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ABSTRACT
An understanding of dialect differences goes beyond

the recognition that people talk differently; it concerns the way
dialelts differentiate themselves, the main dirfrences in the
patterns, and the method of discovering the patterns of various
diale4cts. This booklet is intended for those who neee to know more
specilic information concerning the patterns of English dialects, and
who wish to begin exploring dialect differences on a first hand
basis. Accordingly, the following issues are dealt with: (1)

observing language patterns, finding out about dialects spoken in the
commun4.ty in which one lives, and how teachers can look more closely
at the dialect differences that might be influencing what is
happening in their classrooms: (2) a method of looking at particular
diale-A patterns: (3) pronunciation differences in terms of regional
and sJcial dialects: (4) grammar differences, especially suffixes,
verb usage, and negati-n: (5) vocebularl differences; and (6) the
investigation of culturally defined language use patterns, a topic
that in some ways goes beyond the basic questions of dialect
diversity. Scattered throughout the tex i. are indications for farther
reading, and a list of references is provided at the end.
(Anthor/AMH)
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Dialf2cts and Educational Equity
1 anguage inevitably plays o central Jolt in educcuMn. It is used as a means of transmitting

inhumation and is All essential ingredient 01 the dexelopment and evaluation of particular
Y(1100(101'00 Skills. Iii addition. language is a vehicle of social identification as people react to
otw nothei based on the way thin,. speak. I he importance of language in education, coupled
with its sucial significance. makes it ,t key factor in the struggle for edneatioaal equity.

rver the past two decades, a great deal of research has been undertaken ou language
dixersity (01 F.nglish. panic ularly ainnng the ecotunnically impoverished and
ethnically and son-talk, isolated members of ollf societythose groups who speak what has
been labeled "nonstandard f-intlish." Research on these varieties has raised some fundamen-
nd social and edm animal issuesmatters th.-lt cannot be ignored by those vested with the
responsibility of ediwating off students Dialects and Educational Equity attempts to ad-
dress some of these issues on the basis of what is currently known obout language variation.

I ha 1.011) ern is the disserninatnin III mfolmation relevant to the necds of practitioners, and
the he111,1t rI this series is designed to his orientation. Each booklet is arranged in
a pirstrvrr answ Cr format with the question,. I:presenting the k;nds of issues raised by pc ac-
intoner% ill sulk eys, wiakshops. and disue.,sion groups and the answers based on current
research mifil matron addressing the I oncerns. The first two booklets, Dialogue on
Dialects and Lxploring Dialects. address preliminary concerns almtit dialect differences
while the booklets, Speech Pathoh)gy and Dialect Difference Reading and Dialect
Differences. and I fingtione Art s find Difilect Differences. .ddress more specialized
edilo animal issues At the en(f of each disclission in the bonkiets, certain other readings are
sinptested for those Whi) mak tc.o./.1 to put sue HIM illf01111,1ii011 00 a particular topic.

P1.11 (unmet, and i eseonc hers in the areas of sp Halization r nnsidered have guided the
der. oh gunent of these alums from the initial planning to the final products. In addition,

A. Eddy, ad-stal: ( onsilitams al illy ( ewe, for Applied I inguishcs, Roger W. Lilian) and POUT
ISi'd 011 1 in, e Potter, , of our staff, re, eatched many topics of
elecam e. and 51orlene la( k attended to the line details of typini. the original booklets.

tokh. ot Noti(1111 at the Lenter tor Applied linguistics,
, 11,1 he lacont and 1.111 1 OW filial 111011415ili3)i f ili Ipiil('ot.rtnon ik extended to these
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Preface

An understanding of dialect differences goes considerably heytnd the ;imple rvo,qnition that
peoplv talk differentiv Hus rect.gnititin is Hist the starting point for l.xplorviq the nature of
these differences Many people are interested or need to go iwyond the superficial perception
of dialect Wife; owes to ,,e<' 1,MA. the patterns of ionguage wt irk themselves out in the varieties

F:nglish Vtilt to1 know how dialects differentoto themselves. what the main
different es in the patterns MO. and how. to go about discovermg the patterns of various dialects
for themselves

fhis booklet is th take the ...adr beyond the casual love' of curiosity about dialects:fr need t kin ). more specific information concerning the patterns of
1-.ngb,h dialects those w. o wish tt hvg111 Cxploring dialect differencos on a first hand basis. In

lA/ orkshun,. tind discussions many people have asked the kinds of questions about
r.ltiesented Iiere In addition tho,0 people A:htt expressed these concerns. WV are in.

11411lcd :( 1 several N.11,1 11 an earlier draft of this booklet Ralph Fasold
teorgen it.k.1 )11!1.1'1,1t0 IV! o'VITIt' ii)1.,cord k";(fh.)111 111). Mid William Hall

(Centel ft the Lq..1,1k. ..f Rcading) il1 given us valtia'ale ()nuncio, that (1uided our revision
of the earlici

1)mila; Christian
Walt Wolfram

t



QBSERV1NG LANGUAGE PATTERNS

Realistically, we must admit that diifere..nt dialects carry
different social values. Because of the....,e values, some
speakers may be put at serious disadvantages in certain
situations, such as school or employment. Can anything be
done to eliminate the inequities that are associated with
dialect difference?

(0. ,I(..(11,,,() duo to diolect difference.,
h the ;1111in-once, bonxi.on the other ixotild he to

chonite the nvlotik..1' (ItAt'L'IS th,lt Oft' the ,ource of the

Elimination of. diolect ditforence, not o procti-ol solution -.ince vat-lotion
inhoront .( r(t,'tiSti( II lonquo.le Ciii,y;ider. for exoniple. one ;moll fedtwe of pro

1(111,111dgC flit. 'voi.k.01 ...mind III o kvoid Ai. (Imo or tin:
hoit piptionficed k smillk'nfIC from Ohio. conipoied

,oincone to.in Te\,:. NeA.' .ler,ev. ir Criliforilio In qo even
furdh't . think dhow tili -,1111c Spoken hv on Au-itriihnti. Wo,t
fr,,in 1 ..11,111.1. 1 Lic'rsiick. (it iron) Indio hi eoch cow. the

ht. F i IiFi IF itF r.nql1.11 pu1IIIIIICIXIifp, hut thev ww1(1 (1)1111, dif
forent The bo,ic hnt obont lonquivqe. and the certoin
vorhible teor.ire, iii 1,111.1tiotto 1,, n' id< member, (If ,ociol group, i., hosic fact

ich, nrini.T10, hkolv: hi odd 1() eff()11. h) chonite them
'th.1 dhotis tho Significonce ill diolect

, 1 : 1 1 o l o o , , , I t I quuqc dna tido, Our lortiltiow
tho Too, i. Ohl( lyt. t( thifCletlt poticin, A,

.1, ("Hi.. 'he!i the+, octillilc ,of offitudo. 01)(ifit kdiut
'n 1I1C,0 hCIICt- (11.U1'1(qt ..,6)1 Ill

Tin!' ,11 I t, N \A...1k.. thev ,pook 10,1(111,1qt. (wticrol
--''Hi H ii It (0( )up. c(otuotp

toin potter'', .1. 11...t. thorn
I 1.1.' I I k.k. 1 I !, 1 :1( t Wh.11 00111 MN(" HrtI!(11- )1pliwicut.

t- 1.1.1('W .if I* ,1 (1)111111,M

,1,1tt h 1,11,11'itt ti(lft,tolo.1,11,1
AI(

. I

t ttl,CI dI't. HI. 10.'1,111 1V! titt
;t1:11,,t1.1nt ' ht. '.t ttl: 'ttl,/t1.1,1 .tt

i[hy. 'lit 111, i!n, ,,I iht.
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, 1 I i I If II i
Oto, Ili.

! I !

How can langnaw, attitudes be changed?

!
II: I, ,!!!' I!

, I .1:

,



2 OBSERVING LANGUAGE PATTERNS

Flow can someone go about finding out more about the
dialect(s) spoken in the community in which they live? Is it
possible for someone who's never studied linguistics to do
that?

Ativ.alt, 1,111 hccullie a laiNtlatio t)h!;ervcr ximply by listening more closely to the
sp ,cti of those anwnd them In 1,ut. inrixt people an, already good observers of
language. In a skilectiv"4xoy That Is. many people will notice features in the speech of
others but what they nonce and how they interpret their observations is filtered
thorugh their attituries and assumptions. For example. adults may notice that a child
-chops the g's- at the ends of words like going or running. hut will most likely fail to
realleie drat thec d In' sallle thing It is very hard to monitor your own casual Teech,
so you will often as,uine certain things happen because of what you feel is good or
had ahriei language usage

A gori,A way to learn num, about the diolect of a particular community is through
direct otp.Airvation Pus is akin to the collection of data for a linguistic study, hut a
rigorous soentifir study need not be aimed for Reports of dialect studies i4hould also
he .1 helpful guide and .,ource III .,uppk'mentary information. Such studies of Cori
inunity loinniage patterns h shriwn the need to consider both social and linguistic
factriis in [inlet to understand the patterns ilivulvod These i,hould not he overlooked
even m a more casual 'Andy since a distortekl view of the linguistic situation might be
obtained otherwim, Careful ob,,ervation of the ,peech patlern,, of community
member, taking into a, count important ,,ocial factor,. is the most important step in
describing a dialect

there are 1 number It dIff.'ront dry,p- lh Which dialort potterw, COI'l titqlced
Hick; 11104; ihkdvo footuro, eo,.11111, vocabulary, or more general
ospe, is of loaqiiatIA' t()IIII),Iralq two group, for ,,moilooties and differences,
olternant pattern., fi e when, group does one thing and the other group does.,av Hain! II ea( ii area They can tie documented by examples
from h wortihi'r, OW group,,

What social factors should be considered?

e., have found beiween rirocips',look., 1,1tiglio te I ff
,),10 ,( ellinir group ini.rillwrship.

and ge44gi.rpho, i41 ih'4111(1', III Ihi"1() II) ole grwii,
;0114111age p that an' dilf.11('III fr,/111 a group of feeilager, cri,,es.

114't 041-W ir , ton, language patterns th,it are 11,1r,wtil:titic of their

.1.re 011.1 the ,1.1, Cd thrItc,". duniinsh, us they get older Slang words art'
i1l1 ",.11111)1c till hIII,ihIv ,1,1(1, LifIglt,110 .111(1

11114,, on. loon, pounint rrninlin,Ir features as well In otl er cases, the rlif
felon, e. ,hre ,irourc, tem from 4I:Ifererit language p,itterns that hay,'
heel! .1 wiled Ind V. Ii Ii. 11.101 11allied inore an 111(6k-111,11s lift, In a

ot the older gown kvi'lo ftianti
f" 111"!,'0111, 4' ! .111,1 11.114 kylilloitot of) r of tin, 011,1 v,,,,

otI ,4l 1 ill Ihe wo),(1,, Flip;

1: .10 '.,111,111,)qc 11,c oiliminioy are 411,11011

441 ler 41,-1p H It (1'111(11(9i.

.11;.1 OLl being .14 (wired II I'Il'l W1'1.'11111, Ally
!II! 14' f ii toi (otc,i,fer ((Iwo e 01,111111111 the king ,iire 1),11



OBSERVING LANGUAGE PATTERNS

terns of a community. Sine(' differences typicolL exist between age groups. This means
that characteristics of childien's Imiquagk' in a community should not be inferred from
the speech of adults only. hut that a holanced picture of the dialect should he based
on the speech of members of different age groups

The other social factors socioeconomic status. ,CX, ethnICity ran operate in
sunilal ways within a community so tl.at linquktic and sotial differences are often
found to correlate (Region as a social factor usually distinguishes between corn
munities in differ, :it geographical areas In additi)n. the dimension of style in speech
has proven to be significant in investigations of language patterns. Speakers control a

range of patterns from which they choose, dopeildilui how formal they think the
situation is. With an intimate friend someone might say .;ornething like whatcha feel
like dom., wath a casual ocguamtance it might be what do va feel like doin., arid in a
formal context. the sentence ought seund like what do eau feel like doinq. This is an
example of how protium' :non might ch Inge according to ddfcrent styles, but you can
also observe differences in grammar ano vocabulary The most regular patterns h, '0
been f uun d to occur in the more co-,nol patterns of speech where there is less attca
tion to the language forms being used

So, in observing language patterns. it is nnportant to keep in mind the social fac
tots that interfa i. e with differences in language forms While it will be instructive to
sample a range o. If that is possible. the best one for observing tlw natural
language patterns of a oirtr Witty l' ccl'Altd 111, )(le.

Teachers have to deal a lot with language and language-
related matters in their daily lives in the classroom. How
can they look more Closely at the dialect differences that
might be influencing what's happening in their classiooms?

In foci. teachc, he( .11C ,f the wort< they are caned on to do, often want to know
more ahout the language patterns of the community from which then students come.
They C011 I(H)li iii dotoil at the actual speech oi their students in the clasroom for one
source of data Pits may seem like a (11'w( task. 'liven the other things to he ac-
complished in the course (.1 a day. hok,:ever. with lanquaq, at the base of so many
clas,,room at tRities. it can be 111.)-,t enlightening It is 61,4) impodant to iavestigate
situot.ons (lityde the sc hoid ( onte\; as well where language is being used hy students
and other members i)f the ,mimunity lhis will provide . more balancer' picture of
the dialect Althongh It will he for leachers to exantine snect-h patterns in a
genecal way. they w';II cc ,st Ilk Iv hit'e identified certain f ohm's that they hay,'
no. , h in-,Ionce. a stilirtnie that m-nr-, iii the writing (lf

judt)111 ,,f IlliCte,t I he tt..o, hog (.<111 ()IP-Wive the `,RI(
d1,10/(1111),. it the ...trip tine pdrt (1 the sp(dom (halt( t

leors speech patterns to

Flow can you tell if a language difference is a real speed or
language disorder or is simply part of the dialect of the student?

Ii ynici IHilli,111!h hi cii frrmi ,lolt,'r,'co on ()Ile 1110(1' ire that can rehed
c!. ',on. If the ....pee, h pattern, in glie,lion molt Ii the

.!, t!,. 10.,1)1 thi. ,11.1,1ouk tul),' Own Ihoil ft') toflect a
lii' ill.: hi-, 0., that II ".erVe

.thel 11,111(1. the spot., 11 of a -.indent does not
0,, then the .tudent 1110'; ho, It, 0 '1I'llt1111/' l,ii ttilltt(te

I/ If I III, t To , ii /'.11 / I, It II WI ttl, t Ott III It /Isn't niiinher 3, Speet h

II1.I11



4 LOOKING AT PAH FICULAR PAT-FERNS

Path() low; I The feature obout which the question of difference versus disorder is
roised Mal,' hove to he examined (pity thoroughly before 0 decision on its status is
reached

One nupr ctont point shoukl he kept in mind while observing the language of
studenk. porticulorly those wilLt spook iionstendord dialects Given the orientation of
school:, to stand,rd English usage. it would be eosy for a teacher to interpret the chi
ferences from standard English in students speech as "'mistakes." This should be
carefully e7.,tded Dialect differen,:es that may he noticed are not instances of poorly
learned qrcr r retarded language develop! nt. they are the products of rules
which aro just os n'quLlr and ..,ystemanc as the t'S of standard English In fact, the
observer will not Yfort.k, exoctly how thew feat es should be used unless the rub,s in
olved have ben figured out or ore known St.,ne features a teacher may not know

how to u tie elt dll

Suggested Readings

Phirohst:c Not'on. edited by Margaret A [mine and Noncy Conklin. provides a
collection of arti, les that deal with dialects and educotionol issue:, Within these, there

considerable information provided obout specific dialects. as well as discussions of
their social significance This .olunie can he consulted for a more detailed treatment
of many of the tssues roised in this first wction "Die question of the impact of in-
formati(in aboat dialects atidres,ed by Roger W Shuy n -The Study of Vernacular
Block English os o Fat tor in Lcincationol Change For those interested m how a
t. hinmial tuk of .1 dialect community miuht be conducted. a detailed report of how a
l Joe scale investigotion lk a, done can be found in Field Techniques m on Urban

?der W LThuy. Wok Wolfram, and William K Riley The topic of
social factors in language soriati,in covered ii, detoil in the fourth chapter of Walt
Wolfram and Ralph W i)f Synal lhalects ri Ani .con English
I-Thc `.-. )(lid Variable-)

LOOKING AT PARTICULAR PATTERNS

Suppose you notice a particular language item that one
person or several people seem to use repeated',. Is it
possible to check out that one item without going through
the whole process of looking at all.the dialect patterns?

ht n; ,11):-1 I h in the incestig..ion of (halo( t differences is a
pani,111,11 stni, tures In fat t when too many features

hi' exani n.j it thc same time 1 n,01 dargi,t exisk foi IY)th prdvyaim.il and kon
cmuninnn toc nniquo Nih hy linguists is to select

pair. ii iOu hill' ink ,..11!1( tot, in detail and then num..c ri) the In
cdow linuton(qp., ill

;!' ,,t a conch: it mi Tro,c, dcntiol h if an al wore
1, ,)HIT

I hn,t ,n,t int teIA -onlplk
fIro,11,1, de,/ !lilt", and they

CspiliCHIC qm.vmr. diet.; .111)Indi II their invc,,tigoti,rn

1



LOOKING AT PART!CULAR PATTF.RN

1110111111,M

of languoge struo tures. anyone can significont observotion, about language pat
terns The procedure begins WhVII an itein in the speech of son-wont, (including
o.orselves) I. noticed F r ri the context of o southern school setting, we min;
heor ,oriic children using forms hke He home today or lion our Our attenfirm

to the foct that. other speakers might ust, I s f-,c»m. today or You're out in
these contexts, (hnd we decide to, investigote this structnre furtlwr '`.../e start hstening to
()cher children in naturol speech situotion, stich the playground oi in the halk,ay
tin old0r I() get 41 ((1.111(1! '41;1,-.. (1f s1)ch) Basically, wc: tan listen for these structurii.s
inywhere (hot languag, is used III o notural woy Our furthel investigation suggest.;
that tIi forms ore nirt it;. o the tongue,- ,n)co they all' f(W1141 hi the speech
of ()the; community members Flit, indicotes thot we an, dealing with o 10n9Uage E.:At
tern that deserves o stort writing down on three by five cards some of
the exomples hoor in the no(uro! use 4>f ionquoge It is particularly :rnportant to)

,othor thI rç ydely on memory It 100k back at
the data and gives us os the orgoinic111011 spe: ific patterns.

Once you observe a particular structure, what else do you look for?
Hi..te ate sc!cemi basic question, cyhich gith.1( II hnguistic anolvse,. In terms of

dilit't I OW Clistn, I >I) (0) whot ttants (wcur In Other dIalOCk
itC(11111Cd9V corretipondCnceI ,Ind it)) the 1,mds of strut tur' Fl tivh!ch
klin .-ur, 'With Om, fl iiI IOC', R'Infn ki c\dnink--. ()ft tc hum(' to hiv
Yeo out Atli reletem-e hi Ow :-Iiiresponnence forms. WC' nb-01 Oldt till' (1'0100
IJ quostl:m (1()- n)t teq. t rn '4011(101,1 rnighZ IS or ARF In
other 1.k.Aud. the ,entence, I)ome i'oduy and Yob out would -oirc ,pond h I ie's
home onti rt. -lit In .1 1., NinpdrObit vk' F.11(111,11. Our hr,t ques
hol . then is cir..cceied faith; sunp;c li,r this yoci ,ty the difference lies in the presence

cortam t'm rE be 0, opposed to their oh,ence (In other cases, th, cot
re-pon,leut con twc, ,fistinct items or wt f item,, niftier than d Rdatinll
sinp prt'sCnt

`,0( ,n1d httlk' tnii difficult beraii-4, 1 hiquirkiii, kinkinil of the
loniviono contet ton: Che (Ille`40(4I1 ;,)1 this khdifft Ctri.1(Thy('
Where can a speaker manifest the absence of be? At thy. p n1. v turn to unit ex

ijR ,111,1 tot,. where the olt,,etice ol he' NkOt (Went" Alf Mg
kAo Iflk ii hk..p,,tht'`-4'`, lb )1 ch; ,Ncl; ti,114i

te,1"1.1 ponein .0.ork ogiiinst Ow data ,u1,1 reformillotmir 0.4,I11
mean ,In ot ,onie doh;

,11, `.-;tipp,, the of the

)t /I,I():
hl'L'

hhr ?Pt('

ir,!it;,1
r

A/1.w

! f, Inn!,1 I

"'11,--111 ,k)1,/
u HICICHI f/1!!!!--, ti 4.

t(Llt ,) I' tnnt ii 1 n
ii1 ,14,'

11(' 4;111 '111111(i I III' 14 ,/(!t, t(4. IP)
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LOOKIN(; AT PARTICULAR PATTERNS

amples such as He wants to home) or should be here now. (i.e. no examples like
He should here now) This means that the pattern is lii. ited to certain constructions,
namely Ow conjugated forms of be

Continuing the search for further restrictions, we notice that there are no ex-
amples of be absence when It would occur in standacd English as was or were, that is,
in the past tense We look at our data closely. checking out this hypothesis. This
restriction turns out tc be supported by the data. The absence of be thus appears to
be limited to present tense, coniugated forms

Ale look further Can we limit it more? We can consider the subjects that occur.
An examination of the data shows no cases of absence with the pronoun t,as subject.
Is this lust an accident or is thi; a !cal pattern governing this rule? From oT data, it
appkiars that it mir.ht be a genuine pattern, hut in order to verify it we probably will
need more examples with I We may have to start ;istening again, taking down ex-
amples with I As we do this, we collect numerous examples, such as I'm first. I'm tak
ut<l it home. etc Fhe fact that the verb form always appears when the subject is I

leculs us to conclude that absence can correcpond to IS or ARE, but not AM.
«mld go on. and there are some mor.. details of conjugated be absence

which actually mmld be included in our final analysis The important point here is that
,v,teillatICdtk. pri,ceed. makmq a hypothesis and checking it with the data. We must

tw willing to let the rule orneNe hom the actual data rather than our first impression.

What if you don't seem to have enough data to answer certain ques-
tions which come up about an aern in the course of your observa-
tion? What do you do then?

ci,r .01 que0011; do come up which weren't anticipated in the original
oli,,ervation, With tape recorded speech samples. tw can simply go back and note
(%.riain thrio. 1,c'e d,,in't look at preciously With observations mad i. in other ways, we
may .1 to ii ic i [wire data hi (mr example with be. we needed go back and

tUit it it .,h,tth the ppmmin I very closely, to see if any absence of AM occurred.
;! tw!)-. (wt. !hi-, I,,nil»),tratt-, on important point about )1-)servirig forms.

When looking for a pattern, you can't look only at those cases in a
dialect which are different from another dialect. In order to get an accurate

thu'l 10.1k it the .11)0( t of snuilarity as well ds differences between them.
wally have to look at all kinds of cases with be in order to find the pattern of

14. absent k'
. the .t.1ht ) it i proVute t.tioligh instances of a par-

, Him son, tia,. 1 1.), (14.1I't tidy(' ..1.mlIfth p,ICIltidl cases of be

k I (,,mc whotl,ci Ole dt),-.0m e of AM lakes place (nr not.'
ne mii,t (it the ,,aversatii ins WhIdi serve i the data elo not inv,dyi, first
ill - i,,t111`. Ii .1 like supplementary data con by useful

( )11e ,Wttl!tit HT.-, of toles is to 0.i,k quos
ins thoi Me potential Iii i ertimi ot, ut !--;(), we might simply

1),1-onaI kv)111.1 1,\11.:( led to he tn wet e I in the first per
Itc t king I It; itt h( hi', .thocily doe,,n't qudirmitce the

, ,it ieTtain Ho-. lint it tia, heel, nied numlwr of different
Ii

It ceitain forms ointo 'ertain

1,)1')0 iwon tlt.ut Idco is tu set
.1 th,1! !! tc' 1111 I ,i111,11l1 (Hit' i the hfi i 1 (lu,";ticin for ex

1,1 ld un IN' -,11h11'ct 1,, 1. wi might

!IP 1 I ilii)ii I c 'A111111111', wtitenw ii mu) first ier,,(>11 t i fit st person

1 1)
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PRONUNCIATV DIHTREN(

in the response !;peokers f-::m the community Coo be orented t the task using sam-
pli"tems unreloted to the forms in question (e (.4 , There are some sentence's that I

u int y(ul to change ike tho, I will give .1 sentence 10-. He went to the store and you
s..y I went to _he store. tool 'MOO they dre presented ',Mlle MI fillIltH WHICH CeS with
tl.c' form In question (k (.1 They !louiq to the gorn,. Response: 1m wing to
the (Ionic. km) rhew games ore not porticulorly difficult to construct, and they can
give occess h soi w forms impih-tont for the descripti(in floweyer, it is important to
tve this kind (4 informotion only ds supolementol (foto. since this 'word game. .:itua
him doesn't always give the. some results os ordinary speech to hond vmtt. Aher ddta,
In oNoVer this direct dirikiti in of structures can mdke an important contrihution to our
understoudviq of porticular featuies

How do you know when you get enough information? It seems like
you can just go on and on getting more information, but you have to
stop somewhere.

rhe problem I ii deciding when you hove enough lidtc1 Iti difficult for anyone
undmoking andlysis Rosicolly. y oi w.uit enough (foto to get to the point where ad:li-
tiouol (foto doesn't odd Ink:thing porticolodc"lew to the WOlersionding As a guiding
principle. -0.me, rescorchcis use ohout 4 minute. :() on hour (4 free conversation as
tho iisis fnr iii i.logilok( ..-;ottiplo nofurol <peer n foi one speaker Ar. o proct,cal
( ut (iff n (int of live pookeis in a given sociol coregory (eg (loss urhon Bloc*
teeiouied iiitlis. 1111,11 Appolochmo fcioolo,, over ()O. iC I IS sometimes used eis
a hos., for studying the sociol Oororileteis if Teech Obviou,dy, these (+Mounts Mot/
n(4 oley oppropriotc but they or(' typical of (kilo hose, Ihot hove resulted in
sIime l.eak represciitou.,.

Suggested Readings

}pike linguistic pothqns t iii he .11V1',..Ivtolcd 5 (von in
tho `-;.(( !Al Ow third Wnlfrom owl

Hut Amenoi,1 Po,. provides .1 detoile(l
1h1, 1.1.4..1 ti ohtow rer,1011, .1)00' lidtd, I`, %ken (1`, soul(' , Ii

oht.r.irmg !1i'., Methods hit nivestpiming differcnces
R,,qcr '/I`) werwq Ih.dock welt I tho

1),111. !ILI! 1110101i t111111", 1-.)loopu II 1..0,0 ,1 buct
Lit.1 on11

PRONUNCIATION DIFFERENCES

Dlect seem ti) differ considerably in terms of how words

1

art. pr:irf)tittced. Flow widespread are zironunciation dil-
feretwes?

,,--, .!lt,1, . .1r.. 1! oHmtIt.. Ow m.):.)] r.I.1. I,) Ow 1pt,11,11 kholt.I I -.. .4
it, ,,,,,., 1,,,,1 (1,,,,., HI.,Ion, o , ,1!, ii.1.1t,..1 h, Ow pi.,11,,ill hoilli, .(1 (ii

. ?..In' 1,1.1,, ll(i. !ill( ,.. 'M. ,),iiiit ill,iuk, . lin IA i; i (lr".hilquirliiii(t ii"11"il
4". di ' . 1:'. .1i.'il( OW ill ICI ill, of the sociol dial..(b,

... )
_



PRONUNCIATION DIFFERENCES

1.1.,wever regional and .al Phid.intkis cannot be divorced from each other in pro-
nun,lollim. they go hand n Lind in the establishment of different dialects.

Pitii )tiiii ,I..fference, Ii plimunciation are widely rocminiled in our society, they are
not alwai;s thought of 111 terms of particular -rules of pronunciation Popular labels
-,uch i "drowd." "twang "nasal and "flat" are sc)11101111es liSed as (I)VO' terms for
different regional pronunciation patterns In most cask-, these labels are used to
110`.11. I Ihe au ivt'riH rather than anV particular pattern of pronunciation.

What are some of the major vowel differences in the dialects of
English?

ettil 1./t11- t.,t,inti mit in terms of regional ariotion lii
Anioni .11 1 Fnulisli ()lie pr:)miniii pattern involves the vowels in wi rds like time and
ha/ In ll'rftheI dl.ik'tt.. the "I mg i" in words like amt.'. sifk'. and p;e is actually the
iiiI pioductli (bilk' something like the vowel dui (dictionary n)
ond ,m ,owy his the ,iiund cc (dictionary The ,;ecmi(f vowel sound
glides off the hr,t. Mat t.me is produced something like tiii7m. pie as pelJ, and side

,uuthein dialects ior dialecti, tif outhern origin in the North), the r
glhling vowel ina ldunii hited PrsHiunciations such as lam for time. sad for side.
and pa ft 0 pc. thi, difference although the o(tual quality ot the n may vary
i)nsiderably Minn of hot to (7 of tuther) This pronunciation tends to he

pri,rument 'Alio., the coll.-Amon( is voiceles, (like I. cn, It. n, so that it
vutild inuh, cunimun 1;1 1 v,o1,1 sitle than In One like sIght. in tile sarne way,
Me it hot: ond Hol!. way he elh-ninatod ',Mlle southern dialects, givin( a pro-

diu-tlunory (Ten rt) anti hnt reTectivelv. The l.dimina
lion of the ill. le., with t' IS 1 (only ii.;tabhslied characteristic of many
dialects 1 In the LNI 'nth (Mt. ul the characteristics usually included under
the 1,1)4.1 .11 a .,vtithil,1 ii

All, '01%1 s,,lt p reitiunal 1;01'1011ot, is the (hfferync.,, between the i
hit) ,ind the e t t ii hco Bohm. ,1 nasal siich (.1`, ii, the dif

twistecn the,' !1i. he elanmoteil ',l'uthorn dialects This
that Item-. 'l.Kt* tilld ten cittliti he pronounced the

.1,1111d hi,
IR. W.) oit /k hit!, Ill ,

W114101)1 Ikiugraphic ihstribu-
ii.,,i t'ai i,ot; in I`, lilt' pen

001 '111111( t'h I )li-, V`iktkVi r,inge III variation,
ow.; y.;, ,,1 ,) I/I I (lit. Ilonary )3) of

1101,./ !the ,4ter) This
if\illeu/ ii.giu! 01 dialect.- The front

-,11. 1 .1, (11111.' 14'1111)11rii v,inotiolis Pie
I, e 111,,u ih,10 th,1f fuo the ()pen v

y011,01.,11 iiiinethele.... The oci 1.1 hence uf this
101.11.11,11, hi.h, ah,(1 IM

Htl.t*. t t!,t"t ill"!". '.1!" I .' 114 t 11 ,1-, Mei? ri, 111,1

I I. !.1,' t,- I 1-H-'- 1,111i it 0H Mice items I(, the th,-,tini I Illy

ld" I wi OH- 110)1011,H, vi ,dich
.,1 h ho.- III.' .1 1, n '1).111!-Ji 1,1 0 HA.'

,,\ 01 , t,I ttt 4, 1,, 110, ;,1

tt,,t p.tlit'011 Ittnr ,) irk '1111111'1111h,- Ill
ht ot 1.1 v,.,111,i 1: ed vi,vel ot

thew v I 111,1 11,t t (,11t11',1 Ill e lin, I
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PROM INCIA HON DIFFEI-aiNt

If the vowel difference-. are linked mostly with regional dialects,
what :watures of pronu nciation are related to different social
dialects?

Consonants arc probably more prominent than vowels in distinguishing social
dialects of Friglish t ,wvver, consonant differences intersect with regional patte.rns of
vctrieti in. lust as re(Tonal vowel differences intersect with social differences. Three
reas of pronuma mon differences relating to consonants have been widely described:

th sounds, r ii I I. and consonant Holds Hien! are many othe; consonaat dif-
ferences as WCH. .41wr works con be ctinsulted for more detail

rh sounds. -)mhabl..; the nuist widely recognized social iifftlencc in consimant
usage is the prtmunciation of these. them. and (how as the stereotypic dese. d(.'m.
dose At the hoginning of the i,kA)rd, the th may be pronounced d, a stop Cons()
limit The th ,,nund C cf th!nk, thank. and throw is different from the th of these (the th
in think is voiceles,. while the th in these is voiced) The voiceless th may be pro-
duced something like t (tai ,. tank. tune) although it is not exactly the same. hi
general, the d tor th ii these is more comilum than the t for th in think. An interesting
1-0-,V/ItTh finding alit ti too th the fact that veriou . social groups actually differ in

frequently this prtminiciation is used rather than its total absence of presence.
Middle c lass groups ma, use this pronumi.dion sorrIC eXtent in casual speech while
working (lass go mps simply use it more often This research (riding counters the
popular sletetItype that working class speakers always use d fot th and middle clas$
standard F.Oglish speakers never 1Ic. A number of 0.,:onunciation dit(eicn, ,Nre

tuolly inonde,,te,1 In Oil', llOS: ,M1,11 classes in our society.
In (11hCr WMII. the 01 1141V taki.' MI different pronunciation

hatacterhth s In the mid,lle tr ot the end of a word, die th of outhor or tooth may be
pronounced 1. n .iniw or toot m wonk like brother and smooth.. n may occur
ihroeuh. smool,.) Hu-, pit cininclotion most typically found in working class Black
Cfinin11111111.- 1.001 Olt f pionunciation more common thou the use of p

r and I. A reg., )nol ond significont pronunciotion,: ore also
found In the i 011,1! Aftet 1 %.1)wel. OP! t mov be lost. ond VOWel

HI mot; Hk,.. ;t, pld", cu or Ion' pronunciations for cut ood
1unr It, ivjct cl -,1 thy. ,..atianoo MOW, OW ,(), olkd "r pronunciation
,d a woii p.c., !of ( foi story The / following a Vowel may behave
lckc r nrkl Hill may hi prflic,ctili(Vd ymiCticing liko tObtl or Bill
And in hc l.it tompletelv. Inclidlnq the / beton, p (hey for

e.,ct Hi .111 I :111.1 ciltloomm. crc lii ilt, I fni the most poit with
-"lion and Ow.. tend ti mow signifit onl . in northern urban areas than in

, ;,, ont, \t
consonant blends. ( 0' tad, piominciation that ha, licon cx

, .:111!hlti)i'l', ,,111( 11),, ill, hlenilmq con,onants at the end of
1W !, k.t.1 Irs,./ jimi 00) nil ru't 1.' re, , , Itn owl Ill t (Ir q11)111-,5. the final
1,e,.1 :11,1V. 14' 11411 the next wont begins with i tinsonant

I t.,0`.h 1Wrikt'l will -ik.! th1114)`
..1,,h11 4 .g., 1, 1 'fill.' l ii OW kr-. ii 1111,11 (,)tr...(ctiotit

kOh'h th- hoic.eY, . hut two, hke-we,:entl.
h intqc ty(cH ci 1)1 ClCCttliIIJ t (Lin

t! Al I. 1001'11011v pro nment III woikniq class li.ok

11 ith.le cli hh'Ittls .0 Ow 011.1 It 1., Idintl.d t,1
th,it cii h .1 h c. t pl.wc with I ct tmh I (,mhilloticm..,



I() PRONINCIATION DIFFERENCES

of (hese bloals So it does not affect items like .sense or waltz, which do not end in a

,top combination (they end in an S soun(l), nor does it affect items like col. jump,
thank. or quip where the first consonant is I r ni or n and the final member t, k, or p.
Finally, it should be noted that this rule affects words in which the consonant blend is
formed by the odditoin of the ed suffix as well as those where it is a part Of the "base
word So, an itern hke named. formed with an st blend as In MIS/. or talked (actually
promiunced (1s tolid) or harmed (pronounced hand) would be afk'cted by this rule,
making them ails' talk'. and ban'

Are the re pronunciation differences between lialects other than
consonants and vowels?

I here are certainly other pronunciation differences in addition to simple cons()
now and v( wel patterns For example. there are some aspects of pronunciation which
may affect a whole syllable. Syllables that are not stressed within a word may be
eliminated Iii casual speech. practically aH speakers of English show this pattern to
SnI110 extent, as indicated m pronunciations such as 'cause for because and 'bout for
about This rule. however. may be extended considerably beyond these kinds of items,
affecting It0111', rariqiuii fri mi 'lecIrWitl; fLa t'h'('IriciII) and elphant for elephant to 'tatoes
for potouws ond 'nwmher fmn remember

How about e7pressive features of speech? It seems like you can
really tell people apart by the way their voice sounds, like where
they put emphasis and how musical their way of talking is.

Uharactenstics such as -k..etice quality'. and "inflection" are often mentioned in
popular ills( ussiolis of social and ethnic differences in English dialects Although such
niferences are often vague an,1 impressionistic. more specific reference to voice quality
may in( lude qualities such ;1 yolck' "ra.,piness." high and low pitch ranges, and
geneial En a large extent, these qualities mak,/ he quite individuaktic

newever sine features such as voice raspawss may Also he molded hy community
norms / icr exang,le i stylweel use of raspiness ornomi rilack males has been suq
gcsted III some pn.hininory studio,'

Othei characteristics havO T0(-01vcd a hit nunie attention, but ihe TO`Vi.tch base is
ii((t exhaust!, e Several studios have suggested that the range between high and

kikk. pitch nsed In Black comminuties 1,, greater than that f( Wild ITI miporahle k,A/hite
ommunities this comse, kvould he a culturally learned behavioi, mid totally

unrelated tele ei....ocal loco ( hie study also suggests that women in American society
tvpie ally hove 1 gri ,itcr pitch range distributed over a sentencc than du nen. l'his
kind eet toll h distrihuneen over a senteace is what is commonly meant by the popular
relerene e Fe, !nt101, to in iIthoiiii linguists refer to this as intonation. [Inn, again, the

h o is tot iliifiretwe
al(( c is,,,h1c. im the ihythin or -hook- of syllablos 01 1 sentence to vaty

1 eiglish ti;pie ailv (mos extio pio11101C:ICC in 1110 lkH ad,. in Haase and tends
.1.111 egether- the other sellahlys Lw iii ci Pill."' ""ii is I 'cr'il tic th'' ' t("-t(''

Pomit an I 0' )?(' Int ih gleater prominent than tht' other parts ()Owl lang
(nay give (r. egtml tse.it ti ooi h ot the syll. lit, in th."4'1110I1( cr, III I h' went to tne

I II , the mpr ol hoppm to the speaker who has learned the
reigns/. liming .,',;',IC11 !WIC( i. nf I Illtfl',11 lulfh10111 hm) 1,11Igni1(10`,

\A.011 odo '41( h 11111410ln T' ii then divtlnn, other., influenced
'1a11 i,1. and the,,,. .p.iken iii Ainetit dO 111(11011 (1)110111111110'. iii th0 `..S(Illthwect May

haV0
I,)



GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES 11

It is safe to say that current knowledge of pronunciation is much more extensive
with respect to basic consonant and vowel patterns than it is with respect to the more
"evressive" aspects of pronunciation Much more research is require,l in this area in
order to come to firm conclwions about he exa(:t role of these factors in dialect dif-
ferences.

Suggested Readings

A more comprehensive treatment of pronunciation features is given in Chapter Six
of Wolfram arid Focokrs The citudy of Soria Dialects in American English. Informa-
tion on pmnunciation features of specific iiiak,cts is also available. including
"Phonological Features" in Appalachian .*eech by Walt Wolfram and Donna
Christian, and "The Simnds of Black Fi.glish- by William Moulton. There are also
numerous articles on particular pronunciation features included in the journal
A merican Speech

GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES

How do dialects differ in areas other than pronunciation?

Differences between dialect, are aku found in aspects of grammatical usage. Gram-
mar in this sense., refers to the structure of words and sentences in the language. For
example. the auditioa of s in a verb form to mark agreement with certain types of
subjects lit walks compared to they walk) is a grammatical pro«ss. a he change in
word duangement t sign l! the difference between a statement and a question (from
Yot. are ;wing ti) Are voii ;10111(41

DOI I k'tlAWI'll dialects in the area of grammar are generally more noticeable
socioIly than those in pronunciation Studios have pointed out that nonstandard gram
motif al features more ()hen c)rry social stigma than protium ration Pronunciation dif
ferences tend tn be more !caddy tolerated. particularly regional "accents-

III toms of the nyeroli s :stem of English, the areas of difference between standard
and nonstandard dialects arc relatively few To a large extent, the vammatical
systems of all dialects of f.nglish arc Ow same There are certain areas, though where
divorgem likely to oco ii 01, of Ow plo( where o deol (if variation is
foodul in the suffix,., (short forms that attach t,, tile end.; (4 lig/rd.-0 rile
lamiklage his 1 n/RAI mi ire hillited ()IRV had, hilt there 1.-; still considerable
diversity among dialects in their use of stiffixi", These suffixes indicate certain gram
maul al meanings if( intl.,. and tn if',.er extc111. 04g-nVi..; and adverb', And
VI( Ie.-Watch the Ill't/Iy 14 I nghs.11 indicati, that vanatioi. In the f4

qtatlIt11.1tlf ii '1104:er r, ri a Ter 411: development lexi,.ting ii Fn(iland ,1!.;

liefore of the hut( (I !"-:itote,,I

It seems as if there are a number of differences among dialects in
how vei are used. What happens to suffixes on verbs?

11 pattern VHICII. cort,sin ,-.111fixe,-, may lie oh,,elit on yell)...
!he,: woul.l eNpe( ted ii .1,111(1.rtfl f roglnho 1.0,, often sufhse,, may he 'IWO

ill rla( h '0, or' .-aandard
(on he mow hilly iii tenni'. nt

1 '7



12 GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES

Several (4 die suffixes affect verbs in the standard English grarIlli ti

well OS the n(mstandard English sl;stern One is the -cd suffix which is used to mark
past tense (in verbs in cases like thev walkeil and they have walked. This ending may
he absei t. to a greater or lesser tent. dependwg on the dialect in question. AS
reported III the last section. however. this difference is really 111 the area of pronuncia-
tion, although it affects grammatical form It has been found that all speakers will oc
casionally omit this particular suffix in d selltellCe like Yesterday they walk' four miles.
In sow(' cocially defined dialects. the may be abseil t more frequently. and in
cases hi% 'i'esterdui,- cher (calk' a 1(4, It is more iwticeable This lwAher frequency and
wider distakition of usage gives the unpression that speakeis of these dialects -drop
the endi ig of words.- and has even led yirne people to claim that such speakers do
not know what past tense 1, Researcii has amply denumstrated. however, that this is

c()Monili Ian' tilat are In some dialects. the process is used more frequent
Iv than m others. but the past ton, .irahng dues occur in at least some instances and
so it is 'known- by si yokels

Die other suffix that allot k vorb is the s. Hied 111 the preSillt tense to mark
agreement with o.irtain sli)kll-ts (third person singular present tense -s), a` ill the
dug hirks or the child plu.A in the .pco.:h of mombeis of workmq class Black corn-
111111101es. OW. suffis 111.1, Ob.-Alit '.c i lu,ii he go in Nhe hore a cur may be used
Some absence ol this -utfix ako beer oto-.1 fur members of American Indian
communities. although it 1-, t.picallv more limite(l thou the absence in Black working
class comniiiiiities

()lie ver widespr; ,1(1 ature related tu the use of thi, present tense suffix is
don't Even in varieties ot which utlier nonstandard usage of the
third i)ersun s ii his. (IMO 11101, suhiects which in standard use would
;all tor La, results in ,eiltences like She don't know and I IC don't like it.

One bather pnicess h, umented in stu(;ies of English dialects relates to the tise
(i1 the s verbal ,tittix t.I the ine,..ellt tellse Iii sunie Apnaleichian and southern com
Humilities. the suit!\ has kien ins t,..ith plural subp:ut,, as well as with"
siniquhr t, ?Hy fik1. it di)(1 rcuph, opor s 1(1,, not to

lie used if tile .s a 1.11,11.'lln 1(hCl.') ao uhluig tu rewori hi evidence collected so

fill. \Noll (1100: usvd to vaiviq extents. depending on the
licakers

1)0 other suffixes get treated differently by various dialect, or is it
lust the 011es on verbs?

..!1!1:,,c., it, (i lx-tween ,hole( ts.
the pert,rii hay,- mow e\iew,ive diffeicri,e, in tilt.

.1 la' .'!" fed is the plural. Ii kki( irking (las-. bl,uk com
Hu; obuiivcd in ilui"' hil two lurd

i If I ..1 Appal.), Ilion diole( t-, phllill '-,11tils 111,11; I e

;t1 ,..111 ik par!ii id.irly \kiwi] a ninneril
;1 I 1. n. ld.r. n.,r ,1.1,0 ,rt.?, I I ,11-a

.1 I.! ".1. ..1 kilt i hit I toil h h ui III ticet.
k I Li /1111111H ,11111 K1 I, ()11111111)111t,-, U, 111.le

n *Hi 4,1 Irmlly.,111,11),,.

,,u,.1)!
It 1....111- I . 100,.'.('S5iVi' I'tii iIi( L,4

.11

nn'l 110 pal!. itc ! none m If

'A II 1-.111g I k uf the



GRAMMAR DIFFERENCES 13

.s ending in possessive construction, using my friend hook as a correspondence for
the star.dard my friend's book A characteristic observed in some Appalachian speech
is the use of the forms your'n and our'n in places where the standard form is limos
and ours (his'n and her'n occur as well)

For adje('tives and adverbs. the suffixes that have nonstandard alternant usages
are the comparative f er) and the superlative est) markers. In the standard pattern,
these endings are used typically with words of one or two syllables (stronger, friend-
lier) For some words with two syllables, and all words with three or more syllables,
th e. patterns call for the use of more and most preceding the word rather than the suf-
fix (more efficient. rm)st foohshi For some speakers, this pattern differs in that the suf-
fixes may he added to words that go with more 'molt in the standard patterns,
resulting in forms like beautifuler, awfulest There am also some irregular forms in the
standard pattern that nidy be treated differently (for example, had/worse/worst).
Forms like huddest. (model, worser havk been observed in use. Studies of numerous
dialects have documented fornis like the ()nes menhoned here, indicating that non
standar,' patterns for comparative and superlative formations are not restricted to any
particular goIlip

Speakers of some dialects use verbs differently, but not
just in the way that they end the words. Are there other
differences in verb usage beyond the patterns of suffixes?

rimy of the more important areas of difference with tespect to verbs relate to someaspk,t t' If tvii,v marking, agreement markinq, and some special characteristics of theo)i the verb
An earlier ilKuussilin foicte.ed lin the role of the ed suffix to indicate past tense.Some vcrh mm 1-,nglish hotkover. do not take this suffix for their p&,1 tense forms.

'these are the irregular verbs (,f l'nulish and they form the pa,,t tense in a variety (rfways. lor -..tanolard pattern for know is knew and have known; for come,it is come 01)(1 h,'.e CIIMC Co'rtmli ts do not follow the stondatil patterns Inmom; wolkino, ,liffctences i the way irreqular verbs form the past
tense., hat e been nti, ililintf the Il siiiq pattern,.

Reifalari,,,,ini ht.% u lot lhoircd. imuived)
f honqi,

oitti iop!i lii 11111, ;/;1' ;rook!
6.1, .drom.h. (hrukc_

Hilmar Led c,a)
hitt,icili!rt.40C.li .nr;pn; ii (do, , itu jo,o/iti i;)

.100'
,11100,1 1:C(1110111t

t;Infl'11!!!!';'. 1,1, 1,1111,1 I Ht. 111(qt' 100(111,01v
1.111.1,`h..1

)111 ( "i 'RC, 11( (1 00A1010; h(W00,11,( ;do twf .1 hoIt too. I HP, 11.1001 III 0( MAI.: 11'0111, 111 0

1.11 tHie 11,e oltei /lure 11,1., ionita, lei' to the i hoc
it rho! 1,0:nu th.11

1!1 thi'111 11kInIq
!, !Lc -1,1-1;?., ;1,1! 11.; 11, .1101,10 OH /10

I'; .itttilti Ind I, kvith po,,tphe.til gilt hor1 (1,t thc ,10' a MOIR
1 0

A. .7
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verb (rye done it) while the feature in question here modifies other verbs (rue done
sold it). This is a good example of an additional distinction that can be made in cer-
tain working.class dialects that does not have a direct correspondence in standard
dialects.

The agreement marking systems (for verbs and their subjects) of various dialects
are often found to differ as well We already discussed agreement as related to the
third person singular s Another irea of agreement involves the be verb forms. The
standard pattern for be ietams ninny agreement distinctions that are no longer made
with other verbs (I am, it Is. you:we 'they are, Uit/was, vou/we/they were). In many
working-class dialect!, the agrtement pattern allows the use of is and was with plural
subjects (the dogs Is, they was). This featu,? in the agreement pattern for be is quite
common, and it has been observed in many communities.

Other characteristics pertain directly to the be verbs. A use of the verb form be has
been noted in working class Black communities that, like done, seems to indicate an
aaditional distinction This is found in.sentences like Sometimes they be nice, where
the verb form indicates an activity that takes place habitually (it happens at various in-
tervals over a period ot time). The use of habitual be must be distinguished frorn
constructions whis-h look sirnilar. but where this particular meaning distinction is not in-
volved Obse:-,:atio!!!, of these language patterns have indicated that structures like
They be here tomorrow and They be here if they could result from the absence of the
auxiliary forms cull and would, respective:y..and are different from the 'habitual" use
of be According to a number of investigators, the habitual use of be has only been
noted in the speech of working-class flack speakers.

Another characteristic pertaining to be should be mentioned before concluding his
discussion This is the widely noticed absence of the form of be in certain cases Mi.'
She riot going or They nice which affects the patterns of usage of the verb forms is
and are This feature was discussed in considerable detail in the section on Language
Patterns, but one additional point is interesting. The absence of are has been
documented as a pattern in many southern and Black working-dass communities,
while the absence of is has been found mainly in Black communities.

It's clear that the list of potential differences between
dialects pertaining to verbs is quite extensive. Are there
differences in other areas that are as significant?

liltit are cortank difleren«.!s that ,ire equally signal( ant in term of social

iiit'1tt,iltiIttt, 0(1.1 extemt of 1,,e itIitiiii (Lite( III iiitj,ii ()He area is lir voritition
kk.th patt,,un, iif negatiori. The wilterit.es iieged in IYII/rt' than OW

1)I t1 flUtIt I 1I1(1 cortirriented upon pattern Most studr!s of
dhric,..1,, ao,riang laFs Witt' the patterns found III '..cliterice!,; like Kir,

t ,,hrrt. I hcc. (1(1 fm/d. ,111(1 it iii t riefiCr run good -Iliese
have heel! .1,cilhed in i omparison with the standard pattern which allows one
nogatik.,, to ot i ur hi the-e the negative form attached both tl.le verb and

the ,) (rioi,or) In ,,,hei \cord, nu, f,rrn which can

iri.. it,jiI lit madc to gree with ea, II other In !,oine y-uthein n(l Block coin
kit 1111(111.1 M.t/rIti1,",!'(' L;11C11

Wilted to Regan, in iii f .111111.h. kit It 1-1.1- IWt'i ). mut h

ies.. often ainoan,
,41;11,01/cd f0,1111T,' lif :legation iiiinli tynik, ig clay,

t, III 11,4, if ,prl't f(,)ili 1,, Ii U 11sf ittil tt Iii lard I are.

am has. L./1'1 ' il i11441 !II ( Vito; i,er..! arid I C;fit

21)
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found it. An interesting pronunciation variation on this form is the use of hain't by
some Appalachian speakers Despite the highly negative attitude often expressed
toward ain't. it persists in wideTread use, and is likely to be noticed in observations of
many speech communities.

In looking at the speech patterns of a community in terms of grim-
matkal features, then, the areas to check are suffixes, verb usage,
and negation. Will this give a good basis for comparison of dialects
and the description of grammatical patterns?

While these topics cover the more extensive arei.s of diversity among dialects of
English, any observation will andoubteitly yield many more potential differences for a
particular inventory The fc)Ilowing k a list of some of the other areas where dialect
differences have been observed in various studk s, along with examples of those
features mentioned

1. Verbs
a prefix: I was a gotn.! 'nne
double modals nuqin could do it.

2 Pronouns
relative clauses Ihere's a man lives down the street (a'osence of who,

relativt pronium)
use of which like a conk! ,ction They gav(' me a cigar iehich they know I don't

like cigars
pti-sonal pronouns as subjects Me (ind hint went. (use of object form)
reflexives He knind it hisself (also theirself)

She did it her (iwil sell (split reflexive)
"bled repeal I bought me a !icy. ar. (iionreflexive)
plural forms of you 1N HA all. you quys, you'uns

3 Athechves
them for those ;IVO rflt some of them (-ouches
these here, illern Own' .rhese here rookies are delicious

4 ()uestions
indirout iii. ,ipm, I ,p,keil cmild thct: crun0 ,o (inverted pattern like direct

queshi(II)
tic) is 1 tdq 411:('`,t11111 ht'l; ,1!(' clamor already.

Suggested Readings

footao-, ,fle trodtod in depth in Wolfprni%, and l-,v,olchs Stud, of
Nntial lhalc, Is n Aciicrican I tiglish (l'haph t Seven) De.-4.1-iptions )1 grAtninatu juii
tcrns d spe, ifs dialects au. tls rvil,tll' Cllopter liv f WoIrratn
Apimlachkrri Spce, I, and ( .h.)pter Vow- of Vnttlish fF1 Riack and White I- \L" It',
rflarrultor kotthlw. I ayv q'd smart", t, crav.ult tor App,Ilm h aglish
and ft,i k t- n11ih kiwt tivelv Tro.itrnenr, ti portiunlor fcaturr-; oft, often totrly

kk.,1)11is like I anal, Hie in the itimUl William I ,11)(ty, it prramIc
important (foto)] when rick Lied
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VOCABULARY DIFFERENCES

VOCABULARY DIFFERENCES

lt is easy to notice when people use words differently or
use different words for the same thing. How do these kinds
lof variations fit into the picture of dialect differencs in
English?

Most Americans can read;h: caSC:; where the word for an item in One region dif-
fers from tnat used m another Wh,.',1 travelers return home from a visit to New
England talking about how. tome is u ,,d where other areas might use the term soda
pc,p. pop. ccr s(Nio. or when northerners ment'on how southerner uses carry in the

I/ accompanying. a, i 1t c(lrried her to the mol,ies, they are referring to basic
vocabulary difterences Thk. differences are some of the clearest indicators of certain

(11(110 -ts that exist in the Ii S. Vocabulary ,'ifferences can affect all classes of
anguage stru tures. including nc-uns Ic q soda .p( 'tonic), verbs ;e.g., carry/take).

I rer t 'n I. q . sick to at In my stomach), adjectives (e.g., right smart fella), and
adverbs Icg . fell pfumh (nsleep) There are at least several thousand differences of
these types which have been catal,,gued in various studies of American speech forms.

Viwobulary differe ,es mac tif!tTt ci range of topics, includ:ng such things as food.
shelter. work. play. and the VAC, ther. In rural areas, expiossion, for the land, animals.
crops. and farming apparatus oie particularly sensitive to regional and local dif
ferem es. so that there are more extended vocabulary difference's associated with rural
than with urban living

The vast maicmty oi vocabulary differences ill regional varieties of English are con
sidered neither go,)d nor bad they are typically viewed as quaint curiosities. There is
little s, nial al nc. as-,, 'crated with saying splynt versus fauret, pail versus bucket, or
grinder ver'als ore simply accepted as part of the normal regi,mal variation
of English There are. however. some items which have been stereotyped as vocabu-
lark, differer s carrking volues So. the use of ain't nr irregular verb uses such
as hriirhj d, a oost fmrin mas he iield (is vocabulary differences which are socially
stigniati/ed In re. it..; thek, are part (cf a pottern of -Irommotical rule differences, where
ccrta,n tqw., hi, form«1 with am't (Ind inequlai verbs take different

1rrns in V.11 I, Vtitit't h's t !Ighsh

What about people who misuse vocabulat y itemf., like soar! of the
things that Archie Bunker saw- For example, he might say
something like "I don't think the soldiers who ran away to Canada
should get amnesia- or "He's the prosecuting eternity." Don't these
vocabulary differences carry negative social connotations?

h ;o1),I, ohtilor v I()k,k oL. a tyr)1'
ih, (atur hui (rrmicstc ctiqffitc fir, Irlf()mt'c')

,,,,;:t .t,H.!) woriv ,o-,r". the
1! ! iCH,11 1'1 lnu, iu, 111,)10 familia) .imilar uuiiriulni,t w,,n1

,1 r , ) 111.1k,' ,h111,11,11Cul Icy 111,1tPull', Ill Willi II fl
ti, !tc.' I !. h I 11,11 tutu did )111,01.1qC 111,' CsurinplC 1, the

, .'!1 ;11111., h ii s, .1 fu,1111,1I ..'dluItC(I Q1,10
.1,, n{.01, r c. (it 1 cunt-ch.: , I

thwy (no qiThrino 1,111401,1(10
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tions Tert, negative connotation is related to the fact that the person is making th,(5
pretense of being educated and not being successful at it 'Mese vocabulary dif
ferences are really very different from the genuine regional differenres we were
discussing above.

Where does slang fit into the picture of vocabulary dif-
ferences?

17

Ripular reierences to the term slonc; are fairly (ommon This term seem:i to be used
in several chili-rent senses. as typified in the loilov rq examples

(a)They don't speak standard English. they )ust use slang
(h)Teenagers todac use o lot of slang words, like -dude," "chick." and -far out."
(c)Basketball players have their ir ,lang. like "reho." "juniper." and "chucker

lii some instances. slang r used to refer to any variety of English that js not standard
English So. a variety sti h that ...priken by inner city Blacks ur that spoken by rural
Appalachian Whites miiht be referred to as a slang dialect This sense is illustrated in
sentenc! (a) above

Slang is also used to refer h ertam word or phrase uses which have a strong con-
ncitatii in of infi irmality. partkulark as they are (orrpored with the words they replace.
Referring to a man as d "dude" or a tA;(ffilaIl as a hick" include!, this sense of in
formality .1.hese te,es generally have a short life span, arising quickly and falling just as
quickly into disuse Mi ist 'vpinIl thek. ore associated with the teenage and early
adult years in a peison's life This Interpretation of slang k probably the most widely
used c)ne. an.1 certainly ,uts ocross different dialects However, those dialects that ate
assiwiah.d with a seni'i ii aturInalliv ,..,,tdd probably r., expected to have more items
dt.signated as slang thon tht)se tJi,ihr carry a more formal connotation.

Finally slang has been used to refet (1 speciahred vocabulary associated with a
particular held .rt a nyu, priifes..ion i tr ide Refetence to (1 specialized vocabulary
ste h that plovgrotiO basketba I plovers . or a spedoli/ed vo(abulary (4
di i k twitios this tisag, In stunt 4,-,VA", It Way rekl to secret vocabularies .

sucn is that if protessional title\ es or pto-titutes -Fhis is th( usage illustrated in (c)
rlitgrwa-. ten.t ackak. nom the use of th, term slang. allbm-lt:th Olw

iii l.k.h1( that ;illl'A'atc:d fly (b) atio,,,e. Even here. however
there con ht. win .h,ogn'ernont v:hat words shriuld be designated as slang
mu!, t(n, nr ti WA! ,' !,Inc, words (c., -dude." "far it").

here the '1-11,(ation is 11.1,1t h indeterminate
01.101.-1110t !CH .f.!! h -ttlnli;!liiicir.) A ri d!.

iiii i!s( tid sr,mer, use tbe tern. but ii ii with 0 number of qualtficAtioits

Suggested hreadirgs
V!!! 1b1!!0! .11f111 !!! ! I III I W1110101 of ropirts ()(1 tc.qicinol

lio!o tO -I I ho 1),plc 11,1, 111115 110( / rnirmistic
iq flit. ! a ii1iiifii 0(0 nag): uil'at if thi, invcstigotinit is

fop ii n ciii iii i I a Kiitoth's Witra (ic,)grapht.' uf th
,t,,r .'at, I ,`-.(;:f., ,(!, s. II111I1(11( (if \ I(ItIvIP, e, given in Diulect,,it A,,,,,, ,H2O, Recd A number iii ivecific vocabulary features ore

(Its( OR' ,11!1, h Oic 111(1,'(1 111 Remtings IP) Insertoin Iboluctoluqu. edited by
I. LH' R A0,41 (o`ii N F mndi,rwciich rho riirti,a American ,Sporch alsu provides
tIcscriptr ii it intotosting ytti.,Tholary itern,, (In n c(Int1111,11Ilq basis A widescale survey

9 ,)
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of regional vocabulary entitled "Dictiondry of American Regic nal English," under the
direction of Frederic G Cassidy, is nearing completio! . and publications from this proj-
ect should provide much more extensive informahon on current ditferences.

LANGUAGE USE DIFFERENCES

When you think aboat the way people in certain groups
talk, it seems like there are differences that go beyond pm-
nunciation, grammar, and vocabulary. Do various dialect
groups have other diCerences related to language that can
serve to identify them?

Language use as cultural behavurr can encompass a wide range of patterns and it
is mit limited to pronunciation. grammar. and vocabulary differences. To understand
the communi, otion processes within a particular group. ink estigators seek to find Out
what kinds of speech behavior are appropriate in what situations This may involve
the use of particular linguistic forms when you should say please) or more
general rule, for interacting q . when yoti should keep quiet). For example. the rules
for appropriate behavior within a cultural group may specify who should speak first
when o !thin .ind a i. mion meet Ifthe Munan is supposed to start the conversation,
according to the rules of a cultum e. then it would be considered inappropriate for th(
nian Iii ,,pcok first (and other int( rpretations Might alsc be attached to such behavior).

'Hien! may also he particular language forms of language patterns that are called for
m (edam situatnms rht,,e In.ty approdch the qually of a ritual For example. in some
culture,. then- mac he ritual 1,Ice behaviors that ore dopropriate responses to death. as
m whot iii ,hould (,),- did r,, console family members. how you should conduct

01, the evi.nr and what should he soul then. and so on -.;ttirlies of

behak lot iiiiiini t ultural gioups ;II this country have demonstrated that such patterns
exist in all culture'.

What are some of the differences between dialect groups in these
patterns of language use?

A .,1 tk itIttn IS ,.ied , dit hi9t 1`, eximples of what
might hi' iii oillittql.(1 :II .1 0111(11N earl( al-, grout), A

ntonhet tis.o its 1 Itt,o,'ents in odurotput in 'anciiis Antencon Indion (.(trn
11,1 H1,11( ut La tho huldtt.ii whit( Guilt tn wok., it, the

etu,tol.,t- okt, t's,1111111I'd 1111', s-1111,111n11 bun 1110 I.

pi'm t' kik*. di'. 1 t ii tilt! )1){:11 tl / he dIfft,:ellt Ill10`. n1 language use that 'ire
, calt11; t III the ,,)le(nneiti. >in \Alm Ii Olt' i 111111'4'ml CMIlk'. they learn that in many

111.1(11411. 11' poi
tut ;II OW, t' \kW, 11 11,1, hi't'll thi,it those dilleleni poitet IV, of verhal
rorth turn h,o Hove heel', In thi. I nliti'X1 ')1 111i'

1, th. In. tj h, iic Ill ci ntet,t; I it iii, oy.t,it)tit k.havior is often
ii' dotctpteh.(l Is% th.,,e i the who (io not 11,,,e Ihic, iiitiim,ul b,i imiiiind (,j
th( hekio ,hd,11,.(1 Pm, k.tv. ecn (11,0,1),, It) t),Ittotit..,

Whit It detentlinu. hity ond ii kinuttioute slnuUlcl he votimr-,
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Other differmiceis between groin s he in particular styles or fonns of language use.
Some of these are so cloak; e,rablilied that they have been given labels by members
of the community. and they may be quite ritualistic in nature Very specific rules may
govern how the language k mins are plot tc,gether Fin example, a form of verbal
behavior am(mg ,ncinhers d cs,,ain Black communities that bus been widely des
(Jibed is known os This game of insults. alio known ill some places as
"signiflAng- or "playing the do/ens." usually involves groups oi young males and
builds from a fairly low key starting exchange to a p(nnt ()f considerable verbal creativi
ty by the c/mtestants The insults traded usually niclude slurs On :he opponent and the
opponent's family Real proficiency in this verhal game is a volu«I ability among
members ()I the cultural group 0:h,ir examples of styli/Ed language use can be found
In varnms procedures used in storytelling among different groups. Distinctive styles of
telling stones may characterize the verbal art traditi(m of a community. These varieties
of speech events are often easy to identify because of their ritualistic qualities and are
generally Pists+k)sirce-; language and culture data

I-hese instances are lust a few of a wide variety of culturally defined language use
patterns that hok.k.i been investigated Language as a form of c !Rural behavior, and as
an idenhhang feature of cultural groups. in some ways goes beyond the basic ques-
tions of di.ilect diversity Me two are however. Inevitably intertwined In producing dif
fkirences in language ht'lle,1,-Nq hs'Ik.s-001 grc nips, and 111 colitribuni to the socia: at
tinkles b/W,Itd those sliffereihys

Suggested Readings

(111q11,1qC u.s thifork'Inco, dre onen treated i.vithin the tope,- of cultural differences
and much of the Larlier ss ()rk dealt mainly with dist ict language groups. Robbins
Burling Ireals bith IC,ItUrt.", of separate languages and featury of differeni dialects of

longthin,' Ikhltl'S VHICe% LtIliqUal/e In Its Cultural (.'ordext, an excellent
detailed discusst.in uf the tops Work on language use patterns of particular dialects
of Enghsh hos so f,n dealt mainly with groups of Vernartilar Black English Teakers.
Some tii-eftil nifen twos In this oreo include Geneva Smitherrhan's Talkm and
Tcolviu ;ht. I anguage I It 131ck Amen( 0 and the onlection of articles edited by

homos. kochillop entitled ii),:ppal. nni Slylin. Out Comownwahon in Ilrhmm Black
Arnow(' In Ow t.aitcxt thoge ill an American Indian pupti!ation

'Parlicipant Slructures and c.oininuincative
Cumpeten,e ..k/ trw Chtl(ticn I Ctiminunitt;

)
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