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-efflee
To help_ make students aware of the treasures of the sea-.
fourrd in onrearliest litentture. xve have -onvilcd arid edited_
this international collection of fairy and folk tales which USU.,
the se:1'as a central theme. We hope this Collection Will arouse
the reader's interest in the Oce:tri and its mysterieS..Thi collection is the result of months of searches thiough ..,

hundreds of volumes. \Xre have included rates from eve'
inhafcited continent soThat American students can ,enjoy their.'
arced heritage. Our search led us to Houston. Boston, New
ork Citir and WashinAton, D.C.' As far as 'we can determine,
this-collection represents die Only /Volume of international
fairy' and folk, tales exclusively about the. elirth's Seas.
E.C.
K.D.

nee Upon a time there lived,. on the hank of a stream,
a man and a woman who had a daughter: AS she was, an

only child and very.prettlf besides, they never could
Up their minis to punish her for hetfavits or to teach her
rice manners; and as' for wOrk--she laughed in her:mother's
face if she asked her to help_ cook the dinner or to wash the
plates. All she girl would do was to spend her days in dancing

and playing with her fends; and for any use she was to herparents they might as well have hack no daughter at all
However, one morning her mother looked so tired that even
the selfish girl could not help seeing it and asked if there. was
anything she was able to do, so that her mother might rest a
little.
The good woman looked so surprised and grateful for this

offer that the girl felt rather ashained, an&at that moment
would have scrubbed` down the ,,house if she had been
requested; but her mother only begged her to lakelhe fishing-net out to the bank of the river and mend some holes in it as
her father intended to go fishing that nil
The girl took the riet and worked so hard that soon there was

nut a hole to be round. She felt- quite pleased with herself,
though she. had had plenty to amuse her, as everybody who
passed by had stopped and had a chat with her But by this tive
the sun was high Overhead, audkshe was just folding her net to
carry it home again, when she heard a splash behind her and
looking rekind she saw big fish jump into ,thg air. Seizing the

net with both.:hands, she flung it into the water where the
circles were spreading one behind the other, and more by
luck than .skill, .drew out the fish.

"Welf,'yot? aria beauty'" She cried to he elf; but the fish
looked up :,to he il and said:

"You had better no
a fish yourself!"

Ifyou dO, twill turn you into.?

The girl laughed with contempt,- and ran straight .to her
mother.
.
-Look what I have caught,- she s4id gaily; but it is almost a
pity to cat it, for it -can-talk, and it declares that, if I kill it it will

turn me into,a fish tool!'

"Oh, put it back, put it back!" implored the mother.
Perhaps it is skilled in magic. And I should die, and so could
your fathei, if anything should, happen to you."
"Oh, nonsebse, mother, what power could a creature like
that have over me? Besides, I am hungry, and if I don't have my
dinner very soon, I shall be cross.r And off she went to gather
some flowerS to stick in her hair.
About hour later a horn blowing told lie that dinner was
read
"I i It It 't I.say that fish would be delicionS?" she tried; and
plunging her spoon into the dish ihe girl helped herself to a
large piece. Buttlie instant ittouched her mouth a cold shiver
ran the6ugh her Her head seemed to flatten, and her eyes to
loOk odd around the corners tier legs and her arms were stuck
to her Sides, and she gasped wildly for breath: WO a mighty
bound she sprang through the window'and fell into the rivek,
where she soon felt better and was able to swim to the sea,
which was, close by.
No sooner had she arrived there than the sight of her sad
face attracted the -notice of some of the other fishes,and they
pressed round her, begging her to tell the tti her story.
"cam not a fish at all said the new.i:orner, swallowing a
great-deral of salt water as shcspoke; fOr you cannot learn'how
to be a proper fish all in a moment: "I am not a fish at all but-a
girl; at least I was a girl .a few minutes ago, only--'\Ar?d she
ducked her head Under the waves so that they should riot see
her-crying.
4

"Only you did

believe that the fish you-caught had poWer

to carry out its threat," said an old tunny.

never mind, .

that has happened to all of us, and it rally i not a bad
Cheer up-and come with.us and see our queen, who lives in a
palace which is rn ch'more beautiful that anyyour queens can

boast of"

The nevi fish felt a little afraid of taking such journey; but as
she wak still mdre afraid oh bangJeft-alone, she wayed,her tail
in token of consent, and 'off they all set, huadredS- of them

tngether. The people on the-rocks and In the ships that SI
them pass said to each other:
'
"Look what a-splendid shut!" and had no idea that they
ere hastening to the,queen's palace; _but, then; dwellers on
land have so little notion of what goes on in the bottorit of the
sea! Certqnly the little- new fish had .none. She dad watched
jelly-fish and nautilus sWirnming a little way beloW the stuface;,
and beantiful coltpured sea-weeds floating about; but that Was

_all. Note, when she lunged deeper her eyes=fellupon strange
things.Wedges cif gold, great anchors, heips of pe4r1, inestimable
stones, unvalued jewels- -all scattered in the bottom of the Sea!
,

Dead men's bones werethere also withlong_wliite creatures
who had never seen tht light, for theFmoStlydweltin the clefts
f rocks where the Siin's-f4ys:could notsome,=-At first our little
sh-- felt as if she were, blind also, btu by,ancf-by she began to
ake put one object after another iii the green dimness, and by
the time She had swum for a-few hours all
clear:

at last," cried a big fish, going down into a deep 4
"Here
valley, for the sea has its mountains and-valleys just as much as
the land. ''That is the palace of the queen of the Osties, and
think you Must confess that the emperor himself his nothing
so fine."
It isbeautiful inbeed," gasped the little fish, who was very
.

_

iced with trying to swim as 'fast as the rest, and beautiful
iioeybnd words the palace was The walls were made -of pali!

pirik coral, Worn smooth by the waters,: and round the
windows were rows. of pearls; the great dobes Were standing

:open, and the whole troop floated into the chamber of
audience; where the
queen, whO'Was half a woman alter all,
,
was seated ona throne ma,cle of a green and blue shell.
was once a girl .too," answered the queen, when the fish
had ended; and my father.was the king of a great country, A
husband was found for me, and on rny wedding-day my moth er
placed her crown on my head- and told'. Me that as long as I
wore it I should likewise be queen'. For many months I-Was as
happy as a girl could:be, especially when I had a little Son to.
play with But one morning, when I was walking in mygardens,
ere 'came a giant and snatched the crown from my head.
Holding me fast, he told me that he intended to giVethe crdwri
to his datighter, and.to enchant my husband the prince, so that=
she
Since
he should not know the difference-betwoeen

,

has filled my place and been queen in my stead. As fK:me, I was

so miserable that I threw myself into the sea and --y,ladies,
who loved. the, declaredthat they would dje tdo;but, instead of
g, some wizard, who pitied my, fate turned -us all into
shes, though-he alloWed me to, keep theiface and-body of a
man. And fishes we must temain until someonebrings back
my crown again!';
!I Will bring it back if you tell me what to do!" cried the little

fish; who would have promiSed anything that was likely to
carry her up to earth again. And the queen answered:
you what to do."
es, I.
She sat ,silent for-a moment, and then she went on
"`Ihere is no danger if you will only folloNg My counsel; and

first you Must return to earth, and go up to the top of a high
mountain, where,the giant- has built his castle. Ybu will find
hire i sitting on the steps weeping
4

daughter, who has jUst

.

.

vfiile the priricewas away, tinting. At the last she seat her

er nv crown by a faithful servant. But I warn yogi to be
fill, for if he sees you he may kill you. ThJrefore I willsive
the powet, to chabge yourself into anv2creattire that nyty#
.help,you best. You have,onlyto strike your forehead and cif]
out Its-name.:
This time the journey to lafid seemed 'much- shOrter than,
befOre, and when °rice the fish reached the shore she struck
her forehead sharply with her rid., and cried:
!Deer, come. to 'me!'
moment, tht sni ill slimy body disappeared, and in
place stood a beautiful beast with branching horns and slender

lest quivering with tonging to begone. Throwing hack her
-'ad and snuffing the air, she broke into a.run; leaping easily
the rivers and walls that -stood in hr way.

It happened that the king's son' had been huntingsinee
day rcak, but had killethnotfiing, andcwhen the deer crossed
his-path as-he Wassyestinig under a tree he was detcnnined to
have her He .thin ig himself on his hot:Se, which went like the
witid,..atithas the prince had often hunted the forest before, and
kne' all tbe 'ShOrt cuts, he at last came tip with the panting
beams
4By your fasour let-mg go, and do not kill

said the deer,
for
I have far to
urnmg to the prince with tears in her eyes,

In and much to do.- And as the prince, struck durrib with
surprise, only looked at her the deer cleared the next wall and
s soon out of*sight.
That can't-really be a deer,- thought tlie prince 'to himself,
ining his horse and,not attempting to follow kr. !'No deer
er had eyeS'.like that: It must be an enchanted maiden,' andi'
horse s heath he
and no other. So, turning
'-'rode slowly back to his palace.
The deer-reached the giant's castle quite out of breath, and
her heart sank as she gazed at the tall, smooth Walls which
,

surrounded it Then she plucked up courage and cried
"Ant, come t6 me!" And in ..a moment the branching horns'-

and fieantifpl, shape had vanished, and a_tiny-bi-own ant,'
invisible to all who did not look closely was climbing tip the
,

walls.

-wall must haVc a Teared:nailes high in compariSon with her
on body: Yet, in less time tha-wotild Il iveseenied
she Was ( ?der the top-and down in the cOurtyard pn theother.
side.- Here she pakiscd to consider what'had best be done net:
and looking-al-19m her she SIM' that one of
walls had a:tall
tree growing by it -and -in this corner was a ,window very nearly
on a leVel with the highest hntnchol-Of the tree.
. "Monkey. Come to Me!", Cried, the arm :and before you co-al
turn round a t.rie`inkey w'as sWinging herself from the top most

tiranclies into the ro om where the giant lay snoringhe so frightened ;tr._ the.,sighr ofmethatoe
*P4h4ps
may die-of tear, and I-shall never get the crown"'bhpught the,
,

monkeNA. "I had betterpeeorne son*thing-else." And she cal
sOft Iv!

'corrie to -MO'

Tha-La pinkaN:grey-parrOt hopped up to the gianrwho h
this time wiv-stretehing,himselfand
the-castIv. The parnit aited.a little,' until he wasrea
afid then shesaill bqldly-Olat she had been-sent totake awaythe
jell was not his:Agy longer,_ now 'his daughtert
queen
On_hearing these words the giant -leapt out-Of bed with-an
_ingsy_roar, andsphng at the parrot in .order'to wring her neck
with his great hands. But the bird,was too quick tor him, and
flying behind:his back begged the giark to have patience, as
her death-would be of no use -to-hi-Ili.
-That is tzie," answered the gi;int '.`butt am not so foolish as
g,iVemiu th it crown for nothing. Let me think what I will
-

have exchani(e!" And he scrlitehec&hisl-uge hei-icribr several
.minutes for giants',- minds always move
-AlLyes. that will do'"-_eclaiMed the giant at List, hi!+-face
brightening: -You shill have the crownif yquwill -iq'ting me a
collar of blue Stones.from the Arch of se-Martin. in.the Great
City."

Now when .the parrot. had been a girl she had x ften heard of
this wonderful arch and the precious stones and,marbles that
had -been let, into it It sounded, as if it .would-be4 very hard
thing to get them :,iway froM the building ofwhich they formed
a part. but all hfd gone well with her so far. and at anVeateshe

could but to !-;o she-NW-G-4J to the gi;Int. and mac

12
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heFAA:a

hack to the window «'here the giant -ould not see her. Then
she calle4 quickly:

tome to me
Before she had eve 'h reached the tree she felt herself b rne

-up .4-m -strong wings ready to cart' her to the clouds if she.wishea to go there, and, seeming amen: speck in the sky, she
was swept along till she beheld the Arch of St. Martin far below.

witVhe sun shining ten it. Then she sw(ioped down, and,
hiding- herself behind a buttress so that she could not he
detected from below, she scrherself to dig out the nearest blue
ones with her beak.; 11 was even harder work than she had
expected: but at last it was done, and hope arose in her heart.
She next drew out a piece of string that she had found hanging
froth a tree. and sitting down to rest strung the stones together.
When the necklace was finished she hung it round her neck,
and cIlled: -Parrot, come to me!- And a little later the pink and
.

ON parrot stood before the giant.
-Here is the necklace voilaSked for s rid the parrot. And the
eyes of the gitint glistened as he took the heapof blue stones in

his hand. But for all that he wasnot minded to give up the
crown.
are hardly -as blue as, 1 expected.- he grumbled,

The

though the parrot knew as well as he did .that hip with not
speaking the truth; -so you must bring me something else in
exchange tier the crown you want so much. If vou fail it vAl
cost yoU not only the'crown- hut our life also.
-Vita is it vou want now-'" asked the parrot; and the giant
answered:

give yottt tray etoWn I must have anotther still more
beauliful;_and this time you shall bring me-a cr(.5?. ri of stars
The parts turned away, and as soon as she was outside slid

Murmur(
tteut met- And sure enough a totacl she w.ts, and
o ft' shy set in search of the starry crown.
She had not gone far before she came tot a clear pool, rn
which the- stars were reflected so brightly that they looked
quite real to touch and handle. Stooping dOn she filled a 4,ag
she was carrying with the shining water and. returning to the
castle, wove a crown out of the reflecj,ed stars. Then she cried
as before

3

"Parrot, come to me!" And in the shape of a parrot she
entered the eresence of the giant.
"Here is the crowniyou asked for," she said; and this time the

giant could not help crying out with admiration. He knew he
was beaten, and still holding the chaplet Of starshe'turned to
the girl.
Your po \ver is greater than mrne: take the er
you have
won it fairly!"
The parrot did not need to be told twice. Seizing the crown,
she sprang on to the window, crying: "Monkey, come to me!"
nd to a monkey. the climb doWn the tree into the courtyard
did not take half a minute. When she had reached thte grOund

-

she said again; "Ant, come to me!" And a little ant at once began
to crawl Over the high ,vall. How, glad the ant was to he out Of

the giant's castle, holding-fast the crown whieWhad shrunk to
almoset nothing, as she herself had doily, but grew quite big
again, when the ant exclaimed:
"Deer, come to me!"
Surely no deer ever ran so swiftly as that one! On and on she
went, hounding over riwers.and crashing trough tangles till
she reached the sea. Here she cried for the last time:
"Fish, come, to me!" And, plunging in, she swam along the
bottom as far as the palace, where the queen and all the fishes
were gathered together awaiting her.
The hours since she had left had gone very slowly -as they
always do to people that are waiting-and many of them had
quite given up hope.
---._ "I am tired of staying here," grumbled a beautiful little
cre--: -ire,-Whose colours changed with every movement of her
body, ".1 want. to see what is going on in the_ upper world. It
must he months since that fish w
witt away.'
,

.

..._

-It Was a very difficult task, and t_- e giant must certainly have

killed her or she would have been back long ago," remarked
another.

"The young flies will he coming out now, murmured a
third,'"a_

too bad!"

lie-1will all be eaten up by the river fish! It is really

en, Suddenly, a voice was heard from behOd:

"Look! look. What is that bright thing that is moving so swiftly
towards us? And the queen stated up, and stood on her tail, so
excited was she.

14

A sitence fell on all the crowd, and even the grumblers held
their peace and gazed like the rest. On and oh came the fish,
holding the crown tightly in her mouth, and the others moved
back to let her pass. On she went right up to the queen, who
bent and taking the crown, placed it on her own head_ Then a
wonderful thing happened. Fier tail dropped away or rather, it
divided and grew into two legs andlt pair of the prettiest ter( in'
the world;; while her maidens, Who were grouped around her,
shed their scales- and became girls again. They all turned and
looked at each other'first, and next at the little fish whdhad
regained her own shape and was more heautifial than any of
them..
"It is ),ot-e who have given us hack our lie; vote
he
cried; and :fell to weeping from vet joy.
So they all went back to earth and the _teen's palace. arjd
quite forgot the One that lay Under the sea. But they had been
so long'awa;' that they found many changes. The prince, the
queen's husband, had died some years since, and in his plaee
a.s her son, who had grown up and was king!. Even in his joy at

seeing his mother again an air of sadness clung to him, and at
last the quren could bear it no longer, and begged him to walk

with her into in the garden. Seated together in a bower cif
jessamine-where 'she had passed long hours as a bride-she
took her son's hand and asked him to tell her the cause of his
strrt w. For, said she if I can give you happiness you shall have
it."

"It is no use,- 'answered the prince; -nobody can help m

must hear it alone.'
"But at least let Me share your grief,' urged the queen.
"No one can do that,: said he. ':I have fallen in love with what

I can never marry, and l must get oh as hest 1
"It' may not be so impossifte as you think," answered the
queen. -At any rate. tell me.

There was silence between them for a mioitteNt, then,
turning away with his head, the prince ansivered gently:
"I have fallen in love with a beautiful deer!"
"Ah, if that is all," exciaimkbkie queen joyfully And she told
him in broken words that, as he had guessed. it was no deer but

an enchanted maiden who had won hack the crown and
brought her home to her own peOple.
9

is here, in my palace;:`added the queen. "1 ill ake you
to her.
But-when the prince stood before the girl, who was so much'
more beautiful than anything he had ever dreamed of, he lost
all courage. and stood with bent head before her
Then the maiden drew near, and her eyes, as she looked at

him, were the eyes of the deer that day in the forest.:She
whispered softly:
"By your favour let me go, and do not kill me.
And the prince remembered, her words, and his heah was

filled with happiness. And the queen, hillmother, watched
them and smiled.
I
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The Serpents
here was once a time when the Volley of Jauj t, where

thel ntaro River now flows, was covered .by the
s of an enormous lake. rn the middle of thii; lake

there lived a serpent.
At first the serpent was all alone. But in time the rainboW
created a second serpent to keep the first One company. It was
not quite so large and also considerably darker than th73 first,
which, whe?i fully grown, was of a whitish color. But the mo
became enemies and soon were fighting fogeontrol of the lake.

Their /struggles were violent, and often the lake would he
churno4 into great eolumns'd water, upon which the larger
serpent would, rise far into the sky. Once, as it swooped down
upon_ the smaller pm, it -attacked,with such fury that it lost a
4ii'ge piece of its tail.

Angered by these disturbances, the god Ticsi °sent a
thunde=rstorm, Both serpents were struck dead by lightning7,As

'they sank back into the swollen lake, it broke free- ut its
southern rim and all the water came pouring out.
When the yalley had, been formed in this manner; then the
first rwo human beings, called Mama and Taita, were hurled
farth from a'spring. until then they had remained hidden In the
earth for fear of the serpents. In later daR; the descendants of

this pair constructed the templc of Huarivilca, the ruins
which can still he seen.
Today it is widely believed that the serpents still live in a
cave, where from time to time they grow to enormous size_
And taking advantage of die winds that blow up duringthungerstorms, they Cry to ride into- the sky. But they arc always

killed by lightning striking down through the clouds. And
when a serpent appears in the sky, if it is white,, the year wilfbe

good; if it is black, the year will be had.

I

lived in an encampment in the middle Oeffie'
Mountains. He had many deer and a tine, large
tent. His older siste,f,was the misfressof his tent and
like a mother to him.. For t ey had no mrents, and she had
taken care if him since be had been a little boy. Whenever-he
followed her advice, things_ turned out right. Whenever he
didn't, he got into troubleF But he would rot always listen to
her.

One evening Wilka sat by the hearth: He got bored and he
said."I'm tired of living its one placae. 'The rivers flowfrom the
mountains to the sea. I- too will go down to the sea nd hunt sea
animals."

-we have large herds of deer, plenty of=
of meat and fat,- his
sister said. `'Wl-ly go down to the sea ?'

"Pm tired of venison," Wilka insisted. And I need walrus
hides for a new harness. I wilt go down to the "ea."
"Make a new harness of deerskin,- hissister said ",Then we
canticle across the mountainio the next encampment and get
you abeaundtil
But Wilka didn'wnswer.
Next morning he awakened before dawn. He did not rouse
his sister, he' id not make the fire. Ho dres.sedandwent out of
the tem. Five times he threw his rope, andcaught five of his
strongest stags. He harnessed them to his sled and piled the
sled with meat for the long journey.
His sister woke andsaid, "This is a foolish thing you're doing,
Willca, Y0111 do not know the sea. and you are not a sea hunter.

You'll perish. You're as Jong as a summer day, but your
thoughts are as sho
But Wilkes answered,
And he .did,

winter day, Don't go!"
will."
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A river flo« ccl on his right; it r an straight clt n
and Wilka drove his team along the river.
At a rocky spot where there had been Illand;ilideohe

slowed down, Wilka stopped hid deer. took his leaden
smillbox from his pouch, and shook out some tobacco in the
pain-) of his hand. The last deer in the team sneezed.
"Why did he sneeze?" thought Wilka, "Does it mean that I
will perish in the sea and never come hack home?"
Still, he went on. For a long time the rivet Bowed straight, t(n.
a long time Wilka followed it. They came to a high cliff and the
river made a sharp turn. Wilka stopped again and took some

more snuff Tbe leading deer, snow-white, looked hack and
sneezed,

ught, "Another deer sneezed, \taw I know
And Wilka
perish!"
But still he did not turn hack. Ile rode and rode. The sun rtas
high over the Tral Mountains.
The river had almost reached the sea it spread taut wide.
And Wilta stopped again, and took out his snuffbox A hrceze
New the tobacco in the air, All five deer raised their heads, laid
their wide horns along their backs, and sneezed.
"III atever
No all five deer sneezed," said Wilka to himself.
ti
sec home again.
Ile said it, and he drove his sled straight toward the sea.

At the edge of the sera the five deer stopptid and lotiked
ahead. And Wilka looked where, they looked. Aiong the shore
of the salt sea a huge white hear walked on the
"I found what I came for," said \X'ilka. "There's my quarry!
hear stood, wapiting, as
fidd rove the five deer on the ice
But suddenlyif teasing Wilka. Now he was almost within r
he turned and ran toward the water, away front shore.
deer arc fast
"I'll catch up with him," thought Wilka,
The hear ran faster and faster. Lumps of frt zen snow flew up
his head from his hind paws, The deer flew after fun

lightly that their hooves sallied not to unich the ice.
But now the ice began to split ;wart. Black water flowed

the crack. more than a man's step wide But Wilka paid
attention onK to the hcar. Ile did not)sce the crack.
The hear leaped, and the deer carried the sled aerdss the
crack, rho ran 6n. Again there' its a crack befOrc them-

ps wide. They crossed it too. The ice spread open a third
time-the Crack was -tree steps vide, The hear sat down on-his
haunches gathetN himself up. and leaped across it. 11w deer
ficw over it like flock of birds.
tired at the bear. The bear roared. stood up on his hind
leg;o, and struck a paw at the middle deer. The deer fell dead.
and the bear fell dead.
Willva skinned the hear and put his thick pelt in,thesled to
tak'c home. Then he turned his team around and started hack,
ginig a song ahput Wilka. the great sea hunter.
) Ile came to the' place ere the crack had been. and looked:
nothing arciunolibut water, sea waves rising. (lining their backs.

high above him. No shore anwher in sight. Ile had been
.

carried on an ice floe far into the
-Well.- said Wilka to himself. ctrl shout, and I t an
that won't make the shore come any closer to me
And Wilka settled do.. n ut the floe. For three yearsitth
N. ayes tarried -t riZ floe over the sea. For three years

ilka lived

on the meat of his deer. Now he only had one deer left-the
white one.
The fourth
fourthyear came. and Wilka r444)ught; -If I'm to s ay all. e,
FR have to kill Rh last deer. No, I will perish.anraN% Let the
deer

He brought the white deer to the edge of the )c

)e

pushed him down into the wilier and said. -Swim. Nlavl
will reach the shore.
The deer began to sworn, (hen looked art
'cars nom c(1
from his CVCS. I le swam sway a hundred steps and turned hack.
lc leaped up on thu
unt to Ins master, and licked his lace

unclerstOod. "Ile's saing(to

If we have to die. its

better that N. c eiie u)ge,therll.' hut I thin tt is hest that oric of us
sho tuld sta. ailtc
.And he pushed the ducr onc.e inure If-Ito the v., ater i Itts dm(

Inu'dur swam t, niindrud ',tern, and then returned,
IleIiiI'ud ilka LK(' tV
Wilka understood -I le's',
tt) in

't .11m1) upon Iii

hack 'Master CC c shall s tilt together
me on his bark,
neu:r reach land,tic stroked the . Inte dver and pushed htnl dom Ii lint, Opt
-,ea a third tirtie Ilc remained alone nn the floe.
Thutluur :sain three hundred steps and giant ud hat k at Ins
Rut

er for the last time. WiLka waved to him. The deer shook
his horns, and swam on.
Wilka looked after him. Now the white deer disappeared
from sight:Even his horns could no longer be seen behind the
waves.

Who can tell lib

any or how few days Wilka lived by
himself on the tie floc? Etc shriveled up from lack of ood. His
clothes, his boors wore down tO tatters. When the su looked
°tit, it warmed him. -When the frost struck, he did n = t know
whether he was alive or dead. He lost all strength. He lay there
on the ice, his eyes closed.
The waves broke pieces off the floe. The wind-chipped it. It
ligrew so small that it might melt down altogether any day..
At dawn one morning something bumped against the floe.

Wilka opened his eyes: a tree trunk rocked upon the waves
nearby. It must have been a huge tree. A great wind must have

torn itout by the roots.

WILLI. crawled over to the t
F and curled up among the
Riots. He no longer understood nything. All that he saw was
the sun rising, the waves breaki_ g,- the foam splashing.
And Ithc tree was driven on anIOn over the sea until one day

it struck shore ice. There was a booming poise, and
thought he heard a voice speak:

iLka

Are you dead or alive, Wilka? Land is near, get -up!';

He raised himself a little-sometrUiig'-black was in the
distance. Land, or a cloud? He could not tell.
He crept out from among the roots Onto the ice, rested a bit,
then started toward the fildek thing far ahead_ When he could.
Walk, he walked; when he couldn't, he crawled-. Whenhe, had
r no strength left, he lay down and rested. Finally he reached the
shore:
"After all he thought
bone
on land: At least I
shall not die in the water.
He looked around. A huge tree sum(' bef re him tinder its
CCp pit Wilka got down into the pit, and went to

Fk was awakened by a loud ki king. The tree 0% cr 111,11
shook. Someone was chopping at the roots.
"The tree will tall tnd crush rut," thoubut he had
d

no strength to climb out of the pit And so hr cried, "Who's that
I7
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or I will show you!And those who were chopping the tree were two giant

up there?

sisters,' the daughters. of the Master of the -Deer. The older
and said, "I think a mouse squeaked. Take a
sister heard

look under the riots,
The younger one peered into the pit, saw Wilka, and got
frightened.
Come away." she said tr4 her older sister. "Something's_down there-neither man nor beast.".

"Remember," said the other, "what our father told
-"Whatever You may see on the shore, look at it well.' Lei's look
at

And. both peered into the pit The younger sister said, "It
-may be a man, I don't know whether he's alive or dead. What
do we need him for?"
And the older one answered, "Father said, 'Whatever you
itiaY find upon the shore, don't leave it there.' Let'S take him, he
may turn out to he of some use."
She stuck her hand into the pit and pulled Vka out. She felt

him. War fla That meant he was alive, She put him into her
hurry, we'll take him hack
mitten antTsaid to her sister,
to the tent."
They did, not fipish chopping, the tree, They got into their
a'empty sled and-Arbuehome There they tried to warm Wilka by
'the, tire. He thawectont and began to MOW his arms and legs a

little.
And n

h.

Aptside creaked under the runners

sle'd. The Master of the Deer was coming honk, The giant
s ran out of,the tent to IlleCt their, father.
dlt).1

ers," he said to them. *id y

bring he

d, we brought a little Liam they.
"We didn't ring the
said, tmharnessing their father's reindeer-each one like a
mountain.
The Master prthe Deer Went into the [(AIL, 100f(ed
who it was lying by the hearth;andSaid, "But this iS
grazes deer in the middle of the mountain range. I se
had a bad time,
"Very bad." .said Wilka. "I n Vc h ight I'd bring mv
back to solickland,"
18
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"You'wouldn't have either," the Master the Deer said.
-You have to know the sea to hOnt there. It
our luck that
the white deer came to me itiSt in time. lie told me how you
floated on the ;ee togethe howybu S'ayed his life with(
thinking of yourself. It %Nu who sent the tree upon the wat
sty it would bring you baeo shore. Stay with us awltilc, fill v
recover your strength.

An 'Wilka began

live with the Master of the Deer,

giant sisters fed him well and c( gath ng strength.
him warmly. At firs : Wilka sat by the tire all the time Then he
started to crawl on all fours. Then he stood up and.walked on
his feet,
Whenkle cot d walk, he,said to the Master of the Deer. "Give
me two deer. I will return to my own tent, in tl middle of the
mountain range.'
-Wait Wilka:" the Master o the Deer answered, "The tundra
is frozen over, the people have lost many deer. I must go to the
tundra to thaw out the ground, to bring faWns to the herds. Stay

here while I'm away and tend my deer.The sisters harnessed two enormous deer, each as big as
mountain,to their father's sled. The Master Of the Deer sat
down in thOled and whistled, and heads of Jeer rose` from
behind. each `knoll .and ,hillock, like prows of boats over The
crestsof waves, e Master of the.Deer drove his pair, the little,
fawns ran after him.
Wilka looked; the fawns n on and on. there seemed no end
mallest leaped by. it was already
e herd. When at last,
evening_ ,

And the old deer Stayed behind. Wilka bcgau lo tend the

herd. lied harness three bucks to a sled, drive out sonic
distance, then stop and dig up the snow,with a little spade. It
re were moss and ilehen,Updcr the sn9w, he would bring
the herd there. The deer never went hungry.
No one can tell how lung it took before the Vaster tit thc.!
Deer returned Three Liar; he drove around his herd, then he
cane lack and said to \X'ilka, "You tended rib de& Well Now
mu can gu holm:
The giant sisters prepared AA I 1.0 Vr 1k niccdc.t fun the
journey Thcy =piled a sled with frozen yenison and w arm
blankets. They sewed new clothes for him The\ harnessed._

four does ) the sled, In parting; the Master of the Deer aid to
"These does will take ),ou,to your tent_ But /lc; no Make
themi.turn off the road,. Don't entdr anybody's ilse.s.tent. Don't
speak to/strangers, If you do. there will be trouble,"
The Master of tile Deer
The does sprang ti)
rd
and pulled the sled.
WiLka sat in the sled, impatient to gyt home. He looked lit the
does: they scarcely seemed to move. Ile looked at the woods:

the trees flew by
He rode a king time TI-e forest ended; they came out into
die-tiindra, Nothing nut-snow and snow_ then an encampment

appeared in the distance. Many tents stood dark agalTt the
snow,
-Let me stOp at the encampment, bought WLIka, "I'll talk to
people.
find out the news::
fie forgot the warning dlAthe Master of the Deer. He pulled at

the harness, -but the does shook their horns. and would not
tak.'e him to the strange encampment,
-Well, if you will-not come, wait for me here!" said VC7ilka,=

He jumped out of the sled and ran toward the tents. The
people ran out of the tents to meet him. Wily stared:.they did
not look like people, y91 they were people. Each,had only one
-eye. one arm, and one leg. They gathered around him and took
him to tie biggest tent_ They seated him on a skin by the fire
an1.0ffered him food.
Wilka ate less as he looked in wonder
looked back at him in wcinder.

Tholdest man in the encampment said. -What does he
need two eyes, two arms, and two legs for? This guest of ours
will make Is excellent men. Let us, chop him in halfThe piece of meat he was eating stuck in Wilka's thro
was only now that he remembered the warning of the Master
of the Deer not to enter strange tents: there would he trouble,
he said, and
and here it was
-Still." thought Wilka,
ish at sea Perhaps l v% ill

eseapelhis danger. too.
And he said to his one - armed hosts,

good! I'm glad

will be two men We'll have a jolly time together. 'file two
halves will he closcr,than two brothers. Let's finish eating.
_Then we'll go outside and you will chop me in two."
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When the axes were sharp enough, they looked around: no
Wilka.

-Where are you; -Wilka?,' they shouted.
here'" he 'answered.

The oneeyes looinzed again no Wilka any `here He had
slipped around to the -sicleNvhere.they had no eyes.
But the camp elder guessed it turned quickiyand hopped
over to Wilka, intending to catch him. Wilka ;lipped around to
the side where he had no arm, -While the elder was turning

again, Wilka managed to escape freirg the encampment
altogether. The one-legged chased him, hopping as fast as MO'
could, But Wilka'had two feet--he ran faster. He leaped into the
sled, The does dashed of at hill speed, raitiing =a Snowslbo"rrn.
behind them.
Once again Wilka rode through the tundra, singing s
.cheer himself on the. long way_
He r=ode a day, twodays, many, many dayS. Suddenly :another

encampment appeared, A multitude of tents stooddark against
the.White snow. And Wilka loPged again' to talk to people,
Again he filrgot the warning of the Master of the Decr. He
started turning his ream toward the enciinviment, but the does
shook their horns and would not go. Wilkkcliinbed down from

'the sled and an toward the people_
From the distance he saw them searching tbr sotn thing in
the snow, digging something up and puffing it in their mouths.
When they noticed Wilka, they surrounded hirn2and led him to
the largest tent. The. tent was covered With moss instead of
animal sldns. There werc no -skins inside it either-- nothing-but
piles of moss. WiLka wondered, but said riffling: \
His hosts nv.T.de Wilka sit down and began to serN'e him A
beautiful lo_ ng-haired gabroug_ht- in Nur, large bowl.s. In one

there was fresh moss, in the other dried _moss, in the third
soaked moss. in the fou'rth, %lied mOS.
Wilka didn't know what to do He could not eat, yet hr could
not reftts'e. He tasted the moss. choked on it. and moved the
bowl away,.

The carki elder ,Lsked, -Why don t ytru cat?:
And Wilka answered, -I'm not a deer, I don't ca
The elder, stood up and shouted, -He must belong to the
deer people! Their deer trample our food. Let us kill him!"

1

Wilkii.finished his meal and they went out-of the tent. His
hosts choge a place where the siidw Was tratnpled down hard,
and told Wilka to sit doWri They began to sharpen their tows.
Theyitimped on-Wilka,tied his hands andrfeet, and dragged
him outSide into'the snow..
Ilka lay, on the snow and remembered, the «orris of the

of the Deet "If

I

hadn't :gone into a stran

encampment, I wiouldn't he in trouble now. Btit now th
trouble's here, I. must somehoss find a,way:to toOl it!"
And he said to the people; 1 didn t eat your tilod:r in not a
deer. But sou are not deer, either; and I did'not see you rat it
never-believe that, there are pedple who eat moss. Why
don't ,you at the food Wu serve me yourself? Show- me the_
ernpfY howls, then you can kill n c
.

The people ran hack tci the-tent to eat themoss..And that V+4i,S"

all Wilka needed He began to roll overin the snow to loosen
the bonds, and trice. to tear them with his teeth.- Wilka had
strong teeth, but the ponds were stronger.
Suddenly the long-haired girl came Out of the tent. She had a
big knife in her:hands.

'Veil," thought Wilka. "That'S the end of-,me..
But the girl had no evil on her mind,She cut the bonds on
Wilka's hands and 'feet.
UWilka jumped up and looked at the girl Her haiewas long,
and she- was beautiful She said to him, "Run quickly,- or m

people will kill yoi"
But Wilka answered, "Why-should I run from such a kin
beautiful girl?"
=

that-case, let us runtogether, I can't remain here
They will kill me for freeing you."
Wilka took her bv the hand and they ran.

The moss-eaters came out of the tent with empty bowls.
they shouted and ran Act:Wilk:I and the girl. tut the nvo had
already reached the sled They lumPed in, and the does sprang
or
raising clouds of snow behind them.
its (trine and drove for many classy But Wilka did not stop
gain and did not turn off again. He never looked at anything
txcept the- beautiful, long-haired girl.
At last the 1Jral Mountains appeared. Wilka's tent
the middleof them.= His deer grit -zed on their slopes
22
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r. -SOori they :stopped:at WOWS

old white. deer ran Up.to

and

.

.

.

hislace.

Then Wilka-'s- sister came out of the tent and asked
that with you?"

"That's the
together now

If The

"Ah, so you got yourself. a wife at last!
about
Then she laughed and said And v4There are the walrus hides
for a new harness? Ours is really badly Worn by now."
"I have n o walrus hides. We'll make strong new harnes
of deerskin."
And where is the meat of sea animals? You were
_
tnison."
"Venison is fine. Prepare a good meal. We'll teach my wife to
at meat Snd fat. And I .4." Wilka thought awhile and said "I've
had long enough of traveling_ f won't go to the sea again."
.
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n a time of famine once
when the whole village was going of to new bun
grounds a little orphan girl named Nuliajuk
vas left behind_ Nobody could bother
About an extra mouth to feed.

They were in a huiry
to get-td a-place where there Vas,food..
They made a raft* the kayaks to cross the river on
and the parents put their children on board
little Nuliajuk who had no-one to take care of her
jumped out on the raft alit left the slito're,
wanting to scv tub,
but the people threw her-off into the water.

' The little girl tried to hold on to the edge of the raft
but they cut her fingers off;
and as she went-under
the .pieCesi of her_fingeti came alive in the water
and turned intofseals:
That's where seals came -from.
25.

And Nuliajuk -floated to the bottom
were she became Mother of the- Sea
and Ruler off All Beasts on sea and land.-

her house underthe water_
ere she
and keeps track of everything-We,do;
and:when we break taboos she punishes us
by biding theanimals. Then* hunting is bad
and people starve.- That is why
she is-the most eared of all the gods!'
Nuliajuk gave seals to mankind;

is true,

but she is ran friendly to people
for they had no pity on her when she lived on earth,
throwing her into the sea likethat to drown...
So naturally she would like mankind to.periSh too.
That is why we do our best
to be as, good as we can .
ke Nuliajuk think kindly of
and
,
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11 the men were getting ready to hunt the sea lions.
The people liked sea lion rneat -best of all. But the Sea
lion was very fierce. Only the sin3ngest-huriters'aiiild
the-sea= liiis
Blackskin sat by the fire. in the Chief's big house..Ele watched =_

the Smoke going up through the smoke hole in the roof of the
hotis; Fie did not say anything to anyone..
The :-Men were going by the door.ach wore his best shin
kir the sea Iron hunt. That was what the .htinters always' did:
The Chiefs wffe carne up to Blackskin. "Will the Men ask you
tcygoKm die sea lion Inuit?" she said.
"They will. not ask Me. But I am going." he said Bring me a
clean Shirt."
The -Chiefs wife brou t a clean shirt and a band for his hair.
-Sheript these, with some food, in a small bundle: Blarkskin put
the bundle inside his Old shirt and Went cic)wri
sea.
wentotoward the big canoe.
All then people-were .watching the young
canoe out into the Water.
The hunters were ready to go: Blackskin stood and watched
them.
When the Chief and his bunters were seated in the canoe,
.

Blackskin walked out into the water.
will go with you," he said,
Everyone laughed and shouted, "hook at 131ackskin, the great

sea lion hunter,- Fie does not even have a clean shirt."
the young .men pushed the big canoe away from the shore.
But BlaeksIdti took hold of the canoe and held it, and the men

could not move It. They all turned and looked at the Chief
"Let toy nephew come with, us," Saicrthe Chief. "Fie can clip

the Water out of the bottom of the 'canoe."
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The hunters looked at hlaksktn and said,. "How many sea
lions are you,going to kill?"
But Blackildn didnot say a ward_ He got into the canoe. He
sat in the bottom. of the came and:went to sleep.
At last the Chief and his hUnteri came to the island where
the-sea lions lived. As the canoe came up to the shore, the Chief
ithiped out Sea lions were all around' him.-1'
The Chief caught a small sea lion by the tai and hit it on the

i

rocks and killed it. Then he Went after a big sea lion, the biggest

sea lion of them all
' The thief was a strong man. He lumped on top of the sea
=

lion. He was going to twist it head as he had twisted the tree in
the village-. But-the-sea- lied threw him of He.fell and hit hishead on.a rock and was kil ed."
When the hunters Saw wh t had happened, theypaddled the
canoe out to sea. But Blac 'n -put on his clean shirt and the
band on his hair. He `stood up -in the front of the canoe and

spoke as a chief would spe
Take the Canoe back to the igland of the sea lions; I will kill

the sea lion that killed my ncle."
The hunters knew that a C itef had spoken. They paddled the
canoe back to then island.

Blackskin stepped out oithe canoe. He went after the seat
lion that had killed his uncle. He twisted the sea lion's head
until it was dead. Then he hit many of the srnallef sea lions and
killed them.
Now the hunters were afraid of Blackskin, for he was very
Strong. They remembered how they had made funiof him..So

the men paddled the came away from the island, and left
Blackskin alone.

,

lackskin was alone on the island of the sea lions. Dead
sea lions, were .all about hint He did not know what

to do.Blackskin was very tired. So he lay down and
went-i& sleep.= In--his 'Sleep he heard -the beating -of sticks.
Suddenly he heard someone say, "I have come-for you.When Blackskin looked around, he could see no one Then
he heard the call again, "-I have been sent to get you."
Blackskin looked around again: But he.saw -nothing but a
-black duEk swimming -in the wa
Now, as everyone knows, every animal lives in his own place.
Fish live in the water, and birds live in the air. The duck can-fly

in the air but he can also go under the water.
The shaman, or man of magic, had told Blackskin that
sometimes a man can change himself into a fish or into a bird,

or even into a duck
"Get on my .back%said the duck, and keep your eyes
..--.
shut': Blackskirm n afraid. He went out to the duck The
duck becarne much larg . Blacksldn lay on the back of the
duck and shut his eyes.
felt that he was going down, down,.
down to the bottom of the sea.
.

When Blackskin opened his eyes, he was in a very fine house.

was the house of the sea lio
lions looked just like people.

er t. he sea. Here the sea
.

In the house, of the sea lions, lying on a bed, was a boy who

was in great pain. He was crying all of the time Blackskin
looked at the boy and saw that there was in his side a bone
head.
kskin cut the bone spear head. out of the boy's side. He
washed the place with clean water. The boy got well at once.
The boy was the son of the Chief of the sea lions. The Chief

said to Blackskin, ''You have made my son well Ask for
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thing and I shall gife if -to .you,"
131aekskin had looked around in the house H had seen a
beautiful box that was hanging overhead.
"I would like thafbeautiftiLbox," said.Blackskin.
shall be yours, said the Chief of the sea lions: But take'
good care of that box, for it is the most wonderful thing I have.
It is a magic box: It is the 'box of the winds.' Call any wind you
want, and whistle. The wind you have called will come to the
box."'
cf took. dawn the box and gave it to Blackl
The
got into the box, for it was a very-large one. Sullenly
Blacks
he fou himself -in the middle of the sea. H e called r the
t would take him back to,his o n villa e. When he
Wind
whistled, the wind came and blew hirn and the box:- Soon
Blackskin saw the shore of his own village, The
wind blew the
,
box up on the shore:.
All the people were glad to see Black.skin again, The:first
thing he did was to bang the bok up on the tree by the village.

He did not want it to be hurt

E

The people told Blackskin that he was their new Chief But
some of the young men ran away into the woods. They were
afraid of Blackskin. They remetnbered how they had made fun
Of him. They remembered how they had gone off and left him
on the 'sea lion island.
But 131ackskiri was not angry with any of the young men.
"Do not be cruel," he said If you are cruel, you will be
ashamed of yourself, and otherswill be ashamed of you And do
not inake fun of anyone ps you did of me when my uncle was
Chief"

*kskin was a good m
le.

.

He was a good Chief to his

he wind had drivel the ice upon. the bfach. The seals
had gone. The birds had gone. The fish had gone: The
people of the village were sitting in the council house
-hup,.waiting to die.
had gone out and caught a little bird for the people.
had caught a large bird for the people. He had even can
seal for them. ,They were still alive, d the seal oil lamps wer
still burning to keep the kashim warm.
But this was not enough. The starving time was not ove
the people would the unless Puzwuk could find more food fo
them:
The next morning, P
k took his harpoon and his spear.
He went out of the kas
e started to go over the ice to the
hole where he had found the seal.
As he went over the ice, a snow storm came. The wind blew;
And there was so much snow that Puzwuk did not know where
he was going.
Puzykruk_did not want to gb back to the kashim without any
food for
people, So he slowly went on in-the snow. Soon he
lbst his way. He found himself on the side of a large hill made
up of piles of ice pushed up by the wind.
Suddenly Puzwuk heard A great roar. He thought
the hill
of lee had broken off from the shore and would go out to sea..
Therf-he heard-the roar again. This time it seemed closer to
him.. He stood still and looked all around. The snowing had
stopped.
Then Putruk saw, coming over the c_ e and snow, the
biggest polar bear he had ever seen.
Now Puzwuk knew that this was starving time for the polar
bears as well as for his people. This polar bear must be very
hungry. So the bear wanted to catch an Eskimo just as he would
rabbit or a-seal.-

.

Puzwuk -was a fast' runner. He started to run around the hill

of ice and snow The polar bear ran after him. The boy went
around and around the hill. The polar bear wasright behind
Little by little, Ptizwuk got ahead of the polar bear. Soon the
be:ar could not see-him but the bear was following his tracks in
the snow. Then Puwk slipped and fell. AS he did so, he saw a
hole in the ;cakes of. ice. Quickly, he hid -himseLf in the hole.

The polar bear did not knQw tfiat the boy had hidden
himself So he raced around and around the hill of iee. Puzwtik

could hear him.rbar as he went by his hid
Puzwuk said to himself,

ate

The next time that bear passes by; I shall thlbw my spear. I
'shall hit the bear in the heart and kill him. Then there will be

much food for the people:"

#e"

a last roar,

e hear _fell in, the snow, Purwiik had killed
.

-

The bear was s big that Puzwuk could not Move him. As the
snow was not fall ,.Plazwiiik Ohull see where.he was. So he
started out to the Magee It was a haid jotiriley, for the snow
was deep, bui,Piiriviik at last got tp. the kas him
The woman who had been good to him Was- o ad to see
him. She had bee_ n afraid he was lost.
I have killed a polar bear, said
sa Puzwuk. There will be
plentyof food for all the people..ptit all the men who are strong,,

enough must come with me to bring ihe'bear in."
the people in the kashim said,
-Look The boy we pin out of our homes when he was little
has killed a polar bear. We ue sorry we were not. kind to him.
Now: he will give Meat to all of us. The statvingktime iS oVer'
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long time ago, the son of acbief married, the daughter
of anothec Chief The yOung man went to live in the
house of his ife's mother; aS the custom was But the
mother-in-law -did not like him.
All day king thewife's mother made fun of her son-in-law.
She called him a lazy Man and said that be did notwork like the
.Other men in the village. He did not cut woad .' d he did not
o fishin

NOW there vas a lalee .up in the .mountains tat se young
man often theitight about pe hatl'hard Many stdries that the
old men told about a monsterthat lived in this lale. The young
man wanted to go to the-lake' and tO see this monster.
mien summer' came. the salmon came up the river by the
lla e. All the people -of-the village went out to fish for the
salmon. The ytun g man Went with them. But pe caught only
to salmon. Then he went away,_ and no one saw.where he
_

The_beautifni'vvife cried for her husband. lot her mother

said, "I hope I never see yolk lazy yntsband again., They Say he
caught only two salmon, and then he yent away. I am glad he is
gone.-

But the young man had taken his two _salmon and had
climbed up to the lake in the mountains. There,he had made a
fire and smoke the salmon 'so that they would, keep_
.-The yoting.ri)an made himself a lithe house besidessthe lake.
Then he took his ax and alt' down-a big tree that stood besidethe e: When the tree fell into the lake,11-ie young man said
IloW I sbali'make a trap to-catch the monster that lives in
the lake.-

The young mapsptitkhe tre,part way down, and kept the
rialvesapar't with sticks. He put the tree in the Water of the=.,

'th the ma halves held apart, and

water in between

them,
Then the young man put one of the sahnon on his line and le
it dbvirn in the lake right between the halves of thetree:,
waited until lie fel a pull on his line. Then he pulled dip the line
after th
very, quickly. The monster game up to the topirti
salmon :So' the monster was right between the halves of the
tree.

Quickly, the yOyng man kicked the sticks that held the
halvea,ofshe:tiee *art. The halves came together and caught
the head of the monster. He made a great noise in thewater
but soon he-wag ,dead.
The young man used his sticks to separate the rwbr'fililves-of
=

the tree.' Then he took the monster out of the water and
skinned itI e dried the skin very Carefully.
. Now the old deriliad said that if a rriyi;coUld trawl into the
skin of the lake monster, he Could gcdoWiihnder'the water. So
the young man- awledinto the skin of the monster and swam

down under rt e water. There he found a beantiful Must

where the r''
. .

had lived.
At last t young Man came up from the 86itoni of thelake.
ire- crawled out of the skin of the Monster When the skin was
a hollowArge where nothing would hurt it
dry, he put it i

Then the youn pan went back ,to the village.

-.

_The beaut u1 wife was very glad to see her hush /Ind But the
molt wrin-laW :said, .!aI 'hoped that 'I would never see that lazy.
,,,he has come back to eat the, salmon that
man again.; Biit 'n

the rest of Os have cut."

-.

For aortae, there was.plentyof salmon. All the people
Village had all they wanted to eat. But soon all. the dried salnion

was gone. The men went out but tit), could not catch an fish.
The people in the village were hungry.

6

he people in the village, were hungry. The dried
salmon was all gone. d the.men-could not catch zany
more fish, One -day tl ,ypurig;nialf said =to hi wife,
am going away. Every night I shall be go
rettlrn in
e morning. But J am not borne before the raven callk, you

will know that

dead:,

The Young Man went up to the lake in the mountains and got
the monster' s skin out of the hollow tree. He put it on and went
down into the lake, He swam from the lake down into the river
by the villageAnd then but into the se_ a. He swam around in the
sea and found a big Salt-non:4

It was dark as he brought the salmon' to the shore by the
village. HeRut it in front of his mothdr,mziaWs house.Then he
carried the'S,Idri back to the lake and hid it in the hollow tree:
He got back to his wife before the raven called,:
1-

In the morning, the ,rnother-in-law found the big salmon
before her house. She called the Chief, her lihsbatid, and said,
`Look what my spirits have broughit Lo mpl: Go and Call the
people of the:vifliige_;_:
he ybung man slept all day. In the evening, he left and was
gone all night. But hewas home agaifkbefore the raver! called.
In the -morning, the Mother-in-laWfound two big salmon
beflore her house, The young man Whispered to his wife that it

was he who had caught the sal ion.
"But do not tell anyone what have told yogi, he .sai
Then the girl man went to sleep and- slept all day
.

.

_

-mother-in-law was very angry With him and called him Steep
Fellow. But the wife only smiled:,
Now-the_ rnother-in-law began to be very proud of Herself:

She began
. to think that she was a shaman- and could have
anything that she wished. She wished for a halibut, which is a
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fish larger than' a salmon.
The next morning, a large halibut was in front of the mother-

in-law's house. Now the woman was sure that she was a
shaman.

The Chief had a dancing apron like the shaman wear made
for his wife. He had rattles, made and a mask carved like an
animal.
The mother -in -law danced and shook her rattles. Then she

asked the Food Spirit to bring her a sea lion. The young man
heard her wish. The next morning, a dead sea lion was in front
of the Chiefs house. All the people had a feast.
At the feast, the mother-in-law put on her dancing apron and
danced and danced. She told the Food Spirit to bring her. a
whale.
A whale is yen,. large. The wife was afraid that something
would happen to her husband if he tried to catch a whale. But
he said,

"In the morning, listen for the raven. If you hear the raven
before I come back, you will know that something has
happened to me. If you find me, do not let the people take me
out of the skin I wear. It is the monster's skin that is bringing us
the good luck. Put the monster's skin by the hollow tree beside
the lake."

Again the young man put on the monster's skin and went
under the sea. He had a hard time catching a whale. It took him

a long time to get the whale to the shore, The whale made a
great noise.
Just then the raven called The young man was trying tc get
out of the monster's'skin. His head was sticking out. But as the
raven called, .he died.
The people of the village rushed down to the shore. They
saw the big whale on the shore. They thought they saw the
monster with the young man's head sticking out of his mouth.
The Chiefs daughter heard the raven call. She rushed down
to the shore and saw her husband in the monster's skin.
"Oh, my husband., my husband," she cried,
"The monster has eaten her husband," everybody said.
But the wife said,
"My husband had killed the monster and was using his skin
to get food for the people. He caught the fish, the sea lion, and

the Whale..For my mother is not a shaman. The Food Spirit did

not send her the food. All of it was caught by my husband."
Then she told them not to take her husband's-body from the
sldri, but to carry him, in the skin, up to the lake. There they put

the body near thehollow tree.
, one evening, the wife went up to the lake. She heard her
husband calling, "Come to the lake and get on my back." There

in the lake, she saw the monster. She got on the hack of the
monster. She heard her husband's voice say,
"Hold tight."
The - monster swam down under the lake with his beautiful
wife, They now live in the bottom of the lake and often go
down the river past the village to the sea. If anyone shouktse
the monster or his wife, good luck will come to hirn.

The Wo an Stolen
by Xi,
man 'was out fishing and drying halibut, and his
wife helped him. One day he felt something very heavy
?on his hook, and could not pull it up. He tied the line

to the thwart of the canoe, and paddled ashore. With much
trouble he managed to land the fish on the beach. He called on
his wife to kill it quickly, and she despatched it with her knife.
She cut it. up and hung it up to dry, as is done with halibut. They
did not know what kind of a fish it was It was quite strange to

them, but they thought it might be ood food. When the
woman had finished her work, she vnt to the edge of the
water to wash her hands.
As soon as she pat her hands into tlye _water, something
seized them and pulled .her underneath the sea. She had been
txken by the Killer-Whales, who had come to have revenge on
the man for killing their friend.
Tice man followed the trail of his wife and her captors under
the sea. He came to the house of the Fish chief, and asked him if

he knew where his wife was The chief said 'Iles, the KillerWhales have taken her to be their slave." The man asked the
chief if anf, fish of his company would care to help him get back

his wife. The chief asked the fishes if any of them would
volunteer, and Shark said he would go. Shark went ahead to
Killer-Whale's house, and hid the man outside the doOr. He
went in, 'and saw that the Killer-Whales were about to make
their evening meal. Oleic chief said,. "Make the fire blaze, that

'e may see well!" Shark was standing next to the fire. He
jumped up quieldy and put much wood on the fire, so that it
blazed up. The chief then said Some one fetch water!- Shark
41
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seized the buckets and. ran otit to draw water. As he came in
and was passing the tire, he stumbled pUrposely, and upset the
buckets in the tire, thus causing a dense cloud of ashes and
steam to arise. Quickly he,caught up the woman, pushed her

(jut into the arms- of her husband. who was waiting, and
folkiwed them. Shark kept in the rear, and said to the man,
-Keep a-going! If they overtake us, I shall tight them." When
the man and woman were nearly home, they looked hack, and
saw a severe fight

progress. Shark was fighting all the, Killer]

Whales, biting then with his sharp teeth, and tearing them
with his rough skin.

The 'mounded Water
glabem kept back all the water in the world; so that
rivers stopped flowing, and lakes dried up, and the
people everywhere began' dying of irst. As. a last
resort, they sent a messenger to hiM to ask -m to' give the
people water; but he refused, and gave the m ssenger only a
drink from the water in which he washe But this was not
enough to satisfy even the thirst of one. Then the people began
complaining, some saying, "I'm as dry a a fish," "I'm as dry as a
frog," "I'm as dry as a turtle,- "I'm as dry asia beaver," and the
like, as they were on the verge of dying of thirst.
At last a great man was sent to Aglabem to beg him to release

the water for the people. Aglabem refused, saying that he
needed it hirnsek to lie in Then the messenger felled a tree, so
that it fell on top of the monster and kill(4 him. The body of
this tree became the main river (St. John's River), and the
branches became the tributary branches of the liver, while the
leaves became the ponds at the heads of these streams. As the
waters flowed down to the villages of the people again, they
plunged in to drink, and became transformed
the animals

to which they had likened themselves when formerly
complaining of their thirst.

A Fish Story
rhaps you think that fish were always fish, and never
lived anywhere except in the water, but if you went
o Australia and talked to the black people in the sandy
desert in the center of the country, you would learn something

quite- different. They would tell you that long, long ago you
.would have met fish on the land, wandering from' place to
place, ancrhunting all sorts of animals, and if you consider how
fish are made, ou-will understand how difficult this must have
been and how c ver they were to do it. Indeed, so clever were
they that. they might have been hunting still ll. a terrible thing
had not happened.
_
One day the whole fish tribe came b ck very tired from a
hunting expedition, and looked abou r a nice cool spot in
which to pitch their camp. It was very
and they thought
that they could not find a more comfortable place than under.
the branches of a large tree by the bank of a river. So they made
their fire to cook some food, right on the edg of a steep bank,
which had a deep pool of water lying benear t at the bottom.

While the food was cooking they all stretched themselves
lazily out under the tree, and were just dropping off to sleep
when a big black cloud which they had never noticed spread
.

over the sun, ancl_heavy drops of rain began to fall, so that the
fire was almost put out; and that, you know, is-a very serious
thing in savage countries where they have no matches, for it is
very hard to light it ?gain. To make matters worse, an icy wind

began to blow, and the poor fish were chilled right through
their - bodies...

-

"This will never do," said Thuggai, the oldest .of the fish
tribe. "We shall die of cold unless we can li t the fire again,"
and he bade his sons rub two sticks toget er in the hope of
kindling a flame, but though they rubbed til they were tired,
not a spark could they produce.
45
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"Let me try." cried Biernuga, the bony fish, but he had no
re had Kumbal, the bream, nor any of
better luck, and no
the rest.
is no use,- exclaimed Thug,gai, at last. "The wood is too
wet. We must just sit and wait till the sun comes_out again and

deed, not more than tour
dries it." Then a very littlefi
inches long and the youngest of the tribe, bowed himself
before Thuggai, saying, "Ask my father. Guddhu the cod, to
light the fire. Fleis skilled in magic more than most fish.-So
Thuggai asked him, and Guddhu stripped some pieces of.bark
off a tree, and placed them on top of the smouldering ashes.
Then he knelt by the side of the fire and blew at it for a long
while, till slowl the feeble red glow became a little stronger
and the edges of e bark showed signs of curling up. When the
rest of the trib saw this they pressed close, keeping their
backs towards the piercing wind, but Guddhu told them they
must go to the other side, as he wanted the wind to fan his fire_
By and by the spark grew into a flame, and a merry crackling
was heard.
"More wood,- cried Guddhu, and they all ran and gathered
wood and heaped it on the flames, ck hich leaped and roared

and sputtered.

"We shall soon be warm now." said the people one to
another. "Truly Guddhu is great "; and they crowded round
again, closer and closer. Suddenly, with a shriek, a blast of wind
swept ciciwn from the hills and blew the fire out towards them.
They sprang back hurriedly, quite forgetting where they stood,
and all fell 'down the bank, each tumbling over the other, till
they rolled' into the pool that. lay below. Oh, how cold it was in

the dark water on whicti. the sun never shone! Then in an
instant they felt warm again, for the fire, driien by the strong
wind, had followed them right down to the bqttom of the pool,
ever. And the fish_ gathered
where it burned as brightly
round it as they had done on the top of the cliff, and found the
flames as hot as before, and that fire never went out, like those
upon the land, but kept burning forever. So now you know
why, if you dive deep down below the cold surface of the water

on a frosty day, you will find it comfortable and pleasant
underneath, and tae' quite sorry that you cannot stay there.
46
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The Serpent's I Bride
n the great wooded ,plains that lie between tie
Mountains and the sea, there was once a most
wonderful river. It was broad and dem, and its flow
'vas outlined by great fig trees capped with white flowering
thorns. You could alWays tell it from afar, in both sum
sum er and

winter, for .masses of evergreen foliage followed .ts many
windings. The land through which it coursed wa_ emerald

green, and many herds of goats and sheep fed on the

neighboring hills for the -grass was sweet and good.
A powerfial tribe had settled in this land, and on the side of a
hill that sloped up from the riverbanks they had built a large
city. There was plenty of wood lid good water and all of the
huts faced the morning sun. ReCause of this the nalie fields
grew in abundance, extending as far down as the riverside.
The King of this tribe was the richest and most powerful

man iri the whole country, and his herds of cattle were

a

wonder to behold. Game was abundant, and the King who was
a great hunter had decked his but with many skins of !inns and
tigers.
Indeed, the King had only one trouble, but that was rouble

enough. He and his people depended On the river for their
daily supply of water, and every now and again that water
would suddenly cease to flow. The entire river would dry up,
and 'thiS seemed to happen at any time of the year without
warning. Sometimes the drynes-\,..iwould last for weeks, and the
women would he forced to tray several hours in order to get
fresh water from a distant stream. No one in the tribe could

explain why 'this odd thing happened to the river, but
nevertheless it conti ed to plague them.
Even stranger than e dry river, however, was theract that
there was one Princess among them who could always fill her
4
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calabash. no,matter how dry the riverbed. She was the most
beautiful of all the King's daughters; tall and graceful, with skin
like flower petals and black eyes that danced like sun upon the
water. Because she never went with her sisters to the river; no
one knew where her water came from; -everyone supposed
that she had found some hidden pool that never quite dried up

and that she did not wish to share this secret with them. Her
name was Timba..
At the time of the stony, the river had been flowing steadily
for many months; the corntieldS were in full ear, and the great
tasseled mealies stood higher than a man's head. Every day all
of the Princesses went down to the river to fetch water and to
bathe in the great Red Pool, Only Timba went alone, but her
sisters had long ceased to notice her love of solitude,
When one day a strange thing happened. The morning was
cool and fresh after a heavy thunderstorm and the tall,grasses
were drenched with raindrops. All of the maidens from the

neighboring kraals came down to the river singing and

laughing. There were tall, well-grown women and slender girls
arming them; and even little maids of five or six, each with a
calabash on her head. They walked in single file, for the paths
were narrow, and they shouted gaily to one another across the
mealiefields. Only Timha remained silent as she walked behind

her sisters; the last of the group.

At the riverside the women stopped abruptly, cries of
dismay breaking from every mouth. Fr the bed of the stream
was all but empty, and the rocks that could not usually be seen,
now stood-high and dry. In a few hours the little water that still
remained would disappear in the heat of the summer sun. With
heavy hearts the girls followed the course of the stream to
learn if any clear water could still be had. But none was to he
found.

When they returned home, their calabashes were only haff
full olwater and that was muddy. Only the Princess Timba's
water was as clear as ctal, and her jar was so full that she had
placed branches of the white-flowering thorn around its brim
to prevent it from spilling over as she walked.
The King was disturbed to learn that the river had failed

his greatest magicians to work,
promising unheard of rewards to anyone who could bring

once again. He put

all
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water back to the riverbed. Wisemen and rain doctors, from
,near .and far, cast their magic spells; but though great storms
arose and passed over the land, the riverbed remained empty,
and even the deepest water `Pic es dried up. Only Timbacontinued to reap water from the river; and as often as she

-.went down, so often would she return with a brimming
calabash crowned with green leaves and her eyes bright and
full of.mysterious joy.
Finally her sisters could allow her to entertain her secret no
onger. "Where do you get your water?" they queried.
mba answered, "I get it from the great King of the
whorules the river and all of the streams that run into
it, ye even the tiniest creeks. Fie is angry now, and that is why
the river is empty."
Her sisters were more puzzled than before. None of them
had ever heard of such a King.
In the meantime the winter was approaching. Nights were

growing colder, and crops had to be gathered in No rain
would be falling now for many months, and the King and all his

wise men knew that the riverbed would remain empty until
spring. The tribe was in great trouble, for they and their cattle
would surely die of thirst during the long dry season. Imagine
their amazement then when one morning they found thp river
filled to overflowing, as if it were the seasonof summer floods.
And yet nO rain had fallen in the entire country. The people did
not understand; they could only rejoice in their wonderment.
On that same day the beautiful Princess came running up from

the river, laughing, and singing as she called her sisters
together.
hat is it? Tell us your news," they begged, for they saw
that something exciting had happened.
"My dear sisters, I am going to he married!" said Timba
joyfully

"But to Whom?" they asked. "No suitor. has been here for
months."
-To the great Icing of the Waters," she ansviered with pride.
'Who is hc?; cried her sisters, "and where does he live? 1r
must be very di. ant from herc, for no one else has cycr spoken
of him.
Yet now Timba ceased

speak. To all other questions she

only nodded her head mysteriously and muttered, "Only I can

know"
That same evening as the sun was Setting, she slipped out of
the kraal and started toward the riverbank. The little path- was
heat'en down as hard and as firm as the floor of a hut, for the
mealies had long been gathered and no rain had fallen for a
good long time. She passed the Red Pool, which was now full of
water from One end to the other, and following the course of
the river for halt an hour or more came at last,to a grat white

thorn tree snri7ounded`fOt tangle of creepers and floy;ang
shinbs There she rested for a moment and then forced her
sYsrsached the
way through the overhanging branches
water's edge. Stal-Kling there knee-deep anionglreen,lilp'ads,
she looked out on a wide expanse of water. It was still and dark
and very deep, and th = current was hardyvisible on its smooth
surface:-A tiny erescen moon Was hanging in the West, anet its
reflection cfuniered Sib r into the stream':'

As Timba watched

d waited, a sudden ripple broke

e head of a great serpent. All
toward the bank. spewing
that could he seen was a deep, soft black, except for two red

circles round his glittering eyes. He .swarn, straight to the
-Princes.s, and she moved forward quickly and greeted him
eagerly iieaching the bank at last, he coiled himself beside, her
and his eves shone with joy,
"Let us not wait any longer,- he begged her .-Start making
the preparations for our marriage. As midwinter approaches I
will cause the river to rise twice in full flood, and then you will
know that I am waiting for you.
end so until the little moon sank down and allthe stars came
out, -they continued to sit and talk. Only then did the serpent
up and swim down the stream, his head held high and his

huge length extending far behind it:
This, then, was the ISing of Waters who ruled the whole

length of the great river. it was he who had courted the
Princess both evenings and mornings ashe ramie to fetch
water., Now Timba stood watching him until he was out of
sight, and then: she returned to her home.
On the very next day Timba and all of her companions began
to get ready for the wedding Some of them wove mats out of

golden-colored grasses: mats for sitting on and mats for

5

grinding corn on lest some of the meal tall
ground and
be wasted'. Then there Were the long mats made of bulriAhes,
for sleeping on which. were only brought out al night ()the(

girls took lengths of thin cloth, bought from distant traders
along the coast in exchange for ivory-and horn, and these they'
fringed? v..ith strings of many colored beads. They were the
cloaks for the bride, and as graceful and pretty, as any dresses
you could wish to see. Finally there' were girdles to be made of
colored -beads, and many necklaces and dainty ornaments

fashioned with twiste0ire. kfter.all Timha was a Princess and
she was going to marry .a King!
All these preparations-took much time, and because it
winter,'7the days for working were short. For several weeks
Timha had not had time to see her lover or even to go down to
the river tor that matter. But, one morning, when the days were
at their shortest, a young man came running in from hunting
rabbits, shouting that the river was in full flood_ Timba's heart

pounded in her chest, for this was the first of the promised
signs. She worked. still harder now, and she hurried her
maidens along, for she knew that only -a few days remained
before the second sign would appear.
At last all was 'ready, and the Princess started down to the
river. The first flood had passed, and she walked slowly,
searching the river.to see' if there were any signs of the second.

Suddgnly she heard a whistling call.
' 'Ting! Ping! Ping!"

She recognized the call of her bridegroom, but he was
nowhere to he seen. She looked up the river once more, and
thistirne.she -noticed that the stream was widening. Every
moment it became fuller; great boulders that had been high
and dry only a minute before were already half covered, and a
dull roar could be heard from the distance. Now Timha knew
for sure that the King of the Waters awaited his hrii te. Running
home she sought out her bridesmaids.

"Come quickly,- she begged thfin,

and bring along

everything that we have made, but do not let anyone see us.
The great King of the Waters is waiting tor me at the river

The bridesmaids ran hither and thither collecting all thc
pretty Things that they had madir While the bride aeranged
herself tor the marriage. In the Shangani country a bride wears
Si

a cotton clOth. Tiinba's wFdding skirt Was striped in red and
blue. lt reached herknees, and above it she added a beautiful

girdie.of beads: Reaching for a cLoak of dark blue cloth that was:.

heavik fringed in red and white, she knotted it upon het, left
shoulder. Thi cloth was very thin and it hung in folds,
revealing her aceful form. Last of all she placed beautiful
Ceti around,lier neck, avdthen covered her arms
beaded.
with bracele s, cunningly Woven of shirling`hiaSS- and cOpper
wires. When she wasoall finished dctissing, &would have been

difficult,
if ti, impossible, to find d more lovely sight.
F.

Carrying all of their handiwork, the maidens gathered

together to start down hidden paths to the river. Not a -word
did they speak to anyone. When they reached the water, they
stopped and called to one another in astonishment, for the
river was in full flood, over half a mile wide. Great trunks of
trees swept past in wild disorder, their branches tossing on the
yellow waters. Now and then a dead buck floated by, and
always huge boulders swept past amid a deafening roar, The
girls hurried on to the Black Pool, where the water had already
reached the lower-branches of the great thoh-i tree. There they

found that tht sky overhead was surprisingly clear and
cloudless.
"Never have I seen such a flood,"
said one 'Surely the river
., .
must be _bewitched."
another;
"There has been no rain for three months,"

-where can the waters have come from?"
They all turned to Timba for an answer, but sire offered them
n- ne. Instead she commanded them, "Leave ,everything here

and ?eturn to your homes, but tell them nothing about this at
,
the kraal!"
No sooner were the bridesmaids out of sight, than the
serpent King lifted his great flat head from the water. As the
Princess watched him, he grew taller and taller, until at last he
stood upon his tail, towering above her. HiS head reached the
top of the tallest tree. and his body stood straight like a shining
black pillar. Fixing his bright eyes upon her, he said, 'Y'ou must

never be afraid of me, no matter what I do."I promise never to be frightened of you," she replied.
'Are you quite sure of that?" he asked her again.
IS

"Quite sr_

she answered firmly._

Satisfied, the serpent descended again and -oiled hiniself
besid
And now,.` he said "vvbat of the lobola? I must send that to
your father or the marriage Will not he complete.

"Snd the gift to the 'great cattle kraal,' -Offered Timba.
"When they see: the oxen, they will understand that my
marriage gift has come."
That very night he sent the cattle, and at daybreak it caused

great commotion in the city. The-Princess had disappeared?'
arid the air was full of strange bellowings, which came from, the

cattle.kraal in the center of town. One hundred splendid oxen
were discovered there; finer than anyone had ever seen. But
strangely enough, not one person had seen the cattle arriving,
arid there was no trace of a' herdsman_ For many a long day,
everyone talked about
these Mysterious doings.
'd
4

In the mwntime the Princess waited for the serpent.

Darkness' had fallen early, and for some time only the stars'
could be seen in- the clear:sky. Then slowly the wonderful
winter moon rose into the heavens. At that very moment the
King-of the.WatersraiSeci his head from the,p044nd darted
tow'-d-his bride.
e lobola is paid!" he cried. "Come, let us be offto

the

Then Timba arose, and the serpent lifted her onto
She placed her arms around his neck and together they
m
down the river, -under the light of the great while moon. They
passed the silent kraals and the empty fields, and then they
came to wide silvery plains stretching out as far as the eye
S-could see. The river flowed on without a sound, and in all that
time the King of the Waters neither spoke nor even turned his
head.
As the dawn appeared, they reached the borders of a rorest,

Where the,bush was so thick that no one could hope to pierce
it. The great serpent then brought his bride to the river bank
and set her, down gently.

-Now remember what you hae pr inked.- he reminded
her. 'You must never he afraid.Then he disappeared without anothr word. All that day
Timba waited alone, and as night approached there was still no
sign of her King_ Sh ddering, she listened'to tlae cries of wild
53

4

asts, in search of prey, for she knew that there were wolves
and lions-close, by fortunately, nothing bothered her and at
dawn all of the Strange sounds ceased. Now it was another day,
and she was still alone; thinking with-terror of the approaching
night.. It was with enormous relief then that at moonrise she

saw her bridegroom appear to her once again.
Pot- the second time he took the Princess on his back and
they
swam down ihe. river, the dark '-forest on either side.
4
Journeying thus in silence, many hours passed, but at dawn
they Were still. in the heart of the forest. The trees were the
tallest that-Tirnbahad ever seen, and great festoons of creepers
hung from -their bough. Then, unannounced, just as the sun-

was rising, the river opened out into a wide, still pool,
surrounded by walls of dthling white. Banksof glittering sand
shone at the shore, and in every nook and cranny grew theloveliest of ferns in theirWide shady fronds lining the water's'
edge.-As if this was not enough, a host bfgreen lily pads pushed
out from the shore to frame the center of the pool. Its water lay
it and placid as a -mirror, reflecting the da:zzling bluc_of
had never witnessed
winter sky: Timba'held her breath,' for
Such beauty before and she longedto alight and restamong the
ferns in the bright sunshine, But the King did not linger;' he
.

swath forWard to-the Center of the pool. There one could sec tot,.
.-the: very depthS of the water:for the pool was like the clearest
stAl, right doWn to its sandy- bdttorn.
"Follow me," the serpent directed Timba...Fie paused in the

center of the pool, and ,.then immediately glided under he
water with the Princess 'following right behind. Opening her
eyes she found that they were far below in the depths of the
Water where the light was rather dim and at first shecould see
nothing but the waving sterns of the waterl!ilies,.But she soon
f digrovered that she was standing in front of a group of most
beautiful huts:The Kingled her to the largest one, bidding her

enter, and inside, strangely enough, it -Was quite dry and
comfortable. Even moreTeTharkable was the fact that the
pretty things she and hersisters- had brought to the riverbank
the but each in its proper place.
were:
Tire ba was very hungry by now and longed to ask for food;
but she dared not say a thing. As ff" he understood, the great
_erpent spoke before he left: -Food will appear whenever you

...

should desire it. I will return in the evening.-Shut the door, but
leave little hole in the side of thc hut, large enough for mem

creep through."
And just as her bridegroom had promised, Timba found a
licihus meal all ready to eat in the beaUtiftil little pots. It
ed good after the long night's journey, but once she had
eaten, there was nothiftg else to do, andsliebecame bored and
Lonely. The day passed slowly and as night drew near, it
became darker and colder. She lit a fire and shut the door, but'
remembeied to leave -a little opening as she hail promised.

Then she lay down to rest, tired and puzzled by her
bridegroom's strange behavior. She was just falling asleep
when she- heard a snake's scales rustling against the outside of
the hut; and for the first time Timba felt fear Sitting up she saw
his head appear at the title hole, his-eyes flickering in the light

of the dying fire. He entered and glided toward her First he
touched her feet, then her knees, and then passed right over
her head, in absolute silence, Having done this, he turned
around and Slithered out through the same opening in the hut.
The next day the Princess was alone again; and when at

itfall she tried to, sleep, she found that sleep was
impossible. For hours she lay awake, tending the fire and
watching the dark hole in, the wall. Close to Midnight she
heard the -rustling of reeds outside, and she began to tremble;
but she forced herself to lie quite still and not to utter a sound.
The serpent entered as before, laid his head on herfeet and her
knees, and again glided over her; then he left the hut without a
word.
-Mier the serpent, ad departed, the Princess breatiaed freely
once more, and she tried to relax so that sleep would overtake

her The next ,morning found her still alone, but as the-day
edged toward evening she became more troubled and upset.
"Must I spend the rest of my days. here?" she asked herself
Must:I always live in this cold dark place, far away from the
armth of the sun? Surely I shall die here before seeing
sisters again, " 'And with this she began to think of her former
life. She remembered the many times that she had met her
lover among. the tall lilies and of all the kindnesses he had
shown her
"No," she cautioned herse I must not despair. He will do
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me no harm; must keep my promise and not become fearful.As night fell, once apiri she lay down in the hut by the wood
fire and gazed at the opening in the wall-. HOur after hour she
remained, listening for the familiar ruktling sound; but it did
not come. Finally her head, began to ache and she was alMost
sick with fear; sleep was almost impossible,
Starting- up she threw her last bundle of sticks on-the little
fire to lesSen the cold, and .she prayed that the dawn. would
come soon. The flames leaped up for the last time and at that
-'very moment a faint sound could be heard outside the hut: The
King of the Waters had just arrived, and as he entered the hut,
his huge flat head was held' erect and his eyes were aflame.
Timba
very close to screaming, but she clenched her fists

to keep herself quiet. The serpent did as he-always did,
touching her feet, then her knees and last of all her head. Then
he -glided through the .hole into the darlmess.
Closing her_ yes; the Princess lay-back exhausted. As she did,
a light breeze caressed her face and she looked up to see what

it might be To her amazement she found that she was no
longer in the hut at the bottom of the pool! Somehow she hadbeen broug,ht to the world above, and before her stretched the
enchanted pool radiant and dazzling.in the early morning
Her eyes searched everyWhere for the serpent, but he had
vanished entireiyand was nowhere to he seen. Instead she was

surprised to see a magnificent man, strikingly handsome,
standing on the bank of thePool. A man in the Prime of his life,

very powerful and so. tall that she had to crane her head far
back _to study him4Glossy leopard skins hung from his broad
black shoulders and round his waist were jackal skins fringed
with the tails of the mountain cat On his arms and at his knees
were bracelets of white oxtails, and in his. hand he held a great
staff that was beautifully carved. This was a very special great

Chief indeed, and his handsome appearance left Timba
speechless. However, one thing did seem familiar to her his
eyes, which were very bright and piercing.
The Princess continued to gaze at him in wonderment. He
smiled at her
'You are astonished; and I can well understand," he said
'Yes, I am the Serpent, the great King of the Waters. Many years

ago my human form was removed by a wicked magician. This
56

11.

04,

..11...- .111.._

magician belong d to a King who hated my father and wished

to cause him grief Knowing of my father's love for me, he
turned me into a serpent and' decreed that my only kingdom
_wbuld be in the waters. I could never become a man again until

should find a bride who Would not fear me,
'At last I met you, dearest Timba, and now one again, I am
man. 'Sadly, MY father has long been dead and my name is
forgotten, so Ave must seek men and cattle and make, a new
kingdom for ourselves. My star will help us, for it has magic
powers and I have.only.to hold it firmly to be, victorious over
owerful eneniy. Let us rest here for a while and then
the most powerful'
t
shall go forth together to seek out good fortune."
And that is how the Princess Timba reaped a'mighty reward
for being courageous. She became a great. Queen,iboth loved
and renowned throughout her kingdom, and she lived in great
happiness with her beloved King.

n the; far -off -da o ;the beg in g -of the World the
tribes of men living in the bush adnot yet any chiefs
or kings. The anlmals, who were
owners of the
land, leased them fields to cultivate their millet and maize
A fisherman's village on the lagoon Was the first place to havea prince. The, Sea, who had fallen in love- with a_ black girl, z.

married her and had a son by her
In the high ranges of dninea the Mountain married a-man-.
and their child was tbe first of the line of chiefs to rulethe vast
country of. Guinea.

Another wonderful betroth

was that of the R2in and a

blacksmith's son. All the btiSh was invited to the feasting- and
dancing. The Rain came down from the storM clouds drawn by
the horses of the Wind.
It was a magnificent ceremony. The rhite-win-ged horses of

the Wind, richly caparisoned, formed a circle around the
dancing sorcerer whose gesticulating and leaping became
wilder and wilder as the devilish music of the torn-torus drove
him on The noisy rhythm--dull resonance of skin drum' s, shrill,

thin notes of flutes, fine drops of sound from the balafons
spilling like rain, rowdy bean-rattles on wrists and ankles, and

cymbals-even/thing that seves to male joy express itself in
dancing in Black Africa was attuned to the girls' voices and the
old women's- clapping hands.
The chief sorcerer sent the great din wafting up to the sky in
waves with every upward fling of his flailing arms N r had
such a feast been seen in the blacksmith's,village.
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.where the . mert -ail women were dancing, the
the marriage
animals of the forest and savannah stood
field and watched.
;'lie Rain whirled over the fields and drumined throu h it
leaves of the great forest ireesi,,Then, suddenly, there was no
ore than a round shower in the center of the circle of the
Wind's horses.
At that mOment the .master of the sorcerers brought a
calabash out on to the sand and the Rain dwindled to a 4ingle
stream, a pretty, column of clear water, which fell into' the
wooden vessel in fine :drops
"A child of men is about, to marry the-Rain, cried the chief.
sorcerer.
Fie stretched his arm up into the air With the calabash
containing the Rain and in front of the young man who stood
there with his' eyes closed he poured out a sheet of
bride with the hair of Rain. And just as the first drop ached
Beyond-

/

the soil a delicate foot appeared, then a slender leg, two legs, a
body, arnisA Aild a transparent woman; clear as glass,stood on
the sand, her beautiful face framed in hair that was `waVes hf
water continually streaming over her shoulder&
dancing lasted all night:The blacksmith's son and his
queen were given presentS from the bush and the animals
fruit, flowers, beads of all colours, and birds' songs.
When morning came the horses of the Wind carried off the
Water Bride and her prince into the sky. The drums fell silent.
The men went back to their huts-and the beasts to the bush.
.

nce upon a time there lived in Egt a _king who
loSt his sight fromi bad illness. Of course he wasVery
unhippy. and becarhe more so as monthSpassed, and
the best doctors in the land were unable to Cure him, The
poor Man -grer so thin from misery that everyone thought he
Was going to die; and.the_prince; his only son, thought so too.
Great was therefore the rejoicing through Egypt:when a

traveller arrived in a boat down the river Nile, and aftep
questioning the people as to tht reason of theft-downcast
looks, declared that he was cotut.physieian to the king ofa
country, and would, if allowed, examine the.eyes of the
. He was at once admitted into the royal presence, and.
a few minutes of cartful study announced- that the case,.
though very serious, was not quite hopeless;

"Somewhere in the Great Sea," he said "there exists_ a ,
Iden-licaded Fish. If you can manage to catch this creature,
bring it to me, and I will prepare an ointment from its blood
which will testore Your- sight. Fon a hundred days I will wait.

here, but if at the end of that time the fish should still be
uncaught, I must return to my own master:7
The next morning the young prince set forth in quest of
fish, taking with him a hundred men, each man carryihg a
Quite_ a little fleet bf boats was awaiting them and in these they
sailed tothe middle of the Great Sea During three months they.

labored diligently from sunrise to sunset, but though they
caught large multitudes of fishes,'not one of them had a golden
head.
It is quite useleis now, said the prince on the very last
night, "Even if we find it this evenin ,f. the hundred dayg wil be
over in an hour, and long before we could reach the E
capital the doctor will be on his way home. Still, I will go out

an

gain, anti +rant the net once more Myself" And so he did; and at
the very moment. that the hundred days *ere up;---he'drewin

.

the net with the Golden-headed FiSh entangled in its meshes.
"Success pas Cottle, bik,. as happens- often, it. is too -late,,,
natirrniired the -young Mari,- who had-studied in the:Schools of
phildSOphy; 'but,.all.the:same, put the fish in that vessel full of
water, and we will take it back to show m} father that wehaVe. :
done .what we could.'` But When he drew near the fish it !Poked -'up athim with such piteous eyes that he could not Make uphis ''
mind to condetnn it to death. For he kneW well that thou
the doctors of
.... his oWn. country were ignorant .of the.secret of .e,
.

4e.

.

.

,

.

the ointment, they would-. do all in-their power to evract

meting frOtitthe fislfs blood. Sp liepickedup the. prize of so.
much labo-- r,- and:threw.it backintothe.sea; and then began4tis
.
*he reached it he found - '1
palace. When, at
journey back t
disappointment,ind.he
the king in a high fever, caused by his
refuSett to Ileliore the story. told. him by his

_____

"Your head shalkpayfor it! Your head shall pay for. it!" .cried .-.
the exec_ t. i O' n.:-e. r'
and bade the-rOurtiees instantly

to the p ac e.

.

But of course somebody ran at Once to the queen, and told .
----- her of the king's order,- and she put common clothes on the
prinee, and filled his pockets with -gold,,:and hurried him on
board-a ship whichjwas sailing that -nighrtor-4 distant island.
"Your father will repent 'sortie -.day; and then he will be
thankful ,to know you are alive;': said she "But one last counsel
will I give you, and that is take no ma-finto your service who
desires to be paid every month.The young prince thought this advice rather -odd., If the
servant had to be paid, anyhow, he -did not understand what
difference it could make whether it was by the year or by the
month. However, he had many times proved that his mother
as wiser than he, so he promised obedience:
After a voyage of several weeks, he arrived at the island of
which his rot er had spoken. it was full of hills and words and
.

floWerS, and b autiful white houses stye everywhere in
gardens.
'What a cha ng spot to live in," though
he lost no time in buying one of the pretties
Then servants came pressing to offer thei
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They all 'declared that they must have payment at the.end
every _month, the youhg, man, who rerriembered his mother's
-ords, declined to have anything to say to them. At length, one
morntug, an'Arah appeared and begged that the prince would
__..

engage him-:

And what wages do you ask?" inquired theptifice, when he

had questioned the new-eager and found him suitable.
I do not Wait money," answered the Arab; at the end of a
year you can See.what my Services are worth to-you, and can
pay
in any way you like." And the young man ways pleased;
and took the 'Arab for his;servant.
Now "although nu one would have. guessed it from the look
of the-side of the island where the prince had lailded, the other:
part was a complete desert, owing to the ravages of a horrible
monster which came up from the sea, and -devoured all the
corn and cattle; The governor had sent bands of soldier* to lie
in wait for the creature in ordef to kill it; but, somehow, no one
.

er happened to be awake at the moment that the ravages
re committed. In vain the sleepy sOldiers were always
punished severely-the same thing invaribly occurred nexttime; and at last heralds were sent throughout the island to
offer a great reward to the man Who could slaythe monster.
As soon as'the. Arab heard the news, he went straight- th the
h
governor's palace.
"If .my master can succeed in killing- the monster,-*
reward will.you give him?" asked-he.
My daughter and -anything' besides that he -=chooses,
answered the governor. ffut the Arab Shook his head.
.."Give him your daughter and keep your wealth,'' said he, but
henceforward, let her share in your gains, whatever they are
IV' replied the governor; and ordered a deed to be ..
prepar
hich- was signed by both of them.
That night he Arab-stole down to the shore to watch, but.,
=

St-

before hest out he rubbed himseff all over with some oil

g

which made his Skin smart so badly that the was no chance of
bis going to sleep as the soldiers had done. en he hid himself
behind a large rock and Waited. By and by a swell seemed to
rise on the water, and a: few minutes later, a hideous monster-,
part bird, part beas and part serpent-=stepped noiselessly on
to the rocks. It walked stealthily up towards the fields, bht the
.
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rub was ready for it, anti, as it passed, plunged his dagger into.
the soft part behind the ear.- The creature staggered and gave a
loud Cry,. and then rolled over dead, With its feet in the Sea.
The Arab watched for a little while, in order to .make sure
that there was riot life left In his enemy, but as the huge body
remained gnite.still, he quittedhisThiding:Place, and cut off the
ears of hiS foe. These he` carried to his master, bidding him
show them to the gOvernor, and declarethat he himself, and no :
otherzahad.kiqed the monster.:
"But -4 was ,yOu, Aid not I Who slew hi
.

prince

'Never mind, do as I bid you Icr have a reason for
vswered -the- Atab.-And,though the yofing man' did-not like
aking credit for what he hatInever done, at length
The gcivernOr was So deligbted_ at the:news-that he begged
the prince tri -take his daughter to wife-that very0ay; but ,the
prince refused; saying that all he destred- was a ship which:
would carry him to see the world, .cif course this was granted
shim at Once, and.when he and his_faithful-Arab embarked they -.
the vessel, stores of diartionds and
found. heaped ": up.
precious stones, which the grateful go_ vern-or had secretly
placed there.
So they sailed, and they sailed; and at length they reached the
shores of a great kingdom. Leaving the prince onboard, the
Arab Went into the town to find out what 'Sort of aplace it was..
After 'slime hours he. returned, saying that he heard that the
king's daughter was the most beautiful princess in the World,
and pat-the prince would Ott well to ask for her hand..
Nothing -lost, the prince listened to this advice, and taking
.

some of the finest necklaces in hiS hand, he mounted a
splendid horse which the Arab had bought for him, and rode
up to the palace, closely followed by his faithful.attendant.
The -strange king happened to be in a good humour, and they

ere readily admitted to his presence. Laying down his
offerings on the steps of the throne, he prayed the Idng to grant

him h4 daughter in marriage.
The Monarch.listened to him in Silence; but,
a pause:
'Youngr`man, I will give you my daughter to wife, if that is
your wish; but first I must tell you that she has already gone

through
throughi the, marriage .eremony with a hundred and nine
young men, and not one of them lived for twelve hoursafter. So
think, While there iS yet ,time."'
'The prince 'did think, 'and Was so
ened- that he ve
nearly went back to his ship without:any more words. But just,
as he Was 'about to withdraw his proposal the Arab whispered:

"Fear nothing, but take her."
"The luck-must_ change sometime;liesaid, at last; "and who

would not risk his head for the -hand of such a!rpeerless
princess?"you will," replied the king. ;`Then I will give orders that

arriage,shall be celebrated tonight"And so ft was done, and after the -ceremony the bride an
bridegroom retired to their own. apartments to < sup by
themselves,- for sue was the custom of the country The moon
shone bright, and c prince walked to the Window to look out
upOn the -riVer,
upon the distant hills, when his gaze
suddenly fell on a s en shroud neatly laid out on a couch, with
his name embroi Bred in gold thread across the front; for this
also Was the Pleasure of the king.
Horrified at the speetacle, he turned his head away, and thiS

time his glance -rested on a group of men, digging busily
beneath the window. It was a strange hour *for anyone to be at
work, and, fiat was the hole for? It was a curious shape, so long
and narrow, almost, like 7-Ah! yes, that was what it was! It was
his grave that they were digging!
The shock of the discovery rendered him speechless, ye e
stood fascinated -and unable to move. At this moment a small

black sake darted from the mouth of the princess, who was
seated at the table, and wriggled quickly towards him. But the
Arab was watching for something of the sort to happen, and
seizing-the serpent with some pincers that he held in one hand,

he cutoff its head with a sharp dagger.
The king could hardly believe his eyes when, early next
morning his new son-in-law craved an audience of his Majesty.

"What yon?" he -cried, as the young man entered.
'Yes, I. Why not?" asked the bridegroom, who thou
best to pretend not to know anything that had occurred. "You
remember, told you that the luck must turn at last, and so it
has. But I came to askWhether you would be so kind as to bid

.the gardeners fill -up a g atthdle right underneat
Which spoils the iiiew.1!
hi certainlYi yeg; of coo se rt shall be doner staniinere
the ,king. "Istttieje anything elser7
ifOthing,Aank-you,", replied the prince, as he bowed'
and-withdrew.
Now; fro n= the inornenr that the Arab cut. off the 'sn
_head, the spelt,-or4Whatever it was, seemed to have been taken
off the princess, and she lived vety.happily with her husband.
The days passed swiftly in hunting in the forests or sailing ifin
the broad river that flowed past the palace, and when night fell
she would sing to. e harp, or the prince Would tell her tales of
his own country. '

One evening a man in a strange garb with -a face burnt
brown by the sun, arrived at court. He asked
see the
bridegrbom, and falling on his face announced that he was a
messenger sent by the Queen of-Egypt, proclaiming him king
in succession to his father, who was - dead.
"Her Majesty begs you will setoff without delay, and your
bride also as the -.affairs Of the kingdom are somewhat in
disorder," ended the messenger.
Then the young man hastened to seek an audience of his
fath'er-in-law, who was delighted to find that his daughter's.
husband was not merely the governor of a province, as he had
supposed; but$ the king of a powerful country_ He at once
ordered a splendid ship to be made ready, and in a week's time
rode down to-the harbour, to bid farewell to the young couple..

In spite or her grief for the dead ldng, the queen was
overjoyed to welcome her son home, and Commanded the
palace to be hung with splendid stuffs to do honour to the

bride. The people expected great things from their new
soVereign, for they suffered much from the harsh rule of the
old one, and crowds presented themselves every morning with
petitions in their hands, which they hoped' to persuade the
king to grant Truly, he had enough to keep him busy; but he
was very happy for all that, till one night, the Arab came to him,

and begged permission to return to his own land.
Filled with dismay the young man said; "Leave me!: bo you
really Wish to leive me?" Sadly the. Arab bowed his head.
"No, my master, never could I wish to leave you! But I have

.:.

.
ecived a summons, and _.,.
ot :disobey it.
c gwas silent, tiyingiochokesloW-n the*ief he felt at.
.
.
tle thought- of losing
his faithful, scrvant.
ell, I, must, not try to keep yo .he faltered out at last.
.
:at would be a-poor return for all t i ydii have done for 'Tier- Everything ).liaveifs Our*. take whai iiou
will, for,without you I should long.ago have been deadr- '
d- without you '1 should long ago have been dead,".
answered the Arab. "/ am _the Golden-Headed Fish." '
.

.

.

.
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ying Ship
nce 'upon a time there lived an old couple who had
/three' sons. The elder two were clever, but the third
was a real dunce. 'o clever sons were very fond of

their mother, bought her fine clothes, and always spoke
pleasantly to her, but the %youngest was always getting in her
way, and, she had no patience with him. Nov one day it. was

announced in the village that the king had issued a decree
offering his daughter, the princess, in marriage to whoever
would build a ship that could fly. Immediately the two elder
brothers determined too try their luck, and asked their parents'
blessing_ So the old mother got their clothes ready and gave
them a store of provinces for their journey, not forgetting to
add a bottle of brandy. When they had gone, poor Simpleton
began to tease his mother to provision him as well and let him
go, too.

'What would become of a dolt like you?" she answered.
"Why, you would be eaten up by the wolves.But the foolish youth kept repeating, -I skill go, I will go, I
will go!"
Seeing that she could do nothing with him, the mother gave
him a crust of bread and a bottle of water, and, took no further
heed -of him.
The simpleton set off on his way. When he had gone a short
distance he met a little old mannikin. TheyTr-v4V each other,

and the mannikin asked him where he was going.

"I am off to the king's court,- he answered. "Fle has
promised to give his daughter to whoever can make a flying
"And can you make such a ship_?-Not
"Then why in the world are you going?"
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"Can't tell," replied Simpleton.
"Well, Lf that is the case, said the mannikin,

down

beside me. We can rest' for a little while and have something to

eat. Give me what you have in your satchel."
Now the poor simpleton was'ashamed to shi what was in
Ile thought it hest not to make a fuss, however, and so he
opened the satchel and could scarcely believe his own eyes,
for instead of the hard crust, there were two beautiful fresh
rolls and some cold meat. He shared them with the mannikin,
who licked his.lips and said, "Now, go into that wood and stop
in front of the first tree, bow three times, and then strike the
tree withryour ax and tall on your knees to the ground with
your face on the earth. Remain there till you arc raised up. You
will find a ship at your side. Step into it and fly to the king's
palace. livOu meet anyone on the way, take him with you."

.Simpleton thanked the mannikin very kindly, bade him
farewell, and went into the road. When he got to the first tree,
he stopped in fronwf it, did everything just as he had been told,
and kneeling on the ground with his face to the earth, he fell,
asleep. After a little time heawoke. Rubbing his eves, he saw a
dv-made ship at his 'side. and at once got into it. The ship
rose and rose, and soon was flying through the air. Simpleton,
who was on the lookout, cast his eyes down to earth and saw a
man beneath him on the road, who was kneeling with his ear
upon the damp ground.
"Hallo!" he called out. -What are you doing down there?"
-I am listening to what is going on in the world," replied the
man.

"Come with me in my ship," said Simpleton.
-Hie man was only too glad to do so. 14e got in and the ship
flew and-flew and flew through the air, until. again from his
lookout Simpleton saw a man on the road below. This man was
hopping on one leg, with his other leg tied up behind his ear.
Simpleton hailed -him. -Hallo! what are you doing, hopping
on one leg?"
can't help it,- the man replied. "I walk so fast that unless I

tied up one leg I'd he at the end of the earth in a bound."Come With us on my ship7" Simpleton answered,
The man made nombjections and joined them, and the ship
flew' on and on and on until suddenly Simpleton, looking down

on the road below, hehcld.t third man, who was aiming wid a
gun into the distance.
"HAW- Simpleton shouted. "What are vctu aiming at?.As tar
as eve can see, there is no bird in sight."Plat would he the good of my taking a near sho replied
the man. can hit beast or bird at a hundred miles' distance.
That is the kind of shot I enjoy.
"Come into the ship with us,"
red Simpleton.
7fie man was only too glad to join' them. He got in and the
ship flew on, farther and farther, until again SiMpleton from his
lookout saw a man on the road below, carrying on his hack a
basketful of bread.
Etc waved to him. "Hallo! Where are you going?"
"To fetch bread for my breakfast.
"Bread? Why, you have a whole basket load of it on your
back."

"That's nothing," ,n 'crud the man. "I can finish that in tnc
mouthful.
"Then come along with us in my ship.
The' glutton joined the party, and the ship rose tgain into
that air, and flew up and onward until Simpleton from his
lookout saw- a man walking by the shore tt a great lake,
evidently searching for something.
"Hallo!" he cried. "What are you seeking,
"I want water to drink, I'm thirStv." replied the man.
-Well, there's whole lake in front of yoi( Whv don't vou
drink some of ti
"Do you call that enough?" answered the other. Why, I
could drink it up in one gulp
"Well, come with us in the shi
The mighty drinker was added to the compa and the ship
,

flew farther and even farther, until again Simpleton looked out;

and this time he saw a-man dragging a bundle of wood and
walking through the forest beneath them.
"Hallo!" he shouted. -Why arc you carrying wood through a
_forest?"

"This is not trdinary
vtcrcd the other
-What sort of wood is it, then? answered Simpleton
"If you throw it upon the ground, said the man, "it will he

71

changed into an army of soldiers.
"Then come into the ship with us.He too joined them, and away the ship flew, on and on and
.

on.

Once more Simpleton looked out and this .tune. he saw a
man carrying straw on his back.
"Hallo!" Where are you carrying that raw ?'
"To the village," said the man.
'DO you mean to say there is no straw in the village?"
"Artbut this is a peculiar stra-w--If you -strew it about, even on

the hottest summer day, the/air at once becomes cold, and
snow falls, and the people freeze."
Of course Simpleton asked him also to join them.
At last the ship with its strange crew arrived at the king's

court. The king was having his dinner, but at once- he
despatched one of his courtiers to find out what the huge,
strange new bird could be that had come flyi through the air,
The courtier peeped into the ship and insta ly went back to.
the king and told him that it was a flying ship manned by a few
peasants.
Then the king remembered his royal oath, but he made up

his mind that he would never let the princess marry a poor
peasant. He thought and thought of how to break his oath, and
,thcn said to himsel=f, "I will give him some impossible tasks to
perform, That will be the best way of getting rid of him.
There and then he decided to send a courtier to Simpleton
with the command that he fetch the king the healing water'
from the world's end before he had finished his dinner.
While the king Was still instructing the courtier in exactly
what he was to say, the first man of the ship's company, the one
with the miraculous power of hyring, overheard the king's
words and at once reported them to poor Simpleton.
"Alas, alas!" cried Simpleton. "What am 1 to do now? It
would take me at least a year,posibly my whole life, to find the
water.-

"Never tear." said his fleet-to tcd comrade. "1 will fetch

what the king wants_Just then the courtier arrived hearing the king's 4.:onimand_
"Tell His Majesty," said Simpleton, "that his orders shall be
obeyed."

Forthwith the swift runner unbound the foot that was strung
up behind his ear and started off, and in less than no time had
reached the world's end and drawn the healing water from the
well
"Dear me," he thought to himself, "this is rather tiring!
just rest tor a few minutes. It will he some little time yet before
the king has got to dessert."
He threw himself down on the grass, and, as to sun was very
dazzling, he closed his eyes and in a few seconds had fallen
sound asleep,
In the meantime all the ship's crew were anxiously awaiting

him. The king's dinner would soon he finished and their

comrade had not yet returned. So the man with the
marvelously quick_ hearing lay down, put his ear to the ground
nd listened.
"That's a nice sort of fellow!" he suddenly exclaimed. "He's
lying on the ground, snoring hard!"
At this the i/arksman seized his gun, took aim and fired in

the direction oftthe world's end, in order to awaken the
sluggard. A moment later the swift runner reappeared and,

stepping on board the ship, handed the healing water to
Simpleton. While the king was still sitting at the table finishing
his-dinner, he heard the news that his orders had been obeyed
tc

the letter.

What was to he done now? The king determined to think of a
still more impossible task. So he told another courtier to go to
Simpleton with the command that he and his comrades were
instantly to eat up twelve oxen and twelve tons of bread. Once
more tri sharp-eared comrade overheard the king's words
while he was still talking to the courtier, and he reported them
to Simpleton.
he world shall
"Alas, alas!" po r ±itttplett n sighed. "What
I do? Why, it would take us a year, possibly our whole lives, to
eat up twelve oxen and twelve tons of brcad."
"Never tear," said the glutton. -It will scarcely he enough for
nie, I'm so hungr.
Lid with the royal message, he was
When the courtier

told to take hack word to the king that his orders would he
obeyed. Then twelve roasted oxen and twelve tons of bread
were brought alongside the ship, and at one sitting thcgitton
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devoured it all
"I all that a small m 1" he said. "I wish they'd brought me
some more.
Next, the king commanded that forty casks of wine, each
containing forty gallons, were to he drunk up on'the spot by
Simpleton and his party, Vaien the sharp-eared comrade
erheard these words and repeated them to Simpleton, he
was in despair.
"Alas, alas!" he exclaimed, "What is to be done? It would
take us a year. possibly our whole lives, to drink so much."
,'Never fear," said hi; thirsty comrade, "I'll drink it up at a

gulp, see if I don't,"
Sure enough, when the forty cask.; of wine containing fd
gallons

each were brought

alongSide

the

ship,

they

disappeared down the thirsty comrade's throat in no time.
When the casks were empty he remarked, "Why, I'm still
thirsty, I'd have been glad to have had more
the king took counsel with himself and sent an order
-to Simpleton that he was to have a bath in a bathroom at the
royal palace. and after that the betrothal should take place.

Now this bathroom was built of iron, and the king gave
orders that it was to be heated to such a degree that it would
suffocate Simpleton. When the poor silly youth entered the
he discovered that the iron walls were red-hot. But,

fortunately, his comrade with the straw on his hack had
.

followed him in, and when the door was shut behind them, he
scattered the straw about, Suddenly the red-hot walls Pooled
down and became so cold that Simpleton could scarcely bear
take a bath, and all the water in the room froze. SiMpleton
climbed up on the stoves and, wrapping himself idthe bath
blankets, lay there the whole night. In the morning, when the

king's men opened the door, there he lay safe and sound,
singing cheerfully to himself,
When this strange tale was told to the king he WAS sad
indeed, not knowing what he should do to get rid of so
undesirable a son-in-law, Suddenly a brilliant idea occurred to
him.
"Yell the rascal to raise me an army -now, at this infant!" he
exclaimed to one of his courtiers. Inform him at once of ray
royal will." And to himself he added, "I think I shall do for him
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this'time:

As on the former occasions, the quick-eared comrade
overheard the king's command, and he repeated it to
Simpleton.
"Alas, alas!:' Simpleton groaned. "Now I am 4Cite donefor.-

"Not at all,'". replied the Comrade who had dragged the
hundle.of wood through the forest. "Have you forgotten me?"
In the meantime the courtier, who had run all the way from

the palace, reached the ship panting and.- breathless, and
delivered the king's message.
"C4)od!" Simpleton said. "I will raise an army for the king.And he drewhimseff up. "But if, after that, the king. refuses to
accept me as his son-in-law, I will wage war against him and
carry the 'princess off by force."
During the night Simpleton and his comrade went toget
into a big field, not forgetting to take the bundle of wood w
them. This the comrade spread out in all directions, and in
moment a mighty army stood upon the spot, regiment
regiment of foot and horse soldiers. The bugles sounded
the drums beat, the chargers neighed,d their riders held
their lances in position while the foot soldiers presented arms.
In the morning, when the king awoke, he was startled by
warlike sounds- -the bugles and drums, the clatter of the horses
and the shouts of the soldiers. Stepping to the window, he saw
the lances gleaming in the stinlight and the glittering armor.

The proud monarch said to himself, "I am powerless in
comparison with this man."
So he sent Simpleton royal robes and costly jewels and
commanded him to come to the palace to be mark(' to the
princess. When his son-in-law put on the royal robes, he
looked so grand and stately that it was impossible to recognize
poor Simpleton, so changed was -he. The princess fell in love
with him as soon as ever she saw -him
Never before had so grand a wedding been seen, and there
was so much food and wine that even the glutton and the
thirsry comrade had enough eat and drink,

Why the Ocean is Salty
hen the earth was -new. there- w
not any caves
in the mountains, and the ocean floor was flat and
smooth, and the water of the ocean was not deep, and
fresh with no salt in it.
In those" days, Ang-ngalo, the son of the god of building, had

much to do and he liked to do it. All day along, Ang-ngalo
worked in the mountains, digging eaves, cict4) caves and
shallow caves, caves with roofs that were hung with jeweled

spears, caves thatjwere painted in reds and browns and
Ve110,WS, caves that were plain and had no painted walls.

One morning he looked out 'across the ocean and saw
Sipgnet, the goddess of the night, waving her dark veil at him.
,Ang:gnalo put down his shovel. He washed his hands in the
mountain stream. He walked across the ocean, and his walking
made deep caverns in the ocean floor.
Sipgnet greeted him. "I am tired of My home. she said.,"I am
ed of its blackness and its darkness. Ang-nga10,- she said,

"build me a dwelling that is as white as the sruiw on those
mountairp where you dig the caves. Make me a home as bright

the ocean in the sunlight."
He searched forstones that were white as snow. He hunted

through the islands. He dug deep in the mountains, but he
could not find stones as white as the Mountain snow, as bright
as the sunlit ocean.

"Then I shall build the house of brick," he said, and he
searched for clay that was white and clay that sparkled. He
could not find it.
He went to Asin, the god of salt.
"Give me salt," he said. -I will make bricks of salt. Salt is
whiter than the mountain snow, and it is brighter than the
sunlit ocean.
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1 will do it,r Asin said.
Then Ang-ngalo built bamboo bridges tram the salt caves to
the far sick of the ocean. lie hired workers to dig'the salt. He
hired workers to carry the salt across the bridge. 1-k set about
making bricks of salt.
But the ocean did not like he'bridges hat were built over it.
The ocean did not like the noise of the workers carrying their
loads of salt from the caves across the bridges. The ocean rose
up in the darkness and sent great waves against the bridges,
and towering waves against the walls of the house! The waves
destroyed the bridges. The waves swept the walls intact-it: sea,
and the bricks melted, and the ocean eater became salty.

And Sipgnet, the goddess of night, still lives in her dark
house.

The Sea o
n a ~mallisland, where almost ever` able-bodied
Mail was a fisherman, there once lived a Young
man named Hikoichi. He was gentle and kind, but he
Was.ncot -ery bright, and there was no one on the whole island
who was willing to teach him how 10 become a fisherman.
"flow could we ever make a fisherman out of you?" people
would say to him 'Noti-ace juLieli too slow to learn anything!"
But Ilikoichi wanted very badly to go to work, and he tried
hard to find a job. Ile looked and looked fOr Many months until
finally he fOund work as cook on one of.the fishing- boats. He
got the job, hOwever. only because no one else wanted it. No
one wanted to work in ahot steaming galley, cooking rice and
chopping vegetables, while the boat pitched and rolled in the
m Idle of
sea. No one wanfed to he the cook who always
got
sma
share of the hoat's catch, But Hikoichi didn't
mind at all.
hupp to have any, kind of job at last.
The lishemnen on his boat liked to tease him and theywould
ften -Quill him Slowpoke or Stupid, "Get busy and make us
something decent to cat, Stupid!" they would shout to him. Qr, F
Fhe rice is only half-cooked, Slowpoke!" theywould
compliant!

But no matter how they shouted or what they called him,
Hikoichi never grew angry. He only answered, -Yes sir,- or
"I'm sorry, sir.- and that was all.
Hikoichi was very carefdl with the food he cooked. and he
tried not to waste even a single grain of rice. In fact, he hated to
throw away any of the leftovers, and he stored-them carefully in

the galley cupboards. On the srmill, crowded fishing vessel,
however. there was no room for keeping useless things. Every
kit of extra space was needed to store the catch, for the more
fish they took hack to the island, the more money they would
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all make. \X he n the men discovered that Hikoichi was ring
the leftovers, they scolded him harshly,
-Stupid fool!" they shouted. -1)011't LISC oUr valuable space
for storing garbage. Throw it into. the sea!. "What a terrible waste of good food,: tlikoichi thought, but
he had to do as he was told. He gathered up all the leftovers he

had stored and took them up on deck.
''If I must throw this into the sea,- he said to himself, will
make sure the fish have a good feast. After all, if it were no
the fish, we svouldnt he able to make a '*ng." And so, a,
t, "Here t; +h,
throw the lettovers into the water, he eallec
here. good _fish, have yourselves a splendid dinner!"
From that 4y. Hikoichi always called to the fish hefor he
threw his leftovers into the sea. %Sidi Alb, come along" he

would call. -Enjoy some rice from my galley!" And he

continued talking to them until they had devoured ever'
morsel he, tossed overboard.
The tishermen laughed when they heard hint, "Listen the
ichi
voting fool talking to the fish,- they jeered. And to
they said, "'Maybe someday they will'answer you and tell yqu
how much -they enjoyed sour dinner.the fishermen,
But Hikoichi didn't pay attention
silt:nth gathered all the scraps frOin the table and continued to
toss them out to the fish at the end of the day. Each time he did,
he called to the fish as though they were his, best friends, and
his gent--le ()ice echoed 'tar out o'er the dancing waves of the
sea.

In such a fashion. Man -ars Went by until Hikoichi was
longer a iiting Man l le c on( inued to cook tor the men on his

fishing boat. however. and he still fed and talked to th& fish
es cry evening
wit; (las . the fishing boat put t`.c_r out to sea in search of

fish. it sailed for three days and three niiiFTs7going farther and

farther away from the small island. On the third night, they
sca V. hen they dropped anchor. It was a
.4. en: still tar out
quiet star tilled night \%itli a full moon glov Mg high in the sky
rhe men w ere tired front the day's work and not king after

chimer the% ve re all sound asleep
Ilikuichi. hos\ user. still had much to do Ile scrubbed the
pots. (leaned up his mane\ and ....aNfied the laic tor breakfast,.
L.)

so

When he had finished, he gathered all the leftovers in a basket

and went up on deck.
"Gather around, good fish," he called as always. "Enjoy your
dinner.'
He emptied his basket and stayed to watch the fish eat up his

food, 'Then, he went to his bunk to prepare for bed, but
somehow the boat felt very peculiar. It had stopped rolling. In
fact, it was not moving at and felt as though it were standing
on dry land.
"That's odd," Hikoichi thought, and he ran up on deck to see
what had happened. He leaned over the rail and looked out.
"What!" he shouted. "The ocean is gone!"
And indeed it had disappeared. There was not a sine drop
cif water anywhere. As far as Hikoichi could see, there was
nothing but miles and miles of sand. It was as though the boat

were standing in the middle of a vst deSert of shimmering
sand.

"What has happened?" Hikoichi wondeled. "HaVe we
suddenly beached ourselves on an unknown island? Did the
ocean dry up? ut no, that is impossible. I must be-dreaming!"
Hikoichi blinked hard and shook his head. Then he pinched
himself on the cheek, but he was\ not dreaming. Hikoichi was
alarmed. *He wanted to go below to wake the others, but he
knew thq( would be very an y to-be awakened in the middle
of the night. 'they would shout at him and call him a upiSfool
and tell him he was Out of his mind. Hikoichi
he
wouldn't awaken them after all. If the boat was still on land in
morning, the men would see for themselves.
Elikoichi could-not believe his,eyes.. He simply had to get of.
the boat to see if they really were standing on dry land. Slowly,
he lowered himself down a rope ladder and reached the sand
below.. Carefully, he took a step and felt ,his foot crunch on
something solid. No, it wasn't water. It really was sand after all.
Hikoichi' blinked as he looked around, for under the light of the
moon, the sand glittered and sparkled like a beach of gold. He
scooped up a handful and watched it glisten as it slid through
his fingers.
'Why, this is beautiful,- liikuichi thought, Aid his heart sang
wildly with joy at the Splendor of the sight. "I must save sdme of
this sand so I can remember this wonderful night forey
He

-

,

hurried hack onto the boat for a bucket. 'tilled it wi
sparkling sand and then carried it aboard and hid it careftylly.
beneath his hunk. He looked around at the other men, butthey,
were all sound asleep. Nut one seemed to have noted that ate:,

hoot w:ts standingjaill. Hikoichi sppped quietly into :his
narrow-, dark hunk. and soon he too was sound asleep
The ncxl-morhing Iiikciichi was the first to wake LI
remembered the re -trkable happening of the night he

-He

ready to call the other men tti see the
and he' leaped out of h
strange sight. Rut as he go dressed. he felt the familiar rocking
of the boat. He hurtled up on deck and he saw that once again,
they were out in the middle of the ocean with W3VCS MI about
,

them_ Ilikoichi shook his head, but now he could no.Ionger
keep it all to hirnsell As soon as the other _11 cane. Up or
deck, he told his story
appear oil the'
and miles cher
Ilic.oeean was g,t'ine and.foptu
and.-It glittered and sparkle I undett the full .m
nothing
though we were sailing ttn a sea ctt`golden san
and it w,
u were surely
The en roared with-laughter:
Now put away vour-ditydreams- and fix us

rt

rite, -- het cried :ts he saww t

su
some breakfast-No. no. I wasn't drunk and I was

A

.dreaming.- Hikoichi
insisted. "I climbed down the ladder and I walked on the sand.

picked it up and felt it slip through my Lingers iflwasn'
dream. It really wasn't."
-Poor old Slowpoke,- the men sneered. "Yc ur brain Ii
tinalk become addled. We will have, to send vou home
It was then that Hikoichi remembered his bucket. "Wait!
(iine with me and I can prove a,- he said. and he led the men
down to his bunk. Then, getting down on his,hands and knees,
he carefully pulled out his bucket of satiet,
-There!" he said proudly, "I scooped thissuP when I went
thetgand. Now do vottbelieve me?
down and
The men suddenly stopped laughing. -This isn't sand:: they
said, reit( ping out to feel it -It's gold! It'sa bucket trill of pure
I

-WIIN dtdn t

)P'' one of the men

get illotc

shuttled
-You've got to gn c some of it to us, another added:
ti 2
0

share cur, fish -with you You gnu §t sli

us,- said still another,
Soon all the men wer=e yelling'and shouting, an
.get their handS on Hikoichi's- bucket cat gold.
Then the viii es(of the fisher,Men-spoke up "Stbp irtStqp

he called

gold doesn't belong to and, of von, it

belongs--to
t le reminded therneli.hOW .Hikoichi 'had fed the fish of the;
e.i for Sib many ye-art-4ff though they were his ow elnldresn,
"Now the .King of the Seahas given Eiikuiehia
d for his
kindness to:the fish," he eXplained. And turnin to 'Hikoichr,- he
"You are not stupid car a tool car a sloes poket my-friend,
You are gentle andicind and good. This gift from the Kingdom
of the Sea is_your rev -ird. Take all the gold and-Yeep it, for. it
herongs- only to you.
-:-Lf he. shouting,PuShing--fishErmen -suddenly -became-silent
.and thoughtful-, tort they, knew the 'old fishermlin w is, right.
.

They were ashamed of having laughed at Hike
}tzir defter
Yeariand they knew that-he truly deserved this tine reward.
Without another word the, men Went Jack to work. They.
Mpleted. their. catch- that day and the heavily laden -hodt
turned Once more to the little island.,

The next. tinie the boat put out to sea, Hikoiehi
longer aboard, for noWhe had enough
gOld to leave hiS jol
,
cook forever.
He
built
himself
ii
beautifurneW
house, and he
u.3

even had-a small boat pf his o vvn so he could still sail out to sea '
_and feed the fish. He used his treasure from the sea wisely andwell. and he used a long happy life o n the little island,here
no
w
Orly ever galled him Stupid or l()vvp(')ke.:.

here was oncempOn a time a man and a womT.,,t4nd
they had'o ne little hay. In the surnmertime-they used
to go out and mow \corn in the fields, and one suwrier
*hen they-had laid their little lad by theside of dsheaf,-an eagle

swooped down, caught up the child, carried him inter .the
forest, and laid him in its nest. Now in this forest three bandits

chanceil to be wandering at the same, tIme. They heard the
-child crying in the eagle's-nest: "Odoo! oo-oot oo-oor so, they

;went up to the oak on whith was the nest and. said to one
another, "Let us chop down the tree and kill the Chiid!':;-"No,7
replied ore of them, it would he better. to' climb up the tree

and bring him down alive."

he climbed up thenree and-

brought-down the lad, and they nurtured him 4nd gave hi in the
name of Tremsin: Theybrought up Trenisin until he becade
youth, and then they gave him a holse, set him upon it and said.
to. him, "No* go out into the Wide world and seqrch,for your

father and your mother-- t3 Tremsin yvent out into thvide

World and pastured his steed on the vast steppes, andhis st--6-ed
spoke to him and said, "When we ha:NT gone a little farther,y'ou
will see a plunte of the.Bird :Mar; pick it not up, or sore trouble
will be, yours!" Then they went an -4gAin:They went on and on,

through ten tsardoms they we s, till they came to 'another
empire in the land of Thrice Teti

ere lay the felither. And the

youth said to himself "Why should I not pick up the feather
when it shines so brightly even from afar ?" And he Went near to

Vr the ; feather, and it shohe so that the like of ,it cannot he
expressed,t3r conceived or irnagi ed or even told of in 'tales,
the feat et and went into the town
Then Tremsin picked

_

inst him, tied in that
there lived a rich nobleman.
And Tremsin entered the house of this riobleinan and said,
may I work with you as a laborer?"--Thc nobleman looked at
hirir, and seeing that hi w is.comcls andstalwart, :Why not' Of
course sou may," said he tic. he took him-into service. Now this
nobleman had ,manyscrvants. and they curried his horses for
him, and made them smart and glossy'ag,ainst the day ht2 should
go a-hunting:And Tremsin began to 'curry his horse likewise;and -the semants Of the nobleman could not make the hOrscsOf
.their mister so shining brightasiTremsin made his own horse.
.

.So they lOoked more:closely; and they perceived that when
Trernsin cleaned his. horse he stroked it with the feather of the
Bird Zhar, and the coat of the good steed straightway shone

like burnished silyer. ,Then those seints were filled with
envy. and said among, themSelves, "Flow-:Can Ave-remove this

fellow: from the world' We'll saddle him with a- task he is
unable to do, and then our master will drive
they_ :Went to their master. and said, -Treolsin has a. feather of

the Bird Zhar, and .he says drat if he likes he can get the Bird:
Zhar itself-. ". Then the noblenian sent for Trcinsin and said toi:.
hits ,--0'Tremsin! my henchmen vas that sou can g,et the Bird
Zhar it soli want to : " ---N'ay, but I can.not," replied Trernsin:-"Answer rne not said the nobleman, for so sure as -I've .11
word, I'll :slice your head off like a gourd.7-Then Tremsidtell
a-weeping and-went away to his horse. "My master,`.` said he.,
,has given me a .task- to do that will clean undo me. "- ':What:
ask is that?- asked the horse.---Why, to fetch' him .the Bird
Zhar. "---.-W-hy. that's, not a tlisk, but a trifle," replied
horse.
Lit- us'`go. to the steppes!' it 'continued,--and let me go abrowsing; but strip yourself st
-cd and lie d awn in the grass. and the Bird Zhar will soop do
to feed. So long as
she only.claws about your body, touch her not; but as- on :is
she beginS to claw at your eyes,. seize her by the less"

So when they got to Ihetwild steppes, Tremsin stripped
himself naked and-flunk himSelf in the grass and immediately,.
--the Bird Zhar swooped dOwrn and began pecking: all about him,

and at last she peckd at his eyes. Then TrinSin seized her.by
both legland mounted his horse and took the Bird Zhar to the
noilernan. Then his fellow7servants,lkere i s re envious than

.

hey said ainong themselves,-

shatt

him a tasl to do that cannot.he doneAdSo rid the we rld of
hini
-him altogether ?" So they thought, and then they yc'ent to the
iY

not-item-in and said-,'.'IreSminsays that-to get the Bird Zhar W:ts
nothing, and that he is alsO. atilt- to get the thrice-lovely Nastasia
the
Then the nobleman itg:tinsenf for Trensin and said
tci him, '!Look now! You got for me thc Bird Zhar, see that you
now also get me the thric e-lovely
Mast Isla of the sea."--"But I
.

cannot, sir!" said Tremsin: '--Answer- me not so!". replied the,
nobleman; for SO sure as I've, a sword, l ll slice your ht ad off
like a gourd &wt' do not bring her."--Then Trcinsin went-ottt
his horse and fell

Why do you weep?" asked the

faithful steed.--"Mrffaster his given rne-a task that cannot be
task is that?".--"Why to _fetch him the thricelovely Nastasia of the sear:770h7hor_ laughed the horse,-`1that_

is not i taSkybut a trifle.' Go to your Master and say, 'Cause
white tents to he raisedty the sea-shore,: and buy Wares of

,

sundry kinati,-and wine and spirits in bottles and tiasks;.:ind the
thrice-lovely Nastasia will cOrne.and purchase yonr.wares, and
then you may take her.:;

And the nobleman did- so He caused white tents tc he
pitched by the sea shore, and bought kerchiefs and 'Scarves and
sprKad them out gaily; and made store of Wine, and brandy in
bottles and flasks. ,Then Tremsin rode toward thc tents, and
while he wad cin the i.Vay his horse Said to him, "NV, v when I go

to graze, you lie down and pretend tO.sleep. Then.the thricelovely Nastasia will dppear and say, 'Wl-iat Io Yoti want for your
wares?' hit keep silent. °But wheel she begins to taste Of the
vine and brandy, then she will go to sleep in the tent,sand you
can Catch her easily and hold her fast'':' -Then Tremsin lay_,don
and pretended to sleep, and forth from the sea came the thriceloVely Nastasia, and went up to the tents and asked, "Men:hunt,
merchant, what do you want for your wares?" Bid he lay there,

and moved never a limb. She asked the same thing over and
'er again: but, getting no answer, went into the'tents where
he flasks and the. bottles stood. She tasted the wine..How good

it was! She tasted the. brandy. That aS still better. SO fniin
tasting:she fell to drinking.-First-she dr nk.a little, and then she
.drank a little more, and .at last she we -_t asleep in the tent. Then

Trernsin seized the thrke-loVely Nasta,sfa and-put her behind
him on horseback, and carried her off to the nobleman. The
nobleman praised Tremsin exceedingly, but the thrice-lovely
Nastasia said Look ndw! since yOU have foun the feather of
the Bird iZhar; and the Bird Zhar herself, sin .e alsb you have
found me, you must now fctch.rhe also my little coral neck lace
from the sea!" Then .Tremsin went out to his faithful steed and

wept-sorely and told him all about it And the horse Said to
him, "Did I not tell you that grieVous woe would come upon
you if you picked up that feather?" But the horse added,
Come' weep riot! after all 'ti not a task, but a trifle." Then they
went along by the sea; and the horse said to hinl Let me out to
graze, and then keep watch till you see a crabcome forth ham
the sea, and then say.to him;
catch you "--S,o Tremsin let
his horse out to graei and he himself-stood by the sea - shore;
and watched and Watched till he saw a crab come- swimming
along.:Thrn he said to the crab, "I'll catch you."- -- "Oh! seize
.
me nod- said the crab, but let me get back into the sea, and
and Ill
of great service to you." - "Very
Very well," saki Tremsin, "bin you
must get mee from the sea the coral necklace of the thriceloVelYNastasia,- and with that he let
crab go back into ffie
.

.

sea again. Then the crab called together all her young crabs,
and they collected all the coral and brought it ashore,'and gaveit to Tremsin. Then the faithftil-steed-came -running-up, and

Trernsin mounted it and took the coral to the thrice-lovly
Nastasia. "Well," said Nastasia, 2you have gotten the feather of
the Bird Zhar, you have gotten the. Bird Zhar itself, yon. have
gotten me my coral; get me now from thesea my herd of wild
horses!---Then Tremsin was very distres-sed, and went to his

faithful steed and vpt bitterly, and told him all about it
Well,- said the hors. this time 'ti s" no trifle, but a real hard
ask. Go now to your master, and bid him buy twenty hides,and.

eight hundred pounds of pitch, and eight-hundred pounds of
flax, and-eight-hundred pounds of hair."--So Tremsin went to
hi's master and told him, and his master bought it all. 'Then
Tremsin loaded his horse with all this anctto the sea they werit
to, ether. And when they came_to the sea the horse said "Now
lay upon me .the hides and the tar and the flax, and lay them in
this order--first a hide, and then fortypounds of tar, and then

.

forty pounds of fax and so or laying then IiiZe that till they-are
all laid." Trernsin did so. "And now," said the horSe, "I shall
plunge into the sea, andwhen you see a large red wave driving
toward the shore, run away till the red wave has passed and see
a white wave caning, and then sit down on the shore and keep
watch. I shall then come out of the sea, and after me the whole
herd; theri you must sulk with the horsehair the holse which
gallops immediatelyafter me, and he will not be too str
for
you."--So the faithful steed-plunged into the sea, an tare -sin

sat down on the shore and watched. The horse Swam O a
bosquet that rose out of the sea, and there the herd of s:ea,
horses was grazing. When the strong charger of Nastasia saw
.:him and the hides he carried on his back, it set off after him at
'_full tilt, and the whole herd followed the strong Charger of
Nasta.sia.-Theydrovethe horse-with-the hides into the sea, and
pursued him: Then the strong charger of Nastasia caught up
the steed of Tremsin and tore off one of his hides, and began-to
worry it with his teeth and tear it to fragmentsas he ran. Then
tie caughthim up a secand time, and tore off another hide, and
.

began to worry that in like manner till he had torn it also to
shreds; and thas he ran after Tremsin's steed for seVenty miles,
till he had torn off all.the hides, and worried them to bits. But

Tremsin sat upon the seashore till he saw the large white
billow bounding in, and behind the billow came his own
horse, and behind his pwn horse came -th thrice-terrible
erd at his
charger of the thrice-lovely Nastasia, with the
heels. Tremsin struck high full on the forehead with the eighthuridred pounds of hair, and immediately he stood stood still.
Then Tremsin struck him full on the forehead with the eighthundred pounds' of hair and-immediately he stood still. Then

drove the
Tremsin threw a halter over him, mounted,whole herd to the thrice-lovely Nastasia. NaStasia praised
Tremsin for his prowess, and said to him, 'Veil, yqu have
gotteri the feather of the Bird Zhar, you have gotten the Bird
Zhar itself, you have gotten me my coral and my her65f hor-es,
now milk my mare and put the milk into three vats, so

there mar be milk hot as boiling water in the first vat,
lukewarm milk in the second vat, and icy Cold milk in the third
.vat:" Then Tremsin went to his faithful steed and wept, bitterly,

and the horse aid tozhim, Why do you Weep --"WhyShould I
not weepr- cried he "the thrice-lovely Nastasia has giVen me
the task to do that cannot be done. I am to fill three vats with
the milk from her mare and the milk must be boiling hot in the
first 1.'11E. and lukewlem. in the second, and icy cold in the third
- "Oh -hoe" cried ,the horse, that is not a task, late if trifle:.

ll caress-the Tare, then g9 on nibbling till you has-einilked-all
three vats full."' So Tremsin did Kt He milked the threes full,
and the milk in the-first vat was hoiling'hot, and in the second
Vat --arm, and in the third at freezing cold, \Xilzen all wasreattthe thricezalovelvNastasia said to Tremsin, "Now, leap firit f allin the
_into the told Vat, and then-into the warm vat, and
boiling hot vat!"--Treinsin leaped into pe first.vat, andleaped
out again an old man; he leaped into the sectind vat., and leaped

t a youth .he leaped into the third vat, but when he leaped .
out again, he wail sc young and handsonfe- that po pen can
describe it and no talk can tell of it Then the thricelovely
Nastasia herself leaped into .the vats. She leaped. into the firSt
vat, and .came- out an old woman; she leaped into the second
vat, and came out ayoung maid; but when she leaped out of the

third Vat; she was so handsome and goodly that no pen can
describe it and no talk can tell of it, -Then the thrice lovely
Nastasia-made the nobleman leap into-the vats. He leaped into
ihe first vat, and became quite old;- he leaped into, the second
vat,, and became quite young; he leaped into the third vat, and
burst into pieces. Then Tremsin took unto himself the-thricelovely Nastasia to be his wifd; and thei! lived happily together

on the nobleinan's estate, and they drove away tie
se

s.

raven flew above the sea, looked down, and saw a
lobster. She grabbed him and took him to the woods,
intending to perch somewhere tin a branch andeat a
good meat The lobster saw his end was coming and said to the
raven: "Eh, ,raven; I knew your father and_ motl er,. they were
tine people!- "Iitimphr answered the raven, withoui-op_ening
her mouth. "And I knew you s brothers and sisters, too; what
fine people they are" "Fhimplilir 1,f But although they are all fine

people, they ar not equal tayou. I .think that in he whole
world there is not le wiser ,than you." "Aha!" cawed the
rave,n, opening her outh wide, and dropped the lobster into
the sea.

_

n a certain city there lived a merchant who had three
sons: the first was Fyodor, the second Vasily, and the
third Ivan the Fool. This merchant liyed richly, he
sailed in his ships to foreign lands and traded in all kinds of
goods. Once he -lbaded two ships with preciouS merchandise
and-sent therm beyond- he-sea-with his two elder sons, Ivan,-his

youngest son, always went to inns and alehouses, and for that
reason-his father did riot trust him with any business", but when
Ivan learned that.his brothers had been sent beyond the sea, he
straightway went to his father and begged him tbe-Aowed to
show himself in foreign landssee people, and earn money by
his wits. For a long time the merchantrefused,:saying; "You'll

spend everything on drink and come home 'without your
head!" However, whenrhe saw that his son persisted Ins,. his
prayerl, he gave hint a ship with the very cheapest cargo-beams, boards, and planks. 1 Ivan Made ready kit the Voyage,
lifted anchor, and soon overtook. his brothers. They sailed
together on the blue sea for one day, rwo-days, three days, but
on the fourth strong winds arose and blew Ivan 'S ship tci'a
remote and unknoWn island.- Very-well boyS; cried Ivan to
his crew, 'make for shore!" And they reached the Shore. Ivan
stepped out on: the island,- told his crew to wait for him, and
started :walking -along afipath. He walked and walked until he

reached a very high Mountain: And he saw that in this
mountain there was neither sand nor stone but pure Russian
salt. He returned to the shore and ordered his sailors to throw
all the beams and_ planks into the. water and to load the ship
with salt As soon as this was done, Ivan lifted anchor and sailed
away
After some time, a long time or a short tie, and after they
had sailed some distance, a great distance ora short one, the

=-

Ship approached a large and.wealthy city, sailed
its harbor,
and cast a.itehor. Ivan, the merchant s son, went into the city to

.

;Ike obeisance to the king of the country and to ,:obtOrt
ennissidn to trade :freely, and he took a bundle
merchandise, Russian salt, to show ity-the-kinA. His arKal as'
immediately reported to the sovereign, who summoned him
and sari, "Speak! What is your business what do you want?"
lust this your.Majesty! Perm it:me to yrade freely in our
'AO what good s do yOn sell?" "Russian-salt, your Majes,

king had never heard of salt; in his .kingdom the people are

withOut Silt He wondered what this new and unknown
merchandise might be "Come," he Said, "showF, it to me." Ivan,

the merchant's son, :opened his kerchief; the king glanced at
:the-contents and-thought to himself "This-is onlywhite sand!"
-And hesaid-to Ivan with a smile: "Brother, this can bead hire

without moneyr

.

un left the palace feeling very downcast. Then it occurred

:

to him . to go to the king's 'kitchen and-see bow thecooks
prepared Meals there-and what kind of salt they: used. HeWent
into the kitchen, asked to bealloWed to rest for a while, sat on a
chili`, and -Watched., The cooks ran back and forth one was

busy boiling, another, roasting, another pouring; andostill another crushing lice on a ladle: Ivan, the merchant:s- S9n, saw

that they were not -the least bit concerned with salting the
food. He waited tillfa moment came when everyone else was
Out 9f the _kitchen; then he seized the chance to -pont- _the
:--proper amount of salt into all the stews and sauces: The time
came to serve the dinner, and the first dish was brought in The
king ate of it and found-it savory as never before. The second
dish was served, and he liked it even better:.
Then the king summoned his cooks and said to the
I have
been king for many years, but never before have yo i cooked

me such savory dishes. HQVV did you do it?"

e cooks

answered: ''Your. Majesty, we cooked as of old and di not add
anything new. But the Merchant who 'came to ask p
ission
. to trade freely is sitting in the Idtchen. Perhaps he has added
-

something." "Summon him to my presence' Ivan, the
merchant's son, was brought before the king to be questioned.
kire fell on his knees and asked forgiveness. 'Your Majesty, 1
confess my guilt. I have seasoned all the dishes and sauces with

.9.
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Russian salt. Such is.th

istorri.in my cd_tintry.7

for howl`
sdinss

.

Much dd yon sell this.
s
!' Nail realiztfd that his it

in a', fair :way and answ
. -ft is not -yety dear-,for: two
meastires;of.salt,one.measure of sih;er.and 'otie ofgold.- The
ng, agr,..eed-tO Llais-price-and bought the wholecargo.
Ivan filreOhis ship'with silver 'and gold and sat down to wait
or a favorablewind
wind\NNow the kinitfthat land had a datighter,
..: a beauttful:prhicess:.-She wanteikto 'see- the RussiAn ship and
asked-her father's permission to go down-to the port. The king
aye her perniission. So'sfierbokhernrirs.es, governesses, and
maidsryants With her, and drove forth to see the 'Russian-ship.
7 Wan, the merchant's son, showed her escry part and told her its

name-the sails, the-rigging, the bow, and the stern-an
Aithen
he led her into the cabin. He ordered his crew'
w' cut a
the
.
.
-..
--

anchor; hoist the-sails; and put out to sea; and-since they had a
good tail wind, they were-soon a good distance from, the city...
The princess came up on deck, saw only the sea around her
1
.

and began to weep. Ivan, the Merchant's son; spoke to her,
comforted hers and urged her to dry her tears; and since he Was
handSome,' she soon smiled and ceased grieving.
For some time, a long time or a shOrt time, Ivan sailed on the
Sea with the princesS. Then his elder brothers overtook him,
-: learned o his audacity and good_fortune, -and greatly envied
him, They came on hoard his ship, seized him byis aims, and
threw him into the sea; then they cast lots between them and
divided the booty: the eldest brothek took the princess, and the

second brother took the ship full of. silver and gold.
Now it happened that When they flung Ivan from the ship he
saw one of the hoards that he himself had throWn into-the sea.He clutched the board and for a long time drifted on it above
the depths of the sea. Finally, he was carried to an- unlmown,
island. He went ashore and -walked along the beach. He met a
giant with an, enorrnous mustache, on which hung his Mittens,
which he Was drying.thus after the rain Vhat do you want

here asked_ the giant, Ivan told -him everything that had
happened. If you desire,. I wall carry you home. TomorroW
yolir eldest brother is to marry the princess. Sit on my backHe took lyan,up in his hands, seated him on his back, and ran

-across the sea. Iv is vap dropped of "Ah me, he said I've
lost my cap';, "NeVerdnind, brother," saidthe giant, 'your cap
(6:
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ay by now, five hundred versts behind us.- He brou
to his native land, put him on the ground, and said "Npw
promise that you will not boast to anyone about haviniridden

on -my back; if you do bOast, I shall crush you Ivan, the
.merchant's-son,- promised not to boast, thanked the giant, and

set out on the homeward journey.
Witen he arrived, everyone was already at the wedding table,

preparing to go 19 church; As soon as the beautiful princess
saw him, she junrped from her seat and threw:herself on his
neck. "This is my bridegroom," she said, and not he who sits
here by my Side.- 'What is this?" asked the father. Ivan told hit i
levorything-how.he had traded the salt, how he had carried off
the princess, and how his elder brothers had pushed him into
the sea. The father was very angr4 his elder sons, drove them
our of tfie housE, and married Ivan to the princess.
Now a gay' feaSt began. The guests got drunk and began to
boast. ome about their strength, some about .their wealth, and
cane about the beauty, of their young wives.- And Ivan sat and
at and then drunkenly boasted 'What are yoUr boasts worth? I
have somethingreal to boast about: I rode horsOack on a giant
across the .entire sea!" The moment he said these:words, ithe
giant appeared at the gate. "Ah, Ivan, son of the merchant,"-he
sa dg "f told you not to boast about ine. Now what have you
done?" "Forgive me," Ivan Implored him, it was not, I who
boasted, but my drunkeness!" "Come, shim me; What do you
mean by drunkertess?
Ivan gave orders that a hundred gallon' barrel of wine and a
hundred gallonharrel of beer be brbught. The giant drank the
wine and the beer -got drunk, and began- to break up and, ruin
.:everything in his path; he Icnbcked down tr'eesand bushes and
tore big houses asunder. Then he fell down and slept three
ays and nights Without awakening When he awoke, he was
Shown all the damage he had done, The giant was terribly
risgd- and said "Well, Ivan, son of the merchant, no
ow ,what drunkenness is . Henceforth you may boas
= me. all =you likes "

here was once a fisherman Who lived with his wife* a
serable little hovel close to the sea. He-went to fish
day, and he. fished and fished, and at laSt one day
as heWaS.
looking deep doWninto the shining waters he. -felt sOmethin can his line. When he hauled it up-there was a big
flounder on tht:end of tyre line.
The flounder said
"Listen, fislierifian,.I
be you not to
,
kill me, I
no common
comh flounder. I am an enchanted prince!
What gwd will it do to kill me? I shank be good to eat Pin me
baCk into the water and- leave me to
'Ho! ho' said the fisherman. You need not make so many
-words about it I am quite ready to put back a flounder that Can
talk, ", And-so saying; a. put back the fipunderintO the shining
water and it sank down to the tiOttom, leaving a streak of Plood
behind- it Then the fisherman got , up and went back to his wife
the hovel.. -,
Husband she said "have you caught nothing -trod n'
ci; said the Man. "All _I caught-was one flounde?. And he
said he was an, enchanted prince, so I let hin-ga'again.
"I id you not wf.sh for-anything then?" asked-the goodwife.
"No," said-theTnan. What was-there to wish for?"
said the wife, "isrAt it barenough always to live in this
w_ retched hovel? You _Might at least have wished_ for a nice
an cottageGo hack and Calf hiril! Tell him I;want a pretty
Ittage:He will surely give_ us that."
"Alas," said the man,. what am I to go back there. for ?"
.t
I;" Said:the woman, "ff.Was you who.caught him and let
a-again. He Will certainly do that for you Be of now
I re Ian was still not'very willing to go, but, he did not wan
.

to vexliis wife and at last he went back to the sea....
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He found the sea no longer b
een.- He stood by it and said:
`Tiounder, flounder in the sea,

Ianthee hearken unto me
My wife; Ilsebil, must have her of n will; And serzds me to beg a boon of thee, - '
The flounder Fame swimming up and said,

yo.

said die Man, r had to call you, foroy wife said I
ouglu to have wished fur something as I caught you She-dOesn't want to live in our miserable hovel any longer. She
wants`. pretty cottage."
.

"Go home agaih then," said the flounder. She has her wish
Ily"
The man went home and found his Wife no longer in the old
hut, but a pretty little cottage stood in its place and his wife was
-

sitting on abench by the door.
She took him by the hand and said, "Come and look here.
Isn't this muCh better?"
They went inside and found a pretty sitting morn, albedroom.

with a bed in it a kitchen, and a larder furnished with
everything of the bests in tin and brass and every possible
requisite. Outside there was a little yard with chickens and
ducks and a little garden full of vegetables and fruit. "hook!" said the woman. "Is not this nice?"
"Yes,'' said the man, "and so let it remain. We can live here
very happily"
We will see about that, said the woman. With that they ate
something and went to bed.
Everything went Well for a week or more, and then the wife

said "Listen, husband, this cottage is too cramped and the
garden is too small. The flounder could have given us a bigger
house. I want to live in a big stone castle. Go to the flounder
and tell him to give us a castle."
us.

s

said the roan, the cottage is good enou
Id we do with a castle."
.

"Never mind,' -aid his wife. "You just go to thj flounder and
he will manage it."
"No, wife;" said the man. "The flounder gave us the cottage. I

donl want to go back. As likely as not he'll be
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The man's heart was her arilhi
He said to himself "It's n( right:".
aHe fotrnelthe sea was m longer
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GO .home,again," Said the\ flounder,
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n a-big stone
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Then the Man went- away thinking b wool find no_ house,
but when* germ back fie founda great tone a ace, and his
wife was Standing at the tap rot the ste -wait g to go in.
ome n with me"
She took hint hY- the-Ataxic-1rd said,
With that they went ill' an .1- fipunil a eat h y paved with
slabs, and numbers o servants 'n att ndanc who
opened the great doors for them. The Ils we e hung with
beantiful tapestfieS and the rooms vvere fuhe with golden
r
e floors and
chairs 'and tables, while rich carpets

erzstal chandeliers hung from the ceilings. The ta es groan
wines.
under every kind of delicate forld and the Tost/
Outside the house there was a grit alCOurtya0ni
ages. 13ey_cm hiS there
homes_ and cos and man),
loveliesi
flowe s and fine
was a great garden filled with
frith trees. There ,N -as-allo a park halfa
g, 4-n n it were
eul wish for.
hares,
and
ever}4htngtbat,on
stags..hinds
said the walhan, is not this wort has
n
-Oh yes," ;amid the man, and so let it remair lac
this beautiful palace and be content.'
We will think about that,- said his\ wif e, and Jeep, ponit.

With that they went to bed,.
just 4
Next morning the _wife. woke up first Day
:Ind from her bed she could see the.beautiful co -n
her: ler husband was Still asleep, but Sliepushed
elbm and said iishand, get up and peep-out o

wning
ound
h her
dow.

Could we not bete I 'fig qv
oun e W g will be King"..
man, "why'shonid
if " said

ere,

to ,b
sa

ounder.

al_
-

be King? I don'

n."

s w e,

u will not be King

-o tothe

II be

e said-the man, t why ilioiyou Want to be King? I
to ask the flounder":
ion 't.
y no said the Woman. "Go you must. I will be lUne
ent,* but he was inte said because his wife \
So. the
wou ld b e
t hey sale It rs ,not-right.
"It is ifici
edhe sea,,he,foundAtAark, gray and_rou
en h
and eyil sine g. He:Stbod there and said:
R. der, flotinder in the sea;

Prte hearkenunto me

Must have her oMn u
e,
And s dpme to'beg a hoclii ofibee
owiatld es she wantr said the flounder,
as, said th man, "she wants to'he King now,
s King already," said the flounder.
back, and when.he.teached the palace he
orth man
und that it h d grown much larger and a gleat tower had
dsome decorations. There 'Was a sentry at
been added vit
o baCk.' S

bers of soldiers Wete playing twins and
the dopr
.
trtuo
s o as- he got t' inside the -house he found
b15 aod gold:and, the hangings were of,
eveillhing was
den fassels.
xelvet
The doors Of t lies= non were thrown wide open, and he saw
tbe whole _court ras ernfiled. His wife was sitting on a lo
throne of gold and iarnonds: She wore a goldeo crown and
of her
carried in oneliand a cepter of Pure gold.,On each

stooirladies in a tOn row, each one a head shorter than the
next.
d said, 'Al wife, are you now King?
He stood before h
"ires," she said: "N
He ittiod looking akt h r for some time, and then lie said, "Ali,
wife,

to be

s a fine thing for you in bp lUng. Now we will not wish
ything rnore."
hiiSt4pd," she\ swered, quite uneasily, .1 find that
toi

3

time hangs very heavy on, myThands. I. can't beat it any lOnger.

ng I am, but I *lutist alSo be ,

Go back to the, flounder.
Emperor.
"AlaS,

said the

Emperor?

n,,1 why do you now want to
t

"Husband; she answered, 7go to the flounder, Empero
will be
Alas, Wife,"_ said the man,"ernperor he can't make you, and I

onit'aslchim. There is only One emperor in the codntry and
Emperor the-flounder cannot 1 ake your That he can't;
'What?"' said the woman. "I am King, and you are but my
husband..To
him you mbst go rid that right quiddy.
.
make-a.ldng,_he can-also makeinemperor; Emperor I evil
1

.-gd gb qqickly."He had to go, but he was quite frightened.And as he went he
;

_

_

thought,- This won't end well Emperor is too shameless. The
flounder will make an end of the Whole thing."
With that he came to the-sea, but now he found it quite black
and heaving up from below in great waves. It tossed to and fro :I
and a Sharp-wind blew over it and the man trembled: So h

stood there and said
'Flounder flounder in the sea,
-Prithee, hearken unto me
e, Ilsebil, must have her
Arid sends me to beg a boon of thee.
"What does she want now?" said the flounder.
'Alas, flounder," he- said; "my wife wants to be Emperor,'
o back," said the flounder. She is Emperor."
So the man went back, and when he OA to the door he found
.

that the whole- palace was made of polished marble with
alabaster figures and golden decorations. Sbldiers marched up

and =down before.- the doors, blqwing their trumpets and
beating their drums. Inside the -palace, counts; barons, and
dukes walked about as attendants, and they opened tahim the
doors, which were of puree gold.
-----

--

He went in and saw his wife` sifting on a-huge throne made ofsolid gold. It was at least two miles high. She had on her head a
great golden crown set with diamonds three y4rds high, in one
hand she held the scepter, and in the other the orb of empire.
On each side of her. stood thesgentlemen-at-arms in tvCro roWs,
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each one a,little smaller than the other, from giants- ivy° th
high down to the tiniest:dwarf no bigger than myiittld finger.
She was surrounded by princes and dukes.
Her. hi....isban:dk:-stood' still and said; "Wile, are
u now
Emperor?'
=

am'- Emperor.

at her for some=time and said -Alas,
how Much tett
are you for being Emperor
Husband." she
'what arelyeitistandingthere-fdr?Now
-am =EmpOret, I mea tc be POpe
back to the flounder.
ThEn he 100

_

saidAhe-man,

WOin't you want ritxt?-Pope

ti Cannot-be= There iS:onivOne pope in Chtistendont That's
more ib _thetloi nder7-can_do_
3x
Husband?' s said ,`Pope I mill b SO go a Vnce!
Pope this .per
'No, my w
he said dareinptitell him, it: o_good.
too monstrot altogether. The flOtinder canna make Nx-ni
f- t
Pope.'
-Husband: aid'the woman. "don't talk ridns Ilse: If he can
I

_

pert, h can make, a pope.- Go imm diately. am
14-id-4bu arebut rnti huSband, and-NOU must Ohey-."

o he wasT,frightened and Went, but he, wasquite dazed. He

:hi ered and shook and his knees trembled
A great wind anise over the land, the clolids-tiew across the
sky, andpit grew as dark as night. The leaNesfelt from the trees,
,

and the water foamed and dashed upon --the7 shore. In the
distance the ships were being-toSsed to and fro on the waxes._
and he heard them firing signalsof-distress. There vaas still a

little patch of blue in-the sky among the dark clouds, big
:wards the south. they Were red and head, as in a had storm.
In despair, he stood, and said
Tinunder flounder _in the
Pdtbee, Lk-firkin unto
Must have h

And sends me to beg a ho
-Now what does she wantrsal the flounder.
"Alas,- said the man ``she art is to he Poper"Go back. Pope she is said the-flourider::,',
So back he went, and he found a great church surrounded
with palaces. He pressed through-the crowd, and inside he

found thousands and thousands of lights,,And his wife, entirely

lad in goldo was sitting ,on a still higher.throne witlirthree
Idol crowns upon her head,- and she was surrounded with
priestly state.
On each. side .of
of hoer were two, rows f candles from the
b' es as thick as a tower. down to thetiniestiittle taper. Kings
and emperors were on their knees before her, kissing her !ihoe,
said the man, looking at her are you now Pope?"

said she 'Now I am Pope '
like looking at a
So there he stood gazing at her; and;'
shining sun,
wife," he said, are you better o for being
apoStWitliout stirringen
he said;
,-ThPope?'.'
Ar first she sat
-Now, wife -be content with being Pope. Higher you cannot

"I will think about that," said the woman, and with that they
both went to bed. Still she was not content and could not sleep
for her inordinate desires. The man slept well and soundly for
he had walked about a great deaf in the day. But bigWife could -think of nothing but what further grandeur she could demand.
When the dawn reddened the sky she raised herself up in bed
and looked out the window, and when she saw the sun rise she
said
=

Ha!- Can I not cause the sun and the moon to rise?

Husband!" she cried, digging her elbow into his side, wake up
and go -to the flounder. I will be Lord, of the Universe."

Her husband; who wasstill more titan half asleep, was so
shocked that he fell out of bed. He thought he must haw heard
wrong, He rubbeithis eyeS and said "Alas, wife, what aid yoti.
say?"

"Husband," she, said, if I cannot be Lord of the Universe/ and

cause the sign and moon to set and rise, I shall not be able to
bear it I shall never have another happy moment"
She looked at him so wildly that it caused -.a shudder o run
through him.
as, wife," he said falling on his knees before her The
flounder can't db that. Emperor and Pope he can make, but this
is indeed beyond, him. I pray you, control yourself and remain
Pope.Then she flew into a terrible rage, Her hat stood on end. She

s kicked him an
go!"

Then he

lied on his
hisf,trc userti and tore- away like a..n
was raging that he Could, hardly keep his
feet. Houses' rid trees quivered and s nc& and mountains
trentibled, an tht rocks rolled into The sea. The
t
man. Such :k S 0_

black.

thundered and lightened, and the sea ran in black wlives
mountain -high, crested with whitr-friam. He shrieked out, but
f
could-hardly make himself heard:---Flounder, -.flounder in the sea,

Prithee,hearken unto me.
W fe ``Ilsef ll, Must have her own will

And sends me to beg a bOon-of
"NoNy what does she i.-rant?" asked the flounden_
"Alas," he said "She wants to be Lord of the Universe.
"Nov she must go back to her old hover said the tlbund

and there she is!" Sp there they are to this very day.

ar out at sea, the water is as blue as the bluest
cortfflower and as clear as, the clearest crystal, but it
is very deep-deeper, than any aufhor cable can_
fathom. Many church steeples' would have to be piled one on
top of dig- other to teach from theyery bottom to-the surface of
the Water; And down in the depths live the spa folk.
Now don't imagine for a 'moment that there is nothing but
hare white sand on the bed of the Tlocean-no, the most fantastic
es and flowers, grow there, and 'all kifids of fishes, big and
mall, flit in and but among the branches, just as birds do in the
air up here, At the very lowest depth stands the palace of the
Sea iCirig; the walls are ;Made of Coral and. the-high, pointed
windows of the-Clearest amber, but the rodf is made of miissel
shells which open and Close with the -gentle Motion of -the
water It is a wonderful sight, for every mussel shell-contains
earning pearls-any Single one of which would be a perfect
nament for:a queen*s crown.
.

The Sea King had been a widower for riians years, but his old
mother kept house for him: She was very intelligent, although
proud of her noble birth, andthat is why she went about with

twelve citers on Tier tail, while The other highborn ladies
were allowed just six.iiipart from this she deserved a great deal

of praise because she was so fond of her grandchildreni the
Princesses. They wye six beautiful little girls but the youngest
was the prettiest of them all her skin was as clear and delicate
as a rose petat.her eyes were as blue as the deepest sea, but,
like the other mermaids, she had no feet, only fish's tail.
All day long they used to play down in the palace, in the great
galleries where living flowers grew out of the walls. When the

tall amber Windows were opened, fishes swam in just XS
swallows fly into our rooms when wempen the-Windows, hut

104

.

sties swain right=up to h e little PrinceSses, tit_ e

s and allowed titlemselves to lie patted._
Outside the palace tHere was .a; large garden with ti c
r red and deep-blue the1 fruits glimmeOnglike gold, and
veers like a blazing fire, c syliessly moviiiiritibir stems and
ayes. The ground itself was `o the finest sand; but blue as a

bilk' mist enveloped
_
Mir flame. Down there a:strange
.

erything; you-would haVe thought you were standing high in
air, with only the sky above and beneath yon, and not down
'n the depths of the ocean. When the surface w. as dead calms

of could just faintly perceive the surk looking likea crimson
mower front which streamed a. hood of light.

,,

rUa h of (he small Princesses- had het own. ifttle _plot in
garden where she c(3ulddig and plant as she liked. One of them

gave her floWerbed;the shaPe.of a Whale, another thoUght it
nicer' to have he'rs f(j.rmfed like a mermaid, but the youngek
Made- hers as round aS:theiji and' used only flowers asred as
the:Aunlfself,She was-A-strange child, quiet and pensiye,-and ..
while:the otherlsisters'decorate their gardens with all kind:
of extraordinary. thiligs_.: di= they` had taken from_ sunken ships
Li a beautiful statue and he
she won d Katie nothing i
red flowery It was the statue .of handsome boy, in the pure.
had 5ui tc the b(Itoni Of ,the sea after
white marl):
to
shipwreck Net the statue she planted a rose-red weepinig
didly and shaded the statue with i
willow which grew
delicate branches.
Nothing gave the youngest Princess greater pleasure than
hear about the world of human beings up above. She madeh
grandmother tell all she knew about ships and towns, pec)
and animals; but. what fascinated her beyond words was t
the flowers on earth were scented, while thOse at the bon
of the sea were mit, that the wocxIS were green and that he
fishes one saw among- the branches could sing so loudly and
sweetly that it was a delight Cu hear them. Grandmother called
,

.

J

the little birds of the air fishes, because otherwise the
mermaids would not have understood her, fonthey had never
seen a bird.
As soon as you are fifteen said their grandmother, i yoti
will all he allowed to rise up above the water and sit on the
rocks in the Moonlight to,watch.the big ships sail by
108

Thef011oWing year tlae.ldest sister was to have her fifteenth ,
birthday, but as there was one year between each of them, the
Youngest still had five whole years to wait before her turn came
to see what thingk are likeOn the earth. And the very one Who
had thelongestrime td.wait was the most curious of then; all.
any a night she stood by the Open window and looked.tip
throukh the dark filue sea where the fishes were lashing the
ter with fins and tails. She Could just perceive the moon and
.the stars, though their light was very. faint, -bucithrbiigh the
water they looked -much bigger- than they do -tcpt.is;' and if
something like a black cloud passed under that, she knew that
it was-either h-Whale-whale
het 9ra-ship-kith Many
people n board. They probably neyer,dreamed that a lovely
little
rmaid was standing _below, raising her white hands
toward t the keel 'of their ship.
The eldest Princess had now-reached
her fifteenth birthday,
,_
,
and was allowed to .rise above the Surface.
'
eh, she came back, he hadhundreds of things to tell to
the others. But the most onderful of all, she said, was to lie in
the moonlight on a san
in the ealin -sea ,.-gazing at the
huge town close to the short, where the lightSprwirddedlike
hundreds of Stars; to listen to the muSic and the church bells,
.

.

.

and to the noise and stir of Carriages and -people, But jtiSt
because she could not get t em, that way. the very thing the
e rmaid-longed
mermaidlonged to do 0:cis of all.
Oh,- how eagerly the your' est sister listened; and whenever
after this she stood at the- aperi window in theeyeninglOoking
up through the deep blue sea, she thought of the great 'town
with it .noise and_ bustle, and seemed ro, hear the sound of
church,bells coming' right down' to her
The following year, the second sister was allowed to 'rise up
through the waves. She reached the surface just at sunset, and
that sight was the most magnificent she had ever seen, I he
heavens looked like liquid gold, she told them, and tie clouds,

well she never tired of describing their beautr all rosy-red
and violet as they sailed over her Faster than the clouds,, like a
long white veil filing out toward ths,skTi. a floccifrail
flock
an
flew`away over the water beyond whielf,the sun was setting.
She swami toward the start,- but it sank, and the rosy tint faded
away from sea.
ea and cloud.
...

--

.

The year ; er thlt, the third sisterwent- up; she vas the rim

daring of therm so she swam up a oral river which flowed
into -the _ocean. She saw beautiful green hills and vineYardS;
palaces and firms were faintly visible among splendid fore4s:
In a tidy coe she found a crowd of link human children,
splashing about quite naked; she Wanted to go play with them;

:but;she gave them -a fright, and tlfeyfan away:Then came a
ittle black animal-4t was a dog, -but-she had neVer seen one
kite, It barked at her so- furiously that she was frightened

=took rufige. in the open sea, but she could never forget the
'beautiful woods, the green,hillS and the lovely children. who,

-could' SWin-l'in- the:water -although-ther had no h hi tail.
The fourth sister8vas not so.daring: she remained far out iv-the stormy ocean and old-her-Sisters- that staying there 88us-the
'best pail of her klyentures.-You could see for Miles and miles
sky above was like a gretat glass dome .She had
around, and
seenships.,but only far far away;-they looked like sea gulls. The

amusing _dolphinS had turned somersaults, and the.gigantic
Whales had spouted water through tpeir- nostrils,- giving theeffect of-hundreds .6f -fountains playing,
the turn of the fifth sister..Her birfhdaY happened
Now it
to be in the wirfter so she saw things which -none of-the others,had seen when they first went up to the surface. The ,4ea was
(lithe green,- and large icebergs -were floating about; ;they

loOked like pearls, she said They appeared in the most
wonderful shapes and sparkled like diamonds. She sat down on
one of the largest, and every ship gaVe it a wide berth when the
sailors saw her sitting there With her long hair floating in the
wind`. Tate in the evening, the sky berame,,oVercast, thud e
cvasfied and, lightning stabbed the sky, While the black-waves
A

lifted the huge icebergs:high up on. their crests. Sails wee
furled op all the ships, the Sailors stood in fear and trembl
but she sattquietly on her floating iceberg, warchingthe6
lightning flash in zigzags doWn into the shining sea:
The first time thesisterS'roseabo8re the water,-they were
;delighted with the new and beautiful things-the had seen, bi
s they were now grown up and Were allowed to go up to

Stirface whenever they liked, they lost' interest in it Tlf
longed for their home, and after a month hid gone by e;
said that ho place ,was more delightful' than the bottom of t

sea-besides, on,e~It see contortably at hothe- there
an an evening the rive sisters would .appear on the sti face
m in arm ._They had .l
Voices, more bearitiful than
:those of any human beings, arid" When storms-threatened-to
wreck tb-e ships the mermaids Would swinlin front rifitienV
The sling their most seductive 'songs of.the wonders in the
depthg of thesea and tried U) persuatlethe people not to he'
aft'aid of coming down to them-. But the Seafarers could. not
tinderst ind thrrit- they thought it w the storm they heard..
Nor did they e'er see the premised splendors, for when the
ships sank, thug drowned, and never reacheOthe palacerif the
Ser=14;ing,aliw.

_

...;

At night, iv hers the sistersfrosedp-ihritu h the wat et, the
Irungest remained behind_ grate tlon azin jtftec theM. She

atilt have wept, but a mermaid has

tears, and NO she'

lifers
thesnore.
"Qh. it I were only fi

Jpper
At last she, too
died the age-of fifteen:
nog
getting you off our hatids,' .said- her
grandrhother, the old Dowager. Queen, -Come Mere,
dress-you up like your sisters!- And she Put a wreath of White
a-pearl
then the old Queen made eight large oystersfa_steh themselves

lilies on he head, hut. each petal was formed of
to the Princess' tail to show her high rank,
"Oh, how it hurts said the little mermaid.

`Well. one Must sutler- to be beautiful 'declared her
grandmothe-r.,
The youngest mermaid, would gladly have shakeri ioff. all this

finery and laid aside the heavy wreath. The red flowers'in her
gardeh suited hermnch better, but he did not dare to change. 3.
"Good bye, good-h} - she saki and she rose :tip through the
waters.

'-. The sun 6ad just set when her head appeared above the
surface hut. the dowds wcre still-tinted with rose and gold, and,

in:the pink-flushed sky the evening star twinkled bright and
clear: The air was mild i nd fresh and the sea dead calm. She
saw
y. a big three-masted sh -with only a single sail set, for not a
breath of wind stirred,and sailors were sitting on the rigging.
She heard music and singing othboardihe S'tii ,.'ancl,as-the

.

t,

6

dariness was gathering, -hundreds caf colored lantern_
ligllited: they looked- like the flags of eVerT nation W'aving in the

4:he little mermaid swam right up to the porthold of the
cabin. iincl every time the swell lifted her, she could sec crowds
of people in- evening dress hut the handsomest of them all Was

could hardly
have h -en more than sixteen vor.s old it w:is his birthday, and
that w the reason for the party. The .sailors danced on- deck,

'a voting Prince with great (ral-black ties.

w -n the Prince appeared among them, hundreds i
rocket. shot tip Into the air, tar-nit-1g night to day and

frightci ing the little mermaid so .much that she had to tine
under the Watur; but she soon ventured to Tim her head up
again.. t tilt looked as if all the stars were failing down to her
from th i sky. Never had she seen such a
Was so light
ship that One could see every rope, to say nothing of
iv on hi
the peo le. Oh, how handsome the young Prince was, laughing
and smi ing while the music rang out in the beauty of the night.
It go :quite late, but the little mermaid could not turn her
m the ship and the beautiful Prince:The colored
cycs aw

lantern. «ere put out no more rockets shot up through the
air, no lore guns were fired, but deep clown in the sea there
vt..a..s a di. 11 humming and rumbling. The water was lifting her up

n so that she could look into the cabin, but the ship
started to move, sail after sail opened to the wind, die waves
grew ightier, great clouds puttered, and lightning flashed
and

along
sailors

horizon. Oh, there Was terrible weather ahead. so the
Heil the sails. The great-ship plow...ed on pitching and

tc ssing

in the angry sea; waves, like enormous black
.

mountains; Were threatening to crash down upon the mast,
but the ship disappeared like a swan inthe trough of the aVCS

and Was lifted again the next moment to the top of their
towering crests. The ship creaked and groaned, the planks
cracked under the blows of the WaVeti, the mast broke in two
like a reed. and the ship rolled over so far that Water rushed
into the hold.
Then the little mermaid saw that the people were in peril.
had to beware of the beams and pieces of
while she.

wreckage which were floating about in the sea. At one
.moment it wits pitch-dark and she could sec nothing at all; then

there came a flash of lightning which lit up everything on
13

board. She looked particularly fOr the young 3rince; iitid when
into the sea. Her first
the ship split- ipart, she sww him
impulse. NN11-ti One of joy because hewaseorning down to her,

l'

but then, she rernernbered'th-At hunum-beings.could not Inc
under. the waiter and that he could not t:owe alive-down to her
father s palaee, No die he must not! So she swam in among the
drifting beams and plan ks, quite, tbrgetting that -thc,:y might
. .

f

.

crush her. She dived deep into the sea, rose high up.
among the:waves and at laSt readied the young P.rince, who
could hardly keep on swimming' in the stomn. ocean. His arms
.

and legs wPre beginning to tail him, his beautifial Otti Were
closing, he would have died had not the mermaidbeeii there.
ad abovethe v iter and let the WaVeS carry her
with him WhereVer they.ple:ised.
At claw the storm was over not a trace of the ship was to be
seen.. Th sun rose red and shining out of the 'water and
She held

seemed o bring life and color lxickinto'the Prince's cheeks,
remained closed The mermaid' kissed his high,
but Iii,
noble brow' and stroked. back his wet hair She thought he
looked like the marble statue down in her little garden; she
kissed him again and wished from the bottom of her heart that
he might live.
In front of her shesaw land, with snow-capped mountains in
the distance. Near the shoreline were glorioui; green forests,
and dose- by as a church or i converit-she could not, be ,
certain just what it was. Vernon and orange trees grew in the
garden', and outside the gate were tall palm trees There the sea
had formed a cove where the fine white sand had been washed
m Prince,- and laid
up. She Swam toward it with t 1 -. handSoe
him on the sand with hfs head t i rned to the warm rays of the
sun:

Then the hells rang out from the white building, and a group

of young girls came through the garden. The little. mermaid
m farther out and hid behind some large rocks, covering
her -hair and breast with sea foam so that no one could catch
sight of her face, and then kept watch to see who would conic
to the rescue of the poor shipwrecked Prince.
was not long before one of the young :girls arrived. For a
moment, she seemed quite frightened, but she ran for help.,
and the mermaid saW. the Prince come to and smile at those
114

who stc cheI :trc)und him. But he did

the sea for he did not know that

tint

smile at her far out it

she, had

saved him, Shf.., telt

very sad,1...ind when he was carried into the grelit huuding:she

dived sorrowfully -down into the depths of the water- and
returned to her father's palace. There hjr sisters asked:What
she had seen on her first isit to the surfaCe, but she would. tell
them nothing.
Many to eveninli, and many a morning she rose ,up tt the
place where she had left the_ Prince. She saw lisle' the unit in
theg:irden ripened and was ga thered, how the snow mehrd on

the distant mountains. but she never saw the Prince so she
)uld return home sadder than before,,Eler onl consolAtion
o sit in her little garden and throw her arms around
,-- the
autiful Marble statue which was so like him, She neglected
her flowers, and they grew into a wilderness over th4-iths
the
and wm e their long stems and leave:in and our
branches of the trees until the whole place w;.is shrond I in
darkneSs.

When she could endure it no longer, she confided iffOne
her Sisters, At once the others knew about it but nobvithi else
except for .11 teW more mermaids who told just then* most
intiltiate friends. One Of them knew who the Prince was; she
=

toy hadseen the party held in hishiinor arid heard vhere his
kingdom lay,

..s.and with
me, little sister said the other Pr n
their arms about eaeh other's Shoulders, they rose in a long line
tip through the water pppoSitv the pkice w h e they knew the
Prince's palace stood.
It was built of a kind of pale yellow stone, with ',. re it flight

of marble steps leading 'down to the sea. Splendid
cupola's were seen above the roof, and in between .the pillars
surrounding the whole building stood marble statues whichlooked as if they wCre alive. ThrOtigh the clear glass window
one looked into magnificent halls where costly silk curtains
and tapestries were bung and \\here all the walls Were covered
with large paintings. In the middle of the biggest hall_ a great
fountain was playing, its lets soaring high up-toward the glass
dome through which the sun shone down upon the water and
upon the beautiful plants growing in the great basin.
Now she knew pwherc he lived, and many an evening and
II 5

;

many a night she haunted the pal ice. She swam much c°lo cr ti
lond tkm any of her sisters h rci el± redlo dc) , Ind she even went

up the narrow` creek running- I. rider the splendid Nirconv
which east its long sh tdow upon t the %vat .r :Pere she would sit

and g;ize at the voung Prince, who tIought he `vas quite alone

ih the bright moonlight?
ften in the evening she saw him sailing to the sound of
Music in a splendid new ship withwaving fiags. She peeped
through the reeds, and it the wind caught her long silver-white
a.s a swan spreading its
wings.
Nla7 nv a ri ht she heard the fishermen praising the young
Prince and
°iced that she had tiliti:vd his life. She thought.

veil, those \w ho a r it thought it

how closely his head had rested on her boSom and how
lovin4ly she had kissed him though he [mew nothing aboutit
and could not even dream of her
She became more and more fond of human beings, :md more
avid more did she long to he among them. Their world seemed
much larger than her ciwn: they Were able to fly over the sea in

ships tnd climb the kilts mountains; the lands the.*possessed
eel fluific-r- than her eyes could -reach. There waS si)
scree
muel
wimted_to krfow, but her sisters could not answer all
he

luestions, so she asked her old 1:1-e:IrldirlOther-with knew sb

u ell that -Upper Wink], as she rightly called the Countries
we the sea.
'Jf human beings en
owned;'- asked the little mermaid,
Don't they die as we do down here in
to they live foreV
the .depths of the sea
"Yes," ansWered the old lady,
die too; and their

lifctiMe is even. shorter than ours. We can live to he three
hundred years old, but when we .cease to exist;' we turn into
foam on the water and so we don't even have a grave -down
here among our dear ones. We have no immortal soul, we
never have another life; we are like the green reetil-once it is
cut, it never grows again. Human beings,. on the contrary, have
a soul which lives forever, which lies after the hodv has turned

to dust. it rises-up through the limpid air, Op to the shining.
stars! Just as`wc rise out of the water and see\th_ecountries of
the earth. so do they -rise .up to unknown- beautiful regions
which we shall never be able to see."

"Why Were we not granted an immortal soul?" asked the
little Mermaid in a melancholy voice. "I know that I would
gladly give the three hundred years I have to live if I could be a
human being for only one single day, and then have some parrin that heavenly world!"

'You must not brood over that, said her grandmother. We
have a much happier life than the people tip there."So I am fated to die and float like foam upon the sea? Can I

do nothing to win an immortal soul?"
"No," answered the old lady, that could only happen if a
human-being held you so dear that you were more to him than
father and mother. If he loved you with all his heart and soul
and if his right hand were joined to yours by a-monk, with the4,
promise to be faithful to you- here and in all eternity, then his
soul would pass into your body and you would hive a share in
the happiness of mankind. He would give you a soul and yet
retain his own. But that can never happen. The very thing that
is considered beautiful here in the sea--your fish's tail--iS
considered ugly on the earth. People have verypoor judgment
indeed; they'have two clumsy supports Which-they call 'legs,'
and think them beautiful.Then the little nfermaid sighed, and looked sadly at her fish's
tail.

"Come, let us be happy!" saidper grandmother. "Let us leap
and jump abatit dileing the thfee huntlred years we have to Inc ;
that seems a fair enouglramount of time,,Aftcr that we can rest

the more merrily. Tonight we are giving a court ball."
Truly it was a magnificent affair suck as, one never sees on
earth. ThewallSand ceiling of the great ballroom were made of
thick, transparevnt glass. In rows orf each side stood Several
huhdred gigantie shells, rose red and grass-green; a blue fire
was burning in each--they lit up the entire room and, shining
through the walls, lit up the sea as well Innumerable fishes,
great and small, could be seen swimming near the glass walls;
some had scales gleaming scarlet while others shone just like
Silver and gold. Dowd through the middle of the hall there
flowed a broad stream on which the mermen and mermaids
danced to their own-beautiful singing. No voices such as theirs
are ever heard among people of the earth. The little mermaid
sang more beautifully than anyone else. Everyone applauded
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her, a

a ntt nment her heart was tilled with ly ov, for

-knew she had the loVelletiC VOlCe cif all, Oil ti1 .,i2arth.or in the

sea! But she coult1 not tbrget the handsome Prince nor her
stirrii\S` at -n()t having an immortal soul. So-she stole out, oilier
fitther'S4,palace and, while everything within was Ices and play,

sat sadly outside in her little pirden_
Suddenly she heard bugles sounding down tl rough th

water ind-she thought: fle is sailitir there. he

m I love
more than my fitt her or grand.mocthe , he to whom my thoughts
are clinging' and in whose It:Inds I would gladly, place the -happinesS of my lite..l will risk everything in my world to win
hirti and an immortal sour While my sisters arc dancing in my

father's palace, I shall go to see the old Sea- *Itch. She has
always terrified me, but perhaps how she can advise and help

.

MC.

So she left -her garden and s

ward the roaring

whirlpools, Moor beyond them -lived the witclh = The little
merMaid hall never been that w-ay-be )ere: Noflowers:gre
there. only the bare, gray s:Ind bottom stretched as far as the
whirlpools which swirled. around like, roaring mill whee.
sweeping everlthing Within reach down into the fitthomless
sea. ',he f id to pass .right through those crushing, whirling
waters to enter the territory_of theSea Witch: then tor-.l long
way the only road wept 01.-er a hOL`,btibbling morass;-,her peat
-bog, is the witch called it.
her house, in` the midst
trees and ,bushes were
of ,1 strimge-looking forest. All
pobps--half animal and half plant..TheY looked like hundredheaded snakes grossing Out of the ground.:Tbe branches Wen;
.

long slimy arms with slithery wormlike fingers, moving joint 1-r,

joint from the root up.- to the very tip.- They twined around
anything tkiey could reach, never locasening their grip. Terror
icken, the hull: mermaid stopped on the edge of this direst.
tier heart bea_c taster with fear and she ahnost.turned Nick, but
then she thought of the Prince and of the human soul. and her
courage. returtaed. She: hound her long flowing hair tightly
around her head-so that the polms might not seize her hs it
she folded her arms closely across her breast and darted Off as a
fish darts through the water, in an-iiing the hideous polyps
which stretched out their supple arms and fingers to catch her
She Saw how each of them clung tightly to something it had
0 Hs
.

.

cati

People who had perished

.i

and

sunk deep Gloss i

but com Were visible a:, white hlatiran hones among the an-n

the polps. The poftps also clutched ships.' rudders sea chests.
and -skeletons of land animals, .and, most horribre of all, she.

even saw a little mermaid whom thov had caught and
strangled.
She -came next_r, to a great slimy clearing in
iii the forest,where
ig fat Water- SItIkt'S, IATithed Aid rolled, shoWing their ii
.

iSh -Whitt: hi
fil die center of the clearihg wa
hOuse:huilt olthe.pones of ship Wrecked men; there Sat the Se..

Pcelk

What; letting a to d feed out of her mouth es` iCtiv as we let a
canan. c.itlitig tr She called the hideous, fat seater snakes her
little chickens nd let' them creep and
anicrass oVer her great
spitigy.bosOM.,
"I knOw vhat )oti want, said' the ,?ea Witch, "It is` -ecru'
tt OliSh ofilyou for itWill bring trouble ppon you, my pretty one
'but all the same you shall have your way. You want to get rid of

.-. your fish's tail and to have two hits of stumps to silk with
instead, like the, people of the earth, so that the young-Prince
Will fall in love with sou. and Vol.' -will win both him and an
mmortal soul."
,

Here the witch le .t slut
out a laugh so loud ;.inti so ghastly drat the

toad and the snakes she .had heen
,fondling rumbled down to '
;._
the ground, wfiere they lay wallowing about.
-You have just come in One.- ~aid the witch. `'Hacl VOU
waited` until sunrise tornOrroW. I could riot have helped eau-for.
a whole
year. I am going, to 'brew, :t potion for you, Before the
.
slum rises, sou -must :swim to land with it, sit (Iowa on the shore and drink it Then sour ail will part in=two.and shrink to what
the people of earth el\ I retry legs but it will hurt as if a sh irp
sword were cutting diro igh you, Fs eeyhody who sees yOU Will
, say that sou are the prettiest human being they have ever seen.
You are-to keep your gliding motion, no dancer will be able to
move as graceluily-as you, but at evei step it will feel as if vOu

were treading.on-a- sharp-edged knife, so sharp that your feet

' will seem to be bleeding.

She paused for a moment, then went on, -If ' ma e=an bear all
this I snail he able to help you."I can said the little mermaid in a quitering voiCe, and she
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thought of the Prince and of winning an immortal soul.
But rernember,", said the witch, "once you have taken
human shape, you can never become a mermaid again. You can
never realm to your father's palace`, and if you do not win the
love of the Prince, so that for your sake he forgets father and
mother and clings to you with Van and soul and lets the monk
join your hands, making you man and wife, then you will not
--Win an immortal soul.--0t-i= he-- very y-mornink-after

married someone else, ypur, cart will break and you will
become four( on the sea."I am willing," said the lit 1
ermaid who was as pale as
death.
But you will also have to pay me, said the witch, "and it is
not a trifle that I require. You have the most beautiful voice of
anyone down here in the depths of the sea:You think that you
will be able to charni the Prince with it, but you must give that
voice to me. I Want the best thing you possess.in exchange for
my precions potion. I must drop some of my own blood into it

so that the draught may be as sharp as a two -edged word."
But if you take my voice," said the mermaid, "what shall I
have left?'
"your beautiful firm," said the witch, "gliding motion and
your locigenteyes--they will be enough for you to beguile any
humid heart.
"Well," she went, an: after a momerit,."have you lost your
courage ,Put out your little tongue, and t will cut it out and
-

take it a my payment, and you shall have the potent draught in
retuin."

"So be it;" said the little mermaid, and the witch put her
caldron oh the fire to brew the magic draught. "Cleanliness is a
good thing," she said and she scoured out the caldron with the
Snakes that she had tied pup intualLnot. Then she made a cut in
her _finger and let her .black bloOdslrip into the caldron. The
witch kept on throwing in different ingredients, and when the
mixture' finally started to bubble, it, sounded like a crocodile
sobbing, The steam coming from the caldron shaped itself into
the most terrifying and ticirrible forms. When at last the potiOn
was ready,, it looked as clear as the clearest water.
"There yOu are," said thewitch, and she cut out the tongue

of tie little mermaid, Moshe had become mute and co Id
420

neither sing .nor speak.
If the polyps should dutch vote when you are
hack through my f
':+ aid the witch, -just throw one sirs le.
.

p Of this it tight upon each ot.them and their arms ancl
ny,erswil
er into a thousand pieces.
But triere is no need for the little merrnaid to do that-polyps-shrank ha .kin terrorwhen.theysaW the shinin
gleaming in her hand like a twinkling star,. thus she :tss
quickly through the forest, the bog and the roaring whirlpools.
She .cOuld see her father's ploace. The .torches had been
extinguished in the great Killroo;
rn her timily were
W
probably
circ

all asleep: but she-had not the courage to approach themnovithat she Was mute and was leaving them forever.
It secnicd as if-her heart was going to break with sorrow. She

sole into the garden, picked one flower from each of her
sisters' flower: beds; blew a thousand kisses toward her home
and rose up through the deep blue sea,
not it sunrise N%-hen she saw the Princes palace -end
-nt up the stately marble steps. The moon was still shining
clear. The list e
maid drank the sharp, burning
draught giVen her by the"WitC , and she felt as if a two -edged
ird had cut through-her afelicitte body; she swooned with
agony and lay as if she were dead..
When thesun spread its rays overshe sea She aWbkeand-felt

inging pain, but before-her Stood the handsome young
Prince, He fixed his coal--blaek eyes upOry,h&, and wider his
gaze She lowcre0-her e).Fes and saw that her fish's', tail had gone

and that she hail the prettiest pair of white legs anyvoung girl
could desire; but her hod% WaS naked, so she Veiled herself
with her long, thick hair.
The Prince asked who she was and boil/ she had c.:omethere,

and she looked up at him with her dafk blueeyes, so mild and
yet so fill of sadness, for she could not speak. Then he took her..
by the hand and let her into.the palace.
As the NNitch, had foretold, she seemed at each step to be,
treading on sharp knives and
daggers, but she borethe
pain gladly. Led by the Prince, she moved lightly as a bubble,
and he and everyone else marveled at her graceful,gliding
motion.
They clad her in costly robes of
dmuslin. She W
_

fairtst of all in the palace; hi
ts {Mite and could he tI er ..
spelik nor'sing. -leautiful -slave girls dressed in silk- al cl gold,

came before them and sang for the PrinLe and Ii s royal
parents. One of them s: t g more delighthilly than an of the
(thus, and the Prince e< ipped his hands and " lic: I 'at her
which saddened the little mermaid, for she knew hat. she.

I,

herself used to sing far more beaiitifilly; and she thought, Oh, if
-4
,
Only knew that I give away My voice%fineyer in or ler to he
with him!
I

_The sliive, girls, nov I ineed gracefully to the
accompaniment of the loveliest music imaginable, and then
the little mermaid lifted her pretty white arms and, rising on.
the tips of her toes, flitted aeros the floor, dancing s no one

had ever danced before. With vch of her move ents her
helot- became more and more evident, and her e es spoke
more deeply to the heart than the song of the slay girls.
ryone was enchanted, espe Bally the Prince, v ho called
her his own little foundling_ And shodanced again. nd again,
though every time her foot touched the grolind it seemed to
her-as if she were treading on sharp knives.'
The Prince said that she'musr always remain with him, and
she was allowed to sleep Oh-a velvet cushion outs-i his door.
r -He had a page's dress 'made" for her
that she, might:
cilornpany him_on horseback:They rode thrbugh t efr,:igt.a.0
,-

Where the green boughs brushed her shouklers-and

thel

-' hirds sang hidden among thee leaves..
She:Climbed the highest mountains in the kinFdom with

Prinee, and though her delicate feet bled so that even the
others in the group noticed it she only laughed;and followed
him until they could see the clouds moving far heldi them like
flocks of birds. on their way to distant lands;-_-''- -1
At night, when the others were asleep in the'Prifice's palace,
she. would go out onto the broad marble steps and cool her
burning feet in the cold seawater, and theitshew
thin'
h0- dear-zones-1h the depths of the sea ,,. ..
,

PI

1

(The night her-sistefs: appeared Orin in arm, s ngihg mournful z

songs aS' they swarm. along. She beckoned to thm and they.
recognized her and told her how much she had rieved them 1
all They visited the little mermaid every night er that and ''i
once; in the -far, far distance, she sasss her old randrnother,' '.
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,

who had not been above the

tercir m tny° years, and
the Sea
I

retched out eir
hands toward her but did not venture so 'near the land h
King with hil-1 crown Upon his

_
by day she grew dearer
he Prince. He luVcd he
one loves a good child, but had no thought of Making' her his
Queen, Yet his wife she must he or she could never win animmortal soul, but wodld become merelY a cloud of foam Qn
the sea the-morning after he wed another,
"Am I not dearer to you than, anyone'else.
ed
ask, when he took her in his arms and kissed her fair briiw.
"Yes, vou are the dearest of all to me," said the Prince; "for
you have the kindest heart of all. You are more devoted to me
than anyone else, and you look like a young girl whom I once,
saw, but whom I shall probably never see again. I was on hoard
a ship which was wrecked; the waves carried me ashore near a
'holy temple. .where_ a group of young maidens were serving.

The youngest of them found me and saved my life. I saw her-bt.it

twice.. .She is the only one in the world could ever love",-'but
,you look so much like her that you almost take the place of her

image in my heart. She -belongs..to that holy temple, and
therefore destiny sent you to me. We will never part."
Alas: he does not know that I saved his life, thought the little
ertnaid. Ito,itiati I who carried him over the water to the forest--

where the temple stands. I stayed hidden in the foam to see if
anyone would come. I saw the pretty maiden whom he love;
better than mt. And she gave a deep sigh-for as a mermaid she
had no tears. The widen belongs to the-holy temple hetells
me, she will never come out into the.,vorld, so they will never
meet again. I am with him, I see him e:,
-'
hrti love 'him and give up my life to him.
But scion tt WaS iuMoreifthitt the Prince was going to marry
the beautifulk.laught er`of a neighboring King, and that was. why

he was fitting out such a ,splendid.-ship.-:They said .that the
Prince waS-Oaying a state visit to the4:Ountry of that King, 6it
the real reason
to see the King's daughter. He was tohaVe
great entburage with him.

The little mermaid shook herhead and laughed; for she
knew the Prince's thoughts far better than anyone else.
ust go awry ``"tie had said to her "I must go,and see the
I2
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beattiful Princes my parents insist hpon it; big they will
compel me to bring 146.r home as my bride. I cannot love her!
She is net like the beautiful maiden in the tem.* or as too are,_
It I ever had to choose a bride, I would sooner chboseyou, my
dear mute foundling with the 'speaking eves." And he kissed
her i-edlips, played with her long hair and laid hisahead on her

heart, so that she dreamed of human happiness and an
ortal soul.
hope yoU are not afraid of the sea, my poormilte child," he
said, when they stood on the splendid ship-whichwas to can
him to the country of the neighboring King: Then he told her
of storm and calm at sea, of strange fishes in the deptiis of the
'ocean and what divers had seen down there, and she smiled.at 'a
his description, for she knew more than anyone else about the "0"
bottom of the sea.

In the moonlit night, when all were asleep except the
helmsmankt the wheel, she sat by the rail and gazing down.
through the miner, she 'fancied she could see her father's
palace, On -thetbp stood her old grandmoiherwith a silver-,
crown on her head, gazing at the keel orthe ship thrbugh the
fast-floWing current. Then her sisters carne up above the water

and lboked at her with deep sorrow in their eyes and wrung
their white hands. She beckoned to thetu, smiling,-and tried to
make them understand that she was well and happy,but when
the cabin boy came toward her her sisters dived doWri,pgain,
so he felt quite certain `that the gleam of white ne had seen was
nothing, but foam.

Next morning the ship sailed into the harbor ' of the
neighboring-} ..ig's magnificent city. All the church bells rang,
and -from th&-tall towers trumpets were blown, while the
.

soldiers stood at attention with flying colors and glittering'
bayonets. Edch day brought new festivity balls and parties
were given all"the time, but the Princess had not yet arrived.
People said she was being brought up in a holy temple, where

she was l9rning every royal" accomplishment At last she
appeared on the scene.
to see her beauty, and
The little mermaid waited an
.

she had to adrnit that she had never seen a more graceftil form.
The Princess skin was fine and delicate, 4nd behind the long
dark eyelashes smiled a pair of dark blue eyes, full of devotIon.
t 24

..;"It is. you! You whe saved Me when I lay like Corpse On the

Shore" saidthe Prince, and he clistled his blushing hride-td-he
in his arms! "Oh, I am more thin happyr: he said tai ,thel the ,
mermaid." My dearek.
the thing-J:bave never darvd to

hope for has been .granted me You sill rejoice in. my
happiness, fOryitii4 are more deVoted to me-than anyone else."
Then the little mermaid kissed his hand, and already her heart
seemed to.
morning after his wedding would
bring death-, to her and change =her to foam on the sea.
All the church bells rang out, heralds rede about-the-streets

and prOclaimed the betrothal On ever alter fragrant oil, was
burning.iff costly silver-lamps. The priests swung their censers,

and bride and bridegroom joined !'haticls Ad received
bishoP's blessing ifltelittle merrnaidrciad all'in Silkand'gbld,
was holding the bride's train but her ears heardnothing-of the
festive music: her eyes sawnothing of the holy ceremony, she
thought of the last night she hadtoliveand_of all she had lost in
this world
at very evening, bride and bridegidom went on board thee
ship anrnns were fired, banners fluttered in the wind, and. n
the middle, ofrhe:Ship a royal tent of gold and purple Was set 4,
up, furnished with great sumptuous cushions on which the
bridal coupl were to sleep in the calm, cool night..
e sails swelled Out in thee breeze, and the ship- glided
smoothly and without any perceritibleln6tiOn over the-limpid
sea.

When it gyew dark, colored lanterns were 'Ii kited, and the
sailors danced 'merry dances on the deck. The little Mermaid
could not help, thinking of the first timeshe rose to the surfaCe!!
-

of the sea and saw a similar sight.of splendor and joy. Light as a

low in ftiltnioi she joined in he &nee, and to the sound
of cheers and shduting danCed as she had never danced before.

er delicatefeet Seemed 'to:lie-cut by sharp knives, but the
guish of her heart was so great that she did not ,eel the pain.
She knew only fitt this was the last eveningshe was ever to see

the Prince,. for whom she had forsaken her people and her
`home; had given up her-beautiful voice to the Sea Witch and
had daily suffered untold
whilehe remained unaware of

all
The gaiery and merriment lasted until long.past mi
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and The litt t riermaid laughed and danced like the others, but

with the `thought of death in her heart, The, Prince kissed Ellis
beautiftl bride, and she played with his black hair, and arm in
arm theywent to rest in the splendid tent.
A hushed Silence- fell upon the shp;'-only the helmsman
stood at the wheel The little mermaid laid her white arms on
he rail and gazed toward the east -waiting to see the red tinge
Of the daw-the first rays of the sun, she knew; Would kill hen:

Then -She_saw!her siSters4riSing out: of the sea; they were pale
like herseff,their longi beautiful hair no lOnger fluttered in the

wind it had_ all been cut of
e have given it to the witch so that she may give you help
'save you from dYing before dawn. She has giveritts a knife,
look: here it is DO you seeits sharp edge? Before the sun rises
you inust.-plunge it into the Princes'heart, and when his warm
blood 'splashes Over your feet, they will grdw into a fish's tail,
and you will become a mermaid again; you will be able to come

downer, o us in the Water and live your three hundred Years
before-you turn into dead salt sea foam., Make haste! Either he
or you must die before the stin rises:. Our old grandmother has
been mourning till her white hair has fallen out 'as ours-fell

under the witch's scissors, Kill the Prince andfoine hack!
Make haste! Do you see that red streak in the sky? In a fetv
minutes the sun will rise and you must die!" Having said this
they uttered astrange deep Sigh and diSappeared in the waves,
TN little mermaid drew back the purple curtains of the tent
and saw the beautiful bride' sleeping with her head on the
rince's breast She bent down and kissed him on his fair brow,
then she looked up at the sky where the first faint flush of dawn

became brighter and brighter_..She looked at the sharp knife
and again fixed_ her eyes on the Prince, who in his sleep was
murmuring the name of his bride. She and only She was in his
thoughts. The knife quivered in the mermaid's hand, but then-she flung it far out into the waves! They gleamed red whereit
fell; it seemed as if drops of blood were bubbling up through
the water. Once more she looked with dimming eyes upon the
Prince. Then she threw herself from the ship into the water,
and felt her body dissolving into foam.
The sun rose out ofthe sea. Its. rays fell mild and warm upon
the death-cold sea foam, and the little mermaid felt not the

hand orDeath. She saw bright sun, and above her floated
hundreds of beautiful-ethereal beings, sb transparent that
through them she could see the white sails of the ship and the

rosy clouds of the sky; their voices were music, but so
unearthly that 110 human ear could grasp it, just'as no human
eye could see their forms, Without wings they floated by their
own lightness through the Air. The little mermaid saw that she
too had a body like theirs, and that it was gradually freeing itself
more and more from the foam.
asked,L and her_voice _

- sounded. like that of the other beings, so ethereal that no
earthly music; could possibly render it

To the daughters of the air," answered the others. The
mermaid has no immortal soul and can never gain one unless
she wins the lovee, of a human being Her eternal life depends
upon a power outside herself The daughters of the air ha.ve no

immortal souls either, but they can gain one by their good

deeds, We fly to the hot countries where torrid 'air: of
pestilence kills, men; we bring cool breezes to them, we spread

the fragrance of flowers through the air and send to them
solace and healing. When _we _have tried for three hundred
years- to do all, the good we can, we receive an immortal soul
and share in the everlasting happiness of mankind. You, poor
,:little mermaid, have tried with your whole heart to do fhe
same By your sufferings and by your courage in enduring
Them, you have raised yourself into the world of the spirits of
the air, and now you' an gain an immortal soul by good deeds
accomplished in the course of three hundred years.The 'little mermaid raised her translucent arms . toward
God's sun, and for the first time she felt tears in her eyes.
Noise and bustle had started-again on the ship. She saw the
Prince and his beautiful wife searehing for her; then they gazed

with sorrow in their hearts at the bubbling foam, as if th0
knew that she had thrown herself into the waves,
Invisible by now the little mermaid kissed the bride on her

forehead,. smiled at the Prince and soared with the otherchildren of the air toward the rose-colored cloud floating
through space.
In this way we shall float into the Heavenly Kingdom in
three hundred years."

may even reach it sooner, whispered one of them.
float. into the ,h6Uses of human beings where
nvisiblY
there are children, and for every dayon whith we find a good
child-Wto brings joy to his parents and deseryes theik- love, o
time of prObition is:sholtened by God. The child is.tinaware of

ti when we float through the room, and if we smile at hid' in
our joy, one year- is taken from the three hundred but if we see
a bad and naughty child,-then We must weep tears,of sorrow

Over :him, and every tear adds' one day to our time of

-neeupona-tim.

e4sias.. -a.young man-who-wen

out into the .world to seek, his fortune. But he hadn'
gone far when he met a rich and prosperous looking

ther away, young fellow?' asked the man: Are..you:
bound up or down or over or under?,,,
'm out to seek myfort-une wherever it takes me," re
e lad:
'Well, then said the man, "you can seek it with me, for I
;,need just such a fellow.as you And will pay you godd wages,

the
second, and thi-ee the third. But yommust promise to stay the
full three yearis; and you must do everything.I ask, no matter
how. unpleasant you _find it, for otherwise I will .have to
discharge you and you'll earn not a penny for all your pains."

too -one buShel of money the first year,- two.
.

not afraid. of hard work,.: and little elk would be
painful," said the lad, and so the bargain was agreed to and he
went home with the map, It was a strange place, not at all like
your house or mitie, set inside a hill in the middle,of a wild
forest, and the man was strange, too, for all he looked so rich
and prosperous. In fact, he was not a man at all but a great and
powerful troll, and he had dreadful power over both men and
animals,
It was now too late for the lad to worry about the company
he was in, however, and so he put it out of his mind,-and ate

well and Slept well, and then in the morning was ready for

work
"You must first feed all Illy animals," said the troll. "And
though there's a whole -forestall of them, and the barns are a
Mile long and a Mile underground, still you must fihish the task
in one day."

"I will do What I can,' paid the lad and heonce:
e =barn were filled to the brim with deer and bears and

Ives and hares, all enchanted by the troll, and hungry
o eat the lad. But he worked with might-and main, and
the task WaS all 'finished;
said the troll, "i. clon't see how you did it, but now
that it's done, .you deserve,.a goOd.suppee and a good p'
rest,- so .iake them and welcbme to them."
lad =ate well and-slept-well,--andin-themorning-the-troll,

said to him, 'The animals are not to be fed today, for you did

extra well by them yesterday, and there's no need to spoil
them Now you may play and do ag you louse till it's time to
feed them again."
'Thank you said the lad. That will be fine, indeed.'
But as he turned to leave, the troll caught-him by the co
and cried,
'Mumble, jumble, turn and tumble
BeFa bare and do not. fumble,-

and there and then the boy was changed into a hare, and
jumping away from the troll, he went leaping into the forest.But he had little fun in the forest for he was the first and only

animal seen there in a long, long time and as soon as the
hunters heard of him, they ;tried catch hifrii They had noluCk, however, fold hisJegs were long and his eyes Were sharp,
and he managed to keep well out of their reach. In this way a

year and a day went by and then the troll called -him home
again.

'Mumble, jumble, turn and 'fumble,

Bea boy and do not ftrtuble
fumble
the troll, and in a second the lad had his own shape again.
"Well," said the troll, now that you're back safe and sound:
how did you like the life of a hare
"I like it well enough," said the boy. I could run faster and
leap farther than ever before.
"Btit of course you've no wish to serve me another year,
said the troll.
I have, indeed," said the boy. "Life isn't all beer and'skittles
whether you're man or mouse.
"Very well," said the troll. Noit is tirtte to feed the animals

ain, and thou they have. not ben fed for a year and are
erfully hungry, still_
till_ you
you m
finish the task POP a day
I will do what I eat)," answeredthe lad, Then he went the
stables which were now two mites underground and two
miles long, and he worked with 'bight and main feeding the
deer and the bears and the. wolves And the hareS, and by night

all the work was done
"Well," said the troll, don't see libw you did it, but as long.
s bone,- you deserve a good supper and a good night's rest,
o thke-them-and-welcome-to-them.".
The boy ate well and slept well artd in the morning the troll

said "The animals are not to be fed today, for you did extra
well by theM yesterday and there's no need to spoil them.
yqu Ma. \ play and .dp as you Please till it's time toi work
.

yoti,"rsaid the lad. "That will be fine:indeed."
But before he could leave, the troll had him by the collar

and nu

"Mumble, Jumble

bird and do not fumble,"and there and-then the boy became a raven, and away he flew
into the air.
'=This will be ever so much better than being a,hare, said the
boy "I can fl; fast and far, and see a good bit of the world."

But things were little better really, for no sooner did he
dhow himself on the edge of the-forest than the-hunters were
after him with their guns, and he had tdstay well hidden in the
The time went by, however, and when a year and a ifa)
up, the troll called the lad_ home again.
Mumble. fumble, turn and tumble,

Be a boy and do not fumble
said-the troll, and in a moment the boy was himsel=f again.
"Well," said the troll, "now that you're back safe and sound,
how did you like the life of a raven?"
"Quite nicely, thank you," said the lad. could never haVe
flown= through the air if rbad been a mere boy."
"But of course l'ou're not willing.to stay another year, said
the troll.
`'Yes, indeed I am replied the lad. "Money doesn't co
easy, and I may as well earn it serving you as-another,"
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!yell,' said the trOlt. "Now you must feed the animals
again, and though they haVe not been fed for a year and are,
poWerfully hungry, still you must 'finish the task in a day-:"
Will do what I can," said the lad. Then he Went to the barns

which Were now three miles underground and three Miles
long, and heWorked with might and main feeding the deer and

the bears and the wolves and the hares, and by night all he
work was done.
"Well," said the troll, "I don't see hoW you did it, but as long '
'sres
's doncybtudeserve-a go-od supper and a-goodn
take them and welcome: to them."
S

The lad ate well and slept well, and in the mo ng the troll
id, "Yon are not to feed the animals today for they're still full

frbm yesterday, and there's no need-to stuff them. Now you
may play and roa=n about at will."
"Thank you,- said the lad. That will be fine, indeed.-_
But before he could turn round-the troll caught hint by the
collar and cried,
-.Munt ; ie, jumble, turn and tumble,.

Be a sb and do not fumble,
and there and then the boy was changed into a herring, and
giving a great leap, hejumped into a nearby stream.
This will be a great sport," thought the boy.- "I'll swim
day from morning till night.But it was scarcely any sport at all for he Nvasihe only fish
:that had been in the water for years, and at sight of him, the
fishermen took out their lines and nets and tried tosatch him,
But they had no luck, for with his quick fins and hisclever head,
he managed to keep out of their reach, and resently he left the

stream and swam down to the sea.
He swam far out, and there he came to93 autiful glass castle
that rested on the bottom of the sea. e rooms were made of
white whalebone inlaid with gold an pearls, the floorswere
hung with delicate seaweed. In a c urtyard grew tiny shellountain flowed from
flowers and tall shell-trees, and a l"
a snail's shell and fell down on little bells of coral, 'making
lovely tiniding music that filled the whole castle and all the
ocean round it.
But the loveliest sight of all was a young girl dressed in robes
of rainbow silk and wearing a crown on her long yellow hair.
2

She wen om room to,room among the beakitgul furnishings,
her silken robes flowing behind her like sparkling water, and
the boy had never seen-'an ing so beautiful in all his days,
e girl seemed lone
r for there was no one else
in the castle, and
weed bout, she stopped often to
gam o one of the any mirrors that hung: from ceiling to
flog, or to iook out
c castle's glass walls and into the
ocean
rid.
ell " said the lad as hd swam round and round a
ng
her, I think the princess would like a little company, and if I
were onliLa man instead.of a fish, I could go in and pay her a
d

call. But perhaps I can think of the troll's words and ..m k e
myself a boy again," Then he thou
hard, a in a moment
the troll's words came to him
'Mumble, jumble, turn_and tumble,
Be a bay and do not fumble,
.

i:Fied!,and in a trice he was his own sell and went hurrying
into the castle and straight up to the young-princess:
-.
fie gave her a greeting, and this frightened her quite out of
her wits, for she hadn't seen a soul
soul in ever so long. But she soon
recovered, and when the lad told:her his Stor', she Wag Most
,
happy to see hirri. They played togetlx-ralrday long, building
i
.

.

.

.

-=

.

little houses of shells, and looking for pearls, and making music
.

on the coral bells; And in the evening the pfincesS cooked
.dumplings and tarts for the lad;andlie slept on a bed of moss,
and was lulled to sleep by the sound of the sea In this way the
time quickly passed, and when a year and a day were almost up
the princess said to the boy
Jr is time for you to leave me so turn b
o a fish again`
and be ready to answer the troll's call,"
But I do not wish to lea.ve you,- said the lad..
`Nor do I wish to leave yon,- said the princess, ...But go yo
must, for rny.father, you see, is thetrall whom you serve, and if
he should catch you here, there wbuld be trouble indeed. He
has hidden me under the water so that no one can find me and
take me away from him, and if he saw you here, he would chop
off your head at once."
The troll is cruel and selfish," said the lad.

-,_

.

Alas, that is true,- said the princesS.

i

But don't be

downcast, dear lad, for I think I have found a way to trick my
father and bring us together iia in :-Then let the hear it at on e," said the lad.
Well,- said the princess,- the king who lives next to_rny
father is in debt to him, and as he cannot pay in a month and a
day, he will lose his head when the, time is up.
..That is indeed sad,- said the boy.

But you can help him, and thus help us, too,- said the
princess. -NoW what you must do is to leave my father, taking
with you the six bushels of money which are due you and go
straight to the next kingdom. There you must enter the service
of the king, and when a month and a day are up, and the king is

moaning and groaning and ready to lOse his head; then you
must tell-him you know what is troubling hi and you must,
offer
him the money on condition t aryo ay go with
hiin dressed as a fool in cap and bells
This the-king will he glad to allow, and when
ur way, yak' must caper about with all kinds of nonsense and
tomfoolery, and upon reaching my fathei's palace, you Mustbe
ever so careless, rattling doors, and breaking windows and
mince. This will anser.-my father no end, and since, the king
trust be reSpcinsibie for any darnage his fool 'does': my father
will de ad that the king answeHour,queStions or lose his life
The t question will be 'Where dwells iny fair daughter?'
But the king, of course, will HaVe no answer, and filen you must

corne,fortii
and say, 'Yourdaughters
daughter dwells farfar away on the
,

bottom of the:sea:
.
That will he'true; and then my father will ask, 'Wouldypu

know my daughter if you saw her? and you must say, !I would-

ow her in the dark with my eyes closed

'hen my father will bring forth a thousand and one
maidens and_ u will have-to choose .the one that is I. BM we
will'All-look alike and you can -never choose the right one, in a,.
million years, so I- will haVe to help you a bit. I will touch you as

I walk by and then you can seize me and shout, 'Here is your
daughter:
"This will take care of the second question, and e third
question will be, 'Where has my heart been hidde To this
you roust say -Your heart is hidden in a fish,' and then my father
will ask, 'Would you know that fish if yOu saw it?' ad you must
answer, 'I would know that fish in the dark with my eyes shu1/4

tight'

_

At this My father will canmand a thousand and one fish to
come forth and you will have to choose the one that holds hiS
heart. But as they will all look alike, you can never choose the
right one in a million years, so I will have to help you Lwill give
you a little shove; and you can .catch it and cut it open. ThatWill

finish, the trrill, and then we'll be free to do as we please."
"You are a wonderfully clever prineeiss%
,
aid the. lad.
"Not more clever than you;'' said the grin ess. "hut hurry
now and change into .a fish again `for there's no time to lose.7.
The lad did as she bid, and in a flaSh he was a herring again
3

.

_in back into thesis
after, the troll called hiip, home agait? a
Qn

mble juinble,lw*frud tumble,

Be et bog anti do not
rned turn into his own shape once ruore,_
Well, saick-the troll, now that you're back
how did yon like being a fish?'"
e
liked it best of all,- said The la
"Then of course you'll be glad to serve me
said the trOlk,
twelve;

shels of Morie

"t do not caret stay longer," sai8 the lad,
t siX bushels and be on my way."
To this the troll had to agree, for a bargain is
ith-trolls.-The boy received his Moriey, and wi
in from and half of it..tied behind, he started
After -a time he (lime to the next kingdbm, an
ely hidden his money, he sought service wi
"Well," said the king, need a lid to look

ain, even
ha dti d
n his
whet

the
er the stab es.

But truth to tell, it's nit much I can pay you.
It's only food and a bed I want," said the lad, d so the king
gave him a place, and he worked hard in the st es but kept an
eye on the king, too, and saw as the days went y, how sad and

forlorn he looked:
Then when a month and a day were almosi
the ldng and said You need not grieve, good
what's troubling you, and I promise to help
"But that is imPosSible," said, the king-i-"I nee
gold."

bushels of

t

'That is just the ,amount ) have," said the boy, 710w, in
rettirril'fOr lending you the -robriey, You must et me dress as
your court jester and run along before yob, a d-you must Ist,
me get into any mischief I please and not wo about it, for I
-gjVeyou tuy word:4hat I'll be sure to save us oth:"
'Very well," replied the tin g, and the bo gave him 'the
money, and then they made ?eady to go, 'the rig wearing his
best bib and tucker and the boy 'dressed in 'e p and ,bells .
After a goodly trip, they came to the troll s house,' which
now stood hi above the ground and looked as splendid as a

king's castle. It tvasTiade of the finest glass, and just t

tone

of a fmger Was cdolg0:4:biak it. At sight .of it, the oy'speci
ahead as t as e c of aril limped into winds w nd aooks,
d- everything at' a Merry rate.

oil -soon heard. him and carne rus ng out and
hin by the heels.
:`Whatis-the meaning &all this?" he cried to the king. "You
debts, and yet you all*your fool to make,
can't pay your
-nev4tones!Wc-11, we'll soon have your head fotsuch-nonsense----"hut I am quite able .to -pay my first debt," said the king, and

he brought forth the six bushelS of gold. The trail couldn'tbelieve his eyes and measured the gold to the last ounce, It,was
all -there, !however, every penny's worth, and thetroll'coUldp't

find the least fault with it.
But there was-still the damage the fool had dOrie.tfle had
ruined the troll's beautiful castle:, and that was.s(iiheihing not
en money could, pay for:
It-can.cinly be repaid by answering four questions,' said the
trOlt, "and that, of course,- you Cannot do:"
Majesty will be very glad to.try," saki the lad, "and
do
what r Carl, too." Tbeh he plaCed himself tieside the king, and

the troll cried, 'Where dwells my fair daughter?"
"Your daughter dwells far far away on the tiottOrtv of the
Nea," spoke up the boy.
coin( you knozoi her if y(;!ii saW her?' then asked.theAroll.
?Indeed I would," saki -the boy: would ksioW her in the.
dark with my, eyes closed -tight, klring her here at once!".
Then the troll raised-his hand, and suddenly the room was
.

filled with beautiful, Olden -haired maidens; and they:passed'
one b one heMre thehoir.,But they all looked alike, and which
as the princes s he could not tell-, till all,at once, one of themtduchedhim.__Theh he knew she-Was the real princess, and he

her round th,waist and cried, "Here is your daughter;

r Groh"
The troll howled, and all the other maklens'disippeareg*
in air 4.1k1 then the lad said, "Now let us try the third
question."
you'llneyer guess it eried,the 'tro
ou
,

ere

has

en hidden? That is the., question.
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at is eaSilyanswered,"aid the lad-., "Your heart
fish, Master Troll."
Would you know that-fish- if you saw-it?" 'c
ndeed 1 wohld,".kaicl'the lad. 1 wouldknOw
-xny eyes shilt-tight,_Britig it hereii:ptuic.'
e troll raised his hand and the rOOtifWas (Ull'ofs vimMing
ish. But they- allOooked alike, alas, and Which one had-the
roll'S heart, the boy could
Stiddenly the princess

his-arnr-Thenhelmewihat,thefish-nowswirnming
e one he wanted, and .he reaehed out quickly andit. He cut it open, and at-that moment the troll fell
bitrst into a million pieees of. flint 'tiat*Atiered, up and
down the countryside-And
can be Seprethere to tills clay..
.
.
Then the mountain split open, and the birds and.animals.

that had been- enehanted came nut and went to 6e in theforesuonce more.- The lovely -glass castle rose out of the sea and
settled:do,wnr.:
redg&i4!the-fOrest, and-the princesS and
=

the, lad' were :hurried. 'All the kings from ever=so many
kingdoms cattle to see them, and the camirion peoPle as well.
They_had a great feast, and then they found all the, troll's money
and spent -it and they lived happily ever after.

.

-

nee upon- a time but it was a long, loilg.:tim`& ago,
there were two brothers, one rich Anst.orie pbor.
NoW, one Chrism
he--one had not so
._
'. rnuch as a crumbin the hoilse,:e
_er
or bread, so be
went t is brother to ask hirif for some hing with 'which- to
keep tistk
maIt was not the first time hi brother had been
forced to help'hitn, and, as he was .alvv- s s ink; -.he -ulaS not
ye glad to see him this time, but he said
ve you a whole
piece of -bacon, two loaves of bread, and. candles into the
E

I

cr

barsain',-'if you'll nerer bother me again ,-but mind Vou don't set

foot in my house from this day-on.The poor brother said he wouldn't, thanked his brothErf-dr;.
the help, he had give.n-him,.and started on his way home;_:
Elebadn't gone far before h met an Old, old Man with
ebeard, who looked so thin and,worn and hungrY that it
.
way pitiful tO see bim.
"In heaven's name give a poor an a morsel to eat," said the
-,
old man.
41-1W:':indeed, I have been. gging myself, said'the-pOor
brother, ''btitTrn not so poor that I can't give you something on
the blessed Christmas eye.'; And with that he handed the old
man a can", a loaf: of bread; 'an ,he was just going to cut off a
slice \of bacon, when the old man stopped him- --7That is
enough to Spare,- saidbe.."And noiv,TII tell you something,
.

Not fir from here.
_

,

the entrance to. the -liorne of the

under' round folks, They have a mill there which
grind out
anything they wish for except teon, now mindiYou go thereWhen you get inside they si/illIftwarit to buy your bacon; but
don't sell it unlesg you get in return_ the Mill which strands
baiind the door. When You come out
teach you how tohandle 'the, mi

the man with the bacon thaliked the other fir his gc)c el
advice and followed the direetions which the old nun had
given him,.and soon he stood outside the door of the hillfolk's
homc
When he got in everything Went just as the old man had said.
All l illt ilk, great and small cane swarming up to himlike ants,

round aii anthill, and each tried to outbid the other for the
bacon_

"Well' 'said the man, by rights, my old dame and"! ought
have this.b:icon for our Christmas dinner; but, since you have
all .set your hearts on it I suppose I must give it up to you.
Now, if I sell it at all I'll have for it that mill behind-the door,
nett r.

At. first the hilltolk wouldn't hear of_snch a bargain. and
higgled and h tggledwith the man, but he stuck to what he said,
and at last they g ase up the mill for the bacon..
V'hen the man got out of theeaveand into the woods again, .7
he net the same old beggar _and :asked him hors to handle the
mill_ After he liad learned hoiv to use it he thanke4 the old dan
and went off home as fast as-he could; but still the clock -had`

struck MOVE! on Christmas eve before he reached his own,
door,
ver in the ssorld have you been. said his 6Id dame.

;lien: haw: I sat hour .after hour waiting and watching-,
without somuch as 'two sticks to -lay together for; fire under
the christmas porridge.-.
-Oh!- saidt he man, could not get back before,lor I had to
long W.ty first for one thing-and then for another; but now
u shall see what volt shall ,see
So herkit the mill on the table, and hide it first of all to grind,
lights, then a tablecloth, then meat, then ale, and so on till they
had everything that was nice fonChristmas fare. They had only

to. splay 111C 'word and the mill ground out whatever_ he
wanted. -Me old dame stood by blessing her stars, and kept on

asking where he had got this wonderful mill, but he wouldn't
tell her.
It all the same where I got. it You see the mill is a good .,
nc, and the mill stream never freezes. That's enot
So he ground meat and fl rink and all good things to last
.
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the whole of Christma holidays. and on the third clay he isked
all his friends and kin to his house and gave them a great feast.
Now, .when his rich brother saw all that was on the table and all
that Nz..as in the cupboards, he grew-- quite wild with anger. tor
he could not hear that his brother shOuld -have anything.
wily on Christmas eve," he said to the rest, "he was so
poorly off that he carne and begged for a morsel of tOod, and
now he gives a least as if he were a count or a king and he
turned to his brother and said -But Where in the world did ou
get all this wealth ?'
From behind-the-door," answered the owner of the mill, tor

he did not care to tell his brother much about it But later in
the evening, when he had gotten a little too merry. he could
keep his secret no longer, and he hr aught out the mill and said:

-There you see vhat has gotten me all this wealth,- and so
made the mill grind all kinds of things.
When- hisbrother saw it he set his heart on having the Mill,
and, after some talk, it wIts agreed that:the rich brother was to
get it at hay-harvest time when he was to paythree hundred
dollars for it Now, you may fancy the mill did not grow rustsfor want of work, for while he had it the poor brother made it
grind meat and drink- that would last for years. +Chen hayharvest came, the rich brother got it but he Was in such a hum'
Make it grind that ht forgot to learn hoW to h:indle, it
was evening when the rich brother got the mill home, and
The next morning he told his :wife to go out into the luOield
and toss hay while the mowers cut the grass and he would stay,
at home and,g-Ct the dinner ready. So, when dinner time drew
near. he put the mill oh the kitchen table and said
"Grind herrings and broth, and grind them good and taSt.And the mill began to grind herringS and broth; first all of the
dishes full, then all the tubs full, and so on till the kitchen floor
was quite covered., The man twisted and twirled at the mill to
get it to stop, but for all his fiddling and fumbling the mill went
()n grinding, and in a little while the broth retie so high that the
man was nearly drowning. So he threw open the kitchen door
and ran into the parlour, but it was not long before the mill had,
ground the parlor full too, and-it was only at the risk of his life

that the man could- get hold of tt e. latch of the house.door
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through the stream of broth. yVben he got the door open, he'
ran out and set off down the road, with the stream of herrings_
and"broth at his heels, roaring like a waterfall over the whole
farin:"-

.

.

.

Now his old dame. whO ysas in the field tossing hay, thought
it a lOng time to -dinner. and at last, she said
"Well! Though the master doesn t callus-home, we may as
;well go. Maybe-he finds it hard work tobOi I the broth, and wi--11"

he glad of rny
The nien_. were willing enough, so they sauntered'
omewards. But just as they had got a_ little way up

what should they meet but herrings' and broth, all running
efore it for his life, and as h_ e passed them'he called out ."Eat,

drink! cat drink! But take care you're not droWned in the
broth.Away he ran as fast as his legs' would carry him to hiS
brother's house, and begged him in heaven's name to take back

the mill, and that at once, for he said -If it grinds one hour
more, 'the whole parish will be swallowed up by herrings.and
broth,So the poor brother took back the mill, and it wasn't long
before it stopped grinding herrings and broth.

And now he set tip a farmhouse tar finer than the one in
which his brother lived, and with the mill he ground so much
gold that.he covered it with plates of gold, And as-the farm lay
by the seaside, the golden house gleamed and glistened far,
cich
away over the sea. All who sailed by put ashore to see
man in the golden house, and to see the wonderful mill the
fame ofwhiCh spread far ant wide, till there was nobody who
hadn't heard of it
So one day there came a skipper who wanted tcl see the m111,

and the first thing he asked was if it could grind salt.
;rind salt!" said the owner, "I should just think it could. It
can grind anything.\X'hen the skipPer heard that he said he must have:the mill,

if he only had it he thought, he need not take his long
:ages across stormy seas for a lading of salt. 'Fie much.
sitting at home with a pipe and a glass. Will the man
.1-let
let him h a ve it, but the skipper was in such a hurry to get away

with it that he had do time to ask how to handle the mill. He got
on board his ship as fast as he could and set sail. When he had

sailed a good way off, he brought the mill on deck aild Said,
/rind Salt, and grind ,both good and fast.
And the' mill began to grind salt so that it pOured out like
water, and when the skipper had got the ship, full he wished to
- stop the mill, but w/hichever way he turned it and hOWcycr
much hIttried, it did no good; the mill kept on grinding, and
heaps oaalt grew higher and higher, and at last down sank the
,

r

There lies thel rridat the bottOM of the sea, and grinds away
this very day, and that is the yeasoh why the sea is salt- so
some folks say.
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Introduction
for centuries the sea -has been a source offas at t rt to dieellers:On the liar
The rest-run-es of the sea -touch our ltt es in so ma uuys.
r frontier, Ifreers ore.chest of future food and energy.56
We hare begun exPlOrliki:
sea acs a resource- for the new futlire.
The accompanying collection of fairy tales represents yet tarurther
' from -the sea. The ufrrld of the sea su ggests legends, images; +inspirations

poetry These tales offer an opportunity to read character studies and detvl
derstanding and healthY attitudes touard different people,- and provide a
healthy escape into the sense of bp,ond. :Fairy ales introduce young people to
brave knights of heroic courage. or: little maidens with inner strength chile
presentrrig the importance of the sea arid clarifying the knowledge t f varied
cultures and heritages.
The communication potential presented in these fairy tales lends itself to a
language-arts curriculum. Although many teachers are
0 to use a-set of
basic texts for the language arts, curriculum, these texts sl rrrrld be used as a
_

source and guide pr teaching ideas and rnatepals Fairy Tales of the:Sea
offers an opportunity for teachers to originate and adopt ideas
citing literary
-e.:

different

The outline pt seated in this 'guide follous the English Langnagc Arts
Curriculum Fra
ork suggested by. the Texas Education
c The
.1

activities are deiigned to sery e as a catalyst to suggest varied datum'?
Fatty Tales the Sea.. There is no limit to how these suggestions
dei,elqbed ar utilized in indiildual classrooms Many of the activt
open - ended' t
nild continue foreivr and. nervy' be boring- Or rxpe talons
activities Were designed with *per grade stadehtS in mina hut there are some
activities suitable far younger or older students Whir are particularly Moth a ted
toward the study of the. sea.
There are several ways-to Integrate the fairy tales into clan
nt plans
The tales-may be combined.witb science anits involving'
arts of the
sea.

The tales may he combined with social studies units i
m which, the storieS originated.
The'tales may enbance the study of literature ben disc

folk tales and other traditional literature.
The tales may he presented for the' joy of listening air reading
Activities corer the language arts of listening, reading, :peaking and a ting.
.

aple toe after the acti at)!

rer

IT
sc t iption. The .5n,(.1g s jeal tales care tbtrse a

) seem parti talarl v apt:ilk:Wet()
or =.
tplysented but it ru es mart rnerira that each talet ctett must
must.be
in t1 tattllstert taale might not, u rtrkerlraallyta
equally ell. A san le tale demonstrates
c. Seivral actitities are s' If-explanatory and
bastvl 01.0 .
Mple.tales are -not listed
ti e e
.

,

There is no formal, written script or parts to memorize to play a story. Stiidents

beebmc familiar with the Story by reading it silently.. They tirpti discuss: the
Characters' feelings and .what individual characters might say. This discussion
leads ,direlctly, to iraprovisingz roles, the -;_story is rehearsed once and then
presented to a large group. Spontaneity and improvisation are characteristic of
playing a story-

Suggested tales: The Sea Lion Hunt
The House of the Sea Lio
The &War Bear
The:Flying Ship

The sea of ,old
The Fisherman and His Wife
The:Troll's Daughter

Reader's, Theater
For _a reader's theater, the story first is read silently and then orally as a
combined group. Students and teacher-thoose parts, and the third reading is
done orally as a play in front of a group. Actions, props, costumes and background
may be added to the reading. Narrators maybe assigned to read the non.speaking
parts.
-

-Suggested tales .:?he Girl Fish
Tb-e Sea Lion Hunt
The House of the Sea Lions
The Flying Ship.

The Raven and the Lobster
Several of the fairy tales adapt well to puppetry. The tales maybe read or told by
one student while others manipulate puppets to fit the action. As an alternative,
students could play the storl seec page 3) with the addition of puppets. ,
There are many types of puppets that can be used Paper bag puppets stick
puppets, sock `.puppets; or b x and-paper plate .puppets are all easy to make.
SiMple. stick puppets can
effective since they can duplicate the swimming'
.

rtiotion of waterzniki type of pupriet can be mad
_ tngue depressors, picnic
utensils; clothes pins or anything else one can imagine. Features, clothing and
identifYing characteristics can be added with ram, buttons, fabric etc, The
puppet show might be produced and presented to a-groUp of younger students.
Suggested tales: The Girl'Fish.
The Lake Monster
The Young Man Helps
4 Fkb M9rY-,
FlWng ship
Fish

Choral Reading
Although choral reading generally is associated witl poetry, there
some
fairy tales in this collection whfch could be pygentec1/ffectively 6i, two or more
speaking as one.
-Studentsikill need to read and reread the material' and discuss the seleetion:
They 'Willneed to experiment with the pacejokirding together and rhythm and
pitch to develop their own arrangement. Students may improvise scenes of the
sel6CtiOn,:tty.,diffetent:voice combinations and different chOral arrangements

before they decide on the best arrangement.
Several arrangements Might be ronsideted:
Sentencea-group arrangement-one group reads the first sentence; another,
the second, and a third,-the next sentence, etc.
DiVogue arrangements-ohe'grOup may read the dialogue and another' group
the narrative to produce a desired' effect. Different feelings and moods will be
produced by alternating the groups in various ways.
Unison'arrangement-the entire class or group reading toge er with the
pitch, rhythm and intensity varied to produce an 'effective re. in t.'"
Suggested tales: -The Rater! and the lobster
-The Stoll., of Arztlialuk

Developing Skills In Group Speaking
Explanations
There are -carious methodS in allow students to discuss and explain their
feelings and perceptions of the airy talcs.
After reading the tale aloud, ask students to draw a character or discuss how a
character looks. This activity qan aid in understanding character develOpment.
Later discussions should center around the personality of the protagonist.in
the story ''What is he like? Is he brave? What in thd story makes you say
Would you like this character if you met him?" Allow students to expressrtheir
clings about the character.
ested tales: The Girl Fish (does her character change during the course of
the tale?)

Arenetg Trlle

The Sea Lion Hunt-The tiduse oft/ Se
The. Polar Bear .
The Lake Monster -The Yo
5e nt's Brictt ;_
en-Headed Fish' .
ig ship -1 of Gold
The.Fishernian and His Wi
point in a tale whiCh portrays emotion Ask the students.tO diSetiSs

R

the characters feelings.. What words let readers undersiaild these 'feelings?
Can you read a passage as the charaCter might say the words? Have yoil ever felt
.

the may thischaracter felt?

bested tales: The Sea Lion Mint (hunters laughing- at Blackskin
RN Lake Monster ( mother-in-law happy when the young
did not return)
The Serpents Bride (rirnbWs joyful announcemen
{Irnarriage )

The Golden- Headed Fish ( young prince admitting defeat;
when he_was_ unable to catch athgoldert,headed 'fish )'

Little Merrizaill.(.triermai.d'b sadness at not being mortal)
TWes can be discussed, in small'' oundtable or bun 'groups. Buzz.discussions
are sessions where studentShavea limited time in which to generate problem,
solving ideas- A. roundtable discussion ihcludes a 'leader and three to eight.
participants:TV:rho deal with a problem posed in a tale or inforrnally share ideas

from the tes-Theroundtable discussion can be in front of the remainder of
tjte elxst;.- Questions from this audience can serve as the foundation .for idea
sharing,

Which characters idjcl you like or d(glike? Which
tharaders appeared to he mistreated? What happened
in the-tale that reminds, you of sornething that might
happen in our world?'
Panel discussions are sessions that require advance -preparatsion by the
students:Each panel member is prepared to discuss a specific aspect of the
tale. Panel participants might concentrate_ on such aspects as character
development, setting, emotions, lessons presented-good versus bad aspects of
fairy tales etc: Panel members present their prepared ideas, and questions
from the
shotild follow to contribute to clarity and understanding of
ideas.

Reporting Special Topics
There are several opporninities for students to. port to the class on a topic
introduced in the tales, As studentS read the tales they may identify concepts,fl
objects or ideas that-they do not understand. These maybe clarified by adtlitional
informatio from reference material. An individual student or a small group can

.

slrra

n information acquired through !research. Students shpuld be told that
-about the topic and,
search requires idtntificartion
of the toile, real
f
the it =talon. Oral reports may be presented in a number of

interesting ways.,Diagrams, charts or bulletin boards can be used as illustration ,
Other 'suggestions for presenting information include:

Prcsentinginformation M a 'riddle. Sample talc ?TheI am a utensil made from a tree. The Princess Tintha

crystal clear water. I am a (calabash).'
One paragraph report. This short report also will give studrints practi
summarizing. Saniple talc The' Sea of Gold.
A galley is the kitchen and cooking apparatus of ship In old sailing
ships the galley was located in the front of the ship se) the smoke
coukt be released In modern ships it is located on a knee rdeck.,
is Imaginary news report. As students write a news story they must include the
who, what, when where, why and how of every effective are potter. Sample
The Fisherman and His Wife
flounder a unique flat fish. was reported to have been seen in ,
broiVn to
the seateater of the Gulf It is capable of changing
grey and is easy to Identify since it has eyes only on the left side of its'
head.

Reading -aloud-implies'. that student must listen.. Reading aloud- also can,roduce Fairy Taks of Ibe Sea -while rnotrvatingstudents to do their own
further reading. To prepare for reading aloud:
Choose-a tale you enjoy
Practice. reading the tale. Re familiar with the story line, vOcabulaty and
characters: 'Be ready to change vOice inflections fOr different characters,'
Introduce the tale. A simple Statement -predicting ,'the story, offering
background informatiOn or posing an, interest-grabbing question can set -the.
tone for listening Objects epresented in the.story also can begin diScussiohs
and serves` a leachin to reading
is Provide a comfortable environment for reading aloud. Students can sit on the
floor or arrange:themselves where they can see the reader easily
Give students time to absorb the storylineand meaning after the tale is read.
Students may nuke spontaneous reactions after a few minutes of silence.
.

.

.

=

.

Storytelling

.

A number of the tales in this collection are excellent for storytelling. You may'.
want to model this experience, and theri encourage students to tell a story. To
prepare for storytelling
Select a tale you particularly entoy.
.

Make sure the story has a strong beg)nning,

satisfactoryending.
Usually' tales involving three or four characters are appropriate or storytelling..
Read the story several times, and make a mental outline of it
about the

meaning rather than memorizing the words. Practice in fronttof a mirror',

changing the pitch of your voice and gestures to represent. different:
characters..
tr Introduce,the story to your audience. You can use picthres, objects {such as

seashells), music or a question.
Make sure everyone can see you as you tell the storyand maintain eye contact.
You can add pictures or objects to help tell the Story, such as felt boards flip
charts, objects or chalk Wks.

Suggest tales: The Fisherman and His Wife

.

Wiy be Ocean is Salty
Tk FIJIng Ship
of. the Rain
The Girl Fish
-eiSqd Lion Hu
The-Holise of the seer Lions
Th0ManYage

4

Salt

Dpveloping Analysis S
'Good listening skills are developed by listening for a variety of purposes. Fairy
Tales of the Sea cad* provide listening activities for these different purposes.
t1L

identifying,the Theme

Students can he told 4to listen in order to give a one-sentence summarization.
Some stories may have -several identifiable themes Studcnts'inight present' all
their ideas of the theme and then discuss which best expresses the nature of the
tale.

S4n: ile tale.
Theme

A

His Wife
The Fisher ma
Those _who an, greedy may lose

Selecting-Needed Information
Students cat be told to listen for specific information. Prior to reading The
Filing Ship. for example, you can direct listening by saying, "Listen as I read this.
tale to'find out what talents were possessed by the characters -who were
passengers in the flying ship."

Listening to. Confirm Thrtdictions

-

After listening to the title and/or the first part of the story, students may predict

what will -follow. 'The reading could stop at several points in the story where
predictions' seem to be warranted and students can discuss what might happen
nest. Students then listento confirm their predictions DiscuSsions can -center on

why predictions were made and what information caused -confirmation or
tion of the prediction. Questions which might encourage prediction are
at doeyou think the story is about? What do you think will happen -next? What

happened in the story so far that made you think this would happen?

Appreciatilie Listening
Select alale to read to the students. An alternative might he to tape the story so
students can listen during independent work periods. Tell the students they will
he Ithle to share their favorite part after listening. This sharing maybe in the form.
drama, poetry, etc.
disciassion, artwork, wrin

Directed Listening
Select a tale to read, and ask students to listen in order to r
8

II a sequence of

event. This recall could behy,writing, drawing; arranging pictures,
Ropy of Tientsin: lijr example; stildents could he asked to sequence the tasks tl
Tiemsin completed. Pictures would be one way- to illustrate this sequeneea
events.

ritical LisWning
C.omparison of- aspects of two-taleS-requireff'cri teal- listening.-Studerirk can
discuss similarities and differenceS after hearing two tales. These discussions can

leak to

of fairy'tales in general ati students list the

Sample tales:

The Girl Fish and The Little Mermaid; students can t_ mpare
the heroines' situation:4 and the outcomes of the stories.
be Ocean Is Sa I I r and Irby the Sea IS .Sid t; these talcs Gin--

he compared to determine facets of mythical explanations of
natural hapPenings.The Flying Ship and The Stor), tfTren zsin; these tales Mier
opportunitity to discuss how different Lisks are accomplish
and the effect of. completing the taSks;
Thg..Ratyn and the Lohger The 4itue mermaid and ft Zvi the

Salt); studemS.can discuss, the settings, happenings
:orneS to become familiar with the rlitiisrcn ees among
tales (The little Alermaid ), myths explaining natural
phenol-ne id ( W'he the Ocean Is Salty ) and fithle:4' which teach

a lesson ( The Rat en foul the Lobster).

The ,Venets Tale The Sea

use Of the .1i %cr

and The Polar Rear
American Indian) and The
s Bride 'and The dilairiageiq the Rain (Atilcan);

--

se er'al talcs include' specifie,.;,refetences,:-.that Make them
unique to their country of origin'. Suidents can kW encourved
let listen for termS, :behmiors... 'descriptions.' and other

erences that help identify the talc's -origin. This activity
would be panicularly meaningful wher(14"tegrated with social
studies.

Responding Crew
Sound Effects.
r reading a story aloud discuss c possible sound elk. s and modtls of
sound that arp-titiggested by the story. The. tale then. can he re -read with sound.
effects created with rhythm instru ments. body sounds and voice variatiims.

Suggested-tales: The Serpents
A Fish Starr
Me All

Salt

.

Tape a large piece of paper to the Wall and hdp.the students plan how to '
express the tale they have just heard'in a mural drawing Murals can be divided
into sections to present the story in chronological order!' Students can work'
individually or in grOups.
sted tales: The Fisherman anti His WI
Britle

Golden:Headid Fish
The_Story of Trernsin
e Littie-Mernutia

The Tarn Daughter

Dioramas
After listening to a tale, students can illustrate a favorite portion of the storyin
shoe box models called diorama& The background can be painted on the sides of

the box and figures and objects made from construction paper, Clay, pa
rnache or other types of model- making material and arranged to' tell part of the
story. The text of the illustrated portion of the tale can be copied and taped to the

outside of theliox.

Related Activities
tics are included in ariklren's LiteratureOther Creative searelated a
Passage to the Sea, available from the Texas A&M University Sea Grant College
Program, Many of- the. suggestions in that book. are adaptable to enrich_
experiences with Fairy Tales Of the Sea.

eveloping Oral Reading Skills
Oral Readin
Stitdents- may wish to prepare a tale to read aloud to their own Class, another;
.class of the same age or younger student& TheY need to review the guidelines for
reading aloud given on page 7 and might
their readings for practice hefore
reading to an audience. This will help e
e their reading and allow variances

in-pitch and speed to polish the performar4

Reading to Altwier Qtiesdons
Many oral reathng opportunities are provided 'as:students read to nsss er
question& The types -of questions which encourage oral reading ar
Read the part of the story:that describes
Read the pa of the story that teill exltYou mentioned that
was afraid. Can yoti read the part of the
story that lets us know that
was happy
Sad?

Choral Reading
Choral reading is another form of reading aloud and is particularly effective in
Lnvolving all ability levels in one_common activity. The practice and presentation
of choral readings includes repetitions of the tale so all readers become familiar
with the stotyline andvocabulary. The procedures and suggested tales for introducing choral reading are listed under Developing Oral Presentation& page 4.

Reader's Theater
A reader's theater provides a -number of oral reading opportunities.

A

description of this activity is given in Developing Oral Presentation& page 3.

Developing Reading Comprehension Skills
Distinguishing Real and Make-Believe
Since all fairrtaleare make believe, the readers should pay clase attention to
those factors that allow them to predict that they are reading fictiOn. There are
--several things that can be considered clues.
What in the Aide is a clue that you are reading fiction?

The language used will onfirm predictions that the tales are fiction. Sorne o
.the language cues that could be diseussed are degre0offormalityollanguage;
degree of figuratiw ii$e of language; how the languagerefers to people, places
events; the mbod 1.4e language conveys;'and how:the language inclic-ateti

whether the characters are real or fictitious.
:,ompadng- factual-- material-with -the_sea,goihg_topieslof I heiales also. will
separate the language cues,The latigudgv and description used in The It''orna
for example, can be cOmpared with the langUage and
1)), killer Whales,
.
description
of
w.halcs
in
an encyclOpedia of other reference
.".

Cause and Effect
.:_'Suidepts Can be encouraged-to consider cause ancreffect by first reading a tale,

selecting an 'outcome and then listing all the events whicll contributed to that
itcorne.

Samfile
Outcome.
Cause:

The Raven

and the Lobster

The raven dropped the lobster.
Ele agreed to a compliment about hi

Drawing Conclusions by Predicting
After reading the first section of the tale- students are asked, 'What do you
think will happen in the nod part of the tale ?" Are there conclusions other than
the one you have suggested?" "Why tfid you chook the ending you did ?" -Do you
think you will like the end of the tale?" Will it have a surprise ending?!' After the
conansion- has been read, ask, "Did you like any .of our conelusions better than
the actuid

Understanding Figurative and Literal Language
Fairy tales provide opportunities to explore the meaning of familiar words in

new contexts. There are many words used in these tales that are examples of
figuratiVe language.

Sample tales:

"I'm as dry as a fish.- I'm as dry
The Ernp(nt
frog." )
A Fig" Story ( "...a merry crackling was heard.'
The Serpent's Bride ("Its water lay clearand placid as a
mirror..." "...for the pool was like the clearest crystal, right
down to its sandy bottom.")
The Sea of Gold ( "...it was as though we were sailing on a sea
of golden sand.- )

The Little Mermaid ("...water is as blue as the

bluest cornflower and dear as the dearest crystal." ...their
fruits glimmering like gold and flowers like a blazing fire".

...the sun. looking like a crimson flower from which
streamed a flood of light.")
Students Can he encouraged to interpret the figurative expressions literally.
,

This may he done creatively dirt-nigh artwork or dramatics.

Students- can .be,directed to think of
more literal way.
FigUratiVe :language cars he
according to what -I
describe. Parts of the body, animals, food; clothing plants; thestAa
of

us ir
eni and.

marine)ife
arc topic& that are described figuratively "in the-tides.
,
-...
You might coprp.Ortions. of stories. which contain figurative language mid
,

leave. bliiinks where'er ithepictorial language is,used. StudentS then would bl.:-.;
:

encouraged-to. substitute their own wprils' in the blanks and:compare, their
suggestions with the original text. Discussions could focus on why and how
figurative.language adds to the overall effect- of the tale. Further discvssion
might lead to evert more varied war; tti express the same ideas,'
Dcanspiie: ". But most wonderful of all she said was to lie in the moonlight on a

3

,

sandbank. in the,
the, calm sea.gazing at the huge town close to the shore, ..

'where. the light:: twinkled Iii4e

---

Mennaid; original words.. hundred!4-of stars. )

Reipost
At.

(RohlThe Little
;
.

h

..e!

One questioning:technique is particulady ffective in helpingstuden read
with More comprehenion. Request* .i5 an in4ructional
ity in v Whichstudents and teacher silently read the beginni_ section of the trct.together. After reading, the teacher closes the book and answ s the sz identS-.qu estions
fully as possible, The teacher them asks- questions tha
add to the students'
understanding of what Was just read This type of questioning is continued,after
reading short sections of
tale until the point when students can provide a
reasonable response to the question,.., What do you think will happen at the end
of the tale? W by ?" At this point, the students read to the end of the tale to see if the

predietiOn is right,
Suggested talesi All tales in the code

Reading-Mb-Acing Activi
Inquiry reading is'One method to encourage comprehension. The first step is
to identify a purpose for reading the tale. The teacher guides students to predict
what Might happen by asking such questions as,' "What do yodthinic the story
about ?" Predictions are based on title and picture clues, first page clues and one
or more subsequent pages. Predictions also .can he made just before .thestory.
climax, Some students.may need to retell what they have read before predicting
what will happen. By listening to the student prediction& teachers will be ableto
determine if the students understopd the stcirylirte.
The second step involves reading to confirm or reject the predictions, Studentsmust process the ideas to do this by thinking about their ori inal predictiOns and
what they are reading. Some students may need to read the st
a time if they have limited experience in predicting or pr

one paragraph at

Nianzo. AN. "The Requ
1969, pp. 123-126, 163.

No. 2. Novem

ng information.
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r stOdents, however, nray he able to process infarmatioi -on two, three or
rno

pages. =

The third step involves- helping students confirm,: or test .their predictions.

rmation requires evidence, The teacher asks students to prove their
redictions by reading and staring Material from the tales.:,;
---L-Guided.re4ding,thinking,*swfri4or The Little Meri rrrfrl
Love and courage may not alWais bring what you'deSire.
ente:

_
A Mermaid= rescues and falls in love with a mortal prince To
.

gain a human :form, the, mermaid sacrificed her ability to
Teak, and agreed that if theprinue does ill* Marry her she will

become a Lioud of sea' foam the morning after he wedsanother. 'She., teai.tes the sea and becomes the prince's ---companion. At his parents' insistence he marries a beautiful
:princess from another cOnntryThe mermaid is told she must
kill the-prince in order to save herself ibut she.cannot do this,,and is doomed to become a cloud a sea foam. Because of her
suffering and courage, however, she becomes a spirit of the air
instead 'of foam on the sea.
-Title and picture: Do you think this is a true' story? Does the
re the talc takes place or
title give you any clues, about
what it is about?
First page: What has happened? Do you have any idea from
this part of the story about what may happen next? Are there
any words yoit did not know? What did you do-when you carne
to those words?
Second anifl third pages Were any of you correct in what you
thought? What do you think the rest of the story will be about?
Fourth page: Were any of you right? What do you now think
warhappen? Do you want to eltInge your mind.about whatff
will happen?.
Reniaining pages: What Messages does this story tell you?
_-

Were there .any words you couldn't figure out
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information on the page let you understand the story without

knowing the words? What might have happened if- the
mermaid had killed the prince?

Develppipg Effective Reading Abilities
Character Development
se
Discussion questions can help students understand character roles.
questions can include: What qualities does.this character have?; what does the
character 'do to let you know what kind of person he/she is?; what unique

qualities does the character have (ones people do not have : hat quail ies does
,
this eharacter-haVe that
similar to yOhn which of the character's qualities do

you like pr dislike?
firudents also canbringeharac

life
life"through television- style -interviews:

For The Fisherman and if& Wife for example, the fisherman could be
.

--,intentiewed-fot-a-Wk'hotrarld-explain-hivAnd-.11KwifON:cirdeaLAnother way to 64derstand thetcharacter roles is to place the -charaete?s in
Earn
situatfons; The sitti1tiOns4hould be credible and cbrostentWith 'tt*
portrayal of the character in the story. For exsample, what would happen to
.

Sinipleton in The'Flying Ship. if he were sentro Russia to accomplish shine tasks
rthe President of the United States?

Emotional illeactIon$
Fairy tale characters display many emotions. The overall
enhanced by explgring. some of theSe feelings,'
Studeries-.ean use different voice, infleetionS to 'recreate cent tional- Jiialogue.
Examples from The Girl-fish include the dialogue berwven the fish and the girl
when she first eitoglif him, or that between the prince and hiS'mother when he
tells her he loves the deer. Other examples include the concluding natratiye
when the young man is saying gOodby to his_Arahlriend e The Goldf,n!Pleaded
Fish_) and -any of the dialogue s
Trernsin is despairing beeauseof the tasks
he must accomplish.( The Storrof Tremsin ).
Moods produced by words and language can be identified. Words cansugges
lorg and Mot-ids:It isdark like in underwater cave or blue and cool likethe
.

nsp.arent sea. A passage from The Litt /e Mermaid has t
description:

following

'OutSide the palace there vas a large garden with trees of fiery. red
and deep blue, their fruits glimmering like gold and.flowers like a
blitzing tire, ceaselessly moving their stemsand icaveS. The ground
itself was of the finest sand, but blue as sulfur flame DOwn there a
strange-blue mist enveloped everythhig; you Would has thought,
you_ were standing high in the air, with only the sky above_ and
beneath yoti and not down in the depths of the ocean:"
What kind of mood is suggested by this passage? Arc there single *Ord.- h
describe the mood or color of this- passage?
.

Story Elements
To talk about literature, students need Ito understand plot, setting, theme and
style.

The plot is the problem of the story, the obstacle that characters must
overcome: Students can construct a chart or map of the plot. They will begin
with the main ideas and add subplots to indicate how important events are
produced as they meet and diverge.
Sample tale:
The W'onzan Stolen ky Killer Whales
Main
A fisherman's vvife is captured and rescued from whales.
.
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A man and s.wife catch and kill a heavy. fish. Killer whales
take revenge on the,maktfor killing their friend. The fish chief'volunteers to ticip'return the wife, and fights the killer Whales
56 the iran.,and hiS wife can disappear.
author's porclosin.-Writing the tale. Many fairy tales have
Thee theme _
h g-hatl -deaf-watching for a-lover or -Afceptclec--rnesof gar v i
After students have rra two or three the talei silentlY and completed other
activities, they can work in reams of two or three to list as many themes or
lesson8 that they have-interpreted-in their reading. The group should decide

which theme -is most representative of.the fairy tales All the groups can:
discuss various .themes and then decide,9n.,a single theme.
Thesierpent's gride
Tnist in someone you loVe can help you throughirOcult and
fearful times.
Style refers to the specific ESC &words and sentences in a story Reading aloud
a good way.to evalune style. Does the language sound like the character
w old sound? After - reading several tales and discussing the style offables or
fairy tales, students can imitate this style in an origjnal creation. Using a tale as

sample tale:
.

.

a model, they must include a theurne, plot: and setting. It could be best for thein

to model the less complex tales They may choose to work in pairs or small
groups.-

e d tales.. The Ratim and the Lobster
the Fisherman and His Wife
The Empounded Water

age=

.

=fence

t is easier for students to write when they use their own language. Stories may
bewritten by individuals or groups. The first step of_ the activity is to .provide
.motivationOhis may be just reading a fany tale. Following a discussion, Older
students will write their own stories d younger ones will dictate theirldeast

the teachet
0 Stude '''Can retell the tale to the teacher or. to a

recorder. The retelling
;then
tild be, written by the teacher using the student's exact words. Thiswill p duce material which can be read at a later date. The retellings could be
bound' and illustrate to form a personalized collection of fairy tales for the
.

classrciont This activity can be done fiyindividuals, small groups or the class a
a whole.
/
a Students may, not like the ending of ceri.ain tales, and they may want to write

their own. Older students would do their own writing while younger ones
would dictate their endings to the teacher. ese optional endings there
would be available for other class members to read.

Suggested tales The Polar Bear
The Lake MonsterYoung Man Helps '.
The Woman Stole 1 by Killer Whales

Fisherman a

HLs _Wife

The Little Mercer

Written Conversations
Ask students to write a conversation that might take place if one of the fairy tale
characters came to their house. This conversation might reenacted on a tape

recorder so that others could hear it
Su
d tales: The Sea Lion Hunt (Blackskin)
The. House of the Sea Lions
The Polar Bear (iltizunik)
The Hying Ship (Simpleton)
The Sea of Gold Tilikoichi)

Written Inter view
Students can write an imaginary interview with one of the characters. This can

include discussion of the obstacles that the character has had to overcome.
17

rues( A NerietS Tale

` The Lake Afemster-lhe,loong
Woman Stolen .by.Kille
Fish
e Golden.,
.Ftping Ship

7& -it of Vold
The

Tr ems

Raven and the LbAster
The Troll's Datikhter

-Creating Ideas o
Changing the Speaker
Students can rewrite portions of the tales in first, second or third person to
present a different perspective, The Rai,en and the Lobster, for example, could be

rewritten from the viewpoint of either the -raven or the lobster.
:Using-the tales content, students can write poetry This requires students to
describe fairy tale events.in a new way. After they have read and discussed a tate,

.students can be encouraged to produce several types of verse.
Free verse is Unrhymed and unrestricted in length or rhythmic patterns. It is

one o the simplest verse forms. The poet may use whatever form best
expresses the intended feelings.

pie tale:

T The Serpent's Bride
A princess and a Serpent Were wedded.
It was not a comforting. arrangement.

But the princess had trust.
And kept - loving her bridegroom.
Until-love transformed her serpent into a king.
Haiku is an Unrhyrne.d, three line, 17--syllable poetic composition ofjapanese
origin. The first line contains five syllables, the econd seven and the third the
The Little Mermaid
'Sample tale:
Mermaids flit softly,
traveling blue .water trails
quiet disappearance.
al A seam' is a three line form resembling a haiku without the syllable

requirements.. Senryu might be used before introducing haiku and is
particularly good to use with younger students.
The Fisherman and His Wife
tale:
The fistZrrnan's- wife wished and wished
And was never happy
She was returned to her beginning.
.t
ended haiku. In addition to the first line with five syllables, the
18

secondivith seven and th third with five, the t

...with .seven syllables. ekh..
.

urth and fifth h-lines

A Fiqh-Statyv
Fish living on, the earth'
-ark_

Warming uptigtithe sun.
Tnritbring'ddivii into the sea
Finding Comfdrt-in.their
CifittplipS_ art Ave line pciems which resemble haiko and tankas. They. follow
cific syllabic Pattern-of 2-46:0;2?'kiinipler version with a set ntimber of ,wor for each line might bi in.OkenO-ie- for younger students. (lfirst and fifth
lines; One Word,7'seCond line, two words, third line, three words, fourth-line,

fOur words.)

Same tale:

Why the Ocea

0cean
BlaCkneSs, darkneSs

Bamboo. bridge from the caves.
---Whiter than the -mo t
snowfalls
Salty

4

The dianunte is a seven-line contra poett fomi arranged in the following
manner: One word--subject-noun,
o. words--adjectives, three words-participle (
ed), four words-nouns iglated to subject; three Words-participle ( ing, ed ), two words adjectives; one word-noun (opposite of
subject),

`Samp le tale:

The Little Mermaial
Mermaids
Lovely, quie
Swimming, singing,
Fairies of the sea
Walking, talking, living
Lively, active
.
Mortals
Rhymed Verse forms also are suitable to convey messages and tales of the .5e4.
After reading and discussing a tale, make Alst of rDyEning wordS.,Couplets or

triplets are the natural products of this activity!:
A two-firied couplets the simplest rhymed verse fiinn.-An example for,P e
Rcitenand the Lobster would -be:
The raven. won't very.smart,
For with.his lobster he did part.
Triplets. are three-lined, rhymed verses. The rhyme m y he carried-in two or
three of the lines- This verse form should be intr -iced through grcitip
compositionAn example for The Sea t f Gold would be:'.
llikoichi.fed the fish his rice,
Those who watched called him a fool.
When he was rewarded, the others did drool.

torte with numerous possibilities tbr rhyming
iu thole- is a Maur line
third and timrth ( aa,-431-) ). Other rhyming schemes
scheme~ first and sec[i
are abab. Alba. tt.)ca. An example for The_Say of Tremsin is
-Mere %Vas an impossible feat,

vhich Trernsin 'was to complete.
Overwhelmed, he tiecame tearful
Hut was Old, "That's not a task, but a trifle.
Longccorhyrned form, May he produced by combining coupleLs, riple
itian-al ns in various ways. It is suggested thatthe entire class compost: a poctn.

about one of the tales. Individuals or groups can contribute .lines. After all
contributions have been made, the teachercan work with a small group to
age the poen- lines.

Use of Fantasy
Read a fitiry title that explains a particular feature or event in the, sea world.
Discuss-the idea of using fantasy to explain particular features °four xvorld. Have
students chmise 1 fcature of the sea which interests them, and encourage them to
ire an explItifittion of this feature using fantasy: The students should share their
les; a booklet could be produced. Groups of four or rive students might work
n the fantasies.
Suggested -Mks: A Fish Star)
Why the Ocean s
trhy,the Sea Is Salt'
The Empoanded Water

'

Newspaper Aiticles
Students can assume the role of reporters and write nevus accounts of fairy tale
happenings, They need to include the who, what, when, where, why and how of
good reporting.

Telegraph Stories
After-reading and discussing at fairy tale-, have the students write a,t gr
t}pe summary of the essential facts. This will require using as few words as
possible.

Developing Editor al Abilities
Editing Retellings
Students dictate a -rewritten fairy tale into a tape recorder. They then are to
listen to see tithe meaning is clear, the story well-organized orif the words can be
changed. Valk listening, students take notes about those things that should be
changes. These changes are then made.

Checking Paragratihs
Each student lists the main ideas presented in paragraphs of retvritten t airy
tales. After identifying these the student underlines the sentence which con .tins
-1
each Main idea of the rewritten tale.
.

Editors in Charge
ve specific students editing responsibilities for a two five-dm-period. You
might have a spelling editor, a meaning editora punctuation 1:L140r-etc! These
students, aretresponsible for editing all group W'riting: Once several students are
trained to do specific editorial t:tsks., they can train 'assistants."

Ward Choice
Often students can improve their writing f y using words which an mo
descriptive, Ovid or colon- ill. Sometime they need to he encouraged tddevelop
dynamic word triage in their Writing.
.r_ rewriting an account in a fair:y tale, haDve sthdents underline words
usually nouns, verbs and adjectives) that,arc used repeatedly. Once a list is
made, show students holy to locate words in the thesaurus. Theyllicri should

itc their wort using new-words. This activity can he done in p iirs to
provide support for each individual'N editing and reference skill development:

Working ill groups; students-receive copies a portions of tales with some
words underlined. They then- supply other words which coin be used in placi:

of the underlined words.
.
Some words suggF4 images and awclations. StudomS t=an Wri e.words d
phrases that arost.Festect-by those in the fairy tales.
Sample tale:
Me ,tifory cif Tremsin
Swooped, :Friart'and glos,sy, burnished silver, thricc-lovely,
grievous wile, prowess.
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