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COLLEGIATE ENROLLMENTS IN
AMERICAN 2-YEAR INSTITUTIONS, 1978-79
STATISTICS, INTERPRETATIONS, AND TRENDS

GARLAND G. PARKER

In the 955 American 2-year postsecondary institutions surveyed for this study. a grand total
of 3548,020 students were enrolled.’ This is the seventh annual report on student enroll-
menls in 2-year colleges prepared and published under the sponsorship of The American
College Testing Program (ACT) and the University 0f Cincinnati< This is a companion study
to the 59th annual report on enroliments in 4-year colleges and related institutions pub-
lished as ACT Special Reporl Twenly-five. ACT began ils sponsorship of the preparation of
this study senes on 2-year college enrolinents in 1972-73, when the series still was pub-
lished in Infellect. ACT also sponsored and published siudies prepared by this author on
career education and transfer enroliments in 1973-74 and 1974-75. Since 1974-75, the
studies on enroliments in 2-year colleges have been published as ACT Special Reports.”
This annual report includes poslsecondary 2-year junior colleges and proprietary schools;
cormmunity colleges; multipurpose. technical and/or vocatiohal schools and institutes; and
university branch colleges, carmpuses, and centers that have recognition, approval, or
accreditation by regional associations, professional organizations, of slale agencies thal
offer collegiate-level cerlificate or associale degree programs extending over a 2-year
period.

'The numper of instiulions cited includes single mshitulions reporting iNdependently, mdividual schools
wilhin the state and local 2-year institutional systems, and separale 2-year unils. included in the large
public universilies,

2plthough this repot 1s published by The American College Testing Program, the author 1S responsible
for the data, interprefations, opinions, and conclusions it contains,

sGafland G. Parker. Collegiate Enroliments in the U.S., 1978-79: Staunsucs, Interprelations, and Trends ir
4-Year and Related Institutions, ACT Special Report Twenty-live {lowa Cily. lowa: The American Col-
lege Testing Program, 1979). This report and any of the prior repofls In either series, since ACT has
been publishing them. may be secured for $2.00 each from ACT Publications, P.0O, Box 168, tawa City |A
52243. .
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P COLLEGIATE ENAOLLMENTS—2-YEAR, 1978-79

Study purposes wnd guldelines, The purposes of this study are to collec, reparl, and inter-
pret collegiate-level enrolimentsn American 2-year colleges as early as possible in lhe
academic year; o praview Ihe findings in limely press releases; 1o make available inforina-
tion that will be helpiul in postsecondary/higher education planning; and to give gpecial
altention 1o career education enroliments and developments.

Total tigures are cited for all reporling schools, but the slaled percentage changes, except
as otherwise noted, are based only on nstilutions reporting comparably for 1977-78 and
1978-79. This procedure allows inslitutions 1o be compared 10 ke or uniike unils sepa-
rately, in defined categories, or on atotal basis, and it also recognizes that the report does
not provide universal coverage of all 2-year instilutions.

Grand total enroliments head downward by 1.7%. In 955 2-year instilutions responding
for 1978-79, with a grand total of 3548000 students, Ihere was a deciine ol 1.7% in ihe seg-
ment of schaols reporting comparaply. This loliowed increases of 4% in 1976-77 and 27%
in 1977-78. and it compares wilh a decrease of 3% tor 4-year and related institutions in
1978-79 as reported n ACT Special Aeporl Twenty-live* As will be noled in greater detail
later, Ihis loss 15 the net resull al a small 1% gain in part-uime students and a more fignifi-
can! dacline of 5.7% i full-lime students. In a year when the demographic data presumably
would have provided population support for a larger number of students than in the prior
year, the overall 05S adds validily lo the observalions in this column i 1976-77 and 1977-78
that “the 2-year schools increasingly would find themselves aftecled by the reslriclive dem-
ographic, social. economic, and olher enviranmenlal circumstances’ thal already have
resiricied and will continue to infiuence negatively the enrollments in the 4-year and related
institutions, especially in relation 10 jull-ime students ® It was noled also ihat the 2-year cal-
leges will expenence intensified competition for sludents and in programs as the public and
private 4-year institytions hind it \ncreasingly dilficult to recruit students for their campuses
from the dwindling college-age population in the 1980s.

Neverlhaless. the 2-year schools have many strengths and advantages in comparison (o
their 4-year competilors in the academic marketplace. These Include generally open
access, relatively tow fees. a reputalion for commendable student counseling programs,
emphasrs upon good teaching, texibility In academic programming, particular emphasis on
career educalion olferings, and the avalabifity of a wide range of transter options. Also, the
2-year inshitutions have obvious attractions for commuters, disadvantaged or minarily group
students, those who do not qualfy for admission inlo some of the more sélective baccalau-
reale programs. others neading A second academic chance or choice by translerring into 2-
year schools. and the still increasing number of continuing education of adull students. In

‘Ibid.. p. 2.

sGarland G. Parker, Collegiate Ernolmients in Amencan 2-Year Insliutions, 1976-77: Staustics, Inter-
pretaiions, and Trends. ACT Spewial Report Twenly (lowa City, lowa. The Amerigan College Testing
Program. 1977). pp. 2-3. 15-18; Parker. Callegiate Enroliments i American 2-Year Instiutions, 1977 -78:
Siahishes, Interpretations, and Trends, ACT Special Report Twenly-tour {lowa City. lowa: The American
College Testing Program. 1978). pp 2:3.13-14. -
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order even lo maintain, much less increase, heir custornary share of the student pool, ihe 2-
year units will need to capilalize upon every advantage and strength they have as lhey vie
wilh their 4-year counterparts in the search for students.

Two-year schools sulfer serlous loss of 5.7% in full-time students. For the third consec-
ulive year, the 2-year colleges showed a decline in full-time students. After decreases of
3.5% in 1976-77 and 1977-78, there was a further serious loss of 5.7% in 1978-79 as 955
inslitutions reported a full-time total of 1,098,238 students. This may be contrasted with a
marginal increase of 9% for tull-time students in the 4-year and related institutions. Both lig-
ures are disappointing, in view of the fact that 1977-78 was expected to be the peak year in
the number of high school graduates. This loss meant that the full-time student percentage
of enrollees in the 2-year schools declined to 38%, after percentages of 45.6% in 1975-76,
44.9% in 1976-77. and 41.6% in 1977-78. Assuredly. the 2-year institutions have cause for
concern over the impact that this steady decline in full-time students has had and will have
upon their academic functions in terms of planning and operation. Although the proportion of
the full-lime-equivalent (FTE) student enrollment made up by fuli-time students, which was
al 68.1% in 1977-78. declined to 64% in 1978-79, the facl rerains that full-time studenls are
ol great importance in the academic enterprise of the 2-year schools.

Part-time student count up, but only by 1%. In the 955 2-year institulions reporting,
2216881 parl-lime students were enrolled. While an increase in the enrollment of this stu-
dent group was a welcome one, it still was disturbing that the increase in comparable units
was only 1%. In a period when the adult population group was increasing and when so much
emphasis has been placed upon the potential growth in part-time students lo compensate
far the expecled loss in full-lime registrants, it is soberning lo see this promising and signifi-
cant student category do litle more than hold its own with a 1% gain, which. of course, was
short of the margin needed to balance the loss of full-time sludents in terms of FTE credits.
The 1978-79 enrollment in the 2-year schools was significantly less than the gain of 62% in
parl-time students in 1977-78. In the five prior years, the part-time sludent percentage gains
in the 2-year units were as follows: 1976-77. 3.7%: 1975-76, 14.1%:; 1974-75,17.7%; 197 3-
74, 206%: and 1972-73, 12.9%. By contrast, the percentage changes in the pari-time stu-
dent enrollments in the 4-year and related schools over the same sequence of years has
been as follows: 1978-79, +1% (the same as for the 2-year schools); 1977-78, +2.3%: 1976-
77, -3.2%:; 1975-76, +7.7%; 1974-75, +8%; 1973-74, +59%; and 1972-73, =2.1%.

As these data clearly indicate, 2-year colleges historically have led the way in perceiving the
needs of part-time students, in providing opportunities and designing programs for them, and
in encouraging them lo enroll—especially adult and conlinuing educalion students. The
record for 1978-79 suggesls. however, that the 4-year schools will ofler increasingly keen
competition in the recruitment and serving of part-ime, adult students. The 2-year colleges
will need all the initiative, academic ingenuity, program flexibility. and valid recruitment

sparker, Collegiate Enroliments in American 2-Year Inslitulions, 1977-78, pp. 2-3. 13-14,
*
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shrusts they can muster as they seek {o Iulll therr vanous missions, serve (he higher educa-
tion pubhc, and maintain their inslitutional viabiity. Under no cireumstances can either
enrolment gain or mainlenance be laken for granted in the future.!

Enroliments by school calegories. Laler paragraphs analyze enrollment changes by
school categories and present interpretive comments on fuli-ime, part-time, and grand total
enrollments in Arnerican 2-year colleges. This approach makes possible dala analysis by
types of schools reflective of institutional control and program emphases. Enrolimenis are
first examined on the basis of four conlrol groups, namely, public, church-alfilated, inde-
pendenl, and independent proprielary (1ax-paying) inshtutions, in data subsel analyses pre-
sented later, particular attention is given lo career education or vocalionally oriented

programs.

Public 2-year institutions register a loss of 1.8%. In reversal of form trom 1977-78, when
this category gained 2.7% over the prior year, the 731 reporting institutions with a grand total
of 2,705,264 students, in comparably reporting siuations, registered a 10ss of 1.8%. Within
the grand lotal. it is ol signal note that the full-time student total of 1,024,247 reflecled a8
decrease of 5.9%. Although the part-time student count of 1,681,017 was up by .9%, this was
nol enough to offset the juli-time loss. This developrment is further evidence in support of the
wriler's thesis as stated in recent years that the public institutions would expenence increas-
ing competition with the private 2-year colleges in lhe lale 1970s and the 1980s. The inroads
the private schools make on (he student market in competition with the publc institutions will
not be greal, because of the imbalance in size of the institutional categones, bul the 2-yeafr
public units increasingly will ieel the impact of a sufler cornpeliion with their 4-year college
counlerparts. The rise of the public 2-year mishiutions was alimost metearic inthe 1950-1975
period, and the good teaching. wise counseling. prugram developmeni, academic flexibility,
and low studenl costs typical of these schoals constluted one of the most signilicant devel-
opments in higher education during that period. In the decade ahead, the extent lo which
they can continue and improve these oulslanding services will determing how well they hold
their own against the 4-year colleges and relaled inshtutions, especially those in the public
seclor. The fact is, however, that in 1978-74 the public msututions still accounted for 95% of
all students enrolled in the 955 2-year colleges surveyed in this study. Enrolimenis in the 2-
year public units are set forth in Table 1.

Church-affiliated 2-year colleges move ahead by 1.2%. Coming onthe heels of losses of
79 1n bath 1977-78 and 1977-76.1118 of interest that the 78 church-alhhated 2-year col-
leges reporting for 1978-79 enrolied a grand total of 31 £18 studenls, for an increase. in
comparable institutions. of i 245 As noted in pnor annual studies. the church-alilialed units
enjoyed significant enroilment nereases throughoul most of the 1970s. Presumplions are

‘lbid . p. 3, lar more exlensive backgraund and histoncal treatment uf 2-year and 4-year college enroll-
ments in both fuli-ume and part-lme calegornes. =pe Garland G. Parker, The Enroliment Explosion: A
Hall-Century of Auendance n U.S. Colleges and Urnversities (New York: School & Society BOOKS,
1971). See also the annual repors published in School & Suciety each year from 1919-20 through
1870-71, n inlellect from 1971 -72 through 1974-75, and in ACT Special Reporls in Ihe years fram 1974-

76 through 1978-74
-
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tha! these schools, many of them gvangelical or doctrinally tundamental institutions, were
inviting to a considerable number of students who wanted schools that emphasized com-
milmenl, discipling, and more traditional academic programs than were the norm in public
and other nonseclarian colleges in the 1980s and 1970s. As noted aready, church-affili-
aled schools suffered slight losses in the two years prior to 1978-79. but the gains they made
in 1978-79—a year of overall enroliment loss in the universe of higher education—are sig-
nificant, somewhat surprising, and must have been encouraging to the units thal experi-
enced them.

Within the grand total of enroliments in the church-affiiated schools, it is worthy of note that
the full-time student total of 25,346 reflecled an increase of 7% over 1977-78, In lhe same
units there were 6,272 part-time students, tor whom the increase was 2.9%. Enroliments for
the 2-year church-affiliated colleges are displayed in Table 2.

Independent private 2-year colleges—enroliment drop of 2.1%. After three consecutive
years of enrollment increases—3.2% in 1977-78, for example—the 79 independently report-
ing private 2-year colleges enrolled a grand total of 103.327 studenis—a figure which, in
comparable schools. resulted in a drop of 2.1%. These units were successful in enrolling a
tolal of 44,144 part-time students, an increase of 1.3%. bul the serious aspect of the 1978-79
enroliment development was that the 59,183 full-ime students were down by 4% in com-
parably reporting inslitutions. This loss is a malter of grave concern, especially when it is
noted that, while female enroliments in lhese schoals declined by only 6%, male enroll-
ments decreased by fully 8%. It well may be that such faclors as economic conditions,
recent declines in the college-age population. competition wilh 4-year instilulions and with
both 2-year and 4-year colleges offering technical/ vocational programs, and the apparent
trend amang recent high school graduates o pass up postsecondary education in favor of
employment have put these colieges al a umique disadvantage in altracting stu-
denls—especially male students. Nevertheless, these usually venerable, often well eslab-
lished and sometimes prestigious private colleges have demonstraled therr capacily to
compete amidst lrying circumstances. They are more flexible, lenacious, and viable than
many critics have understaod. An ongoing concern for these units has lo be the halting or, al
least, the slowing of the decline rate of therr male enrollees as compared to that of the
women. Enrollments for the independent colleges are cited in Table 3.

Enroliment focus on proprietary (tax-paying) schools. A massive portion of postsec-
ondary students in the U.S, attend proprietary (tax-paying) schools. There are thousands of
such schools, with millions of students. bul there is no comprehensive statistical analysis of
their enroliment figures. Since 1973-74, one objeclive of these ACT Special Reporls has
heen to expand the data base for proprietary schools, and thus provide increasingly helpful
information on enrolliment developments in this important area of postsecondary education,
Hesource and space restrictions limit the coverage in this sludy to only those proprietary
institutions that have regional or professional association accreditation and that offer two-
year, collegiate-level certificale or associate degree programs, The 67 pronrietary schools
responding had a grand total of 34.037 students in 1978-79. Of them, only 21 reported com-
parably, but in so doing reflected a loss of 1% from 1977-78. In the full-time total of
29 534—a decrease of 2,2%—men showed a l0ss of 10.4%, while women gained 7%. In the
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parl-time column, the tally was 4,513, with the comparable total indicating a gain of 9.2%.
The numbers of comparably reporting proprietary schools and enrollments, however, still
were loo small to provide a sulticiently valid data base for any signhilican! conclusions or
observations. || is hoped that eventually the reported data will support more conclusive
slatements. Propriatary school enrolliments as reported are shown in Table 4.

Perspeclive on enrollments in all reporting independent nonpublic 2-year Institu-
fions. While the analysis above provides helpful information about enrollment develop-
ments by school categories within the private sector, it is equally impartant to compare the
reporting 2-year independent nonpublic institutions 10 their public counterparts. The 224
nonpublic reporting institutions errolled a grand tolal of 168,992 students, for a loss in com-
parable situations of 1.2%. In the same 224 schools, there were 73,991 full-time sludents,
reflecting a decline of 2.5%, and 34,573 part-time registrants, for a gain of 1.7%. By contrast,
lhe 2-year public units had a grand total loss of 1.8% and a full-time drap of 5.9%, but gained
9% in the parl-time total. Thus, while both groups reported part-time increases along with
losses in full-time and grand total student numbers, the private schools sultered smaller per-
centage losses than did the public institutions. .

State and local systems in the 2-year college field. Since the iniiation in 1972-73 of these
2-year college enrollment sludies, special atlention has been given to institutions arganized
in state and local systems. The reader is referred to the companion study on 4-year and
related institutions for a more detalled analysis of the stale system phenomenon in poslsec-
ondary education.” but the massive presence of both stale and local systems in the public 2-
year college field merils nolice here as well. While the writer's view 15 that there is no auto-
malic virtue n institutional size, whether large or small, the supporers of the state and local
system concepls suggest \hat large-scale operational economies, reduction of program
duplication, combination of resources. enhanced financial support, and consislency in edu-
cational ams are among the advantages inherentin the state and local systems approach.
As alleged disadvantages, cntics pont o a decline in or loss ol local control, a mounting bu-
reaucracy, grealer rigidity in response o rapidly changing needs, and increasing imperson-
alization in relations between sludents and insbtutional representatives. The author is
grateful for all responses recewved. Indeed, the significant and productive efforts of many
reporting officers to provide the questionnaire data so imporlant for these sludies were most
commendable. The fact is, however. that, generally speaking, promptness and flexibility in
data responses have decreased significantly with the growlh in number and size of the great
state and local systems. There is no separale tabulation of them as a calegory, but the
enrollments of the state and local systems are readily discernible in Table 1.

Career education and the 2-year colleges. Since these studies were undertakenin 1972-
73, an important aim has been to focus attention upon career education and its relation lo
the 2-year colleges. In approaching this objective, a consistent study practice has been to
classily colleges in accordance with their broad educational functions, insofar as these
functions can be ideniified. Not all students tollow educational programs as closely relaled to

“parker, Collegiale Enroliments in the U.S.. 1978-79. p. 5;
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career educalion patterns as might be presumed-—not even students in technical and voca-
tional institules, Nevertheless, enrollments by institutional lypes are assumed 1o be gener-
ally indicative of the program aims of 2-year college sludenis. ACT Special Reports for the
1973-74 and 1974-75 academic years provided analyses and interpretalions of enroll-
ments in career education and collegiate transter programs in the 2-year institutions” In
later sections of this study, special aitention is given lo career education enroliments by
school control group and by type of institution.

Interrelationship of career education and liberal education. In each of these annual
studies since 1972-73, allention has been given to the roles of career education and liberal
education in our sociely and, especially, in the curricula of the 2-year colleges. With the
almost incredible growth in the complexity of American saciety since World War |l the need
rose rapidly for technicians, technologists, and service-oriented personnel to provide engi-
neers, scientists, olher specialists, and society in general with the support necessary for the
successful functioning of our system or way of life in this country. The 2-year colleges are to
be lauded for their commendable initiative in developing career education programs--and
enrolling students in them—that are essential to the training of the necessary technical and
service personnel. Indeed, one of the great educational success slories of the 20th century
has been the extent to which the 2-year colleges perceived and moved lo meet Lhe nation’s
needs in the cafeer educalion areas.

As we look 1o the fulure, there will continue to be a high demand tor career education pro-
grams and for well-rounded technical graduates adapted to changing economic and social
circumslances. Indeed, in the 1980s and early 1990s, when there are likely lo be fewer stu-

..dents to fill the available college places, it will be even more imporant for career education

programs to be relevant to the then current needs ot sociely. Qver the years, this writer has
been and continues to be highly supportive of career educalion. At the same time, he has
peen and is insistent thal such programs should nol be overly narrow in content. Career edu-
cation graduates will encounter the same problems and bear the same responsibilities as
other cilizens for decisions on government policies and praclices al all levels. Certainly,
vocational preparation of our graduates. not only in the 2-year schools but also in the 4-year
and related units, must continue to be an important educational mission; bul as University of

_Cincinnati president Henry R. Winkler stated in an address to the faculty, in emphasizing

vocation we should not forget “education—as contrasted lo training.”™" Obviouysly, thereis a
need for technical courses that are basic to the expertise required in a given career educa-

sGarland G. Parker, Career Educalion and Transler Program Enroliments in 2-Year Colleges, 1973-74,
ACT Special Report Eleven (lowa City, lowa: The American College Testing Pragram, 1974); and Career
Education and Transler Prograrn Enraliments in 2-Year Colleges, 1974-75, ACT Special Report Fifteen
(lowa City, lowa: The American College Testing Program, 1975). Both reporis are available for $2.00
gach from ACT Publications, P.O. Box 168, lowa Ciy 1A 52243

wHenry R. Winkler, “Faculty Hears Winkler, Hartman,” UC This Week. For University of Cincinnat; Fac-
ulty and Stalf (Cincinnali. Ohio: vol. 2, no. 7, October 24, 1978), pp. 1. 4.
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tion discipling, but there aiso should be a core ol courses in the tradiional ieral arts, or ans
and sciences, These cOUrses are essential to provide an adequate background not only lor
making valid decisions as yotars, but aiso for discharqing the responsibiitios ol gvaryday lite
in our society. An appropriate intermixture of lechnical and nonprofessional courses in
career educalion programs can beller prepare students for management assignments thal
may become possibiliies in laler lite, as well as for any changes in career direction that may
pe mandated by rapid technological o ather developments in society. When lorced to make
decisions thal may have economic, social, cultural, educational, poltical, and even military
implications, the career education student will have profited from exposuré lo a curriculurn
that included a reasonable range ol arls and sciences courses. In addition, the contribution
that a balanced curriculum can maka, beyond the narrow limits of a technical or parapra-
tessional field of experlise, 10 the lite enrichmenl of students 18 of infinite value. Admittedty,
many, il not most, 2-year college programs reflect an awareness of the need for a balanced
curnculum, but there is reasan for engoing concern over {hig 1s5ue In Ihe development and
relinement of career education programs.

On the other side of the issue, il is imperalive Lhal 2-year colleges, gspecially the junior and
communily colleges, recognize the important relationsnip that arls and sciences and other
nonprolessional programs pear to career education objeclives. Medicine, law, and the
mnistry —certainly prestigious professions—are disciplines for which the arls and sciences
generally are acknowledged to be the besl academic preparation. This is true in many olher
professional and paraprolessional areas as well In view ol increasing concern among stu-
dents for finding suilable jobs. il 1S pssential for the 2-year as well s the 4-year schools 10
interrelate as many of their programs as possible with career educalion curricula. A judi-
cious blend of technical and liberal arls program ingredients not only will better prepare stu-
dents for careers, but aiso may ennhance institutional viability in the period of demographic
decline looming ahead for the 19805 and early 1990s.

Enroliments in technical and/of vocational institutions rise 2 §%. In a consideration of
career education programs in 2-year schools, a first look should focus upon enroliments in
those units classified as tachnical and/or vocational \nstitutions. In the 175 technical insti-
tutes or colleges reporting for 1978-79, there were 221,374 grand total, 127 537 full-time,
and 93,837 part-ime students for respective percentage changes of +2 6%, -.1%, and +6%.
The most striking development in this enrollment complex was the 11.9% increase in the
part-time enroliment of women. Although slowed somewhal, male enroliments continueda
decrease trend (-21% in full-ime and -.4% in grand total counts) that was noted in the
1977-78 report. On the other hand. female enroliments increased significantly with riges of
2 7% in the tull-time, 11.9% in the part-time, and 6.7% in the grand total counts. While itis
correct to call first attention 1o students enrolled In technical/ vocational schools, il is impor-
tant in gaining an overall perspeclive on technical and/or vocational education enroliments
to understand that many thousands of other students are registered in similar programs in
hundreds of 2-year junior. community, and mullipurpose colleges, and in university
branches/campuses/centers. Although the increase in enroliments for the 175 technical
and/or vocational schools reported in this section was much lower than the 6.7% of 1977-
78, the fact remains thal this was the only classified schoal group 1o show any gain for 1974~
79 in the 2-year colleges.
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Enrollments In junior colleges. The unior college calegory prmanly includes instlutions
that concenirate on 2-year programs in the arls and sclences. Thuy are mostly private in
control: many all-male and all-lemale colleges fall inlo this classilication. The 251 respond-
ing units in this category reported enrollment iotals and percentage changas lor 1978-79 as
follows: grand tolal, 324,263, -2.5%; full-time, 174,144, -1.2%; and part-line, 150,119, 13.2%,
By contrasi, the senior sisters of these units, the baccalaureate arts and sciences schools,
gained 4% in 1978-79. The 2-year junior colleges are not noted lor emphases on career
education, bul there is a movement among many of thexm to interrelate thelr prograims ore
closely with career paths and lo provide greater academic support setvices tor career pro-
grams. Success in this area may be closely related lo their instilutional viability in the com-
ing years of anticipated enroliment decline. The continued loss of male students, down by
6.4% in full-time and 5.6% in part-ime totals, has to be a seroug concem tor these colleges.

The community colleges slip back in grand totals—Ilose 1,9%, The speclacular rise of
community college enroliments that has so long dominaled the 2-year callege lield was
halted, at least temporarily,in 1976-79 when (he 476 such units responding reported a grand
iotal of 2,983.405 students, a loss of 1.9%; a full-ime count ol 984,705, down by 6,5%; and
1,908,700 part-time enrollees, up by 1%. In this dominating segment of the 2-year callege
field the 8.9% decline in tull-ime men and the drop of 1.8% in part-timemen are important
considerations for these institutions. Women lost 3.9% in full-ime and gained only 3.3
pari-time enroliments.

Although dala to rellect It are elusive, it 15 true that many of the siudents enralled »
colleges pursue career educalion programs, bul ihe presumplon is that well over - of
them are enrolled 1n nonprolessional and transter programs leading to baccalaweale
degrees in a wide range of fieids.

Enroliments in multipurpose units and university branch colleges/campuses/centers.
In 11 multipurpose 2-year colleges reparling for 1978-79, there was a grand total of 59,449
students, reflecting a loss of 5.8%; the full-time number was 21241, a deciine of 5,9%; and
the part-time total of 38,208 was a decrease of 5.8%. In 42 2-year inslitulions classified as
university branch colleges/campuses/centers, there was a grand total ol 49,529 sludenls.a
decline of 3%: the full-lime student total was 23,512, a loss of £.9%: and the part-time num-
per was 26,017, a nse ol 7.3%. Program data for these units understandably are diflicult 1o
derive, but, while the preponderance of programs relale 10 the arls and sciences and/or
baccalaureale transfer options, a signiicant portion of the sludenis in hese unils are
enrolled in career education curricula.

" significant loss of freshmen in 2-year colleges—down 4.7%. In all categories surveyed

for 1978-79, the most significant downward movement In terms of implications for tuture
enrollments was in the count of classified full-ime freshmen in the 2-year colieges. Thigcal-
egory includes all students who, whether first-lime degree-credit enrollees of not, are
counted in the freshman classification by their own institutons. In 331 comparably reporting
2-year institutions, there was a grand lotal of 274,849 lull-time Ireshman students. a signifi-
cant loss of 4.7%. Within this group, there were 137,339 men who showed a sharp decline of
7.1%. while the women numbered 137,510 for a lesser loss o 2.1%.
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Afnong the various school contral categories, the heav iest 105 was suflered by theinde-
pendent private schools, as shown by the 25 comparably reporting wnls with 10,354 classi-
fied freshmen, for a decrease of 11.4%. In the 269 publicinstilutionsrep artirg comparably,
freshman enroliments fell off by 4.7% lo a grand total ol 256319 o these, 129922 were
men, reflecting an important decline of 7.2%, and 126397 were wornen, whodecrease dby
1.9%. At the same time, the 32 church-affilialed schools reporting reshmen cornpar ably
indicated a grand total i ncrease of 1.5% with 8,594 clas siiied reshrmen. Qf these. the 2 B45
men increased marginally by .1%, and the 3745 wormen f0se by 26%. Allhough the nurnbesr
of proprietary institution s reporting comparably was loo smalltobe statisically signilicant,
the five units thus respoending had agr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>