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ABSTRACT

Presented are the appendixes to the final evaluation
report of Project Talented and Gifted--a 3-year project to develop a
model for the identification of talented and gifted students (8-15
years old), to develop programs for use with this population, and to
develop a model for a regional school. Over 50 Ss participated in the
project -- described as a 3-month institute to provide experiences in
areas such as learning to use creative thinking and problem solving
strategies in language arts, science and mathematics, and music. The
bulk of the document consists of the individual test profiles of the
first 136 intake Ss and controls. Also appended is a study of
attitudes toward gifted child education involving 273 principals of
schools in West Virginia having students in the 10-12 year age range,
the results of which indicated positive attitudes toward the
inception and improvement of programs; a guestlaﬂnalre survey of Sst
reasons for dropping the program; and copies of the resource
personnel evaluation sheet, coordinator evaluation questionnaire, and
the student or parent observation inventory. (IM)
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APPENDIX 2

Paper Prepared for the 21:

fTor Gifted Children, st. IUUI%, ﬂL su&£1. Lath Fegnuarj, 197&

ATTITUDES OF WEST VIRGINIA FRINUC IF’LT TOWARD

GIFTED CHILD LDUZATION

MARY SPANIOL GLASGS

Region II PACE Center of West ¥irginis

It was the pufpésé of this study to obtain a zensus of attitudas

toward éfftéd child education as expressed by tha principals of Region [I
of West Virginia having students in the 10-12 year age faggaa A samplex
survey of the attitudes of principals from other regions of West Virginia
Has:madg with respect to the education of the gifted child. A gamp%visan
was also made of the attitudes of those principals who did not refer
students to Project Talented and Gifted (an ESEA Title III project serving

Reglon 11I) with: (1) those principals who referred students initially to

" the program, and (2) those who referred students afcer two letters of

inquiry and personal contact. Comparisons were also made of the atrtitudes
of the principals in Pegion II with those of the entiré-statg of West
Virginia.

Studles (Fox, 1971; Marland, 1971; Merrit, 1972; Raph, Goldbarg, and
Passow, 1966; Torrance, 1962) have indicated that the gifted”éré a dis-
adyantaged group for théy ace sften denied a challenging and meanipgful
eduycation which can iéad to boredam, school dropouts, psychologlcal and
disciplline problems, and a tramsnizus waste of potential. |

There are some who fesl tihat sirfferent tial provisions for th; gifred
ara undemocratic, but this would also deny existence for all special educza-

tion programs. Furthermorec, the County o Los Angeles Superior Court

b
T
5_&.



ruled (Case 322854) that every child_shauld have fhe @ép@rtunity to learn
to the best of his or her ability--the gifted child included.

How is the need for special education being met? Twentyéfwg states
have legislation to provide services for the talented and gifted, but many

of these represent mere intent (Marland; 1971). A survey (The State Survey)

by the Office of Education revealed that only 24 states employed a staff
member with a major responsibility toward the gift2d. Of these, only 10
devoted 50% or more of their time to this program. 0f 27 school systems
chosen from a national sample for their model pragﬁéms iﬁméégyidiﬁg for the
exceptional learning needs of children, only five had programs for the
gifted (Marland, 1971). NEA (NEA Research, 1973) polled a representative
samﬁle of the nation's teachers in 1961 and 1972, asking their opinion in
the emphasis of education for the gifted, the average, and the slow learmner.

In 1961, 47.1% of the teachers felt there was too little emphasis on the

gifted; in 1972, the figure was 46.5%, a relatively small change.

To determine the standing of gifted child education a survey (éﬁSuyvg’

EgiLgadarshigrigigdgggti@q of Gifted and Talented Children and Youth, 1971)

was made of 239 experts in the field; the majority of these experts said
that pupil personnel workers were not equipped to work with the gifted.

per cent suggested they be given added preparation, especially

™

m
1]

ighty-fiv
regarding giftedchildren and their needs. Only 3% of these experts felt
that pupil personnel workers show positive attitudes toward the gifted;

298 of them described negative attitudes, apathy or other concerns toward

the gifted. learly all of them recngnized the need for inservice, prograns

on the gifted for school administraters, for it is the adnminlstrators who

influence teaching hy their attitudes and decisions.
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The suiieats Fox thiy study were clazsifief into flve groups. Those orin-
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differeﬁ§é was found in the number of principals who preferred a reglonzl

schael and those whs preferred assistance

Instruction In meeting the neads of tho gifted child. (This is true for

and the rest of West Virginia). However, as ascartained
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Those expressing a desire for a teacher or principal inservice program

on the gifted child (question 8) included Groups I (36 or 52.9%), II (16 or

69.6%0, and III (11 or €4.7%). However, there was no significant difference
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Virginia felt the need for inservice programs or the gifted, a need that

has been recognized by experts on the gifted at the national level.
&) “ £ ;
ERIC 278

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



.L‘

] »
- - st .
" " ta Ly
A . [

"l E - H
1 -
)
i
[ .
. [
"
N , w
LXY )
- . d N
DI
-
1 . .
: N
. *
"
“
I . r -
o . v . . T l
. ' "y ot . - "
13
f . v
i . (X} .
[ 'K f i
. U J " ] 1
v W
L3 " " )
v , . . " .
. AT " . W H Ls
" . L} I3 " "
o 1 . . . Vo . » [ o, "
' V ' vy ni
. i . r
o ' W L . o
e I [ o N o
" 0 ’




Yunber and Parcont of Fosttlve Lo,
Queationnaive on Mtitwdes of Princip

TARIT |

— _—

Group [

(h =10

[

spebar partetine rapionl schonl,

3. Prefor assistance in glving {ndivi-
Aalined
skl

Inatrustion withip pumglas

o beliows peeds of giftad Child 1levady
rel el srom,

]

By not balieve In gpecial treatment
fas teld
b, e alfted child door not noad
N

T s e

piiteq ohildren in their

Lol

L ocm

Jusire insapvice promvar on gifted

child,

—— - e —

I
(1= 68) =3y

2. g
0.9 R 2.5

7] il I

=

30.9%

'
i

7,

Jd

TR SSE oS SR R S SRS S mme o =t im g Fat

1)

P e 3

WTR 9T
it

Wom

NCTE:

Groay 1 = Reglon 11 principals that
sutritted no referrals to Project
Talented and Gifted,

S =Fepion [T principals that
pit et Inteial referrals,

fru D T=Peeion T prdnelpats that

yarodlbad rrioopals atter two
Latters and personal contact,

Chi-square test of significance
with di=2 was used,

#5ignificant at the .05 level,

Uisteuann test of

eirrilieence with df2l

picale o Ui 00 level,




i
Le k]

T

oy
00 b

wii

=)

. i
B [LPE ) o
S o LI il

[ » B
|
|
|
|
oL
¥
e
|
I
|
L3N ,ﬂ |
I " !
i
" I 7
o |
L] [
!
i
,“_ !
i
I
'
;
| ,
" |
,_“, |
h |

482

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ER]



e

O

ERIC :

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Prantice=

Torrince, E.P. Guidin- talent:.
Hall, Inc.. 1347,
; )

Qo
ERIC



The study entitled "Attitudes of West Virginia Principals Toward
the Education of the Gifted Child" was completed while questicmnaires
were still being returned. This was done in order to provide data

ational convention of the National Association

Following the conventicn, the additional seventeen reTurns were

analyzed and added to those found in Takle I. The final data was

entered into Table III. This data was obtained from 183 principals,

representing 66.7% of the number questicned. Th.ore were nc signifi-

D

with those from the preliminary study.
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o TABLE III
Number and Percent of Positive Responses to
Questionnaire on Attitudes of Principals Toward Gifted

(6,75 Questionnaires Returned)

=)

unber and Percent of Positive Resoonses

i

Growp T Growp 11
(h=27)

Group 111
(n=10)

Conbined (Kegion 11) Rest of W, Va,

n=123) (n=60)

2,

3

b,

, Prefer full-tine regional school for

gifted,

Prefer part-tine regional school,

Prefer assistance n glving indivin
dualized instruction within regular
school,

Believe needs of gifted child alveady
met in classroom.

Do ot believe in special treatment
for gifted,
Believe gifted child does not nesd
extra help.

Have no gifted children in their
schoals,

¥

+ Desire inservice program on gifted

Ehild:

2 ; 5
W3 0.0 7.8

25 1 .
32.1% 40,74 2.4

4 o 12
57,74 51,9% 66,7}
3 0 0
3,04 0.0% 0.0%

0 0 0
0.0% 0,04 0.0%
0 0 0
0.0% 0,0 0,0%

124 it o
1548 378 0,04

b 18 1l
5.3 e 6.1

"

34 14
27.6% 23,% -

W 2
3,54 3, 9

11 ' 35
571.7% 58,3%
] 3
2.4% 5. 0%
0 0
0.0% 0,08

0 1
0,0 1.7%

- 13 '
10,6% 5, 7%

6ok i
56,1% 40,0% -

NOTE:

Group I = Region II principals that
subnitted no referrals to Project
Talented and Gifted,

Group II-Region IT principals that
subnitted initial referrals,

Group I11-Region II principals that
submitted referrals after two
letters and personal contact,

NOTEt Chi-square test of significance
with df=2 vas used,

#Significant at the .05 level,

NOTE; Chissquare test of
significance with dfl
was used,

#significant at the ,05 level,

Lo o3
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After development of the identification madel. saveral hundred children
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i

nt the screening process was
completed, experimantal and control groups of %0 children each were set up
and actual work with the children was veady (o bhosin.

wed to end sessions

,-.«

The menmb ol the experimsntal group t

la]

m

that were conducted on varisus Sa aturdays duiiy; the school year, sessions
E ]

the =uwner, and sensinrs conducted on one day every two

condueted duri

veeks when vere to be alloved rilease time from school In order to

group were invited to attend two large

attend., The mesbers of the <con

pToup activirias such sz crazurts or plays during each year of the project.

[0

In sddition to ths ¢ - ;i:a already mentioned, members of both the experi-

mental and contvol sroups were periodically retested and attempts wvere made

i
c
et
it
il
(]
(e
-
—
[

to compare the rou two groups.
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEH

Froject TAG has relied on the voluntary attendance of members of the
experimental group during the sesslions that have been conducted. No
grades or credit have been given and no penalties have been assessed for
absences. This has had no effect on attendance for Saturday sessions, which
has always been good, but attendance ior the weekday sessions has not been
as good as was expected.

At the conclusion of the second year of the project the number of
children in the experimental group had been reduced to seventy-one-due to
children moving out of the region. Before the first sessions of the third
year of the project the number had been reduced to gixty-five due to more
children leaving the rezion. At the first weekday session the third year
- of the project there were twenty-four children in attendance out of the
possible sixty-five.

Since the vafiable involved in this experiment was the exper-
iences that the children had while involved in Project TAG, it was essential
that we found the reasons for non-attendance and that we tried to eliminate
the reasons. If non-attendance continued to be a problem, then the validity
of the experiment could have been seriously threatened. Because of this,
1t was decided that we needed to find out why the children in the experimental
group were not attending the weekday sessions and that we could hopefully

eliminate some of the problems and increase the attendance.

INSTRUMENT USED

Since there was no standard instrument available that would provide

the desired information, a questionnaire was developed and mailed to the

(2)



forty-one children who had failed to attend the first weekday session of
the third year of the project. A copy of the questionnaire may be found

at the conclusion of this paper.

RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE

Of the forty-one questionnaires that were mailed, twenty-six were
returned to us with responses marked, one was returned with no responses
marked, and fourteen were not returned at éll. From the group of fourteen
children who did ﬁ;ﬁ return the questionnaire, nine children began attending
weekday sessions on the next scheduled meeting date. Six of the twenty-six
children who respounded to the questionnaire indicated that .they did plan to .
attend the #eekday sessions in the future. This brought the total number
of children who were active in the weekday sessions to thirty-nine which
meant that sixty percent of the children in the experimental group were
attending the weekday sessions.

Of the nineteen responses that indicated that the child would not be
attending weekday sessions, a variety of reasons for non-attendance was
indicated. Eight children {42%) of those responding indicated that they
would not be attending because of conflicts with school activities. Seven
children (37%Z) of those respounding indicated thét they would not be attending

because they preferred to attend classes at school. Four children (26%) of

children (42%) of those responding indicated that they would not be attending
because of transportation difficulties. Four children (26%) of those re-
sponding indicated that they would not be attending because of problems in

making up work that was missed while attending classes at the PACE Center.

Fourteen children (74%) of those responding checked more than one reason for

(3)

290



their decision tc not attend the weekday sessions and no attempt has been

made to tabulate the various combinations of responses that were received.

From the results of the questionnaire it was apparent that the two
major reasons for the children failing to attend the weekday sessions were
conflict with school activities and transportation difficulties, followed

in importance by the preference of some of the children to attend regular

being excused from school to attend sessions at PACE and the problem of

children having difficulty in making up work missed while attending classes

\hd\

ACE.

at

ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE PROBLEMS

To solve the problem of conflict with school activities, an attempt
was made to change the weekday sessions from Wednesday to another day
during the week when there might be less confliet with activities at the
children's home schools. After a staff meeting and after conferring with
the PACE Board of Directors, it was decided that changing the day of the
weeiday sessions would create more new problems than would be sclved by
such a move and the weekday sessions were aliowed to continue as scheduled,
on Wednesdays.

Attempts were made to solve the problem of transportation difficulties
by contacting the parents of the children and trying to establish car pools
and by contacting the different county superintendents and trying to arrange
transportation that would be funded by each county. Due to the low density

of children within our region who were experiencing transportation difficulty,

(4)
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Throughout the three years of the project we have tried to make the
sessions as stimulating and as enjoyable as possible. This was done to
insure that the children would prefer sessions at the PACE Center instead
of preferring classes at school. Since some of the children still expressed
a preference for classes at school, it was decided in a staff meeting that
we would make no further attempts to convince these children to attend
sessions here.

To solve the problems of teacher resentment and difficulty in making
up work missed while the children were attending sessions at the PACE Center
several attempts were made to improve our relations with the teachers in
the region. Teachers were invited to Gb%erveiséssians at the PACE Center,
they were invited to attend different workshops and in-service programs,

_ they were invited to an open house, they were invited to teach some of the

m

]

sessions, and *héy were regularly provided with a newsletter that kept th

informed of the things that we were doing with the children. All that these

TAG to become more in favor of it and to cause the teachers who resented

Project TAG to make it even more difficult on the children.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELATING TO THE PROBLEM

From a personal conversation that one of our coordinators had with

k, Coordinator of Teacher-Training for Gifted Education at

L]
w

Dr. Dorothy 51
the University of South Florida in Tampa, it was discovered that their
program for talented and gifted was also experiencing problems with the’
attendance of children. Attendance at thelr program was also voluntary and
some of theilr problems were similar to our problems. No follow-=up inves-

tigation was conducted to determine exactly what ‘problems they faced and

vhat attempts were made to¢ solve them.

(5)
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IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE

From the results of this study several points that are worthy of con-~
sideration by others who might be involved in developing programs for the
gifted and talented have been discovered. Some of these points relate to
programs similar gé Project TAG and some of these points relate to any
program for the gifted and talented.

_ One of the major points is that of public relatioms. It is essential
that the children involved. their parents, their teachers, their school

administrators, and the general public must be kept informed of what is

the program. They must also be provided with opportunities

(a1

with the goals o
to have input into the program itself in terms of developing goals, etc.

many of the other problems wil; be solved before they have a chance to begi;i
If the program is to be excra—cu%ziculér.in nature, careful consider-
ation must be given to the dates and times chosen to work with the children
in order to create as little confliet as possible with school related act-
ivities.

earn either grades or credit that would have value within their own schools,
the attendance would be better.

The size of the region being served through the use of an extra-curricular
program must be carefully considered. If the region is too large and the
children in the program are widely dispersed, there will almost certainly
be problems with transportation of the children to and from the center.

Perhaps the most important éansiderstiaﬂ is that of what type of

program iéideéirgd. Would it be better to utilize a program which relies

(6)
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program that serves each school by having a special teacher at each school
who has been specially trained to work with the talented and gifted siudents
of that school on an individual or small-group basis? Each of these possi-
bilities, as well as others, is worthy of careful consideration by anyone
who 1s involved in developing a program for talented and gifted children.

If the region is studied wisely and if the proper choices are made at the

inception of the program, then the problem of attendance as well as many
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PROJECT TALENTED AND GIFTED
A PACE PROJECT ESEBA - TITLE III

1899 JAMES RIVER TURNPIEE - HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25701

Lewis M, Wilcex
Director
Telephona 304 =429 -5548

T0: Group II Experimental Group Project Talented and Gifted
FROM: PACE Staff

DATE: September 12, 1975

SUBJECT: Wednesday Sessions

Dear TAG Student:

_ We note that you did not attend the first scheduled Wednesday session at the
PACE Center. Ve need to know if you plan to attend future Wednesday sessions here
so that we may plan our program accordingly.

Listed below are a series of statements concerning attendance at the Wednesday
sessions. Please check the appropriate spaces, sign, and return this letter to
Us in the self-addressed stamped envelope. Thanks for your cooperation in this
matter. ‘
A. T plan to attend future Wednesday sessions.
B. I do not plan to attend the Wednesday sessions.
REASONS FOR NOT ATTENDING WEDNESDAY SESSIONS:

1. Conflict with school activities. _

Teachers resent my being excused to attend classes at the PACE Center.

Transportation difficulity._

Problem with making up work missed while attending classes at the PACE

Center, B

YOUR NAME___ — .
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Yoyr Name

APPENDIX 6
STUDENT OR PARENT OBSERVATION INVENTORY

Date

“Last T ¥irst middle |

A 1ist of statements is given to your below relative to your or your child's
participation in Project Talented and Gifted.
and decide if they are applicable to you.
this by placing a check mark () in the first square,

. Please read the statements carefully
If a statement is applicable to you show
if you are not sure it is

applicable place a check mark in the second square, and if it is not applicable
place a check mark in the third square.

Statement Yes Unsure | No Comments
As a result of participating in the programs
of Project Talented and Gifted, I have
shown!
1. Increased motivation toward learning. o L . -
2, improvement in study habits.
3, Improvement in school grades.
4, Increased interest in hobbies. | 1 .. N
5. A wider range of interests.
6. Increased ability to carry out projects
to their completion.
7, Increased ability to find solutions
to problems.
8. Increased ability to come up with many
possible solutions to problems before
~making decisions.
9, Increased ability to make good decisions : :
- regarding the course of action to be 298 :
taken to solve a problem. ) , ST
- - e
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