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o uary Ablqall Dodqe, a Hashlngton, D.C., correspondent o
before and after the United States Civil War, was one af the most
acslailed.wonen journallsts of the.nineéteenth century. Unknown todag,

- Dodge wrote on.politics, rzligion,.and contempofary idsues for
neuspapers and naqazineé and commented prollflcally on the role of
wonen in syciety. After femlnlsﬁ‘lnanlngs as a young uoman, she
becane increa51ngly‘ponservatlve as she grew- older. Her most :
.celebrated articles appeared. in the "New York ‘Tribune® in 1877 and .
- 1878 .and. attacked the.efforts at civil sarvice reform attenpted under -
‘the administration pf President: Ratherford B. Hayes. Throughout her -
. #40-year career, ‘Dodge insisted’ on urltlnq undér -the pseudonyl, "Gail
. Han11ton...D1v1d1ng her lite into two totally, different spheres, she:
jrelalned "Abby" to her, family and refused to acknouledge in» public
- that she was. also “Gail " the famous literary figure., Well-known as a’
brilliant and wi t%Lcon‘ersatlonallst, shé had wide-ranging contacts

[ ‘-

Loin. literary and itical circles. Her. career illustrates that an

j. able . vwoman <¢ould carve a place for herself in vict rlan’journalisw
" but it -also. 111um1nates the self-doubts'and insecurities of a woman

;A trylnq to functlon in a man's occupatlon.,(Author)
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. ‘efforts at ¢ivil service reform under the: adntnistration of - Rutherford

e Throughout her 40—year career, which 1asted~»from the 18503 to her

\

e

" MARY ABIGAIL DODGE'
JOURNALIST & ANTI-FEHINIST

- , ) v.) YN . .o . -4\\:-‘. ..v‘:;. “.‘.‘.“.’,.
Maurine Beaaley S PP e
. Asgistant Pro gsor T TS o
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This paper analyzes the career of Narv Abigail f)odge a vfashington e
correspondent ‘before. and- after the Civil Hat*nd ‘ope of the ‘most acclaimed RN
wqman, ‘journalists of the’ nineteenth century,” Unknown today, Dodge wrote ,f“-_ .;.' =
Jon politics, religion and contemporary issues tor newepapers and. magazines o ;

““and coimented prolifically on the role of women in society. . “After feministu .
leaninga as ‘a 'young woman, she became increasingly consérvative as- ehe ~

o

-,grew older, reflecting the viewa of a substantial segment of society * ‘

“>that applauded her work in popular publications.  Her most celebrated: -

articles appeared in the New York Tribune in 1877 and 1878 and: attacked

-B, Hayes. Their satirical content probably vas, inspired by het close .3 ;
relationehip with James G. Blaine, hex fifst coudin's husband, who. had
© lost the 1876 Republican’presidential nomination to Hayes,, From the v \
1870s to the 1890s -Dodge lived each winter- in the capital: with the - Bleine
family, and she is thought to ‘have helped Blaine wit.h his apeeehea. hoL

death 4n 1896, Dodge insisted on writing under a pseudonyni, "Gail Hamidt
*(taken from her middle name and the name of -her homatown).: Dividing he
‘1ife into two totally different spheres, she ‘remained "Abby," dutiful,
“'daughter of a. farmer in Essex County, Massachusetts; to her .family and

5 ‘// ‘refused. to acknowledge in public that she was "Gadl," the famous "l:l.t;erary ﬁ'"u. w

‘lady." Hex, shyness stemmed partly from concern over her. appearance, .niarred

by the loss of one €ye in a childhood accident: ,_,Perhapa to compensate " V. .
she acquired an’ extensive wardrobe, Well-known as a brilliant and witty s
conservationalist, she had wide-ranging contacfs in literat‘y and' P°11t1°31 R

circles. L : B , o T B
\ Her succees illustrated that an able wcman could carve a place for L ’\_ a -
herself in Victorian journalism, but her career illuminated the: eelf—doubte\ 1N

O N

and inaecuritiee of a woman trying to function in a man 's ov\cupatian. P SRR Y
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:M\l\ _ I
pl%\uded her work 1n populat pubiications... Htﬂl{ 60‘

Oﬁ?n))‘_,#or
: ‘ . b
.,She wrote for at 1east, fpnr pewgpg;&e,%-s ' u,:..; \
u e “ \ ! G 3 L e

\\« W ‘\‘l

) newspapera that cqvgred general news a!;dr»?e?et‘, pu‘blished 1n Bdston

o \ and N ‘fork respgcﬂvely, and. The ljew Yoz.'l;“Txl'\ibLne B
- / often hunorogq accmmﬁs of th«:_- war, betweéijt':he sexea, sp .
\in \the gt_%iﬂg_{iiflb_ntﬂlJ-l. Ga};xy, North Ameﬁcan R;'ﬂ\;ieﬁ, C;)smogo];itgn T
// : "i"ﬁnd the: Arena : Collec.teda in éight béoks bem\eﬁxl 1862 and 186&
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.quhtien. Longfenow,

'he royalty battlé. o:haz wolikd' :I.ncluded&a nqvel,

3

ouecciona of- essays, bcqaa:lonal‘ poetry, R -

.u\

B ]Laine. t:he political‘ ‘fi@xre. w;lth.whoae ' B R

4 ? \m wuhmg'gon for125 yem, and a final ;
pr g 1ife after death. L
witty, fetnini;ne interpretat:ion of ’ ;ﬂ

d al :I.mprovement based

| 2
; peraonally.»~. She at\i'l

» . P

ﬁor vamen and in:lt:la.lly backed suffrage. ' B

’

?dnda 11: waqld lower“‘\wougn to the. (

of’ the work to othems.
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:I.ctorian\" authors used psaudon me
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V'i.':‘dineﬂ opportuniues to speak. She explained the rationale for~ D

»

‘}fﬁhe?:pssudonym in a 1etter rejecting a requestlfor.her anto%raphcgi,é;?n_'?l'
oy public name is not a mere caprice. It 18 given for the sole*ﬁ:f‘ :
: B PurtPoG,e %f a lishtning c.'ond.uctor--to catch all the flash and -l
i’&. j};qiiécrash of theooutside electric;ty, and Leave the inner home of

. ¢ G,
;Vf}privacy unharmfd, untouched." '_ : SR ;;?%

'

This division of personal and professional ident‘ities :
' ’revealed in. writing she nevgr expected the public to see-note- ,

T b ' books kepb as a schoolgirl in. Ipswich, Maa?achusetts, a mqmorial
. ,’ . ' e
: ; "to her mo(:her, and volmninous correspondence. These personal

Cad g

oo _papers show she clung to family ties and played a woman 's, tradi- S '

2 tional role in her "inne.r home of privacy;" while in her career

'.ahe performed like a man.’ " They picture her c‘ompensating for/ o "

- the lack of a hus%and and chftldren by devoted ,reIationships with

. ‘her mother and Blaine, whose ‘wife, Barriet Stanwooa ﬂ.aine, was

« "

N ' f-.'»her first cousin. "After the author 8 death, maﬁy of her letters )
o ",'7_ vere published .by het sister, Augusta, in two volumes titled '

. Ol Y
o Gall Hamilton 8 Liﬁe m Letters (1901)

S - .
. ‘ . Lt . .
! ~ .

o I -’ : Dodge s views on. marriage, womanhood and a career were

AR

R shaped by her childhood in Hamilton, where she was the product

of a Congrsgat:lonal upbringing and convention '

ﬁamuy life. She \ e
f"was ths youngesb of seven children born to J es. Brown Dodge, -a’ A
o ."well-to (iarmer,, and Hannah Stanwood Dodga, a jef.oolteacher
S . . '/ ' / * "‘ 'i ! 4 e

’ before mar iage. : In the Memorial to & Hannah Stmood Dodgé,

/] 1 jth Augdsta and intended'only for the family, Mary IR

ge stressed the difficulties of her mgther's life. . ’ S

. . . e . st . I S S PRI
{ . » . .-f.'.- e, v "‘-
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S c‘argoft;he\ eeven children and lack of. domeqtic he1p overtaxed

" ;’ her nother u{lentally and phy@ically,.nodge wrote: "She has told

fore she ‘was married." - Calling her mother the major influence in

Q_.-.‘- e e her life, Dodge theorized "that the mother transmits to her”

child not. so. much* the tastes whicl\ she 3ratifiol as those which v

she represses.. 1 think that wasMy Augusta and 1 always liked

K

' / v'-‘ b00ks and hated housework; 1iked leisure and independence, and
v [ hated drudgery with a mortal hatred "o -

: After displaying precocious ability at the village school

o in Hamilton, she was sent -at twelere to a boarding school in

. . ‘Cambridge, Massachusetts, and the following yearé the Ipswich

(Massachusetts) Female Seminary. At Ipswich where she was .

! graduated in 1850 and remained as a teacher until 1854, she
F i 7
Tt recei,ved\\musually thorough education for the day. In her .

Ipswich notebooks she worried about hé‘t appearance{ marred by

L

< the accidental loss of the si&ht\ of her 1!& eye at. the a&‘e tL

T “"fulness and Ugliness," she wrote: "The fadét that I was ugly, _

A S eurpassingly ugly, ugly in form--ugly in feature, has ‘been- in-
AR t '8

aRTe T \z“ effaceably\impreased upon my mind " A;COrding to her friend,

3 -.-:j%.' O Hatriet P. Spofford another author, Dodge "never in all her
o' . .' . “ -. 4 9
LI life could bedr to be logked at." Another paragraph from her

PR COHnonplace Book" pinpointed the root of her shyness.

. o : | . K | When you are in company with a dozen ladies ’ - :

A DR trangers to you perhaps, who are flippantly discuss- /
. °, ing Mary Langford 8 party, and the merits of Mrs. -
°Smith’ 8 girl and the extravagance of Mrs. Jones, pray

me many a tiute that ‘she never knew what 1t was to be tire be- J -

P

.'.of two _when a fork was, stabbed into it. Under :the title "Bash- o



.-.domestic role--possibly because she believed her appear ce

' would not atttact a husband who could keep her from the 01l -

-~
-
- ¥
'
< T
| S
’
L d
\

N

. R S . i . - - \
’ o } ;. -5- Y . e . ‘,

- tell me what does mental eauty avail you? It msy
‘causé you to be happier and more; uogful at home-to
. be, more loved and respected by'your}intimate friends.
" “But”1n, ‘'society, it will never covﬁt your homely .
-.face. e . .10 ] o /- - ) -

Ty EN _',{ . ..
'Dodge contem lated woman's role-in anothet schoolgirl essay:
" have no sympathy with those rﬂéical reformenr.who wguld over-'

turn the very foundations of society--'who Wuld thi'ust ‘woman 4

I

from her retirément and place her upon the contested arena of
/ \
public life. . . .By the domestic hearth, veiled from ‘the eye..of
11 !
the world let her be found." ' Why then did she no marty?

: (

when you left het presence . .'. N Spofford said she had

4 13

but added "one forgot her plainness after the first f‘ minutes _
’ 14 ' ) oo . \ N
of conversation." _ ' T S BT

" Dodge was caught in'a paradox. She\rejected the t 't':allyy

a t“‘

- experienced by her mother. Yet she accepted the cultur '_.mystiquet,

,that a woman 8 highest place lay in the province of her

- the split in public and privag identities. “Gatl Hamilton" .

competed in the world; "Abby" (as her friends called her)

»
.
. : . . ' .
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»;1' temained tied to the family circle. Symbolically, the only

o work printod under her own: name was tﬂe MEnnrial never intended

< for public eonsumption. o D T L
| Dodge began writing while teaching school.: Tiring of BV AT

;i. ) ;l Ipswich,’gkf\noved to Eartford, Connecticut, in 1854, a-? -.;'.* _
' - first teaching Latin and mathematics at the Female Seninary | } :-;
and then Latin and English at the Hartford High School.

Dissatisfied with'low pay and long hours, in.1856 she sent .

- poetry and essays to Dr 'Gamaliel Bailey, editor of the = T e

? :,' o National Era, Washington s abolitionist newspaper. Bailey . .

was sympathetic to women . writers and had been the first oo 2 'l;f

-~

. publisher of Harriet Beecher Stowe 8. Uncle Tom's Cabin,

;

run as a serial in the Era. Also he had hired as assistant o

: editor, Sara Jane\Clarke (later Lippincott) who irote

‘_; . v‘l.
“Grace Greenwood"'and wag one of éﬁe first women . Washingtonp s -

e

- correspondents.; “Gail Hamilton" gave only a post office . : -

4

box numbg; and refused to te11 Bailey her real name until he

?fo"& gy l 5

.fpraiged her work and pleaded with her to identify herself.1

f-Equally mysterious with J. H..Ladd, editor of- the New York Independent,

?*\*: i 'she'prompted hin to remonstrate, “my dear-Mrs. Gail, or
-' . 'Girl, ve don't pay nobodies y We don t... .“16
When Bailey and his family insisted on meeting her in =~ | . w’:
y "Hartford, “. e o I dragged myself down, could not: speak -

a word stammered, blushed, almost cried and acted the dunce“

- senerally," ghe wrote her mother.l’ - = - B ) .




<

B 'ca*g aspirations led ‘her to move to Washington in
.-'1858 as governess fo‘r the st Bailey children, although she

';"suffered asonies" at the P spect of Washington society,

‘18 '

,according to Spofford. Initially «afraid to 1eave her-. room,

g _sventually she conquered her shyness. As she reported to her

) - family in Hamilton, she learned to hold her own with ' & ‘ !
e 7
S 'abolitionist celebrities in the Bailey drawing room helped by
) the acquisition pf a mew "green silk low neck and short i _ , ~
nl9 SR

sleeves, lace capé and rose-colored bow Throughout the - .

rest of her life she dressed slaborately for social gatherings. 0 -

Writing at night ‘she penned a nine-part series for the L “

' National.l!ra ‘in 1859 titled !'Men' and Women. " Reprinted in

_her’ firstﬁbook Country Livin&and Couhtry. Thinking (1862) _ _ -

.. 'Hen end Women" initially argued for women s equality, Ehen for -
su : sion. s .She began by acknowledging sexual cultural .' , o : ¢
L, barriers' "y am a womagr,. c+1am sorry hat it is s'o”-‘. Cel

Commonplace as is the life.of .Iohn Smit‘h,,; e- lif“s' of « | o ""
w2l she sympat‘hized with the T
P N e

J -suffrage cause but: urged women to improve themselves instead. of

depending on the ballot.22 Warning agatnst marriage for S

Mrs. ,s. is still more 80.

‘

matetil gain, ‘she declared "a home purchased by the sale of

yourself is a deas. bargain . . L3

Yo } .
to'.marry if swepti into »love, while 'she'recomended that those

_Yet she advised women

¢ not carried away develop their God—given talents. Instead ofu .
' aiming for squality, women should prove their morel superiority

to men, she concluded. In an age when men accumulated fortunes

-~

at the expense of fellow ‘mei, she argued the - .cotmon. conviction '
_ 'thst women posssssed finer ®usibilities.24. ' ,' - '_ | ‘_f
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e

. Since the Era had a wide circulation among influential
..5 . ©l 25
7 abolitioniats, the series attracted wide attention. o
N ‘ While with the Baileys ghe became one of the first

women ﬁaahington correspondents, employing an additional
disguise to move into the masculine preserve of political.
reporting.-.As "Cunctare". (Which means "hesitate" or |
possibly "dodge" in Latin), she sent columns of political
' _ ‘news to C.A\‘Richardson, editor of the Congregationalist. .
< .

"Ga1l Hamilton" wrote for th: Congreg ionalist on such

topiés as church attendance, but "Cunctare" took readers

- to the.floor of Congress. Richardson-wanted to.aign heﬁug ‘ _ }"

”':. " _.political dispatches "Gail Hamilton" t06 but'Dodéé'mroti' .

her family,."I W1§3 very much that it should nqt'
- S " 26 - . :
. don t think I shall have it." Evidently she feared‘it

o would be far: ‘more embarrassing to be discovered as a

FE ‘politdcal commentator than a "literary lady." '.?t"*.;

Dodge was the third ‘woman Washington correspond

'cover politics. vThe-first Jane G. Swisshelm an*
.1 AN
.'editor from Pittsburgh who wrote for Horace Greely 8 Tribune,

_' olitionist

'marched into the Senate press gallery in 1850 and demanded
. - N 27 - )
o mequal rtghts with men journglists to sit there. The

ﬁi?ﬁ_second Was "Grace Gieenwood" $Sar3 Jane Clarke_Lippincott):
e * who before her marriage had 1ived at'the bailej”pome; . { o
like Dodgé,;and corresponded for the Saturday’Eveninggggst ) .:

: ‘_.';'.'-:off l’hiladelphia while working ‘on the Era from 1850 ';,‘1_832.. o

.,.. i- . ;) o L

LY

v e . . , . . . . O v ' " " B e




;Dodge moved to Washington when "Gail Hamilton" submitted stories
to,a children 8 magazine rqn by Lippincott and her husband,w
Leander.\ As .a correspoudent, Dodge patterned her newegathering
after Lippincott rather than. Swisshelm. ‘Both "Grace" and

1 "Gail" discreetly obtained material from visitore to the Bailey

home and their\gjn observations from the ladies’ ‘gallerie of
i Congress. The two became: lifelong friends, although £&Pp]

,

cott, unlike Dodge, made no attempt to hide her real name, gave’.

»
v o

’ lectures and supported euffrage. ’;; : ' S I

o ' "Cunctare s" columna consisted of witty- political analysis.

[

Nine columns appeared in the vinter of 1858—59 dealing mainly

e

-1iwith -abolition, decorum in Congr 8 and economy in governmsnt.

Her tongue-in-eheek approach is ma ked in this comment on Stephen

A Douglas following the Lincoln~Dou'las debates._."Unlike the il

_ prophet s cloud from overspreading t

-gfdled dé%% to the aize of ‘a man' '8 hand."“ Prom December, 1859,

) -,_..to ApF11; 1860, “Cunctare" highli;hted' the frenetic pre-Civil “
War armosphere in 18 columns. "Slavery and Freedom are arappling

in a close, fierce and-hostile embrace,g_ahe wrote following John

\
Drown 8 attack on narper 8 Ferry.30 Her humor enlivened accounts

';of tedioua debates. "Honest men appeal to the people"and are?’

b

‘ desirousuof nothing more than that their speeches should go to .'

\
the" oountry -—a consumation devoutly to be wished, if country

: ~
air could have the same btacing and invigorating effect on

T7 feeble epeechea that it doea on feeble folke "Sl’

@ .
.

"o

whole sky, ihfhas dwin-- ‘

~»

.

DY

b""-‘



“._'- _.ﬁ\' I

'ﬁfhn; ailing mbther 8 feers for'her safety as the capital prepared

. v
for Hnr.ag Finances elso entered into her‘decision. Following o

+ L ‘ ‘t‘n L ’ 'Y i

‘na;uey"s denth m 1659, the Bra had folded nd Mrs.. Batley vas

. & \

.}f.?gmable to. pay Dodge who had been forced to live on.her ggregg
Z‘J’tionalist earnings. 3 The opportunity to return to'Hsmilton end
\.;urite books which ewég? hewginancial successes, appealed to Dodge, .

PR

. particdlarly since her father had semi—retired from farming and :

. her mother had a hired girl.3§

A

While it is difficult to measure Dodge 8 impact as, a pre- h
. ' z .
tCivil War correspdndent,:"Gail Hamilton' " success on the Era

Bty - Rl ~ "

probahly encouraged other women to seek careers in Washington :

, journalism. At~least"three women-followed'Dodge as Washingtpn
correspondents durfng the~Civil War and during the'1870's moref e

than a dozen were listed in the Congreseional Directory as en~
35.

"Gag1 Han-
be
{1ton" obviously was a woman and thus served as a role model

A Y

” titled to Congreseional Press Gallery privileges.

for other women, even though the sex of "Cunqtare" was more care-
fully concealed. . : - .?"

For 1860 to 1870, Dodge remsined in Hamilton, dutifully
’ caring for her mother who died in 1868 (four yeers after her"
father), and churning out eight books of light essays, many
"‘reprinted veraions of magazine articles on. the so-called "woman
question " Although she loved the country,,she occasionally .

longed for more stﬁnulation. Thanking a friend for sending her

newspapers. she wrote, "I em much embarrsssed by»the want - of a o
Qo .. S g e . S
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_ good library. 1 I am eight miles awdy from everything in the

'.co

L an invitation to visit the capital' "Certainly I cannot go to.

Washington much" ‘as I ehould ike it and much as I thank you for

. P 4
T wanting me to! - _ But here is my baby whom I can neither take nor

\/Ieave "37 g

Her magazine articles, amusing accounte of ordinary life

-~

filled with practical moralizing an‘d comentary on current events,

Y

often contained dialoguee between herself and fictitious males.
In these imaginary battles of :the sexes, ehe aired her opinions
’on woman 8 role. Linking a decision for a career to a woman 8
L pereonal appearance, Dodge wrote in "Gala Daye" (an Atlantic :
' Hont z piece repriuted in a collection under that title in 1863)' g |
"Now I maintain a woman" ought to be very handsome sy o OF else
| ' . ahe ought tog 50 to work and do something n38 While beauty in . .
: 4,‘“ L itself fulfilled a woman, she maintained those not endowed needed
L to develop themealves. No. o'a clever woman, whether she be a’
h painter or a\teacher or a dress-maker-:f she really has an
object in life, a ‘career, she is safe. She ie a power. She
" '__.comanda a re&lm. . She owns ‘a world 39 w3afe" from what?
Undoubtedly the’ tyranny of men. - As she put it,' "Men aqe ..
: childieh and as I. have said be£ore, animal. I.don't think they
-=-~-,,have neatly the self-restraint, self—denial high dignity and
| purity and conscience that women have--take them in the mass '40 5

In her own careet‘ Dodge saw heraelf performing like"

»

man.. In an Atlantic etticle titled "My Garden“ m "”rinmd -

ehape of one."36' Shortly bekore her mother's death, she declineﬁ o
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in Cpuntry Livig.g and Country Thinking_ she wrote, "There Y

Pl

is about my serious style a vigor of thought, a comprehensiveness

' o of view, a closeness of logic, and a terseness of diction commonly

. \5.

- ; suppoaed to pertain only to-the stronger sex. Not wanting <

‘ ‘a certain fanciful sprightliness which is the peculiar grace of
voman ." . "41 One contemporary critic praised her "roadable

EY A ]

style and found it "tart, tender, shrewish, pathetic, monitory, _
' objurgatory, tolerant, prejudiced didﬁctic, and‘ dramatic by turns né2:

Another agreed somewhat with her own evaluation. "Her champion- "

ship of her sex and its cause. has been aggressive, defiant, one

m:lght add blustering if - she were a man "43 i - a

'. . .While in Hamilton she wrote two of three voluues she iy / '
Coey said were. designed to improve the marriage relationship. In the . v

e first, A New Atmosphere (1865), ‘she -warned girls "your fathers_

ﬁr | will traffic in you without scruple" by forc:l}z’g wedlock.“ She
blamed’ marriage for keeping women subservient' ¥Men think if
women atrike out in a carﬁer of their own, the matter of secur-

' \ ing and,.disposing of a wife may not be quite the easy thing it

B b5

. 18 at’ present. Yet shé upheld the "sacred"‘ institution of ]

h marriage, simply urging men to permit their wives and daughters B

to cultivate their talents.

In Women 8 Wrong_ (1868), she attacked Dr. John Todd, a g -

o

minister_ oppos_ed to vomen 's demands for independencg. "Although.
convinced suffrag'e-"waa inevitable, 6odge argued it would_not,

;help women combat economic discrimination. lnatead-sh'e proposed '

, ) ,,__,,,a novel 'i'fternative' Rather than extend the ballot to all women..

[T . , »

ARV ST -8



Y Ly L . v n ‘ . .
i LN X e . ' ‘ .
R, A A ~ L. -13" i N L oo
i X . R B - * ’

limit At" to "intelligent and virt:aous" :I.ndiv uals of both sexes."-‘

RS- Y D
- At thia, time she vas considered sufficiently friendly to Buf.fr%%“ - '

"

‘ to he asked by Susan B. Anthony to contribute to the radical AN

' suffrage newspaper, the Revolution, but there is no record she : -

» ot . : .2

did B0\47 ’ E - - Lo o ‘ v . i
i As the 1870's unfolded, Dodgé grew more conservative, ' : )

influenced by her relationship with the family of James G.

' Blaine of Matne, (Speaker of the House, 1869-75; Senator, 1876-81; e
-“av :

Republican nominee for President, 1884, and Secretary of State,.'-
1880-81 and 1888-92) In 1870 she returneds, to Washington to ’

live with the Blaines, estahlishing a pattern for the rest of
' ) her life of winters as the Blaines' guest in the capital and

‘

summers at her home in Hamilton. Helping her cousin, Mrs. Blaine, :

_L

’ ' entertain ‘and care for her seven childr “‘Dodee became affamily

b

T fixture. She’ ‘took ‘the major trip of her liié with the Blaines |
and their friend steel magnet Andrew Camegie, accompanying

them to- Europe in 1887-88. Earlier she had visited the American

West and South., ' _‘ ‘ Lo Lo
Aa ‘ahe continued ‘her career, her ideas aolidi?ied in favor -
FO ‘

~of the status quo, and she took a strOng stand against nuffrage._

T

v ' -"' o« o I am coming round by degrees to woman sufftage and shall

48.

go against it hamer and tongs " ghe. informedxa; editor.-_ In - j o ‘

i

Woman 8 Worth and %rthl’eggness (1872), the last oﬁ ‘her books

v on. marriage, ‘Dodge contended domeatic life_ woulg be distupted : ‘_
R if ?oth hulband and wife were involved' in political aotivity - ‘ ; ‘

ana women lqot their opir:ttual superiority. The ballo_t,would‘ G B ) , ‘-"E-:"?
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."lmted mcher, whose opinions were cheriahed by her huaband. -

: ~‘1' highest Washington society. She wrote him kittenish 1ettera, -

- "hecoming one of a group of noteworthy women journalists :ln

o New York Independent and "Olivia" (mily Edson Briggs) of the ¢

~ of- the New Yotk Grmic primarily v?ote soc:(al fidws which

: make women "aggreesivc, pugnacious,, selff-centered," she -

. srgued, and remove .their opportunit&r to indirectly influence

'msn for good. . Perhaps unconscious‘ly, Dodge was inepired by '.

o _VV the Blaines example of domestic bliss.. .Althoush accused Of

..uamg public gosition for private’ 3ain Blaine led a0 exem~

- plary family life and his wife presented a picture of a c‘

In Washington Dodge resumed newspaper correspondence, ‘

the capital during the 1870' s. A;nong other Outetanding ‘
/ e .
.figures vere her old friend "Grace Greenwood" (Sara Je Clarke_ .

__,Lippincott) of the New York Times, Mary Clemmer Apes of t:he

Philadelphia Fress; all 6f - whon commented -on political affausf -

.7

from a feminine perspective Others such as Aust:lne Sneed
o

Dodse deploged: "I do hate that whole ‘style of writing. i .' r-

50
It s medd],efome and mischievous. Dodge wrote for The New

Loat
L]
.

York Teibune in 1877 and-1878, blistering the administration

DS

3

of Rutherford B.. Hayes under the guise of ridiculing 1:3

civil service reform efforts. | o . ; "

‘ By attacking Hayes she demonstrated loyalty t,on Blaine. _

- who had lost t‘he 1876 Presidential nomination to him. Dodge .

-adored Blaine, whoae hospitality gave her entry nto the -

-

«eauing hin thq "third man in the’ Nation" and hersélf "ealy "+

".".-"" o .'-‘ . | .

- .. N . -,
»‘ ’ e ‘ - . 1 7 ’ A S N : ‘ » " . -‘ . :l ’ y
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- Blaine aa a "conEuering hero" for l)ip tr'

: msnauvering. _ her eyes, Blaine, a spokel '

- i

who had acquir‘ed H fortune by unexpla ed means, could do no

' '}f, wrong 53 When Lippincott and Ames, among other womeﬁ corr.espon- ’

dents, deplored the extravagances of Gilded Age society, Dodge
r T PlaYed down the expensc of circles 04} which the Blaines (and

. she) movefi. In an atticle for the Galaxy, & populas masazine.
S "Gail Hamilton" assured readers that Washington social lié: T
N ° »rested "on a»purely intellectual basis, " and_ not, ad had been
“ - "'{ ' widely reported, on wasteful display.sl' .. _ | | |
' | " Dodge delivered her chief blasts against Hayes in a 50—
part series of. Tribune articles. Unlike. Lippincott and Ames ,
. -;-awho crusaded for' higher morals in politics, Dodge defended the.

scandal-ridden Grant administration and’ the apoils system. She

LS
'

| ridiculed civil service reformers, portraying tl‘em and Hayes '

as pretentious hypocrites and tore into one d?f Blaine's

'on

chief enemies, Carl S,churz, Hayea Secretary of the Interior. .

‘The Tribune, which suplibrted Blaine althohgh it favored partial

7

.

and it was rumored that Blaine either had written or instigated
thase pieces. Indignantly denying thass charges editorially, .
ge Tribun lavished applause on the articles as the: "most .

brilli:ant and the most widely read se;ies of criticism ever. ‘. )

- : i ‘ contributed by a woman 8 pen ‘to the literature of American

T . . . . . N . ‘ .
politics "55 - SR

b3

1 To her sisterl, Augusta, inxﬁamfftgn, she praised'

>
~

civil service reform, served }s a logical vehicle for the series,

-
.
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W politics. Instead she focused on Hayes allezed capricious .

- preferable to, have government employees selected by,metit or‘» .

' : .o - . . {nt
: . B (- - > o . .
]l . . : -
P . T ' .

RO .. o
oy . ?
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Today. vhen efforts are- underway to allow civil servants - \‘ c';w‘:m
zmore Participation in politics, her arguments hold some contm. ,\“
po/rary .‘“1.3!‘789:;-& She contended\it\awaa unfair to forbid p’oli- \\ ‘. L
tical activity. : t'ndes the office-holder cease to, be a citizen'; ,

Baa he no duties to perform in the vay of selecting 3ood men o

ond rejecting bad men?"56 Honor cannot be legialated, Dodge ‘k;
Brsueda and no Byetem on earth ever can be sat . up to guarantee. ,,
an absence of corruption Since himen nature :ls imperfedt, __-}, - |
"Let us face the fact that men are inevitably and honorably— B
at least not diahonorably—-selfish, and enlist their selfish-

.ness in the cause of good government."57 For the most part, GT;:,. o .,

howevér, .Dnge sidestepped the main argu@gnt' Whether it is

a . .
‘ . . -

. @ \

- man vwho.-has been chosen by- hi_s friende -and.neighbore. to _repre_e;

~ sent them in the National Congress?“58 v -l % % " R

f
d %

appointments, p,ossible abuse oi competitive examinations, and _ Cer
a 'defenae of ‘nepotism; "(Shall) the public eervice be closed*

to everyone whose family, near or remote, shall cm“ip a

e e s

R\ K.
<« N

Many articles "roested" various refdrmers and reform ‘
¢

publications, particularly The Nation, The ) rin field (naaB )

mbli an, 'I'he Q_oicago Tribune, and 'l‘he Advertiser and 'l‘he~

Jonrnal of ' Boston, for inconsistencies and disagreements among

theas vee For example, she attacked The Nation for a fall-
ing-out ﬂth a reform Congreseman, asserting no eooner did heM
"deliv'er an opinion oppoeed tq that of The Nation than that




".‘;‘ journs].. « s88t up on its hind legs and howled. JIf 1t is

1

" f( not cortuption it ig’ nerrow-mindedness that flies into‘a fu ' ’,,
. :. . E& when arguments fail. ._.'}."59 Dodge was guilty of the sf
, N o fsu].t.’_. It‘ i's hard to see how divergent opinions between a

_,3;. 5. 3 Congressnsn and The Nagiln in themselves proved the. ffailure

-~

e .. of civil service reform. 'rhe sefies bogged dewn in petty
- sarcasm and absurd comparisons between corruption in Sunday

.
Bchools and government.6°

Yet the articles enhanced Dodge's reputation. By the 1880'
her megazine articles, increasingly on religious themes, drew
so great a following that she could. dictate to’ editors. ﬁ“’l;:o/ '
hundred dollars amr article, without iimit as to 1:ength. ’Ffee
range as to themes over this world and \the next."61 After -two -
‘ '_ . of the Blaine children died while Blaﬂ was secretary of state
under Benjamin Harrison. Dodge began a eries of Sunday talks B .
. ' ) ‘on the Bible in the Blaine mansion that attracted cabinet mem-

-

,bers. diplomats and Congressmen (publish d in A Weshiggt—

— - . . . EY

- -....Bible Class, 1891).62

LIler 1ast journalistic ventures were curious throwbacks

N

.

¢
[

‘ fto her early interest in women's issues. In articles and 1et-
o ters to editors. she championed Florence Chandler uaybrick.
. “an- hericsn woman whom Dodge maintained hsq been un.justly
IR ssntenced. to life imprisonment in England for the alleged
B poisoning of her husband. : Dodge printed a 41—page ﬂdmphlet

'-..on the case,"'An Object Lesson in WOman 8 Rights" (1892).

E snd srgusd Hsybrick‘ was the victim of smal discrimindtion

. o
- %..P""M* BTN s . N P [N .
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She aIsa enlisted Mras. Benjamin Harrison to petition the

’

British govetnment for Haybrick' release,(which\occurred E

o

after Dodge 8 death) 64"

4

It was widely believed that Dodge aided Blaine with his

sjziﬂhps, and a fact that she helped prepare his two-volume

. sexdes, Twentz Years of Congress (1884-86) 65 c1ear1y Blaine _

eqiected her judgment and as his confidant she exercised at

" least some,of the behind-the-scenesvpoliticaladnfluence'she

had recommended for women as preferable to voting., . Blaine )
B ¢

bequeathed to her his private letters and papers which she

used in the eulogistic Biography of James G. Blaine (1895)

't .Mrs. Blaine expressed great affection for her, still‘her -

description of "Cousin Abby" in a letter to her daughter

hinted of condescension. ". . .she ("Abby") stood arrayed '

(at'a railroad station) in a brown dress, & red shawl and a

, gray hat, her strapped bundle; her bag and her knitting '

\

basket in her hand, the embodiment of genius and the very

picture of a strongminded woman. .U."65

Obviously Dodge’ needed the emotional support of family'

1ife which she found. in the Blaine household. In her mid-40s
.she proposed marriage to an. old friend John -Greenleaf Whittier,
the bachelor poet who lived in,Amesbury, Mhssachusetts. Although
' ‘l the two had carried on a flirtatio“s correspondence for years,’

- (‘ a1

Whittier quickly turned down the suggestion. According to"

‘to her (remodeled) house (in Hamilton) because she told- him

‘she had specifically built it for both of them. ‘She was_at
o . v, '

-

SEC I R W TS

41bert Mbrdell, Whittier "feared to go

Ve
-



' cooler noments ghe resﬁ.zed that ltghad msde b

67 T ey e .'
. .prm‘“o - . “ E . .- v
o o - Dodse euff:f.ed a paralytic stroke at the Eleine mansion

1a" Washington 1n*15§§§§h113 finibhing the Blaine biography./

{
: Taken home to Hamilton, she recovered sufficiently to

dictate an account ‘of viaions during her attack

. convinced her of imortality (X-Rays, 1896).. She died at
R che age of 63 on Aug. 17, 1896, at her home in '

» Her obituaries identified her as "Geil Hamilton,"
‘ " ) _
praised her "Brilliance" ag a writer and conver ationalist, G

- -,-f;fA~T4-- and lended her as the "intellectuel magnet of the Blaine

household." The Woman s Journal, moderate voi e of the

suffrage movement, thanked her for early service {to

suff"rage and concluded her career was "an object lesson
in=wonen's capacity as a political thinker and wr ter."

ey

It lemented that a women svho "e:;ercised 8o strong

‘ influence on Amenican politics should ‘never heve been \
L : 7l _ )
allowed to vote." ‘Today it eeems even more of an anomaly . -

'\» 'that she decided she did not -want to, but she must be

“ L . judged ,by the context of her times which savw her as a
) s ¥ . T 72 '
o progressive" voice for ‘women.

“

&« . -

R a It was unfortunate for her development a jonrnaliet

&

that she tied herself 8o closely to Bleine. omins an "o

| apologist for his ﬁuestioneble politicel morelity.:

: }
l

.
&7 oY
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fpublicly integrate her two roles "Abby" and "Gail 3amilton,

N . ;
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Her articles for The Tribune, primarily a defense of

Blaine s_gosition, lacked the ‘sparkle and freshness of her

_—

ngregationalist correspondence. Emotionally unable to . _.

T
A

exercise objectivity in her Tribune articles, she functioneq' "

/_____9,___—————’..—-—" o

like a traditional woman dominated by a strong male influence o .?‘2.'?

f
the fact she wrote at all. Although she was never able to

still her life demonstrated that a woman could be a

Washington correspondent in the nineteenth century even fu . e "7»

she subscribed to Victorian id"‘s of womanhodd.

.
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- . 1See.handwritten list of works Mary Abigail Dodgerpapers Essex
. Imstitute, Salem, ‘Mass, 'Gail® Hamilton“ published the following books :
_Country Living & Country Thinking (1862), Gala Daxs (1863); Stumbling

Blocks (1864); A New Atmosphere (1865); Skirmishes and Sketches (1865);

. Summer Rest (1866) Wool Gathering (1868); Woman's Wrongs: A Counter-

* . Irritant (1868); A Battle of the Books (1870); Women's Worth and
".Worthlessness (1872); ‘Twelve Miles from a Lemon (18747} Nursery- Noonings
..(1875) Sermons to the Clergy (1876); First Love Is .Best (1877); What .
Think fe of Christ (1877); Our Common School System .(1880); Divi_.
‘Guidance: Memorial of Allen.W. Dodge.(1881); The Insuppressible k (1885),
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: 2Janice Goldsmith Pulsifer "Gail Hamilton. 1833-1896," Essex ‘' = °
Institute Historical Collections, 104 (July 1968), p. 180. '

3H Augusta Dodge, ed. Gail Hamilton s Life in Letters II (Boston° o
Lee & Shepard, 1901), p. 389 hereafter called Letters Letter to
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“a

~ O 6Bot,h Dodge (1788 1864) and his wife (1795-1868) came . from families
‘ of English'origin who had lived in Essex County for two hundred years..
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Essex Institute. a i .
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Pulsifer, op.-cit,, 166. Ipswich Seminary flourished between
1826 and 1876. Mary Lyon, founder of Mount Holyoke College, the first
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" Other graduates were ‘leade¥s™in higher education for women..
8Mary Abigail Dodge ."A Chapter on ‘Bashfulness and Ugliness,"'
undated Commonplace Book, 2, -Dodge papeérs, Essex Institute. There
- are .two. notebooks kept between 1841 and 1855. - '
¢ . ’ I
9Harriet P. Spofford "Gail Hamilton," in A Little Book of Friends o !
(Boston. Little, Browm, 1916) P. 92. Spofford4(1835-l921) wrote short -
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