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ABSTRACT . ?

This is a report on th notives of North Amerlcan
Indians in holding their athletic games. Data weré researched from
"Annual Reports of the Bureau of American Fthnology" published
between 1881 and 1933. Anthropologists, ‘artifact collectors,

Flartlst—wrlters, and historians provided primary evidential sources «a

for athletic game motivation. Included were the major North American®
Indian games of archery, snowsnakes, hoop and pole, racket, shinny,
and doubleball. Five general motives resulted from the research. They
a\iegehgambllng, amusement-diversion, ceremonial observance,’ increase
- of physical powers, and development df moral .attributes. The data
indicated -that gambling, the wagering of stakes or me implements,
wvas a highly significant motive of the North American\ Indians for
holding all athletic games. All other motlvee/}éfe of’minor\or
insignificant importance. (Author/RC) N . o
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Prob]em
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ic cu]tures. Beg1nn1ng in earlier centu¥1es,

b, .

esei?shers have 1nvestigateq;%nd.reported:the'games,

trait 1\\h1\

scho{§~s th

espec1a11y athletic games;.dfrpast'celtures and have built up a

body of know]edge concerning those cu]tures and games -

@

Interest in the Amer1can Ind1an 1s of more- recent vintage.
f

As the sports histor1énkjs concerned w1th the motjves .for particij

pation in athletic. games" in éntiquity and ih the more receﬁt past,’ N

so too is he concerned with the mot1ves of the . North American Ind1an ;
\ N
/ : -
for p1ay1ng ath]et1c games, / : L

The probTem under inyestigation concerned itself w1th.ascertajnihg
the_motives of:the North;AmerﬁEanrlndians in holding their athletic:
games. The pr1m3ry°broj}em ‘had two sub-phob]ems One coneerned'
the poss1b1e Tinkage of 1nd1v1dua1 games with spec1f1c mot1vesﬂ %15” 

is, did spec1f1c mot1ves tend to relate to spec1f1c games? The;

»
second sub—prob]emﬁTﬁvm]ved the manjfestation of the motive in-

the cu]tére-:the manngr in which the motive -displayed itself.

x4

Limitations

There were a number of limitations 1nherent 1n the study
(1) Recogn1z1ng that North ,American Ind1an games 1nc1uded«f
both games of chance and games of athletic skill, this;
study was restricted to ath]etic game motivation. ;

(2) Athletic games that were included for study were limited
: to-the games of archery, doubleball, hoop and 901?1 |
racket, shinny, and snowsnhake. )
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Procedure and Definitions .,

-'2- . . " . ' . . '.'.
, R . . l
(3) The source of-’ co]]ected data was 11m1ted to accounts
- appearing in the annual reports of the Bureau of
. 'American Ethno]ogy o ‘
| “(4) The assessment of mht1ve was Timited to" ‘motive ver1fy1ng‘
: statements by the authors of the ear]y accoants
ut11lzed as source material. ’

2

/whose'observations were 1nc1uded‘1n the Annual Reports, provided

e

Data for this 1nvest19at1on were researched from all annua1

reports of the Bureau of American Ethno]ogy, Smithsonian Instition

_These forty-eight Annua( Reports.were pub11shed.from 1881 to 1933.

Ethnongists,_artifact co]]ect§;s,‘artist-Writers, and historians,

-

primary ev1dent1a1 sources for o&taining author stated motTves of

various Indian tribes for ath]etio games. The Annua] Reports produced
)
ninety-nine (99) motive ver1fy1ng statements for North: American

“Indiam ath]et1c games. ?

Those athletic games of the North Amer1can Indian 1nc1uded
this 1nvestigat1on comprise games noq all popu1ar1y known; the.
essence of these games fo]lows - » ’ ‘ Y

(1). Archery, A game* p]%yed w1th arrows, darts, or ana]ogous

- - objects” Which are shot or-toSsed at. a target

(2) Doubleball. A*@ame in which two balls tied together are
. tossed with a stick toward a goa] .

(3) Hodp and Pole. A game of throwing a pole at-a moving
. target consist1ng of a ring or netted whee] '

(4) bRacket. A game of tossing a ball through the air >

~toward a goal with a racket. - . '
. : B .
(6) Shinny. A game of striking a ball ‘with a club toward
a.goal. L ) ) .
(6) Snowsnake A game of s11d1ng Jave11ns or darts upom
. %$he ice, %ard snow, or ground to see which will go

arthest |

Vo 3 N :
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~ times, women and children. ‘ ' .
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Results " - .
Y
Five genera] motives resu1ted fromothe research' they were:- :
gamb11ng, amusement d1vers1on, ceremon1a1 observance, 1ncrease of
physical. powers, and deve]opment of mora] attributes. ‘Regard1ng
these motives, the fo110w1ng results are 1nd1cated' .
(1) Gambling was a _highly significant motive of the
‘North American Indian for ho]dang all athletic :
games . . = : y
®

From a total of’ninety-n%ne (99)‘9er1fy1ng references,’gamb11ng
was listed as a motive for athletic games in eighty-two (82; 1nstances
vThe number of times the next h1ghest rated motive was. listed was
eighteen (18). | .

' (2) Common forms of gambling consisted of the wagering
of stakes unrelated to the game and the wagering
of game 1mp1ements C

Articles wagered included almost every art1e1e of manufacture o
_or trade and were of considerable value: At times the combined “
.va]ue‘pf wagered articles exceeded one thpusand do]]ars.q Items
~of clothing included leggings, moccasins, headdresses, beadwork,
buffalo and beaver.robes, and .worked garters. Decorative items
included necklaces, earrings, shells, feathers and vermillion.

.Shields, bows,'arhéws, and khife scabbards;were wagered. Pipes,

dishes, bowls, and awls also. Ponies were wagered and in former

When gambling consisted of the wagering of game 1mp1ements; the /
winning antagon1sts received the actual game implements of the losers.t
Arrows, darts. Javelins and poles were the game 1mp1ements wagered.

(3) In the ball games--racket, shinny, and doubleball--
gambling cons1sted exc]us1ve1y of wagering stakes.

9
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Racket es%entia]]y Was a men's game and sﬁﬁnny and doubleball

Lo
4 »

‘essentially were women's games. Both meﬁ’and women wagered high

'

~* stakes on the ball games. : | B E

(4) The wagering of game implements was most c]ose]y
associated with the game of archery.
(5) Both forms of gambling, ‘wagering of game 1gp}enents
. and wagering of stakes, were found in the Snowsnake
. - and hoop and po]e games ’

(6) Minor motives of the North Amer1can Indian in p]ay1ng
‘ athletic gdmes were (1) amusement or d1versmon and
(2) ceremon1a1 pbservance.

" The d1vers1on past1me mptive was €1ted in seventeen- (17)

instances of the n1nety nine (99) references and the ceremonial

-

Lo ob?%rvance ‘motive was cited in eighteen (18) instances.
X ;'_‘ k7)) The diversion-amusement-pastime motive was most: év1denﬁ
N in the game of snowsnake and was present in archery,
, doub]eba]], hoop and po]e, ‘and racket
‘ (8) The game of ghinny 1acked d1vers1onar motive.
(9) Ceremonial motives existed for archery )\ doubleball,

hoop and po]e, racket, and. shinny, that is, all games
except snowsnake.

N " The hoodp and pole 'game manifested the ceremonial motive to ah_'

‘higher degree than the other cited games.- The most-cqmmon ceremonial”’

,purpoee for ho]d1ng a hoop and po{e g%me‘waé tewsequre Tuck and

» ‘ . - P} - . '
celebrate success in calling and hunting the buffalo. In general,
1 . . . "

o archery, douhleball, hoop and pole,. racket, and/or shinny were :

©

heTd as public games,:in early times, to ensure luck, and suctess
in the harvest, hunt, and war, ‘to keep s1ckness away and to promote
healing; and to enterta1n at public occasions), feasts, and festivities.

/ (11) Ins1gn1f1cant as motives for p]ay1ng athletic games
by North American Indians were (1) increase of physical:
. powers and (2) development of moral attributes.

g
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. Racket was the only North American Ind1an gamg of the Six

- 1nc1uded in the study which was played for the puﬂbose of deve]op}ng j
/the physical and mora] attr1butes of .strength,

. courage.

. & X3 ™
.Conc1usﬂdn -
‘--_//ﬁ;2ed

endurance, and

/ ‘ ' '

L4

pon .the accounts from which the data were drawn; it

seems to be é 1- but impossible to overstate the.1mportance

of gambling as

athletic games.

1mportance.

'snakes, hoop and pole, racket, shinny .and doub]eba]] al

their preem1nent motive the practice of gamb11ng

The North American Indian games of archery, sncw-

motive of the North Amer1can Ind1an Fbr holdtng
A]] other motives were of m1nor or 1ns1g 1f1cant

~

had as

-~
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