DOCUMENT RESOME

ED 194 684 ) Gp 021 139
AUTHOR Bennett, Clifford T:: And Others.
TITLE X Conceptual Framework for Selectxng and avaluatlng

;Muiticuiturai Fducational Meterials. EKRIC/CUE Urban
Diversity Series; Number 71;

INSTITUTION ERIC Clearinghcuse cn Urban Educatlon, New York;,
N.Y. _ o

SPONS AGENCY National Inst. of Educatléh lED); Wééhingtbﬁ; D.C.

PUB DATE Rug BO

CONTRACT 400-77-0071

NOTE 105p. '

EDRS PRICE, HFO1/PC05 Plus Postaqe.wwf

DESCRIPTORS xAffective Objectives: Bibliographies: *Cognitive

Objectives: *Cultural Pluralism: Elementary Secondary
Education: Humanistic Fducation: *Multicultural

Education: *School Role. *Skill Develofpment

ABSTRACT -
This work 1nc1udes a dzscn55101 cf muitzcu;turai

educat*on ana a bibliography of nearly 1000 curriculum gquides and

supplementary and instructional aids designed for multicultural.

instruction at the elementary and seccndary levels. First, various

definiticns ¢of multicul*ural. education are examined. and commen

elements of the definitions are identified:. The definitions reviewed

are: (1) reject the melting pot thesis, (2) advocate cultural

diversity, and (3) propose that schools be used to effect a
transformation to a cnl;g;aiiy piura11=t1c society. Another common
affective modes,ard the areas of competenc;es,and skills in relatlon,
to multicultural education, A numbet ©f guidelines are then presented
fbr thé éVElﬁé*ibﬁ df ﬁﬁltiCﬁltﬁrél matérmalg for péténtial classvoom
computer search of the EFRIC sys+em. The bibiiogrqphy is arranged irn
=1phahet1cal o*der. Each citat*on s coded as to whether 1t is
cognltion,,or =k;lls/competencies. and +he grade level(a) to whlch it
trefers or for which it is intended. ERIC document (ED) or journal
article (EJ) numbers are also provided. (GC)

3+ ok o o 3 o o ok o oK o oK ok oK oo o oK R * i,iiittiii*iiiiiiiiiiii*i******iﬁﬁif**f*****
* Reproductic ie
*

K KK oo *
ons suppli by EDRS are the best that can be made *




Clearinghouse on Urban Education
institute for Urban and Minority Education / Box 40

Teachers College / Columbia University

New York, New York 10027

(212) 6783437

b

ERIC/CUE Urban Diversity Series Number T1
August 1980

ED194684

- EYALUATING MULTICULTURAL EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS

Clifford T. Bennett
Harold J. Burbach

Josue Cruz

ia; HEALTH.

G s DEPARTMENTOCY
o~ U OUCATION & WELEARE
M MATIONAL (NSTITUTE
EDUCATION
- . sien mcemo
CeiUMENT was BEEN SEESCL
S~ LHLS. g%‘;’ﬁ?u Ay RECEIVED ;i“‘;?m
o DUCE N OR GRGANLZATION OF I 20
- ThE PERSON W1 E W OR OPINIONS

ATING T poi&ISQElE SSARILY REPRE-

O DO NOT NEC 0 &
Q: zé;iTTEQDFflCIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE °©

pOLICY
£ DUCATION POSITION OF poLIC

14V




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

This publicaiion is one in the ERIC/CUE Urban Diversity Series prodiiced
by the ERIC Clearingliouse on Urban Education under contract between

the National Institute of Education (USDE) and Teachers College,
Columbia University. Additional copies will be available from:

ERIC Docunieit Reproduction Service
B} P.O. Box 190 __ _
Arlington, Virginia 22210

Its ED identification number and full ordering instriictions will bé found in
Resources in_Education, the monthly ERIC abstract journal, or can be

obtained by contacting ERIC/CUE:

This publication was prepared with funding from the National Institute of .
Education, U.S. Department of Education, under contract number
400-77-0071. The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily
reflect the positions or policies of NIE or the Department of Education.

The National
histitutis of
Edudiitiog
(S, {Rpaniinent
O Bt yn
Washington, 1) €. 20208




Evaluating Multicultural Educational Materials

Clifford T. Bennett
_Assistant Professor
University of Virginia

‘Harold J. Burbach
Associate Professor
University of Virginia

--Josue Cruz. .

Associate Professor

Yniversity of Virginia

Ml



I: Introduction

Perhaps the most serious impediment to developing a better
conceptualization of the field. Mired in conceptual chacs (Banks 1979:3),
muiticuitural education lacks the definitional clarity and common theo-

the production of educational materials. While there is certainly no
shortage of curriculum guides, supplementary texts, and instructional aids
of wide-ranging descriptions, there is little evidence that these materials
giidelines underlying the development of these heterials and the absence
of a common set of criteria to assess their effectiveness.

What follows is an attempt to Till the need for & consensus of
the meaning of multicultural education. Specifically, we propose to (1)
set forth the most commoniy accepted definitions of multicultural education
and !8) extract the core elements of meaning from each of these definitions:
This approach allows for the consolidation and systematic examination of the

key definitions that are presently giving shape to the field:

in a set of assumptions; they assert principles and values; delineate mean-
ings, set parameters, and proffer éééié; However; in many instances these
definitional elements are more implicit than explicit and hence tend to ob-
scure rather than eiucidate mesning. The issue is further clouded by the
absence of agreement smong policy makers and practitioners about which of

the existing definitions should be employed across all situations. Consequently,
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they have called into play several at once or used the one that is most
compatible with their personal value Systém or fashioned one of their own:
The ernd result is & conceptual growth pattern that is more accretive than
additive.

How, then, is one to proceed in the face of such definitional
embiguity? We believe that a measure of ccnceptuﬁi clarity can be achieved

tend, in short, that a careful analysis of existing conceptuslizations
promises to reveal hidden assumptions, uncover underlying value perspectives,
clarify ambiguous meanings and, in general, bring into sharp focus the many
elements that comprise a true definition of multicultursl cducation.

We maintain, fuféhéf, that multicultural education is by its very

nature & sensitizing rather than a definitive concept. The work of sociclogist
Herbert Blumer (1969: 136) supports this position: that concepts such as
cul’ure; society, inséitution; and the like are too complex to define with
precision. Whereas a definitive concept refers precisely to what is comion

to a class of objects, a sensitizing concept lacks such specification. In=-

stead, it gives a zeneral sense of reference and guidance in approaching em-~
piricai examples. If definitive concepts provide prescriptions of what to
see, sensitizing concepts merely suggest directions along which to look.
Following the lemd of Blumer; we will analyze selected definitions of multi-
cultural education; identify some common reference points, and look for

directional clues.
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II. Definitions of Multicultural Education

The following definitions were selected because they were
formulated by individuals and groups that have exerted significant in-
fluence in the multicultural education movement. The definitions have

Also enJoy.. widespread usage and have been instrumental in the planning

S A - . _ _ e B
and implementation of multicultiral education programs.

Federal Government. The definition of multicultural edication advanced

by the government includes the following points:
1. knowledge of cultures and subcultures, with special
emphasis on tho¥e minority groups pervasively rep-

resented in American communities

2. awareness of how spec;f:cchﬂﬁdfes influence learners'

responses to schooi 1earning situations, and sktll
in sens1t121ng professxonai,behav:or to 1=arners

3. transformation of persohai prejudices 3o that negé%i?é
blases-are minimized and;pos1t1ve appreczatlon of minor-
ity chlldren increased

4. adjustments in curriéulé to implement the transition
from the concept of meltlng pot" to "cultural pluralism"

(Howsam, et al. 1976: 23)

'7\1

'T‘nun:hcnﬂ TT'R\" - i_gn (AA&E‘E). Ehé Com:

mission on Multicultural Education of AACTE defines multiculturai educaticn

as: ,7

. education which véiues cuiturai pluralism. Multi=-
PR Q(L
cuiturai education rejectsﬁtge view that schools should

-t u

i
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seek to melt away cultural differences or the view

that schools should merely tolerste cultural pluralism:
should be oriented toward the cultural enrichment of all
children and youth through programs rooted to the pre-
servation and extenmsion of cultural alternatives. Multi-
cultural education recognizes cultural diversity as a fact
of life in American society; and it affirms that this
cultural diversity is a valuable resource that should be
preserved and extended. It affirms that major education
institutions should Strive to preserve and enhance cultural
pluralism. /AACTE CommisSion on Multicultural Education in
"o One Model American” 1973: 24(k): 2647

"-iih'h-i:l ;‘h’-’w +i‘13 ihh%bﬁ-&;h"i‘éh’iﬁ n‘f‘ LI eE__e‘h;eriﬁduegtg;G_nr (NCATE); The

standards for multicultural education by NCATE read as follows:

Multicultural ed--ation is preparation for the socisal,;
political, and economic realities thaet individusls experience
in culturally diverse and complex human encounters. These

realities have both national and international dimensions.
This preparation provides s process by which an individual
and behaving in differential cultural settirgs. This multi-
cultural education is viewed as an intervention and an ongo-
ing assessment process to heélp institutions and individuals

become more résponsive to the human condition, individual

o))




cultiral intégrity, and cultural pluralism in society.

/NCATE Committee on Standards 1979: 47

Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD). Multi-

cultural education, as defined by ASCD, is

. . : & humanistic concept based on the Stréngth of
éi;éi;iii; human rights, social justice, and alternative
life choices for all people: It is mandatory for guality
education. It includes curricular, instructional, ad-
ministrative; and environmental efforts to help students
avail themselves of as many models; slternstives; and
opportunities as possible fram the full spectrum of our
cultures. Each individusl simultaneously becomes aware

that every group (ethnic, cultural, social, and racial)
exists autonomously as a part of an interrelated and inter-
.evendent societal whole. Thus; the individual is encouraged
to develop social skills that will enable movement along and

cooperation with other cultural communities and groups.

Multicultural education is & continuous Systematic pro-

cess that will broaden and diversify as it develops. It
views a culturally pluralistic society as a positive force
that welcomes differences as vehicles for understanding. It
includes programs that are systematic in nature; that enhance
ities; and that provide individuals with a wide variety of

options and alternatives:

&




Muiticultural education goes beyond an understanding
and acceptance of differenmt cultures. It recognizes the
Fight of aifferent cultures to exist, as separate and dis<

tinct entities, and acknowledges their comtribution to the

gocietal entity. It evolves from fundemental understandings
of the interaction of divergent cultures within the culture
of the United States. If multicultural education is to achieve

~N
\

its gosls, the concepts that constitute its foundstions must

[Grant 197753/

N

Gwendolyn C. Baker: Of multicultural education, this widely recognized

expert writes:

Multicultural education is a process through which in-

dividuals are exposed to the diversity that exists in the

-~ United States and to the relationship of this diversity to
the world. This diversity ineludes ethnic, racial minority
populations as well as religious groups and sex differences.
This exposure to diversity should be based on the foundstion
thaé every person in our society has the opportunity and
option to support and maintain one or more cultures, rei;
value éyéféms; 1ife styles, set of symbols; however; the in-
divigual, as & citizen of the United States; has a respon-
gibility of contributing to and maintaining the culture which

is common to all who live in this country: /Baker 1978:135/




James A. Banks. Multicultural education, according to this leading

should be to educate students so that they will ac-
quire knowledge about a range of cultural groups and

develop the attitudes; skills, and abilities needed
to function at some level of competency within many
different cultural environmen:is. These cultures may
be social olass cultures, regional cultures, religious
cultures; and national cultures (e.g., the national
culture of Japan). Another appropriate goal of multi-
cultural education is to reform the total school en-

r

w#ill be able to experience equal educational opportun-

ities: /Banks 1979:57

III. Common Elements in Definitions of Multicultural Education

A concept, asserts Biumer (1969: 163), introduces a new way of
looking at social phenomena and thereby enables its user to anticipate
new experience. According to the foregoing definitions, multicultural
education meets both of these criteria; since it simultaneoisly provides
& new way of viewing school and society and anticipates movement toward
a new social order.

Our next task is to extract the essential elements from each

‘
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gefinition. Embedded wifhih each definition is a prescription for
change; and within each prescription lies a rejection of one set of
social conditions and & projected ideal for another. Moreover, each
definition contains ideas about how to effect desired chenge. The
definitions unanimously reject the idea that cultural differences can
be "melted" away. Both the Federal Government snd the AACTE make this
point explicitly; the others make it implicitly.
The framers of these definitions overwhelwingly agree that

American society should value cultural diversity. Hence; the notion
of cultural pluralism figures prominently im all conceptuslizations of
multicultural education; The following excerpts document this point.
"ihe transition from the concept of meiting pot tn
cultural pluralism" (Howsem,et al. 1976:23)

institutional change that "should strive to pre-
serve and enhance cultural pluralism” (AACTE Com=
mission on Multicultural Education in"No One Model
American" 1973: 26L)

"an ongoing assessment process to help institutions

and individuals become more responsive to the human

condition, individual cultural integrity, and cul-

tural pluralism” (NCATE Committee on Standards 1979:k4)

"a continuous, systematic process thet will broaden
and diversify as it develops: It /muiticultural edu-

cation/ views a culturally pluralistic society as a

positive force that welcomes differences as vehicles

Y
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for understanding" (Grant 1977:3)
¢ g process through which individuals are exposed
to the /culturel/ diversity that exists in the
United States and to the relationship of this
diversity to the world" (Baker 1978:135)
* "an educational environment "to educaté §tudents
S0 that they will acquire knowledge about a range
of cultural groups end develop the attitudes,
skills and abilities needed to function at Some
level of competency within many different ciltiral
environments" (Banks 1979:1)
As for how we are to effect the transforuation to & culturally
pluralistic society, our definers are also in agreement: it ie thrdugh
the publiec ;chocié. Conivinced that the schools can and should serve as

an agency of social change, they propose to purposively change teachers,

alter curricula, ré'c'o'ﬁétriiéf school enviréﬁxﬁéﬁ%é; and ﬁiiﬁiétei& change
the total process of schooling itself. This; they matnbatn; will help
prepare children to live productively in & pluralistic society.

But if the authors of our definitions are clear in their belief
that schools should intervene for the purpose of preserving snd enhancing
cultural pluralism; they are less clear on the Specifics of how schosis
should go about this task. Although there is genersl sgreement that o
brihg about a éﬁiéﬁ?éiii 5iﬁ§$iistic society reqiires students to be
changed in soie way(s), the question of what it i sbout Btudents that
needs changing remains unanswered: (A qualifying note: most writers 1imitsd

themselves in their definitions to a brief foreshedowing of their ideas re-

) - |
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garding specific strategies and elucidated these ideas at other points
in their presentations: It will thus be necessary to éxtfépblété the
explications.)

& careful anaiysis of each author's statements shows a pattern-

ing around three basic descriptors. The first centers on the affective.

Words such as awareness and sensitizing and phrase:s )ike positive appreei-

ation and transformation of personal prejudices comminicate the idesa that

changes in the affective domaln are prerequisite to the promotion of cul-
tural pluralism. A second descriptor 1§ cognition. The underlying as-
sumption is that basic information om multiple cultures will enhsnce under-
standing and thereby prepare students more adequately for life in a fiﬁféi-
istic culture. A more subtle poinf is that students can and should be
téﬁghf to reconceptualize society along ﬁiuf&iisiié lines. The third de-

scriptor concerns competencies and skills. It focuses on developing the

10

social skills and behavioral competencies meeded to function i a pluralistic

society: Taken together; these three components constitute mﬁtﬁéliy rein-
forcing foci mgainst which change agents can view their efforts.

To summarize, the definitions of multicultural educatioh reviewed

gbove reject the melting Dot thesis And advocate movement toward & culturally

pluralistic society. This movement can be effectéd, the authors contend,

by using the schools as an instrument of intervention to prepare thildren

society. They contend further that this preparation should be directed &t
helping children improve their understanding of and attitudes toward the

jdeal of cultural pluralism and to provide them with the requisite skills

Y
)‘.“M

to live productively amidst the diverse collectivities that make up American
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and competencies for 1life in a pluralistic cuiture.

IV. Existing Multicultural Msterials

It is obvious to the most casusl observer that there is no
paucity of curriculum guides; supplementary texts; or instructional
aids that deal with multicultural education: Countless educational
Journal articles, books; sudio visual msterisis; and simulastions have

addressed the need for multicultural education: Since the United States
is & pluralistic society,; achieving concordance regarding multicultural
curriculum and instructional materials has at best been difficult. For
materials pertain to intergroup education and race relations. Other per-—

sons believe that focus Should be exclusively on the past, present; and

future of ethnic peoplé of minority descent. The térns inNtergroup, race

ralati ons, ethnio studies, and multieilltural education are often used in-

terchangeably, but the meanings and degree of impact on the education sys=
tem varies substantially depending on which one is used: Thus, in review=
ing curriculum and instructional materials; one must be alert to the various
spheres of reference (e:g:; racial; ethnic; and national groups) that
characterize each set of materials. Within our snalytical framework this

means simply that attitudes,; cognitions; and behaviors can be considered

within any one of several terms targeted by the developers of these materials:
We must now focus attention on curriculum snd instructional material thsat
aid the classroci teacher in teaching diversity and sensitivity. Funda-

tion of what is to be learned and why it should be learned. A concept of

_'d\
('l
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fying the outcomes of multicultural curriculum (i.e., instruction), congruent
means~—activities, materials, and instructional content=--are necessary.
We will begia with a careful analysis of existing materials.
V. Procedures Followed in Examining ERIC Multicultural Materials
To determine what aﬁpfoﬁriate multicultural materials were available
in the ERIC systew for the Bibliography; a computer search was desigued to
identify multicultural documents (i:e:; curriculum guides, supplementary and
instructional aids) that appear to be most widely accepted in the formal
schooling of children and adolescents. They are in: social studies, language
arts, science; math and the arts. Sets of multicultural materials, grades K-12
subject items; and curriculum descriptor terms were identified as follows:
art materials
audiovisual aids
bi-~cultural
biculturalism
bilingual
biracial
classroom materials
cross cultural studies
cross cultural training

cultural differences



cultural factors
cultural interrelationships
cultural plurelism
educstional equipment
educetional games
educational resources
ethnic relations

ethnic studies

ethnic studies heritage
games

high interest low vocabulary
ifstrictional aids
inStrictional materials
instrictional media
instructional technology
infergroup

large type material
learning models
manipulstive materials
manuals

material development
media selection

multi ethnic

multi racial
multicultural education

miultimedia instruction

) w—bi
~{
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orientation materials

poly cultural

programed materials
programed texts

race relations

reading materials

resource materials

science wmaterials

slides

student developed materials
student writing models
supplementary textbooks
teacher developed materials
visual aids

workbooks

worksheets

From the ERIC computer base aescriptbrég 827 documents common
to multicultursl materials, K~12 subject items, and curriculum terms that
are representative of the considerable number of existing publications re-
lating to multicultural education were selected for review. An sdditional

computer ran added 1LO materials to this list.
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VI. Analysis of Multicultural Materials

The ERIC multicultural education documents were analyzed
using the conceptual model developed in the précéding Section. Table I
summarizes grades K=12 multicultural curriculum materials.
Results

A content analysis was performed on 426 materials class
fied as curriculum. The curriculum materials were broken down into three
categories: preschool/elementary, junior/senior high, and grades K-12: The
K=12 materials (73 percent) constituted the largest percentsge of the cur-
riculun materials: Because the multicultural curriculum materials were not
grade specific, éﬁe? were not Qiéiiié& according to the three basic descrip-
tors: i:e; affective; cognition, and skills/campetencies.

A content enalysis was performed on all the multicultural in-
structional materials and frequencies were obtained for five key program
areas: Table II presents the analysis of instructional materials according

%o program area end grade level.

Results
Instructional materials that were sorted as either preschool/
elementary or Jjunior/senior high were categorized by instructional program
area. At the preschool/elementary level; 47 percent of the materials were
langusge arts focused: At the secondary level; social studies instructional
materials (63 percent) constituted The largest mumber of multicultural materials.
A content analysis was conducted on all the preschool/elementary

instructional materials in order to classify each as affective; cognition; or

13




§kills/competencies. The definitions of each category; while as specific

as possible, are not without variations. It should therefore be noted that
in some instances a particular instructional material may be categorized

within more than one basic descriptor; However, the tabulation reports only
the main focus of the material. Table III reports the key multicultural

materials for grades K-6.

Results

Approximately one fifth of all the specified multicultural
materials dealt with the affective domsin: The strongest emphasis was on
promoting cultural understanding: The other key affective multicultural
materials included developing self awareness and respecting and accepting
other people.

Over one rifth of the primary instructionals focused on skills/
competencies development. The development of bilingual competencies and
§kills in languégé arts and Social studies comprised almost 96 percent of
811 the primary skills objectives.

Of the remaining skills/compeiencies objectives,; approximately
two percent included developing crosscultural confidence and skill mastery
for children to develop socially and emotionally.

A great deal of consistency was encountered in the specification
of cognitive objectives: Over 50 percent of the cognitive objectives focused
on language arts (a significant percentage deslt with bilingual reading aids):
The process of developing multicultural social skills and competencies was
fostered. Thus, the key cognitive objectives are closely related to the key

affective and _kills objectives at the primary level:

16



The key multicultural materials for the junior/senior

high school levels did not reveal a conffiferable shift in focus when cam-

A

pared to the primary/elementary materials. Table IV illustrates grades
7-12 instructional materials. B ?gA
Results '

Affective materials constituted approximately one fifth of
all materiais. Affective ﬁétefiais cited frequently included techniques
to understand better human relations; development of positive sttitudes
ééﬁééiﬁiﬁg people of native ancestry; and exposure to problems faced by
minority group members -

Eleven percent of the materials at the Junia/senior level
were classified as skills materials. Inquiry and career development skills,
along Witﬁ cross—-cultural comparative activities,; were the key skills
materials. In addition; éritiéél thinking skills féééiﬁéa considerable
attention.

The major emphaSis at the junior/senior level was in the cog-
nition category. Three components classified as cognitive items constitutead
this category. These components were cultural diversity in America, comparing
and contrasting non-western cultures; and bilingual instruction: Other cog-
nitive eﬁbﬁéée; included -an p?iéﬁ%&%ién to multicultural teaching materials

and understanding students' cultural needs. Table V summarizes the key multi-

cultural instructional materials that were genmeral to all grades; K-12.

Results y

Major emphases were placed on sensitizing.students to cultural relations;

21
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integrating multicultural awareness programs at the elementary and secondary
jevel, and veiuing objectives geared to developing appreciation of different
cultures.

Ofic sixth of the materials &t this level (K-12) were classified
as skills related. Approximately 50 percent of the skills materials dealt
with cognitive development (i.e., .language arts skills, self-help skills,
eritical thinking). The remaining materials emphasized social competence
§kills required to function and survive in & multicultural environment.

The major focus for gradeS K-12 instructional materials fell

into the cognitive category. Three fourths of the materials were cognitive
focused. These materials emphééiiea the ?6ii5§iﬁé areas: teacher resource

meterials for multicultural studies; spproaches to implementing multicultural
instructional progfémé; and iéﬁéﬁééé arts instruction in & culturally diverse

enviroment:

number of materials are not grade specific. Third, there does not appear to
be a particiularly strong relationship between materials developed and the
grade levels. Fourth, program areas of social studies for junior/seniéi high
and language arts for preschool/elementary appear to be overdeveloped at the
expense of & few Or no materials in most other 5f6giéﬁ areas. Fifth, the fact
that almost no interdisciplinary materials exist in the combined program areas
of langusge arts; math; science; and social studies; and that the quantity of
bulk of existing materials are basically designed for very specific content

purposes and; consequently, of limited general use.

)
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VII: Selection of Muiticultural Materials

As demonstrated in the preceding section; much has been
developed in the area of multicultural education. In light of the tre-
mendous amount of materials available, their selection becomes a crucial
and oritical step in the delivery of multicultural education. It is of
vital importance to keep in mind the three descriptors délineéatéd in the
firet section:

1. Affective: affords students an opportunity to

learn more about the nature of their heritage
and to study the contributions of other ethnic
groups

2. Cognition: allows students to recognize the

educational gains thet can result from cul-
turgl pluralism in & multicultural society

3. Skilis/Competencies: engenders in students in-

sons of other cultures
While using the three descriptors &s conceptual guides, the
person(s) responsible for materials selection must have & clear understanding
of the kinds bf’gaéériéié most appropriate; and must know: (1) what population
is to be served, (2) the specific needs of the students and the éoﬁﬁﬁﬁi%i; and
(3) the specific goals and objectives: Too often; school instructiomal pro-
grams are designed to match the curricula of materials available: This under-

mines the uniqueness of local settings; the integrity of multicultural education;



and the ethnical responsibility of providing children and adolescents with
the finest quality of education:

In order to ensure the greateét possibility for étudent suc-
cess in & multicultural instructional program; the educator must recognize
the following:

1. All humen beings can learn:

2. The individual must be motivated to learn.

3. Learning is an active, not passive, process.

4. Normally, the learner must have feedback and

guidance.

5. Time must be provided to practice the léarn-
ing, to internalize, to give confidence.

6. Learning methods, if possibie, should be
varied to avoid boredam &nd reinforced
through use of differential learning methods.

7. The learner must secure satisfaction from the
learning:

8: The learner must get reinforcement for the
correct behavior.

9. Standards of performance should be set for the
learner.
10. There are different levels of learning and these
take different times and methods.
The set of préiiminary questions that follows is desigred as
the first step in the Screening and Selection of available multicultural

materials. To maximize the uUse and effectiveness of the Screening gquestions

20



21

for local use, additional or more specific information should be sought
and systematically and rigorously puriued. For purposes of this document,
the guestions have been placed in the two major categories: content and

process.
VIII. Preliminary Screening Questions
Content

1. What is the general content and format of the material?

5. What is the instructional purpose/cbjective(s) of the
material?

3. To what extent are the overall ubjectives congruent
to yours? -

k. Are the materials appropriate in their use of vocabulary,
size of print, and type of illustrations for the intended
grade level(s)?

5. Do the pictures or illustrations clearly portray minority
persons, places; or cultures?

6. Are persons of clearly different ethnicity protrayed in

ciose, beneficial interpersonal relationships?

7. Are characteristics portrayed in a way likely to counter—
act stereotyping?

8. Are the materisls dureble and not 00 expensive?

9. What is the sesthetic quality of the materials?

10. Is the presentation of the materigls clear?




11.

12.

13.

i
.

e 0]]

Does the textual matter avoid negative allusions

to minority persons without mitigating explanation?
Do the materials foster appreciftion of ethnic and
cultural diversity as a positive value?

Are thé ciltu :l differerces of ethnic groups shown
as having their own valie and as making contributions

to éociét?%

Would using the materials on a day-to~day basis requice
mich preparation time by the teacher?

Do the materials provide any method of assessing the
student's prior knowledge?

Do the materials provide any method of assessing the

and objectives of the author?

Do the suggested activities promote & multicultural per-
spective?

Do the evaluation techniques apié&f to é&éiﬁéiéi& measure
the degree to which the student has mastered the goals and
cbjectives of the materiai?

Are opportunities provided for the student to eéxamine in

depth the values, beliefs, points of view, and/or experiences

of one or more cultural groups?
Is the student encouraged to dévelop and examire his/her own

opinions and values regarding cultural diversity?
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TABLE I
KEY K-12 MULTICULTURAL CURRICULUM MATERIALS
(N=426) .

o Percentage of all
GRADES NUMBER curriculum materials

Preschool/Elementary 84 19.7%
Junior/Senior high 29 6.8%

Grades K-12 313 73.5%

0N
~}
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TABLE O

MULTICULTURAL MATERIALS IN FIVE KEY INSTRUCTIONAL
PROGRAM AREAS, GRADES K-12

e
a——— P et

Percentage of B Percentage of
Preschool/ all preschool/ Junior/Senior ail junior/senior
Elementary elementary High instruc- high instruc-
B ~ instructional instructional  Honal tonal
Program Area  materials materials materials. materials

Social Studies 38 17% 56 : 63%
Language Arts 103 47% 10 11%
Scence/Math 16 7% = ==
Fine Arts 18 8% — -
Language A¥is,
Math,Scierce, ,
Social Studies 5 2% - -
Other’ 41 18% 22 25%
N/A 3 1% 1 1%

TOTAL 224 100% 89 100%

CQ.
Qi




TABLE II
KEY MULTICULTURAL MATERIALS IN PRESCHOOL/ .
ELEMENTARY (N=211)

Skills/Com~
Affective petencies Cogrnition

Number of multicultural
instructonat materials B . o
in each category 37 46 " 128

Percentage of all S o o
instructional materials 17.5% 21.8% 60.7%

vl
NS




26

TABLE IV

KEY MULTICULTURAL INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
IN JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH (N=91)

- Skills/Com~
Affectve petencies - Cognition

Number of multlcultural

instructional materials L .
in each category 15 10 66
*Percentage of I o -

instructional materials 16.5% 11.0% 72.5%




TABLE V

KEY GENERAL MULTICULTURAL INSTRUCTIONAL
MATERIALS, GRADES K-12 (N=242)

-~

Affective

Skills/Com-

petencies  Cognition

Number of mulicultural

instructional materials B -
in each catagory 27 3l 184
Percentage of all o o
instructicnal materials 11.2% 12.8% 76.0%
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