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I. ABSTRACT

THE EARLY CHILDHOOD AT HOME PROJECT IS DESIGNED TO OVERCOME ACUTE
ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND EDUCATTONAL PROBLEMS OF CHILDREN IN REGION VIII

OF WEST VIRGINIA. THE COUNTIES IN REGION VIII ARE 211 THE HEART OF
APPALACHIA WHERE LOCAL RESOURCES ARE EXHAUSTED LEAVING MINIMAL SERVICES
TO NON-HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. THIS PROGRAM PROV/DES,SERVICES TO PRESCHOOL
AND HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. A TEACHER AND A PARAPROFESSIONAL FORM A TEAM

mica WORKS IN TOE HOME. THERE ARE POUR TEAMS. TROOPTHEITAMI INSTRUCT
HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AND TWO INSTRUCT NON - HANDICAPPED CHILDREN: /N HOMES

OP BABY SITTERS. THE TWO TEAMS INSTRUCTING HANDICAPPED CH/LOREN WORK WITH
THE CHILD AND PARENT IN DEVELOPING AN INDIV/DUALIZED PROGRAM TO. MEET THE

CHILD'S EDUCATIONAL AND THERAPUTte NEEDS. EACH TEAM SERVICES APPROXIMATELY

TWENTY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. THE REMAI4ING TWO TEAMS INVOLVE NON.-
HAND/CAPPED PRE-SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN BEING CARED FOR IN THE HOME OP A

BABY SITTER. THEY WORK WITH 33 BABY SITTERS AND 75 CHILDREN. THE

OBJECTIVES OP THE INSTRUCTION ARE COGNITIVE AND AFFECTIVE DEVELOPMENT OP.
THE CHILD. THE PROGRAM INVOLVES THE PARENTS AND THE. BABY SITTERS IN THE

EDUCATION OF THE CHILD. THE TEAM MAKES A moot OP ONE VISIT' PER WEEK TO.

THE CHILD'S HOME TO WORK WITH THE CHILD IN THE PRESENCE OP THE PARENT. OR

BABY SITTER. THE PARENT OR BABYS/TTEH CONDOM PRESCRIBED ACTIVITIES WITH

THE cum UNTIL THE NEXT V/SIT. ALSO, A CHILD SERVICES.SPECIAUST wow
WITH THE TEAM IN SECURING. SPECIAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN NHHN THOSE' ARE

IDENTIFIED. HE SECURES ASSISTANCE PROM sum AGENCTES AS HEALTH, MENTAL

HEALTH, AND WELFARE. SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE IS AVAILABLE THAT AN "AT NOME"
APPROACH TO EARLY EDUCATION IS EFFECTIVE WHEN PARENTS ARE DIRECTLY INVOLVED
IN THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN IN THEIR Noma ENVIRONMENT. PARENTAL
INVOLVEMENT IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS or HANDICAPPED CHILDREN HAS CHANGED
PARENTAL AND COMMUNITY ATTITUDES TOWARDS EDUCATIONAL LIMITATIONS AFFECTING
CHILDREN. THIS PROJECT HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR REPLICATION INTO VARIOUS,
SEGMENTS OF QUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS WITHIN THE STATE AND NATION.



ZolealtriaLiDae

July 1971 through June 1974

B. boding Amounts

1. Planning Grant None
2. let Operational Year $72,000 Title III Sec. 306

$15,000ARC
3. 2nd Operational Year $130,000 Title III Sec. 306

C. Target Pomlittoll

1. Geographically Region VIII consists of eight eastern counties of
West Virginia, namely, Jefferson, Berkeley, Morgan, Hampshire, Mineral,
Hardy, Grant and Pendleton Counties.
The target area includes 120,600 persona thst inhabit 3,490:squaw .
miles of mountainous terrain with a population density of approximately
35 persons per square mile. 'Characteristically, 79.52 of the
population dwell for the most part in non-farming rural hamlets or
villages.

2. The participating population is that of forty handicapped pre-achool
children and their parents in two geographical Clusters with one
in Jefferson and Berkeley Counties and the second in-Granti Hardy
and Pendleton Counties. Also approximately seventy-five non-
handicapped pre-schoolers and the Babysitters (35) are located in one
unit in western Berkeley and Morgan Counties and the second unit in
Jefferson and Berkeley Counties.

3. The age group. served are ages two through eight Years in the
Handicapped Unite and ages two through five years in the two
Babysitter Units.

D. Description

1. Proiect Concept

The Early Childhood Education At Home Project is designed to overcome
acute economic, cultural and educational problems of children in Region
VIII of West Virginia. Local resources have beers exhausted in providing
minimal services to non-handicapped children and services to pre-echool'
and handicapped children have been almost non- existent. This project is
an attempt to demonstrate that Early Childhood Education cacbs-cOnducted,
in the home for handicapped and non-handicapped preschool children which
directly involves the parents'in the education of theii children in` their
natural environment. The presbechoel years are the crucial years of ,

development for the child 40 intervention in a rural *IMO area
PPI-achOof chlldren is Vital.
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(3) Show significant improvement in facets of adjustment as measured by
the Child Behavior Rating Scale.

(4) Demonstrate significant social development.

Peyote

(1) -4040tAtice-ot the early childhood education project by parents of
both non -ha capped and handicapped children.

(2) Significantly g eater parental involvement in planning and carrying
out activities r children under their guidance.

(3) Improved unders ing of the role of the parent in the education Of
the child.

(4) Improved understand of the development of the child,
,(5) Improved understanding and acceptance of handicaps of the child.

Material' .

(1) Materials currently available will have been located and reviewed by
the staff for use with children.

"(2) Areas of need will have been recognized and established for materials
acquisition and/or development.

(3) Materials will have been evaluated in the home environment.
(4) A compilation of curriculum plans will exist at the end of the year.

Acti4tiesio Achieve Obieclives'

A. lAnele
Two teams are to be utilized to identify and treat handi0s000'
children (ages 2-9) in the homethe type of handineOtreatW
will include trainable, educable, physically handicapped and
emotionally disturbed. The team will work with thC041,440
the areas of lognitive, affective, and psycho!.notOr-44Wities
The team will also work with the peyote to helP:theA beenme
effective participa04 in their Child'e education 804 therapy.
Each team will be responsible for developing an indtVidualiZed
progran for twenty (40) handicapped children and their parente.

B. Non- Handicap Sitter

Two teacheplaraprofessionel teams will be utilited,to work with
non-handicapped pre-school age children who are being cared for
outside their home by a non-certified baby sitter. Each team
will be responsible for working with twenty baby sitters and
their charges. Activities include not only cognitive and
effeOttve development of the children but also to change the
baby sitter's role from a 0090441 to an educational one.

C. ajtrotcrimet....biIdorilSiriaSitters

Specific training will be given to parents of handicapped children
by havfniirMeetinge to discuss-childadevelopment and educett6nal-
techniclues to be utilised by the parente.wit4 their 0110406
044itg parents of handicapped-chil4ranwiti be designed td lead
to attitudinal change toward_liiiiiig Conditions a:4444

c_141.
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D. MAllallt

Materials will be evaluated by the major concepts their objectives,
skills, activities, age group and cross-referenced for versatility
for utilization of materials.

4, MYAMIORRAIE1111

The purpose of the evaluation design is to determine to what extent
the objectives of each component and the entire project have been

'achieved. The contracted services of Educational Research and
Development Associates, (PANDA) West Chester, Pennsylvania is being
utilized for program evaluations. They are responsible for the
following:

(1) Evaluation design
(2) Instrument Selection and Development
(3) Training of Testers and Data Gathers
(4) Statistical Analysis and Interpretation
(5) Technical Report to Project Director
(6) Non-Technical Report to Project Director
(7) Involve Staff and Advisory Council in Evaluation
(8) Expanding Evaluation Design to Include Unique Objectives

II. EXPORTABMTY

A. Introduction

The project is exportable. With the mandate in Special Education
by 1974-75 in serving all children ages three through eighteen--.---
through State appropriations this increases the feasibility of
replication of the "et home" approach1or pre-school handicapped
children within the State. Also programs forryounger children
being emphasized nationally throUgh Child Development Programs
could utilize the "at home" approach with Babysitters. Any
portions of the project could be replicated without destroying
its effectiveness.

B. Context of Program,

1. The School:System.- The participants in the Early childhOod
Education at Uome Ploject are situated in foUt loOoti940
within an eight county area with two geogt004001 0$40tOV
areas of haoclio0PPO4 0'04400 and two 1100404401 0100tOr
areas of AabYettOirgi Approximately 115 childro 00:7$
parents and /or babYlittet0 are included as pOrti4$P0000
within the ptogram. Presently preschool prograislor children
below age fivo or programs for handicapped children are now,
existent via West Virginia. In a rural area where ttent..
portation is expensive for center activities the "at home"
.Apptqach for ,401.000catio0 LS effectiVe.'

Special- Pastors fot.0044deration

Any porttooHof the-project could be vegiceted Ott'or-ii
its entOity.- the "at home" aPpreache6U14he replieeti4 ina' lots density area.
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C. Erearam Description

1. Scope. The Early Childhood Education At Home'Project has two
major thrusts - one working with preschool handicapped children
and their parents in the home and a preschool thrust for non-
handicapped children in the care of a babysitter. A teacher
and a paraprofessional form a team which works in the home.
There are four teams - two teams for the handicapped learning
unite and two teams for the babysitter learning unite.

The objectives of the instructive for the children are cognitive,
affective and psycho-motor development of the child. The
program involves the Parents and Babysitters in the education
of the child in the child's natural environment.

2. Activities. The team makes a minimum of one visit per week
to the child's home to work with the child in the presence of
the parent and/or babysitter. The Parent or babysitter con!.
ducts prescribed activities with the,child until the next
weekly visit. Toys, games, and materiels are left with the
babysitter along with an educational agenda to be followed
until the next visit.

Seminars and training sessions are held periodically for parents
of the handicapped where'parents are instructed in the techniques'
of working with specific children. Also a series of work-type
seminars will be held for the babysitters to expand their
knouledge of child development and methods and techniques to
be utilized with young children.

A Child Services Specialist assists in the diagnosis of
learning impairments and assumeb responsibility for Setting
the child toexistant remedial service agencies.

3. and Pre-service,training is
required for a complete understanding of the operation ¢f the
learping units by all Personnel before the program is to go
into operation. Periodically in..serviee training is-offered
that is scheduled according to the assessment of need. Innovad-
tive techniques, ideas, and research are Presented to the
staff as a portion of the staff development component.

4. Facilities. No special facilities are required for the program
except for apace to store materials and for a small office on
location for the Professional and paraprofessional. The
instructional component is conducted in the child's or babysitters
home. Community facilities can be utilised for seminars and
meetings.

Haterfalarkt.
A minimal amount of materials is required to replicate any
porticin of the project. Some specialize4Materieli are
utilized in the Handicapped Unite but teed tint -be beyond the
resources of eay't,E4A. No +alai ,qui0444-le needed fer
reWeetion. AAny-of"the made

ingenuity of the perfOnnei, *der early education
mater .ale such' as" any,- cut Osibitia4 ere.
001414-uilid 'frost retutif program for-fpie year olds

"



6. tadecusslAtt,

First Operational Years 1971-72

$72,000

$15,000

Title III section #306

A.R.C.

Second Operational Years 1972-71

$130,000 Title III Section #306

D. Cost Effectiveness Analysis

1. Developmental Costs

No planning grant was requested. With minimal cost the Region
II,Curriculum.Improvement-Center staff with Technical,Assistance:H
from ERANDA drafted .the proposal for project Operation.
Technical' Assistance was apart of the $72,000 operational grasit.

2. Operational Cost After Installation

The major cost is the salary of professional and paraprofessional,
travel and materials. Administrative costs could -be absorbed

- into the LEA in operation of any portion:of the,"at note _

program. This. project will be modified and adapted in LEA
program upon expiratiOn of Title'III.Section #306 funds.

E. Evaluation

1. Strategy - (See Section I D4 On page S,).

2; Visitation.. 00-site evaloatioss.ere-cOndUcted by WOO* two
days per month throughout the operational phase of the progrift
with reports submitted for the implementation of the Orojea,
interims and.final evaluation. The West Virginia E.S.R.A.
Title III and State Department of Education .also Conduct ah
on -site evaluation of the project at the end of each operational;

3. tkcji_tileiatt. Analliic Systems, Incorporated of Vienna,-
Virginia conducted the Program Audit during 1971-72 operational

year.

During 1972-73 the Audit ia being conducted by Dr. David
Pestoulii of Educational Research ana Field Services:of
West Virginia University.

3. Afnticipated outcomes' (spin off) which significantly sind
Affect participant Oetf6eMancti-.-

-.a. patent. Ur/times

4AkentelliVc-heequie aware of set0i4.4*.t ha444401)*0
ana stir0Oing area 10-the prospect of 00



their child into school vhen the child becomes sChool age.
Parents are requesting of the LEA's that all Children be
provided in the schools even with handicapping conditions,
through public support of epezial educatien:intothe schoole
programs for children with special handiest* are being developed

b. Babysitter Training

One Vocational Technical School in Keyser, West Virginia is
considering the featibility of training Sabyeittere through
Vocational Educatio4, The Welfare DeptutModt has been
interested in, this model for consideration in their programs
where they purchase day-care in homes.

Other Programs

This project hat been surveyed by the State Department of
EdUcatiot'end similar programs are being considerectfor
Handicapped pre - school children through the Covereor's .y.

Interagency Council for Child Development, ,Within Region VII;
we have instituted another Handicapped Unit modeled after the; =

Title III in. Mineral and Hampshire Counties under ARC and'
Social Security Title IV.A funds.

We hsve had reeuests for information in
from all over the nation.., :'A group from
Virginia spent'time with 4s lu learning
Unit in order to replicate it under ARC
have received.

d. Interagency Cooperation'

regard to this project,
Big Stelie 04.- ',,-

04Ut the, kandicep00.
funding that kbey,

We haVe had the excellent coeperation-of coMmun4ty With,
ServiCeit Miatallealth'SerVices; and Public Welfare. Our
Child Services Specialist *optics in cooperative effoit with
all these

For additional information contacts

Mrs. H. JoAnn Richards, Director
Early Childhood EducationAkt Home Project
Curriculum ImProvesent Center
R.E.S.A. VII/

615 West 448 Street
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401


