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CHILDREN'S LITERATURE IN THE LIGHT OF NORTHROP
FRYE'S THEORY

AITKEN, Johan Lyall, Ph.D. University of Toronto (Canada),
1975. Chairman: Professor S. P.' Rosenbaum

In this study the need for a systematic approach to the
,

teaching of children's literature Is examined. ,What ik meant
by system and by childPen's literature in this context IS de-
linetted Th'e fact that no coherent, intelligible and communi-
cable system exists for the teaching of literature at present
in our schools and that as a result, such teaching is severely
handicapped is discussed and demonstrated.

Before literature can be taught systematically, a context
within literature 'mti,st be established for each work being stud-
ied. Northrop Frye has provided teachers with systematic
literary theory which they can apply in both the study and the
teaching of their subject. The fact that Northrop Frye provides
WI theory in an intelligent, cohesive, comprehensive and
`teachable* form is substantiated.

The most elementary principle-1-Zr-, Frye's theory such as
the connections among all works of literature can be taught to
children This fact is 'demonstrated in the study by the apptt-
cation. of Frye's theory in some detail to the following cate-
gories in Children's Literature: Myths and Legendary Heroes;
Nursery Stories and Fairy Tales, S ries, Poetry, Verses,
and Rhyme. In addition the literary epttons of "time",
'reality" and 'dream" are examined n terms of Frye's theory.

This application of Frye's theory, in both tts itterary and
educational aspects, to specific works demonstrates why an
understanding of his theory forms a sound basis for the teach-
ing of literature. -

Frye's attempts Co democratize and 'demystify" literary
criticism are stressed throughout.

AN APPROACH TO THE STUDY.F AMERICAN INDIAN
LITERATURE AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL

Order No. 1803594

BATAILLE, Gretchen M., D.A. Drake University, 1977. 162pp,
Adviser: John Hagaman

Although few English students in American colleges and
universities have, been exposed to the materials of tile Amer-
ican Indian tradition, such literature has been available for a
number of years. The works of American Indians, whether
individual or tribal, have generally gone unnoticed by the ma-
jority of teachers, who have usually favored non-Indian in- it.
terpretations of Indian experiences. Most literature students
have Studied the work of James Fbnimore Coopof and have
read "'Hiawatha,'" but have read the Navajo "Night Chant"
or heard traclitional Indian tales, and courses in twentieth cen-
tury literature have routinely omitted A'merican Indian nov-
elists and poets. '

An increasing interest in minority and ethnic literature,
'however, has resulted in more publication of American Indian
materials for the classroom. While thisSs to be applauded as
a long-awaited realization that-American literature ft multi-
cultural, there are difficultie9 inherent in the assumptitthat
one can pick up a lesson plan or curriculum guide and to ch a
novel by N.,Soott Momaday or a group of poems by Ray Young ,

Bear. To understand and to teacliAmericanIndiin literature
is snore difficult than is apparent an the surface. Although a
t,Cber could 'get by' With a superficial treatment of a novel
or poem, such activities do Justice neither to education nor to
the literature.

iE

as,

Teaching minority literature is difficult beCause we lack a
critical past that exists for most iiterian and British litera-
tures. The problems are intensified by the negative attitude ,

toward minority groups that has been nurtured by the very ex-
clusion of their literature from courses. In excluding these
literatures from regular academic programs, English depart-
inents have leftrstunents with mostly pcpular culture to de-
termine their images of and knowledge about Native Ameri-
cans. Chapter One discusses some of the stereotypes which
in the past have hindered and still today limit our .understand-
int of American Indian literature.

The study of American Indian literature should begin with
the traditional oral materials of the, People. What have been
passed down as poems wereltriginally songs, which usually
are presented in a printed page context rather than through
the oraftradition within the cultural context. Also as a part
of the oral heritage are a large number of tales and myths.
There are religious accounts of creation, trickster tales, ex-
planatory tales and both serious and humorous stories. Such

i
literature is found among alit American Indian tribes and, al-
though much has been lost, there is a great deal remaining as
a part of living American Indian cultures. These oral mate-

..

Hats are at the core of later biographical and autobiograph-
ical works which tell the stories of individual pves,as well as
tribaLlives. The ceremonies recounted JR Black Elk Speaks
and the account of the religious lives of his people in Charles
Eastman' Soul of an Indian can be directly traced-to the power
and pervasiveness of the oral tradition. Most often seleCted
for today's classrooms are the contemporary fiction andpoemS,

° written& English rather than the native languages and often
reflecting twentieth century concerns. Here too are the ves-
tiges of the/traditional cultures of Indian people, sometimes
directly related to a partiCular tribe and sometimes reflect-
ing a pan-Indian'philosophy. Writers such as N. Scott Moma-
day, James, Welch, Wendy Rose, Leslie Silko , Ray Young Beir,
and others represent the vitality and imaginations ofithe),In-
dian writers of this century, but they do not, ignore their heri-
tage, nor do they deny its influence.

Because none of the contemporary literature of the Amer-
ican Indian can be fully understbod or appreciated without a
solid knowledge Of the traditional materials--the symbols, the
characters, the themes, and their significance to tribal lives- -
this study will emphasize the ,traditional herftage that continues
to perdure and td influence and direct contemporary writers.
The,ernphasis of ChapterTwo will be on this essence of Amer-
can radian literature. -Chapter Three will then illustrate the
influences of traditional elements on contemporary writing.

It is impossible to prescribe a plan for a course in 'Amer-%
ican Indian literature that will be appropriate for all college
classrooms; nevertheless, it is possible to describe a variety
of approaches and materials which might beaused. To this en'd,
the concluding 'chapter. will present several suggestions to
the teacher of American Indian literature., These suggestions
plus the annotated bibliography will provide substantial mate-
rial from which to organize a course designed to meet the
needs of an individeaLteacher and class.

POETRY ttS.,,,A COUNSELING PTOOL1 THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN -RESPONSE TO EMOTION ORIENTED POETRY
AND EMOTIONS, INTERESTS, AND ISERSONAL NEEDS

.Order' No. 7800072

BROWN, David Harvey, Ph.D. Corneii University, 1977. 124pp.

Poetry has been used as a therapeutic agent in a variety of
settings, and poetry therapy, along with other adjunct therapies,
is being increasingly used to facilitate the process of psycho-
therapy.' The use of poetry has been zeported to facilitate corn



- munication, insight arid ay.areness. formation of relationships,
catharsis and mutilation, group cohesion, comfort, exploration
and intensification feelings, exprtssion of forbidden material,
elinii,attun of resistance. spontaneity, and circumvention of de-
fenses. Many of the stated therapeutic properties of ppetry
imply an emotional respOnse to an emotional message, and find -,
ings which shed light on this response are a necessary prereq-
uisite to a precise understanding of poetry as atherapeutic tool.

. The purpose of thissturit wasito investigate the relationships
between mood, personal needs and interests on the one hand,
and responses to emotion oriented poetry On the other. -

The piaminadr Poetry Questionnaire iC.P.Q.) was mailed to
112 freshmen at Chaminade College of Honolulu who had been
given ttje Edwards Personal Preference Schedule (E.P.P.S.) and
the Strong Campbell Interest Inventolv46.C.I.1.). Sixty-six of
these students (35 female, 31 male) responded to the citiestio}1-
naive. The C,P.Q. was designed specifically for the present
study, and included measures of response to emotion oriented
poetry (perceptiveness and preference), mQod of the subject
(both present and usual) and general interest in the study. Re-
spondents v.ere ask2d to read eight emotion oriented poem frag-
ments (two ifor eactfof four emotions)yand for each of them,, to
identify the primary mood expressed. They were also asked
to indicate their feelings about each poem fragment. Responses
to poems expressizig the subjects' "own" present and usual
mopd were cdnipared to responses to poems eitpretsing other
moods in order to identify mood related differences in percep-
tiveness and preference. Errors in percepti'veness were ana'
lyzed to investigate the possibility of efnotional projecti,on. The

responses et high and low scorers on the Introverslon-Extrover-
sion scale of the-S.C.I.I. were compared. Also responses to the
poems were correlated with scores on personality variables on
the E.P.P.S., as well as with interest scores on the S.C.I.I., to

, determine whether relationships between these variables existed.
Subjects were significantly more perceptive with poems that/ expressed their own currently experienced xrrood, but this was/ not therfase when usual mbod was considered This result was

viewed as partial support for Leedy's Iso-principle which sug-
gests fhat.poems should be chosen to match the mood of the
client. Errors in perceptiveness tended to be substitutiens of
the Subjects' own usual mood for the actual mood expressed in
the poem. Thus, Subjects appeared to project their own usual
non-happy moods into the poetic material, High scores on the
Affiliation variable (E.P.P.S.) correlated significantly with
overall perceptiveness levels on the C.P.Q. The conclusion
was drawn that clients with strong affiliation needs would be
prime candidates for the use of poetry in counseling. Sco'res
on the Succorance variable (E.P.P.S.),were inversely related
fro level of interest in the study. With one exception, scores on
the S.C.I.I. and E.P.P.S. did not differ significantly between re-
spondentt and non respondents to the C.P.Q. The exception was
the Affiliation variable, on which r5spondents scored higher than
non-respondents, mid this result As consistent with the conclu-
sion that high scorers on this variable would be good pro'Spects
for poetry counseling.

if*
THE USE OF ROLE-PLAYING, IMPROVISATION, AND PER-
FORMANCE IN THE TEACHING OF LITERATURE

DEMMOND,, Josephine Keeter, Ph.D
Georgia State University S hool of Education, 1977

Pu ose

In 1971 Edmund J Ferrell in Deciding the Future predicted'
the use of dramatic activities as a major approach in the En-

? glish classroom for developing mote mature responses to lit-
erature and improving reading comprehension. This prediction,
considered along with declining national reading comprehension

< scores of high school students oh the Scholastic Aptitude Test
(1974), motivated this study. The research undertaken investi-
gated the effects that two methods of teaching literature had
upon the following attitudes and behaviors of high school stu-
dents: (I)lattitudes toward literature,A2) attpudes toward
self, (3) responses to literature, and (4) responses to treat-

, ments as related to reading comprehension. The two instruc-

Hight! modes e (I) a traditional Join oat h w! h Pis olved
Ouse tevual tidy. t esc.tre tipapei tutNr . and passage
memorization and (2) an expelituental nproach winch used
the diailiatic activities of zole.-pla:Iiig, impri;%isati.in, and
pitrfoi inane

Method, and Pi ocedures

The subic c t, (N-78)-wer e chosen friuni the junior class pop-
ulation of a Fulton County high school of mixed sojo-economic
levels and were,raialumly assigned by computer to the English
literature classes._ Four classes and two teachers comprised
the research unit with the research being conducted luring one
school quarter. Each teacher had an experimental class and a
traditional class.

The Solomon Four-Group Design Was chosen to test the re-
search questions of this study. The instz unients used for mea-
suring changes due to treatinents.were (1) &lance and Rem- .

mers Attitude Toward Any Subject, Forms A and B;
(2) The Tennessee Self Concept Scale, Research Form B, and
(3) Squire s seven response categurres for the coding of stu-
dents' written responses to literature.

An analysis of,civariance, with student reading tomprehen-
. swill:scores as the covariate, was used to determine whether

there were significant differences between the levels of treat-
ment on the dependent variables of attitude toward literature
and attitude toward self A multi%ariate analysis of covariance,-as-well as a univariate analysis of covariance, was used tode-

Ya termine whether there were significant differences between the
levels of treatment on the dependent variable of response to ;

fr literature

Result s

The.experimental treatment of using the acting techniques
of role-playing, improvisation, and performance in the study
of literature d,id change the students attitude toward literature
in a positive way at the .05 level o( significance. No significant
main effects occurred on the dependent variable, attitude to-
ward self. In the inultivariale analyAis of covariance on ttie*
response to literature variable, significant interaction between
the levels of testing and treatment was shown at the .01 level.
The subsequent univariate analysis of covariance curikn each
of the eight sub-categories of the cespunse tt5 literatufe vari-
i.ble showed the following results: (1) I. main ..iffect of treatmc.tt
at the .05 level occt rred,in the Non-Involvement and Interpre-
tational sub-categories, (2) significant interaction between test-
ing and treatment at the 01 lesol occur red in the Self-Involve-
ment, Prescriptive; and Non.liirovement sub-categpries,
(34 reading comp ehension appearbd to I elate iu the Literary
Judgment and Narrational sub-categories, (4) no main effects
occurred in the Associational or the Miscellaneous sul?-i
categories t

Concrosion4

The results of this studs produced some insight and under-
standing about questions on Ihe use-of acting ierhniqu,.s in the
Studs or literatvie Althcfulli the e:spei mental try it tnent was ,

sil:mfic ant I )fl only one of the thine variables. atitoe toward
literature. it is of importance tteit thisiat iudinal change oc-
curred.ze.,ardless of the level ocreachn, ompl ehension, This
requtt woind inlv that the of inle- /V% r lorovisation,
airct performance is an'effet tire teaeljn( appt oach in the study

, literiture for tatkcients varying considerably in reading corn-
p: -her iirvi

I h., ' t, ' ' r
dent vali.th.P to 'puns° CAPIttt.lt,I' . t ,71Un;
,,t.;derjr -11011 al, nit ,grin.: sires, r t in.;tru-
teic-1 .1./ ':! th' litera

Tip. it I

dependent vortriLlt .11r, n.pt tq r.vntral.:(, the subjects' apps e-
hension ahndt tsr dino r.T ant4thc.4:-' tnlittilicnt 104 reitiiri.itz
xittlt to n zt st, to 10, i .
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN S PREFERENCES FOR
SELECTED ELEMENTS OF HUMOR IN CHILDREN'S BOOKS
AS DETERMINED BY SEX AND GRADE LEVEL

Order No. 7730471
. .

Karla jjpan,Ph.D. University of Georgia, 1977.
1320. SupervisS-r: M. Jean Greenlaw

Purpose

The, purpose of this investigation was to determine what
humorous elements elementary School children would select
from samples of children s literature and what their stated
preferences were for these elements. The four'types of humor
selected for study were human predicament situations., absurd-

( ity, incongruity, and verbal humor.

Procedure
The subjects were 150 randomly selected sec%nd, fourth,

and sixth grade pupils from five southwestern Atlanta public
schools. Equal numbers ofiboys and girls participated from
each grade. The subjects listened to, taped recordingsvof eight
picture books, which had been classified as representative of
the four types of humo,r by a group of raters. Subjects met with
the researcher individually on four occasions to listen to two
stories and to completethe instrument devised for the study.
Subjects were questioned about the degree of funniness of the
story, their preference for hearing it again, the elements of
the story they perceived as being funny, and which of the two
stories they liked best. The verbal responses concerning the
perceived humorous elements were tape recorded and later.,
transcribed and categorized according to the four types of '
humor.

Differences by grade leel and by sex in recognition of and
preference for hearing each of the four types of humor were
analyzed using the one way analysis of variance procedure.
Chi square was used to determine the-association of pupils'
verbal responses to the humor in the books and the categories
of humor to whith the books had been assigned. Subjects'
choices of favorite books were treated descriptively.

Conclusions , .
The following conclusions have been drawn from the findings

of the investigation: 1. there are no apparent differenees.by
sex among the second, fourth, and sixth grade children in this
sample in their preference for human predicament, absurdity,
incongruity, and verbal humor as types of humor; 2. second, ,

fourth, and sixth grade children appeared to be equally able to
perceive human predicament, abhurdity, and incongruity as
types of humor; fourth and sixth grade chilcRen appear to be
able to percei bal humor than second grade children can,
4. second, fo , and sixth gradtchildren appear to perceive
a variety of es of humor in books, instead of the single type
of humor in hich the books is classified, 5. there is appar-
ently a wide ge and variety of differences among second,
fourth, and h grade pupils in their humor preferences;
6. based on the wide variety of respohses given by second,
fourth, and sixth grade children when presented with humorous
literature, it appears that humor preference is an individual
trait.

Analysis of actual book preferences Indicated that the sub-
jects had one overwhelming favorite. Other titles tepded to
increase or decrease in popularity according to age of the
Pupils.

. .

C,

A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF THE.ILLUSTRATIONSIN
SELECTED SHOWCASE BOOKS AND STUDY OF YOUNG

. - CHILDREN'S RESPONSES TO A SAMPLING OF THESE
BOOKS SELECTED -BY ADULTS Order No. 7603506

HUMMEL, Joanne Beverly, Ph,D, Michigan State University,
'977. 179pp.

. The Problem

The.firsiaurpose of this study was to determine what adults. .
who were knOwledgeable in the field of children's book illtistra-.
tion found-to be graphically excellent by analyzing illustrations
in 'Showcase picture storybooks designated for children in 'first
and third grade.

The second was to determine first and third grade children's
preferences in the style of illustrations using Showcase books
selected from the previous sample.

The major question related to the first puipose of the study
was: What elements, in terms of illustrator, artistic style,
media employed, artistic technique, number of co ,lors, dominant
subject and mood were present in Showcase picture storybooks
published for first and third grade children during the years
172-1976.

The major question related to the second purpose of the
study was. What ate the reactions of children in grades one
and three to the illtistratioils in Showcase picture storybooks
which have been designateds graphically excellent by experts
id the field of children's boas

The sample for, the descriptive analysis of 53 picture story-
books was compiled from titles of books selected for inclusion
in the Children's Book Showcase from 1972-1976 published for
children in first and-third grade. The frequency of each ele-
ment found in the sample book's was recorded in summary
tables.

,The sample forthe study of children's responses consisted
'of,ten books from the previous 53. All were in color, five in
the abstract and five in the representational style ;fart, The
subjects were forty children in grades one and three lima sub-
urban middle class community, twenty first and twenty third
grade children (ten boys and ten girls from each grade) se-
lected at random from three first and three third grade class-
rooms, The children were asked to respond to a questionnaire
constructed to determine their feelings, after each book was
presented to them individually. They were also requested to
rank order the books after all books were, shown.

Conclusions--Descriptive Analysis

The majority of the illustrators were well established pro-
fesiionals of Viich twelve had multiple books in the Showcase.
The* media and techniques used indicated ayariety of materials
and reproductive techniques. Representational art styles were
more prevalent in the Showcase books. However, the percentage
of abstract hooks inc-ease riach year. Four color illustra-
tions occurred most frequently. The subjects appeared in
three categories listed in order of frequency: "people," "ani-
mals" and "animals and people." Humor and adventre were

'the most prevalent moods,

.,Conclusions -- Children's Responses

All children preferred the representational style more than
the abstract style of art; however, first grade children favored
the abstract style more than the third grade children. Third
grade_girls disliked the abstract style most. They.also dis-
liked the representational style more)han the other children.
All children liked books, most had books of their own, but in-
dicated parents did not often read to them. The reading inter-
ests of the first and third grade girth were-similar, including

/fairy tales and mysteries,'as were the reading in%erests of the
first and third grade boys, which includ9d monsters, space and
science. All children liked animal stoVes. There was a
preference for familiar books. Most children indicated they
could tell the story from the illustrations, with the exception
of one book, The Slightly Irregular-Fire Engine. The most
frequent coniments concerned subject and color of the illustra-
tions. The children indicated the representational books made
them feel better than the abstract books. Girls indicated the
most desire to read the books after viewing the illustrations.



ON TEACHING BIBLICAL LITERATURE OBJECTIVELY:
A CASE STUDY order No. 7800074 ,

r

f:

'

KELLY, Wi Main M.. Ph.D. Cornell Univesity, 1977. 96pp. !,

On Teaching Biblical Literature Objective lx is a case Study
that was coducted er six semesters during a three-year per -;
tod at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York.

The Author closely observed the classroom experiences of
one teacher teaching Biblical Literatttre. The pulpose was to
examine courses where an attempt was being made to teach ,
Biblical Literature objectively and to.use educational concepts 1

to discover what would better aid its happening and what were ;
the particular problems that stood in the way olds happening. 1

The conclusion of this case study is that Biblical Literature
can be taught as objectively as any other discipline if educa- . ;

tional concepts are successfully used to put to rest mis-educa-;
tive ideas that hinder its happening. Students usually do not
have the same emotional attachment to other subjectslhat they
have to Biblical material, so as ,a result, mis-edifcative notion
that they were raised with seem to surface more clearly,when
an attempt is =dela teach Biblical Literature objectively. I
was discovered.that because of this -attachment and its conse-
quences with regard tEteaching and learning, time spent cl ar-
ing away mis- educative notions is timb well spent if the goal pf
teaching Biblical Literature objectively is to be met.

_ The educational concepts set forth are not only important;
in resolving classroom difficultie4.4"key are also critical in
supportiog.definitions of objectivity uted by theorists in the,
field.

The overlap of the tto fields of theology and Biblical Lit-
erature is a uiuque problem that sets this discipline apart from
others. Even more so than with other disciplines, Biblical' Lit-
erature-calls fora clear method of examining the material that
will separate the one from the ether.

A method that worked was demonstrated.

tHE EFFECT OF READING ON ATTITUDES TOWARD /THE

ELDERLY.
Order No. 773 774

LEVINE. Hain% ey Fred, Ed.D, Boston University School
Education, 1977. 261pp 'D.Iajor.Professor, Dr. ThoniasjG.

Devine

Problem

Does reading Illerature depigting the elderly affects he att
tudes of seventh and eighth grade students?

Procedures(-
The experiment was conducted over a duration of

weeks in the South Florida area. Two urban junior h'
which reflected similar trends over the years in inte lectu
capacity and achievement, as determined by standardized t sts,

iwere chosen for the control and experimental group . . .

At the outset. the total sample consisted of 220 si udent

110 students in each group, which v..'as comprised oc 55 se

enth and 55 eighth grade students in each school. Howeve
at the termirdtion of the study, thg entire sample ctinsist of

184 students. 96 subjects and 88 subjects from the ,contr and

experimental groups respective. ..

Forty -two hooks were reviewed for the exper ental

From this selection thirty were chosen on the bas s of t

SMOG readability formula, content, professional q' rec
mendation and the availability of books in print. 'he th ty

literary forms represented a mixed genres which consi 1 ed of

eleven biographies; fourteen books involving the relati ship

of younger people to adult relatives; and five otl ers c cern-
ing the relationship of younger people to adults ther t an

relatives.

ighte
h sc co_s

he literature was me'cle accessible to thestudents, where -
hey ,could read the book's in.clags; or take them home; and
urn the literature shortly thereafter,e Since thessrading was
untary, alternatives to quizzes and fornel book reports had
be empked to determine, essentially, if the books were
d. Therefore, each student received a packs of thirty
dy. guides, with each guide consisting of two open-ended

uestions, requiring th'e 'student's to give their reactions to the
aterial read. Aftv the students conipleted reaang a spe-
fic 'selection, the individual guides were submitted. In addi-
on, informal conferences were held with some students to

determine, if the material had actually been comprehended.
Throughout the study, the teachers were asked not to moral-

ize about the nature of the books' content, nor hold discussions
with the students, as the actual discussions might influence
the students rather than the reading about the elderly.

The students were pre- and posttested, with the Kogan Old
People Scales. The main thrust for the evaluation of the pro-
gram consisted of the.analysis of inferential statistics from
the pre- and posttest results of the Kohn Old People Scalds
for.the control grCoup and experimental group and their respec-
tive subgroups of girls, boystieventh graders and eighth
graders? '

Conclusions

As a result of the study being exploratory in nature, no gen-
eralizations could be applicable to a more diverse population.
The primary statistical findings, regarding ANOVA for inde-
pendent samples were: 1. Reading several literary genres
about the elderly increased the students' attitudes in a dirtc-
tion which was more favorable toward the elderly, as reflected
by the Kogan Oid People Positive Scale. The change fol. the
entire experimIntal group, as well as for its subgroup of
eighth graders was significant at the .05 level. 2. The means
tilt the subgroups of girls, sellenth graders, and boys from the
experimental group moved in a positive direction, but the
scores were not significant, as reflected on the Old People
Positive Scale.. 3. According to the Old People Negative Scale,
The change for th entire experimenthl group and its subgroups
of eighth graders d boys were significant at the .01 level.
4. Although the me scores, on the Old People-Nega ive Scale
had diminished, for t the experimental subgroups of se enth
graders and for the girls, thus reflecting a mor rant atti-

. tude, these. scores were not significant.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF RELATED VARIABLES TO ELE-
MENTARY STUDENT,S' INFERENCE OF AND PREFERENCE -
FOR MALE/FEMALE, STEREOTYPED" NONSIAREOPIPED
FIRST-PERSON PRO1 AGONIS 'IN SFLEC FED STORY
SEGNPENTS

LOV-ELACE, Terry Lee, Ph.D.
University pf Georgia. 1977

Mayor Pr: fesvs: Ira I'. ,A, .I .1 A J Ki. t.,n

T1ns '11 . f rem e
of ,ad ful nl..lc I... al_ C I) .1

first-peion.protagoni,tlkyr, (Litt
Siti ?elatinn4,1)sp oetwen lea ler, ,,,?(-41, -11w 5tat,1-.

protagoni; was a!-io u,t. d.

'S14 III. p,,ttie-tes y ff.p. al. i 01,1er,

.4 '1 '''' ' 7. 6,'

2 Ma! a- i f, n.1b ; c a.1

1 .(,r, 1,

.: 1, ,

-t.v it



C a :L. 1,1 g I %i It dl (ealtly
related r wy.er,the-
Lnith thr,c , Ji lied null tipotnesIs
p 031 1. pi It -.I pt ft L,_nc f rn.tic. trader s f,r. each
of tl., ri,ht /. 11,..t 1,e LI !died to
the male ic la.. re: ut 11,, .,t n ACtit :I of ble
perso t,ists in II e ei. ht :Jot l.ypotheslb
relL cc, p ,J5 3. Tht k,t cic,I prufcI--inc, of fernale reader,

each, f rht. ei ut ,t se"an.c its will n ''sbe sienificantl re-
lated to the fern:tie read.,/,' i deteace of the sex of each of the
first-per, .n ,11.tS lit the enutit story se,ments (null hy -
puthests're:ieticcl. p .05 6. here will ue sinlficant dif-
ference in, pairLd 1pretiL.itment t,. pu,tuueatment) rankings by
preference asps, treatment of the eight story segments by the
199 subjects Mull hypothesis out reieEted).

The sample consisted of 199 third; foutth, fifth, and sixth
grade elemental, school front two rural northeast
Georgia elementats s'A,uuls. Raw data for this study included
sex of student, c 'auriolugn al age ni munths, glade equivalent
reading let el, and socioeconomic status. fn addition to tttst3fe
measures, el.,Ict story se,,ments with n Alt female, ste otyped
nonsteru,typed first -pet son protagonists were used to deter-
mine each subject s stercutspe score. Rankings by preference
,were recorded by student, both before and after the investigator
revealed the 1-01"1 1 otx of the first'pei son protagonists in
the eight star', seer: eats.

Collected Itc.a were orated statistically by use of the Fried-
man Two--A a. .ikal.sis of Variance, Chi Square Anal. ,is, Mul-
tiple Re,ressi n Analysis, and the WilLoxun Matched-Pairs
Sign Rank t-Test. Numerical counts and percents were reported
in several instances.

Statistical anal.ses of the data revealed the followig. 1. Sig-
nificant reldtur,sids were found between reader sex .tnd reader
preference for story sernents both pre- and posttieatment
p .05). 2. Ecaaitriatina of squared sera -pat tial cum elation

coefficients from a Multiple lidgression Analysis predicting the
average stele it.pe score with and without sex, age, socioeco-
nomic stains, and reading le;,e1 rciealed both reading level and
age t, be si.,ndiLant contributors to the stereotype score (p < .05)
when the tbree other variables were held constant. 3. The sex
of the react r <wit. face some be4ring yri his preference for
stories in wi, I- he has correctly inferred the sex of the, first-
person prota.dmist ip .07,1. 1. No sigaificant differences were
noted in :Lacier prefer<n<e fur stones either before or ;after the
investigator D-c Laled tne -correct sex of the first-person nar-
rator.

Implicat.ms told %elle/ al,tations from the findings of this
studs must i I.Ilitted to populations similar to the one utilized
in this -"au. Children if ing ages, reading levels. socio-

,-econorri rlases. a-v.4 ',rapine locations might well respond
differen I. bi me same lir.ett.1, which were presented to these
children Order tin. 77-29,785, 151 pages.
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THE PERCEPTIONOf, LITERATURE BY SILENT READERS
AND ORAL INTERPRETERS: A THEORY'AND AN EXPLOR
ATORY EXPERIMENTAL STUDY Order No. 781)0732d

MINISTER, Kr.stina Arndt, Ph.D. Northwestern University,
1977. 303pp.

4. review and evaluation of studies and theories in interpre-
tation of literature and teaching of English show,s a compelling"
need for an integrating theory which will explain and priclict
the phenomenon of literary "experience which centers on the
process of perceiving literature. Metaphoring is chosen as
the optimal literary ygincle for initiating the parameters of a
percelver-text theory which must include adolescent and adult
perceivers of texts--silent readers, interpreters, and audiences.

The premises of the theory are made explicit by a genetic
epistemology which holds that knowledge about the world is/le-
quired by acting upon the unknown: Semiotic'developnient,
through its successive sensorimotor stages, shows how we
gradually acquire the categories of community designated con-
cepts and their representative verbal labels. Early sensori-
motor based semantic relations gradually become grammatical
relations, the vehicles for words. Eventually we develop a per-
ceptual continuum that stretches from exterior perception to
interior perception by which the intentional obiects of the Imag-
inative consciousness perceived: By means of this outer
to inner perceptual io, we are able to connect past experi-
ence to present into tions, interpreting what conceptual intelli-
gence designates via language. Developmental semiotics thus
makes the perceptual psychological` base of the theory com-
patible with the phenomenological philosophical base of the
theory.

The theory proposes that the asethetic use of language, de-
rimed from the ordinary use of language,' begins with an author's
a priori selection of clues. The perceiver, having previously
acquired the primary meaning of words and sentences, acts
upon the textual clues, perceptually inferring the clues' intended
fictional meaning. Four phases characterize literary percep-
tion: 1) clue isolation which is called tension, 2) clue utiliza-
tion which is called involvement, 3) confirmation check, and
4) confirmation completion. Special explanations include the
perception of fictional background and foreground within the
temporal organization of consciousnessvmultiple perception
of performances, fictional feedback, and the validity of percept
teal inferences among silent readers, performers, and audi-
ence members. Two initial propositions are derived: 1) the
degree of tension perceived during Clue isolation will determine
the conditions for the degree of involvement perceived during
clue utilization, and 2) a ratio of low background and high fore-
ground will establish the conditions for subsequent perception
of high tension and high involvement With perceiving authors'
clues.

Adapting a linguistic theory of metaphor to an instrument
measuring tension and involvement perceived from fourteeh
grammatical metaphors in short poems, and verifying the in-
strument by a test of interjudge reliability, this study casts
two sets of hypotheses to test each proposition. Submitting
data collected from 192 randomly selected high school and un-
dergraduate students from six diversified schools to nonpa.ra-
metric statistical tests and some descriptive procedures, the
results support the following conclusions. tension and inv010e
ment are significantly correlated; older students, women, and
experienced performers are more highly involved than are
other students, readers prefer the tension perceived from
poets' clues to the literal levels of tension and are more highly
involved with the poets' clues, and a specified type of gram-
matical clue proves to be optimal for grammatical metaphoring.

Relating the results to the theory, tension does precede and
set the conditions for involvement, the two propositions are
mutually reinforcing, and both propositions cpromise predictive
power. After assessing\the strengths and weaknesses of the

Investigation, four initial sets of propositions are presented for
future experimentation in-the perception of literature.
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THE PICTORLkL AND LINGUISTIC FFATUPES OF COMIC
1300E FC,Ii',11..71dS

FF. Wil'u.i a Alt, ir. l'h.D.
7-3t. fiver, 1977
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to be a laL k .,t to the pictur.a1 and lin-
gelistie :eat ate t f foi nut bou'r,s. 1::.ing John Ca7velti's
(1976) tit finitiorN fui adit.muie, mystery, and alien
beings or states fui as a basis, this exploratoi y descrip-
tive study has examined the pictorial and Ing,uistic features of
formulaic comic These features have also been ana-
ly2ed in terms o: their cox tributron to formulaic construction
and encoding of self-disclosure and feedback in comic books.

It was hypufhf-sited that LA mulaic 7,umic books develop eel.,
tarn visual andlan,:ua,7,e forms which Lary from one formula
to another. In this study, the observations of visual and verbal
features were coded intu nominal categories for analysis. Chi
square was used in ordei- to support whet147- something otier
than chalice was acting to yield the relationships found betOeen
formulaic categories and pictorial and linguistic features.

Every panel in two comic books fkm each formulaic cate-
/gory was examined in terms of the fiSllowing recurring tea-,
tures: panel shape (vertical, horituntal, and square); each .
panel's point of view (normal, high, and low);, picture size
within each panel (close and wide), types of statements elicited
by the actors and narraturs (interrogative, exclamatory, de-
clarative, and incomplete); paihs of speech stressed by the ac-
tors and narrators (naming, asserting, modifying, and joining
and independents).

A chi square test of the relaAionship between the three panel
shapes and the four formulaic categories indicated a highly
significant difference between the observed and the expected
frequencies X2(tif=6) 64.27, p'.001. In term of panel shape,
the analysis suggested that adventure was characterized by
vertical 'square, mystery by horizontal, and alien beings or
states by square. Romance revealed an absence of charac- .

teristic panel shape.
A chi square for the relationship between the three point

of view angles and the four formulaic categories indiated
a highly significant difference betWeen the observed and ex-
pected frequencies X2(df=6) = 38.46, p<.001. In terms of point
of view, the analysis suggested that adventure was character-,
ized by normal, romance by high, and mystery by low. Alien
beings or states revealed an absence of characteristic point of
view.

A chi square for the relationship between the two picture
sizes and the four formulaic categories indicated a significant
difference between, the observed and expected frequencies:
X2(df--,3) ,-- 9.90, p <.05. In terms of picture size, the analysis
suggested that mystery and aner; beings or states Ire char-

, acterized by close picture size. Adventure and rorhance re-
vealed an absence of characteristic picture size.

A chi square for the relationship between the four state-
ment types and the four formulaic categories indicated a highly
significant difference between the observed and the expected
frequencies X' (df -9) z 380.17, a.001. In terms of state-
ment type, the analysis suggested that adventure was charac-
terized by exclamatory, romance by Interrogative/incomplete,
mystery by delarativo and alien beings or states by exclama-
tory.

A chi'square for the relationship between the four parts of
speech f st res-..ed words and t!le four formulaic categories in-
dicated a highly si-nificant. difference between the observed
and rho expected :rqt.iencies X' (cif 9) 47.54, c,001. In
terms of stressed dart, of spcech, t:.e analysis suggested ad-
venture was characterized by naming, asserting, romance by
asserting. ne,sery by naming 'prining and independents, and
alien :WITIt.,, or by Car int:: .1. A 11.1114

A descriptite analysis (lf each comic book story revealed
that artists and r.ers used the chiracteristic features sta-
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THE MILDRED L. BATCHELDER AWARD BOORS,
1968-1977: A DECADE OF HONORED CHILDREN'S
LITERATURE IN TRANSLATION Order Nu. 7730436

NIST, Joan Irene Stidhani, Ed.D. Auburn linit rsity, 1977.
156pp Director: Richard L. Graves

The purpose of this study has been to Investigate elements
in the forty-two books nominated for the Mildred L. Batchelder
Award during its first decade, 1968-1977, with emphasis upon
the ten recipients. The Award is presented annually to the
American publisher of the most outstanding tranSlated children's
boo'k. The Award is sponsored by the American Library Asso-
ciation to recognize the contribution made to international
understanding through children's literature and is named for
an }nternationalist librarian who for many, years was an execu-
tive e' the Association.

The objectives have been to egplore the range of publishers
and translators of all nominated works, to identify any predomi-
nance of orrgtnal languages front which the books were trans-
lated; to explore the range of settings, both time and locale,

.presented to young American readers' in these honored foreign
books; and to identify any predominance of genre or structural
type represented in the works.t

Tabulateons were made of each element studied, trends aid
patterns in the Award's ten-year history were identified. The
followtng conclusions were drawn: 1. A wide range of publish-
ers is represented by the Batchelder Award books; there is
no domination by one or a few publishing firms. 2. Many trans-
lators have been responsible for turning the books into English,
some of them translating several nominees. 3, Works from the
Germanic languages dominate the total number of nominees
and also the ten Award recipients, 4. The books show a pref-
erence for European settings. Of note are the several authors
who Atrite of an area foreign to their language. 5. Primary
interest is in contemporary settings or those to the recent
past. 6. Modern and historical fiction are the main genres em-
ployed. 7. Progressive narrative is the structural forms of
most of the books.. Picture books have been included in
Batchelder Award consideration.

1

EXPOSURE TO FANTASY LITERATURE, RELATED ACTIV-
ITIES, AND CREATIVITY IN KINDERGARTEN

Ortier No. 7732418

OLSON, Miken Rae, Ed.D. .Arizona State University, 1977.
127pp.

The purpose of this experimental study with kindergarten
children was to determine if a fantasy literature program with
and without related follow-up activities increased the creativity
of the children. Fantasy literature was defined as imaginative
fiction containing phenomeea not found in the real world. The
subjects consisted of 38 boys and 46 girls in four classrooms
taught by two female teachers in a suburban P oenix, Arizona,
school district during the spring of 1977. Th Torrance Tests
of Creative Thinking Figural Tests, Form A, was used as a pre
test and Form B of the same tests was used as a post-test.
A L test was applied to the raw scores and the groups were.
compared. The confidence lever'set was .05. All subjects also
composed the endings for two stories: one stem sentence was
given as a pre-test and another stem sentence was given as a
post-test.

It was found that there were no significant differences be-
tween gi-Oups in a majority of the categories of the Torrance
tests., Some signifidant differences were found prior to treat-
ment favoring the experimental groups, usually in the elaborvo
tion sub-score and the total score. It was also found that there
was a trehd in all groups and in all categui ies for the post-tegi'
scores to be lower than the pre-test scores on these lests.

1



An, analysis of the stories showed that the experimental
groups and the control group made gains from the pre-test to
the post-test but that gi eater itains were made by the.experi-
mental groups than were made by the control group. It was
concluded that,ths creams sty measure nity have been more ap-
propriate fur use with kindergarten .1)1ciren than was the Tor-
rance battery.

Results were discussed In terms of possible inadequacies
of the creativity measure used, tfle shont duration of the treat-
ment pio4ranis-, and environmental influences which may have
affected the children. It was concluded that the measurement
and fostering of.creacivity in very young children are complex
tasks and that additional research in these areas is needed.
Furthermore, instruments need to be deeloped which are ap-
propriate for use with youpg children.

SOME EFFECTS OF SELECTED BLACK LITERATURE ON
THE SELF-CONCEPT AND READING ACHIEVEMENT OF
BLACK NIALE EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS

Order No. 7731496

PERRY, Jesse, Ph.D. University of California, Berkeley,
1977. 168pp. I

Purpose of the Study

Prompted by mandates 'and legislation at the federal and
statewide lCaldurnia State Department of Edumitton) Ivels to
include a component in district developed programs designed

Ito improve the self-image of educationally disadvantaged stu-
dents, this study's purpose was to determine if the self-concept
of Black male eighth grade students would be enhanced after
they had read and responded to selected Black literature, in
this case short stories. Specifically, the areas under examioa-
non were: 1) self-concept and response, 2) reading achieve-
ment, and 3) attendance.

A major question related to the-purpose was: would instruc-
tional terials in the form of literature selections-from the
Black experience help Black male students to think more posi-
tively about themselves? .

The literary worksselected indludecl the following: "Stago-
lee' by Julius Lester, The Homecoming" by Frank Yerby.
`The Boy Who Painted Christ Black" by John Henrik Clarke,
"God Bless Ametica" by John 0. Kittens, and 'Brother Carlyle"
by William Melvin Kelley

Statement of the Problem

This study attempted to provide answers to the four follow-
ing questions: (1) What effect, if any, doers the reading of se-
lected Blade literature have upon improving the self-concepbof
Black male eighth grade students') (2) What effect, if any, does
the reading of selected Black literature have upon the class
attendance rate of Black male eighth grade students? (3) What
extent does the reading of selected Black literature have upon
the reading ability of Black male eighth grade students? (4)What
effect, if any, does exposure to selected Black literature have
upon the ability of Black male eighth i.ade students to perform
language arts tasks?

Procedure

Three groups, two experimental and one control totaling
thirty-nine male students and taught by three different'teachers
were involved in the five-week experiment. The school, with a

`4.argeBlack and Mexiban-Arnerican student enrollment. is Jo-.
cated in an area described as sinner-city." Two groups, El and
E2 used the selected Black literature and one group did not re-
ceive the literature treatment, that is, they experienced a reg-
ular course of instruction in English language arts (C).

A semantic differential, developed by the investigator, as-
sessed the °self -concept attitudes of both experimental and con-
trol group students.

Findings

Analysis of the data (rum the hypotheses resealed the tot- \,

lowing major findings. 1. English language arts skills achieve-
ment eighth grade Black male students exposed to the se-,
lected Black literature were nut significantly different from the
English language arts skills achievement of students who chdnot

receive such exposure. 2. The self-concepts of eighth grade
Black male students exposed tattle selected Black literature
iere not significantly different from the self-concepts of stu-
dents who did not receive such exposure. 3. There was no

significant difference betweer( the self-concepts of high read-
\ ing ability students and the self - concepts of low reading ability

students. 4. There was no significant difference between the
attendanci1 patterns of eighth grade Black male students who
received exposure to the selected Black literature and the at-
tendance patterns of students who did not receive such ,ex-.,
posure.

Conclusions

The conclusions reached in this study can be listed as fol-
lows: 1. The failure to detect a statistically significant dif-
ference on the reading scores of experimental students would
appear to indicate that exposure to the selected Black litera-
ture did not affect-significantly the reading ability of these
students. 2. Overall, the exposure to the selected Black ht-
erature 'did not seem to have had any influence on the self -
concepts of the eighth grade Black males. 3. Finally, the ab-
sentee rates of the eighth grOe Black males (do not seem to
have been affected, either positliely or acherkly, by exposure
to the selected Black literature.

A STUDY OF THREE METHODS OF PRESENTING SHORT
STORIES

POWERS, Richard L., "Ph.D.
The Louisiana State University and
Agricultural and Mechanical Cillege, 1977

Supervisor: Professor Charlie W. Roberts, Jr.

The problem of this study was to determine whether there
would be any differences in the scores on tests on selected
short stories among three groups of eleventh grade students
who (1) read the stories, (2) viewed film versions of the stories,
or 43) listened to recorded readings of them. An additional di-
mension of the problem was ts? uncover any such differences in
the scores of students who attended schools of differing socio-
economic levels.

Four short stories in print, film, and audio rscorded media,
were presented to three classes of one teacher `ion) each of
six high schools in Bkon Rouge, Louisiana, a tc.ta. o: 20: stu-
dents. Two of the lush schools v.ereclassified high
socioeconomic attendance districts, too were ha
ing middle range socioeconomic attendance districts, and t.:.0
were classified as,having low socioecc.aoiric attry'...?.nce dis-
tricts: Ear h 'of the six tcychers liarilbne class I./ad all four
stories, one that viewed all foul films, s .4 r cl,,ss that
listened to all four'recordings.

Tht object ferenced t rqi the -.1,ort ,r ; r -re

.t ir I I .

:or rt.idi,.: 14.,d.ns -%41('p! h h t -110 .A: cr'% ' tai tail
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In (LP cot ,.1 the .)ustisi nicans-of the con.
e zrnrioh, t nts read the' h.oi r

(0,k 11 Lo 1 rca r in tit . fist, s
tem,edthr Min Icrso,n, of 11,c sti nr, (N - 1,0)...1lic

.vho vicv.e,I the him scrsiont were tunsn to have scortd sienift-
canth: th.u. the v.! ,) !1:-.,:ened to tiic recta...4.d
readinitu I:: 7),.
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In r !Lt,t117, )1,Glide li.ul btUtkillS ft
the stories_ scut cd ni,lar than studt nts who viewed
the film., and to the recordings; but these
was no statistic.tl:t si.nnfic.lnt difttrenee between the scores'

ik of the listeners and the viewers. r

There were i,u statistically sp4ificaut differences among
the scores of the ihiet preschtatioli mode groups in the middle
range socioeconomic level schools,

In the low socioeconomic leterscliools, students who read
the stories and students who viewed the f,ilnis scored signifi-
cantly hIgherthan students who listened to the recordinek, but
there was no statistically significant difference between the
scores of the readers and the viewers.

Six con-los lar heel reachedfroni these results. 1. Stu
dent reading of printed short stories is generally superior to
the other lethods and must not be displaced in the narile of
motivating students or dealing with problems of low reading

'' ability. 2. Students are weak in listening skills. 3. Film ver-
.sions of sh rt stories are relatively more effective in the class-
room than r corded readings of short stories. 4. Student read-
ing IS especi lly effective in high socioeconomic level schools.
5 Film versions and recordings are useful supplements to
printed short stories in middle range socwecononiic schools.
6. Recordings of short stories do not seem to be effective in
low socioeconomic schools. Dreier No 77-28,696, 140 pages.

THE DEBA'T'E OVER FAIRY TALES

RAUSCH, Helen Martha, Ed.D.
Columbia University Teachers College, 19'7'7

Sponsor:, Professor Anne Marie Mueser
1,-,

There have been numerous reports of a "controversy. over
fairy tales" on the American scene during tie twentieth century,
This study consttt'utes an historical investigation of conflicting
points of view ass-to the suitability of fairy tales for children,
principally as this issue was evaluated by piofessionals in the
fields of children's literature and education. The varying
statements that gave shape to the reputed ctetroversy" have'
been,set forth, and i.tfluential or representative spokesmen
idertkied. An attempt .vas made to identify sources of dis-

earnest. In addition, theoretical guidelines stemming from
the discipline of psychology we.re examined to assess their
bearing on this discussion. Following an Introduction, Chapter
.[outlined the historical and psychological background to the
debate, Chapters II and III presented the case for and against
fairy tales, Chapter IV gave a summary of the debate with
analysis. .

. Primar, sojircernateiials collected through library-re-
search incldded a comprehensive look at relevant books and
periodicals with national circulation in the following fields:
child it c'y and I: i,holoc,r,y, n ., lite:at the, and educa-
ti n.- (I.. the sphere of.psycholvo, the therapeutic literature

., as inc :aded onl, to the extent that it implemented the profes-
sional elacatut literature.) Additional published materials,
e.g., pamphlets or newspaptrs, *ere consulted *hen they
Seemed III ely to provide essAtial information not available
from other sources. .

There have been two main developrnents that pertained di-
rectly to the question of the suitability cif fairy tales for chil-
dren, arovoKing a di4Prict rtsponse Lion' prC)fessionals in the
fields of education and children's literature. The first was
tui.n-cif-the-century promotion of fair,. tales as grade school
readini: coatenLon the grounds that,youniNchaclren have a spon-
taneous interest iiiinythapoelle lei atui e. Fatiy tales were
churned to_lia,le a unplug: Cdpal Itv lo iiinulate the child s imag-
ination. Desditt some dissent. post notably by .John Dewey ,'
this outiook m..ms I., havfat..,.0ed ,t favorable climate for the
tales chain,: the first t.vo e ades. The second stinlithl to
rexeweil ei.alJati nu of fair,: tales Pt l(f. lel t.:,tC(IIIIInd from theherd I-I ,,w mot .'nyint in children's literature which Lucy
Spra u Mitchell mai.gurated e 1921 with the pujilicaiton Df
the. MA, axi \o,i. Si.,i,. ii,,,,: ifift hell 1,_41,tel-1,q1 f.inillar as-

, 1 .11, A 4 ,1 ' 41. ,,,. . Int 0.1114 ,, : 0 : ' dr., .,. bto.ratiii e
.,, wim,.;er childr":,. ifor point of stew dre.v.follInves, partic -
.:1,..1 in the field of earl/ chilllio(id ednca'i . flowet er, a,de-
fei,, iesooro.e a,..i.ii in ofez,..i mak at 1!11 e developed. from

0 :ay ,:, Jr-21,--yhr,1..11;10 hIttr,s,,t 0(0 v. -lef l're:pient
.
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references to a controversy as well as an agitated effort to
substantiate the nierivi of fairy stories. In later years, atti-
tudes were inure relaxed, although occasional references to a
controvei sypersist to the present clay. -

Research disclosed a wealth of favorable commentary over
the centui .ts n whole that has fax outweiiihted negative criti-
ii;ni. ji,t,eneial, adverse Judgments of the tales either doubted

the inuence of fanciful stimulatiorsor protested against im-
moral tendencies in the stui ies, Actually, favorable discussiA
did provide a kind of foi.uni fa? evaluation of problematic as-
pects pf this lit time, such Concerns seem to have
been allevia a.

Mitchell rfo morerealistic literature for
younger chi time when their .spemal needs were not
well recognized, available literatUre was limited. The signifi-
cance of her overall argument may have been missed by many
professionals whope loyalties were stirred by the very mention
of an attack upon the tales..

In later decades, more ielaxed attitudes owed muc toclOser ,

selection of literature according to children's age levelS,*
broader variety of literature for all ages, and positive views
in psychology as to the function of fantasy in childhood. The
weight of general opinion points to sustained support for fairy
tales. Order No. 77-27,895, 266 pages.

.A i L Dk OF '111E coxyrtimmo::s or CARL 11UNG
AND .t RA%Elt AND THEIR FOLLOPERS TO "I HI%
HFRC 111C111;TYPE SUG(.1;,..:,TIONS FOR. TEACHING
LIT FAATU:IE,

It'Ol)f., Dolores Suzanne Ph.D
The L'Ilver,itt of Texas at Austin, 1977

.4. ,
Supoz visor: James L. Kinneavy

Th,s studs, esamines the nature of hero archetypes as de-
fined by Carl Jung, especially in his work Symbols of Trans-
furtyation by Jellies Frazer lit 1 he Golden Bough, and by other
anthropolugisti, Of initiation rituals. Myth critigs, notably
Northrop Fr,e, give primacy in their interpretation and anal-
ysis of literature to Jung psychological hero patterns and to
Frazer's ritual patterns. The fix st.ttwo objectives of this study
were to discover precisely what hero patternseach suggests
for literary criticism.

The study concluded that three libidinal Movernents de-
scribed by Jting are analogoo; toqlterary hero pAterns, These
three patterns are: genera' progressi.ve-regressive libidinal
movement from conscious to unconscious, sexual libidinal
movements toward love objects which,repl'ace parents, and
libld.nil movement into the unconscious to discover hidden
aspects of self and brig these to consciousness. And the study
concluded that Frazer and other anthropologists suggest two
'00(mitive ritual patterns analogous to literature. These two
rituals are: the death-resurrection of the king and initiation
rituals.

The study.further located and described fourteen literary
hero patterns written in the past onehuridred years which de-
rive from, or rely.un, these libidinal or ritual archetypes. The
saidy then deduced, either from the patterns themselves or
from the interpretation given them by their authors, five em-
phases for teaching.hero literature.

First, plot structure of heroliterature should be examined
for the quest'motif. Second, correspondences between plot
structure and setting-imaOry should be drawn in order to
perceive how setting and imagery underscore the feelings or
situations of the hero at given moments in the quest. Third,
analy sis of the hero should focus un how the protagonist changes
as a result of his quest. Fourth, the hero archetypal theme
"from death conies new life should he discoveredin,concre-

.... tized ,crni. since affective icsponst is integrento the
nature lifarchet/pes, teaching should emphasize the students'
peisonal affective experiences which result from reading hero
literature.
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l'-ese five teachim; en:phases were anal/zed as they appear , '
in some textouoks and two illustrathe teathing plays has'ed on

ien for StrGawain and the Green Knight and
_Wedding by Carson Mc Cullers.
uded by suggesti.rkg several' areas of related
the iionic variations of the entire quest or
,t 'vex si-ozested. Broadenim; the initiaton,

:ter° ti ,pe :u include liter,ary works with lat'ent adolescent
p , ua C'Omt) :ring classic hero'o,lements

..113:-;, If ore Itteiar. ;))rtrtcrit of ,Cher fuq.-lan and
'.ero elme es Mir) possdblity offered.

1.r ).,-; 1...,qc rye 3, a scm.estIol. And. f;r.a.11%.
te.e.h. btoviening The expres,,:ve component
were ttc'.,c lea( `1.1. e..couraeed vi re!ate imthic rl

., .1. lilt. lf appi o
i'n of I,. tder, to litet,u,, wniks.

,..1-7-2902i,3411 pages.
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ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION IN LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN
AND ADOLESCENTS. A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF CONTEM-
PORARY REALISTIC FICTION Order No. 7130505

SALESI, Rose:nary Ann,'Ed.D. University of Georgia, 1977.
186pp. Supervisor: Dr. Snelton L. Root, Jr,.

The purpose of this study was to discern and classify, through
content analysis, the images of alcohol that occur in a sample
of contemporary realistic fiction for childre'n and adolescents.

Utilizing three instruments, the content of oks was
examined to abstract six dimensions. First, the sce s of ac-
tual consumption were examined to determine the ason for
consumption, the kind of alcoholic beverage consu ed, the set-
ting lor consumption and the type of compan'onship vcilved,
the t Tes of iniagery and attitude associate with the consump-
tion, and the literary role(s) of the er. Second; the al-
cohol consumers and major characters Were-profiled by an
analysis of the demographic characteristics: sex, age, ethnic
background, economic level, educational level, religion, level
of consumption, and typology of drinking. Third, the role of
alcohol in plot development was evaluated. Fourth, the amount
of space devoteti to all references to alcohul was measurefr
Fifth, using chi-square, the resulting data were examined for
significant relationship between selected variables. Sixth, the
plot of each book was summarized and the role of alcohol was
described. ,

A bibliography of books containing alcohol references were
identified through book reviews,,the assistance of editors of
52 publishing hoAes,gand literature experts. From the random
sample of 60 books, 35 books met the following criteria for in-
clusion: contained references to alcohol consumption, were
contemporary realistic fiction set in the U. S., and published
from 1974 to 1976. Each book was analyzed on the basis of the
18 categories and the pertinent information was recorded on
the instruments.

This study fOund that in the books where alcohol Was of cen-
tral importance, significantly more pages (32.5%) contained
references to alcohol than when the use of alcohol was secon-
dary (15.5%) or incidental (10.7%). The,number of pages which
contained actual consumption references averaged 5,2% of the
pages for the entire sample. One may conclude that in this
sample, references to alcohol and scenes showing characters
actually drinking were not at all uncommon.

Of the 305 characters analyzed, 242 were identified as alco-
hol consumers. Most of the consumers were adu t males or
females. Adolescents or children were usually d picted as ab-
stainers, infrequent, or light drinkers.
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1

1,

4

The alcohol consumption was characterized in -a wide variety

of ways as far dodCupation and economic levels were con-
cerned. Ethnically, 80% of the abstainers and consumers were

White Americans'. For 6e4 the alcohol consumers educational
level was not identifiable; ifiost often, those that 5ould be iden-
tifie had at leastva high schooteeducation, Religibus preference

was not possible to identify for most of the-characters analyzed.

All literary roles were associated with-alcohol consumption but

most moderate and heavy consumption was done by major/

minor orinoidernal consumers. Thus, in this sample of books

there was not an obviously Itereotypic drinker.
In corisiaering the alcohol consumption references, the im-

agery tended to be objective. The reason for consumption most

often was social (46.6%) or for escape (43.2%), with a prefer-

ence shown for the alcoholic beverages liquor (37.7%) and beer

(25.7%). Most drinking took place in the home (64.3%), usually

involving some type of,companionship. Althou the attitude

toward alcohol consumptiorywas most often ga ve, almost
half of the negative presentations were in t e sev books where

the role of alcohol was central. Although some cha acteristics
predominated, the alcohol consumption scenes Were aried and
the portrayal might be best described as nfulti-dimensional.

The following-conclusions may be drawn: There are many

rgkences to alcohol and to alcohol consumption in books

written fdr children or adolhscents. While many different char%-

acters drink, and there are numerous references. to drinking

most do not actually involve consuming alcohol. Alcohol con-

sumption Is not unique tolny particular type of individual or

any special situation. Finally, through these books, a broad

spectrum of drinking behaviors tg revealed.

MORAL JUDGMENT IN CHILDREN: THEIR RESPONSES'
TO CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 'EXAMINED AGAINS1
PIAGET'S STAGES QF MORAL DEVELOPMENT

WEIGER, Myra L., Ed.D.
Rutgers University The State University
of New Jersey (New Brunswick), 1977

Chairperson: Jalutt,\Emig

In interviewing children aged Six to thirteen after present-
ing story-pairs, Jean Piaget found that the subjects ascended
a scale moving from a morality of heteronomv to a morality
of autonomy in three major stages. The present study was de"-

signed to investigate the development of moral judgment of
children, ages seven, nine, and eleven, in their responses to

moral issues in selected pieces of children's literature and to
examine the results against Piagct's developmental stages_ The
investigator also wanted to discover whether or not the chil-
dren's literature was suited developmentally to these children
according to Plaget'sfstages of moral judgcnent,

The children's literature was presented via audiovisual
media to grades two, four, and six with thrJe classes on each
grade level; individual classes expencieed three stories rec-
ornmendcd for their grade level. The children were iegardcd
as "average' by the vitemon rd an I.Q. ranging from 90 to

110.
Subjects %ere interviewed individually immediattiv after

the presentations, and the Intuniews wet e taped In the dis-
,cussion of each story, the inveA.:gatin :1,1, cl W111(11 misde-

meanor was natn,htlest and the rca son fur that dcci-nun and
whether the pu-nishinunt was fair ur ".Itat pumyhmcot Would be



r

4' 4 ,,.t 1 ,

I ttt t

0,1, i.

, it, t; 2,1ylc 'i 01 :1 . Ii
of C(.1t,(1..2 hi the arCa I Lilr puni.hment, from sc Pond

r 212 , t ;

I . ',tap It :is of the ,
1,TnIs of reciprocity k nit

I,,n4 A ,cciita;e of ,11, th- grade 4

su!rt S f III than in the f.I.)urtli-. ra.1,
Ct to St.1:`,(' 1 rtaIIIIllg'

Shen nte.d vit'7,r.141-aakilt :'tractionsseenimdr han-
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i!Niltr: .4 0.1 ( f r ht ft F.toi, the progresc v. as gradua l
fa on: sec to fourth dradc; from fourth grade to six56,,
erase the:P tas a clear-cut-transition from Stage II to Stage
ill. It set-h.ed that the subjects had to reason in terms of Stage
II reciprnci'v in selectin:z fair punishment before evolving to
Stage III _intentionality in judging misbehavior. The sixth grad-
ers judged ',..,1,betiaNior on Stage III before they dealt widely
with punisthhent on'that stage; perhaps adult constraint pro-
hibaed cooperation in dealing with punishments that are acted
upon by adults.

. Though the pattern of evolution across the g rade levels sub-
stantiateLl Piager.J theory of moral development, it was Con=
eluded that all three grade fevels were hampered by adult con-
straint. Some implichations follow from this. kratmosphere
should be provided for second graders that nurtures spontaneous

,verbalizing of children and the expressioniof their opinions
through small-group conversational activities. The fourtIrgrad-
ers, with a cooperative attitudeVoward peers, indicated a need
for equality behavior between children and adults who should'
admit to mistakes and communicate as equal participants: The
sixth graders-lacked mutual respect between children and adults-
in the area of fair punishment. They need practice in evaluat-
ing thetr on behavior and determining their own punishments,
on their road to self-governance.

This inquiry suggests That the field of English is an excellent
avenue for values education; using language as the tool for com-
munication and literature as a source of moral experience.

Order No, 77-27,967, 222 pages.
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ACHIEVEMENT AND AFFILIATION MOTIVES OF MALE
AND FEMALE CHARAC MRS IN REALISTIC' FICTION FQR
CHILDREN, 1b45-1975 Order No. 7803045

WORT H, Barbara Sands, Ph.D. New York University, 1977.
159pp. Chairperson: 'Professor Bern ce E, Cullinan

The purpose of tills study was to determine the differences
between the motives of male and female chnracterS by real-
istic fiction for children. Differences in the achievement and
affiliation motives of both sexes were examined for two time
periods: 1945-1963 and 1970-1975.

Forty books of realistic fiction for children ages 9-42 and
teenage were taken from lists recommended in, the Sunday Book
Review section of The New York Times from Book Week in
November of each of the following years: 1945; 1948, 1951,
1954, 1957, 1960, 1963, 1970, 1972, anal 1075. Books were se-
lected according to criteria for realistic' fiction set forth by

Huck and Kuhn (1961), buck (1976), and Brooks,and Warren
(1959, formerly 1943), as judged by a panel of consultants in
the field of children's literature.

A content analysis was performed on the 40 books using
the measures for achievement and affiliation motives devised
by D. C. McClelland and reported in J. W. Atkinson's Motives
in Fantasy, Action, and Society (1958). Four hundred pages
(1751-3#es per book) were scored for male achievement, female
achievement, male affiliation, and female affiliation. Scores
for each of the-two time periods were subjected to a two-way
factorial analysis of variance by motive and by sex and scores
for achievement and affiliation were subjected to a two-way ,
factorial analysis of variance by time period and,by sex.

Hypothesis 1, which stated that male characters would
demonstrate achievement motives and female characters would

c demonstrate affiliation motives in children's fiction published
from 1945-1963, was not confirmed itsin analysis of variance
for correlated data (2 < .05).

Hypothesis 2,-Ikhich stated that there would be no difference
in the achievement or affiliation motives of male and femMe
characters in children'sAction published from 1970-1975,
was confirmed, using anilysis of variance for correlated data
(a< .05).

Hypothesis 3, which stated that for children's fiction pub-"
lished in,the years 1945:1963 as compared with that.published
in the years 1970-1§7q, male characters would show greater
achievement motives in the earlier- .period and female charac-
ters would show greater achievement motives in the later
perio4, was not confirmed, using analysis of variance for mixed

, data (2 < .05).
Hypothesis 4, which stated that for chilten's fiction pub-

lfshed in the years 1945-1963 as compared with that published

in the years 1970-1975, female characters would show greater,
affiliation motives in the earlier period and male characters
would show greater affiliation motives in the latei period, was
jot confirmed, using analysis of variance for mixed data
(a< .05);

The data showed that the main effect, motive, was statis-
tically significant for both periods (a< .001) with affiliation
motivation significantly greater thin'achievement motivation
in both time periods. The,mean scores indicated that for both
sexes, achie.vement motives decreased and affiliation motives ,
increased from the'earlier period to tho,later one.

The data indicate that the achievement and affiliation mo-
tives of male and female characters were not significantly
different in realiiiic fiction for children from 1945-1975.

nAffiliation motivation was so prevalent for both male and fe-
male characters that it overpoweredodifferences between the

sexes to thpoint where no differences between the sexes
could be observed.
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