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Vietnam is bordered on the north by Chinaj on thé south by the Gulf of
Siam- on the east by the Gulf of Tonkin and the South China Sea for more than
1400 miles; and on the west by Cambodla and Laose. o

The Republic of Vietnam and the Democratic Republic of Vietnamlare\di-_ ‘
vided atiapproximately the 17th pafallel‘by a narrow demilitarized zone along
the 3ong BenwHal river. At thls point of division,_the country is only 39 ‘
miles wide. '

Vietnamese are believed to have originated‘of Horth of China, from
where they were slowly driven southward by the Hill chinese, By the 3rd Centu~
ry B.C. the Vietnamese had become settled in the Qed River delta in what is-
now called North VietMam, .China annexed the region in the 2nd. century B.C.

. and ruled it until 938 A D., when independence was reestabllshed by Ngo-Ouyen‘

The new 'state gradually expanded occuping much of Canbodia and it is called
South Viet-Nam. .
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1858 - French and Spanish forces
intervene in Vietnam's Southern
region of Cochinchina to halt
persecution of native Catholics. . zL

,j'/

1862-1867 - Vietnam is gradually fofceék{?_d~~fh"“"“
to yield Cochinchina to the French

1884 - French established a protecto-
rate over inram,and “Yonkin.

1940 ~ 1945 - Vietnam was .occupied. by
' Japanese forces during World war
II.

fiugust 1945 - Japanese forces were
defeated by illied Forces.
Following Japan's surrender to
the Allies, Communist Vietiini
guerillas, under leadership of
- Ho-Chi-iiinh, seized Hanoi and
set' up Democratic Republic of Vii.

1946-1954 ~ Viet ilinh war against the
French rages for eight years cul-
minating in the defeat of French
forces at Dien-Bien-Phu; armistice
is signed under a series of agree-~
ments concluded at -Geneva, providing
for the partition-of Vietnam along
the 17th parallel, with the North
going to the governnent of Ho-Chi-
filnh-and the South placed under the control
of Saigon.

1955 - The emperof Bao-Dai was deposed and a republic established under the
presidency of former Primer linister Hgo=-Dinh-Diem; a Us fiilitary /dvi-
sory group was set up in %outh Vietnam.

-

G
fm}{, - '

1959 - South Vil Communist guerillas, caliled VC (Viet-Cong),‘qaggd'war agains:
" Diem government; harsh security measures introduced by Saigon regime
incured wide popular resentment; after violent demonstrations the QO
wvernment was overthrown . and Diem was murdered. ’

= MNorth Vietnam, working through VC guerillas, instigated campaign of
terror and subversion in South Vietnam in an attempt to annex the State
and unify Vietnam under communist rule. R C :

1965 ~ New military regime was formed, with General Nguyen Van Thieu as
chief of state and:air Vice Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky as premier; US planes
begin systematic bombing of North Vietnam, while in ‘the Northern part
of South VietNam, US. troop strength mounts to 200,000 men by years'end.

1967 - In 'South Vietnam's first national elections, Nguyen Van Thieu becomes -
president and Nguyen Cao Ky is chosen vice-president. .

1971 -~ In the second national elections, Nguyen van Thieu is re-elected with
Nguyen ‘van Hyong as vice president(a puppet); Tran Thien Khiem is ;ssi-

gned as Prime Minister. . - Lo . , .
- During the second term of President Thieu, United States orders halt

to ‘all bombing .north of 20th parallel; move leads to an agreement bet-
ween Hanoi and Washington to open peace talks.in Paris. . .. = =
Peasants and cities'people have little rapport with the Thieu government
—~ Corruption was seen officially all over . government agencies. .
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VIETNAMESE
FAMILY EDUCATICHN.

L~

~In old days, children were subject to strict education which is run by

the head of a family. The head of every family is in charge of teaching
morale, religion, behavior, even in the early pre-school phase. He is a ma-

nager of all éﬁings in his family. Hé supplies food ahd clothe; for:all
members of his family, he plans the ecoﬁomic system for his own family, he
runs farming, business, handicraft and public relations‘w;th the world outsi;
de of his family. Only the head of the family is the speaker of everything
concerning his'family. His‘assistant is his wife. She is also very impor-
tant for the head of the famlily regarding financial problems. She controls:
all expenses and makes suggestions whether things are nécessary to buy or hot,
She discusses deiails of all matter; with‘her husband. She is in charge of
teaéhing all the daughters. in her fémiiy about the tﬁipgs that gi:lS“should
do, ﬁnow, take care, and stay aQay_from, according to a typical coﬂfucian-
eduééted family. She also runs internal family affairs such as cboking,;ewipg
‘babycare, farm work and managing wé?kéfé.i;wéhe family. The”father, the_ﬁead
of the family, is iﬂ charge of all things. He gives instructions to his wife
about farm projects, bgsiness plans and his policy concerning public relationg
All‘boysﬂare strictly under his direct'education to bgcome men, té_know how
to run a family, to learn all subjects which are of interest tb a future head
of a family. ;

Vietnamesc family edﬁcation iﬁ based on Confucianism which is a chinese
culture.” In old days, only’bqyé were obligated to go to schools which were
run by an old schq;ar,_who #aught the children about huéanity, personality,
charity, rites, é iifflé séience, and morale. All subjéqts were taught in
‘chinese characters. Students at that tihc, were very polite, they never
looked straight‘ét'their teaqher; théy aiﬁéYS bowed their heads énd bodies to

salute or to say something to the téacher; after. answering the student had

6 | © eevesscesscesccsea
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“to step“baék fo his place which waslon £he floor where they sat. When boys

go out of the home, they are not free to talk with others or girls. They

talk only what they are asked to say by their'parents. They always say :" My
daddy said that....", 6r‘my‘mother ;aid that " this year'sm;rop is very good".
This creates their shyngss}" Girls never govout alone; they must be accompa-
nied by an elder in their family or their ‘mother. When they go out with the
mother to visit some relatives, only the ﬁétﬁe} talks. Girls sit, listen,and
smilé discreetly. They never burst in laughter. ‘They have fo_get ﬁp early
to.learn and memorize their lessons, studying late iﬂto the evening * ‘l/hen
there is daytime—férﬁ work, they have to go out to wdrk with their parents.-
Then schoéi?time is at night. Rich families invited a scholar to educate
thelr children. Food and lodging was provided for thﬁﬁséholar in the house.
Food was served by the children but the motﬁer cooked and prepared it care-
fully. The'teacher might live in with the family fof hié 1ifetime up to the
time when he stopped teaching. The hgéd of the family then invited another

teacher.4

Such an educational system existcd up- i1l 1930 in remote villages.
The French domination over the North and the Central_imposed their educatio-
na; system on all social levels f:om the elementary up to high school. Most

‘of village children are able to finish their sghooliﬁg in eiementéryylevel
oﬁly. They. bnly need writing and reading ih fhéir language for daily commu- .
nication in their daily lives. Children of city faﬁiliés have more'opportu-
nities to go onzto higher education even to. university. The French education-
al system in Indoéhina was basad on the,Efénch policy of colénialiém.

The new French educational system made the heads of family bu§ier; they
controlled all books and novels which their Childfen read. They could not
read romantic literature, love stories, nor ény book which may harm the Con-
fucian education indirectly or directly. Children could be seriously punishef
by their parents or their teacher when they did éomethihg céntrary to the

fémily tradition. : : i
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Love and marriage were not subjects for the children to discuss. Only the

x

father or mother dealt with ‘these matters.

But How Was the Famlly Education in Uar Time ?

The role of the head of the famlly is- very difficult in war tlme; The
war creatly influenced the famlly life style. ill people from 18 up to 45
years of‘age are drafted. FEven elders went out for m111tary service.
Nobody took care of educating the children at home. They had to lecarn every-
thing at school. School teachers did not teach much about morale to the
children. Mothers were‘always busy w1th their babies. r“hey wanted thelr
children to learn, but the children did not dedicate themselves to studys
they wandered about. Children brought home all kindazof‘bad words, bad habit-

and make their mothers and fathers unhappy. They seemed free to do things as

they pleased without their parents:! control.www, o
Financial problemnln the, famlly became crltical because of inflation
during the wartime. Prostitutes grew wp everywhere as they did in the 2nd

| World war in Europe. Their severe ncads caused them to accept to do anythlnc

Big families had to limit their children from going to school because |
thev did not have enough money for them to go to school. If the chlldren

were in private schools, they had to pay their school fees. Indiv1duallsm
increased in famalles, in offlces;“in businesses, in government agencies in
all departments, thereby creating the corruption in thencountry. Each famlly
tried to be better off than the other, thecreby separating the families.
Children didn't obey their oarents. The war situationlmade them eo fearfuld
- that they mistrusted everyome.‘hln short, we can conclude that theremare.‘

only a small number of catholic and christian educated families which kcep

the old tradition of family education.



STUDENTS IN WAR TIME.'

During-war time, all students at the age of 17 werc subject to military
census‘checkmeven if they were in high school or working on farms:or in |
plants. Most of them tried to finish senior high school, so as to be exempted
from military service 3 more years, but they failed because they had to be
on duty 4 hours every night right in the hamlets or. streets where they lived.
Many of them were attracted by adults to go to gambling houses or smoking

areas. These boys were quite discouraged because of the war; they planned

their lives, Sut the war had changed everything. This promoted individualism

,and realism in the youth all over the country} they realized that they had

to enjoy their lives right now when they could before they went to military
service. They lived for the immediate day without thinking about the future.
In addition to that, tbdsands and ébusands of US.GI. came to the country

——

creating another problem by'attracting‘mahy girls to quit their schooling

before they should have.

Day and night they lived in fear of treachery distrusting each other.
They lived only for their physical desires, drinking, smoking, loving promise—
cuously and finally dying. They were truly wild in some areas in the.big
cities. Not all were from poor families, they were also from wealthy educa—‘
ted classes. They spent money without countihgwhowimuch,‘later becoming
vagrants, bands of vagrants, thieves, rapers’etc... “

The Police and Military security service agencies were not qualified or

‘competent people to‘stop or arrest offenders. Day after day it becume worse

and worse until it reached thc highest point of opén corrdption. Many touristr
came to the country thinkihg that the people were very wealthy, and prospe—'
rous, becausc of the appearance of theioity having several multi-story buil-
dings with bright neon lightseverywhere. But fron the business-managerial
eyes, it was a prediction‘for a collapse of the country. The height of corrup-
tion was reached - There was no way to control or stop it. It prevailed in

9
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every deoartment in the country-government, even in the department of Edu-
cation and justice. : '

1

. ! . B
The good they were taught thru théir forefathers and teachers for im-

proving their morale was turned into vices. Sound Family education as it
stood for several thousand years was alfoﬁﬁéglécted or unable to stand due
to the overflow of corruption. Every b%y and girl lived his life as

he wished. Parents were not able to control or motivéte them.

VIETHANESE SOCIETY IN 19th. CENTURY.

There are classes in Vietnamese society. It can be generally dlassified
as the followings :

RN

The most important group in Viet—nam is the plain ordinary people,

called " Nha que " =" peasants ". They are flne, long sufferlng, very curl— o
ous about life oﬁréide of their own village or hamleﬁs and are very friendly;r
They are known for their patience. They have suffered greatly in numerous
conflicts in the countrf. They are the victims of circumstancé and of
disease. Because of‘their numbers, they do moét of farm—-work. These pépple'
are poor but are the backbone of the céuntry. Their'mrrale was reflected

during the last phase of the civil war in Vietnam through their disaffection

and disappointment.

Ohe group vwhich has a limited understanding'of Americans and other™
foreigners and their way ofhlife, and little opportunity to find out, 'is the
working class from the urban and rural areas. They are shopkeepers, low~le-

vel civil servants, businessm=n, average white collar workers, skilled wor-

;
/

kérs, eté.... A lack of understanding of customs and culture both on the
part of the Vietnamese and the Americans has occasionally caused friction

between the two groups.

l(y:mw
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Aﬂother group might be represented by employees of Vietnamese‘gngrn—
mental agencies and private companies. Many of these employeés ﬁave been
greatly influenced by French cultﬁre, and moét of them speak fluent French,
having been educated ih French schools in Vietnaﬁ or Franéé; These pcopie

are often leaders in their communities and politically powerful.

There‘is also a grﬁup of Vietnémese who are quite proyressive and
change to whatever is in vogué‘at the moment, and a-considerable number of
them hold cifizenships other fhan Vietnamese. They are usually quite studi7v
ous and will make every effort to‘learn Qhateve; is required to be up to date.
Westerners have'tradi£iona11y mixed easily withrthis group, as they are anxi-
ous to learn Western customs and culture. )

Many Vietnamese are working with the Americans either directly:in Ame--
rican installations or in Vietﬂémese governmental positions. Théy under-
stand.the wesfern way ofAlifemmuch bettef than most Vietnamesé and,provide
an imp&ftant ent;ee fqr'Améfiéans into Vietnamese culture. Hervef, Ameri-
cans should not be led'to believe that these are Fraditional Vietnamese.
Often, they have become so westernized that they are a class apart from their
fellow ¢ountrymeﬁ..There are those, of course, who have maintained their
Vietnamese way of life.

Peoplé following Confuci;n ethics and traditional culture a#e still
greatly in evidence in Vietnam and make up anbther grouping; They should be
handled*with all dqe réspect. They sometimes ﬁélieve fhat foreigpers place
too much emphasis on matérialism. These.ﬁebple are often the unépoken lea~

ders of small communities and are well respected by‘their neighbors éhd

friends. oo 4 !
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THE ORIGIN OF THE VIETHAMESE LANGUAGE

The Vietnamese used Chinese characters or Chu Nho (Scholars script) -
as their written language vchicle beginning in the ninth century. The Chinese
characters came into use in all official transactions, correspondance, and

literature. ‘o one can reliably say what written language was uscd prior to

this time in Vietnan.
The written Chinesec language, Chu iMho, was different from the spoken
Vietnamese. Citizens of various countries of the Asian world could write to

each other and be understood. They did not pronounce the characters the same

way, however, and could not expect to understand a conversation, should they

have met.

Vietnamese scholars and literary types demanded history and literature
in a language of their own, and started to borrow Chinese characters, ihpro—
: vising their own cowbiunations to represent ideas and concepts, and to phone—

tize some of their natlvc speech. This became known as " Chu Nom " whlch

meant- vulgar or demotic scrlpt;wlt 1$;v$ llke Chlncee, but no forelgners»
"could reaéilt,;as>they could with Chu lho. Chu Nom was found only in litera-
vy works, unofficial documenfs and the like.

During the i?th. century, Celholic missionaries began to arrive in Viet-
nam qumm§pain, Portugal, Italy, and France. They neaded some linguistic tool
to getbtheir ideas across to the people. Under the guidance of the Catholic

. ’Pficst Father Alexander—de—phodcs, a system of romdhized writing, known as
i g QUOC ﬁGGf" (national language) was devcloped Thls enabled them to use
the spoken Vietnamese in a written manncr -through the Roman alphabet.
Father Alexander-de-Rhodes completed a Vietnamese~PortuguesefLatin dictionary
in 1649. In 1920, Quoc Ngu was recognized as the official language.
“vsinee 1945, The language has been used in 211 lower level schools in Vietnam.
There has been con51derablc controVersy about using the natlonal language at

~the university level, replacing French.

12




YISTILG[ESE STUDEKTS PRODLIMS

During my visits to the Lanc.-Leb. Co. schools I met uany Vietnamese
;Jrefugee stugents of all ages, levels and dialects of the war-torn: countrya
Having attended different seminars, neetings wvith educators,.gu;dance
counselors, téachers aﬁd psychoiogist I have defiﬁed in”detail a scope of
protlems which I wish tc cdiscuss with you.
1. Jnat shouldbbe done‘- (Definition of objoctives)
2; Vietname;e rcfugees children in the nmerican Educatioﬁ syétem.

3+« Vietnamese Lducation bvstem (in pre-war days and in war time)

4. How the war-tine affected our Educational system in Vietnza.
(dilitary service).

5. Vietnamese Culture (Historical events) - (Church activitics rela~
ted to the Zducation system).

6. Vietnamese behavior, uentality as it relates to cnvironuent.

I will start with a brief description of the problems‘which Viotnaucse
- students might have.
a) Longuage barrier. (Failure of comuunication.)
b) ﬁi;d growth, (Ho.schooling. Unable to even write ana ;eadlvietnamese.)
c) False education reccord (Incorrect year and place of btirth or name.)
d) I'oor Inglish learning -~ even when gréégated'from SenibrvHigh School.
e) Slow lcarners.
f) Frobleus with sponsors and foster familics.
&) Lonoliness -~ shyness - lack of discipiine.
Hzving faced these prébleﬁs, the question arises: '“hat should be‘donc"?
- definition of the children has to be macde as to their abc, birtnplhce,
cducational level, attituce ana -ncli;h cgpprehension. .Je also nced to
know how they are living now, with their fawily, their fostérf par?nts‘qr
ﬁith their sponsors or whethef the child is an orphan living with his or

her relatives. Be patient and talk slowly with them, ask them about their

ERICP2s - 13




ﬁ.

L

T

]
I
)

name, age, srade in their.schooI,'thcir uddfcﬁs; their parent!s nameé.
Through your cuestions, you find out what should‘be done.

" Tirst of all, we should have’bilinsuai instruction (Enzlish-Vietnauese)
which‘willkguide then at'hoﬁé; iﬁ school, in their class,‘witﬁ théir £eacher.
with their- classuateés, to kcep'schooi'rules familia;;zing thow with the
auerican educdfion;system. ‘ ’

Juring the first week, cach student can be interviewed and classified
into the rizht éradé. Learniné Enﬁliéh is:always the uain dbjéctive for
all‘of then." ﬁil of you, qualifieé teacﬁers haviﬂg years of éﬁpefience
on’ teaching Eﬁcliqh as sacond-languase,‘knowwhow and what to teach thea.

I will not ‘set involved in your himhly technical teaching @ethohs;to the
however,,sq‘as to get around studqnts! shypess, jou should have the whole
class repeat after the teaclier for tﬁo or threce times'loudiy. vThat is to
eliwinate their shyness."OIQer“students who héﬁe no schooling should be
taught tb read, write and speak.ﬁng;ish éo as to be able to attend Vo~
Tech school. Turther orientation materials should be given to students

froma grades 9, 10, }l, ancd 12 providing thew with information on the

schooling systecim in the Unitec Stztes and highor education opportunitics.

VISTIADSE REVUCGTS CHILOREY I LLSRTIC.IT EDUCATION SYSTE: ]

The children coue from different parts of Soﬁth Vietnam to the United
States. They were unhapb& in Vietnam because fhe warllastodﬂtdo long =11
over the countrj, sll'classéé vere rushéd; Théy vere fahgﬁt dnly.four
hour shifts a day. EThe& had no'osligation to learn physicél education,
because thej werce ﬁnderndurished for yéars'in theif ﬁome'countfy. '

iow they have chance to resettlée and have a new 1ifc in the United
States. Schools secs quite difforent from those in Vietnam. 'Thcy are

nov in large classrooms, thc aumber of students in'a class is also cuite

14



a féw‘in couparison with thosc in Victnam.where there ucy be up to-50

for public Hi;h school, to 12C for private schools. Classes in :uerican
cducation gnstem have only frou 10 to 30 students, and the classroous are
very clean.and well cquipped with cudio-visual oquipment. They have a
large library with thousands of books needed for thew to read and learn.
_Tﬁore are art and music classes maﬁaged by aighly qualifieé teachers, and
there are well-structured Vo-Tecch schools. Students are well trained in
different sports,éctivities and gawes in physical cduc:tion.. fha Victnauese
students have told me they like the ‘merican education orsanization very
mwuch. They nlso have tolq.me that that they feel it is very harc to
contact.their teachers. UYeaciers should not tally wita thep cs Vietnaéése
refugccs; I kgpw what they mcan, there is a big lahcuagc barrier beiween
teachéTs and students. Viotnanese students need friendly gsuidonce to know

what they have to do and to follow =o as' to keep tracks with other amcricah

'

students. They necd detailcd explanations expanding on-what they are being
taught;‘ In general, Viectnuucse stucents arc very studiguc. Inglish is-2
big probleam for them during the first years. In’Vietnaﬁ they were taught
‘English in schoolé, but with uncualificd teachers of Eﬁslish:nwho-on1§ taught
~writing, not speaking or rcading, since hizh=-school graduation has no oral

crauiration for foreign languages.

VIO GEST EDUC «7ICH SYSTEH: 1) 1in pre-war deys

2) in war time

T. In earlicst days, Vietnamese education was in the hands of the
Euddhist clergy. -.bout the year 1075, they ‘started the first

coupetitive oramination after years of “learning chinese litcrature.
g5 R

he best graduated in these exauinations to rccruit

y

They salected 't
high wandarinal officicls. Confucianisr wes taught all-over the
country to village scholars. Confucian cduqatioh took place by

v




Euddhist clergy.

During the lith. century, & lational College was established for the
eduéétion of sons of rbyélty and other high officials. This marked‘the
bcginning of Confﬁci&n’eduéation in Vietna;. In 1252, the collegoe was
opened to students frou varicd backirounds othé} than royal or official.

By the beginning of the 15th century, wany schools wcrémset up in
large centers for copfﬁcian educﬁtion. & stﬁdent's rost cherished ideal
was to study in such a center. Those wh§ passed‘the quclifying esaminati-
ons for iandarins h;d hope of achieving state jobs or other honors. ‘The
scholar was looked up‘to and highly revercd.

Through severzal dynﬁsties of emperors ruling Vietnau, all levels of
administration were run by Handarins, who were chosen on the basis of
their education alone, up until the tine the French ruqu'iﬁ Vietnaum.

In order to becoue mandafins, the Vietnaucse schoiars hgd to pass
special examinations, In the liferary field, there were four lérge-scéie
examinations to be taken to reach the top of the ilandarinate. They were
thevproviﬁcial cxaminations, regional examinations, nationsl conpetitive
examinations and ﬁhe court examinati;an. |

Before tak;ng the Provincial Examination, it was nccessary for a
student to pass four lowervlevel literary tests acninistered by st te~
enployed professors in the cifferent districts. They chose those students'
that they thou i :7_ht 3 ;n;:écsrnl'in’c0¢§utiu; in tur proviacicl
compctitions.’

- The Provincial Lxzaminations took plncé twice a year. Thousands of
students would travel to openmair éamis‘set up for the craminations. The
aruy‘suardod;the campé to prevent any outside help‘for students tdking the
exam; LEach candicate set up a tent where he carried on his daily routine 'ﬁwf

of sloeping, eating, and working. Four test sessions, each lasting 24 hours,

were .glven at threemto_fpureﬁay‘inte;vals. Lach test started at‘three g.m; 
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_ prefecture.

were registercd with the i{inistry of Fersonnel and Interior ror smployument

either as & prefect or assistant prefect.

e e e

Court Lxaming tion

By this tlme, the nuubez of candidates had been drastically reduced.
The emperor pcrsonnally conducted this examination, and only three of the
highest rankins scholars were proclaiuned first """" class doctors. The remaindexr
of the candidates were awardod doctor?s degree in lower classos. ‘ Thev
three persons in the first class entitled to appointments as provincial

Judicial officers. The others could securexpositions in a ministry or

AN T
\"m.,,f'_/

Before the rrench.rulcrs caue to the country, zandarins ran’ tae
country for nearly 2,000 years, They sot up laws, reli"ion, family cduca-
tion through their knowledge frou Confucianism. ;hout l9OQ,\rrenchl‘j
author*ties convertec the conzucien cducation to a Vestern one.‘f“fhe

administration of tne country was also western—oriented. 'rench improved
their system 01 rulino the country by sending many Vietnamese officials

to France to study "ostcrn nethods. in educational system was established'
elcmantary, primary and secondary education. In addition{_the‘usc of
Vietnamese lenguage which vas wvritten in Chinose stylc, wasﬂromanizod and
translatod by a western ulssionary, Father ﬂlexaudrc de‘Rhodes:in 1625.

The romanined language was only onc used by missionarics sincc.l628. Two

hundred ‘scventy years later, drench rulers supported'Christianhmissionarios

to establish‘schools for tezching the vietnamesc language. Roto.uemory, ‘

‘class discipline and French educational nethods were added.“.uany nev - -

schools and. colleges were establisacd and . Fronch became the second language
of importance to the students.: Vietnamesc citiZens living in the country

were not alwaysﬁagforded the educational.benofits .of those living in ‘the.

cities. IR 17




wnen the otuaent was ziven special paper and sent back to his tent where
h; wrote until the followinq mioniuht. Lxzcellent nbility in the fields
of interpretation, verse,cohJosi;;;n-and philosophy were essential for the
'success of the candidate.. lio cxenptions from the arucd forces and corveec
(forced labor) werc cranteo-for those who fai led to pass the oxapinations.
Those with 'zood" grades werce cxempted for six ‘wonths only.‘ ‘ |

The Regional J“auinations were also adminiatered by four tests. Ail
candidates were prescreened with acditional tests and nnmcroué refcrences
reguired as to character,ctc. before admisoion to the Regionaliﬂxamination.
These were. held nornally ~‘t:-ver:,' three years. anymétudeht Paééiﬁg three

..0f the tests received tae title of bachelor "iU-~T.IY while those passing

all the four tosts were designated licentiates "CU-MHLE", .11 othor candi-
dates failed; and those not passina at lcast two of the exame'those oho
recounanced them frou the nrovinces to be reprimanded. |

The cxaminations were most competitive. .n eitreme examplo of this
is that during'the'l9th ce ntury, thore vere usually 12 OOO or Aorc candi-
dates in the oountry“at cach ciam. Of these, on1y612 to 15 licentiate
degrees and betwecen 250 to 500 bachelor degrees were awarded.

Candidates reueiving the licence were eli*iblc for appointment as-
director of studies in a2 province or district and were allowed to tako

tae national competitive cxamination for the dootoral desrec.

. The Mational Cowpectitive Sxaumination . -

Those holding the_licence were allowed-to take this examinztion which
\was normally held at three-yecar intervals. 1In addition, e ceptions were
made for thnse - -persons from royalty of nobility who held only the bachelor's
degrec if they had tahen special qualifying~examinations.

. The emperor made up the questions for the examination‘and‘those students
scoring the‘highest were eligible‘to'take the court exauination. ThoEe

‘scorins in the second group werc eligible to re~take the examination and




VIS AHESES EDUC,TION IN TH- L .ST U0 DIC-DES

2.  The school systci have retainec most  of their French forms in

Vietnam. Though the Uonfucian‘syétéﬁ is not very importont énymoré'and‘
men no longgr devote thcifléntirc lives to iearning,}the pcople stiil
ha;e inherited: a éﬁrong desire for cducation and éeem'it‘very:important.
In 1955, a new school systeu wos esfablishcd after the separation
of the country into two parts.' The north rétainéé much of tﬁc French

system with an‘emphaais on iarwisu. The south ‘also'retdineﬁ auch of the .

Yrench system, with an euphosis on nationalisms. Viotnauese language,

history,and literature zrc recuired studics in elementary and sccondary

schools in the courth.

t‘hereas Vietnamcéé‘schools have undergonz the influence of ‘the Chinese
and the Irench, the& are now infiucqceﬁ by fhgwwimericans. Jllowever, a
little bit has been salvaged froim each culture.

The Vietnomese Xducation systen provides for frec'compulsory cducation

. for children over five yeers of age for the first three grades of primary

school. iiost of the pupils do not o beyond these éompulsbrg'thrce ycars.

If he zoes on, he will teke an“ékamiﬁﬁfion"in his fifth year which, if
passed, entitles him to a primary certificat§;“ (Sco aépgndix i)

Tac seconddry‘school has o saven-yéar curriculﬁmQT.In'this scli00l,
there are two pérts,‘four years and ihrce wore. .t the end of four years,
the student takes an exam.' If he passeé, he receives a sccondary cértifi~
cate. Zow stﬁdents go beyond this.(Sce appendiz: 1)

‘ ’Lt this tinme, hé can go to a vocational school or coﬁtinue for the
second ;yclé in which he has‘a choice of continuing the study of modern

languages and victnanesc classics or of taking up natural science, watheuas.

tics, or philisophy. Eefore this tiﬁc, their education has been more

general, much as in the ‘mericon system.

wfter thevsccbnd year of the‘senibr cycle(sixth%yga;,of.sccondary‘
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school) cnother exanination must be passed. The successiul student
receives the Baccalcurcote I. .t the coupletion of the third yoar of the
sonior tycle (scventh year), hec uay coupete for the Baccalaurcate II,

wiaich i1s nccessary to enter the university system or advanced technical

schools.(Sce appondix 2)

In addition to those public institutions, there are nuiICIous private

- ochools winich have sprung up offering courses in. ZEnglish. It is not

uncommon to sec Vietnamese of all ages enrolled in once of thesc etra-
. 2

curricula schools. iumerous amcriéans.havc taugat in these schools in
their off-duty time. |
| Thero-are also private sghools run by religioué apd»organizationgl

groups. Some are :rench. Thesc pave been closcly administeroc in tho
past and nust couply with thc South Vietnamese governuent standards.

2dult ecducation is encouraged. lhere possible, classes are hpld_?or
adults iﬁ tho provinces in tae cvening in an attempt to roise the literacy
}ate which hovers around 305, | |

The Vietpamesce;merican Associationgfﬁs qqunded co#siderably_duging
1£s bricf history i£ Vigtn;m-‘,Thére arc normally about,?,QOO students
carolled in lanjuage courgés and vocationgl?fiél@s.‘ Teachors have been
mb;tly .nericans, drawvn from the official agoncy employceé_inbtheir'off-
cuty time. | -

The desire to lecarn English is quite strong amonglthc Vicfnamqsc and

i5 a good cxanple of the Victnamese.and their strons; desire to keep ﬁp

+ with the changing tines in thg;r country.

University Training
Stﬁdenf;‘poséésiné the Baccalaureaté 11 and paésing entrence cramination
are entitled to enter = univcféity in Viefnam{"fhere'arc three availavle,
béigon University,‘Univers;ty of‘Dalat,'and‘Huc Uhi&érsity.
he University of Saigon 1s tu ‘largest with = reportsd 50,000 studonts
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~enrolled in 1974, A breakdown of student enrollment reported:
~ Pedagogy School: 8,120 . S

~ Medicine School: 3,040

- Pharmacy: k 4,100

- Letters: “ 13,200 _
- Sciente: - 7,500 : . S

- Law School: 14 ,0k0 R

The figures may be very high as it is not too‘uncommon to»find one_ "
student registefeqﬁgnd-taking courses in more thanvdne scnool, aﬂd there E
“is little cross—checkihg between the faculties. 'Each‘faéulty is separate -
from the other and acts independently. Fherefore, the gducation offered has
been narrbwly specialized with liftle benéfit to genérgi education. There
is no such thing as required courses for all sfudenﬁs in broad fields of
science, mathématics, languages, etc. as we find iﬁ Americap colleges and o
universities. | | |

,Attendapce in claﬁses, for fhe most part; is npt demanded. A student
may study independenfly or obfain notes from 6thef Stﬁdentskand pass.the
examination. Little outside reading is deménded and & student cen take
the professor's notes, study the text and reasohébly expect to pass. The
student expects the teachers to be fall—knbwing"‘and,generaliykdoes not
understand the directed research system which ié vefy popular in American
universities, espéciaily‘at the gfaduate level.

Exeminations assume: greet importance in the V%Etﬁgméée,edugational
‘system with thoselcomihg af‘the end of'the\tgimidétefgiﬁiné whether

i -

students go on:-the next course of instruction. . R
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/ APPENDIX 1 ./
COMPARISON OF VIETNAMESE AND USA
 ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLING
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Vietnamese, ‘ ' < P .
' -]
|
U.S.Ae [
]
. 6
0 1 2 3 4 5 =2t
years
= ¢ Certificate , /?yél
- : LYEPA
,‘l}'“‘" bKN;“
A,
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL . - S :,JIE e
‘ _ I I DY AR _
o | o
Vietnamese . ] LJ _ _T{
L ‘ . A L | .
. ‘ ;) AT
. fy . . [
q 12 3] a0 [
. . T L, 55‘“(?%: -
years - E . =Y '
o Diploma (1) Diploma ‘of Indbchiﬁéserpper Elem.Studies, -
¥ (2) Certificate of Further Elem.Studies. :
(3) Certificate of Vocational. Skills.
(4) Certificate of Industrial skills.
Note : biplomé (1) or Certlflcate (2) ' is awarded dependiﬁg
on the academlc school chosen and Certlficate (3) or
(4) depending on the vocational school chosen.
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/ APPENDIX 2./

SENTIOR HIGH SCHOOL | o S

Vietnamese (1) (2y  (3)

UsSehe . SR N

o. 1. -2 -3
‘years
* Diploma - (1) Diploma Pedagogic Aptltude.‘
o (2). Diploma Commercial Studies or Baccalaureat I.
T (3) Baccalaureat IT. -

Mote : (1) is permitted to teach in the-Elementary_School.'

(2) Diploma of Commerc1al Studies is awarded by the
National School of Commerce.:

(3) Required for entrance to all higher educatlon e
(sce Appendix 3) _

POST HIGH SCHOOL

Vietnamesz ! ‘ (1) (2) .. '
. : ‘ -
‘ f
U.S eivo ’ 1 2 3!
years
: (1) and (2) the title Agent Technique is awarded

by the National Technical Centcr in Civil,
Mechanical and Electrlcal technology at the 2 year 1

and ‘at the 3 year levels.




/ APPENDIX -3 /

COMPARISON OF VIETNAMESE AND U.S.A. HIGHER EDUCATION
WITH RECOMMENDED EQUIVALENTS TOWARD U.S.i. DEGREES.

COURSE
‘ 1 :
Public | (1) (h)
Administration | . : | |
. e — e
Law : . (2) (a) (c)
‘ l | |
S L.___...___.I
" Pedagogy/ | (3) (2)
Education A ! !
Letters/ ‘ : (2) (a)
Art ‘ { L
' ' - - (2)
Science/ v . (3
Engineering (b)
. _ ¥ ‘
Architecture ‘ S (a) (1)
0 1 2 3 ) 5 6
years '
VIETNAMESE GRADUATION U.S.As GRADUATION
AWARDS AWARDS R
(1) Diploma . . (a) Bachelor of Art
. W ‘ TP o
(2). Llc‘en‘sev ‘J@C,@ ) (b) ,Ba‘cvl-'le’.'l.c')r ofScience
(3) Certificate Ffﬁ%“ (c) Bachelor of Laws




Z APPENDIX -4 [/

HOW TO RECOGHIZE FAMILY MAMES OF VIETNAMESE.

The following charts will answer your quecstions.

(up to 980 D

YEARS . PREHISTORIC ER/,:
Dynasties ‘ Rulers ‘ National Name . A
2879-258 BC : HONG BANG  : Reign of the eightcen "~ :

3 HUNG~VUONG s VAN=-LANG
258--207 BC : THUC ¢ an=Duong~Vuong ¢ AU-LiC
207-111 BC ': TRIEU : Trieu-Vu~Vuong 207-137 BC : - NAM=VIET-

- Trieu Van Vuong 137-125 -~
Trieu Minh Vuong125~113 =
Trieu Ai Vuong 113-112 -
‘ Trieu Duong vuong 111 BC
Chinese
Rulers UNDER THE FOREIGN ¥OI(E
111BC~40AD : TAY=HAN & DONG=H/N ‘Giao Chi
Vietnamese Leaders in
short periods of inde-~
. . pendence. : ‘
40AD-434D ¢ TRUNG - VUONG Giao~Chi
43 248 : DONG-H:AN ‘ > '
Dong-ligo. ‘ : - -
248 : - : - TRIEU~AU. (6 months) Giao-Chau
248~ 544 : Dong-Ngo & Tan & the 2 Courts North/South.
544 - 548 : ¢ LY-NAM DE V/N=-XUAN
549 - 571 : : TRIEU QUANG PHUC Di~NANG
571 ~ 602 : : LY PHAT TU s
602 ~ 722 : Duong H 0] ‘ Annam Protectorate.
722 ‘ ' 0 : Mal Hac DE (few months) o
722 - 791 .Duong. .t Qe ren e e ® 0 Annam Protectorate.
791 : : PHUNG—HUNG & PHUNG LN
: (6 months) o
791 - 906 : Duong : 0 ' Tinh Hai
906 -~ 907 : Xhuc. thua Du
907 - 917 : Khuc' Hao
917 - 923 ¢ Khuc Thua My
923 - 931 : Five dynasties
s : of Nam—Han
931 - 936 : : DUOMNG DIEN NGHE
: KIEU CONG TIEN
937 - 939 : : VGO—QUYPV
THE NGO DYUNAS T Y
939~ 944 AD : Early Ngo 6 : NGO QUYEN
: : DUONG:TAM KHu {(usurocer)
950- 965 : Later Ngo : NGO XUONG Vil (950-965)
: " : NGO XUONG- NGAP(950-954)
965~ 967 : The 12 Lords NGO XUONG XI (one of the 12 LordsQl




.

-2 =

RULERS (Emperors or Kings)

NATIONAL NAME

“_YEARS : :
980-~1005 4D : LE DAI HANH {(THE LE DYNASTY) : DAI CO VIET
1005 . : : LE TRUNG TON . . " :
- 1005-1009 : LE LONG DIng (The warly Lis) :
- 1010-1028 : (THE LY DYWugTY)LY-mW“I—TO : DAI-~VIEZT N
~ 1028-1054 : LY THAI TONG - -
1054-1072 : . LY THANH TONG
1072-1127 : LY~NH.AN=TONG -
1227-1138 :(1127-1138) LY-THAN-TONG : o
1138-1175 : : © LY~..NH-TONG 2 ANeNAM-QUOC(1164)
1176-1210 : - LY-C..0~TONG : 7
1210-1224 3 - LY-HUE-TONG
1225 : - LY-CHIEU-HOANG
: (THE TRAN DYNASTY) ‘ N
1225~1258 : T TRAN THAI TONG ., in- AN NAM2QUOC
1258-1278 : TR/N THANH TONG : Y
1278-1293 : TRAN NHAN IONG1 453 »hym&
1293—1314 H TRAN NH TONG L o “'OV\O\(/
1314-1329 : TRAN MINH TONG L»ﬂwvxx,fDTHBHéLo“;;KXj;
1339-1341 : TRAN HIEN TONG RN
1341-1369-~ : TRAN DU TONG «"{/
1369--1370 : - Duong Nhat Le (Usurper)\
1370-1372 : TRAN NGHE TONG V.
1372-1377 : TRAN DUZ TONG " t¥/
1377-1388 : TRAN PHE DE. ‘ 0ﬂ” TArmam
"1388-1398 H TRAN THUAN . TONG ) . )
1398-1400 : TRAN THIEU DE iL X
(THE HO DYNASTY) ' 447'
1400 : HO-QUY~LY : DAI GU$
1401-1407 : HO-HAN-THUONG fgff g \

- (THE EARLY LE DYNASTY) ' N aukimi
1428-1433 : LE THAI TO(Le-Loi) DuI—VIET Ne
1434-1442 : LE TH.I TONG : ig K
14421459 : LE NHAN TONG . |
1460~1497 : LE TH:NH TONG Prone .

© 1497-1504 - : LE HIEN TONG o 2
1504 | = ~ LE TUC TONG Yy
1505-1509 i " LE UY MUC  © WaTie
. 1510-1516 : LE TUONG DUC | \ 714
1516~1524. : o - LE CHIEU TONG :
1524-1527 K St % CUMG HOALNG
S C(THE 'MAC DYNASTY) - o
. .1527-1530 s T e MAC DANG DUNG - DAI~VIET
°1530-1540 : ' “MAC DANG' DOLNH Lo
1540-1546 : M/iC PHUC HAI
1546-1561 : MAC PHUC NGUYEN . | ‘ ‘
1 1561~1592 : MAC MAU ‘HOP (MAC TOAN = MAC KINH CHUONG)
THE TRINH (North) -  :- THE LATER. LE ‘ ‘ ~: THE NGUYEN  (South)
. TRINH TUNG(1570-1623) : 1/Le~Trang-Tong (1533-1548) -:1eNguyen: ‘Hoang(1600-1613
" Trinh Trang 1657 :2 Le Trung Tong . 1556 ‘ :2 Nguyen: P Nguyen. 1635
“"Trinh Tac 1682 :3 Le Anh Tong 1573 . :3 Nguyen P Lan 1648
Trinh Can 1709 :4 Le The Tong - 1599 :4 Nguyen P Tan 1687 -
Cuong 1729 01619 . :5 Nguyen P Tran 1691 .

+ Trinh :5 Le Kinh Tong




v oe .Continued
THE TRINH (North)°1 :

TLinh

Cuong 1729 6 Le-Than Tong 1619-1643
Trinh Giang 1740 :7 Le Chan Tong 1649
Trinh Doanh 1767 8 Ee Than_Tong 16€2
Trinh Sam =~ 1782 . Le Huyen Tong 1671
Trinh Man 1782 9 Le Gia Tong 1675
Trinh Khail 1786 10 Le Hi Tong 1705
Trinh Bong 11 Le Du Tong 1729
12 Le De Duy-Phuong 1732
13 Le Thuan Tong 1735
14 Le Y Tong 1740
15 Le Hien Tong 1786
46.Le lan De 1788

Notice : °*1 + Descendants

'*2 . Descendants

YE:LRS

1802-1819
1820~1840
1841-1847
1848--1883
1883-(3 days)

1883=(4 months):
1884-(s5 months)

1884-1885
1885-1889
1889-1907
1907-1916
1916-192<
1925-1943
1945-1948

1948-1954

19541974

May 1975

-3 -

THE LATER LE

THE NGUYEN DYNASTY

e e S P R Py Y1 Y ]

RULERS

GIA=-LONG
MINH MANG.
THIEU-TRI
TU-DUC
DUC-DUC
HIEP HOA
KIEN PHUC
H M NGHI
DONG KHANH
THANH THAIL
DUY ‘TAN
KHAL DINH

®s as s es e

"of Trinh Kiem in the North offV;Lt ,am"
of Nguyen Kim in the South of Viet Nam

BAO~DAI (Canne, France)
Democratic Republic of VietNam

THE NGUYEN (South)®2

. 'Nguyen P Chu 1691-1725

: Nguyen Phuc Tru 1738
Nguyen P Khoal 1765
Nguyen P Thuan 1777

Nguyen Phuc Anh
(later became Emperor
Ti4A=-LONG )

NATIONAL Mak

VIET—NAM -
DAT—-NAM -

(This name was given official status by the addi—

cation at' Hue, on

aug.25, 1945,0f His Majesty

Bao-Dal to Viet-Minh representatives.

State of Vietnan:

within the French Union.

Bao-Dal is made Chief of State

The Republic of Vietnam from the 17th parallel

to the South. The Democratic Republic of Vietnam
is from the 17+h parallel to the Northe.
The North VN Communists seized Saigon and ended

the civil vwar.

»15.V32'7»
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' N LAND OF DISASTERS !!!

Namés'of provinces located
in land of desasters.

1. Quang tri ° N
2. Thua thien (Hue),
, 3. Quang Nam (Da-Nang)s
&7 4, Quang Tin

5. Kontum » -

6. Quang Ngal = :

7. Binh Dinh (Qui~nhon)s

8. Pleiku = .
9. Phu Bon éHau Bon,Cheoreo)
10. Phu Yen (Tuy Hoa).
11. Darjac (Ban~Me-Thuat)e
14¢ 12. Khanh Hoa (¥ha Trang)s
13. Quang Duc =» :

14. Tuyen Duc (Da-Lat)

15. Ninh Thuan (Phan Rang)
16. Lam Dong (Bao~Loc)

17. Binh Tuy (Ham-Tan)

18. 3inh Thuan (Phan Thiet) .
19, Phuoc Binh a
20. Binh Long (An-Lac) .
,21e Tay Ninh o ‘

22. Binh puong (Phu-Cuong)
23. Long Khanh (Xuan Loc)
24, Gia dinh SAIGON

25+ Phuoc Tuy

26. Bien Hoa

27. Hau iighid =

28, Long An

29. Kien Tuong =

30. Moc Hoa » ‘
1931, Dinh Tuong (My-Tho)
32. Kien Hoa (Truc-Giang)

4) ‘ A ‘
[\A{N(\'ss N/ SouthbVicfnant  33. Kien phong (Cao Lanh) |
YA ‘ with 44 Provimees - 34, Chau Doc S o
‘u% ' ‘ - 35. An Giang (Long Xuyen) T
36. Vinh Long '

\
o

: 37. Tra vinh (Phu vinh)
0 25 S0 75 10 15 .4, 38. Phong dinh (Can Tho)
- ' 39, Khanh Hung (Scc Trang)
40, Kien Giang (Rach Gia)
41. Chuong thien
42, Bac Lieu
43, An Xuyen (Ca-Mau)
44, Go—Cong.

"““Notice : ° Land of disasters is shown with an asterik (°), It means that
people 1iving in the provinces have suffered a lot from 1968 on by the.Com-
munist general offensive attacks. Fierce fighting, B-52 bombing, Bloody de-
monstrations, floods and storms are reported quite often during the years.

-~ Provinces from "+ 1 to # 18 - The Vietnamese éécent ana intonation of the
people living in these 18 provinces is quite different from that of the
northerners and the southerners. They also find it quite difficult to learn -

_ English. '
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