puerto Rico Planning Board has appended to each April-May survey
a brief questionnaire, designed specifically to gather information on migrants,
which is known in the island as the Encuesta de Inmigraci6n (Immigration Survey).
In 1972, the Commonwealth Planning Board extracted nearly 6,000 names and addresses
from the Labor Department sample, from which a subsample of returned migrants was
Through a Planning Board contract with the Social Science Research
then obtained.
Center at the University of Puerto Rico, a questionaire limited to motivational
probing, known as the Return Migrant Re-Interviews, was administered to this group.3/
Another statistical data source of Puerto Rican migration information is
the Social
Security Data Tape, which was extracted from the Longitudinal Employee
This file is
Employer Data (LEED) file of the Social Security Administration.

derived from the continuous work history sample of the SSA for the period 1957
In 1957, one percent of those employed in covered jobs were
through 1968.
placed in the file and followed through 1968, thus providing a longitudinal
The Puerto Rico tape contains the entire records of
data source on migration.
all those who had ever worked in Puerto Rico during the time they were in the
file, including any time spent in the U.S. in a job covered by Social Security.
This data tape has become an important source for the analysis of mobility patterns, both within the island and between Puerto Rico and the United States.
The Census of Puerto Rico has been used extensively also for the analysis
of migration flows between Puerto Rico and the United States.4/ It is expected
that, because of the more detailed questions on mobility, employment and language in the 1980 questionnaire, the tapes from the 1980 Census will provide a
wealth of data to examine the characteristics of persons returning to Puerto Rico
after living in the United States and of persons who, born in the U.S. of Puerto
Rican parents, have moved to Puerto Rico. These series will not only provide the
more familiar range of demographic characteristics, but will make it possible to
determine the level of education, labor force status, field of vocational training
and other important questions regarding migration.

Although great efforts were made to provide as comprehensive a compilation
as possible, involuntary omissions are certainly possible and the compiler would

3_/ See Celia Fernandez de Cintrón and Pedro A. Vales, Social Dynamics of Return Migration to Puerto Rico, 1975.

4/ see, especially, José Hernandez Alvarez, Return Migration to Puerto Rico, 1967,
and Am6rico Badillo-Veiga et al., "A Note on Return Migration to Puerto Rico, 1970,"
1975.
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appreciate receiving information regarding other materials available on the sub-,,
It should be pointed out also thatoinclusion in the bibliography does not
ject.
Finally, although the compilation has been supported by funds
imply endorsement.
from the National Institute of Education, the findings and observations herein
contained are the sole responsibility of the compiler and they do not necessarily
reflect the views of the NIE.

Paquita Viva

Washington, D.C.
June 30, 1982
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
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A.

1.1.

BOOKS,,JOURNAL ARTICLES AND PRIKED DOCUMENTS

Ashton, Guy T., "The Return and Re-Return of Long-Term Puerto Rican
A Selective Rural-Urban Sample," Revista/Review
Migrants:
Interamericana, Vol. X, No. 1, Spring 1980, pp. 27-45.
This paper views a group (399) of long-term migrants (8 years
or more) who have at least marginally profited by their exposure to
modernizing forces and acculturation to the U.S. mainland socioeconomic system prior to return to Pue'rto Rico. Migrants return with a
'revolution of rising expectations' and hope to continue upward mobility
People
and develop to a greater extent their Puerto Rican identity.
are largely attracted back to the island for familistic, economic
Problems encountered by returnees
(employment), and patriotic reasons.
first are language difficulties, followed by
follow a continuum:
cultural adjustment problems, which lead to rejection by natives,
that in turn extend to difficulties in schools and the job sphere,
and finally end up with disenchantment with poor physical and social
Thirty-eight percent of the sample, largely young and
services.
urban persons, indicate they wish to return permanently to the continental U.S. where they feel there are greater work opportunities,
cultural environments more acceptable to their value structure,
However, the majority (2 of 3)
and better educational institutions.
of lona-term return migrants will stay in Puerto Rico and, because
of their overwhelming working and middle class status, are contrib(Author's abstv'act)
uting positively to progress in tne island.

1.2.

Badillo-Veiga, Am6rico, John J. Macisco, Jr., Kyonghee Min, and
Mary G. Powers, "A Note on Returh Migration to Puerto
Reprinted from the 1975 Social Statistics
Rico, 1970."
Section, Proceeaings of the American Statistical Association, pp.289-294. Refs., tables
Based on a larger study (See entry No. 11-8) which examines
the relationship between migration and labor force characteristics
of the Puerto Rican population in New York and Puerto Rico, this
paper examines the extent of return migration to Puerto Rico using
data from the 1970 Census.
It presents a description of the return migration and-the characteristics of the migrants based on the
traditional five-year _fixed interval question in the Census form
and the question asked for the first time in 1970 as to whether they
had resided in the U.S. for six months or more between 1965 and 1970.
Those who did were asked also the year they returned to Puerto Rico,
and how long they had stayed in the U.S.

The sample revealed that "this is a return migration of young
and, primarily, poorly educated persons," with 40 percent of them
between the ages of 20 and 34 and with less than nine years of
education.

10

3.

1.3.

Bonilla, Frank, and Hector Colon Jordan. Puerto Rican Return Migration
in the '70s. .New York, Centro de Estudios Puertorriquenos, City
(Centro Working
6 p. refs.
University of New York, 1979.
Reprinted from Migration Today, Vol. VII, No. 2,
Papers, 2).
April 1979..
Bonilla serves as Executive Director and colOn Jordan, as research
associate at the C6ntro de Estudios Puertorr,iquehos, City University of
New York.
to Rico,
The athors conclude that the return of migrants tb P
long hisparticularly in the 1970s, "springs from the sedimantation o
torical process, a prolonged circulation of workers, a changing structure
of control, and an advanced' domination and absorption... Return also signals an extended crisis manifest in its-more acute form in the weak sectors
of the metropolitan job market and the financially threatened cities where
most Puerto Ricans are emOloyed and live." The question, in their opi-nion, is not one of "how We can be regrouped, redeployed' or resocialized'to
accommodate capital but rather how the active main trends of our time situate Puerto-Ricans to take a unified and principled role in resisting
1
oppression wherever they find themselves."

1.4.

Carrasquillo, Angela, and Ceferino Carrasquillo. The Neorican:
New York, Ediciones Puerto Ricb/de
Unwelcomed in Two Worlds.
Autores Nuevos (429 white Plains Rd., Bronx, N. Y. 10473),1
c. 1979. 16p. Tables, bibl.

A brief essay on causes and effects of the Puerto Rican migration
In the author's opinion, Spanish
with emphasis on the language question.
has been considered a key to the survival of the island's' personality,
and because returning students tend to place a high value on English
and use it as their primary medium of communication, "Puerto Rican
islanders see those mainland,students as those who will bring the English
language back to the Puerto Rican educational system." As a result,
"the mainland-born youth is seen as a cultural agressor."

1.5.

Fernandez de CintrOn, Celia and Pedro A. Vales. Social Dynamics of
Rev. ed., Rio Piedras, P.R.,
Return Migration to Puerto Rico
Centro de Investigaciones Sociales, 1975. 84p. Tables, bibl.,
refs.

Dr. Fernandez de Cintrôn is a Psychologist and Research Associate,
Social Science Research Center of the University of Puerto Rico, and
Dr. Vales, a sociologist and former Director of said Center.

A preliminary study providing some insights on the motivations
responsible for or associated with return migration. The study was
based on a sample of 236 migrants, ranging from 14 to over 65 years
It analyzed
old, who had returned to Puerto Rico between 1965 and 1972.
demographic characteristics --age, sex, educational background, civil
status, knowledge of the English language--, as well as migratory experience.

Main motivational factors for the migration to the U.S. identified in the study were: (1) Personal, subdivided as follows: health
problems, family sent for them, children were studying there, other
(3) educafamily problems and military xequirements; (2) economic;
In the motivations for
(4) environmental and (5) others.
tional;
Perreturn, personal reasons ranked'first, especially among females.
sonal reasons for returning were subdivided as follows: health problems;
family sent for them, deatWo, other problems in the family; homesickness; tc place children in Puerto Rican scHools, and others.
,

.

The study found that the return migrants had been travellog since
1918, with more than half of them having a history of repeated migration
and an average of 3 trips per person.
The authors conclude that "the study of return migration requires
a redefinition of the concept as to allow for a more objective and, reWe can no longer talk about migration as a one-way
liable perspective.
They
process, nor of the migrants as a homogeneous marginalized group."
identify four different variations of the concept:
1.

2.

3.

Those who migrate and become assimilated to the host
community, thus developing new ties and competence, even
a new identity.
Those who migrate and, although they may be successful,
return to their place of origin and reinforce their cultural values and ties, thus at the same time reinforcing
a conceptual construction of migration as a temporary
experience:
Those who migrate, do not become assimilated or relatively
successful, and soon return to Puerto Rico never to migrate
again.

4.

Those who migrate, reconstruct a Puerto Rican social, and
perhaps even physical environment, in the place to which
they Tigrated.

A preliminary version of this report was issued previously under
the title "A Pilot Study: Return Migration to Puerto Rico."

,1.6.

Berkeley,
Herngndez Alvarez, Jose. Return Migration to Puerto Rico.
of
California,
1967.
Institute of International Studies, University
(Population
Monograph
Series,
1).
maps, tables, bibl., refs.
153 p.
9

A demographic study of Puerto Rican migration based on the 1960
Census of Puetto Rico which revealed that 55,284 persons 5 years
time of
living there at the
were
who
older
or
old

5.

States
United
in
the
been living
had
the Census
Through careful analysis, Hern5ndez estimated at 150,000
in 1955.

the number of Puerto Ricans who returned to the island between 1950
and 1965. This study is considered the first in-depth analysis of the
numbers and significance of Puerto Rican migration, the diversity of
outgoing and returning flows, and the economic implications of the
of the study
return to the island. An earlier,preliminary version
was issued with the same title by the Social Science Research Center
of the University of Puerto Rico in 1964.

1.7

HistoryTask Force, Centro de Estudios F'6prtorriquehos. Labor Migration
New York,
The Puerto Ricali Experience.
Under Capitalism:
Monthly Review Press, 1979. 287 p.\Illus., tables, bibl.
A study of Puerto Rican migration based "on the basic insights
and theoretical guidelines provided by Marx, chiefly in Capital, concerning population and labor force movements as essential components
in the organization of production." Puerto Rican migration is studied
as an instance of a global movement of world capitalist development.
The data on return migration is based on José L. V5zquez Calzada's
study, "Demographic Aspects of Migration," which is reproduced in the
book.
(See entry No. 1.18.)

1.8

A Picaresque Tale of Emigration and
Levine, Barry B. Benjy Lopez:
New York, Basic Books, 1980. 202 p.
Return.
editor of Caribbean Review.
Levine, a sociologist,
This
in the life
Epilogue in
ment of the

book consists of a first-person narrative relating episodes
of a Puerto Rican emigrant, with an Introduction and an
which the author attempts to discuss "the historical developPuerto Rican circuit."

The book provides inside-views of an emigrant, and although they
cannot be taken as representing the views of all emigrants, there are
insights in Benjy's narrative that would need tG be taken into consideration if rigorous empirical research were to be undertaken in the future
Particularly salient is
using a representative sample of returnees.
Benjy's perception of a felt "equality" upon return, as compared with a
Some
sense of inferiority which is tied to his earlier island years.
critics have questioned Benjy's representativeness, particularly the fact
that his opinions and ideas upon return are those of a middle-aged
person with a career of "hustling" and marginality in both societies,
and the sense of vicarious and sometimes real power that i\s implied
in Benjy's "mastery" of English.

I.

9.

Maldonado Denis; Manuel. The Emigration Dialectic:
Puerto Rico and
the U.S.A.
New York, International Publishers, 1980. 156 p.
Tables, bibl., notes.

Maldonado Denis is a Professor of Political Science at the University of Puerto Rico.
The book, in general, is "a Marxist study of the phenomenon of
mass migration from puerto Rico to the United States and its socioeconomic and cultural ramifications, particularly in relation to the
struggle for self-determtnation of the Puerto Rican people."
Chapter 7, "Those who return," (pp.177-128) takes a look at who
is returning and why and the consquences of returning for those who
have done so.
The author argues that the return migration is a result of the
fluctuation of American capitalism which attracts or repels Caribbean
unskilled laborers, according to its economic needs. He is highly
critical of the view that Puerto Rican migration has acted as a "safety
valve" to the island's population explosion, and holds that this interpretation is essentially a'"bourgeois" rationalization.

1.10.

Myers, George C. and George Masnick. "The Migration Experience of
New York Puerto Ricans:
A Perspective on Return."
International
Migration Review, Vol. II, No. 2, Spring 1978. pp.80-90
This paper examines the prospective return migrants to Puerto
Rico and the prospective permanent residents in.New.York with respect
to a number of factors that relate to their return migration choice,
such as ties with Puerto Rico and visits to the island.
0. The survey was based on a sample Of 234 male and female respondents from 136 households interviewed in the last six months of 1965.
A third felt they 'definitely will return to Puerto Rico. According to
the authors, "the important question raised of how to identify prospective return migrants should certainly stimulate further research. In
fact, the possibility of having migrants as carriers of social change
in the areas to which they return could lead to effective transformation of the underdeveloped regions ortginating emigration. Therefore,
careful training of, and planning for, return migrants should be a
concern of governmental and private agencies in both the country to
which the migrants come and the one to which they return."

1.11.

Pacheco, Angel M., Seymour Wapner, and Nydia Lucca. "La Migracitin como
una transicieln critica para la persona en su ambiente" una interpretacitin organismico-evolutiva. Rio Piedras, Revista de
Ciencias Sociales, 1979. pp. 123-155

Angel M. Pacheco is Associate Professor of the University ofRuerto Rico and Adjunct Professor of the Gerentology and Human Development
Center-School of Medicine at Cayey, Puerto Rico; Seymour Wapner is
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7.

G. Stanley Hall Professor of Genetic Psychology and Chairperson of the
Psychology Department, Clark University, Worcester, Massachusetts; and
Nydia Lucca Irizarry is a doctoral candidate at the Laboratory of Human
Development, Harvard University.
A report on the preliminary findings of a research project sponsored
The
jointly by Clark University and the University of Puerto Rico.
authors develop an "organismic-evolutive" theory on which their work
The
is based. Their research presentssomewhat contradictory findings.
first set, obtained with the simple translation of instruments designed
for other cultures, results in hardly any significant differences between
the group of migrants and the control group of non-Migrants. This event
led the authors to design their own instruments, which resulted in a
profile of the young Puerto Rican migrant who returns to the island:
drastic changes in his/her self-esteem, family relations and interaction
It showed also a
with the physical, social and cultural environment.
dramatic and mutual rejection between the migrants and the community.
(See also entties No. 1.33, 11.9 and II.10.)

1.12.

Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co. Methodology for the Study_of Internal
and External Migration of Puerto Rico. /San Juan/, 1971.
110 p.

Bibl.

This study was prepared by the consulting firm of Peat, Marwick,
Mitchell & Co. for the Puerto Rico Planning Board and funded in part by
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

The object of the study was to recommend methods which could help
improve the coverage and quality of data on migration so that a number
of policies and programs bearing on housing, health, education, human
resources, industrial location and tourism can be evaluated and prepared.
The study provides a general framework of migration analysis and
examines the shortcomings in the collection of data on migration.
It
and
includes
suggests a number of measures to improve the quality of data
questionnaires for use in determining the number of migrants, their socioIt recommends
economic characteristics, and their mobility behavior.
that an intensive study of return migration be conducted to determine
costs and benefits of such migration to Puerto Rico.

8.

1.13. "Puerto Rican Return Migration: Establishing a Research Agenda."
Cutting Edge (Newsletter of the Aspira Center for Educational
Equity, 205 Lexington Ave., New York, NY 10016), Vol. 1,
No. 3, Fall 1980, p.3

A set of educational issues requiring research are outlined by
(1) The impact of the drastic change in the language
of instruction of the migrant student; (2) qualitative and quantitative adjustments by the schools as a response to the return migrant
student's needs; (3) attitudes of the return migrant students
towards the schools and how the school personnel responds in turn;
(4) demographic data on school age population; (5) the development
of arrangements between both school settings that will assure
continuity of instruction, while making student records available;
and (6) case studies and generalizations of successful and unsuccessful adjustment patterns by children and schools.
Ram6n Daubc5n:

,

1.14. Puerto Rico, Junta de Planificacii5n, Negociado de Analisis Social.
La Poblacio'n Inmi_grante en Puerto Rico.
/San Juan7,. 1980.
48 p. Tables, bibl.

The report acknowledges that data on Puerto Rican migration is at
best limited, and that the most recent source is the "Encuesta de Inmigraci6n" (Immigration Survey), for which-the Planning Board administers
a questionnaire annually in May, and which serves to supplement the emThe Planning
ployment survey conducted by the Department of Labor.
Board survey covers a sample of 6,000 homes, representative of the
various geographical regions of the island, in both urban and rural areas.
This 1980 report is based on the 1977 survey and subdivides immigrants- into four categories: (1) Puerto Rican migrant who returns-- a
person born in Puerto Rico who has migrated and returned; (2) Immigrant
Puerto Rican ancestry-- person born outside of Puerto Rico with one or
both Puerto Rican parents;
(3) North American-- person born in the United
States and/or U.S. possessions whose parents are not Puerto Ricans;,and
(4) Foreigner-- person born in another country and whose parents are not
Puerto Rican.

It states that, as of May 1977, the immigrant population of Puerto
Rico reached approximately 685,000 persons, of which 11495,000 were Puerto
Rican migrants who returned, 137,000 were immigrants of Puerto Rican
Nparents, 43,000 were foreigners, and 10,000 were North Americans."
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In its analysis of the first group, persons born in Puerto Rico
but who migrated and returned,..the study found that a majority of the
persons who returned between 1965 and 1971 were between 25 and 44 years
of age, had a median of 7.7 years of schooling, and an unemployment
of the persons who had not migrated.
rate
that
twice
.

Among the immigrants of Puerto Rican ancestry, the-analysis shows
that a majority was between the ages of 0 and 13 years old and that this
immigrant group in general has a higher level of educational attainment.

The report includes many tables comparing the characteristics-age, educational attainment, reasons for coming to the island -- of the
various immigrant groups.
.

Puerto Rican
1.15. Puerto Rico, Planning Board, Bureau of Social Planning.
3an
Juan7,
1972.
Various
Migrants: A SociO Economic Study.
pagings. Tables, maps.

This document brings together a series of papers, apparently from
An examination of the economic status of
Part I.
diverse sources:
mainland Puerto Ricans: a review of recent census surveys; Part II.
Statistical analysis of the Puerto Rican immigration survey; Part
Selected topics in internal migration; Part IV. Some selected dataoriented topics on migration; Part V. Some future work in migration.

1.1

.

Two Studies of
Puerto Rico, Planning Board, Bureau of Social Planning.
San
Juan,
Planning
Board,
2
vols.
Puerto Rico Labor Mobility.
1974.

207 pp.

Tables, bibl.

Zell,
The overall project was designed and directed by Dr. Steven
I
was
Vol.
economic consultant to the Puerto Rico Planning Board.
Vol. II was written by NelsdnIsaac
researched and written by Zell.
Josue
A. Matos.
Colon, Jose Rafael Rivera and

The purpose of the report was to analyze the nature and implicaWorkers.
tions of the patterns of labor mobility found among Puerto Rican
Volume I presents both a time series and a cross7section analysis
of the work experience of Puerto Rican workers in Social SecurityThe analysis emphasized the concovered employment from 1957 to 1968.
experience and
trasts between persons with U.S. mainland labor market
those without it.
Rico,
Volume II concentrated on the agricultural sector of Puerto
and
based on extensive interviews with and observation of workers
It provides a picture of the
farmers in the municipio of Utuado.
mobility
and
seasonality
in the rural labor
nature and problems of
market of Puerto Rico.

for
The report includes a summary of findings and recommendations
further research on patterns of Puerto Rican labor mobility.

,
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1.17. Senior Clarence, and Donald 0. Watkins. "Towards a Balance
Sheet of Puerto Rican Migration." In Status of Puerto
Rico: Selected Background Studies Prepared for the
United States-Puerto Rico Commission on the Status of
Puerto Rico, 4Washington, D.C.;7, 1966, pp. 689-795.
Tables, refs., bibl.

This paper provides a useful framework for discussion of
various aspects ofPuerto Rican migration.
SectionIV, titled "Return Migration to Puerto Rico" (pp.
717-737) discusses the earlier movement of Puerto Ricans
back to the island, and provides points of comparison with
other return migrations registered in areas within the
The authors use New York Board of EducaUnited States.
tion data to show that the movement of students from U.S.
schools to Puerto Rican schools is not an entirely new
phenomenon.
Although 104,388 pupils moved.from Puerto
Rico to New York in the decade from 1953 to 1963, some
59,924 students were discharged by N.Y. City Schools to
the island's school system during the same period.

1.18. V5zquez Calzada, José L. "Demographic Aspects of Migration,"
The Puerto Rican
In Labor Nligration Under Capitalism:
New York, Monthly Review Press, 1-979, pp. 223-236.
Experience,
V5zquez Calzada is a Demographer at the School of Medicine,
University of Puerto Rico..

The article is based on the author's studies, "Las Causas y
Efectos de la Emigracitin Puertorriquena" (mimeof 1968), and "El
(mimeo, 1966),
Desbalance Entre Recursos y Poblacitin en Puerto Rico"
both gone at the School of Medicine of the University of Puerto Rico.
V5zquez holds that migration has received scant attention from
Idemographers and endeavors to put together in this study fthe accumulated knowledge about this important variable." He concludes that
migration is the symptom of a critical socio-economic situation and
In his view, it is a very
that it is beginning to reverse itself.
costly solution which should be questioned from a moral and human point
of view.

11.

1.19.

Tell, Steven. A Comparative Study of the Labor Market
Characteristics of Return Migrants and Non-Migrants
in Puerto Rico. [San Juar27,-Puerto Rico Planning
Board, Bureau of Social Planning, July 1973. 331 p.
(Report # PRPB-726)

The role of Puerto Rican migrants in the island's
labor market is examined and, in particular, their effect on the structure of unemployment in Puerto Rico.
A new data source provided the means for an exhaustive
analysis of the comparative characteristics of age,
education, location in Puerto Rico, time spent abroad,
labor force participation, and unemployment rates and
duration for non-migrants, return migrants as a whole,
and migrants classified by years of last return to
Implications for policy making are disPuerto Rico.
cussed and recommendations are included.
(A doctoral dissertation by the author, Massachusetts Ins.titute of Technology, 1974, with the
same title,apPearsindexed in University Microfilms
Comprehensive Dissertation Query Service; however,
the dissertation is not available from University
Microfilms, nor is it abstracted in Dissertation
Abstracts International.)
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B.

DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS

1.20.

"A Study of Culture change in
Blatt, Irwin Bruce.
Modern Puerto Rico: A Comparative Study of the Effect
of Social and Economic Change Upon Three Puerto Rican
Communities which Have Had Varying Degrees of Migration to and from the Mainland." Ph.D. dissertation,
In Dissertation
New York University, 1973. 246 pp.
Abstracts International, Vol. 34/02-B, p. 499-B

The purpose of this investigation is to measure the social
and economic changes that have taken place among Puerto
Ricans who have migrated to the mainland, and to explore
the problems of readjustment that are faced by Puerto
Ricans who return from the mainland to the island.

A Questionnaire was designed for this study aRd administered
to 100 heads of families in each of three rural vil.lages in
Puerto Rico: one with little migratory movement; another
from which a significant proportion of the population had
migrated to the mainland without returning, and a third one
which had experienced a migration similar to that ot the
econd village but which, in addition, experienced a heavy
return flow.
It was-found-that-the return migrahts had.acauired-new social patterns, after living on the mainland.: family size
was smaller; the autonomy of the father was diminished;
literecy was increased.
The village that had the return miaration as a whole was
economically behind the village that had a stable pattern
The incomes of the return migrants, individof migration.
ually, were lower than those of their non-migrant neighbors,
although unskilled migrants often learned new skills onthe
mainland.
The return migrants assert''a powerful influence on the island's social and economic.values, which is comblned with
feedback to the T.sland from Puerto Ricans still living on
Several of these areas of change have only
the mainland.
been exposed by this study.and should be explored in greater
depth through future research. (DAI abstract modified.)

0".
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1.21.

Hernândez, Joseph William.
"The Sociological Implications of
Return Migration in Puerto Rico: An Exploratory Study."
Ph.D. dissertation, University of Minnesota, 1964. 236
pp.
In Dissertation Abstracts International, Vol. 27/
12A, p. 4350-A.

The core of research for this study of the return to Puerto
Rico of migrants who had formerly settled in the United States
was a special tabulation of the Census of 1960, analyzed according to places of residence.
The variables analyzed according to these classifications of
settlement included life-time migration, mobility, place of
residence in the United States., literacy and ability to speak
English, educational attainment, personal and family income,
participation in the labor force, fertility, age, sex and
family composition.
Migrants settling in the San Juan area
were largely born outside the capital city, a pattern which
was accompanied by a syndrome of related trends: they tended
to be more stable, less vulnerable to unemployment, more likely to have lived in New York State, and had higher educational
attainment and incomes. The San Juan migrants were also
youngtr than those who settled elsewhere; they formed more
cohative family units and had lower fertility rates. The finding
that fertility rates among return migrants in general were
considerably lower than those of the total population of Puerto
Rico is considered important.
An inverse syndrome of characteristics was found among return
migrants outside San Juan, particularly in rural areas.
Low
incomes and high rates of unemployment, as well as a marked
lack of family cohesiveness were factors which led to the
conjecturethat return migrants in these areas may be persons
for whom Puerto Rico was a last recourse for chronic problems
on the mainland. A similar suggestion is made in regard to
the lowest class neighborhoods of San Juan, where the pattern
of demographic traits approached the rural polarity.
By way
of contrast, return migration would seem to provide an opportunity for social and economic mobility among persons settling in the middle-class areas of the capital city, particularly in suburbs. An intermediate type appears in smaller
cities and in Ponce and Mayaguez.
In this case, return migration may be the product of factors which are not strictly economic, such as family pressures, nostalgia, and a surfeit of
adventure.
(DAI abstract modified.)

14.

1.22.

Ramos-Perea, Israel.
"The School Adjustment of Return Migrant Students
in Puerto Rican Junior High Schools." Ph.D. dissertation, University
of Missouri at Columbia, 1972. 237 pp.
In Dissertation Abstracts
International, Vol. 34/04-A, p. 2045-A.

The main objective Ot tRis'study was to examine the influence of
migration on the school adjustment of Puerto Rican return migrant
students.
A functional frame of reference was used for viewing mainland and island schools as social institutions with the function of
socializing the young in their respective value systems.
Since return
migrants experienced the socializing influence of two social and school
systems while non-migrants have been studying and living in Puerto Rico
all their lives, migrant students were expected to be more poorly
adjusted to school than non-migrants. School adjustment was conceptualized in terms of the students own perceptions of school and self. Accordingly, a positive or favorable perception of school and self was
regarded as indicative of students who were better adjusted.
Conversely, a negative attitude or unfavorable perception of school and self
was considered as indicating poor adjustment.
Prior research findings
and socialization theory have suggested the influence of residential
mobility, length of residence, social status, and linguistic ability on
the migrant's adjustment in mainland schools. Accordingly, differences
in school adjustment were also expected among return migrant students
with high, moderate, and low residenttal mobility; long, moderate, and
short length of residence in the United States; higho,*'thi,ddle, and low
social status; and with high, average, ar.ii low linguistic4ability in
Spanish.

As expected, the data revealed that more migrant than non-migrant
students were poorly adjusted to school. Differences in school
adjustment between migrant and non-migrant students.persisted after the
influence of social status and linguistic ability in Spanish were
controlled.
More poor than well adjusted returnees had experienced
high residential mobility, long length of residence in the United States,
low social status, and low ability in Spanish. The last was the most
influential factor in explaining variation in the migrant's school
adjustment.
The migrant's previous experience influenced his school
adjustment, to some extent, by limiting his linguistic skills in
Spanish.
All of this indicated the need for nurturing the nigrant's
linguistic ability to speak, write, and understand Spanish.
Thus, the
need for further research was stressed in order to examine the nature
and extent of this limitation in the migrant's linguistic skills and to
assess the influence of related sociological factors on his school
adjustment. (DAI abstract.)
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1.23.

Zottola, Armand Joseph, Jr. "Reverse Migration in Puerto Rico: A Case
Study of Human Capital Investment and Technological Transfer."
Ph.D. dissertation, The Catholic University, of America, 1978. 193
In Dissertation Abstracts International,,Vol. 34/A9-A, p.
pp.
5429-A.

Since 1960 an accelerating return flow of native-born and first
generation PuertoRicans have migrated back to Puerto Rico from the
The primary research problem was to identify this flow
United States.
for evidence of human capital improvement which was assumed to have
been a function of the migration-return migration process.
The 1960 Census data and annual San Juan airport "ramp survey"
have provided static socio-economic information which is inadequate
In particular, available data resources
for these research purposes.
are not appropriate for constructing life histories of the return
Further, the official data resources do not provide
migrants.
residence information which would facilitate continued study of the
return migrants in Puerto Rico.
This study of the effect of the migratory experience in terms
of Professor Schultz's human capital concept rested on a survey of
310 householdsof returnmigrants conductedin Puerto Rico. Structured
questionaires were taken in Spanish which provide detailed information
of the migrants prior to emigration, during their residency in the
United States and after returning. The data contains economic, social,
Care was taken to exclude,
demographic and motivational information.
as much as possible, questionaires of sample respondents living in the
City of San Juan where economic activity has been considerably affected
by external factors.
The sample life-histories indicated that a very significant upgrading of occupational skills occurred during the migrants' residence
Regression analysis of the sample data strongly
in the United States.
suggests that the critical period of skill improvement was during the
first five years of residence and that this was more likely to be a
function of on-the-job training. Such analysis also indicated that
entrepreneurial activity by return migrants in Puerto Rico was
considerably greater among those whose residency on the mainland exceedReturn migrants who had notresided in those mainland
ed five years.
metropolitan areas with large Puerto Rican communities exhibited greater
upward occupational mobility and general income improvement.
I concluded that my human capital investment-migration hypothesis
was essentially correct. A secondary conclusion was that the flow of
return migrants back to Puerto Rico has provided a mechanism for
technological transfer to the island's economY. ( DAI abstract.)
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C.

I'.

JOURNALISTIC ACCOUNTS
24.

the Impact on the Island of Return Migration."
"Coming Home:
September 20, 1981.
Sunday San Juan Star Magazine,

pp. 1-5, 15. Photos_
This special supplement includes "Impact!", by Connie
Underhill, a journalistic account of the findings of a research
"I'm glad to
study by Dr. Rafaela Robles (see entry No. 11-12);
be back," by Ellen Hawes, an interview with a three-generation
family of return migrants; and "But Millions Stayed," by Paquita
Viv6, an account of the problems and progress of Puerto Ricans in
the United States.

I. 25.

Giacomo, Carol, Jon Sandberg and C. L. Smith-Muhiz, "Mobility: It's
Back and Forth to Mainland as Many Pursue Elusive Dream."
In Puerto Ricans in Connecticut: An Island in the American
Mainstream, a special reprint of an eight-part series by
C. Giacomo, J. Sandberg and C.L. Smith-Muhiz, published
in The Hartford Courant, January 11-18, 1981, pp. 1-2.

The authors contend that the traffic of Puerto Ricans both
to and from the island "is hurting their chances to develop as a
strong an stable ethnic community in the continental United States.
The constant flux also serves to maintain ties between the mainland
and the island, reinforcing use of the Spanish language, cultural
identity and -family relationships."
Edna Negr6n, the city's biliffgual program coordinator, is
quoted in the article as saying that the Barnard-Brown Elementary
School in Hartford "turns over almost its whole school population
in some years."
Several former Connecticut residents who have moved back to
Puerto Rico are interviewed.

I.

26.

Kirchheimer, Anne. "The Puerto Rican Connection."
July 27, 1980, pp. Al, A6

The Boston Globe,

Kirchheimer vividly portrays the migration experience of one
Puerto Rican family and the forces that impel some of them to move
back to Puerto Rico.
In an interview, Carlos M. Torres, principal of the elementary
and intermediate school in Martinica, the town where members of the
family return, estimates that 15 percent of his 1,275 students are
return migrants, and explains the difficulties that young migrants
have in readapting to Puerto Rtcan school life: "Many children
coming back from the States don't have the fluency in Spanish. This
isolates them from the rest; they form separate groups... The students
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whom we call New Yoricans whether they come from New York or elsewhere,
are more liberal in their conduct, in their dress and the way they
establish friendships with the opposite sex."
Kirchheimer concludes that "return migration is presenting a severe educational dilemma for Puerto Rico with a total school population of
750,000 of which 150,000 are return migrants..."
/Tirchheimer's article has been reprinted in Metas,(Aspira of
AmericaT 205 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10016), Vol. 2, No. 1,
Spring 1981, pp. 1-13.7

I.

27., Maldonado, Alex W.
1964.

"The Migration Reverses." The Nation, March 16,

pp. 255-257.

Maldonado suggests that the decline in net migration from Puerto
Rico since 1953 is closely related to the decline of semiskilled and
Insufficient education and
unskilled job opportunities on the mainland.
training is seen as the key factor keeping Puerto Ricans fromthe skilled
and white collar job opportunities. The author suggests that Puerto Rico
must plan to deal with the resulting decline in net out-migration and
the increase in the number of return migrants.
A similar thesis is put forth in his "The Puerto Rican Tide Begins
To Turn," New York Times Magazine, September 20, 1964, pp. 84-85+.

1.28.

"Puerto Ricans Accelerating Return to Crowded Homeland."
Nordheimer, John.
New York Times, May 10, 1978, p. A-18.
Reports that 70,000 Puerto Ricans returned to their island in 1977,
and that a "Neo Rican Society has been organized to provide support to
those returning to Puerto Rico who are experiencing prejudice because
of their changed looks and ways."

1.29.

"The Loneliness of the Returning Newyorican."
Vidal, David.
Star Outlook Section, October 5, 1975, p. 5.

San Juan

Loss of the Spanish vernacular emerges as the*characteristic of
return migrants that is resented most by their fellow Puerto Ricans:
"They call us Newyoricans, and if you don't speak Spanish too well
they say, 'Well, why don't you go back where you belong'?"
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D.

UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS

"Research Project on Migrant
Arbona, Annie, and Beatriz-Garcia.
Students of the Department of Education: A Descriptive Analysis
of the Characteristfcs'; Needs, and Problems of Migrant Students
Participating in the Program of Educational Services for Migratory.Students and their Families," Rio 'Piedras, P.R., Puerto
Rican Family Institute, June 1980. 62 p. Tables.

1.30.

by the Puerto Rican Family
stUdy conducted.
Report of a
Institute aimed dt obtaining,a socio-economic profile of the students
eligible for and participating in-the Program of Educational Services
for Migratory Students and Their Families; identifying the needs and
problems of the students related to their adjustment to the school
system in PuertRico; determining the incidence of specific problems
such as health, dropping out of school, learning problems, and others;
and obtaining infbrmation about the actual operations of the Program.
.

The study is based on a sample of 64 students selected at random
from the lists of 692 migrant students who wre actively participating
in the program in the municipalities of Bayam6n, Carolina, Corozal
Interviews were conducted with students, parents and
and Toa Baja.
teachers.

"Research Project on Return Migration
to Puerto Rico: A Descriptive Analysis of the Problems Encountered
by the Return Migrants and of the Services Offered to Meet Their
Needs," Rio Piedras, P.R., Puerto Rican Family Institute, October
tables, statistical appendix.
62 p.
1979.

Arbona, Annie, a'nd Elba Delgado.'

1.31

Report of a study conducted by the Puerto Rican Family Institute
under a grant from the Office of Human Development Services of the U.S.
Department of Health, Education and Welfare (Grant # 18-8-00107/2-01).

e

1.32

The study dealt prncipally with the problems faced by the
in the process of readaptation,
migrants
Puerto Rican returned
It is based on
and with the actual needs of the migrant population.
from
the
Department
of Labor's
a sample of 236 returned migrants drawn
Household Survey for the Planning Board of the Commonwealth of Puerto
A total of 112 migrants from 62 families were interviewed and
Rico.
their socio-demographic characteristics, problems, needs, goals,
expectations, and services received were identified.
"The Newyorican Comes Home 'to Puerto Rico." Santa
Johnson, Roberta Ann.
Tables, refs.
18 p.
Cruz, University of California, _/n80?7.
_
(Unpublished paper)

Johnson sees the out-migration from Puerto Rico to the United States
as an extension of the basic move from countryside to city that was going
on in Puerto Rico and believes that the "Neorican" feels the same aspirations, insecurities, inferiorities and partisan preferences of the Puerto
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She outRican within the island who has migrated to San Juan or Ponce.
lines the reasons for the "back migration" --U.S. recession, retirement,
discovery of ort return to their roots, famVy -And personal reasons-- and
looks into the social.and politidal consequences of the?* return.

A member of the Politics Board of the University of California at
Santa Cruz,/Johnson fear's that the incredse in ,pro-statehood sentiment
in Puerto Rico may be dircctly r4elated to the numbers of "Neoricans" who
are returning to Puerto Rito and who, because they were humiliated for
being different,, feel the only wav.they can make it is by being "full
'
fledged" Citizens (i.e., stdtehood):
,

1.33.

Lucca-Ixizarry Nydia; Seymour Wapner, and Angel M. Pacheco. "Adolescent
Return Mfgrants to Puerto Rico: Self-Identity and Bilingualism."
n.p., n:d.,

This unpublished article is based WI part on 6 paper by the authors,
"Psychosocia.1-AffemN*Oment of Migrant Adolescents," presented at the XII
International Congress of Psychology, July 6-12, 1980, Leipzig, Germany,
and refers mostly to the research. conducted as a collaborative effort
between,Clark University and the University of Puerto Rico under NIMH
Grant No, IROIMH 32904,01 (see entries No. I-11, 11-9, and II-10).

1.34.

National Manpower Policy Task Force.
and Migrants." Mimeographed.
Tables.

"Conference on Puerto'Rican Migrdion
n.p., May 18, 1973. Various pagings.
TY

A collection of papers presented at a conferene6Intended to identify and establish .priorities in terms of researdh needs-in the area pf
inter-migration between Ruerto Rico and tHe United States so as to provide
guidance for the activities of the U.S. Manpower Administratiofi's Office
of Research And,Development.
The papers are divided'into four subject
1.areas: data on migration and migrants; market factors and,public policies
affecting migration; the impact of migrdt.ipp_on the economies Of the
source and recipienf areas; and the problems and conditions faced by
the migrants.

1.35.

Puerto Rico; Junta de Planificacift, Area de. Planificaci6n Económica y
Social, Negociado de,AnSlisis Social.
"La emigración.puertorriquetla:
us-tendencias, caracteristjcas'e implicaciones en la
politica piiblica%" Mimeographed.
3 vols.: SaWJuan. ,1.974. Various-

pgigs. .T6bles,,maps, bibl.
I analyzes bublic policy and trends pertaining to Puerto
Rican emigration divid4g,it into five cycles (1910 to 19114; 1945 to 1953;
Vot,

/sk--

,
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1954 to 1964; 1965 to 1970 and 1971 to 1974).
It toucnes on characteristics
of the migrant population; implications of migration for public policy,
and the positive and negative impact of emigration and immigration. Recommendations for further research in these areas are included.

Vol. II summarizes in chart form the results and findings of .several
studies, while Vol. III reproduces tables from a wide range of previously
published studies such as Paquita Ruiz, Vocational Needs of Puerto Rican
Migrants (1947); Clarence Senior, Dispersion of Puertu Rican Migration (1953); Stanley L. Friedlander, Labor Migration and Economic Growth: A
Case Study of Puerto Rico (1965), and John J. Macisco, Leon Bouvier and
Robert H. Waller, the Effect of Labor Force Participation and the Relation with Migration Status (1969).

Master's Theses

1.36.

1.37.

.

Agnes Bonilla, Nora.
"Oportunidad Educacional-Cultural para los
Estudiantes Puertorriquenos que Retornan a Puerto Rico"
(Educational-Cultural Opportunity for Puerto Rican Students
Who Return to Puerto Rico), Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School of
Education, 1975.
(#499)
Arzola, Nahilda.
Migrant,"

"English Teaching in Puerto Rico and the Return
Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School of Education, 1975.

(#442)
1.38.

Burgos de Soto, Aida L.
"The Role of the High School Counselor in the
Adjustment of the Returning Migrant from the U.S.", Master's
Thesis, U.P.R. School 9f Education,.1976. (#451)

1.39.

Colon Sanchez, Matilde.
"El BilingUismo en Puerto Rico y la Actitud
de un Grupo de Jovenes Bilingues Hacia el Idioma Verngculo,"
(BilingualismCin Puerto Rico and the Attitudes of a Group of
Youngsters Towards the Vernacular) Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School
of Educatiob, 1972.
(#87)

.
C,

1.40. ,..Fermaint Burgos; A,M., Rosario,, R., y Segarra, M. "La AdaptaciOn del
'.Migrante a Su Regreso a Puee-to Rico", (The Migrant's Adaptation
Upon Returning to Puerto Rico), Master's Thesis, School of Social
Work, 1967.
1.41.

Garcia de Arroyo, Ni14da."

I.Io

Lugo Ortiz, E. "The Problems of Puerto Rican Migrant Students," Master's
Thesis, U.P.R. School of Education, 1972.
(#253)

1.43.

Ortiz Bgez, M. "Determining Language Dominance in the Returning Migrant,"
Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School of Education,1972.
(#239)

"Problemitica de los Estudiantes Boricuas
Procedentes de los Estados Unidos" (Problems of PLierto Rican
Students Coming from the United States), Master's The-sis, U.P.R.
School of Education.
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1.44.

"Return Migrant Students: A Study Conducted at the
Perez Feliciano, M.
Quebradillas High School", Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School of
Education, 1972.
(#456)

1.45.

Rosario B: "History and Trends of Bilingualism in Puerto Rico," Master's
Thesis, U.P.R. Sthool of Education, 1975 (#449)

1.46.

"Sociolinguistic Study of Neorican Studen
Santiago, L., y Garcia, N.
Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School of Education, 1971.

1.47.

"La Segunda Generación de Migrantes Puertorriquenos:
Santos Tirado, A.
Problemas Socio-PedagOgicos del Regreso" (The Second Generation of
Socio-Pedagogical Problems of.Return),
Puerto Rican Migrants:
(#129)
Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School of Education, 1972.

1.48.

Serrano, D.

I.r9

Storer

"Comparison of Adjustment Problems of Return Migrants in a
Biringuarwith those in a Regular Program," Master's Thesis, U.P.R.
(#487)
School of Education, 1976.
Implications for
"Return Migration to Puerto Rico:
Rivera, E.
Bilingual Schooling." Master's Thesis, U.P.R. School of Education,
.

(#76)
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22.

Assessment of the Inservice Needs of Language Teachers in Puerto Rico.
Eduardo Rivera-Medina
Investigator:
Inter American University of Puerto Rico
-Institution:
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00928
National.Institute of Education
Funding Source:
September 30, 1981; Submitted to Congress, February 1982
Date Completed:
This 12-month research study was based on self-assessments by a sample
of 807 teachers, obServations of a cross-section of them at work, assessment of
their language skills, and analysis of research data. The full findings and
recommendations of the study are contained in a two-volume report, with the
A summary report, titled "Assessment of the Inservice Ne_ds of
above title.
Teachers of English, and of Teachers of Spanish to Returned Migrants, in Puerto
Rico," provides an overview of the study, its methodology, and its key
findings, as well as useful background on the development of language policy in
Puerto Rico.

Of particular interest to the users of this bibliography is the "Returned
Since only 115 teachers
Migrant Sub-Study," which is dealt with in Chapter 6.
took part in the sub-study and only eight were observed in their classroom
performance, the sample is considered too limited to generalize as to the total
Nevertheless, the sub-study provides information on areas such as:
population.
teachers' preparedness to teach the language, familiarity with and perception
of the curriculum, classroom organization and management, teachers' perceptions
of returned migrants and the cultural bilingual project, instructional practices
specific to the returned migrant student, and others, and points out areas for
future research studies of a more controlled type.
The main problem in the teaching of Spanish to returning migrant students,
according to the study, lies "in the lack of fit between the prescribed
curriculum and the needs of the returning students," and the related lack of
appropriate instructional materials.

II.la.

The Attitudes of Permanent and Migrant Puerto Ricans Determined by
Language Usage.
Maria Antonia Irizarry
Investigator:
Sacred Heart University
Institution:
Santurce, Puerto Rico 00914
n.a.
Funding Source:
SeRtember 1981
Date Completed:
-

A one year study designed to determine how the Permanent Puerto
Ricans (PPR) and the Migrant Puerto Ricans (MPR) see each other, whether
PPR and/or MPR attribute positive personality characteristics to speakers
of English and negative characteristics to speakers of Spanish and/or
The "matched guise" technique was used and permanent and
vice-versa.
migrant students evaluated 10 voices using adjective scales. The study
concludes that all subjects seem to agree on the evaluation of voices #1
and #8, which correspond to ihe bilingual speaker who uses Spanish only
and the bilingual who is a Neorican and is using Spanish, respecti.vely.
Voice #1 was rated as the most positive and #8 as the most negative.
This could imply certain negativism toward the migrant among the Puerto
Rican population including migrants themselves. It can be considered
that this has serious implications in the perception the migrant has of
himself. (Author abstract)
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11.2.

Boston/Puerto Rico Cross-Cultural Ethnographic Study.
Lucia David
Investigator:
Institution: Institute for Learning and Teaching
University of Massachusetts at,Boston
Boston, Massachusetts 02125
Funding Source: Ford Foundation
Expected Completion: n.a.

An ethnographic study to point out strategies used by migrant students
in adapting to a new and different school setting. Puerto Rican migrant
children find it difficult to adjust to schools both in the mainland and in
the island,. and through this study the strategies they use in order to
It will also analyze teaching and
ease the process will be identified.
(Investigator's reply to questionnaire)
learning styles at both ends.
The same Institute is conducting a Boston/San Juan Exchange Program
which trains teachers and future teachers who work with Puerto Rican students
in Boston and in Puerto Rico.

11.3.

Cognate Transfer in Second-Language Acquisition.
Investigator:
Rose Nash
Institution: Inter-American University of Puerto Rico
San German, Puerto Rico
Funding Source: National Institute of Mental Health (Grant No. Ro3-MH-27764)
March 1978
Completed:
This study included three groups of Puerto Rican residents:.
dominant bilinguals, balance bilinguals and Neoricans."

"Spanish

The psychological and linguistic motivations for lexical transfer errors
in high frequency cognate vocabulary (spelling/pronunciation errors, errors
in grammatical usage, and semantic error in learning English as a second language) were studied and a specialized reference dictionary was developed
The
for use in studying Spanish-English bilingualism and language contact.
dictionary was compiled with computer assistance and contains jnformation
on shared and nonshared meanings, statistical frequencies, and lists of pataanging judgments of acceptability of semantically
tern correspondences.
deviant uses in native speakers of Engli5h were also studies after the students
were exposed to a Spanill speaking environment.
The incidence of formal errors was related to formal education in
Spanish speaking students, and there was increasing acceptance of semantic
deviance after exposure to a Spanish speaking environment among English
It is noted that the strength of the psychological transfer
speakers.
mechanism is affected by age of learner, intensity of exposure to the
(National Clearinghouse for
second language, and desire to communicate.
Mental Health Information Abstract.)
A publication is planned from this study with the title, A Parallexicon:
a Dictionary of Shared Vocabulary in Spanish and English, with Correspondence
Lists of Frequencies, Phonology, Orthography, Grammatical Usage, and Meanings.
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11.4.

A comparative Study of the Self Concept of the Puerto"Rican and
Migrant Puerto Rican Intermediate School Children.
Investigator:
Institution:

Ada Elsa Izcoa
University of Puerto Rico
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00931
Funding Source: n.a.
Expected completion: n.a.

A factor analytic study is being conducted of the self concept of
Puerto Rican and migrant Puerto Rican intermediate school children.
The
results of the factor analysis will be used to construct a self concept
scale.
The self concept of Puerto Rican and migrant Puerto Rican intermediate school children will be studied.
Migration has a psychological
effect on a person, including the self-concept.
This research will
focus on the aspects of the self concept which differentiate the Puerto
Rican and the Puerto Rican migrant. (Investigator's reply to questionnaire.)

11.5.

Employment Patterns of Puerto Rican Youth in the United States..

Investigator: Jose Herngndez
Institution:
Department of Sociology
University of Wisconsin
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201
Funding source: n.a.
Expected completion: n.a.

"Based on a 1976 survey of income and education, results to date on this
study show a continued migration of young persons, especially those aged
20-24, from Puerto Rico to the U.S.
Unemployment is very high among
this group and there is not much mobility to higher paid jobs with promotional opportunities.
This would seem to indicate that return migration
may be the eventual result of the experience. On the other hand, birthplace
(Puerto Rico versus the United States) and language spoken on a usual basis
(Spanish versus English) do not have any significant relation to employment
and occupational placement; so-that thn migrant from Puerto Rico may have about
the same chances as a Puerto Rican who is English-speaking and born in the
United States.
The interpretation given is that the ethnic identity of being
Puerto Rican is more important as a factor in economic chances than origin
and language.
That is, people react to Puerto Ricans as Puerto Ricans, not
specifically as from Puerto Rico or Spanish-speaking." (Investigator's reply
to questionnaire.)
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11.6.

Estudio de Necesidades de los Migrantes Puertorriquehos (Study of the
NeedS of Puerto Rican Migrants).
Investigator:
Institution:

Gretchen Coll Marti
Puerto Rico Migrant Legal Services
Box BT
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00928

Funding Source: n.a.
Expected completion: n.a.

A study that will focus on the size and specific needs of Puerto Rican
migrant agricultural workers, many of whom travel back and forth between
(InvestiPuerto Rico and the United States as needed by seasonal crops.
gator's reply to questionnaire.)
II. 6a.

Family and Economically Induced Migration Between Puerto Rico and
Springfield, Massachusetts..
Investigator:. Antonio Martinez
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Institution:
Psychology Department; Tobin Hall
Amherst, Massachusetts 01003
Funding source:
n.a.
n.a.
Expected completion:
Antonio Martinez is a doctoral candidate at the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.
The study aims to understand the effects of economically induced
mi"gration from Puerto Rico to the United States and the returning migration
from the United States to Puerto Rico at it affects individual families.
The interface between families and the systems involved in the migratory
experience will be explored in its natural context. The focus will be on
the relationships among work, family and community. The study is qualitative
and intensive, and employs multiple instruments, with the aim of §pecifying
in detail the social meanings, normative patterns, behavioral setting's,
negotiations and interactions, and emotional implications of work related
movements for those most closely concerned --the migrants and their families.
An interesting aspect of-the-project is that it will follow the process of
relocation by a Puerto Rican family in their neighborhood of origin, after
living in the United States for at least 20 years. Participant observation,
network mapping, intense interviewing are the principal instruments for the
(Investigator's reply to questionnaire.)
study.

11.7.

Female Employment and Family Structure in Puerto Rico.
Helen I. Safa
Investigator:
Center
for Latin American Studies
Institution:
319 Grinter Hall
University of Florida
Gaipesville, Florida 32611
Funding Source: National Institute of Mental Health (Small Grant No.
IRO3MH 34131-01)
n.a.
Expected completion:
This project is examining the impact of employment on the family
In the process it
structure of women garment workers in Puerto Rico.
has found that many of the women are return migrants from the U. S. who

have gained experience in the industry on the mainland and used their
connectionswith the ILGWO to obtain employment on the island. (Investigator's reply to questionnaire.)
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11.8.

Labor force Characteristics and Migration Experience of the Puerto Ricans.
John J. Macisco and Pedro A. Vates
Investigators:
Fordham University Graduate School of Arts and Sciencei
Institution:
Bronx Campus
Bronx, New York 10458
Funding Sources:

U. S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training
Administration (Grant No. 21-36-74-23), and
National Institute of Mental Health (Training
Grant No. 13639)

Completed: 1980

A training grant that provided for an examination of the labor force
characteristics of Puerto Rican migrants to New York and return migrants
to Puerto Rico, determining to what extent characteristics such as unemployment, low-status occupation, and disability are associated with migration.
(Smithsonian Science Information Exchange.)
11.9.

Mental Health of Puerto Rican Migrant Adolescents,
Investigators:
Institution:

Funding Source:
Completed:

Seymour Wapner, Angel M. Pacheco
Clark University, Department of Psychology, jointly with
Laboratory of Human Development, Harvard University
Larsen Hall 718
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
National Institute of Mental Healttr.(Grant No. IROIMH

32904-01)
August 1980

Life quality, mental health and the.critical process of transition
mainland, return
were described for adolescent Puerto Rican migrants to USA
with
respect
to
construals
of and modes
migrants to Puerto Rico and analyzed
of the
of coping with the physical, interpersonal and socio-cultural aspects
bothadP1P.s.cP.Ot,
m.i.grahts
and
significant
host_envtronment._ Perspectives of
neighborhood) were sampled.
menbers of their worlds (home, school,
The research, conducted oVer-a period of six years, focused on
"the first generation of migrant Puerto Rican children who were born or raised
in the United States and who moved to Puerto Rico during their childhood and
three general categories:
adolescense." The data gathered were analyzed using
relations between self and others, attributes of the self, and the experience
of the physical, cultural and social dimensions of the environment.

The study concluded that "many of the difficulties experienced by
adolescent return migrants are linked to a lack of competence in Spanish
for living
and their inability for grasping key social understandings necessary
youth
well
as
for
coexistence
within
the
in mainstream Puerto Rican society as
from the
yields
an
unequivocal
confirmation
sectors of the society... Our data
return migrants' perspective that they in fact face serious problems in
understanding and in communicating in Spanish as spoken by the community in
It is also worth noting that these difficulties grow in geoPuerto Rico.
metric proportions if one considers that the language is not merely a series
of utterances but a communication system which requires knowledge of referents,
comprehension
cultural symbols, socially shared meanings of contexts and a basic
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The.return migrants' lack of knowledge to perform
of the tociety's world view.
effectively within the broader cultural context shifts their problem; from
the domains of communication and interpersonal relations into the realm of
self-identity and personal integrity." The authors warn educators about "the
risks of assigning students to special groups without an appropriate assessment
of their command of both languages."
(Author's abstract, modified.)
11.10.

Migration as a Critical Person-in-Environment Transition
Nydia Lucca-Irizarry
Investigator:
Harvard .University Laboratory of Human Behavior
Institution:
Roy E. Larsen Hall.
Appian Way
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138
Funding Source: n.a.
Expected completion: n.a.

An outgrowth of a collaborative effort between Clark University and
the University of Puerto Rico and, more recently, with the assistance of
the Gerontology and Human Development Center--School of Medicine at,
Ms. Lucca Irizarry, a doctoral candidate at Harvard University,
Cayey.
is seeking information on the nature of the return migrants' experience
as they face the tasks of living in the host community -- im this case
She is planning to seek further information on the views
Puerto Rico.
of the young return migrants regarding their experience of self and
(Investigator's reply to questionnaire.)
others in the new environment.
(See also entries No. 1.11, L.33 and 11.9.)

11.11.

A Perspective on Return Migration:

The Puerto Rican Worker's Circulation

Investigator Juan E. Hernândez Cruz
Brooklyn College
Institution:
Puerto Rican Studies
94-11, 59th Avenue D-11
Elmhurst, New York 11373
Funding Source: n.a.
Expected Completion: n.*a.

This study will analyze the characteristics and expectations of
potential return migrants, in the context of the material basis that impelled
them to migrate in the first place, and to consider a return now.
The proposed research attempts to study migration and return migration
departing from a historical analysis of capitalist development in Puerto Rico
Within the context of
and the transformation in its mode of production.
worker's circulation between the colony and the metropolis, interviews will
be conducted in an effort to better comprehend the factors associated with
movement made before leaving the island for the United States, movement and
expectations of Puerto Rican workers in the United States and their expectations
regarding return migratiun.
The research seeks to: 1) determine the circulation pattern of
Puerto Rican labor's migration through the technique of life histories, enabling
the collection of partial life histories in key areas of people's experience§,
and 2) test the usefulness of a Marxist framework for a,particular case study:
(Investigator's abstract.)
the Puerto Ricans.
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11.12.

Puerto Rican Return Migration:

Impact on the Migrant and the Island.

Rafaela R. Robles, Ed. D.
School of Public Health
Medical Sciences Campus
University of Puerto Rico
Rio Piedras, PuertO Rico'00936

Investigator:
Institution:

National Institute of Mental Health (Grant No. RO 1 MH
26245)
January 1980

Funding source:
Cqpipleted:
1-

study the
This study had the following four specific objectives:
phenomena of increasing return migration to Puerto Rico, particularly
in regard to the effects of this migration upon the migrants themselves;
study the process of incorporation of these return migrants into Puerto
Rican society, and the consequences of this process as the dependent
study the influence of kin and friends as a major indepenvariable;
and compare a sample of return migrants with a sample
dent variable;
of Puerto Rican nonmigrants to show that the results of the study are
relevant to the migration process and not coincidental.

The data revealed differences and similarities in terms of antecedents,variables and demographics; incorporation at the macro structure,
incorporation at the neighborhood level, acculturation, incorporation
at the micro structure, and hEilth.
Of special interest to education policy makers are the following
findings: "More migrants' than nonmigrants' children reject school and
teachers in Puerto Rico. The high percentages of migrants' children
who negatively evaluated teachers and schools surprised investigators."
Although findings related to health and social support were as expected,
it was a surprise to investigators that return migrants were so positively
oriented to USA culture, citizens, services and institutions and,that
migrants' children were so negatively oriented toward Puerto Rican
schools and teacher.s.

Publications planned from this study: Health and Migration;
Migration and Acculturation; Macro-micro Embeddedness among Puerto
Social Support and Health, and Puerto Rican
Rican Return Migrants;
(Abstracted from NIMH file copy of the final report
Return Migrants.
on the project.)

11.13

Seminar on "Return" and "Re-return" Migration.
Guy T. Ashton
Professor:
Inter-American University of Puerto Rico
Institution:
.Metropolitan Campus
Rib Piedras, Puerto Rico 00928
Profess'or Ashton is teaching a seminar which is analyzing
questions on "return" and "re-return"migration to the mainland, and
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substantiating the multidirectional theme in migration today.
Professor Ashton is particularly interested in exploring whether there
is really much difference between "natives" migrating for the first
time now, and "re-returnees", and the difference, if any, between the
movement of professional Puerto Rico-born and trained professionals
(Inv'estigand the back-and-forth movement of stateside Puerto Ricans.
(See
also
entry
No.
I.1.)
ator's reply to questionnaire.)
11.14.

Social and Demographic Change in a Puerto Rican Peasant Community
1900-1980.
Investigator:

Crist6bal S. Berry-Cabin

Institution:

Latino Institute
1760 Reston Avenue
Reston, Virginia 22090

National Institute of Education-American Psychological
Association Minority Fellowship Program
n.a.
Expected complecion:
The project hopes to look at social and demographic change in
Puerto Rico concentrating on return migration from Milwaukee, Wisconsin
It is an outgrowth
to Esperanza, a barrio in Arecibo, Puerto Rico.
("Puerto
Rican Strategies
of the investigator's work for his dissertation
Milwaukee,"
Work and Kinship among Esperancehos in
for Survival:
(Investigator's
Ph.D. dissertation, University of Wisconsin, 1981)1
reply to questionnaire.)
Funding source:

11.15.

Two Modes of Assimilation in the United States and Its Effects Among
Return Migrants.
Investigator:
Institution:

Eduardo Seda-Bonilla
Centro de Investigaciones Sociales
Universidad de Puerto Rico
RTO-Piedras,' Puerto Ric0 00931-

n.a.
Funding Source:
n.a.
Expected completion:

"The purpose of this study is to verify the assimilation variants
subtractive or additive
in the culture of the United States vis-a-vis a
these
two processes in the
final product. t will examine the effect of
An
important
concept in this
adaptation of Puerto Rican return migrants.
analysis is the pseudo-ethnic." In his many writings on the subject
(e.g., "On the Vicissitudes of Being 'Puerto Rican' ") Seda has identified pseudo-ethnics as "all the people of the United States that
assume they possess an identity based on the biological inheritance of
(Investigator's reply to questionnaire.)
character."
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