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We hope that this resource book will be helpful to those of you who

will be working with the Thai Dam refugees. For easy access this book

has been divided into different sections using color schemes for each

section. They are represented as follows.

Canary

Language differences. A short description of the major differences between

the Lao and English languages. Awareness of these differences should help

in teaching English.

Green

Cultural differences. A description of some culture shock symptoms and

the cultural differences that might be behind the causes of culture shock.

Orange

History and Education of the Thai Dam. A short narrative on the migrations

of the Thai Dam people and a description of Educational proceedures in

Laos.

Goldenrod

Dialogues. These dialogues are useful for practice and understanding

structure. The translations are written in Lao script. The dialogues

cannot cover every situation. Feel free to submit some that you think

will be useful and we will translate them.

White

Vocabulary. A list of English words with translations written in Lao

script.
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LANGUAGE DIFFERENCES

It is generally accepted around the world that English is one of the

most difficult languages to learn. However, the degree of difficulty often

depends upon the proximity of the native tongue to English. It is easier

for a native Spanish speaker to learn English than it is for a native Laotian

because Spanish is more closely related to English than is Lao.

Differences in cultural concepts, traditions, technology, customs, legends,

beliefs, environments, etc..., are the sum total of what is called the gap

between languages. The greater the differences in the particulars mentioned

above, the greater the distance covered by the language gap.

For the teacher, tutor, or sponsor who will be responsible in some way

for teaching English to the Laotian there is really no need to go into the

intricacies of the Lao language. It is not for us to learn Lao, but, it is

for the Laotians to learn English. Therefore, for the person involved in

teaching English to the Laotians, it is helpful to be aware of some of the

major differences between the two languages, because Some of these differences

lead to misunderstandings that can be eased if we are aware of the causes

behind them. Here, we shall discuss seven of the major differences between

the two languages. The differences include:

1. Tonal Inflections used to give different meanings to the same word.

2. Positioning.

3. Declension of pronouns.

4. Conjugation of verbs.

5. Interrogative.

6. Classifiers used to denote a quanity of nouns.

7. Predicative adjectives.
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Tonal Inflections. In English we use tones to express emotions or to express

the nature of the sentence. We use emotional tones to express anger, fear,

surprise etc.. In Lao tones are used to indicate meanings of individual

words. A word spelled and pronounced the same way changes its meaning

according to the tone with which it is pronounced. For the English speaker

this is probably the most difficult concept of the Lao language to master.

There are five different tones in the Lao language leaving the possibility

that one word can have five different and unrelated meanings according to the

tones with which the word is pronounced.

Position. The basic sentence structure of the Lao language is the same as in

English. "Subject-Predicate-Object" is the usual pattern for both languages.

The major difference is that in Lao the adjectives follow the noun, whereas,

in English the adjectives precede the noun.

English Lao

The tall boy The boy tall

The beautiful green house The house green beautiful

Declension of Pronouns. In the English language we decline pronouns according

to case. Thus, we change the words acccrding to the case we use. We say I,

itE, or Me, when we refer to the first person singular pronoun. In Lao there

are no changes. The same form of the pronoun is used throughout. This is

true for the first, second, and third person pronouns. This may seem to be

a confusing system to the native English speaker, but, perhaps it is even

more confusing to change the form of the pronoun when we are speaking of the

same person. Examples follow.



English Lao

I will go. I will go.

That is j green book. That book green is of I.

Come with me. Come with I.

Give it to him. Give it to he.*

That is his. That is of he.*

Come with us. Come with we.

That is ours. That is of we.

* In the Lao language there is no sexual distinction for the third person.
The same word is used for he and she, him and her, his and hers, and the same

rules applies for the plural forms.

Conjugation of verbs. In Lao verb conjugation is a relatively uncomplicated

procedure. Conjugation is made easier because the verb does not change its

form according to tense. Auxillary verbs and sentence structure indicate

tense but the verb form remains the same throughout. Some examples of differ-

ences in conjugation are shown using the word _go.

English Lao

I zo. I go.

It .goes. It Ia.

Yesterday, I went. Yesterday, I 262.

I will go. I will _go.

I have gone. I go, already.

Interrogative. In English we usually ask questions by using an interrogative

word at the beginning of the sentence. In Lao the interrogative words are

usually placed at the end of the sentence.
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English Lao

What is your name? Your name is what?

Do you like potatoes? You like potatoes, right?

Also) there are times in Lao when using a repeat of a verb is an answer

to the question. To answer positively, repeating the verb is sufficient. To

answer negatively, the word for no plus repeating the verb is a negative answer.

We shall go, right Go. (Yes)

No go (No)

You-like it, right? Like (Yes)

No like (No)

A word of caution. Because of different ways of answering questions it

would be risky to phrase a question using a negative. A Laotian may use yes

meaning no or vise versa.

Classifiers. When denoting more than one of a noun a classifier is used

to classify the noun in the Lao language. There is no equivalent form for

a classifier in English. There are many classifiers in Lao and they are

learned by memorization. The following examples are given to show the

difference in structure of the sentence when using classifiers. The blank

denotes the position of the classifier in the sentence.

English Lao

I have three red pencils. I have pencils red three

Do you have five dimes? You have dimes five right?
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Predicate adjectives. In English we use a verb for the predicate adjective.

In Lao the verb is omitted.

English Lao

I am hungry. I hungry.

The aforementioned is a very brief discussion of the differences between

English and Lao. For the English speaker, knowledge of these differences is

helpful when one hears a Laotian student speaking English. It is only natural

that when speaking a foreign language one tends to translate literally causing

structural errors. It is hoped that your being aware of the differences

will lead to a better understanding of why the errors are committed and how

t6 correct them.
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CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

"We might almost call culture shock an occupational disease of many people
who have been suddenly transplanted abroad"

Dr. Kalero Oberg

The Thai Dam refugees who are settling into our state will have, gone

through an extremely abrupt loss of familiar cues that have been catalysts

to their natural instincts fpr social intercourse. This loss can lead many

to suffer from severe bouts of culture shock while others may not be affected

at all. For those who arc completely isolated from their group the chances

for severe shock are increased. It usually takes awhile before culture shock

sets in. At first, the foreigner is excited by the new culture and enjoys

the outward friendliness of the nationals. But, soon the foreigner realizes

that he is not functioning within the machinery of the new system and that

the machinery has a mysterious order. He realizes that his first conceptions

about the new culture are not based on the necessity to function within the

culture. As the need for functioning increases, so the complexity of the

culture becomes more overwhelming. Anxiety and frustration with the

culture begin to manifest themselves through the symptoms of culture shock.

Some of the symptoms are: a phobia about the cleanliness of food, water,

and people; hostility toward the host culture; irritation over minor

delays and red tape; desire to withdraw from participation in the host

culture; and the feeling that no one understands.

Some people will find the new culture more amenable to their style than

the previous culture. But for those who have become accustomed to the

rewards offered in the previous culture, the transition will be more difficult.

Power may begin to slip from some of the former leaders' hands to those

who were not so firmly entrenched in the values of the previous culture and
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are more flexible to the new culture. Some students may find the new

schools more advantageous to their style while those who were rewarded

in the previous system might become frustrated seeing their peers out

preform them. The Lao women will probably find it difficult to adjust

to the life style of American women and may become frustrated because

they may play a less important role in American society than they did

in Laos. For the most part Lao women have not been wage earners and

they lack skills necessary to do such. The woman's control over the

home will now be shared with other agencies such as; schools, sponsoring

agencies, do-gooders, and others. The aged will have severe problems.

In Laos there is no fear of growing old. Age is approached with dignity,

pride, and respect. In Laos the beauty and number of grandchildren is

a measure of a person's success. Because wisdom is more respected than

is knowledge, Laotians gain more power, respect, and control with age

while in America they diminish with age.

The culture shock phenomena has not been thoroughly enough studied

to recommend sure-fire cures for it. But an awareness of the causes behind

it may lead to a better understanding of the symptoms. The following is

a comparison of the differences between the American and Asian value

systems.

AMERICAN ASIAN

DEFINITION OF THE WORLD

A. What is the nature of truth?

Absolute Relative to circumstances

. Exclusive Inclusive
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B. What is the world like?

Physical Spiritual

Mechanical Organic

Scientific Mystical

C. What is the nature of man?

Evil Good

D. What is the nature of property?

Privacy is important 1, Utility is important

An extension of self Part of natural order

E. How is time defined?

Precise units Relative to events

Limited resources Unlimited

DEFINITION OF SOCIAL RELATIONS

A. Status

Stress equality Stress rank

Informal Formal manners and rituals

Spontaneous Predictable

B. Groups

Join for self purposes Expectations of group paramount

Members influential Leaders control

C. Judgement of others

Specific ability

Task centered

D. Communications

Direct

Open

12

General character

Person centered

Indirect

Cautious to save face



E. Basis of social control.

Guilt

F. Activity

Concern with doing

Work is the end itself

Aggressive and compulsive

0.

Shame

Concern with becoming

Work is a means to other ends

Graceful and artistic

The above differences have been pointed ,:ut "ith full knowledge

that this is dangerous stereotyping. You may know Laotians who in

no way fit the pattern described or you know many Americans who do not

fit in with this pattern. But, if some of the Laotians begin to show

some signs of culture shock, the root causes may lie in some of the

value differences that have been pointed out.

One should note that group identity whether it be family (the most

important), organizations, church, or others, preceeds self identity.

Individual achievement is not important unless it is done for the group's

advancement. Lao people believe that "If you fly with crows, you are

a crow and if you strut with peacocks, you are a peacock."

Asian children are not taught to think independently as are American

children. This will perhaps be a problem that American teachers must

recognize and deal with tactfully.

There is an old Asian fable that describes a monkey and a fish

splashing about playfully in the water. When a flash flood occurred,

the monkey was able to pull himself to safety by grabbing an overhanging

tree branch. When he observed his friend struggling in the water, he
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reached down and pulled him up to what he thought was the safety of his

tree branch. Of course the fish died. We must remember that safety,

comfort, wealth, and convenience are sometimes value judgements based on

our environments. We all want to help, but, we should also be aware of

value differences when helping.

THE CONCEPT OF GENGJAI

As noted before, rank and status in the Lao culture are valued more

highly than equality. This may present some problems in our society.

The concept ofgenglEdsays essentially that the inferior never offends,

insults, embarrasses, or causes a superior to lose face. When, according

to logic, rationality, or empericism, the inferior is right, he will

often defer to the opinion of the superior in order to maintain the status

of the superior. This is done because absolute truth is not valued as

highly as are human interactions.

Gengjai is often used to answer a superior in a manner that will please

the superior. If a teacher asks a student, "Do you understand?", the

student may give an affirmative response just because the student thinks

the teacher will be pleased by the answer.

Depending on the situations involved this could present many problems.

In the classroom a student of lower social rank may purposely achieve less

than a student of higher status just to maintain the status relationship.

Lao families may not inform sponsors of any discomforts because of gengjai.

Until the refugees have established themselves within the framework

of our society it might be superfluous to ask them for feedback. Questions

such as; "Do you understand?", "How do you like ?", "What is your

opinion of ?", etc., may result in unuseable information because the
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Lao may be analyzing what the person wants in terms of Lao culture and

respond accordingly.

Dealing with this concept has to be played by ear. These questions

may be asked often enough so that you can gauge their responses in re-

lation to how the individual has answered them in other situations. But,

in any event, don't think that just because you asked, you have received

reliable information upon which to act.
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THE THAI DAM

HISTORY

AND

EDUCATION

by Somsak Saythongphet

According to statistics provided by the Governor's Task Force on

Indochinese Resettlement there are six hundred and thirty-three (633)

Thai Dam refugees settled throughout Iowa with the help of individual

and group sponsors. Due to the lack of information and literature on

the Thai Dam people, the people involved in assisting them. no doubt

are faced with many problems. It is hoped that this article can be

of assistance to those of you who will be involved in the assimilation

process.

The original Thai Dam birthplace was in "Northern Tonkin" (North

Vietnam) bordered on the north by China, on the east by the Red River,

on the west by Laos, and on the south by the Vietnamese province of

Hau Binh. The territory was called Sip Song Chau Thai which means

"Twelve Thai States." At the time, Sip Song Chau Thai consisted of many

different Thai people such as; Thai Dam (Black Thai) Thai Don (White

Thai), Thai Deng (Red Thai) and Thai Lao (Lao). The situation is

further confused because other groups such as; the Mong (Meo), Yao,

Kha, Yang, Kalon, Ho, Lalo all minorities in Laos - are considered

members of the Thai family which includes the Thai (Siamese), the

Lao, the Shan of Burma, some Vietnamese minorities and possibly many

others in Southeast Asia.

Before the French occupation of the entire Indochinese peninsula,

Sip Song Chau Thai was part of Luang Prabang province in Laos. However,
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after the occupation, Sip Song Chau Thai was annexed to Tonkin (North

Vietnam). During this time some of the Thai Dam people resettled into

northeastern Laos while others stayed in their homeland which at the

time was completely under the government of North Vietnam. The Thai

Dam were granted autonomy by the French under the domain of Emperor

Bao-Dai of Tonkin. With the communist victory at Dien Bien Phu over

the French forces in 1954, the majority of the Thai Dam people reset-

tled into Laos with those already resettled there.

Due to the close ties in history, language, and customs, it was

quite easy for the Thai Dam people to integrate into Lao society and

later become one with the Lao people.

The Thai Dam Name

The Thai Dam names are a mixture of Vietnamese and Lao. The older

people in particular have names similar to those of the Vietnamese

which consists mainly of three words, while others have just two words.

In the case of three word names, the first word is the family name.

The second indicates sex (jam for male and Thi for female). The last

is the given name. By Thai Dam custom a married woman keeps her maiden

name. The only change is from "Miss" to "Mrs.".

Informally the given name is used but formally the word "Mr. etc.."

is used with the given name. For example a male named Ca Van Anh or

a female named Bac Thi Siang, will informally be called Anh and Siang.

Formally they would be addressed Mr. Anh and Miss Siang using the given

name as Americans use the last name. Compartively American's would

call each other Mr. Fred or Miss Jane.
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Many refugees Will have just two names. In this case, like the

American name, the first word is the first name and the last word the

family name. However the family name is rarely used. For example

Bounthavy Namuonglo is formally called Mr. or Miss Bounthavy while

informally the Mr. or Miss is dropped. If three words are used in a

Lao name, the first word is the sex indicator. Thao is used for males

while Nana is used for females.

The Child and Family

Like all Lao ethnic groups, the Thai Dam have traditonally very

close family ties. The welfare of the entire family dominates each

individual of the family. As a result as the children grow to their

teens they may help the family rather than attend schools.

Due to this shared family responsibility some children start

school late, attend periodically, or leave early. American teachers

may be surprised that the Thai Dam children are not at the equivalent

grade level of their age. This is very important to consider when

enrolling them in classes.

The Thai Dam student is very studious and obedient. But, they

will have a problem with English. Almost every student will be

familiar with the Roman alphabet; for, in Laos, French is still taught

in the elementary school. The student's hard work and the teacher's

patience are the necessary ingredients for breaking through this dtf-

ficult task.

Education in Lao

Education in Laos is under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
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Education which is divided into several directorates: Higher Education,

Secondary Education, Technical Education, Teacher Education, Private

Education, and Primary Education. Each directorate formulates its

own rules, curriculum, and programs all of which must be approved by

the Ministry of Education before they are implemented throughout the

country.

Elementary School

Elementary school consists of two cycles with three grade levels

in each, At the end of the first cycle (grades l-3)an examination

must be passed to enter the second cycle (grade 4-6). Upon completion

of elementary school a student is permitted to take the entrance exam

for secondary or technical school. The normal age for entering

elementary school is six years old, however, many do not enter until

a later age.

During the first cycle of elementary school, the Lao language

is used as the medium of instruction. In grade 4, beginning the

second cycle, French is introduced as a second language. Using "Rote

memorization" a student copies his lessons and takes them home to

memorize. The educational program for the two cycles is as follows.

First Cycle

- Spelling, handwriting, drawing

- Basic math (addition, subtraction, etc.) the metric system is

used for measuring.

- Health. (nutrition, hygiene, exercise)

119
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Science (nature of plants, animals, and humans)

- Social Studies (History, Geography, Civics)

Second Cycle

- French Language

- Language Arts (vocabulary, themes, discriptives, and grammar)

- Math (decimals, fractions, units of surface,volume, length,

area, capacity)

Science (human body, weight, gravity, air pressure, evaporation,

gas engines, common and contagious diseases)

- Social Studies (History and geography of Laos, civics.)

Secondary School

The secondary school consists of two cycles also. The first cycle

(college) includes grades 7-10 while the second (lycee) includes grades

11-13. There are five types of secondary schools in Laos; Academic,

Teacher Training, Technical, Agricultural and Religious. Age require-

ments are 11-14 for the academic, and 14-16 for the vocational and

proressional schools. The majority are enrolled in academic schools.

In the secondary schools the Supervisor of Students is in charge

of all disciplinary problems in and out of school. The teachers have

very little to do with discipline.

To be admitted to Secondary schools the student must pass an

entrance exam given the last month of the academic year. If he fails

he must wait until the next year to re-take the exam. While waiting

he may attend a private school and take one or two courses.

'40



The first cycle consists of a general education program. The

subject matter includes arithmetic, basic algebra, geometry, general

science, basic biology, chemistry, physics, history and geography

of Laos, Southeast Asia,and other continents. When a student completes

the tenth grade he must pass an exit examination to be certified as

completing the first cycle of secondary education. Most students

finish their education at this level.

Then, to enter the second cycle a student must pass an entrance

exam. This is the specialization cycle and the course work focuses

on Science, Math, Philosophy or Literature. At the end of the second

cycle and upon successfully completing the exit examination, the student

is awarded the "Baccalaureat" diploma.

Before, 1967, French was the medium of instruction in all secondary

schools. Since then, French is still used but English has been offered

as an option.
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ACTIVITIES FOR USING DIALOGS

The following section is a presentation of useful. English dialogs.

The Lao translation of the dialogs are also presented.

The usage of these dialogs are limited only by imagination. For the

beginning students whose primary concerns are pronunciation and vocabulary,

a pattern of Repetition drill is useful. The teacher says, "This is a

pencil." The students listen to the pronunciation and repeats, "This is a

pencil". The teacher has them repeat it until their pronunciation is

clear. The teacher has each student repeat it individually until they

master the phrase.

After the students can say, "This is a pencil," substitute another

word for pencil. "This is a book," or "That is not a book." In substi-

tution drills the student learns how to use nouns, pronouns, and verbs

without changing the structure of the sentence.

As the students begin to increase their vocabulary. They can use

conversation drills. The teacher may ask, "Is this a red pencil?" and

pupils answer, "Yes, it is,"or , "No, it is not." Or the teacher may

proceed by asking. "What color is it?" and the students answer, "It is

yellow." The students may also converse with each other while the teacher

listens for and corrects errors.

The most fun drills are the creation drills. These could be role-

playing, short talks, singing, art, drama etc. In these activities the

students rely on their learned dialogs and use them according to needs.

The teacher should not emphasize pronunciation in these exercises because

the opportunity to build original sentences should not be hindered.

Corrections should come in the other,type of drills.
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PRONOUNS (NOMINATIVE)
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1. Where are you going?

2. I am going home.

1. Where is she going?

2. She is going to school

1. Can he come?

2. He is busy.

1. That's alright, we can wait.

they

I

II

III

La )(to o is.) -Dt:1 qz
2c51".

(Z)) .4T:1219z (2
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( 31 E.)) Jracyll 611-aL33%)

a Mt.)) ?JS3T1 2:12 7 7 ch
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1. Can we go with you? ZAra NI% tj.-.1,..s 6 9

2. Yes, come along. e-1

3. Can they go with you? 6)
j

t 71 2J.J.;) 7 2.13

4. Sure, we welcome them. 4 VI ail la ZJ Lt) 41)
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yes tie I fa

no t:1

EVERY-DAY EXPRESSIONS

please 2i 1.1

excuse me L en Atn el lig'

thank you _L_ii_ta2-
411.9you are welcome 1.) Li boy a.) /.t1

I don' t know
It

I think so47.16_0_01,1

good luck I e s n

be careful a §".

1
t thcS .

What is this?

What is that?

c. 0.,c- 1
16.-+ 1

9 2,1 cl C t Al 11 thd -

J... .- 1
m IA 2.01 al i c ..0 z.1 gysc.5

4..)

Where are you going? c io -it (i )
'I

dn IA..

Please wait. .11 x %AI _tt_t

I would like to go with you. a

Which way shall we go?

Where is the bathroom?

t" 4t

_r
ocy-ieStri,)909.

vref
1(-

I am in a hurry.41.1111142132_,
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PRONOUNS (POSSESSIVE)

A A.
my (mine) 2arj At lika ,2bylStar,i,ii our (ours) .28)(..all .29.71.4011g,
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your (yours) 11") A antjj 0 nii) your (yours) 25) 44; 12512A33 41 41131

*-4
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1. This is Inz house.

2. Your house is nice.

3. Our car is old.

4. Ours is older.

1. Which book is yours.

2. The red one is mine.

The green one is hers.

1. Will you take her book to her.

2. 0.k.

1. She is his sister.

2. Oh, his sister is pretty.

1. She is their daughter.

2. That dog is theirs too.

I
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Math Or.A.161Z141

History zAi1 %).3.:c,11.3

English z...,%*) 5)n c)

Science zAtn

a,
Gym t.71*3t. n.csivsr..1112j

1. Good morning, class.

2. Good morning, teacher.

SCHOOL

Test 51),.)%5t.) t.'g)

Teacher 2_))2.)

Student 2...131S) 2_i

Cafeteria 219)5 tj ia a I VII

Book 6.14

Library zn 5

Principal
6

Dc).1-11 j Pencil

Report Card 9 u t 4 4, vu Pen zi , s In

I

1.

2.

1. Today we are going to the library. 1.

2. Shall I bring my book? 2.

1. Yes, you can check it out again.

II

1. Where is the principal's office?

2. Close to the front door.

1. Where is the cafeteria?

2. We eat on tables in the gym.

III

1. Did you pass the History test?

2. Yes, it was easy.

1. Which subject do you like best?

2. I like Math and Science.

15) 5 ) S.c.) ( VC-:31 )

1. c9, (.f; z .r) 8.7).6.7 ,

L..
1. z.n 9iv, 1 .1.-)

2. 1 .7) 2.)

1. ts15 ) 6 u mi 1.., 912.71,3-.)VAZ'
.6-- .....

tN

2. "LLA -a J1 t. E.) .; d t/1 L.) 9 ) MP Li 1.7 C` r. g..0 ty;
6ty) G. 11 , t., %.*.sI ay) , 4... .

4... li (1 n
e...4. 9 ) .)....) ..)c) .I1 I )..., r../ 7A- :

44

2..).......

d

.,..4 .... ....- cl ....
1

1. 4 'is, I GI ( Z 1 V 24, ) t) D t. CM L.) 141.11 ha 2,:o
...

i.... ' i
%

2. e1" , A-1 2. C Z.7 7 1 V 7

1.i -0 3 ) 9n ( -5-, .4.,...-, tx,...), i ..,,o ' 27, A., ,0 n d,.... ... 4
2. 2c.) .4..)./) 41 : 4-1 0 er) c) ccez-:. In CA, '7,0
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eggs cj

toast

coffee

tea

/%1

311 ZAS

/1(3.»3)/

juice
4.-

2..;) ?...r) .4.) 3-1 1 ate

EATING BREAKFAST

VOCABULARY

cereal -41 c. 2.) Si'D t.) (21;s ELS) L.11)14 /

sugar 1;1 0,w

cream 2s, xs .1..s ((1.31j4.3 ) 21,
(k,

bacon 717 J) 3.,1 3 4) ).3

milkmilk

I

4... ....

1. Good morning. Are you hungry? Z.:. 2.3)) c1,54.) C II . (.70%) 7.x) v Z....)
.

.1 i 4.--

2. No, not very. 2_, -6 ts") 2.) C, P v) 2S ),,..A et

L..
..-- . c... ..:-

What would you like for breakfast? L.;:3) Lb 5-1 n 4.) u") C.)) Z)'' 23 9 )231)1-1 31
.1....... 4.

2. Just cereal with milk, please. L 7111 ? ) a) 2_311) 14 Jo S1 I c , 2.7...19 "0- -..4 (--

eggs bacon -1 4
0...

7-11 J..) Z ) Al 1J V li
6

toast coffee L21,lb 1 31) 4 4 US

1.

1. Would you like coffee or tea?

2. Coffee, please.

1. Black?

2. Sugar and cream, please.

1. Anything else?

2. No, thank you.

II

.- (If ck. (--.
I

t.).Fj, S141 a..) 3» I. L 2AS ?-1-).0 2-» 3) 6 9.

5-11 t LaLS 292J(3-0

.51 ) t. l. Li G"1-) 2:) ?
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time t. *
(\...

minute 1-3 ) en

second '

0
D /.1 1 to

-NI
hour 3 3.))

TIME

p.m.

noon

(-to A.) cc Di
1

If)
1 q

midnight n A.3

4.. a.
a quarter after 2j)t)_,V3,3 ?Ai 3..)2 In

4. 4/ i... Q.
a.m. 4E") 0.) 4 3) a quarter 'til f..)) Z 2...) ?..T) 2.3 trt

I.

1. What time is it? -"45) XI) (c Ap CI.

2. It is twenty 'til two. Z.53-3).3 Eij 21'z

1. When shall we go? zu-a sl 4 S) .04.1 Zi v) 4..t9 GN 1

2. At ten after three. 94) 4 Z ) Z ) J..) ,u 3 -250
Q
z t>

II

1.4. k 4 t) 4 L. (4,1. What time do you have? 4 n t.. ,,,, ) 4 6 Z, .2. . 'Lan ri %%I ct vz IN't ...1) t e Chi5 i
lir C;

2. A quarter 'til six. 1:7L- ,f1- la 3 ./..))-0 LI ut;

1 . When shall we eat? t._:..%. , r , 4. : i . ) 9 - . : . s ) 4..) 411 ,17 4_, ,E) ) 9 0 ?

2. At seven thirty. 6) i4 Loa) 1... 04 G.%' .01.3 I =, ..)..% =. 2-3 .
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1. Excuse me.

THE SUPERMARKET

..t1 toi

41 4.0 4 g.. k , 4..... 1

2. Yes, can I help you. (--`41 ES) 31-1 tn zo 15c,..) 6 is (..4 1 ...4 1 q vi is i c.s., yr'-
)

CV t .
\

1. Where can I find the, apples? .acyt.t..-6-1 tn ..k) ) 3-) t 3.3 tii 46 IT ?
1

t...

bananas tn.1.1) 11310 LI coffee Tri (.t.Z1

green beans e;)%3

beef

beer L2.))
ILA

ec( 0

,r
w

bread C.211

butter 2j) ..0 C. 2.)

cabbage e..1 .51 SI-- 2) 6

cheese

cream

dates

%.1 A.) t 2.3

.%) 1 31 92.) wz3

eggs -1

fish 0)

lemons tS1.1L3, n 1.3 D1

oranges P.rs J.) 1 31 131

oysters

peaches_vw 1t n,

pears 1$1,0,3119j

pork 3L.,u 1,71

,

potatoes

rice Lei)lettmce z ,A 0

I.2.3 V tit) (640. limes
chicken

Ni I

clams 23-04.

coconuts t31.131 31 lin 0
V

2. Yes, they are in aisle 4. cl) y Id tctca

29

2..7).1.)) SI rD

mangoes ti) an 51

2t..`"
meat

squash tihu)s)b

tea

tomatoes 2.7)..0) 3-1 tam

V
milk 2.), 1.1 .4..) turnips e./ $1) tTrD



1. ONE 23
2. TWO

3. THREE 'Z

4. FOUR .

0.Jz
c--.

5. FIVE 237 /

6. SIX ?"...7; 3)

7. SEVEN Lec":;61

8. EIGHT 2.)

9. NINE L

10. TEN

MONTHS OF THE YEAR

JANUARY xs.,:nr, 6-) ( )

FEBRUARY s) ju 2,0 )

MARCH _ts- 1.3) ( 3 )
APRIL L Z1 Ci )

MAY a...) Z 2(31 ( )

JUNE TILs ( 4 )

JULY IS`.t71:01 (-7
AUGUST ty, C fr )

SEPTEMBER 1.)) ( )

OCTOBER el ( I * )

NOVEMBER zti z-% ( )

DECEMBER ?`.4-4_, I )

NUMBERS

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

ELEVEN u
TWELVE z -a 3 Z5,
THIRTEEN I la

4. 4:FOURTEEN w
L.--FIFTEEN z tni

SIXTEEN

SEVENTEEN .1" t.14C1

EIGHTEEN 21 4,c G.)

NINETEEN .?) )

TWENTY

DAYS

C.0
MONDAY . 11 4.1

TUESDAY :SI, ;-) t

WEDNESDAY e..4.)

THURSDAY ej.)

FRIDAY 2_ ga .."
SATURDAY -S-1, ,;3-

SUNDAY 7u9,V,CI

COLORS

RED LC

YELLOW \
ts.,,o

BLUE 4".

CN-
GREEN =-

ORANGE .72-7j)

BLACK a

WHITE n. t

BROWN = 4.6

FAMILY MEMBERS

FATHER 2.:0

MOTHER 1.0

BROTHER erg,

SISTER tik,9.,,,..1":31 ZPD

GRANDFATHER t.;) C 1 AL, i)

GRANDMOTHER it At, tirt, .:/
UNCLE 1 r5) V031 ut-J
AUNT 1j Zi 9 )

COUSIN Iv i 9 /

30



sandwich (.1.31-vOZ

french fries

EATING LUNCH

soup 1.1.11)

salad t

vegetables t4131

ti

I

1. Good afternoon. Are you hungry? St ?..)Aat

2. Yes, very hungry. LI) To) tc-a
4

1. Would you like soup and a sandwich? 05') - cc

2. Yes, please. Vegetable soup. 2.51.39 . (Ls%) con

.

1. Milk, or salad? 2.)) 4.) 7-71A t.71

2. No, thank you. 2 25 '2.36

EATING SUPPER

meat Q13 potatoes___IMJJ__41)

eh.'
pork .1.) sat.? steak 31.. LZtat-13))

°
beef 3 corn 2) z)

1. Good evening. Are you hungry?

2. No, not very,

1. What kind of meat do you like?

2. Pork or beef.

1. Good, I can make steak and

potatoes with corn.

2. I like that.

31
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PRONOUNS (OBJECTIVE)

us c.. 1 IA.) p ,T) G i; I a .1 2c)me 1 1271.1../51.1 T)

You

him

her

it

("Ai; ,T.C11A-1

C:i) .

1 " (3119

c

ki ,

L-2) , o if Pt: .V 25) )

1. Will you give her some money?

2. I gave it to him, already.

1. She needs money.

2. I will ask them to send more.

1. Will you take us to the store?

2. You can go with them.

1. Please, brirt it to me.

You 1. '11 2.0 t. 00 1

them 2A,D3 1 6 2 , zr) 62) zr)--.) 27) /c)

I

II

III

4., I 9
Le4) LBO (.1,..k

4
t71 'P)-0 ct at a e.) .

2.-1 -1 cr.- t. 9 2.4 0 (2 c..)
L.

'A)'D k. to) ) c-)er111..) 6 .L.t_

4 ^
2(4 11-S 5) 2

1
to tr.., 0 sl 4.2) mpa) Sf

I

4 -6'+ U.) ..rt 2),4-.1 ZS s;

-4 4..
L. 00 - I) 2 1 3...» 2.s. 71 C21n 10i.

1-0
3.1 .14) ..1.3 )4) tr) 2,5

ti
2. Ok. in I .
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The following pages include an alphabetical listing

of useful words in English. Each word is followed

by the Lao translation written in Lao script. Eng-

lish to Lao is used when the student is either read-

ing or being spoken to. It is recommended that for

the Lao to English version, the student be required

to develop and keep his own, according to his needs.

Needless to say, this list can be used only by those

students who can read Lao. Our responsibility is

to help them find and pronounce the words. For

those students who can not read, language masters

and teacher-made tapes are very useful.

3,3



A

ability

List of Total Vocabulary

able Al.,.

abnormal 2,

about

about

above

accuse

ache

acid

acre

across

active

ritol t1.11

Q.
11 21 ItS -.A.1 ,vis.1 t.) 1 t

;3.1Zto

L. 0 i S. ,
L 1 A . s 'IN IL.1 t 1.11 1 .11 .'11 C1 .1.. I. H

v a.-

ss i 0 cro
I s _,,1-.

IC) N Kitt tall , till E1-.))....1%-ib'

417:

add

%AI sin ,3.43

trtz Li9yo inin:ztivp

7_-33

t., Q.
1

Q'address II e.1
I

L -4-admit gib I f.2 n u 4%, in

adopt

adult
I I t.
!-11n 41 L.7 .Ai

V

advance 3,17, -0)1p.1

adverb -Q9 CI
41. 2'1 S t el

advertise t). ,,,,

advice

advise

t191 C1')

2.t.

e./
.31 l 91z

affect u 4.1,Q; Q
I n 9

1.1

afford

afraid LS .oka

after

34

n at_agai 21
1, 441 71 11.":1-1

against .0 vc..,

age
I 11.1

agency I.Va) r t

....I . o Zni ../Lat ll 11Aago

agree s- V.)
t 11.5 yl C19./..)

agriculture

ahead

aid

aim

al 114 3-0 .1,3 3,114

L.. Q,'
,tcoSi t.A1 ZZrel.71

(if t N s, /..S

L.t till lc) I till 1 kJ
)

Q.esti I u eVSttn%-

tz.
t fa c) 1_5 tin C ti

airplane

airport

alarm

alarm

album

,-;,A a 9 CI 1.1 441

clock s dr% 13

U

1.1 titt. 92111

alcohol IA% y s-i- ,
alert

sly 1 %.._t

alone

along

451

Ls

C trot

11-1 r1YJ

alphabet ;,f).)9



A continued

already

although LE,lap...0,

always ,,,C4--,;;A3

am (to be) 1..;').1_1

L-
c

t

ancient rsi, ccol-

c,and u_2. .11 Li

angel

anger

t Is) cl cis %3 LI %.3

tri ink-9 a 1) u 41D .as1t1

angle

angry

ankel s_s2,

Q... V scanniversary --,311su 0
Is%

announce IL; A mima...taliz_

annual _21-..116 rs I et I tIN ,1 1(b

antenna 2,1 .1.1 t) (tt., 1.1

Q,'5another

answer f,

ant .,,i1f3

ts_14.)

Q9) c3-1-1 fCalantique

any 9 tJ 9.1. 6
anybody

Q.`
U

anything tiTi .73*1 t
(-I

S u 9anywhere

apart t

fru 3-% S)). 11 t11-)

4.4.5
apartment

44'3.9

1

qtr

apologize trw-ci 1,'"11..s..1

appear (Lc
ft J. .11Z

appetite F., , go art 2.3

apple 1,1,1,t

application et. tl .43 ".3

apply u,t,

appointment ,"-
..1111-1 it hi t,1 TI I _.S.C1 t17,

approve r

apricot

April

apron

arc

IAA I t9L/Snct
Q..n9= t.s...Itt (70

93

are (to be) c4.,)

are

CLL Qarea nal %..1 f..S1

argue

arithmetic .rt p CaT

army ,T1 tre;-.1 tE

around___Qula5`"
arrange etn c

I'1....y-k"

arrest

arrive

art

artificial

C.+

n

as Am 0"19

as follows

as usual i\)t) e

(Z.

e, I zt iJ

cm 1:1:.1 1.3

Q-



A continued

the same as

ashamed

ask re obt

c. C_
trts..-.41 tSS

F

asleep

asparagus

assign ter
0-

tG'13ylim

assist
i C Q

1.1 t) I ,x.11117 t1J
assure 0.- L.

assume

kiat

at night

at home

-at once tfLal ts) trt la 1 ct t

S t't 9 aL1

t..attach n u few 1.) Ts I I

Lattack 12,un__,si bad

bag4.11t i b.t.) vt: rt

Q.rot, >v E1 21

Q'

atom

autumn

average

'Z1 CI :4 LI 1 _L 4a

4

let t t Pg:ss 4./.3 013.3 SI 0

avenue_Ant '1.71

Q.
1,1 intavoid

awake

award

away

awful

babe,

/NW

V. at- Q.' Q.'
-,1 t.1 9 ,,N ill rn 1rt. rl 111.2.

' 1

/ 9.) ilft .4". ) OIL'S il -.1_1 'w) 1 1 31 t 11 i..1
4.-/ . tb...

.1 1 t I ..,41 1 d ttn ri ttSlisitl_rItt1.3171
...,

ft 1.0 et t th t: i (A.)1 at %.1-

baby (-
cc% %pc ri.tt sti

bachelor ,m§- .o

back

bacon

..)tLtVet
cs-)

ta 1 (Li) to z r ta..
L-

kit .L,t tau.- )

a1/4bacteria s

o L
ust.t..,t1

attempt

attention

attitude

attorney

auction

audience

aunt

9s U 1 is 1 trt t

31t4tztbzi

lo a
L. c-__Aat L.." 45

author
V

authority

Mt t*t c.7 II. 1 t LA' 1

0) A c....
cc v , t.1.31 %.) ll., IA

T )

t. 4.. i'
t 0 t trt %..i I CI% t t 2.) t C1

automatic 5 el
c_

automobile g-j1,3y C-0 et

,\a 2_ CI 12_ r
baggage (1-.,,1

bake r t11-1-15 16*-

bakery

balance IN C ti t t7 c 121 t 2)

t-t-allql,a1.12marliLl_mirUamlit_rtdaa.h.t.v 1

balloon 0 A." . ,3 s

bamboo 1...).m,m1 1-t

banana kivs .1%*N t.1

bandage my., an r.%

dd A!
tit : 511%..3

1

E,T) h71bank

36



B continued

L.. (1...,bar Am 0,...), i yl t n 41) %NI p yi ]1 CI bee c ,...11

beef
4CLL ..-.barber ...22A A-"A_AZA4_ 1.1 0

bare t u 1 t SLsci -.? ti , tt... el ,U.A....M t t in been (1.;'.1.1 ii)
0 "\

a--

.11 t.... I CL

bare-footed ,e$,, LSI beet tri n t. rt The. v, %.,,.% it cnfkk
- L.bargainn 01 Z1 ,1:391.3itn.T)ZON 'LlJ peNa t [VI INSO 'Li tris.11/

1 1

Ct.. °k .- - Q..
,... c... 1.... .... L...barn r.. Lc 7 1 , F)1. -3-1 .1e1 u i .1) begin .-!-- -= A-1 ft S. .a.1 t SI CI 1 .1_1 _,.. Z ) 4.16)

barameter .--)., ct.kny.EL.,_t_gc,a,a,ASujkIn'"`") behave c..\-_ a c _ilk t t.n. t c 2c,
, ki ..5- l' ....,- 1.... Li 1 qjbase .:- i.. behind t,,,,t u1Q1 kit ea, kr,..,),.0i, tillet) 011 In .a.i1.1 ,A-t .A.) Ily% i

1,1 al I i \ i...9 P %baseball .1-) z Alt CtA,c t tlla ef 9'0 believe sclw] t thar i

t. SI 31
4iL.- ci I.,

bell 0.)basement
3-2 t On.ri_ 1 et , ,-Z i ) / t.1 ( tv_i ON .1.11

1 ., Qui v-
'3. CI,bashfu4. ?... ,..,1 9 tri C1 ....) belong c 3".1.i ft &.)

)

1.1 31 LI

... . 1, 1 1

basket 31 j,,,jbztmispnito below ..;..m g-- ,. rd.. d .4

i )
r) )

1 J
_ _, .31-a 1

basketball ,r 0 1 lt t L c L t t % 3. V 3 9 1 belt r- z. It, t 1 .k.b t c s 0 t 2.. n

bat 4' IQ `' .4 L
,,,, L. Q.- bend si) x.)11 , 1, ZL:SII , tl sl' .3441-3

_t_SL) ri C.,SL.I ..1.5 I ...14 el
\ ) ,

1.--.
bath ctyt,,,,A, cyan 4:1.1 IA .iii.t. benefit 31- .1.n c-, 13 3: ci s.3 ci F) Lr,`"i1-1.,

7 ,
,t_

battery th,, -1,,) , ,s10,I s berry 41,,, 3, It u
q

- ,

battle zni._i_trt.i .n-r)

1

,

be c 3" 1.3, cl Fi.-

i 1

bean 4.11 _,3 1 ja q

Q.bear 4-
21_,,,,1_,_1:674Lsin_,AtLuh,Liss_z_i_h

x
beard VI IA ,- AN c S-1 1 between

beat Q. c.....
. <I.-beaL .1.% 1 tr. - Bible 4.83 t ra v ta.)

beautiful 1 1.a-1 g & c.1 bicycle i xi_ r '... u

1 ,..._ iI,
big 1 ult.) Abj, *1 1)because , t.,,i- I

*
CI n e. 1 f %AS% ]1

)

%pal] ta4

before

beside 2_,s r,-4 1-1

best

bet

n

cr.itu /1Cr
1_1 .Tiitnt-n%50t21 t)
.1. ".better & ? 0 Q.vat

-
become ,71 sit t %..1 t t.11 J.) a.1.1 bill q i3-t-(19111 d
bed 2.1 11 11

bedroom ,Lneli

37
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B continued

bird

birth ct t,

birthday &I., tx,(,3

1birthplace k.3%11 .r, t (L

biscuit cis ky) w...4.1 04.41

bite t-1

black

blackberry Q., us
-blame rt tza., , len 1 .3

t 'St I

blanket j.,4"; ,A7;
ii

blank

bleed c go, 4:6

bless '; v;-,4-)1.5

blind

blindfold

n
t.

(.0, cl r%.

block Stn t1711 tr. 31,11 17, M1,)
1

bland ts) 5)

blood

bloom C let ri oit at rt
(V

t

bloosom 9s,r, nal.%

blouse Ir9 ern
blow c 6-11 tkCt u rn

blue 1-1L- . t...3

L..board

boat cd

body

boiler trim) ,""

bomb z,$) "rim t.t

bone 1.

V

sly1

bonnet...1,14.1.A 3.1

book t. c. sl tx

bookcase A-44

boot (1.q.cal ti at 0 af t

born 130
borrow 21.% L-

3-1
I

both ____11-1"0;_j_ruvsc

....bother '-0 ytl, Ern

bottle 1 CI t1 t cg

bottom =
ft--1

boundary 41.1 11 11 eLS u t 1 C1
V

bowl tx"-; Qti
7

116

box Utt3 7 t geft.L.1 311+1

boxer *t.1 a.)

boy 111..7 4"'
gt .2% ktTV

I

't* t Ott. 1,4 atcbracelet

brain
1

brake try ILs A Irk t
1

branch 1 4! 4....

21 1 11 St% a.,
I
Yttt

bratd V 4.-.rti al SA

bread "4
(, I .t

A
1

t 1I 13 L It t1IA 1

break i r n 31 1.rtjA 411 . 1/t NO rt .2.1 2 ni,-;-,..... ,, -, , ,

breakfast 0,1 t,

breast

breathe

38



B continued

breeze

bribe

bride

L.. -
LA t3

bridegroom cezi 4,4,n

bridge LL, ,..)

bright t.)
Vuvlil 3 VI

bring co) I UM 46,13

(A;
briefcase atc.i-qz

broom *--f ..1 &ASA

brother
C.) .%) \i

brother -in -law litij c v9i ctv
(Lc-

b row

brown ti, el 1 SA

bruise 1,3-/t

.brunette I.610 21.1 TS c't

brush vc 3) ,_)3 /.1._

)
211 ob.\ oh..1.5 Abubble

bucket Q j;-4

budget

bug

build

t) ..t.3

t CI ...,- 7", t

L...

4.0

bulletin sj )1, %..1 1.3

bump xi- trt ts olZti

bun Q.1
r 04 _II ti

bunch
t.A.1 , 41

1/41

bundle .11 L.> .r) c L" '11

burn tr.,

39

bury e_Si

bus

business

t ilt.....
t.S1 S ._ 31 .1 _Ts .x_.% S1 1 t !It'll%)

)
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