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not available. 'The Authority Board, therefore, directed its staff to

- initiate a request to the Council on Public Higher Education for the neéessary

funds to conduct a comprehensive study of student financial aid in Kentucky.

In January, the Council reviewed, approved and funded a five-phase research
project. This project, when completed, will constitute a comprehensive .*
examingtion of the financial barriers to undergraduate, education in Kentucky's -

‘vocatiomnal-technical, two-year and four-year, public, private and proprietary

institutions.

Lo

A preViSuily printed research repoxrt entitled "A Survey of Student Pinancial

Aid Resoyrces in Kentucky" delineated the amount and availability of post-

secondary student financial aid in Kentucky. This volume containing the
second of five interrelated research reports examines the aspirations and

-expectations of Kentucky high schoql students and is entitled -"Socigeconomic

Influences.on the Educational and Career Paths of Kéntucky High School
Seniors." } Subsequent phases of the research project will analyze aggregate
financial Needs of Kentucky's' post-secondary students and will develop

~model stude g assistance programs especially for-Kentucky.

The Authorifty Board urges each reader of this and subsequent reports to become
familiar w th the findings, conclusions and recommendations in each volume

and encourpgee full public discussion of the effects of existing and potential
student assistance programs on the educational opportunities of Kentucky's
residents. Tt is the hope of the Authority Board and its staff than an
cnlightened public discussion of the available student financidal aid resources,

Paul P, Borhn

Exocuglvo Somtﬂ)«
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needs, projections, issues, trends- and actual and potential events will
~ influence' the long~rahge planning of an optimum program of student financial
' This research report was prepared by the American College Testing Program,
‘Inc., a recogpized authority on matters relating to access to post-secondary
education and, particularly, with reference to student financial aid. The
findings of this study provide a basis for further study on the effects

of changes in the amount and availability of student aid resources on access
to post-secondary educational programs. The KHEAA is pleased to provide

in this publication the ehtire text of the ACT report. . :

Respectfuily,‘

e

Geotg P. Crounse

e,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUC TION
L ’ , A , , , _ »
S -, " Kentucky a_dole‘scenta follow any one of a number-of paths after

leaving hiigh school. Some enter the military services, some enter the
S L ‘ TT—— ) ) o . ) ) ‘ . .
labor force, some go to community colleges, some go to four year colleges, .

_and some are unemployed. Which path a s.tghdenf': follows is the conse'q‘x;ence ‘

of a large, array of.factors, some of which are the ’objects of this report.

. - . . .

Specificé.llly,_ this report is :x.fespons.'e thentL{cky Higher Educa-

a

.
.a

tion Aééisténce Authority's (KHEAA) concern about factors wh_icﬁ é’onstrain
' st;xdents partxcular cho:.cca of paths to follow, It is the identification and’

subsequent removal of (a) unacceptable factors that proh1b1t students from

pursumg postsecondary education, and (b) unacceptable factors that pro}ubxt
. students from entering postsecondary 1nst1tut10ns of thezr choice that are-
the ultimate objectives of KHEAA. Toward these ends a study was upder-
tiken that had an objective which was in congruencé with ﬁhese ultimate
o vobjectiVes: The purpcisc was to idc‘ntify’thcse. factors t'haf are related to -
the éhoice of paths of Kentucky high school sen;'.ofs.' ‘I“he remaindetr of *
this chaptei‘ ie devoted tov'a brief discussion of the approach and the desi;m
of the study which would lead to tl~1e adhieven‘_mnt of this objcctive.- '
Approach , | .

There are a number of approaches which could hav.é been taken to

acéompliah the objective of the investigation (e.p., see ;‘\nfunm sk, lnh‘:;:

Herriott, 1963; Kandel & Lesser, 1969; MeDill & Coleman, 11ed: Sewell,

Haller, & Straus, 1057; Thistlethwaite & Wheeler, 1065), The one adopted

8
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could be classified as a decision-making model (Hills, 1964) which is based
on the fecognition of certain educatioﬁal, paths which lead to various decision
- 1‘ ) ) : ' t

.

A

points. .
| ’ In general 1t cbvﬁlc} be said that high S?:hool students follon vario»I]s
educational paths as defined'by their h‘igh 's‘chool curriculum program, !
. Di}ring their careers in the secondary school, the; are fﬁced with both B
f'-,'trivialvand impé;tant decisions as ~th$'y pr‘og;‘ress along th;:vse paths. Two
| Cof fh’e_r;nore i_mportﬁnt decisions are; (a) whethgr or not to pursue pastf‘
's«icénd'zi:i‘y ed‘uca-ti-c')n’ and (b) if aﬁpfépfi‘ate, wﬁiéh postsecc-)nAdvaryfinsvtitut‘ion».

to attend. The former decision is called t;h'eAt‘ransitgion'de‘cision and the

latter the institutional choice dec‘isi'ovn.f ' ' S
SN Decision theory (Edwards, Lindman, and Phillips, ‘1966) and ° /}A
P ‘ B . > ‘ A
motivation theory (Atkinson & Feather, 1966) suggest that many {actors

' can influen‘ce-both deciéior;s, Earli'.ér dccisionbs, avz;ilability of in‘forma“tion,
per.ceiv;d validity arid reliability of the info.rma'tion, valued attributes of
the alternate choices, é.nd expected probability that certainputcomes' will
occur 'if particular dc”t;:isions are,madce are j‘,l/;f spmé of the factors which

., motivations and decision theory suggest are important influences on the

‘decision-making process. Because the complete application of these

. L3

resources, it was decided to focus on what is termed "limithg variables, =

theoretical decision~-making models way beyond the scopg:wailabl.e

Limiting variables are thosc factors which compose the circum-
stances in which Kentucky seniors find themselves when faced with either -

1 i

the transition decision or the institutional choice dedision and [EREE I/

9 .
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1mportantly, wh:.ch constnct the pat:h*chomes of students. | S ‘

These 11m1tmg variables are not to be construed as causal factors

-

in the .transitio‘n and institutional choice decisions. Rather they simply

- place some boundaries on -th.:e future educational and career pa.'ths of ‘students.

- Although these bouridaries certainly exist, they are ject to removal, but

‘when deciding
4
e can be a limiting variable.

the cost can be relatively high. For exampl ether or not

_to enter postsecondary education, family inc
That is, given unlimited family income, or no\cost to the family for post-
secondary education, the sﬁudent could enter any institufio'n, for which 'h"e‘.'

=

was otherwise eligible for admission. ‘However, except for a limited number
fo cases there is no complete freedom from financial concerns. Nevertheless,

if family ix;;ééme is low and the‘ cost of postsecondary'\gducation high, this
limit of availabTé family resources can be overcome by\r a variety of means
inciuding grants, loans, work, and so on. So while this\‘ repvortgfocuses on
the limit‘ing variables, they are ‘limiting only in the broa;\iest éensé. They
,Bimp}yv describe the circums_‘canceé of students with par‘t'ic lar education and
caree;r-pléns after high school, One such circumstance has already been

\
\
R

- identified, \“the high school c:ur;‘iculum students follow.
Other 11m1tmg vanable; are past academm perform ncc, family
income, number of children in the fam11y, number of depend nt c}uldren in
postaecondary education, krlxowledge of financial assistance £Lr postsecondary
. education, and perceptioris of the cost of postsecondary education. Eag:h of

thege factors have the potential to prevent high school students from entering

postsecondary education or attending their pre'ferfed, postsecvondary institu-

~ tion., o ‘ | 1() = o Y,




It is clear that a Kentucky. senior who has followed a vocational

-technical high school curriculum pa]:tern, who has vx_'eceived low g'ra‘?l‘cs,"

whose parents earn a low ahnual income, who has - a larg# number of

siblings, has no knowledge of financial agsistance programs, ‘and perceives
) ) Y ] 4

' postseccn(lary. education’as extremely high cost is not likely to enter bost-’

sccondary education. The questions are: How freQu'entiy does this occur
R . 5 i3 . o «

and what is the relationship b;;twee’n these factors and the outcomes of the -

. - ! S ' . .
trangition decision and ths institutional choice decision? Thus, the study
was designed to collect information a)xbout the Tnagnitude of the role each of

. . D . - i

s ) [V . - '

these potential limits plays in both the transition decision and the institug >

tional choice decision. - R
‘ . 2% “2' = 3
be'sign

Because of the pﬁrpose of the study, information about the educa-

tional backgrounds, future 'plan,s,\ parental gconomic status and other factors
! L] 4 .
oy

which influence the deéisiona of Kentucky high school juniors an‘d sexlxiors‘ was
needéd. Coniequently, a special questionnaire was céoperatively c-onstru;?téd
by The American College Testing Prog;aﬁx (ACT) and KHEAA. KHEAA
constructed the lz‘laitem questionnaire by i‘min-g ACT's item puol and by N
writing new items. The“auesticnnuaire was admifxistered to a 107, réxmdo;ta -

sample of Kcntucky high school juniors 3hd° seniors in the Sbrin;; of 1‘373 by |

their high achoois. Thé completed _quea‘tionnair‘es were keypunched and
“keyverified and forwarded to ACT for analysis. |

At ACT the analyses were conducted in two stages which paralleled

the instrument and the purposes of the study. That is, the firet set ol

- v

11 , : , ,
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i

. B R -

. . v Co -
‘analyses focused on the factors assocjated with the dedision to pursuc or.

o .
o -

" not pursué posfsecondar : educ&;ation.'&.&hich has been called the transition

o
L3 e *

decision. The second set of analyses focused on the institutional choice -

- decision of those students.Who planned on pursuing postsecondary cduca-

tion. Moreover, the analyses were based on data only for scniors because

it wag:believed the outcomes of their transition and institutibnal choica
) . . N I ’ :
b ’ : )

decisions would be more stable than those of the juniors. . ’

In summary tHis is a report of the i'eéults of a survey of Kentucky

high school seniors undertaken by KHEAA in cc;operatioﬁ with ACT. The

objective of the study was to identify the roles various potential factors.
\ sy ~ )\ .
’ ‘ /9 > ti}. o
play in two decisions faced by the surveyed students. One such decision

. . D
Noes

. ’ Y L . P . . N
was whether or not to enter postsecondary education which is called the
' N ' - .
transition decision. The other is the institutional cholce decision of the

postsecdhdary bound students. The results of the analysis of the.survey

>

B \\ B
data are reported in the following two chapters each of which is gdevoted to
& . N .

one of the two decisions.’
: )

e

~
s
s
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Q CHAPTER I e

THE TRANSITION DECISION SRRV

-
.A~
-

. . :
B T
oo

. ~ . o . o - oL . . ‘ ‘ k. . E o ‘A : .;. .
w7 " The decision to pursue or not pursue postsecondary:-cducation and

' the limiting factors associated withthis decision are discussed in this

',;cl’:hapte‘r.‘ The dis,cus'sion'vit'self is _org_ani'Z_e_d arOund: the ré-sults "of a“"_-.fs‘eri'e’s-.ff' - f}fv':"'i""

. of analyses wh1ch were conducted usmg two sxmple but effectne analytlcal

ey

‘ "to.ols._ The Xz test of mlndependence was employed to determme whether or

o not the observed d1f£er:ences between d1fferent groups of semor student;s

are s1gn1f1cant or ‘due snnply to chanoe. ~ R e
- . "x.‘ . : ] N . o v“\.‘j_;-.» S . X )
The results of the analyses are frequently_

re.ported- m‘ the form of

G . Pt , . .x,, .

- expectancy tables. Th1s approach is; most useful wzth survcy data becauSe

| m d).fferent c1rcumstances. Thus, the expectancy table 1s appropnate wheﬁ

P £ s

. tho central thrust of the myestlgatmn 1s fogused on l1m1t1ng, \-arlables. T L

' To prepa‘re expectancy f:ablesdt was,_necessary to class1fy students accordmg N

to the1r paths after h:xgh school, 4e.', e1ther postsecondary bound (PSB) or e

-’ accupatmnal bound (OB) Then thé degree o£ mdependence between the two

groups on each of seven factors could be ascerta1ned

° . ' : -',«

Sl leferences betwee-1 the OB and PSB Students-,

s The dlfferences between the Qé{;land PSB smdents inoaneih 3:‘;;'_"?:';~;~,:;,;v‘5 g

curr1culum program. fam1ly mcome, number “of chlldre n ir t2.<--..:’zim_i-ly~, Righ o

A [

,’ X ~




,‘school averagc, h1gh schaol rank in class Pmowledge of flnapclal ald- :

N * ¢
LA

."sources, and ezxpected costs are presented in th1s sect1on. 5 "'.h"

| T_h_e cla.ss‘ificiation “of students as‘e:ither ’OB or PSB was don?“e. ag;oééing o
to :S.t‘f‘-deri.»t'é‘i re sp‘onste_s‘to“_th‘e que sti‘onnaire.'t.» Student who indiea.téd that they f,
' yvou‘ld"cnt'er.ﬂ‘sﬁorne form ()f ﬁ)stsecgndary edu.cation"w:é;e c1ass1f1ed as P‘Y’S‘Bts,

l‘ L

N _Vthc remaiﬁd.ér*w;;ré c"lassified‘avs,"OB's. Usmg t}us class1f1¢at1on scheme, ‘

; B . b‘ . K ) ‘,'\
- . f E N . . ‘-;

:d1fferences betWeeh the two groups on varldus factors are d1scussed below.

D h s 1 \\\ ‘\‘I .
5 | e !
g school currxculum. ,‘- t was ant1c1pated that one\of the best

""“-Tpredlctors of memberslup m the f‘ B or! OB group would be the type of o . o

X - ; : \.\'~ - :\' X . . .
R h1gh school curr1cu1um program th tudent pursued. 'I'able 1 is an / R
e.xpectancy ta.ble Whl,Ch reﬂects thls relat1onsh1p.

l‘

o N
' l L
. . .

1!' . . R

N \‘ :“\‘ ; f " o L . Sl .\‘
--“ Accordmg to the data in’ the table, a 11tt1e over tWO tlnrds of the N

o e
Py

" Kentucky semors mdmated that they would enter some form of postsec011dar\-",- R

‘ﬁ"

y,d : . e A i : 5

. cducat:cn. Th1s 68 1% f1gure tan be COmparad to several other stat1st1cs.v - V'

"»‘v:';‘For example, PrOJect 'I‘alent (Flanagan & Cooley, 1966) reported that 57,a

v

of their natmnal sample contmue/c{ the1r educatmn after h1gh school. Trent

’and Medsker (1968) reported that 54% of tht men 2nd 49% of the women \ <

m the1r natlonal sample staled they planne to enter postsecondary educa- -

v ~ ﬂ"

-

| tion. When contacted the September a£ter high school graduatmn the -

: percentages of students a.ctually in postsecondary educatlon were :0°u for N
\

the men and 37% for the women. Thus, based on Trent and’ Medsl\er s

study, Kentucky ¢an expect that less than 68 1 T o.f the state's sen‘iors

w111 actually enter postsecondary educat1on \v1th the Moah st drop BN curing

-

: -'among Fwomen.v.u TR . ' ‘ * ‘ g
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L ;‘Sorne_,striliinbg_'differences‘ in_the; pr'oportiqn:s of student‘s':c‘lassifi'e.d

Y

as OB and PSBwere observed Wh’e_n their high _semhool curriculum program .
WaS'_introduced'into- the analysis as shownm 'I‘able 1. Itca;n be s'_een‘tliat
b' 9lo/o>‘ of the studen'ts 'wh'o ‘de'sori"bed.their"'high‘sc‘hoolhc’urrivculum propi'ra‘zn'j S

' as coIle;,e preparatory 1nd1cated that they plan on entermg postsecondaryr

w .

-

cducatmn. The. same plans were reported by 64% ~of the st\idents in f..eneral

‘or combmed curr1culum programs and 59% of the students in h1gh s¢ hools

I S - . " .y B " I’< .

', whex;e no d1stmctmn waé made among var1ous programs of study. Less -
. 'than half (46%) of the students 1n the busmess or commerc1al programs
D L AN L4 ’
[and 52% of the students m "other” programs were classmed as PSB The -

only case w-here enrollment ina part1cular h1gh school currmulum program-".,"

C ;nade it unhkely that the student would not plan to enter postsocondary educa-~
: ) ‘ | - .
- ‘tlo‘n was for agrmultural or farmmg where 37% of the students were clas blfi(‘zd' ’

- »'as PSB. ’I‘he frequency w1th whxch students in all lngh .school prog rams m1ght'.
v : | . ‘ L w' ) o )
1nd1cate they would pursue postsecondar:y educatlon 1s 51zeable ev en for the

3 S e e -

'.."agncultu'ral and farmmg group, Wthh reflects the growmg opportumty for

=

‘postsecc)ndary educatmn through dlfferent kmds of educat1ona1 pro;,rams in

~

differenf;”kinds of postsecondary institutions.. T

¥

High 'scvhool”av_e_rage and rank in ‘graduating class, Because of the

expanding postsecondary ‘educational programs and institutions, it is to be Expéored .
‘that-the greater achidemic success students experience in secondary school the *

e

" 'more likely they' are to enter poét'éecondary education. Table :2 contains the A

. survey data which is related to this expectation, The obscrved diffe ronge s

between -the'.OB and PSB groups are in the. ‘e:gpected direction un‘d- are H’t‘nti.{:!ivnll\

[

L3 V.r/’\a i g 16 .". ( .
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, Occup'at'ionally f ~ Education
Ihg.,h School Average ...~ Bound TR Bound -
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S0t TR 46 o B4
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Do nu.kknow T 55 . . 45’

©. 766 ' 1628

- Rank in Graduating’ Class
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V'sign:i.fi'oant.» That is, for the:rno'St part,_._st'udents.w;iths_hign achievement

-records are more likely to enter postsecondary education than are other :

students. - . ' : ' ’

’
5.

;
#

'_Kentucky seniors with ""C'" averages in"high sghool are about &s
equally likely to enter postsecondary education as not. In conttast, 87

_out of every 100 "‘A“ students will enter postsecondary education and 73

3

' out of every 100- "B" students also plan on entermg postsecondary oduca-

t1on. Of the combmed "A” and "B" students, about 23 percent have been

v class:ﬁed as. occupatmnal bound : , . ,' R ¢
E The same kmﬁ’fd'\elatmnshlp ex1sts in the expectanc;es assoc1ated'
with rank in class. ﬁ'l‘hus, m;-general itvcould be said,that,past,acaden)'ic_

achievv‘ement,» taken bﬁf"ﬁself,.‘:is not related. to the .outc_:omes of the trains-

.ition decisions of "C" students. On the other hand, it-is clearly related

to the outcome s of the- transition 'c‘lecision of "A'" and “B" students who are
& _

expectmg to enter postsecondary edutatmn, and to’ the outcomps of the, -

E trans1t1on decwzon of ”D" students, 75% of whom are occupatlonally bound.

Lo

Farmly mcome. 'To bolster the re11ab111ty of the studerts' responses

+

to the questionnan'e, 9pecial arrangements were made for parents to’ discus's'"

several topzcs with the sample membérs before the latter completed the

questmnnane. One of these top1cs was the annual income of the fam1ly.

The comparisong»between the dist,ributions of the OB and -PSB students’

) rep'orted family income's are shown as', expe'ctanci'es in T‘ab]e"’: A X2 test of - 1

_ , o

: mdependenCe was conducted usmg the approprxate data refloctcd in tho table L i
¢ . N 1]

The results of th1s stat1st1cal test sugp,est that the observed d1fferem es in tlw |

b

l

~

18 . -
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Incomie - o

' $1, 500 or less
1,501 53,000
3,001 - 6,000
6,001 - 7,500

- 7,501 -'9,000 .

. 9,001-?12,'000 _

.12,001-115,000 .

. 15,0012-20,000
20,001 or more _

; . ' , - h.’ -7 .
/ -Family Income and the

/

Oécupationélly S

X2

Table 3
Transition Decision
Expectancy Table

. "Postgecondary |\
~Education.

/ Bound - -Bound .
61 39’
43 57

43 - 57 -

38 . 02
37 b 63
"y L .11

. 89
“ 1597

=136, 154
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distributions of family incomés between the two proups are independent,

That is, the RSB students‘ are more likely to come from families with
higher jnco_naes than the OB -Ftudents:

4

oy

Xt can be ,seen«in Table‘ 3 that about half of thé fespondcnts were

.'class1f1ed as OB and half as PSB when yearly fam11y income was rcported -. ‘
" as bemg between $1 501 and $6 000 On the other hand, 6'0 T of the students

'from fam;lhes w:.th $1 500 pr less income per yea1 were class:ﬁed as'DB

-

The converse xs true- for offaprmg from fam111es whose yearly income

m'a :

’ _ranges between $6 001 and $12, 000 There was a strong relat1onsh1p
between famJ.ly mcome and postsecondary path~when the fam11y income was
reported as vmor‘;e_.tha_n $;12,000‘ per year.} Here, more than 7-9%01' the -
| studenhs 4w4er-elc1aaaiﬁed as PSB.' | |

What does this mean° F1rst, famxlyplinc-ome is clearly associated
with an OB classiﬁcatmn when famJ.ly income ;s less than $1, 500 annually. .
Othérwme, as fam11y incorne mcreasea the proportmn of students who
were classxf:ed as PSB increases.l When compared to the . college gomg
rate of the population (68%), those offaprmg of fam:hea with less than $9, 000 '
| annual income are underrepresgnted in the PSB group. Conversely, offsprmg
of}l famxl:._el‘ with rnore_ than°$9,~ 000 annual income are ove‘rrepresented. This |
aug.g.evsts tha.t’.if farniiy inc;tsnrne is;‘ céna’id‘é:t;ec?.'as an index ofﬂslacidecono‘vmic‘
status,. there via-} a re‘lation"‘ah‘ip between the outaornes of the transition:

decision and socioeconomic status, and the relationship is fairly strong, .

o0 .
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Family Inco{meb and the High School Curricdlur_n o o T

PR

' Because of the relationship between family income and the oulcomes

of the tr‘ax;}%l.)ion decision, it was decided to investigate arother relationship.

I
L]

In this section the relationship between family income and the carlier decision
- of the high schoodl curriculum, program to pursue is discussed.
h To determine the relationship.between inc'}o'me and hli'gh school curric -

ulum prbgrém, the seniors were di_vided into two curriculum groups--coilege

preparatory and ”other."» The distribut?ions of family income as reported by

f:he two groups are presented as expectanc:.es in Table 4. '
Accordmg to the data in the table about 30% of thc sur\'eyed seniors
- -
‘ reported they were in h1gh school,,_programs classified as college preparatory. .

ey

Moreover, 4.3‘8 fgmily income increeses, the proportioﬁ of students in college
preparatory programé}“ increases while the p_réportiori of etudentsr in ether e
programs de‘c‘rease;s. Cl-ea._rlly\, there is a rela,tiefxship between .lf_amily
4inc‘eme and the high schooi currieulum.progra'm.

'I‘he ta.ble has added s;gmﬁcance when 1t is rememberod that 91 T

the college prepa.ratory students were clasgsified as PSB whﬂe only about 507

-

-

of the other students were claasified as PSB. On the basis of this data it

- . "

could be hypothesized that durihg the early high school years, family incame -

and the associated socioeconomic factors income represents, i§ 2 limit on

L

“the kind of high s&hoel curriculi;m program students putsue. In fact, compared
to the proportion of the population in college preparatory programs (29, 7%),

it can be seen that offspring of families whosc income is less than $9, 000 |

~

are undorrepresented in-college preparatory programs and vice voraa,

~

.
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Family Income

$1 500 or less
1,501~-3,000
3,001-6,000
6, 001-7,.500
7,501-9,000

9) 001"'12, 000 =

12,001-15,000
15,001-20,000
20,001 or more

%

Table 4

1-10

- . -

Family Income and
High School Curriculum

Expectancy Table

- ngh School Curnculum

College Preparatory ' Other:
9,5 | 90,5
‘18 7' A 81,3
» 5 21.8 78.2
29.6 20,4
36.2 63.8
45.8 54.2
52.1 47.9
683 1617
29.7 70. 3

¢
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Bocause there are no large d1fferent1al costs assocmted with dlffc ent
hrgh schOOI programs, it cannot: be sa1d that the cost of the programs are a

determining factor in the imbalance of representatio’n of student_s from

L4

different famlly income levels. Thus, it seems plausible to conclude that

- other factors are more 'important. :

Some of those £actors mrght be parental educat1onal and career
att1tudes, expectatlons and asp1rat10ns for their ch1ldren and the- offsprzng 8-
paat academic experiences, Of course, one of th‘es,e factiors tnight be the

- cost’of college. - .
If the cost of college is a limiting factor in this early decision- -
. making process, and there is no data to quggest that it is a'major fagﬂbr,'

it ‘could playa potent rolve. The reason for-its potency could comie fﬁom
,the relatwe lack of knowledge about financial a1d programs by pax enti ’of

. hxgh school freshmen. But what evxdence is there that parents of Iunh

school freshmen and the freshmen themselves are umnformed about

’

s financ 1al as szsta_nce‘ programs?

. - -
1 . Py .

The survey has no direct evidence about the level of soplmistication’
of high school frevahmen about financial aid, But they surely are no better

1nformed than high school semors and it has already been shown that the

.

3

At

'eemors‘ leveI of knowledgc is not very great. Thus, the results of tho

. '

survey do not auggest that cost of postsecondary education is net an
J.mportant £actor in the selectmn of a h1gh Q‘_Qh/ool éurriculum p’rou am.

' The results do suggest; however, that t}us possﬂnhty bc[n\\v:ngatvd.

'Morcover, it- may be beneficial to dmtrlbute 1nformahon about fmam jal

A
0

3 a‘; ° , ’
}2‘)( ' .
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assistance programs to high school freshmen and their pavents in the off

-

‘chance that the cost of postsecondary education plays a signifiéant,réle in.

the selection of a ‘high school curriculum program, -

Nﬁ_fnber of children in the férhily. The cost of raising a family " ‘

obviously véries with the number of children. Likéwis,e,, the availai;le

resources to support an offspring in postsecondafy- education y'ix,ries
according to.the number of children in postseto,nd“ary education. The
_relationship between these two factors and the transition decision is

discussed in this section,

The data in Tablc shows'that a little over two-thirds of seniors

who come frcm famihes with 4 or less children were classified as PSB, '
MBreover, if there are 5 or 6 children in the family, the senior is ¢qually-
likely to be vclafssif;ed as an OB or PSB st,,ude'nt;', Cons.equentlyt. if the cost
t;f raising a family influences thi; tre‘msition d~eci$iqn. it appears as though

‘it tna& be importa;xt for ortly‘ very I‘a'rge families. |

| There is a stronger relationéhip/when the r;_umbf.;r of brto'thers .avnd |
sist(‘n:‘vs .i‘n pgutseé’ondar;r educatipﬁ incre#a_e's. An_.irtt’er,estiﬁg pattern can

Be obse_rired‘in’ the second part-of Tabie 5. Here, if one other child is in
postsecondary education, the high;st expentént:y for respondent totb«; a o

: PSB student is observed. ‘When ’m‘o're than three bmthété* artd.siste‘l-s are

in postaecondary education, the chances that the respondent will be classified

. }as PSB drop markedly bUt never below 50 50. However, there is a mark‘ed

RS

"increa;se in the chances of going to college when 4 of more childien arv in

~

’co,'tiegé. All in all it could be gaid that the number —of*fhyild'ron in a”f:nnily B

'. does not play a singularly important role in the transition decision, 24

v/"a
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I | | ~ Tdble 5
o The Number of Children in the Farily, -
' the Number of Siblings in Postsecondary
Education and the Transition Decision « .
Expectancy Tables. - ‘
o - o Postsecondary
" Number of Children  Occupationally =  Education
in the Family ~ Bound Bound  ° N ‘ .
1 > Yt N 1T 20,5 .
2 o '» 31 .7 69 S AR o280y
3 3 6932 T
B 'y L3 69 218 . 1L
5 42 - 58 1T hado L
6 44 56 b6 et '
7 or more - 33 : 67 89 4.5
633 1332 1905
X%=218.977 - dufi=6. p<.001
* Number of Siblings )
- in Postsecondary - ) . o , .
" " Education (not . ‘ )
including the . : '
o respondent)
o S T 68 Co 62,0
1 . 25 o 75 . 423 18.5°
2 . 34 ; 66 - o213 o 9,3 .
3 | 48 52/ 110 - EN T
4 | 33 67 48 2,1
5 or more . Y A - 083 0 L 53 2,53
728 55 P ‘ .
: #553 - 2281
X2=22.183 A f.=5 p <. 001
, .
3 B r . "'
| 25 ’




- the amount of exploratmn of a1d programs by OB and PSB students is

1I-14

A3

. : S . .
"Knowledge of sources of financial asgistance. - If the number of

children a family has in postéeéondary education was a major determinant ‘

in the outcomes of the trangition decision at one time, it aoparently has

° [

boén negated by existing finahcial\éssistahee programs. " In this section

W

dxscuaaed. There are two concerns mherent m this d1scuas1on. ‘I‘he, -

N

first is, are the OB ‘students less informed than the PSB students? and
s_vcondh}, how well informed are the PSB students in general?

Table 6 contains the data which answers these two questions. Based

on this data it can be said that the PSB bound students are more knowledgeable |

, about.the College Work~Study and Institutional Aid programs than are the OB.

students. In contrast, the OB students are more knowledgeable about the

. ]
»

' . » Uy : R
Law. Enforcement EducatiOn, Social Security and Veterans Bcnefits_programs.

The two groups of ot‘udents were found to be equally knowledgeable (or equally
. ‘, .A ’ * . ‘ 0 .
uninformed) about the Basic Educational Opportunity Grants, National -

Defense Student Loan, Supplemental Educational' Opo?;rtunity Grants, State

4

Scholaraha,p, Federally Insured Student Loan, and Health Professwn.; Loan

programl. Because of these difforences it can be concluded that lack of
knowledge about« assistance programs does not appear to be a major faetor
in the transition decision making proceas. If this were not tr.tle, the OB !

“students would nét have known about more programs than PSB students

-

a
. . o

which is ""‘clear.ly the case.

Expected cost of postsecondary education. Just as lack of hnowledge
o ! ‘ . . I

about financial assistance programs could act as a constraint on the

25




0 Table 6

Knowledge of Fmanmal Assmtance Soulces _
‘ and tlge Trans1tmn Dec1s1on in Percentages T

o . Ré:cclve Informatmn from ';'
" ‘Basi.c Educfafi,onal_ . OB .  '-_'_=75'9" L 1-6 9
. Opportunity Grants "PSB v'.l, 620 19 1 ,

L7 Colieps Work-Stady OB . 789 30,7
o Y “ et CPSBLc o, 619 s 38.0
OB . 789 k6o
, PSBL619 256

Natwna,l Defen\se \ .
Student Loan I

Supplemental Educationa} OB‘_,; 7590 1605 83
Opportumty Grants < PSB 1,621 <7 ]15,0

e v | ‘State Scholarshlp .?Z."QB_' 59 3T
SRR L "PSB 1,621  4l1.9

~

Sl degal; ,- Insured . OB ! 757 5'25.&:5 o
S f Studen“ L.oan SURERE CHPSB ,.620‘..»: 2T 4 L

- Hoaith P”’fe“m“s © 0B 738 2l.s . T8.3
LQan N . o PSB ,‘1 620 o . |18,5 .’_‘ ; :

o Law»Enforcement OB \ 75‘3) .11.8;':'_7 - 81.3 /  R
Educatmn Program' . PSB ‘1,,,621, 4.1 85 9 B 33--_"

- SO¢1al Secur;ty, S OB . 759 2
. psB L6l
. a‘ - ’ o .’.' ‘
. Veterans Ad/mnzstratmn OB . © 759  25.2 , T
'_Institutional.‘A;d L " OB. S 751?.- ‘  31 3 - ;,.8;’;7‘»7’ ' o .
- Programs. .~ . - PSB « 15620 fo4203 0 87,7 0 26,040

3 .‘-L . ‘ - . ' . EUT . ‘,- . . N A- .. . 2 6 6 - . ‘- B 4 ]D=. 05 s o . . - d'. f.\-):ll . . : . li " . 'v‘

-
v
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tvansﬁ:mn dec1s1on, the expected cost of pOstsecondaly educatmn is a’

potent:al barner. Thus, several analySes were cond'Lcted to detm mmc .
\ L the deg.ree of d1fference between the expect:.on of cost between the OB

|  and PSB stude‘nts..;

L Before such comparm,ons were made, it was necessary to stermme ‘o

__\A,A_ whether or not the QB and PSB students. aspn'e to d1£ferent kmds of post-
| | . secopdary mstltutlonssmce th)’ere are d1fferent1a1 costs assoc1ated with
“: T :.'attendrng dixxerent t\rpes of 1nst1tut1ons. As shown in Table ’7, there are
e v . “ : . S
d1ffer\)ences in the types of 1nst1tut1ons the two groups reported as bemg

the type of 1nst1tut1on theyé expected to attend. In this. regard rthe OB

‘; students were asked to recoru the 1nst1tutron they would most 11kelY attend

L if they were to enter postsecoudary educa|t1on. The OB students 1nd1cated

1, . A b 7_“

o vocatmnal techm,cal col{leges w1th greater f'requency than d1d the PSB
L . \ oy
students. C.onsequentl*yT it Was neces sary to compare the twri groups of

0 i : e

students expected sts by type of msti,futmn. o ) o ST S
‘ . Detaxled tables regardmg the expected costs for tu1t1on and 1ees, . |
, . ’ o
" books and‘supphes, food and housmg, travel med1ca1, clothmg, and -

- ‘ \

s other personal expenses \are shown in the Append‘? A The se data are

IS

-

sumrna.nzed in Iable 8 w’hxch 'is cdmposed of the med1an e\pected costs :

.. N

by the two groups by type of mstltutmn and expense 1tem. R -5

B Y

. R ‘ Lhere are ‘some maJor d1fferences ia. he med1an expccted c0snts L
. ! . N R . - s . ’:‘,
' between OB and PSB students. First the‘dlfferences between -the sums

;
of the mechan expected costs for the two groups of students vary ac cmdmg BE j

' |

l

- ;Al,o t,yp__e oft ins‘t’itution. 'I'here is a $53 5 dxffe1 ence betwwn Hm OI’ dnd PSK

- . . . .' Lo - «
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oo NG L Table 7 S
Type of Institution Chdsen

A ]

SR hState
' ' MaJor Public Umver91ty

by oB and PSB Students o

oB

. 27.5

11,3

 PSB

4._____“H__Regmnalllmvusltv :

~.Four Year, Prwate_
- Two Year, Private

- Out of State - .
- "Four Year
Two Year
Other v v

Other - Pubhc and Prwatp
Vocatmnal Techmcal
Instxtutmns o

L I‘otal ‘N

- -

XP=1116

Community College,. Pub11c

. : 7.2 ‘o
2.8

e
L

30,3

e e
NOUT U e W
> ®

. )
O O M us
~ .|

-

N = OC
.
Ur O -

|  1;7’.0   ,
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<.

-«

- Tuition & Fces
Books & Supplies’
- Food' & Housing
Medical
Travel
‘Clothing
. Other

Total - .

Difference

M_ezlién“ Expected Costs of Poétsecondéfy

Y 4 .
e R § £ £ 3 .
 Table 8 - -

Education by Typec of Institution -

. 'Majdr Univ. - " Regional Univ. Comm. Colleac
S _ EE - , P
©OB- PSB OB PSEB - OB PSS
$634.5  $749.5 $474.5  $507.0 $367.5  S431.%
112,58 114.5 . 112,5 - 108.5 S 93,5 | k8.5
406.5 ° 624.5 - 315.5  374.5 187.5 A
90.0 . 38.5 70.5 37,5 56,0 1%.0
- 186.5 - 83.5 155.5 . 87.5 122,5 77.0
- 230.5 156.5 192.5 149.5 171, 5 LN
192.5 139.5 169.5 110.5 144, 5 al. -
$1,853.0° 1,906.5  1,490.5 1,375.0 - 1,143.0,  sd2.>
- $53,5 st «  300.5
o ] ‘7 ¢ ‘4
~ t
. kY
- |
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" the’ ant1c1pated expenchture. Regardless of the type of mst1tutlon, thore

than the PSB students. Th1s pattern suggests that the expected ccn,sts of

- . " . - . N
. : ) T L tejabas - m B T L R TR DA A .

=g

J. N
. e Vo v.;( L ;, S R SO .,:,, EO ~ ———— ‘.7- _. R ._..,‘_..__‘v,_-; PO S P S S PR gL
students whose type of mst1tut1on was a ma_lor_ pub11c_" unwcr:uty. This o

~

d1f£orencc is relauvcly small when comparod to the d1£fercm s foF other

K students-b For example, the total med1an eXPccted cost for OB studunt% :

3
&

who wouId enter a. reg1onal pubhc umversxty if they entered postscc ondary' '

educatmn ‘was $l 15 5 h1gher than PSB W1th the same plans. _ Ilow:stvcr, the-‘

1

v"d1fferen<.e between total medxan expected costs of commumty colleges —

' c\:pressed by OB and PSB is more than tw1ce th1s amount. I‘he dn’ference"‘

| o
is- $300 5 w1th the OB students expectmg h1gher costs than the PS%\Students.

Whlle these d1fferences in- the sums of’ the medlan costs are 1mportant

there are d1st1nct patterns of d1fferences in expected costs by the natuxc of -

o -

.,
3

-

': ‘were dlfferences m.,medJ.an expected cosjts between the two groups for

, tu1t1on and fees, medlcal travel, clothmg, and other personal e*{penses. - :

The med1an expected tult,lon and fee,s f1gurcs were lower for the

.';OB than the PSB st'udents. In Contrast the;median expeCted cos-ts for

travel, clothmg, and other personal expenses were h1gher for the OB

' _tu1t1on and fees, books and supplles, and food and housmg are not relatod tn .

the outcomes ‘of the transition dec:.s:.on. But the "(.ommumty c‘ollege ‘OB I ;

0

students who expected a relat1vely h1gh cost for food and housmg ($181. 5

as, compared to PSB stu‘dents who expected no cost) may have been mchcatmg.

. that they were exp’ected to support themselves after }ugh school ar adudtmn.

(.

Nevertheless, the most revealmg dﬁferences between the two groups of
)

students may lie in their expected medical,‘ travel, clqthing and pther
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personal expenses. Becausc thc med1an expec, ted costs for thow items -

3

-~

‘.‘mc h1gher for the OB students, 1t could be hypothesued that Lhey sce a Ca

hlgh cost assocmted WJ.th soc1a1 compet1t1on. That 15, adJustzn;, anc] o
A . a S l~ R . . . a . c. Ce -
successfully competm"g w1th1n the soc1a1 env1ronm.ent on-a campus would

reqmre consuderable expend:.tures.' This mterpreté.tlon of the pattern of

d1fferences suggests that wh11e the’ botal expected cost of postsecondary

. to compete sac:.ally may be.‘ P

. . NI

' _’,,educatwn is related to the outcomes of the trans1t1on dec:tsmn for prospectu ¢

-

gmna.l umverslty and commumty college students, certamly the1r. ab111ty

Y .

R

- ,\ o . ) . s
s o . -
v, . - : .
B < £

.
»

mary. . 'I‘here are marked d1fferences in the prepbrtmns of S

. 0

: students who were clasa:ﬁed as PSB ar. uB by the1r h1gh school curriculum, :

B th_en' high school average, the=1r fam11y',1r}corn,e,‘ and 4heir knowledge of

% -, .,‘ .

financial assistance sources. These observed differences lead to the
‘ . . . o . . o . ~ s
conclusion that each factor operates somewhat diffe_rently as.a constraint
_on the transiticn deciaion. B R < y

- . T
N Al

’I‘he only high school curr1cu1um program which m1ght be class1£1ed

[ . Ty

as a limit on the trans1t1on dec131on would be the agricultural -farming'

-\
Bl
R

;programs. Connderably more students in t}ns pvogram wetre class1£1ed

as OB (63%) than PSB (37%) All other students were'at least’.e,iquia-lly' ’

-

'kaely to 1nd1cate they planne.d on 'ente'ring postsec‘:ondary education as ' -
. ) . ’ : . " < 4 h . . : ’

follow an occupationzlly oriented path. Even‘so, it is difficult to conceive
the agricv.ﬁral high school curriculum as a-constraint on the transition

L}

decision. Rather it'is more appropriate to view the progran:s as lefding

_ . .
to expecdted outcomes of the transition decision,

+

. . ¢
o = . - 7 . . . . . N ’
s R . : . 3(2-_ . . e

o . » ' ’ . . T
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Low lugh school grades may account foz dev1at1on fronm.expec tod

9

paths. : It was found that 73% of Kentucky seniors w1th "C" averages were
. Ty :

v class;.fu,& as OB In contrast 23 70 of the “A" and "B" 'seruora were clabsxﬁcd

LN

“as CJB. Th1s percentage Yaises-a questmn of. the ex1stence of economm e

barx:i,_ers to post’seconda;‘y education fqr these high ac_h1eving students.

~—¥n fact it was observed that family income was related to the outcome

!

~ of the transition \d"ecisi,o_n. Its g_rea'te.s't i_n‘ipact as a constlj.e.in‘tfeccurfed' when

: fanuly income was $1 500 a year or leSS. , Only 39 T of the semom from:

Buch fanuhes were cla.sazﬁed as PSB in contrast to the 89"1 so classu’md

-
3, R

~whose famxly mcome was $20 001 or more. N

¥

In a s1m11ar'econom1c vém, 1t was dete rmmed that unless the numbeJ.

”

- of: siblings in the famny was 6 or more, the number of siblings in a farhily

3

_had no impact on the transition decision, Moreover, the number of siblings

~

in postsecondary education was found to paqe a marginal effect on the trans-
. ° 5 . . .

[

. ition decision. . -

Mnd finally, it wase observed that OB seniors were aware of more \
sources of financial assist‘ar'xce than .wei'é the PSB students., 'Névertheles”*s,‘

’ the PSB stu&ents were more hkely to have knowledge of the prmmry SOUrces

a

of College Work Study and lnst1tut1onal A1d programs.

All of these observa.tmns are 1ns1ghtful but raise additional questicms. .

- These queatmne are all related to that issue raised earlier: 1dent1fy ing tho:c’

factors whxch are’ assoc:.ated with deviation from e\pocted paths, rho tmm

' 2.
¢ -

Cof l'he next section,
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“ Dm 1at1on from Expected Paths

It was poaxt.ed earlier that high sch'oQI curriqulum programs can’

be defmed as partmular educatJ.onal paths that have some!® rvle\ ance to

the chmce of pa.ths after h1gh school. In th1s case, there is'a postsecondaly

-

cduoatum path a,ssocrate,d with bemg in college preparatory programs,

«( 4 il

,general and combmed programs and in high schools where no d1st1nct10ns

0 : " - . o i

| vwere made among Curr1cu1um programs. On the other hand the typmal '

path for. agrlculture and farrmng students is towal.d occupatlons. Accmdmnly .

™

the topics of the followmg d1scu551on are those factors wluch are assocxated
o WJth dev1atlon from expected paths of stud'=nts in the colleg,o. pr eparatcny,
7 general and combined: and uther h1gh school curriculum programs.
College preparatory students, The central hypothes1s wh1ch was

>

1nvest1gated in th1s and the £ollow1ng ‘two sectmns is that dev1at10n from the

-

expected educational and career path after h1gh school is related to per

P
..

”c,apita income and the h‘igh school averages of the seniors.' Per capita N .

_income of the fam11y was estimated for each respondent by d1v1d1ng thé

t: -

number of children and parents in the family 1nto<the1r reported annual

mcome. Annual 1ncome was assumed to be the m1dpo1nt of the mtonals

1

of the farruly income responses in the quest1onna1re. Th1s per caplta
income estimate was crosstabulated ‘with the self- reported high school

averages.,

Lo

'I'he results of th1s crosstabulatlon procedure for semcn s in colleg_c

",."preparatory programs are~shown in Table 9. The contr:nts ot the table are

~ ) a - ) ‘ ’ S V -
~the percentages of students classified as PSBin each cell., - .

Ny

St . . ' z
' | 3.4,
- '

a .




L T : L "Tablé:9~_

f‘ o 4 _ R . Pergehtage-qf “Coll‘e'ge' Pr'epaﬁbory, <
Coe . ., Seniers Classified as PSB by »
. . Per Capita Income and High School Average -

>

_Per Cé.;;ita Inc‘__mﬁvev

High School - $0 - $1,000- $2,000- $3,000- $4;000 N -0 of
- Average 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 4 > Avgrage

o . ™

P 90-T00  75.0 | 94.1  97.1  100.0  100.0 _ 97  96.0

'80-89 © 75,0 9.5 | 85.4 . 95.2  87.8 153 4.5

b

70-79  70.6  8lL.2  60.0  63.6  83.3 40  60.8

N OB - 13 12 20 5 8
N'PSB 3% 60, .93 - 41 - _ 80

% PSBby - - |
 Income  73.5  83.3  82.3 89. 1 90.9

% of Total ~ 13:3  19.6  30.7 12.5  23.9

% PSB of | . L | |
Total - 84.2 0 S - . 0

'.%OB&‘Of B B ’ ' . E RS
! Total 15. 8, : ‘ ) - ’

°
.
— —— — _—— A —_— e S — — —
. s
) +*
! .
3
.
.
*
v
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3
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The data in t'he ma.rgms of the table show (a) a du N‘l l(‘laflc}llbhlp

[

 bety W'cen level of per caplta ihcoxne and the percenta;.\t of aludvnte le‘t‘vlfl( d

as PSB and (b) an inverse relat1onsh1p between high schéol avera;_.e and the

-proportxons of students class1f1ed as PSB,  For example, 6q 8% of the "¢
students were clasmhed asg PSB while 96 0% of the "A'" students were

claemﬁed as PSB, ‘And 73. 5% of the seniors in the $0a.1 -000 per capita’

‘Jn(;ome range were class1f1ed as PSB wh11~e 90 9% of the senmrs in the

- $4,000 ;and nlqre mt‘er‘val}_ ‘.”‘” ,Class'ified as‘oPSBo’ 'Con‘sequently, both -
p(-r capita income and high' .s'ch'ool- aZv‘erag;e are related t'c the ‘:outconms.‘o'i" _ |
thg transition decisionfo‘r collegp' I;reparatory seniors. U o e
- <If both factors are relate’d,' it follovt(e that when taken in combination

el
[}

‘ 'thei‘r effe’cts are even 'greater. To demonstrate this‘ eicpecration,' a line

- has been drawn through the body of the table. Th1s lme separates those

v bl

© ells with percentages greater than the subpopulatwn PSB perc entage from

- cells with lower_perc‘.ent_a_ges- than the subpopulatmn.- |

. : .

The degree of variability in the figures on eithe:{ side of the line

is an index of the complex nature of the 1ntcractlon of per c‘apxta income

' 'Vand l‘ll[,h ‘school grades on the trans1tlon dec191on. Nevertheless, several

observatxons should be noted, First, none of the percentages in the "C'*

* -

row reach the percentage of PSB in the college preparatory subp0pulat1on

'(although the 83.3% in the $4 000 and over 1nterva1 comes \ery close to
Jg

. the 84.2% for the populatlonb. Secondly, none,of-the_pcrc_entages

3

1It w111 be recalled that when- high school curruulum and the outcomes of the
transition decision were crosstabulated earlier 917 of the collev e Prepicraton
students werc ‘classified as PSB, The differencc between the 84 2% usd how
.and the 91% is due to the exclusion of students who indicated their high schoot
;.,ra.des were either '"60-69, no GPA given, or do not know. " Ihis differen o
will ‘oceur again in the fol]owmg sechons and.oc¢curs for the same » Cils




“in thg $0 1 000 pL‘l capn:a income column reach the percontag.,t of all

¢ -

‘ Lollege preparatory students class1f1ed as PSB. Moreovor. there.a rc'

A

n

more cells W1th higher percentages than the subpopu]atron perc entago in -

the ”A“ and "B" rows than cells W1th lower percentag.,es. Thvbe,obsel va-

tlons suggest f:ha.t g1ven a per capita income of over $2,000 a year, grades

- may account for a s1gn1f1cant proportmn of the dewatmn from_ the expected

4 .

- path.’ When per cap1ta‘ mcor’ne is between $2, .000-3 000 only those studcnts

thh the lughest grades w111 plan to enter postsecondary educatwn \v1th a
frequency comparable to the subpopulatron of other colleg,e preparatory

students. And under npc'ircumstance is the PSB rate'ocompa rable t<> the

‘subpopulation rate when per cap1ta mcome 15 less than $1, 000. . _‘ ot

General and combmed students. ‘The analysm of the pm centages of

-

PSB students: conducted on semors~m college preparatoly P ogra.mb was:

repeatcd for seniors-in general and combmed high school currlcultun“-

' programs. The results are'presented in Table 10. =. : ce 7

J As in the preceding tah;le; the margins of the tabi’e. reveal (a) an

»

' inyerse relationship bet_ween the proportions of students classified as PSB

“the transition decision.

-

- and high school grades frorn,,’ls_. 3% for ;'A'-' students to 38, 4% for "'C"

R

students,'and‘.f(b')ja»d'ire(:t' relationship between the proportion of PSB-students |

and per capita vi',nc_orrie. -Thus, 'both factors are related to the outeomines.of

< : . v
IS

'However, unlike the previous t:abl'e, there is no row‘ or column in
which.the percentage of PSB students in a,cell is not ureater than the PSE .
percentdge (48. 3%) for the subpopulation of seniors in general ahd combined

3/
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'I‘ablo 10 D S

Pere entage of "General and Combmed" Scmors o A '
, Classified as PSB by Per Capita’ Income T o o
S . And HJ.gh School Averagc . L L

e . 9"' '_" e . _ ' ;
. " s Per Capxta Income ' T .
:5. . ‘ »‘ £ . . ‘~ )

High School  $0- . $1,000- $2,000- $3,000- $4,0000 N by
Average ~ 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 4+ . ‘Average

790-100  50.0 85,0 75,0  100.0 91,7 61  75.3 .~ -

80-89 32,1 - 47,3 | 49.4  70.6 76,0 131  50.2

70-79 . 27.4 281 - 46;0 . 4.1 | 59.5 104, 38.4

- B . ' v & . < et "
N OB -. ‘102 78 - 86 29 22 317 : c
NPSB . | 47 61 92 44 a2 200 .

Y
P .

Y% PSB 31,5 43,9 51.7 - 60.3  T0.3
% Total = 24,3 22,7 = 29.0 11.9 12,1

LI
’ £
% PSB for
Total ~ 48.3
f
% OB for ' ‘ v . o '
Total 51,7 . : ' o
. ’. . . N . c N . 1 . T .
r £ )
-+ - . 4
— . N . .
. 4
o ” 7 L4
v AN
—
4 -
»
3
-t .
' ‘ :
. 7 4
y ;
]
o
- \ é
, . §
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lut.,h 8c11001 curnculum programb. Consequcntl;a cven for wmm s from

] . . ~ -

o fanuhes w1th ‘the lowest per cap1ta mcome, iff thoy expermm & a\.bstantxal

sug cess m lugh school the}r are more llkely to be classifmd as PSB than
T o i . L

K : ‘OB Cou\ ersely' if per cap1ta mcrome is $4 000 or more, studvnts are

more hke]y to be classxfked as PSB than OB even with "C' hu.h schowl

»

a\-orages. R ' S

a S

i
4

.. Moreover, if grades accounted for more of the dev1atmn from the

4 . .
. s .

[
e\pected paths of the college preparatory semors, they certamly account

for more devxat:.on for the seniors-in. the combmed and general lunh school -
4 pmgrams. 'I‘Ius hypotheeus comes from s1mp1y countmg the number of

co]ls above the line in Tablc 10.as compared to the numbcr oi‘ above the

[ .
.. v

@

]k’lb a smallcr relatmnslup w1th dev1at10n from. the expected postsecondary B

e palh for thc "general and combmed" seniors than the college prepa mto:v ‘

a

sun;ors, o ; . 4 -
. o : kY . : . ) - o o

Other studenta. All the per camta income and lugh schuol grade |

L3

®

, and combmed hzgh achool programs were’ uub;ected to the samt- analyq:s as

in the precedmg two sectmnsr However, in th:.s case the pereentages, shown :

. .0
~in the body of Table ., llsare ‘the percentages of seniors in the cell clas«nfmd

.D

as. OB. This change was made to emphasme that the e*cpccted outcmm‘ of

the transxtmn decxs:.on for these students was OB.' '

.

It ‘can be seen in the r1ght hand margin tlmb high chth'] neraee ju

- -

. dxrectly xolated to tho proportmn of students claaeufmd as O, Oln xn\x=.1\ .

-8y

lmo in the precedlng table.- If thxs hypothesls is true, }t :mplwb that mcomo

data for all studénts other than those m the college preparatow and ;.f-nmal '

[3}




| C Tablett - oot \ |
'u-‘Pérqcntage of "Other' Seniors L X
Classified as OB by Per Capita Income.

©, . - - . .‘And High School Average . ..
- Por Copita Iicome , ¢ I

' High'School $0- ° $1,000- $2,000- $3,000- $4,000 N by * - ]
- Avcerage 1,000 2,000 3,000. 4,000 -+ Average

~ ke

c

90-100 . 66,7  69.2  83.3 | 57.9 5000 .. 30- 69,8

L4 ) ..

- go-80 . Per.4 7.2 643 | 57,9 63.0 140 © 66,7 <

70-79 70,8 | 523 66.0 316 L 50,0 130 61,0

N OB. 87 ©. 96 . 70 17, 30 '
N PSB- 39 49 3 21 3 L
9% OB . 69.0  66.2 67.3 447 56,6
. % Total 2w 27.0 31. 1 22.3. 8,2 11.4 o |

% OB of - o S 'f«z;
- Total 64,4 i I v

% PSB of , . ; . ' .« o

‘. . ‘. ’




s

' px opm tlons of college preparatory and “genera%\nd éorh :,mcd , seniors

. - N
- - . :

Lt "'L"Cf rel‘ai.ion‘shiig'J'fm.‘ S

" - Ty

| .:."(.laSSlfl(,d ‘as OB. -‘One‘of-.'the’eXpla-natmns for t'hé
- othe'r students is’ relatwely stralght fOl‘\Va'id That 1s, tho urarlcv a?‘r(i fair |

.

.’f_s . »

. l

- "mdmes of how em'loyable these students are.» Thu-sr ‘tho-sc 'with.‘]‘owéf’i-r"-

o : ‘

PR o

L ‘and plan to Seek that trammg m a postsecondary educ atlonal mstitutmn. o

s

' Nevertheless, per cap1ta mcome is mversely" related to the prcr;i’" rvtio.n

Sy 3 ) e - 1

‘ of OB students whlch was also true for those students in colleve prepan ator;
. : D ‘.

- ’ . _,(v_.v

t:

o S.and general and combmed hlgh scl{ool programs. S1mp1y Judoms_ iron’n the ‘_\5?“55

,' magnltude of the d1f£erences in *the margmal percentages, 1t could be snd :
.‘ ’ N ,:. e -

‘ that ne,1t:h_e’r‘ g.rades nor. per caplta mcomef‘is -'a-'s_,.related to -t-he~ ou_tcomes of
o v.-v_'the transxtmn dec1.s1qn for these sen1ors as:for the others. | ‘ BRI

-

Even the flgures m the body °f the ta-ble appear to supporg t}us j \_1__ :

’ ,observatmn. , There appears to be less var1a.b111ty among thc percentag.es | ,\‘ |
: :than in the precedmg two tables and the’ demarkatlon lme d1v1des the table

. . -
i

’ ;alm‘bsh exactly- in half. Of course, the confoundmg effect of the chrect o

@

mfﬂrelatmns}up between gra& and _,the.percen‘tages of stﬁder‘;ts cl_as.si.fi‘ed.--as : A

. SR e d
OB makes these observatmns tenuous. . P
Coo Summarx Dev1at10n from expected postsecondary career: and educa—

t1ona1 paths were found to be related to bdth per cap1ta mcome and academm e

success m/h1gh school among semors in dlfferent h1gh schoo] curric ulum

o

PR . : & . i ) '

'.i-prog?‘a,'ms- For those -m-college prepy ratory an‘d general and « o‘mbinorl -
E pi‘ograms,' 'tljeif'ehanees of devigtiAg from "the‘P.SB path z,a,,f:trcfr hl@yéchué);l e

.



mcroased as per catha 1nccnne dec1eased and }ugh school 1,1 adus <1tw toaevd.

Ilewm er.,Jndgmg from the d1ff@rences m chamcs m }u mvp_, (alassu‘led
: -"'_.as PSB by‘ po.r caplta inc
.l_;,rades appeared to be mere ‘related to dev1at10nlthan‘1n¢ome‘ for thosc 1n
;-:golleg{:s v;—,reﬁa,ratory. and general .andv ¢emb1ned cur1 1c>u‘1um prhg ramvs; | But

, 'mcome may hawe 2 greater telatxonshxp to dev1a‘uon for the college pr epa:;a-

\

= Sl e . - . . Cowe

,e‘ . 5 R ) - L
L S

& 4 -

“~"',

’.’.-

-tory students than for students An general and combmed progra.ms,

y

A\

These statements should be con51dered as the hasm for f’urther

S mvesti’gatwn ef the role of grades and iarmly income in the tra

]

" :"'domsmn. j’ust as xt ca.nnot be concluded from th1s data that zzlvmg students B
}ugher grades will alter the postsecondary plans of students, nmther can

": .:1t be concluded that mcreasmg fam1ly 1ncogne 1nd1rect1y through fmanc1a1

;clasmfxed as PSB dxd not equal the PSB rate for the populatmn in pa1t1cu1ar L

'per ca.p1ta mcome mtervals for the better students is not suff1c1ent Just1f1-'

o edx,catmn.

j:asswtance programs alter thelr plans.

ﬁ . . . H' . . .' .
n 1tion e

.,‘

. ‘.‘.

'I'he most that can be sa1d is that theso students are under-- .

1cprescnted m the PSB group,f the group on whxch the followmg Lha,‘pt(.r

H

" was focused. ST S S o 7

R . L Lo . . N B : . - I N
R AR . I . \, D : IT- 30,
. T R FEECIA oo . o . [ . . o

me and h1gh school grades, it could be sa1d that

Just because the chances of be-mg

cat1on for Judgmg famﬂ,y 1ncome as an effectwe barr1er to postsec. ondary

»

13
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CHAPTER m o

THE INSTITUTIONAL CHOICE DE("ISIO‘\.'

'I‘he factors whlch mﬂuence the college choxce p1 Geess l, Ve ‘m( n
» m\ r*stmated by a number of authors (Bowers & Pugh 1973 KQII‘ 1962

- Morrq«mn, 1968 Seron, 1967, Stordahl, 1970 I‘rent, 1965) l‘lowever

L. -

_‘v S e

Lhey ha&e all been concerned w1th the college choices of students entermg

‘vtradJ.tJ.onal h1ghe.r educatlon 1nst1tut10ns.- In th1s chapter the outcomes are

much broader because alI types of educatmnal anshtutmns we re represented
' in student's mdicatlons of the mst1tut1ons they were mOSt 111\e1y to attend.

) ‘. : N
In add1t1on to the relat1onsh1p between var1ous 111gh :ChOUl exper- .

‘ 'wnces and socmecononuc factors and the outcomcs of the mstltutwnal

. ¥

'l,congruence between the expected cost of postsecondary educatzon ab e

e ] ) : .; . : . . Y
_.:mdlcated by semors and the actual cost is d1scussed.- Furthermole the

3

relatmnslups among famxly mcome, , expected costs, expected fam1ly contrl-

but1on, and actual costs are presented. ’I'hus, th1s chapter is div 1ded 1nto -

P

J..-c.ho1ce process,‘two other top1cs are d1scussed in th1s Chapte] . lhe o

h' -

,three maJor sect1ons and begms W1th d1scuss1ons of various factors related

_ 'to the type of 1nst1tutzons senlors ant1c1pated attendmg. ‘

A

- I‘ype of Inst1tut10n IChosen

l

I‘or the purposes of thls report, it was assumed that Lhose factors

Lo

- - . e . ]

. wluvh 1nfluem:e the 1nstitutlona]‘select10n dec1s1on were moze 11kely.‘ to. be :_.f

related to the type of mst1tut1on selected than the part1cula1 mstntuhon

»

1tse1f. The rationale behmd this assup1pt1on was fm?nlecl on the helief th.n

o >
C !chcre are probably greater dlfferences among typos of ll‘lhlllullﬂn~ th.m _

’ .

: oL - . T e . .
v . B S . . L. . R . -,
. . PR N PR . s e . . -
\
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- amung,i’nd"iviélua;l'in-stitut'iqns within the same type class.ifi'catimn_; 7"1‘ he
PN e : -

' 1ust1tutmns studcnts reported as those they werc most l1kel) tn attcnd werg

g,rouped 1nto types accordmg to the classa.ﬁca.tmns presented m Table 12

’ Once th1s class1ﬁcat1on procedure Was completed differcm:es among

. . 'studentf m d1fferent type classxﬁcatmns were de‘termmeé beg,mmng thh :

. \ . .
& he ’ : i A4

! type ef h gh school curru:ulum {‘” »'« . o .

" . . ) Y

R I‘ype of. h1gh school currxculurh. Accordm to the data in Table 13,

@

'U

more (41 2%) Kentucky sen1ors reported that they ‘were mosl l1ke1y to ontor

one of the state s rng.onal umversxtles than any other type of mstrtutl on. -

N - .

- ‘,Y_I'I‘he next most frequently 1nd1cated the1r type of mst1tut1on was a Kentucky

v
R

"commumty college (18 0%) followed by one of the maJor state universities.

_.‘.__"-_'(1(1 2%). v A. total of 14. 1% of the students seles;ted an out of state msutu-:p RS E

a -t:.on.» In total then, a httle :more than 85% o th& semors planned to pursue
postsc.condary educatmn w1th1n the state.. . o o

Because the regxonal pubhc 1nst1tut1on was the“type of mstltutmn o

. B
- : “

most often selected by the students 1n the survey, it IS not sur}n 1sxng_, to ey
. i ' o a0
' f1nd that these same mstztutmns were the most frequent choxce of students .

I4

rcgardleas of the1r hxgh school curnculum. The second most fr equently

selected mstltutmn reported was the commumty college by the students in

vocatlonal techmca.l, general or combmed bus;nesswcornmezcxal and

i "no d;stmctxon” students. ; The only vanance to th1s pattern we re the collw e
preparatory, agrxculture-farmmg, and 'other” students who sc-lcrte-cl A majm-

‘un1verslty with more frequency than any other t}p(. except the ro o .a.l fstitn-

t1on."
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These choue patterns appear to be fa1r1y typmal ’lhe college “

preparatory students were. 11kely to enter 1nst1tutlons accordmg to thlb o

':. I

: nal un1vers1ty, 449) ma;' !

s éollege} 'and (d) 4‘-year out-of-atate.. A s1m11ar pattern is ev xdent for «

'the gnnez‘al or combmed students except the. pos:.tlons of thc commumty

S

- collegv md magor unnzersuty are reversed. .In general 1t ‘could be sa1d

that regardless of students' hxgh school curriculum, the reg:.onal state _‘

a -

. umvers:.ty is the most frequent type of 1nst1tution chosen. Thereafter .

»

there is a varymg but £a1r1y small relat:.onah:.p between type of hu;ﬁ

1

school currlculum and type of inst1tut1on chosen. L ,. R '

R B

. Nevertheless, type of h1gh school curnculum appears to be 1e1ated
. 4

‘to the type of poxtsecondary mstxtutlon selected. That is, students m h1gh

R : . el y\r.

school programs other than college preparatoryraremore lxkely to plan :

. N . . S
. ?

to attend cornmumty colleges than the maJor state unwersxnes if they do o :

’
-

4

not plan to enter the reg1ona1 umversﬂy - - e

"H1gh school a,verage. A d1scernab1e patte ra of relatwnshlps between

[3]

h1gh school average and type of chosen mst1tutlon is ev1dent m 'I‘able 14.

F1rst, beca.une only 8 PSB senlora reported that they had D averages, the

‘ assocxated figures should be viewed with caution. * *Thus, only the data for

the "A", "B'Y, and "C" studen,ts will be disoussed. It can be sa1d that
. o a |¢ . ) '-

regardless of studentc grades, they are rnost 11kely to declaxe a regxona]

o

univeralty as their expected mst1tutlon o£ attendance.

However, 1»f‘ the.‘reglonal university is not so stated, the type of
e . . . - )

' institufion which they intend to enter varies according to their sell=reported

A 7 o . 2

1

R B
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- "cH students plan to enter community colleges.

-7
‘g‘rades.' For Iexampl'é,' AN students'are aBout"as ecitxally likely to ont('i’

~“anrout-of-state university as one of tlsm maj.Or state uni\"ersitic-s. Ilu "B
student is less likely to go out of stat.e. In fact t'he "B" studonts were

'about equally likely to prefer the 'commumty colleges as the m’ajor state
: R

umvermtxes. On the ot}t)er hand ne students more frequently 1nd1<.ated
they w0u1d attend commumty colleges than the ma_]or state un1vers1ty 1f

regional un:.versltJ.es were not expect’ed mst1tut1ons of attendance}. N '

Thus, it is clear that th"e*bette'r.stuc'l_'ents._were"more likely to

NS

. -i;ldicate 2 uni\rereity as their expected institution of attendance. Moreover,

the better students were much more likely to plan to attend an out-of-state

4.ycar institution. If the students intend to remain in state and | expect to |

. attend an mst:.tutlon other than a reg1ona1 umveruty, a defmlte 1elat1ons1up
exxsts between paat acadermc achxevement and type of 1nst1tutxon choson. :

"A” students plan to enter the maJor state univers:.t:.es, ’t'he '13" students -

~

- .plan to enter exther commumty colleges or maJor state univerasities, and-

Y
.

' Family i‘ncor'ne.v The type of institution students aré most likely to

1

attend a;lpea-rs to be related to family income, 'p.arti‘cularly at the extreme
“end of the family income range': The data in Table 15 leads to the observa-

tion tha‘t when farrlily income surpa’sses $12,000 per. year, stud.ents are more

llkely to enter ‘one of the major state unlversxtles than if the fan'uly 1nccsme |

is below $12 001. Moreover, when the fam:.ly income is. greater than

,/

$20, 000 the student is about as equally likely to enter an out-of - state e

. year institution as enter one of the major universities,




L R (X

'I'able 15

Farmly Income and. 'I'ype of
' Instztutmn of Expected Enrolln?xent

- Expe ctancy Table

R

. In State Out "of State:
Public  _ Private N
- “Family* "Maj.. Reg. . Comupri~~ . o
~ Income . Univ. Univ. Colg>4 yrs 2vyr. 4yr. 2yr. Other

- $1,'500 or less 60.0 15,0 10.0 10.0 5.0 20
1,501-3,000 15,1 , 49.1 15,1' = 5.7 3.8 5.7.1.9_ 3,8 53
'3,001-6,000 5.9 740,4.. 22.8. 11.0° 8.8 5.1 2.2 3.7 136
6,001-7, 500 7.4 42.1 3.4 6.6 4,1 . 58 8 1,7 121

7,501-9,.000 1.8 45,7 "21.3 . 2.4 Lé 7.9 3.9 5.5 127 .

9,001-12,000 13,4 43,1 20.6° 7.5 2.0 9.1 1.6 2.8 253

- 12,001-15, 000 20.4 4.7 17.5° 6.8 2.9 5.3 2,4 2.9 206
15,001-20, 000 22,9 40.5° 13.3 . 5,2 1.0 13,8, 1.0 2.4 210 -
20,001 or,more  25.8 29.6 _ 8.6 9.7 1.1 19,9 2.2 3.2 186

S v.Column- Percentages.
1,500 or less Sz LY 2.2 . 8.3 3.8 : '

- 1,501-3,000 3.8 4,8 3.3 3.2 5,3 2.4 . 3.8. 5.0 .
3,001-6,000 3.8 10,2 13.0 16,1 -~31.6. 5.5 11.5 12,5
6,001-7, 500 4.2 9.5 15,9 = 8.6 13.2 55 3,8 5.0
7,5001-9,000 7.1 10.8 11.3 .:3,2 5.3 7.9 .-19.2  17.5 .
9,001-12, 000 16,0 20.3 - 21.8 zo 4 13,2 '18.1 15.4 .17.5

- 12,001-15,000 19.8 16,0 _15.1 15,1, 15,8 8,7 _19.2 __18.0
15,001-20, 000 22.6 15,8 11,7 . 11.8 5,3 22.8. 7.7 12.5
20,001 or more " 22.6 10.2 6.7 19.4 5.3 .29.1 15,4 15,0 .

- N. 212 - 537 239 93 38 127 2k, 40 1,312
- % 16,2 40.9 18.2 - 7.1 2.9 99 2,0 3.0 = -




;i',conimunity college_ -reported.their family‘;a income \;fas less, than 59 001,

- E L §1 S0 S
If the cost ‘of postsecondary education wore related Lo the oulcomes

of the Ainstitution_al c_hfoi_ca-prpces‘s,{i’t could be expected that a family income

-

‘finc'feases, the numbers" of students choosing ‘community' éo]leges dccréas'es".', :

’Thxs pattern occurs when famxly income ranges between $6 001 to $20 000

Cor more.. 'I‘hm decreasc is accompamed with-an increase in the proportmns

of students ‘planning to attendath-e ma.Jor state umver'sxtws o1 go out of state
to'a 4-year institution. o ’ .

What does,this mean for Kentucky public institutions* It means that

L e -

there appears t6 be a definit,e.-fela.tions'hipbetwee“n income and typ“e .of’ insti‘tu-—ﬂ N

tic)n. 'I‘hc mayor unwnrmt:.es attract the most affluent studentb, the regional ’

umversxtxes attract the second most affluent students and the commumty

.. v . a
: *

collegea attract the least affluent.‘ Nev‘ertheles‘s, abc’)ut 20,su of the’students B

‘planmng on entermg one of the state 8 maJor u'nWermhes reported thexr

.

_famy.ly s51ncor'ne as l_ess than $9,'001 Over one -thxrd of the students planning

. c - A .
R . L4

to enter a i‘egionali‘uniwl(er.sity and 44, 8%’of the‘stud_enta, planni”ng on cntering

- -~

i} ‘I‘hus. there is a greater dxfference between £am11y 1ncome levelb of prospec -

¥ . -

e
i

!

that belbw $¥2,000 per year of family income, students tend not tu plan t

‘ . ‘ ",.\v Yoo

tive major umveruty students and prospectwo regmnal univorsxty students

- than between the,‘latter group a‘nd the prospectwe community collego students.
.. So in terms of family'income,' regional nniversity ?rolspective student; are

' more 11ke commumty college prospectwe students than thu,' are 11ke major

- univevra.ity pro'spectwe students. In any event fanuh mcomu appeax 5 1o bu

clearly related to the outcomes of the inétitutional choice Provess, It <o«
- 4 - .

‘4

P
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,4"|("  |"‘ ;

freported to have . expected to contrxbute more than $1 000.

e o I-10 -.

=<
»

" aftend the major state universities in proportion to their ocdurence in the

population,,

B

‘Expected fza,miilyt contribution. kae famJ.ly mcome, the amount

[

3

A 'pérents expect to contribute to the support of the PSB‘seniors is r‘elated

to the type of institution in which the Bt\;dents eﬁ;pect to ehroll.i Tabié 14
shows that only about 18%.of the students reported that their‘jﬁr_énts

expected to-make no contribution at all _dur@ng the ensuing academic year. -

g !
M - .

_About 56% of the students reported that theit parehts exi)ected to contribute

between $1 and $1,0015 This means about one-thxrd of the parents were

'I’he Iargelt propp/rﬁon of those‘expectmg to cont'r:ibut'e more than

'

$1 000 were parents of prospectwe magor state unwer§1ty students.-- “Andy

the dzstributmns of expected farmly contrxbutxons by type of mbhtutmn as

‘ reported by the surveyed students were dxfferent but there is a kxeatex

dxfferonce between the prospec.twe major state umvers:tty studvntb and the°

prqspectxve regional umverslty students than between the la,ttex and prospec-.

o tive commumtv college atudex{ta.

* . . o

" The precue meaning of the fig.ure- is chfflcult to Judge. It appesu 8-

as though the regional and comirunity college asplrants had parents of lower

1

i .

income than the parents of major state uruveruty aspn ants and then par ents

were less w:.llmg to contr1bute than the parents of the prospcctm magox

R4 v -

un:wersxty parents. However, it is plauslble to ant:mpate that cxpes torl

contribution is a partial function of the perceived cost of the c-’r-.perter!~

institution of enrollment. Thus, what the parents expected to:. untributu

T . for
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: Tablele gL
- Lo Famlly Contrlbutlon and Typc of
} ' Inst1tut1on of Expected Enrollmenf /
, P!
t - : '/_icxpédté.ncy Table
_ .___InState, - Ou-of State "
L. N . Public _ . Private . . ..
B 'v <Maj'. Reg. Coinm, o ' x I
- Contribution Univ. Univ.. Coll. " 4yr.” 2yr. 4yr. 2yr. Other /| N°= "
None 13.7 15.7. 22,2 20.2 .26.3 18,8 <26.9 . 52.5 241 18.2
$1-250° 7.1 15:9 - 15,1 13.8  '31.6 7.0 1l.5 17.5 182  .13.7
©251-500 8.0 16,6 23.0 14,97 18.4 7.0 1l.5 7.3 190 15,9
501 750 '~ : 805 1]_-.9 ' 12 6 "'6 4 l];O.S » q.4 K 308 10:0 11‘1‘0 ) 10.“ ;"' o
751-1,000 10.8- 11,0 - - 14,2 9.6 5.3, 63 15,4 10,0 144 In,u
- 1,001-1,250 1r.3 6.4 6.3 6.4 5.3 4.7 11.5 - al w9
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1.§01—1,750' 6l 2,9 v.4 3.2 St 3,9 L 3. - 2.0
z. 001-2 250 L 42 2.4 1, 7 3.2 2.3 . 3.8 S 33T 2,08
o 2 251-2,500 4.2 1.1° A '_ . 7’2'.'1, 5.5 3.8 215 20 2.0
— - 2,501 or more 8,5 4.9 - .8 13.8 SN2 99 N F R €18 ) BRI R P
‘NC.RQ 05 02 04 .. A .A ’ - ;v ?‘ . f. . " 2 o:.
-~ 1, 324
_ . |
! f s, .
.. - ( ' . i
v 4 :
‘ 1 . ‘
R o ‘ . » |
90
“\




L 11_1:i2 e

1

is probably qu1te dxfferent than wha.t they mxght be willing to ¢ ontrzbute L~

B Lommumty college and regxonal umveraxty etudcnts.

between fam:.ly income, type of msfxtutmn of expected enrollment and

. ~

expected contr1bu§1on, and‘a.ct\lx_al cost is d1scuased ina latgr section of

-

. this report.

-

= who plafx’ to attend different types of i;-xs_titutions have 'dif{eirénﬁt levels of
‘ knowledge about financial a’ici'?. The answer to the question comes from_

.’I‘abla 17.

4 PR

‘ Knowledge of sources of financial assistance. Do Kentucky seniors’

-
. f ’ ' " * ’ :

’I‘he results auggest that between one- f;fth and one- thi\rd of tlu, PSB

o

studentu are relatnrely unmformed about fmanmal a1d. ‘The lar"est propértwn
of those who reported that they had not recewed mformatmn from any source

were prospectwe maJor umverslty students. Becauae of the gx’eater fannly

was the s1m11ar1ty of the distributions of the number of sources contacted

: 14
- . . ot - -

by t:he atudents. ’ - ' M{;
Nevertheless, the pro-pectwe regional umvers:.ty students were aware

of more sources than any of the other students planning on staying in Kentucky.
for their postsecondary education. Otherwise, the distributions look very .
. - ) ’ a B

_incomes of these students, the result was expected. What was unexpectgd " l
i
|
|

- - LA

similar. Thus, it can be concluded that if knowledge of firianéial assistance

is related to the outcomes of the institutional choice process, it is not «learly

evident in the results of the survey.
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e e S ITh14
,w - Role of cost mthe mst1tut1ona1 ch01ce declsloﬁ. The rolc of the” © ost R
of\dJ.ffercnt types of mst1tut1ons m the mshtutmnal cho1ce dec1s10n is d1f£1cult‘_.‘ S

et i to ascertam. However, 1t was hypothes1zed that if the cost of a partzcular

V'>~
iae

_ _ . - :
type of 1nst1tut1on was actmg as a barr1er to 1t, students would report that :

Vol

and the Iatter would be more costly than the forme r. _"

' were asked to report thelr preferred mst1tut1on as well as the 1nst1tut1on they

K§

¥ \"
e

r - '-, 1dent1£y~students m the followmg sltuatmns'

I ¢'
PR

l. Preferred a prwate 4-year college, expected to attend a state,» _'
--um.versxty o " : 1 -~ . S ' ’

2 Preferred a state pubhc un1vers1ty, expected to attend A PUbhc !
' commumty college. S » _

L . 3 e . . 3 . U
L

her comb1nat10ns were possuble but it wa,s beheved these two ,

~ o .- p— ,,

would occur most frequently 1f cost were a barr1er to a type of 1nst1tut1oﬂ. \

In fact wh(ax) was observed was that not one students was found m ezther )

, 1 3 N -
oi the two 31tuatxons. ’I'he suggestxon here is that preferlred mst1tut1ons

tond to be 1nst1tut1ons in w}uch the students expect to enrollﬁr at 1east

o

there may be a dlfference but the student who prefers a um\ ez‘slty expec"

to attend a un1vers1ty Cost may play a role in th1s s1tuat1on but the c
',r. : v _

1mp11cat1on 1s c1ear -- students entering communxty colleges do so because

-

that is what they pr‘efer and the same is. true for the students pIannm0 to

-
0

1’I‘h1s is-in contrast to a study bemg conducted by the s’emor author at. ACT

expected and preferred mst1tutxons. S

'40 -

[ .

To mvest1gate the ex1stence of th1s phenomenon, ‘the surveyed students '

were mbst 11ke1y to attend. : A compar1son was made of the responses tol.-..:- gt

.1 which has found about one-fifth-of hig survey: sample to d1f£erent1ate betwcen f.f" e




. ..1;)-

| e of 1nst1tut10n they prefer. Thus the. data does/not support tho the sis that the c

© . m-l1s

s, ’ - ¥

enter publn umve%. . When tlus observatmn is combmed w1th the o S

f1nd1n&. that I‘O 1% of the surveyed students c1ted cost as the most 1mportant o

.-f

factor m the selectmn of an mst1tutzon, 1t could be concluded that cost does -

.

not appear to be a maJor deter‘mmant in thls process.

, Su g In the yrecedmg paragraphs seve:ral top1cs were presented
' wlnch were related to the type of mst1tut1on Kentucky seniors we re most

hkely to attend. It 19 fa.1r1y certam that no. smgle factor is a det’ermmant i o

: of the type of 1nst1tut1on students expect to attend ’I‘ne maJor pubhc un_ye‘r
sxt1es, regmnal umverumes and coxnmumty colleges attract students from

all ranges of hlgh school currxculum, h1gh school a.verages, famaly mcome,

14

| expected fam11y contnbutmn to f1nanc1a1 support and knowledge of sources

of f1nanc1a1 assmtance. Perhaps the most str1k1ng observatmn was the " " S
] T, ) : o . (.‘ B o R

’ d1fferences in the» famﬂy mcomes among the prospectwe maJor univ ers1ty, :
regional umverszty and commumty college students. It 1s cIear that theg/e .
1s a greater d1fference in the farmly mcomes of the prospectwe maJor

umversﬂ:y students and the prospectw‘ regmnal un1ve r51ty students than ,
d

¢

betWeen the Ia,tter group snd prospectxve commumty college st{xdents. Tlus
does. not mean that cont is a barrier to the ma.jor pubhc unn'ex 91t1es in o

Kentucky. In fact, students reported that they expected to attend the type

cost of postsecondary educatmn is an effectwe barner to’ keepmg preferonces

-

from becommg realxtm‘s for Kentucky sen1ors. _This cmc]usmn sugs.ests ‘

that preferences may be -a functxon of soc1peconomxc status and lmme’d
v - : . i -

o "_oarlier in the edu.catmnal years._ Ihe inipliC'ation i,S' that if"t_lw gua] is L




o

o e T e DR TS 1 SV EERE

) estabhshed tn sne to 1t tha( students from fanuhes w1th d1f{e rcnt lu els of

‘_' \,_': M u«,ré"

P . o annual T nme a*‘e equally repre%ented in thé maJor pubhc umversxnes, ‘

er" ; . . v

EE ,.'szmply provzdmg mor : fmanc;al ass1stance will not lead to the achlevement P

lof the goal.

{'A RIS _Eicbeéféd}&”‘.oste andActuai Costs - e
* . . : . ‘, .. : . o - . & . ; . . '"“i .
! - o Fvwz ﬂmu&,b the cost (3‘? p:mtsm fmdarv educatmn doec; not seem to be

' v

{ A: S la barrmr L6 semor students, 1(: is of some 1mportance to mve st1gate several

"' T - -relatmn&shxps between expoctéd c‘osts and nther student reported mformatmn.._-‘.

[P N . - .,‘

o 'I’he dlfferences between expected and actual cost and the rclatxonshlp between i

x ,‘
‘\

jper cap1ta mcome and expected fam11y contnbutmn by type of 1nst1tuti1on

’v"f

. 'q B ~ . % : i -
. 5 .

studcnts expec*t to attend are dl%us ‘wd in thls sectmn. .o . | i e

4
~

IR One of the pr\ncerns of thls report was: the relat1onsh1p between

. N ®

etpected and actual q)sts of postseccmdary educatmn and the relatmnslupb
vbetween actual c’:ost,- famﬂ.y cnn’r;‘1but10n and family income. . Two an‘a]_,yse\s

-

- -which re\'}ealed tﬁese «relationéfiips Were ‘cbnducted. The data wluch was

A

.necessary far the analyses mcluded the total cost of the mstltutmn as’ reported ‘

' by the 1nst1tut1on, the. ex.pected parental f1nanc1a1 contmbutmn to the support

of the PSB. student, and the fam11y 1ncome.~ The Kentucky H1;.,hm~ qucatmn

R . v-r*v

; _Ass1sta.nce Authonty pro\nded AGT W1th the mst1tut1ona1 costs fm- a11 j' N "

\

o Kentm.\%mstltutmns cxcept commumty colleges wh1ch was not aVa1lab1e. _

'I‘he ilata about the expec‘ted fam11y contnbutmn, and fanuly income -

‘was’ /collected from the students‘ in the survey. . Prior to 'the adminiqtratinn

-

‘of th,,e survey, the parents of the bample were asked to (llH(. uss lm(h topivs

.

'w1th Lho sub_]ects. Consequently, thm ¢ is a consxdo ah]u amnun( of Umluh_nu R




A 1n the estxmates of famﬂ.y mcome and fam11y ('ontnbutmn as 1cported by

the. students. '“. '

. | R D1fference between expected and actual cost. The degree of d1fference
- between expected and actual cost was determmed in a stra1ght forward
manner:, 'I‘he rmdpomts of _-the‘mtervals -of the expected"cost respon“s‘}e = ;
categories were used as ‘estlmates of the expected cost for each of the. ‘ e -
v g
e followmg 1tems' (a) tu1tlon and fees, (b) books and supphes, () food and :
‘ ’ housmg, (d) med1ca1 expenses, ge) travel (f) clothmg, and (;,5 other personal

BRI T expenses. » These m1dp01nts Were then summed to form a total expected c05t.

The actual cost‘ﬁgure of the 1nst1tutxon in. wh1ch the studerlt expected to
- c enroll was subtracted from expected cost so- 1£ the student over- est1mated

cost t?\'e dafference w0uld have a positive slgn. Th1s procedure was done

for each student for th.ch data was ava1lable and the results are presented

) in ‘Table 18.

P
- T

It can be seen that about 19% of au students expected total cost \xas
_ L , o

wu:hm $250 of the a,ct-am 'coat of théir 1nst1tutxon. .However, more. students T
underest1mated the actual cost than overestnnated 1t. In fact, the agalysm )

revealed that 47. 3% of the PSB seniors underest1mated the actual cost by

o

N .

more than $250. 'I‘hu rneans that 33. 3% overust:tmated the cost by more

| than $250. Consequently, about one-half of the PSB semors in Kentucky ' e
&

K ,. are 11,ke1y to encounter a shock if they maintain t‘he1r expectatJ.,ons upon -

entry to college. ‘N .
The greatest shock is in store for those students plaunme on attencln e

_ _ > ‘
o one of the pr1vate 2-year colleges in- the state, In th1s case 82 8% -of the

o ‘




R T EERRS 11 ST SR PL

R .,\ 'I‘able 18 “,_

B ype oﬁ«lnstxtutxon S .
Difference = . _' A . . o R
Expected- ~ . Public  Public  Private  Privatg © . - -
Actual . " Major’  'Régiomal 4yr. - 2yr. |

Cost .- +Unive . Univ. . Coll, *  Coll. . N %
‘nderestimate S

- $-2,000 or less SRR T
11,9990 ~1,000 - ¢ - 16,8
,f:.~999 to -500 B 11,0 -« 2s
-499°t0 250 . 118N, 1
-249 toqu L 3.4 7 4

. 17 2%

o113

. 186 21.
|

Pt Yt
u-ﬂU’l':d\DU\
Lgah N R A

NNV W

95
1-1"'.1L 1<

L)
- -

U N U U e
.
ol O =~ ~F 4

" Ovcrestﬁmate e e ey ~ : ,
250 to 499 6.7 - 6.9 . 12,9 . 63 7
- 500tc 999 o 14,4 11,2 8.6 =~ 2.9- 99 1
v 11000 to 1:999 . : 8.1 ' . 8. 6 14,0 T G,
. 2,000 of more 7.7 o+ 5.4 5.4. : 50

Total ©100.1 100.0  100.1 - 100.0 - 871 100,




c'Oncern in the preparatron of tlus report was to prepare some md1ce§ of

19

'students underestlmated the total cost by xnore then $100 Pmlmps it shuu](}‘...

be noted tha.t 1f there were an over or underestlmahon, it teudcd to bo by a.
‘ consxderablev 'an‘xount. Thus, the data leads to the conclusmn that the a.‘,ctua]

~ costs of postsecondary’ed‘ucation tend to be underestirhated by the majoi'ity

/ of Kentucky PSB semora regardless of the type of mst1tutxon they expect o

toé.ttend. : T o s

A

Actual costl‘ expected contribution and family' inc':ome.l ; Another

B

e

| thc relationshlp between the cost of poatsecondary education and expected
parental contr1but1on and the relat1onsh1p betWeen parental (.ontrxbutlon
‘and fam:.ly, mcome. Because cost and parental contr1butxons vary accm dmg

to the type of: in:titut:.o'n m wbmh __stuc‘_lenta_z' expect to e‘_nroll,‘ vthese. relat_mnslup?}f

were expected to vary by type Pf institution.”

s

- "~ Table 4,19' c::-uta.ihs the clate reflecting thes‘e 'rell‘a.tiohshi‘vps. It can be
seen that for m~state inetitutione the average total cost for attendancc is
}ughest for the private 4-year college Iollowed by other types of COHEgEb
»m this order: anate 2-—year colleges, maJor unnersm.es, and regional
: univerarties. It is realonable to assume that the public community c:olleges
» have the IQWeat coat although the actual c:ost f1gures were not ava, 11able
| Following earlier dxscusnon of the differences between the anr;ual
incomes of parent{a of prospe'ctiye‘college students, it can be ob'serv'ed
- that there is a wide veriation in family incorrxe by type of itnslitull ion. This

e

- yariation is more significant' when the ratio of expected parental contribution

to-the act‘ual cost and to the iucome is determined,




e T 'T5b1e 19
‘ Modians and Ratzoa of Average Cost; -
Expected Family Contributions and

© .

: **. " Median . Median
Ave. Parental Family
Cost 'Contrib}xtion " Incorhe
In State , o ; . ‘ R
Major Umvarsxty $2, 320 $1,038.0 - $14,248.5".
Regional Univer. 1,802 - 535.5 . 10, 830.5
‘Comm. Coll. . * 388,06 + 9,720.5
Private 4 yr. - 2,850 542.5 . 11,460.5
-Pr:.vat:e 2 yr. - 2,406 - 188.0  6,900.5 .
: OutofSta.te SR L e
- 4yr. College - 1,083.0 15,450.5
2 yr. College O 500.5 ~10,500.5
Other S 250.5 10,710.5
* Not Av;il_able -

vFa.mzly Income by the Type of Institution |
R Which the Students Expect to Enroll -

.
II-20 |
© I
]
‘,
a-
‘Median . Median
Parental Contribution:
Contribution/ Median
"Ave. Cost Income
L a47" 073
. 297 . 0409
C.190° . .047
~.078 7,027
. ‘ W R - R
- .070
. 048
.023




S , SR S 1103 T
, . 1 . . . - 7 o L .
'I‘hese ratlos luggest that parenta of prospectlve ma;or un1ver51ty

e

- students expect to provlde the largest proportmn of the actual cost of

-

poataecondary »educatmn (44. 7%) Moreover, the expected contribution
of major umvereity students u a substant:.ally greater proportmn of fam11y -

mcome than any other sn‘nﬂar ratxo except for those students plannmg to -

- -enter 4 year in:txtutxons out of state. Thxs data suggests that the parents

¢ " 4

.of prospectxve maJor umvers:.ty students have the h1ghest 1ncome, expect ‘

to make the highest contribut:.on to the- support of thezr offsprmg and expect

to saérifice a greater'pcréen‘tage of income to cover more of the expected
cost than the parents of students planning to attend any other type.of institu-

tionv ,

v e

| _ 'I’he greatest diacrepancy between act'ual cost and e‘cpected parental

‘contnbutmn is auocuted thh those students who md:.ca&ao/the;&would enter o
a prwate 7_,uear college. For these students the ratio bet‘weeo 'tv'he median h
.e'xpected contr1bt1tion and ave'rage actual cast was . 078 and the ratio between
- the mec’lian family contr:butmn and median famzly 1ncome was .027‘ 'I‘htis, s
Ewhzle the parentu of these students expected to contnbute the least amount
to the lupport of the student, their contrzbution Would be the smalleat
proportxon of mcome if mcome were the sole source of fm:mmal support.

The atudents plannmg to ent - the regional umversmes, co‘mmumty :
colleges and private 4-year Colleges reported sim:.lar moomea and expected
.contr ibutions. Somewhere around 5% of the family income would be the -

expected proportion of family income devoted to the support of the student.

63
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The use of m‘ediane ancl averages in ~tho analys:.s just doscribed

" : results in £a1rly crude eetimates whrch should be peneralued with- cautmn. L

5

Nevertheless, the analysxs suggests that (a) parents of the major umvers:.ty “

studenta make greater eacrifxces relative to income than- do other parents, ;.
(b) parents of maJor universrty studenta expected contr1but1ons W111 pay for

a grea ar proportzon of the cost- of postsecondary educatmn than the c:ontrl- .

butmns of other parente; and (c) the expected con,tnbutrons of parents of

prospcctwe prwate college studente do not cover 20 o "of the actual cost of °

postsecondary education, (d) and the expected Contrlbutlons_af_pa_re.nts__of__—____

prospective regxonal univeruty etudentv will not pay for about one~third

*

of the actual cost of poetlecondery education.

\

Reglrdleu of the type of 1net1tut10n in which students expect.to enroll
tﬁe expected contribution date etrongly euggest that parents are relﬁng
"“hcavﬂy upon pubhc or private sources of support for the edu‘c. ation of therr |
' c]uldren if their expected c0ntr1butlon is a fixed sum of money. cherwise, ‘
they will experience increasing demands on their own reeources when there

are lmuffident amounts of nonfamily resources available.

Expected Parental Contribution Compared to ACT's Financial Aid Program

What is the degree of congruence between the ex‘pected contribution

L]

- of Kentucky parentl as reported in the survey and their expcrted cont1 ibution o

Cas computed by AC‘I": (in preu) need analylie system Table 20 bwas

prepared to answer thie queltion.

Before the data in the table are discussed a pautionar\ note should -

 be raised, That is, in national need analysis systems, expected parental

contribution is determined independently of the type or cost of ‘the ‘i‘nstitutiun

L in which students expect to enroll. This obviously may not be true for the

\‘l‘ - L4

S B
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. 'I‘able zo e
Expactcd Parental Contrxbutxon by Income_
for Kentucky Parents and 1973-74 ACT
Natmnal Fmancial Aid Program Norms
T e . " t‘- L
Kentucky ) * ACT
N D - ’ r"_.v g v
o \ Medxun ' R
L ‘Expected - o Average
. 7. Pdrental S Parental
o Incgme i Con&rib?xtion Income . Contribution
$0- 3,000 o $88.0 70-2,999 126 |
| 4—091:-6—009 ———zeﬂ—ft—‘——3—em—fs 999 30
"~ 6,001-7,500 228.0 6,000-7, 499 - 289
7,501-9,000 443,0 _ 7,500-8,999 437
9,001-12,000- - ' 430.5 9,000-11,999 750
12,001-15, 000 565.5 12,000-14, 999 1,275 a
15,001-20,000 873.0 15,000-19, 999 2,122 !
. 20,001 or more ' '1,510.5 20,000 or more - 4,199
« .
v

H
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surveycd.. students» a,nd t‘héir pa'rents. ' Thu‘;, Whild'tlio-._duvtéz; in. Tabl-c,_? 30 AR

2 - b : ’

are mformatwe thexr foundatxons differu

Neverthelesa, thcre are maJor dxfferences that can be observod’

.

'I‘hey a.re (a) Kentucky parents w:.th yearly mcofnes of less than $7 500
" were reported to have expectatiOﬁs of greater Support than AC'I"s need

analyaie national norms for 1973;74; (b) in the income range of $.7, 501~

7
@

9,000 the parental ccmtrxbutlon figures are very s1m1lar, and (c¢) when

parental }fncome is greater ‘than $9 000 t'here is an mcreasmg d1fference

'betWeen expected contrxbutmn and AGT computed contr1but1on as income

»

. mcreases. Thus, if these parents were to cse a national need analysis

sys,teni to apply fdr. financial'auistance, it seems likely they would be

v

surpriled to learn of the dis crepancy betweengavhat theyv expect to contrxbute:
and what the heed analynil system md1cates what they shouid be abh, to.
contribute. So, the higher the income the greater the d1ffc1 once 'Jetween |

. theﬁtwted expected parental contr:.butmn and the average parcntal
cuntrxbutmn based on ACT 1973 74 Fmanc:.al Aid Program nnrms |
SR Summary. _I'he analygxs of data relatéd to expected COS‘L‘B, 'actcal

-

costs, e_xpected parental contributtcna and family income has been discussed

in the three p'recedin"g: sections. The res.u__lts e.f;t‘hc. avnalya_os éugg-est that -

there are wide'diffefences among these variables according to the type

' ¢

of mst:.tut:.on PSB seniors stated as the type they were most lxkely to

attend. .

Regardless of the type of institution, however, the sur oy sosalts 7 o

‘suggest that about one-half of the PSB seniors underestimated ri ¢ 4. tual

S 66 o




'-'All in all it could be= said that expected costs var1ed quite. w:dely from

T e o pu-z}: S

: ,:L")h( o[ ppstsec'(mdary educatmn by more tham $250 per year._ Tho s.,roup .

ERS e .

'uf studenta wzth the greatest dxscrepancy b,etween expectc-d ¢ nst and dctlml "

_cost were thoee planning to attend pr1vate Z-year c'olleges w1th1n Kentucky.. St

<
*

‘ Those PSB lemors plannmg to attend Kentucky maJor pub]u um\orsxtu.s

R ’ -

: were more accurate m then‘ Btatements of expected cost,’ yol ovor ono-

tlurd of these etudentl underestzmated the actual cost by mm e than $250.

s

actual cost and a conaiderable undereutxmatmn was typxcal. :

B T

- -

L ntrentt—and K’HE:U‘S providefrdafta useTin determmmg relatwnslups’ B '

~ oA

between average actual cost, med1an parental contrlbutmn, aud medmn

A,

’ fam:ly income by type of 1nst1tut1on. It was found that the ratxo of me.chan

& -

c“cpocted parental cOntr,ibutJ.on to average actual cost »arled acc'oxdm;z to.

type of mltitutmn. ' This ratio was ,447 for Kentucky maJor publu: univer -

s:ty prospective students, .297 for Kentucky regzonal pub]ic umversxty | ) '

prospective studente, . 190 for m-staf""‘nvate 4-year college prospectn ¢

*
students and . 078 for m—atate pnvate 2-year college prospectwe stuglents. v '

’I‘hus, the expected parental contnbutmne -would meet dxffc'rent prepnrtxons

of the actual cost of poatu:aondarneducatmn dependmg upon the tvpe of

.

mutitutxon their offopring was most hkely to attend,
. \

Moreover, the proportxon of i income of parents of Kentucky major

”

pubhc univerazty students that would be contrxbuted was ,073, I“uo percent

r

of the income of parentl of. proepmhvé regional \mzvornty. community

'college and prwate 4-year collegc prospectlve students would lu contribuger,

|

. 'Accordmgly, the pno;mrtmn of 1m, ome parents expected to umtmbuh saricd

5]

6/

w
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i

- _by thv type of msututwn then‘ offsprmg, planned to d:tl.(‘nd.

Ono fmal top1c was discussed 1n th1s clmptor. It w.u\lhc relation-

. Y X
ship- between vxpected parental contnbutinn as dete-rmin‘edby thv survey

and parental contr:butmn as it m:.ght be detern}med by ACT':, need analys:.s‘

o _systcm. 'I‘he d1fferences between the expected contr:.butmn f1g,ures by

family income were guxte large partxcularly in the nuddle ancl uppe #

income, ranges’ whcre the need analys.ls system's contrﬂ)utmn fxgm ¢s are

cuusxdorably h1gher. The contmbutxon fu.ures at the tower cnds 0[ the

'.bmc. ‘ome. distnbutmns also are dﬁ'fen,?zt but the need analys-s wstmns

™~ B S . . ' ¥ ., A 4
l‘u,urcs arc lower. o
. . *‘ - .
In conclusmn it could be sa.;d that PSB semors underestxmate the

‘cost of poatsecondary education, thc expected contrxbutwn of the pa rents

-

wxll not cover more than 25% of the actual cost oﬁpostseeandary cduca-
tion on the averag_e and there are wide differences in what parents expect to
contribute and what a nat:onal need analysis system would mdmatc they

*

should be a.ble to contrxbute. B ‘ . ) ) .

1 gy
Wi
e




“ e R CHAPTER W SRR
T e e SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS TR
[ 'I'h1~s 18 a’report whxch focused on; the 11m1t1ng factors w]uch

R

hypotheslzed to be related ’to the Outcomes of two 1mportant decxslons h

[

faced by Kentucky hlgh school semors. The dec1sxons were (a) to ente1

a.n occupatron o‘r to enter postsecondary educatmn, and (b) the selectlon

Ot . . S

PO ;' . I‘here are\aIWays l1m1ts thhm : vi-ch 'st‘udents'-maliefthé’s"é ‘tw ‘
. N \,\ . !‘ L

'decisxons. Thase 11m1ts Whlch were

'

th e top1cs of th1s report mcluded ”

(a) h1gh school currmulum, (b) hlgh school average, (o) parentaI

i
N

C

mc,o\me, (d) number of children m the farmly and the number of dependcnt . \ e

‘chlldren in postsecoudarx educatlon at the same tlme, (e) knowledge of
'. flnanc;al assvistance programs, and (f) thé‘ expected costs of *postsecondary
. education. 'I‘o determme the relatmnshlp between these factors and ’the ‘ .

outc omes. of the two decls1ons, KHEAA in c00peratlon wﬂ:h ACT surv eyed

4
u

a 10% raﬁdom sample of h1gh school semors in’ thé‘ Spr1ng of 1076‘. The

“ ﬂ ’ L -0 h. -
data collected in- the survey were analyzed by ACT and the rcsults x\ ore.
d1v1ded and reported in two chapters. T

’I‘he relatxonskup between the outcomes of tho transxt:on dec1s1on

. . o
.v - s

and the 11rn‘1t1n§ factors was dlscus‘sed in one chapter._ The othel maJoz RS o

iscwé‘sxon of the re;at1onshrps between the outcomcs of :
K . & ¢ oo ;S . -
. *ms.tltuttonal -cho,xc'f ;de-‘: 15,1_‘on a_nd th_e -li_miti'ng \-ari-ables.' '

: chapter was a

7

-
. E

L of a postsecondary mstxtutmn to attend e o LT e T




3 ) .
- ve? .
| . . The .Tr'a.ns-i"tioﬁ. Décvigibh,; ' ) R - .
thther Dr m)t semors plan to enter postsecrmdary ulm ahon d!t‘cx 3 O
T ’luz_,h school was fotmd to be related 'to (a) theu- lugh school <urr1culum '__j,‘ s

[ S _program (b) theu' hlgh school ‘av erage, (c) thelr famlly 5 annual 1ncomo

r. ; and (d) thon"expectcd cost pf postsecondary educatmn. ,Moreo/uw thc

2

( S relatmnslup between per cap1ta mcome and }ugh school avelage and the -
; ) 3

e g o H

. outcomes of thc transxtmn demsmn vamed thhm pa1 t1cular }ngh school 1

i(cul rxculum programs. Based on the da.ta presented m t-he second chapte re o

fxt can b(. stated that students w1th the followmg charactenstws, are under-' : :

s - _»'1 epresented among PSB semors in Kentucky as compared to the propottlon RN

(A I .

s '4o£ PSB senlqrs m the populatmn. o S G : C

._m' . . . oo - 4

Students m a 11 curr1culum programs except eollo;m pl cpa ratolv. _

- ’ &..Students w1th "C"_ or lower h’lgh sc}y)ol av crag.es; o

. _,v_l ~.

Studcnts whose, famlly mcome is less than $9 000 per. yea r.

| . " | 4. Students from(hzmhes w1th 6 or more chxldren. o .{ ' f
! ' v'./['here were. two fa,ctors Wthh the data suggested were not strong,ly related
- | to the outcomes of the transxtlon dec:1s1on. One was t};e number °f Chlld"e“ o
| ::n the fa.mtly and the other was knowledge of fmancxal as s1stance programs. 1
r’ .", :  ‘W’ith respect to the latter factor it-was obser.ved that fewe‘:'t than '10"' Qf th.“?-
- .’senl’or.s awer.e a_w,a're ’o_f',-:an}tjght\)rfev prograi‘x;.: : o -
SR J .. “ ‘ 'I’here Were rna;ked d1fferences between the expected costs of post-,«

. secondary educatlon both among and w1thm the, types of mstxtutmns student» ) )

-

SO 1nd1cated they would attend OB students who ind1c’ated they A ould attund .
S pub]n in- statc tommumty col’lop,e if ’thcy gWCI'C‘ to ontm pustwg onr](ny U '




'han d1d the PSB studcnte planmnn to

: cducahon. cxpected a, h1gher cust

EIa
¥

* )

o _ aJ:tend the same- mstxtutmn. ’I‘ho dwlfforence between ihu total ¢ \pmtul

: onst of 1~eg,mna1 umversxtles as stJted by OB aﬁd PSB' b" i

i _’tq\va‘fs ale({' |
« J q\ute dlffa:rent. Heve OB students |expected h:gher cnst ag;axln. 5 \’\
o L’ These'hxghe.r expect‘ed costls by OB 'st;dents were not d.lt'l‘lbl.lt@d touv.
lurtmn, bocrl;( a.-nd sxrppl;.es, ,and ll\kleg' e}enses. Ra&her thcxt were related

. -~

to clothmgmnd travel.- BT S | e o,
R ' “. S ':.'A"” C

All in all 1t could be~ sa1d that PSB students \vere from /famxheb o,

w1th hxgher mcomes, experxenced g'reater academu S\ICLeSb in Iugh

'/-. ] s . y
schonl Were more llkely’to have been in ccllege preparatory lug:h sv.hoc)]

' r/({ ,_p'ric‘gra_ms, "and_ expec'ted l_ower c_ost qf’ posts‘ec ondary educat-lon-othan OB

: e SN oo Y A ) S -
- “lgtudents. v Sl T
+ The Institutional Choice Decision . I R

- Most of what wae found -in the“im‘res'tigation of the transition .deci:sion .
. -1', R " . ‘
could have been accurately pred1ct§9 The same is true for the results of

e T

the study of the tran51t1on decision and the relat;,onsh:.pb bet\\fveen famxly
‘ mcom,e, expected parental contrlbzltmn, actual cost, and e\pected p'n ontal' AT
contrrbutwn by ACT's need analysxs system. T -

In the flrst of the three sectlons of the t}urd chapter it wab found

Cthat B S
l. Studénts in c—ollege preparatory programs in hlgh school were
» ,overrepresented in the groups of students planning to enter’ -

. Kentucky major publi¢ universities, private 4-year universitics,
. and out-of -state 4-year colleges. They were underropreseited

~in thé PSB seniors planmng to attvnd d]l otherw 1vpv< or |n~.nlu~i R

'.'thl‘lS- ) S R : . -
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2. ‘Seniors in- vocat1onal-techn1cal lugh school programs are.ove r'- -
represented in the group of PSB Sen1ors planmng tu attend
commumty colleges. LT o

3. Sen1ors in general and combmed and bus1ness and ¢ommerc1al -
high sc¢hool programs are overrepresented among PSB students
- plannmg to: attend reg1ona1 un1vers1t1es and commumtv collegcs. .

- «4, PSB semors with "A” and Hpg! averages are overrepresented e
S ~among students planning to attend the major public universities . = -
S in Kentucky and underrepresented among thoseoplannmg to.
attend reglonal unwers1t1es and Commumty colleees, o

5 Students W1th "C" averages are overrepresented in. reg1ona1 v--,f :
‘ umvers:.t:.es and commun:.ty colleges 1n Kentuck) o

-
N

(7. PSB seniors from fam;hes w1th less t‘han $12 000 annual
~income are underrepresented among those PSB. students L
plannlng to attend the maJor pub11c un1vers1t1es in Kentucky. e
7. PSB semors from fam111es with ] less than $6) 6000 annual ' :
income are underrepresented among ‘those PSB students * =~ = - -~
p1ann1ng to attend reg;onal un1vers1t1es in Kentucky. : f : _
8 PSB senmrs from famllzes w1th less tha $3,000 are und‘er
- represented arnong the PSB students plannmg to attend pubhc
: commun1ty colleges in Kentucky. . o

b In addltxon it was found that students expected to attend the type . *

C\L : ¢ . .'

of 1nst1tut1on they preferred to attend That 155 4o students reported

\ L : . . -

that they preferred to attend a pr1vate in- state un1ver51ty but expected

kS

to attend a pubhc un1vers;ty Sm’nlarly, no students reported that thev

<
-

WOle prefer to attend a un1vers1ty but expect to attend a pubhc community
college. Thus, the " results of the. survey suggested that there is some v

N congruence between preferences and expectat1ons in the cho1cc of a- collcge.

v
. . '
’ .

'l‘hls congruence was not evxdent in the relat1onsh1p between e‘cpected

Coats and actual costs of postsec:ondarv ed'ucatmn. _Ixu-fact_, 'ab:c,u,ut;.'x:tl:: as

-y T e ]
U

» -

all PSB_ ’s‘en,io\rs 'expe'cted' thé. ye‘m‘ly- c'ost to b‘e lower than the actual v
. L . . . Cos LI . B Vel v .o .

. . '

LT e R




RV

$250 or more. A'nd" in generai, the rt-'sults imﬁly .t.h'at"tho'i rv.--.'sp(;nd'vnts.'\xrierzf~' N
v not \oly auurate in then' estxmates of’ the cost 01 postsoc und.u‘y cducdtum.] -
B It was fuund in the second chapter that OB students expected ]ugher total o

. costs than the PSB students.' Thus, xt appears as though the OB students

- ) .v s
B v - -

made more accurate est:.mates than PSB semors. T

B : And fmally it was found that on the average parenta apparently do

not expect to contnbu'te more than 7% of the:.r mcome to the support of

then‘ PSB off:prmg durmg h1s f1rst year out of hlgh cchool Even tlus |

pcrcentage dropu to 5% fot parents of prospectwe regwnal uni crsﬂ:y,

pubhc community college and prlvate, in- state 4~ye'ar_ coll‘ege students,'

o Moreovcr, low income parents expected to c0ntr1bute greater resources - °

Wdents support than ACT's need ana1ys1s system would indicate
they should 'b‘e-abl'e”to' c:ontribute.~ Conversely, ‘m1dd1e and upper mcorne

farm.hes were reported to have expected to contnbute substant:ally less

BTN
, ~ﬂ i

than A.C’I"s need analysxs aystem would mdxcate they should be able to .

o
- . - ”

" contr;bute._ - ‘ - ,' v, hd - P T C ,‘-‘ e
In summary, it can be said that the survey has 1dent1£1.ed somie. '

ma;or and 1mportant dlt'ferences among students plannmg to attend differ ent

typep of po:tsecondary mst1tut1ons. In fact,’ students with cortam charac~

termtms and experxences were found to be underrepresented among

o

students planmng to attend dlfferent typ es of mstttutmns.‘ \Io‘reover, the

o

- w1de dmpantxes between expectc-d <~osts and actual costs nf poqtam ondarv

vducatiun and c-\'povtod pa vental © mﬂt 1butmn and . nmpuh-d pd Font \l con- .

!";_ t-nbutmn suggout;l ha-_t sp;cclultc achons,._lw takon. to balined these Jauvers,
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BTalances is bnyond

What actzons will result in cyorrecting all of the,aeg
‘ Y

/7

. ‘.the data collected in the su}rvey. ‘Thus, this__r_ei&g‘igf

i A

én. relevant to the

A

‘\\/

N , . Z Sict
- '.usue. Nevertheleas,' it ha}u proqued basic apfqrm%f%

_.-~
~ A

,'cnrrent relatmns}up between varz T “11m1tmg“ }{actors and the transxtmn.
N

\r 4

‘ decili@s and ihe matxtl;hqﬁ\al oace decxsmns of Kex;éﬁckyi"lugh‘sz.hool

i
1

g maemors. S \ e ";\sfi,ifl\_ e G
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