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v l " The task of hulanlzlng Shakespeare for high school

senlors is not simple but may be done in’ a variety of ways, all .
intended’ to arouse student interest; curiosity, respect. and fchdness
for the Bard. Giamicks such as bnlletln board signs, pigtures, maps,
charts, and Jritings -attract attention, as do letters to local -
ngvspapers reporting informally the Shakespeare class or club
activities, always treating the playwright as_ awcnntenporarxrirlendr_
Each tera's selection of plays for study depends on ‘the Shakespeare,
schedules of ,several theatrical cospanies.so that a number of plays
-ay he .seén on ‘stage {by bus travel to the theater.loctatiomn) or on °
teievrsxon. Also effective are student references to bgth critical
works and humorous literature gbqut _Shakespeare, inforsal discussions

- in class or on buses en route ’ o Qr from plays, listening to records,.

-viewing f11lstr1ps or movies, apd ‘acting in class or fpr special
‘assemblies. In addition, the Folger Shakespeare Library's
"Newsletter® and "The Shaﬂesgeare Newsletter™ from Kent. State

.University also help students to Dbecome enthnsxastxcally familiar

with Shakespeare. (Ju) / . ¢
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“Totus mundus agit histrronem.' Yes, *All the wq;;d is
v

= stage” seems to ba applicable to my 20-week Shakaépeare
~ A -
electiva course whare thih La*in mot to 13 prlnted in beld |

.
\ . . . PO P

lettera on the uall nver my desk.j R ©. s,
. | Newcomars stop and stare,at it while trying to figure e »ﬂ Aff
out its translat.on., Only whqp we do As You Like It ard coma o 4

g, 1

‘to J?sques’ speech do these linas ragistgr Fully.f This - sign L .

. 19 not ‘the only gimmick -to arouse, curiosity and awakean 1ntarest
s bs r

-~ in the study oF Shakaspaare and his plays. So are the constant

e changlng oP pictures. posters. drawings. writings, maps, and &
1. , charts -- in fact, all the miscellansa on avery possibkﬁ wall
Sy T and QUlletin ‘board. ‘ . . |
.n . N . ‘ 13 . . , _\
. From term to term tha room eppears  to ba assuming an -
. ’ \
n increasingly dafin{?e atmosphere purposaly designed to attract

B . . ’ \
. \ B anrd rntrigue incoming students, and at the same time, the para- .
. ‘ ‘ ‘dl )

,phprnaliaRscattdred 1n sﬁrategic locations are so a;sociated'

with Shakespeare that you can slmost reach out, and feel him - 1 i
o 7. thers in alhhis greatness, brilliancef‘and warmth - : '

’ !

Yat. this is gc simple task humanleng aha&aspeare -,

the prlncinal dramatist of all time == tp today's hlgh school e

seniora, whan - to be realistic, I knou eome.ﬁf the ungaasoned.

. 8

unpurified, or‘uninﬁoctrinatad' Ftowningiy beéin*bhis course in

a fit ofeﬁqubt”or £h ah air of schoolboy melancholy, and even
P g . . e o .
’ ¢ N . . ’ s

L P

*0f Binghamton Cantral High Scﬁool.‘ This paper. wes presented
-at ‘tha Annual Conference of the New York State English Council
in Singhamton; Vew York, May 4, 1974, - : o
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© Merlid's wandg.nor p 1 hase & oackes full of megic fermulas. J

.. L U sl
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ia o+ mone eolemicell r Flkosasee g, nfartuietely, (tdo sob ur

depend . mcstdy an engénderirggthair,ouricsity and interast by thair
- . ’ < . \
emulation of my fondness Foﬁxéhel3a;d. Evarything 1 say and do
i ¥ 4 “ . X ~
g ' :

I find mysalf being asked by my colleagues who also present

-

pextainq ty friend W1lliam‘

-

cluda tha teaching of Many other strands of English) for sug-.

gestionsvgnd for the usa of various tearhing aids on the Bard.

3
I am very hoppy to comply with such recuests because gﬁaring
/

material ﬁﬁ ideds leads to a wider awareness, appraciationz and
4% more sured prohotioo of presant and future ﬁeachingjof Shakes=-
:'Soé éf Iodoed.:it is pieaeanp to think that in oua time under-
ciassman in thess English classes‘will eventuolly‘baspme membo}s
of the Shakespeare alective. 2 . p *
I never refer to Shakespeara as Mr. William ShakeSpeare.
In oy effort to humaniza him, 1 often :oFeT to Shakespearo as

one might to a friend. * As ar examole of this subtle means to-

catch my studentst attootion, I froquently writa:on local Shakes-

‘ psare doings to the Letters to the Editor Section oF'Binghamton s -

\

two newspapprs, The' Jhe Evening Press and The Spn-Bulletin. dota the -
Familiarity in the ex/;rpts of these la&ters:,'

.
Friend William Shakespeare would
have been proud of thd unusual sights
¢ and sounds recently taking place at . .
- * N 5145 - 6i00 AM. in ffont of the = .
LT .  darkgned educational inatitution at S ,
Y .. ) 31 Main Street, Binghamtony as well ‘ .o
’ as later in the town of Woodstock.
. New York. :

‘ T e7g tha‘Editor. The Sun-Sulletin: S

Shiﬁaopearg in their yearly 11£7coorses {which, by nscessity; ih‘kj
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‘" In tha chilly, sun-léss hour, a- .

group of spmé.thirty‘sleapy»eyed but-
cheerfully chatty Central youngsters -
huddled ‘tégether waiting for 2 chartered

:bug which would trarsport them to Wood-

stock to sea a Shakespeare play with
curtain time schedulsd at 10:30 A.M,

. ~Soon we were on our way, galloping
along happily, thinking and talking about
friend Wildiam in ugual exciting antici-
pation., Did it matter to us which pley
we were traveling three haurs of highway

- - sat such a nd%ry hour to sge? - No, not

%Blly [ ] [ L ] . A N
’ . AR < R . \ ! ¢
Luckily, we arrived early esnrough

N

. to walk about this quaint art colony. o«
~and ‘partakegf—f#dsh coffee end buns . . .

. - : . { o« '
In anbthar'latégr gpout'a trip to Joseph Papp’s pro- .<

duction of T@s\Tahpasi at yincoin Centur.‘Nbd’quk‘C1ty.'in

part I w?ote:'

After the play, I visualized discussjons
about the play Julius Caesar on the ride
back.. . . I pasBed s Jotebook and pen .
to the first bay, oo théybus who, after
Jotting down his reactidns td the play, ., .
the trip, or on anything he wished, "1i:' .
tutn gave it to’ his heighbor. And so .-
on, until thHe last one. on the bus had =
hoted hie thoughis . . ', How discerning 6;

‘were -their®young ramarks! , . .

. One chap:qrdta:‘.'lt was an edychtibn-
fun day!” Uhat élgse is desirgd from our
youth than a relaxéd congeniality while .

experiencing learning from Shqkeapaarg? ° .'.:

- »

* Through the transcendent'norldlineasf

. I play a dua]l role -- teacher and
Shakgspeare trip planner . . »% .- )

'of\azr steadfast friend, the British-Bdvrd,’

m ~
" e Admittedly, all on the .bus n;ge
not "sold” on friend William, even thaugh
the majority were. As for thé yet uh-

»

b seasaoned, grumbling ones (brought along

for initiation reasqpa), they were ‘not
fully convinced that they had made the ,
right decision” in giving up a. Sunday to_
travel back and forth on the same day

-~

T, . . .
Ld
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. Juat td sge “this thing of Shakes-
.psara’s.” And not to do it on 8 school N
day, at that!

, Ah, but little did they know (what:
plans were in the pffing to break through '
their 10-foot wall of impassiveness. To
make the dent required more timg, effort,
tact, and & Joseph Papp production. ‘

Dn return we leafed ‘tHrough tho text, 1« '
now assuming a third dimension quality of ' e
vividness and familiarity, and when out o ' .
of the immortel pages, Ariel leaped about
in response to Prosperyo's commands, Prince
Ferdinand caressed fair, fragile Mirands .-
to his breast, Trinculo giggled likg & o :
. ] : "nied ninny," and the storm roared.on in .
d ‘ clapping thunder and crackling lightning
. ' streaks, the miracle happened: . the con-
- * wyersion, the finsl aceeptance of_ Shakes-
e T peare. .Habitually, then, friend Williedf
. .winked and nodddd s vingly ot the
sutcess of another’stratagy.

~ N -

As can be gathered fypom. the latters, "my’ kids aro"takon .
on bus trips to see current ShakoSpeare productione. uaually at |
the Amarican Shakespeare Festival Theatre at Stratford, Connec-
ticut; the Natxonal Shakespeara Company at Woodstock. New. York;'
‘Joseph -Papp*'s Lincoln'Ceptar in New Yark City, and to local
qﬁfTbge campuses'(suﬁ}' Bingoomton. and éroome £dmnﬁnityitollego).

and.wharovor elss we can get ta, e

.
LA

Since I.use the G. B. Harrison text comtaining Shakes- o

pesre's. complo&P works bho problom of aver ordering taxtual
A 1R, .
material is disponsed with.~ Evarythiné needed 1& in one volumo. -4

.}n an instent wo ‘cad turn to anothor play. Somotinao 1? we flﬂd

’ pe ® s * ¢

e one not goiﬁg ‘wall 71 might say.-'Lot s drdp it’ for "NOW o Wa 11

' ,como back’ to it lator.- What‘would you rathor do?"

1

e L. '1r Oonoqpo crios.out, Tha Meg Y W1ves os ﬂindsort. uoll.
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“Tble at SUNY'—ainghamton- and The Merry Wives of windsor and

- 1 | ’ ' .r \ 1 N . .
' , . g for’
vouoea, Lokagc av.o. Lowc i schadules Fram savetdil

v K ’ . . . . . < ’ . e

nFE
theatrical campdnias and sach veart uvasz ay ovyjuﬁiad terJ'ﬁ

play 3e'ecilons on what we will attand. La t term includ?ﬁ

- far e*ampla. thres stags, ve;sions oF Hamlet (one in New Yaork

Lity by . the Roundabout Theatﬁa ?ompaqy. aQothar by the Depant_a
Mant.oF Theatwer at SUNY,.Binghamton, and the third,a TV pres-

antotion;‘ﬂuco Ado aboﬁ;.Nothing. by Joséph Papp on TV; Winter's

<

Anthonx ard Cleogatra at Stratford. Connecticut)

Although this piocedurg can ba exhausting, the unoxpectEH
~offarings are oxclting. It is a chailenge to do playa aeldom\
‘read in a high schonl course. of study. I am, tharafore. con= .

atantly kept “on oxgtoss. -Bften I taach s.play that I never -
studied fully, so- I must “dignin‘.too. .
' I try different teohnioqe;:“ Here are e few taoks asked
of the class: .&rit;ng raoponses to provocotibe’topics; rof;ri
ting to the critjcal works of masters of crititism on Shakes-
peore -= Samuel Johnson, Marchette Chuta.‘Haroid C. Goddard,

. -3 . . . . .
" Mark Van Doren, Maynard Mack, G. Wilsen Knight, Dere% Traversi, |

['4 ‘ .
A, P, Rosoiter. Arthony’ Burgsss. Louis 8, Wright Caroline

‘ .t \
Sputgaon -- to name a salacted fauw; discussing in an informal

\

class circla \:sues d%rived f:pm the plays; listening to records.
3
viewing Film sirips ahd movies, acJ&ng in cless and in the schbol

‘ aUditorium in specially planned asssmblias: making contemporary )

a

. newg atories on, say Macbeth, . tiﬁng in wi&h prooent times.‘ Just

“the other day -on comple\ing Julius eaboar. a group composed a

. nawspaper called The Forum-guogtgrlz.

By contrast to shom tho surpriaed Bouotoao thot *I can '

’
. . .
- 1
N4 .
. N
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taco TE o3 they ahaocid, te2,” Ltorn Lo lignter Jlitsratwrs, Ny
»
. : LT o . o
the shoefing 07 Shaxespears. FOr hxample, wo laugh eroughj»
r

James . Thurbar's "The mnchc h Murder W/ctery.‘ “Twistsd T-alas o

-~

from ShakGSpeara," bv wlchard Agmour, ahd Robert Qanh1°y S

-
e .
<

-

"Ldoking Shakespeare Over.” j{(n T

-

O ,Even to Face the agaiess questxon hgad-on whether or

“e ) ' ’.

not it was Shakespeare who wrote the plays, I give the class T,
N .

ccplas of Rxchard Bentley ‘ llzabethan Whodunit”, which pre=~ j,

sents the facts concerning the identity of William &hakdspeara .
and asks that the réadertrender-his verdict. Was T Shakes-

.« peara? Fpancis Bacon? Chmistopher Marlowa? Needless to say,

e W

N

tha moot court trlal Wlth)pteSldiﬂg )udge, layyers, jury, de-
. fandant uitn§§ses. spectators,latc., orovide a stormy session.
The latest verdict? , SHAKESPEARE WROTE THE PLAYS! THREE CHEERS
FOR SHAKESPEARE! . L o | | -

- When the spgctacuia} Much hd;iwas shown #n TV laét season

and again this April,‘my.kidsvware told to sit g}ued‘to their

TV sag.evsn though we.were then inholved with Jwelfth Night

'a d plaﬁning uUrf@nhUal Shakespeare Festival Program. Busy?

f . , : ~
} - . ‘

YésP\\Happy? .Exorbitantly) . S .

< _ ,
- With. audio-vxsual eq ipment we can play ‘back our stage :

- ‘

~ parférmances. Doing this %fves us hours of anlightenmant with ,}J

~
much ensuing laughter.upon seeing QUTSBIUBS'aS would-bse Shakas- , 7

&>
-

: : . i

pearean actors, but sometimes we applaud somébhe'a "g;eat'scend.“

’ We're in touch with the Folger Shakesneare Library in .

. -

wéshington,oﬂ CenAnd aﬁ‘fpn the mailing list of 1its "Vewslettet

;l Then there 1s The jhakespeare Vewsletter. issuad every aix weeks

.

. by Louis Marder at Ként State Universxty, Kant Ohio. Rncently

- ‘e, s

A . . . f"""!‘

. ) H . ' . ’ i X [N . ..
. ‘ . .o . . . 1 AU - . LN ’ : ’ -
R r oo | _ N
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Ted twrT oo o mulhoaver fge 57z coagestanQlub and wambers will Soln

ol llunents oaskespasre lulic 1ad hezuans ““"wﬂ“w“ﬂ’4plsai o -
*wben 1rthony Burkrs,, the amiagnt Brlglsh novplist an.t
. /\o
Jhakpqpqare scnplar and lacturar 3 Few years agovwhile teachxng

-

,at Prlncatoo Unlversity, wrote.in a«Mew York. Times article S.a. -

students ertar [bollegij English departments knowing pract*cal?y
no‘ﬁing about Shakespearex somabhing is wrong. evidantly. in
the high schools,' my classas were affronted and.urged me to ‘

defand our position. I dild. They aesiated‘me in ptaeantigg L !

S T

L.

argumants ina langthy letter to Mr, Burgess who latgr replieds .

. _ o ~when I said what I did about o .
. - Shakespeare in high schools, I was, I L s
suppose, distilling ‘at second hand #hat . . I
. ‘I had heard from so many professors and - Lm0
e . students «es I'm naturally deltghted to N
. hear of the trouble and imagination .you A i
lavish on the teaching of Shakespears,. J o
and I was impreased by that schedule of - :

' epproach ...” / . -
On’ being asked to give a talk on.. ShekeSpearé at West K -

, T vy

Junior High School to eighth g¥ade Studonts, Qafeplied, saying:'Fw;” .

B * R

"Yes. L!Ll be glad to cona. but: also mith my ShaKQSpEare group. o
r‘ - ey ,r\é,.;.

| They® 11 do scanoe from Hamlat.\ gbab and Rgmeo and Jugiet. ‘ -“:;63

They can do ¢heir take-off on Julius Cagsar callad “Et Tuti zg ’ h ,%g.

Brutil"v What batter way to present Shakaspaaro to youngqters '} oL

than through thair oun enthusiastic pesrs? S0 much bette; éhan ’

) Formal addreas by mel “ "From the mouth of babes .;.' ;ﬁ:§ ‘ 3f
"I have yet to go to Stratf’ord,. England. but will only S

make. thia {2yrney accqmﬁ/;red by‘py boya and girla. I. d%uldi;
. s -~ . . o ».
, . \ . _ R .

’
.

.

©h . . - ’

o - . sy \

*tnglish Highlights, Scott, Foresman'® a\aews Periodical for 9th .
through 12th Grade English Teachers, March - i1 1973, vol. 29, -
“No. 2. Py ¥hakespesre clas® activities were w 1tten up in this .
issue mnd tho Burgossv,ffair is diacussod‘ §

’ . * 1
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no! want’ Lo xeap, 59 murh ,lce°u-a.'o mfs lf- I want'tb anjdy

‘their raactions alaen .Wiuh my'Qwn. “°11 I can sa 15 thatamy
g 2 Y

. ' 3
kids_ and I are so steepad in the living world of Shakespeare
‘that.no. wonder he is yery much alive to us, -

In short, whether ﬁa ars rsading together pf separately,
diséussing 8 contfﬁversial point 1n qu98t16n. doiﬁé asbign&d\

resaarch iron1ng out a program. atranglng a bus trip. or Just

chatting on mhataver is angrossing us at the momant theaé

"bard-o -philas admiu Finding life with w1lliam absorbing.\
s \
 Dur1ng mid-semester collage breaks, year after year: Former

!

student. friendaw%e}&~me~tha%~they~Fg}t—uaii“unippuv“tn“fﬁTlaga'“””
’to St“dy 5hak°599°r9~ They blushingly racall=aaglder fediings‘f -’

4

-on wllliam.’ ' ,4, r - R

+

'The fact that ShakGSpeafa is ever'relevant. 1 frequehtly

. " v -

.ask: How can Shakeepeara be considanqd doad?

In a muted voice I usually’ answer that only his bodily

»
3

remains have gone. We have his worka which touch on every human

\

aSpect'of”ﬁin -= love, hata, faar, ambitiqn. pity. remdg§q! ;

i

..

Jealousy.fttaasun. batraypl humpr. or what yoy will.
f”How can &uch/p wrzter be thought of as so much inhuman
< .

_dust? 1In tha words 07 hi's. own. ana;ytical Hamlst it can be
said of w1111am Shakaspeare.: . \_' ‘

fy;~' o 'What a\piece of work 1is Cihia] man!
23 . how noble in resson! how-infinite in
5§f . | ‘ faculty!l in form~and moving how express ‘
& o *'ahd sdmirsble! . in’ actioq how like an o

ahgéll,‘ih apptahanidn how likg a god!

- " the beauty of ths @6}16}' ;Hé baragoﬁ'of
v ) ; e
L . ( “animsls| .p)o,' P R . |
-'.5:“g‘,nf . i;.fj"*3? S «ﬂ“Vi. e P
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and aiy works, angd

pe1rqdna in my classroam where I reign 8s. champion of the aternal

bslievers of npone othar thanvyour friend and my friend gentle

will.”

£aac h and subule ha:ﬂlﬂnq q?

in the dpliharata hypﬂotic setttng of ahaxes-h

genlus, I anite. cajole, twist, ‘and tuTn doubtars into conffrmed

. -

ye






