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Using Languags to Organize Academic Experiences

Ono of the primary. goals-of education is to produce indlviduale who are
cnpablo_ot bandling the affairs of the world aud can lead satisfying and pro-
duotivo personal 1ives. The specific goal of linsuaso 1nnt:u¢tion at any level

is to develop the atudonta' eou-nnicative abilities by 1ncronaln5 tholr a

‘mess of the noéo-aary linsuiatic toole which are needed for free -ovoaont in
environmsent in which thoy are maturing. The do;ruo to which 1n.tructorl in ¢
--Bnglish classroom hro successful in attaiping this -pocifin 39;1‘1. d‘)undoht_/
'1n great measure on the ability of the atudonts to organize thoir cxporioncoc f
first for themselves, and then for othora. In this contott, lnnsuaao plny- ;
sorvice role, for it is a means to an end and not ap on&\in and of itself. It .‘
\ serves to orgnnizo thousht that enanates from oiporicncoo. Organized thou;ht in
turn is the baain for equitable aolutionn to practicat'problono. rhoritoro, the
core of all theoretical considerations and instructional practices, pnrtaculnrly
.>1n the English clnncﬁgo-, is lnnsunso dovplopnsn} ‘th*?’ most basic and prag-
satic level. ' o ‘ ' | - S o
| Language operations are expressive and receptive. The former 1nci;3‘;n h o
* apoaking nnd writing - thn latter, lintoninc and :oldinc. While we hnvo lttonptod ‘
to separate these oyorntioll for oxpodioncy in 1nltructiol, it 1s virtulliy i mﬁijjf;
poc.iblo to develop ome without a conparahlo do‘olopn.-t in ‘the othar The 'f\~*.“gl;
€=hchor who con.idora hinaolt or herself a roq;iq; toachor or a 'rit1n¢ teacher |
| and oxp.ct-\to toach thesy okil;r—i:c1u-1v01{—:§fd-pt- to perfora an 1-po.oih10 ;é:
7, taskor one with disastrous results. Por reading and lri.t:l.ns, mum; apd
cpoakins aro cognitivo and linguistic operations 1nnatoly 1nt0rrolntod and 1nttr-

chaasoublo in con-nnieltion.

{‘T. o College students aFe capable of using a1l ot the umrn’o siills, ‘though . -

- : PO P ! - T A




tha{ reproesent a kalcidoscopo of dovelopnontal levels. In order to help then ex-

- L
pcrlonco uuucoua in a1 acadou&c work, they must be provldod with language axu

Ny

porioncos thich ullov tho- to be “apoctntorn and particlpants"'to all ot their

experiences and reconcile tho t-o roloa in coununication. ﬂonco, our 1nntruc-

- 'Y -

tionnl procedurea-should focus on recnptxvo nnd oxprcﬂoivo lhnsuast dtvolopnont

strdiono of our apociric areq’ o? oxptrtiuo.

¥

. It met be rononborod that .tudcntu have done a sront deal of lancung‘
living. bororo thby antor collo;. and %hoy continue to "livo" out.idc tho roaln

ot academs. Thna. thoy ‘do not cono ‘a8 vo:soxp to bo filled for thaa*aro-alroan;

I

tillod to thc.brin '1th 1ansuaso oxporioncoo resembling a liqpia 80 FSIont thnt .

; / =

o .41t can be poured out L;ttlo by liwtlo -and nixod vith other 1n¢rodaouta to nnkn
t . n 1

,p doloctablo and oxciting drink !¢r all 'ho hnvo the pleasure of | tag}ing 1t.'

®

"'Hhia 10 u c:uno analo;y, porhupc. but 1t makes th. pcint thnb -tudont. Alrondy

" have the "atutt" which makes possible tho univoroo of. discourao.l Inutruetion ?f
i

naroly nssiata thon in developing thoac co-poconcioc to a produc*ivc lovolo- Ag~ :

\

cording to Jn:o- Noftett, tho school is roaponniblo for helpins tudontoh"rondpg .

experience into 'ordo. n2 » I o . ;

s

. : ( v ‘ PN .'..
: . Sinco lnnguaso coupotonco 13 dovnlopod 1n the same vay t language '

J- N"\" . L - -» o
- - rncility is ncquirod, talk chould.bo tho bosinning of all 1nnA _l'gtpér;papbs, o

Y

T '.Borm etudents are ukod to n-i,to a cmuiuon or "“ - “1‘“ » time ahould’

gii C be lllowad tor an qrsaniz-tion pt thou;hto. Ihothor tho atinnln- o nravidod b7‘ 
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proJXdos an opportunity for poraonul.lntrbopoction on ipnt has been discu9aod.

- Tk&n they ¢an hé asked to write. Most students will vrita'about the tobpic Jh-t

l

ﬂiacuouod, but others say novo into areas ot thousht far rc-ovod trou tho 1»- : »yg

ﬂ'nodiato concorn. 'hon this happonb, it rovoaln ono of tto -1;n1tic‘nt ottnation-:
(l) the students Mn uovod beyond tho aiacunion to & -new Mn, or (2) m dis- |
- '. cna.ion did‘not uu-!y tho potsoan needs ot thon otudontn to cxpsnd th‘ Mu.
?‘i‘i.‘ ' | Sipce the odject of this o*porionco is to onb).o otudontl "to orsnu.u thoi.r
thoushtn 1n writing, waatever s vr.uua Thduld be .ec-pwa. This fivat writing -

!

eample need not bi"‘ishu-od, but st thouid -bo analyzed tar ltrd.u of thcu;ht 'M.ch":»:

-

ught, be deniopod 1nto a pilece of -riuns that can cop\uucato 1dm to othon. i :
Thé laportance of this activity is that it nn,'owo the donxopunt of ST
oral aurn ﬂd.n- in the; annsh ‘classroon v@o at t’u sane tinme proudu‘ atu- : |
dents. uth an upportuiny to reflect upon their mm thought- and record them.
N mna minimizes’ thq "unsuuuc lag* -h.icu Vygoulq nTnt.&-om is the reasca mt )

miny studeats have: duncuuy -m: writing, Accox-ddu to vuowq, the abotrut : ‘_
nature of the vritcon vord do:nnd- that it de procode by a\ﬁro concrotq or vvrbq). |

| oxpnrimo.’ Students are capluo ot cca-uml.cnngm/ oL' and this u a -tronsth
*hich must ‘Serve as a Dailding block fdr  mare - -opmuc.gu toru»o!-- L

— -
- AN l P

eo-utcauon. - - !

C 2 T

~ s l‘hroush hngugo, -tndnto make & por-on). rnponn to runw. Jcnu
Britton hu said "tho 'ou-ld toiu-d which our bchnvior is ditoetod is the 'crld

- - s we mbolm it or romunt u to onrulvo-. Gﬁa- in the actul, vorld

PO mat bo rouon& by changes' in our ropa-ununoa of it att they are to atfect K

owr expoctau.vu and hence our: oubuqnn.t _b&uuor."" As 1omm, -tudonn Art.

R T

—i

:-‘ R eoumuy auuuutmc and accoqodaun; uurnuon to achion ilut P:‘got

3 ' - ’ ':'Q
! " cano ua "cqnnihrin- ot comtion. ‘I‘horofm ntndontn' porpoul ropronontauou . g

are tho aguats to which: au of their oxporioncas cnng and u 16 toward thess .-




| luch n wvay that it racilitatoi undorqtanding ot the contqnt. It tha task ot 1n-. f-;j

‘fdovabopins tho akillo of ors-nizatiou it it is vi.!od Trbn thin pornpootti-. T RN

',or locturo 75&00 1. a ém 1n point.,

‘mothode qra 1m!uc10nt. hovonr, in that they do not lud smdnu to an under-

. as the noat mblo ‘uthod of instruction, it 1s very mph uth us and it dou ‘have *

ot hu own thoushu as. thoy*-rolau to: m nontont. A u ;anm or rubuns

; , lochu-o n.y nean thnt the pronnor'l thonghu are duor

adbout, 'rlu.rd. the locturo can oorn as a nprngburd for no' ideas rather thqp i

L a proclmauo‘ir‘of what muet be "truo." Tho ntudonto nm:.a 1n a\vm.o! tlu‘u ~ <:

L T v . R - R . C n * R
L - - ’ . : "
1 1

-

We can begin with the abadouc locturo which 18 .a “real" o‘xpolx}-_io'nco‘ for |

lost college atudonts, pau-ucularl,y uuuu atudonu. 3l'hay often have dxfficulty ‘

adguntins to vnriouo 1eotm styles and, thuo, are uublo to rocord the 1octuro u

otrucuon s t.hat of helping atuduto brauizo oxpcrhncn, ve mist relate our 1o~ -

I

. { :
ntruamn to nmum iz which ntudnnu are n-.unl.y uvolud. The orpmati.on .

£

‘rhm are qovonl methods m; have bun mhtnd conurcmu ttnt Are

camntly unsed to arsist -tndcntt ﬁth the donlopnnt of t ' skill. ‘nwu R - :*

W L4
A

v — .
-:andm; ot rpo nat\u-o or l.octurins a8 a toaclu.ns device and its vnlwo as & .-m N -

'ot or;miun; oxporioncn. :uthout m.- baxic undonundug. notc%k:m; uthoda :

"\

2 v oo T x .
m tho fou ot anndra to oxnuution qnnuou. 'hﬁo th(bcmrc ia not condoud ' y
t } ’

3.
et %

' ulidit.y 1n sOBe ntutiou.' Horo anortuim, 1t 1. ak oxcouont oxporionco tor e

i -1;-—’5-_,__,_."-

ctd'o orpuauon .

S .\
Il
. .

!‘uut. the 1oehu\&(n;t be mosnmd u "the m

B Sn s .
,ﬁntitdoo.not .

nodn that tho students mt tonav ﬂu.. example, SOeond, tl;o single lecture me

-

be- se«m as a part ot a vholo - a“*phco of the puzno ot vhat \the courn u an

- .

’

N \ N

_nutiuuon as thoy liston And rocord, for 1t. is their undorn .~ ; 'k&e&r'n].

- N

An:o'r poraom ormiuuou.
\ ‘

{3 10 the uatructor:’ reaponsi.b ity to fbator e

’ thil )nvurenon. ,




- not kndvn bofdrahand, “the otudonts ahauld 1nnndint01y torn a quottioa ou? of the

5- - . ‘:
1t ths otudonta kno' the aub:uct or a loctura boforo thoy attend clhos, '
this can be usod s & loqns of predtcting -haq the locturor -111 oay. Tho pro- ‘4 f

dlction can llao Yo uuod as a guide 1n propa:a:ion r&idln;. I! thé aub}opt 1! e
N

topic 'htn it 1a gucn in tlass, They luton. thon. tor an aAnsver to th$ quoouon

~._,t.!;g-y hnvo tor-od and . any other 1ntorantion which night corvc to 111h11ngk0 thcif

undonu_n,dins.x When a specific reason for Maumg u uum.um. nv’unu\mmu C

N : ;_‘ : ] “#

s.anxmud, / SR
Tho notobook ia diviﬁ!d Mto tvo aoctiono. Only one smo is wd to . ,' .
Ny 2

z‘-ocord the. locture. m othor 8ide rc left for comnu k!;d quuum 10) be useds
in orguuins -lut has been end. " The method of nouumg (ouumu, sugmary. otc."s‘
1a a poraonnl -attor. though it 1s,holptu1 tg 1ntroduco novorll nothoﬂl»lo tgpt

tho atad«nts can . adopt ons of thou own, rho rall ornniuﬂ,on of a loeturo,« comes '
N 5 4".

n!tor tho clanu eoaoion whon thl students take . tho notobook iad una tho hl‘nk,iido

to annouto the act\\n 1octnn. fhoy mt upou thﬁ.r own orgniuuon cn ﬂnt ct ,

A

the lfctur-r. In do doins, um) ba.u thoir utog‘muuoh ot vht hnb boon Te-

.

4
corded on what thoy a).ﬂady lmo-. ‘The . locturc 1s thni plucul :I.n a rotmntm

_context and proudu a iu:l.c undontndm o! the cm eout.nt. Qunum about

-o.o po:mu m pormt. hio cmtn a uod to:r rurtlnr uwumon or nﬁq:ul‘.
g

rho yrocnu can ha uusht tn tho Rn;n.h cl.uorco- t.hroun, the m ot

)

taped or' atai xocm-u. “In s nu. l'tudnu lcrk m-r the nmu ofan | ..

mtmetor vhose pn,m-y mmn.é A.n conung or“uucion ana’ uumauon e
ratheir than an aecum]\ation ot tau- and tPoiv mtory. Vniou kuds ot loctang

¢ =

& .
can be given o, acqunnt. otudonu with different etyln. Horoovor, it 10 & um )

ar holptng cgmdcnu uuton -;Lth a diocriniut:l.ns oar m orcnniu an oxporunco

. which t.hoy are mu’ﬁ to onconnt.or in a col].cgo c].uoroon. : T o

— i
It 18 a conon pucuco in dovolopnnm -lan m&lnso. to aa»ornf.n"
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the: lovol at -hxch o.ch atudon& te portoramg dnd nmr 1nstructmn tourd that lovol.

'!'hi. is especially true or readins lovola -ucz? are otton used as. dotornxmt. tor

a1l ot.hor danlopuntn -m-k. ‘I question thim! pucucc ia Msber cducnuon. ‘Fu'at,

k hic"'&nao grade 1ovo‘x 16 a uuphor Kch nprounu a sot of standards; it is aot . |
an lctlnnty. SQcomx. conogo tcuboon und roum ‘saterials are not nlautud ] .
B tor f.ho grad. lew‘l tbay ropnsont. but for t.ho cantut thoy emm. Nont are
% ) ""r.l.t(t.on hoyo;n the t)eh srade 1“01. It, acco:-dm to a -unmma ocoro. a stu=~ _:’

~d¢nt nad(p:oficimny nt the 9th grade lcvol. 'hnt. can .n ‘dnstructor ia a do-

nlopnum course do to holp kis succeed 1n his ncmo-u voru Vorx utuo -

5§ 4 thp atudout, ia givon only 9th'5udo uwun to rnd. It. on t.ho othtr md, -
e nnu Mrah.uity to hnd;o b}uc rndm ald.n- cnd at the sane tlu relate
- »}’\ t.ho -tndont'a uturity to the hie;'.rchicu -upl. of doulopant. we w find that |
\ " the ltudonf. is npplyin; ab.tract r&g.oning to probl.h limtim Ih.lch ax‘iu 1: T w
\ A t.ho course of everyday axporioncu thongh ho may not be aware of the procos-. At
' \ . the wame tiﬁo. he can utouny coaprohond prm’d material as rovn.lod in h.ta
| \ %ichén. ‘rhooo u-o4:.ron; blocks to bund upoa in holp:l.ns f.ho amdont , ;‘_

. R ~
enploy amly-ucn
R / -

g hf’" ““""' ‘° l‘}ad content material at tho ccnoso . .,

level. The role of the instructor

dation. To paraphrase Vygonlq, w uot ain education "nt at the r:l.pog but at S

rfﬁnms mnctton. n3 It is not a unth g-uh roadu; oeoro on 'm.ch we must.

! utrato. vit rather on those c.p-bniuu formal or uuor-l which the sty =

‘ dokt already pobnqpu anq of which bo nat 19 Bade aware, ’
@ L \-v‘ V°°§?“1nry uay e tho greatest hurdie thlb'tho student has to overcime . ‘“3’

oo b}

g;d ocnbnlurqu de:;d» bu}.e to ushor toru ot undcutaldins. ’l'ho"Ju'xon" of

" R R R PR

. .@.:"7 .4 inlinO. hov-vor. éin bo undoratood AT 1t 1s. roxa;od to tho‘atudont'c e

I3

s v RO 0
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It duug hb recognized that all diaciplines are pertinent. to éractxcnl attuationa. LT

" Have the student rowrite difficult passages in "lanoﬁ'i langungo" ;);' hnu hzna T
¢1va a "laymen's lecture® 6n vhat he has read, A"lqynon'o' Lpéiuro“ 10 oné f~-fw%~{
. which contains atl the rnctu eithout thc foraal loxicon of o diociplins, Allow

opportuniuoa for t.he atudont to ulk with ot.hor atudanto about COMBOR Aroas

’ of uanndoraundua and oncoungo hxn to orgmuo n- thou;hu throush wrluns

’\.
I "‘ﬂi‘“a’ynnﬁ‘c relatios of ﬂi“uiit"to \“—m v omua mhwumt——"""
. £?
th. studont uses all of the lmmc oponuou in the procou. B Langugo lmll
T e o A

-m be’ donlopod, as Andr,u lnu.um on“otu. uin. utuauou vmo thoy u-o '4
cnllod upon and not by npocial trcining in thoi. nb e c:nvstart “not with tho -

okﬁr to ts taught, but with the cont.nl oxporionco upon which . the lkillo ux

>

opont.o. \lnt Appnrod at first ;o bo a rowu‘nc moblu mtl;octa om a absa .
for. turthor lnnguuso &sﬁlopunt and an nphni. on hishor ].ovol copu.in opora- . "‘,

uou. This kind of donlop-nt can be onhnood 1! e concontrato on tho at.roncun

»

A thct a studeat’ pouomn mtnd of the doueionciu tnep muau.

’

3 o Studonu in dovolop.onm courses are seeking hpronL ntormta;iou

v

s ox rouuty. 'l'noy m be huuu.cappod vy pnt cduuum). oxp#r.loncn. but t.boy :

~ ..

‘ix'o aot bound by thea. One ot the -trong umu of Goorp K m' tlnm u mv

-

% - "o one ia a captive of his ow uompw-? because be 1s frve 1o nmmo S
rulu.y as he prodicu and validates o:poﬂ.oncu. It mzrnTtobn cn bouou N
B m.. ‘they wili be rrood of the temptation to label owdonh'm mm’ m- ‘/ . »
“to pooii’i.gnl ot "rdnodm.""non-trauuun" or "00110;0‘10 1.0 ‘l'hoy can be g
PR ‘ viond;u a bank ot tho.tr o oxpcﬂomog m procuq o! d pou.unc um nnd o
- uthduung rroa thio bhk is 'hit‘lumo lurlu.ns 1- o.l.l tbout. LW

» s mtrpcuon urua thpe \purpou or providug an oxpodxont vay or coaploung de~ "t

. el M s ST, 4 NaT v ¥ Saem

, ))out and ut.hdnnl ouy andmdlins un otlur fmu.ou vhiehnb Bhnuns v
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