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A PROGRESS REPORT

MODIFICATION OF TABA'S APPLICATION
OF PRINCIPLES AND SOCIAL STUDIES
INFERENCE TESTS

o8
S

to the Taba, Levine, and Elzey study of 1964. In this study a new test,

and modifications of the original Social Studies Inference Test.

The purpose of this study was to update Téba‘s'l966 version of the

tests. The origlnér tests were useful to social studies teachers but

quickly became out Of dstes Datm provided from the results of these

te;ts can continue ta be useful to educator’s today. As a result, the
» currént research was éoqmencéq. % .

¥
The Social Studies Inference Test was designed to measure several

aspects o% the processes involved in drawing inferences from data which
are unfa;iliar to students. Scores a}e yiel;éd on the following:
. (1) the ability to discriminate between various items given in the
problem; ‘; A',
(2) the".ability to-draw inferences; |

(3) the abn)lty to recognlze the limits of the data and not over-

\

generalize or be over-cautious.

(h) the tendgncy to make -errors which represent contradictions to

information provided or suggested by the data.

3.

In 1966, Hilda Taba's work in-Teécﬁing Sgrateqies and Cognitive Func-A

. tioning in Elementary School Children was released. The stqy was a sequel

The Application gf Principles Test, was devised to be used with additions _

aac
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The student was provided with a story describing a situation in which cer-
tain behaviors or eveots are interrelated. Following the 'story, a number
of alternative inferences are presented, from which the student was to

(] X .
select valid inferences if he/she knew or understood the basic generaliza--

tions. Tée test provided an in&irect test of the individual's ability to
'generaiiié. The-pre- aﬁd pos;te;t odd-even correlation coeffici?ngs
‘ranged from .45 to ;69. Taba reported that an effort was made to secure
" more breadth in/the situations dnd therqgore the 1966 fofm of the test
was less internally consi'stent ‘tha~n they;ﬂo form'. . The stability coeffi-
cients ranged from-.21 tb'.SI.',Téba felt the low coefficients could be
explained from the following points: (1) cénsiderable sh}fting”witSin
the groups .may have occurred because of influences of the curriculum or

(2) considerablefshifting within the groups may have been caused by the

relatlvely high error bf measurement of the tests.

The Application Of/PrlnCIp]e% Test was designed to measure- the

stude&t's'abi!ity to generalize. |In this test, the student was given a
s!tuation in the form of a short paragraph containing data relevant to
sécial studies. Applying a generalization to a situation in this instance
was tantamount to selecting the generalizatiq’ which best explained thq‘
occurrences or events in the situation. After each situation, the stu-
dent was presented with four generalizations. These generalizations have
beéh.written sa that each sitddtion has a correct generalization at a low
order of abstract}oq, 3 correft geheralization at ; high order qf\sbetrac-
tion, a co}rect generalization™that w&y irrelevant to the situation, and

a relevant but incorrect generalization. The student was then asked to

select two gpneraljzatlons that he/she thought best explained the events

1
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In the situation. The score obtained was (& generplization score based
on the number and order of éorrecx general izatio selected. The pre-
' and post_tést odd-even correlptior{ coefficients rgnged from .60 to .73. <
The stability coefficients ranged from .43 to S8, . SRR oy
The presenter has utilized Taba's tests with 300 sixth grade studeats.
(See Disserta‘tion-Abstra"cts 4702-A Education, 19JQ. Also see 'Cognitive -
Deve‘lopment In Disadvantaged Studernts,' The Jourpal of Educational
Research, Volume g Number 7, Ma*rch‘, 1974) .
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"METHOD

- DevelOpmbit of new stories and modification of original, stories.
" New storleS'were'developed to supplement the original Inference Test. -
Specific fituations centered on Voting, Mr. 0's Construction Company, and

¥ social Studiés.Teachiys. Practicing classroom teachers, social studies

supersto*s, a pre-service teacher, and a university language arts pro-

fessor ailded in modifying thesstories and checked the vocabqlary léVel

f L and sentencé: length of"eacﬁ new story.

Ohio and lowa. and Maine were two new stories added to the Principles
Test. :The same procedures outlined above were also employed. '.\\_~
Several major and.-mingr modificationsewere hade on_the origina} tests.

Changes on‘fhé Social'Studies Inference Test included: o

(1) Mecano and Growland changed to Eastland and Westlandy .

[ . (2) Mr. Jones' Grocery Store to Mr. Anderson's;

i ‘ ’ (3) Pambo and Tom removed as thef also appéared in the Agglication‘
% .
of Priﬁcigles-lsii.. This was éOnfusing to students;
(4) Mr. Rand's Land to Mr. Kéith's Land;
. (5) Pécif}q Island changed to Bl;e Island. Students wanted a
;pécific namé of an island; e s
(6) The Koskis changed to the Romeros to reflect more up-to-date

situations concerning recent immigrants.
. .

Modifications of the Application of Principles Test included:
(1) Henry to David;’

(2) Colombo  and Harman changed to The People of Cojombo and The

People of Harman to add specifics to the story;

o




B

(3) Mr. Jones changed from blacksmith to clerk in a smalltgrocery
storé to reflect current emp loyment ;

(4) The Ajax Company to The Machine Company to avoid confusion

with Ajax cleanser. Also sexist language in original version

removed.

Subjects
One hundred and seven students in grades f0un//ffve. and six were

( .
used as subjects for the Social Studids Inference T t and one hundred

and thirty-three students in grades four, five, and-six were used as

subjects for the Social Studies Inference Test.

Students were from public elementary schoolsﬂin Stark County, Ohio.
School districts,rebrésented included a large mef(opolitan inter-racial |

school district, S rural lqcal school district, a large (largést in the

Siate of Ohio)

burban local school district, a local school district
located in an' i dustrialfénvironment, and a local school district

located in an Amish culture.

N 1

Test .Instruments

Two test instruments, The Application of Principles Test and The

. Social Studies Inference Test, as modified, were utilized in this study.

Form A and AA answer sheets'were utilized.

‘Procedures
. . w
During the month of October, 1976, all subjects were administered

|}
phe two test ihstruments. All test material was read aloud to the stu-

dents. Answer sheets were completed and scored. '

7
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RESULTS

v

Following are the summary statistics on raw scores of the Social

Studies Inference Test.

"N =107 _
Efficiency - : 0.435 !
Mean Item easiness . ., 0.438
Mean discrimination index 0,223 !
Mean correlation coefficient 0.191
. Mean . 30.252
. Median . 30.063
' Skewness o 0,313
’ " Kurtosis ‘ - 0.279
' - ‘Standard Deviation ; 6.201
Standard Error 3.852 .-

-KR-20 estimate of reliability 0.614

] * ' .- s
The results indicated th& following strengths of the test:

_(l) The mean item easiness indicates the items are of appropriaie
4
difficulty. )
(2) The skewness indicated the distributiog is relatively symmetric.
(3) The Kurtosis illustrated the curve height is fairly normal.

2. ~ (4) The Standard Deviation showed a good distribution.

L. (5) KR=20 indicated a fair réliabilit(;

In addition, the following results indicated weaknesses in the test:
- () ThevEfficiency is rated poor.
(2) Tﬁe Mean Discrimination Index indicates poor discrimination,
(3) The ﬁean Correlation C;efficaént indicates low rélationship Qlth

the total test score.

(4) The Standara Error of Measurement: is poor.

-~

5



https://Followi.ng

L

-7-

ITEM ANALYSIS °

o (N = 107)

RESPONSES ~

ITEM " T ONE TWO THREE
NUMBER  Probably True Probably False Can't Tell., QMIT
\ ’ % : A b - "%
161 24 ‘26 L9 0
162 3 . 20 75% 0.
163 27 . 37 ¥ 33 0
164 18 25 ' 54 ]
165 21 13 66 0 -
166 27 . b6 . 27 0
167 7 . 62+ . 32 0
168 L 68x « - 38 0
169 12 L 42 0
170 7 31 62 0
171 9 5l 36 0,
172 9 42 L9 0
173 69 - : 14 17% 0 -
174 17 26 56 “ 1
175 10 .53 36 0
176 13 50% 36 0
177 35 28 . 37 0
178 23 25 ‘ 50 0
179 61 ® o 32 S
180 22 © 36 L) 0
181 36 27 37 0
182 17% 17 66 0
183 33 . 24 42+ ~ 0
184 28: 18 ) 54 0
lgz 26 .68 | 17 0
I 39 b7 13 0
Igé 50 n - 0
] 16 * 38 Le* 0
189 b 21 54 0
190 35 . 20 o 46 .0 .
191 25 63 N 1
192 22 25 . 52 0
193 6 57% .37 0.
194 28 8 63 1
195 zg* .27 4y 0
196 35% 25 . ho 0
197 12 20 68 0
198 12 39* L8 0
199 24 25 50« 0
Continued.
9
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RESPONSES
(Continued)

ITEM ONE ©TWO " THREE 3
NUMBER  Probhbly True Probably False Can't Tell  OMIT
% Tk A, &k

200 57 27 , 16
201 19 14 , 66
202 Lg:: 20 36
203 19 T 21 - 59
204 7 <33 : 50
205 . 39 43 18
206 21 INEY 36
208 39 - 12 Lg::
209 50 25 25
210 ° 47 12 L)
21 " 15 ' 33 51
212, 14 37+ Ty
213 4) 13 S
214 15 22 , 63
215 -7 73 -3 : 24
2167+, 4 73 6 21
217 57% 12 3]
218 7 83 ' 10
219 Lo 13 Ly
220 Lo 13 L7
221 28" . 27 L5
222 21 24 5l
223 Lo 13 L6
2L 20 25 . 56
225 . 28 " 18 54
226 90+ 53 7
227 . L6 , 21 . .33
228 50 .o~ 13 . 36
229 13 64 - 23

O~ 0000 —~0000000O00O0O0O0OO0O0OONO—-—QO0O0
.

*Correct response used in computing scores.
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The'sumﬁary‘statistics on the Applicatibn of Principles Test are

. as follows:

: ¥
N = V , 133
Efficiency , : 0.526
Mean Item Easiness . 0.338
Mean Discrimination Index 0.245
Mean Correlation Coefficient 0.222
Mean . 12.842
Median 12.467
Skewness v 0.524
Kurtosis : . 0.151
Standard Deviation * 3.829
Standard Error 2.736
KR-20 estimate of reliability 0.489

3

. These results indicated the following positive features:
(1Y The Efficiency is fair.
(2) The Mean Item Easiness indicates the items are of appropriate

difficulty. /\

(3) The Kurtosis indicates the curve height is fairly normal.
e

(4) .The Standard Deviation shows a good distribution. , '

In addition, the following results indicated a need for improvement:

(1) The Meart Discriminatdon Index indicates poor discrimination.

(2) The Mean Correlation Coefficient indicates low relationship with

" the total test score.
(3) The Standard Error of Measurement is poor.

(4) The KR-20 estimate of reliability indicates a poor religbility.
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ITEM ANALYSIS
“(N=133)

RESPONSES * /

/.

ITEM 1 2 - / L
NUMBER % X i_ %
gy A . / .
Sl _ / 22
26 Toh)x ) 23
2 i : 58-.’: i
6 B 23 26 -
68 8 - 11
10 ' 26 4
35 ) ' 11
13 & 25
59% 18
10 14 o, o 43
B 36 T30
12 18 : ¥ 42
13 - 29 2 11
4 16 18
15 29 e 14
16 13 26
17 39 13
18 11 * 20
19 . Lo ) B 6
20 17 1 e
21 57 18
22 12 20
23 36 ) 18 27
24 . 1 L 29
25 ; 36 30 17
26 18 ' 27 30
27 Ly : 20 9
28 17 3 .27
29 133 14 20
30 ; 10+ 25 38
31 i 51 . 21 11
32 13 - . 30 38
33 . 18 14 35%
3l 9 24 3
35 e 9
- 36 - 29 3 ' 22 35
37 36 12 13
38 - 13 20 - 18 u7

WV ON OV FwW N —

W—O—OOOOOOO—'O—-—‘-—-OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQCO‘OOOO %

*Correct response used in computing scores.
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. ' "DISCUSS 10N
b .

e 'hba t:eported reliabulity coefftc:Mhs to 69 on the Social

. Studles lnference Test. The present study s rehabillty was determined

: to be 61‘0 well within the“limits reported by Taba. The new stories

- wpere apparently easier than the orngmal stories and therefore should

.
>

_ be placed.at the beginning of the test > Because tt? Kuder-ﬂlchardson\

tﬁomla 20 estimate of rellabiht:x is fair, ‘further research needs to be

cOnducted on the effiCIency. mean dlscrimmation index, and a revnew
of the validity of the test. In conclusion,, the results of this study

-

; . .
. are similar to Taba's 1966 report.

The Application of Principles Test had pre- posttest odd-even

cc;frelation coéfficients ranging from .60 to .73: The Kudér-Richardson

‘ . v
formula 20 estimate of r'eHabi‘lity in this study was .“o89. "Because of '
poot reliability, further research is needéd in order ;o hresolve this'
problem. Efficiency and the discrimination irdex need to.be checked.

.

" Additional research needed.

The followlng addjtional research shodld be c0nsldered:

-7 (1) Additional field testing in various Iocations, i.e. different-
g - states, socio-econamic levels, grade levcls. ’ \ ) '
s~ (2) Development of tests for grades 1-2-3, \
»(35 Ftlnued dévelopment ::f storle}. > | . .

e \ 13 ’ s
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i _ SOCIAL STUDIES INFERENCE TEST

‘ Developed by/ Hilda Taba = 1966 ~
Modified by Kenneth Wulff = 1976

Explanation to 'students: '
This booklet has some. stories, After each story there are some sentences
about the story. First, | will read the story out loud to.you and you
can follow along in your booklet. Then | will read each of the sentences
~and you are to declde whether the sentence is probab!y true, probably -
false, or if you can t tell whether it is probably true or false. .
Decide on an answer for each’ sgntence that' | read to vou, Mark your
- answer with a heavy black mark. -If you think the answer is probably -~
; . true, mark in the space under "A'. {f you'think the arswer is probably
' false, mark in the space marked 'B'', 'If you can't tell from the story .
whether the sentence is probably true or probably false, mark in- the
space under "'C",

i . =0 For some of the sentences ''probably irue"‘n|ay be the correct answer,
For some of the sentences 'probably false'' may be the correct answer, .
For some of the sentences ''can't tell' may be- the correct answer,

anmp le:

- Mr. J;:;\es was a farmer in the midwest, When he heard about the
.' L dlscovery of gold in California; he-left. hus family and went to
. - . Callfornla ;

., 1. Mr. Jones went to California wlth his famity, . - )

iy . i 4
* 2. Mr. Jones went to California because 'he did not like the :
place iw which he lived, . .
. L . . - . i

3. Mr. Jones went to California to look for gold. .

L, Mr. Jones will find gold in canfomla&'
. ; _ ‘
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GROUP A AND GROUP B

This s about two groups of people, Group A and Group B,

.o s .
Group A hunt and fish to get food. They often have to move because the
" herds of animals move from place to place.

Most. of Group B are farmers. However, many of them make simple tools.
The toolmakers trade the tools to the farmers in exchange for fobd.

»

161. Group B are more_likely to build schools for their children than
Group A. ! *

162. Group A and Group B live in Africa. .

163. Group B have machinery.

EASTLAND 'AND WE STLAND

P

Two countries, Eastland and Westland, are next to each other, The people
of Eastland have developed modern industry, They*are well qducated,
There are colleges that train doctors, lawyers, engineers, and business
men., Th& people who live in Westland lead more simple 1ives, Mostly
they work on their farms. “Some of them make baskets and jewelry. Their
goods and farm products are traded to the Eastlands in exchange for
manufacturedr items. There is a valley near Eastland and Westland,
People from Eastland and Westland are going to ‘live together in this(
valiey. > e )
. ¢ »
164, The Uestlanders in-the valley will become more like the Eastlanders,
* but the Eastlanders will not become like the Westlanders.
165. The Eastlanders and the Westlanders speak the same lmg'uage.

166. The Eastlanders and the Westlanders live together in the valley

because all of their'land has been used up. T
-
. 1)
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MR, (ANDERSON'S GROCERY STORE

Mr. Anderson owns a grocery store. Often, in the last few weeks, he
has not had enough bread for his customers, It has been an unusually
dfy season in the area and the wheat crop has not done well this year.

167. The delivery trucks have broken down so Mr. Anderson is unable
to get bread,
-

/

168. There was as mugh rainfall this year as last year,
‘ o {

“7}69. . The bakers haye been very busy this year.

120, Mr. Andersofl will start baking' his owp bread,

171, They are using the wheat to make other thmgs this year rather
’ qthan for making bread.

172, .Mr. Anderson wil) close his store until more bread is baked.
173. . The wheat crop was of poor quality.
174. The price of bread is higher this year than last year,

>

175. Mare wheat will be harvested this.year than last. year.

'y

‘

PEOPLE A AND PEOPLE B

\ .

People A: The vote had b;en very close, A number of the representatives
did not like the outcome. They decided to go bdck to their districts and
ask the people for support. This was the fourth vote on which the
President had been defeated. .

People B: The Chief of People B asked his council for advice and then *
he told his peéople what he had decided, The people listened to*their
Chief. - When he was through talking, they cheered.

176. People A and'PeopleAB have' the same system of government.
177. The reipresentatlves of People A are selected by the President.

178; People A will re-elect the regresentatives who voted for the bills
the President supported. 5

179. The Chief of People B knew Ms people uould do what he wanted them
‘ to do.

.

0

180, Most of the representattves of People A agreed on the issue that
they had just vpted on,

People B vote for the members of the council,

Z

16




MR, EDWARDS' FARM

-

Mr, Edwards' farm was in the valley. He had just finished planting his

_seeds. He could see the snow on the mountains. He hoped the snows

would not melt too fast, .The fire last summer burned most of the
trees on the mountainside,

182, More water will flow into the valley this year than last year,
183, Mr, Edwards' seeds will die of frost, ‘ : “
184, Topsoil from the mountain will be wasked down into the valley:
185, Mr.Edwards planted his seeds after the snow.fe'll.'

[N

186. Mr. Edwards' farm is on the mountainside.

£y s SEAL HARBOR

Thé city of Seal Harbor is a rapidly growing transportation center,
It has been served by planes, railroads, and ocean~going ships. It
has just improved the airport and extended the rurnways so it can
serve the largest and fastest jet aircraft, o~

.

187. More business and new bus'lnesses will be attracted to Seal Harbor,

188. Propeller planeswill not be used wvery much at the Seal Harbor
airport, *

¢
.

" 189, Trade with other cities will be increased.

190. Salaries in Seal Harbor will ‘increase, ,

Y
Py
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HENRY AND TARO

Henry's father is a farmer. Henry is twelve years old. During the
week Henry goes to school and he wants to become a teacher, On week-
ends he works on the farm and has learned to drive a tractor. His
father is happy that Henry wants to become a teacher.

Taro is also twelve years old, Taro's father is ‘a hunter. Taro's
gtandfather also was a hunter, Taro is learning to hunt from his father,

Mdny times on the way home from hunting Taro stops to watch the fisherman.

One day Taro asked his father, ''Can } become a fisherman?'' Taro's father
said, ''No, because | am a hunter,' -

191, " Henry's father wants Henry to become a farmer,
192, Henry's grandfather was a ‘farmer.

193. Taro will leave the tribe and become a fisherman.

194, Taro's sons will become hunters,

THE PICKER
- ] 7 .

*Three months after the Picker had been invented, more ftander had been
_picked than for allsof the year béPore, All of the machines at the

* textile mills were working day and night., Six months after the *

" Picker had been put to use, the miils realized that they could not -
_ process the amount of flander $Bnt to them. t

-
195. « Flander is used in making cloth. ‘
196, Ttgé ®ills will change the way they process flander.

. ..197. Lless flander Will be grag;r next year, :

.

o
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MR, KEITH'S LAND .,

Thiry years ago Mr, h bought a thousand acres of farmland, Many
new industries have :1 loped in the city nearby, About ten years ago
Mr. Keith sold half hig|farmland .to people who.build homes. ~Last year®
Mr. ith sold two hundyled acres more and many homes have already been *
built on this land.

.

farm. e
9 ., ( . . %
199. M. Keith will sejl{the rest of his farmrand to the people but1ding
" homes,

»

200, Mr. Keith still owns

If of the fafmland.'{r;;t he bought thirty
» years ago, » RS .

201. Mr. Keith Sold his farmiand for more money than he paid for it.

\

Ly

202, They are buildi g hous‘ds for the peOple comlng.to work m the
ndustries. [ \ . .

\ » . ! .

203.. The people who had worked on Mr. Keith's farm went to work '?or _‘
industry,

204, The people who bought Mr. Keith's farmland were ‘farmers.

'198, The people who bo ht the houses are comung to work on Mr, Keith's' !

-

: e

BLUE |su_\§p

Blue Island has just been !lscovered in the Pacific Ocean, The natives
‘of this island cannot read or write. Most of°them are farmers, Some *
are fishermen who get fish f/om the ocean. g$everal food companies_in
/California want to get &e/fish from the ocean around. the island.

_ These companies will sen fishing boats from California and build a

cannery on the isiand, /Many people will be needed to work in the

cannery. / \
205. Most of thé/(SI'anders are fiShermen. ' .‘  ,
206, The lslander‘ will build flsﬁlng boats for the people who own
the cannery./
- * .

207, Tho'-(slaﬁders wllll become wealthy: from the fishing Irﬁustry. .

.

208. The natvel will be happier because of the cannery. /

.
Ll
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" ~210.- Mr. Harvey had studied a great deal about America, « .,-.

MR, HARVEY'S SPEECH ~

-r‘r.“Ha‘rvey.spoke. to the Founders Club last night, Here is part‘ of what
he sald; ™ .. £ .

-

1o "o the earhly days of our country many people settled hege

life that was better than-they had in their own countries.

They helped build a strong America because they believed, in
America. Today the forgigne¥s who come here.do not seem to
appreciate the freedom and opportunity America offers them.
We ought-to be more careful about who we let in and require
a“promis’e of these foreigners before we accept, chem,'

.
¥ ‘

from other.countries. They came here to @tabljsh a way of {

1,
& \ P

209. Mr. Hat:\(ey feels that peoplel who make a promise ‘can Pe trusted.
* L]

-

™ -

<211, Mr. Harvey is rurning for political office..

. O 4 -
N . .

b,

-

: y - THE ROMEROS : s
" Mr. and Mrs, Romero remembered the day they landed at the airport in
‘Miami, Florida. They had*been married only two months when they arrived
from Cyba. America was a strange land, to them. Mr. Romero worked, ,
hard for many year$ so his children could go to school., Juan, the
oldest child, is now in college and will -ont day become a lawyer,

212, . The Romeros came to America last ‘year,
RN .
213, Juan is proud of his father,
¢ : ) .
214, The Romeros wm‘ réturn to Cuba to live, , - * 7

. ) " . R

o



This Is the year we vote for president!
. be president have tried to explain why we should vote for them|

PRyl1is Brown, who just turned eighteen, wil

to vote,

The people who would like to

her first chance

Ph.yle Brown wil:! vote,

7 ’ '
. The electPon will take place this year,

It is Important to vote because those elected reprcsent.us.

Phyllis Brown ‘must, be twenty-one (2l) years, old Tn order

vote,

-

Information about ‘the candidates has been provided to the voters.
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" Mr,

v

MR, 0's CONSTRUCTION COMPANY .

0

Mr. O has a lar e_' construction company irf a very big city. He

has been in the construction-business for over twenty years. ' .

His mety of construction are oid =- but they work.
In college he learned "

He wants to take over

0's?sen is a recent college graduate.
new and -shorter methods of construction,

his father's business, ’ : ta
. e

. . % '
220) Mr. 0's.son will take over the business, )
221, The son's methéds of constructfon are better than. the: 3 g
. % father's methods of construction. . i
222, Mr. 0 learned the construction business from his father., -

’ . P .

223, Mr. 0 has many meh working for him, ) .
224, The son worked for his father before doing to colie‘ge.; : .',*

L]

. ‘e

o




/. L 0CIAL STUDIES TEACHERS

.

= 2
Soctal Studies feachers help students to learn about people and

how these people'get along with each other: Many different bBooks
are used to explain some important problems we face. Some examples

" of problems woldld be pollution, energy crisis, and overpopulation.

Social Studies teachers ‘use pictures, movies, field trips, slides,
tape recordings, recerds and documents. to help students understand
about man, " : ‘ .

L]

225, Students like social studies.

. . . a 3 -
226, Learning about people is important, . . °

1227, ljnengpioym‘ent (people not ‘workjng) is another problem we

need' to discuss in social studies classes.

228, Social Studies teachers |ike to’ learn about.man,

S -

A1} we talk ,about in social studies classes arg man's
unsolved problems, ‘ ’ ’




APPLICATION OF PRINC!PLES TEST

- Developed by Hilda Taba = 196&' S
: © N Modified by Kenneth Wulff < 1976 o

‘ “~_ .Explanation to students: ‘ ’
. . Y ’

This booklet has some stories. After each story there is an incomplete
sentence, Below this sentence there are four reasons which can be used-
to complete the s¢ntence, First, | will read the incomplété sentence
and the, four reasons and you are to decide which reason is the be!,0
_ one that completes ‘the sentence.. After you have decided which re

: is best, pick the.reason you think is next best.
L vou”ire to mark your aBSwer on the separate answer sheet, ' \

To show the reason you |ike best, yrk in one of the boxes, A, B, C,
g or D next to "ist', like this: .

- . , .
. : A B C . D ‘

1. st 0O 0 8’8 0O

~In this example, 'C'' was marked next to ''Ist'' because it was selected
« as the best reason:
4 g
To show the reason you like second best, mark in.one of the boxes, A, B, ° ot
C, or D next to "2nd", like this:

“¥A. %

1

, D
'2‘. an [ . D u u ‘e

In this example, ''C'' was selected as the first choice, and "A' was
‘ selected as-the second choice.
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~David lives in California.

_ DAVID -

.

not- go- to college.

His father is a farmer., Dayid's father did
When David was a little boy he worked on the farm

and his father taught him how to drive a tractor.

David could do every-

pavid wanted to become a’ teacher.

“thing on the farm very well. David's
father was very happy when David went to college to learn how to be a =

teacher, David now teaches the sixth grade in a big school in New York
City. (3
1. & 2. It was possible for David to becope a teacher
4 - & ok 4
\‘ -
A. because in this_country a person can choose to learn
the kind of work ‘he is*interested in.
B, because in this 'c'ounti'y yol need teachers to teach -
farmers how to use machinery. ' ,
C. because in thls country péople do not have to have .the
same occupations as their fathers have,
D. because in this country.anyone‘ who works hard can
become anything he wants. s
L en 5 g
3. & 4, David's father wanted David to go to college and learn to be
a teacher » g
L]
]
4
A because in this country there are not as many small
farms as there used to be.
AR
. B. Dbecause people who have’'not gone to college want thelr
J children to go.to college. . - ;
. C. because in this country a eollege education Is lmportgnt. :
) ) - .- )
- D. .because people who teach are more Tmportant to a
_ country than people who farm.
: . s . o
- % )
A ‘ ,
“ -



https://Fmportant.to

THE PEOPLE OF COLOMBO
and ) . -
THE PEOPLE OF °HARMAN . -1 7
) ' , 74 % . v
The: people who live in the cayngry of Colombo have always gotten their food
by hunting andfishing. The ‘people lived ‘quietly. and peacefully and had
very. few visitors from other cauntries. One day someone discovered that N
there was iron ore in the mbuntauns The peOp]e'did not know how to get
the iron ore out of the mountains ‘and they did not have machinery.
The people in nearby Harman country head about the new discovery if

. Colombo. They brought in engineers and equipment to get the iron ore
out of the mouq;gige of Colombo.
5.¢6, After the people of Harman came to Colombo:the Colombo people I
learned how to do many things 4
) . I u - u ' ) ) 3 ‘\ v /,
o, 1 A, because people from oné ‘country can‘learn ideas . /o A
‘ 4 and skills from people of another country. ' ’
B. because the use of metals is important in developing' .
a country's resources. o . .
. . N . ¢
C. 'because when skilled people and machinery come into.
a country they cause changes. s 1
1,
. e N
D. because new ways of doing thlngs are betzer tﬁan
old ways, .
7. & 8. The mining of ore has’ become Colombo's main occupatlon
L e % v '
: A because -people who*have huqted all of their lives want
“to learn how to do the new things. gy B : A
. 1Y ’ ) ','.
B." because the development of a country s resources wilf g
N allow them to buy many things they need
T‘\ T . A becauseeuslng natural resources requlres a greax deal . v
' v | of knowledge.- S .
3 HE D. because®the dlscovery of natural resources brlngs about
g M changes in a people's way of life. , . .
W L ’ 3 " . 5
- , .. 8 N

=3




“Is learning to make canoes from tree bark.

¢ PANBO AND TOM

.

Pambo is twelve years old There Qre no ‘school's wherq Pambo lives.

He does not read or write, He fishes with his father every day. ~Pambo
His father teaches him many
things and is proud of how well Pambo can do them, .

Tom is also twelve years old, He works hard at school and 9ets good
grades.,

When he comes home from school he reads his books so that he wlll learn
_ things that will help him.

“ One day Pambo and Bis family unoved to the city where Tom lives,
‘Tom became good friends,

Tom helps Pambo to lurn to read but Pambo does not teacl\
Tom how to bulld canoes,

9. ¢ 10,

e 2 )

Pan\bo and

A. because certain things that are Iuportant in some
cultures are not important in others. |

b

B. because people of modern cultures tend to teach
the people of primitive cultures instead. of learping
from them,

FOSETR— S St e g

" €. because a ‘newcomer to @ culture has dlfflculty in
Jearning the ways of that culture.’

D. because people who come from prlnltlvc cultures are
« ot as smart as people living in modern cultures,

11. & 12, Pambo's father will have a hard time finding @ job

A. because people”from primitive cultures cannot learn
the skills muury to do jobs in -odorn cultures. _

B. because cances are used very little In modern culture
as they have faster forms of tunsportlon.

C. because skllh that are l\lghly needed in one, culture
may not be needed in another culture,

s

D. because older people have @ harder timé finding jobs
than do younger people. |

/%




w ., MR, JONES Y

Mr. Jones and his family had always lived in a small town in the eastern
United States. Mr. Jones was a clerk in a small grocery store, Then a
.. large supermarket chain store bought the store ,and Mr. Jones was out of
work. More and more people now buy from supormarkets Mr. Jones and
his family moved to a big city to look‘for a job. |

13, & 14, Moving to a big city was @ wise move for Mr, :Jones

A, because people who move to cities usually do not
have difficulty -in finding jobs.

i ' ' B. because in cities you can.find ‘new ways to use skills f
that you have. ¢

- [ “C. because Tn cTtTes newcomers can n meet many people” z
and make new friends: .

L D. because in cities there are many jobs needing skills
e = like those of a gfocery clerk,— s

L] v
.

15. 8 16. Mr. Jones may have a hard time finding a _job in the city

A. because it is not easy to find your way around
in a big city.

B. ‘because skills that may be useful at one time may
. not be needed at a later time,

! C. because people v)ho have lived in small towns all .
. of their lives usually do not know how to do many things.

D. because ‘today more businesses are operated by large
companies rather than by individuals.

g .



"THE MACHINE COMPANY

There are 100 people employed by a machine company. Here are fpur of
them and their jobs.

Mr. Winston's job is to pour melted steel into a mold which makes parts
for a machine,

Mrs. Smith's job is to make holes in the machine part.
Mr. Adam's job s to put the wheels on the frame.

Mr. Thomas' job is to paint the machine. * .

-

17. & 18. Each pe'rson has a different job In.this factory

’ ", -

A, because each job ln the factory depends upon the work
of -others:

B. because it is easier to train or replace a person
who does just one thing, ,

C. because one person cannot be skilled in more than
one job, .

D. because each person can produce more if they have
fewer skills to perform,

e

’
L]

. 19. & 20. The company can make more money

A. because, by giving each person a different job,
each person can work at his/her own speed,

B. because, by giving e'ach person a different job.‘

the same number of people can produce more in less time,
C. because, by giving éach person a different job,
the company caen pay less to the people who hnvo
unskilled jobs.

D. because, by glvlng'uc‘h person a different job,
all people are working at the same time,




-3

FARMER 'JIM AND FARMER TOM

- Farmer Jim lived a iong‘tlne ago., He raised food for his family, chopped
trees to build his own farm house, and had his own horse to pull his plow,
He rode his horse to Georgetown once @ month to get supplies.

Farmer Tom, who has a farm today, hired carpenters to build his farm house.
He has a machine to cut wheat which he sells to other people to make flour,
He owns a truck which he drives to Georgetown every wgek.

2). & 22, ) Farmer Tom did nbt build his farm house himself

-
4

A. because today people are hired to do jobs for
which they are highly trained,

B. because today. farders do not know how to
build houses.

—C: /beca'uumﬁearragmﬂ:ers'}gerﬂbte”
to get their own wood from the forests, ’

T~ ., D. because today house-buiiding requires a
pormet & 4 — number of -skills, as

23, & 24, Farmer Ton goes to town more often than Farmer Jim did

A. because modern farmers cannot make all of the
things that they need to run their farms,

B. because today farmers replace their machines_
often, !

(. because modern farmers depend on what the
city provides.

. D. because modern farmers must get their farm
. . products to market faster than they used to,

30 .



(-

MONA COUNTRY

o N

’

The people who live in Mona country have always been farmers. The
land is very good for raising cotton and almost all of it is cotton
fields, There are large plantations in Mona Country, Most of the
workers work in the cotton fields., There is poor transportation

in and ‘out of Mona country because it is cut off from the sea by

a high range of mountains. Almost all of the cotton is carried out
by small trucks that can go over the mountains to the seaport,

25. & 26. The people in Mona country probably have a low standard o
living . ’

~

A. because most of the people in a one-crop
country do the same kind of work,

B...because, in one crop countries, all of the

people make about the same amount of money.

C. because it is harder to improve things {n a
one-crop country than in one that has a lot
of resources,

because, in one-crop countries, large land
owners do not want to change the way the

people live,

27. & 28, If Mona country decldes to improve its standard of living,
it will have problems

A. because the fewer the resources a country has,
the harder it is to improve the standard of
living, .

.

because it takes a lot of money and no-one can
make very much money raising cotton,

because it is hard to make improvements in a
one-crop country,

because rich land owners travel a great deal
and leave managers in charge of their land,

L




29. & 30.
: 1 4

Mona country is offered aid from another country which wants
to help Mona to develdp its mineral resources, This aid is

going to cause prob

lems in Mona country

A.

c.

because, in 2 one-crop country, the owners of the
farms will not want the people to leave t? farms

to work/lt- the mines,

because people who have always lived In the same
way will probably not want to change quickly.

because people who have always worked in the
cotton fields will not be able tolearn how to ..

do anything else.

-~

because it takes a lot' of machinery to develop

mineral resources,

—

-

. -

31

. & 32,

e et

If Mona country does begin to develop lndustrlcs, théy will

have more people living in cities

.

Al

B.

q'

because the pcople can earn more money worklng

for industry,

because the farmers will be able to drive from .’ .

their homes in the cities to their farms, e

because cities usually develop where there are

industries,

because the skllls of farmers can easily be

used in industry,

P e e
-

IRy




" OHIO AND 10WA

Many people who 1lve inthe state of Ohio work in industries. Ohio is
a big, busy state, Many of the people who work in Ohio industries
start working-after finishing hlgh school,

; Hlny people who live in the state of .lowa work ln farming, "lowa is a -
food producing state. Many of the people who work producing food start

.

j working while still in school. I
’ .
I

33. & 34. Many people in the State of Ohio work in industries

r Y
' -
! ’ A. because in this country people who work in ( .
industries, are happier than people who work ¢ J .
gpisroe on_farms 2 : i -
" ’ 'B. because of the ready supply of raw materials
~ . and people,
T N C. 4because there are na}\y schogls 'to attend, e i
D. because there is moce opporthnlty to work in
an industry than on a farm, .

* -

35. ¢ 36. Farming has become important in lowa
: *

A. because there are few factories,
B. because older people are good citizens.

C. because of the availability of rich, fertile
farm land,

D. because of the Adevelopmnt of cities,

..




L L ]

MAINE |

" Maine has a population of 1,000, The small, qul&t village is located
near a large city. Recently builders started cohstruction of apartments
“and homes in Maine, ‘

. £
. l - ~
37. & 38, Industry will develop in Maine because
.- A.. more people work in industries today,
B. as a town increases in population thergis
. 1 usually an increase in industry.
o " Ca s business in the area will cause hlgh prices. 1
. D. there will be more demand for industrial . ‘
Y = products, _ N
-
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