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I. ABSTRACT

THE um CHILDHOOD AT HOME paoazcr 1S DESIGNED TO OVERCOME ACU'I'E
ECONOMIC, CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS OF CHILDREN IN REGION VIII
OF WEST VIRGINIA. THR COUNTIES IN REGION VIII ARE IN THE HEART OF =
APPALACHIA WHERE LOCAL RESOURCES ARE RXHAUSTED LPAVING MINIMAL SERVICES
TO NON-HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, - THIS PROGRAM PROVIDES SERVICES TO PRRSCHOOL .~ '
AND HANDICAPPED CHILDREN, A TEACHER AND A PARAPROFESSIONAL FORM A TRAM ' .
VHICH WORKS IN THE HOMBE. THERE ARE FOUR TEAMS. TWO OP-THE TRAMS msmc'r
" HANDYCAPPED CHILDREN AND TWO INSTRUCT NON~HANDICAPPED CHILDREN IN HOMES -

 OF BABY SITTERS, THE TWO TEAMS INSTRUCTING HANDICAPPED ‘CHILDREN WORK' wm o

THE CHILD AND PARENT IN DEVELOPING AN INDIVIDVALIZED PROGRAM TO MEET THE = =

'CHILD'S EDUCATIONAL AND THERAPUTIC NERDS, EACH TEAM SERVICES mnom«mx
TWENTY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN. THE REMAY JING TWO TEAMS INVOLVE NON- - '
HANDICAPPED PRE~SCHOOL AGE CHILDREN BEING CARED FOR IN THR HOME OF A
BABY SITTER, THEY WORK WITH 33 BABY SITTERS AND 75 CHILDREN. "THR = @
_ OBJECTIVES OF THE INSTRUCTION ARE COGNITIVE AND AFFECTIVE mm.omm or
THE CHILD. THE PROGRAM: INVOLVES THE PARENTS AND THE BABY SITTERS IN THE -
EDUCATION OF THE CHILD. THE TEAM MAKES A MINIMUM OF ONE VISIT PER WEER ro
- THE CHILD'S HOME TO WORK WITH THE CHILD IN THES PRESENCR OF THE PARENT OR . '

BABY SITTER. THE PARENT OR BABYSITTER CONDUGTS PRESCRIBED ACTIVITIES wrm :
THE CHILD UNTIL THE NEXT VISIT. ALSO, A CHILD SERVIGES SPEGIALIST wonxs
WITH THE TEAM IN SECURING SPECIAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WHEN THOSE ARE
IDENTIFIED, HE SECURES ASSISTANCE FROM SUCH AGENCIES AS: HEALTH, MENTAL
HEALTH, AND WELFARE, - SUBSTANTIAL RVIDRNCE IS AVAILABLE THAT AN "AT uonn" N
APPROACH TO PARLY EDUCATION IS RFFECTIVE WHEN PARENTS ARE DIRECTLY INVOLVED
IN THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN IN THEIR NATURAL ENVIRONMENT. PARENTAL
INVOLVEMENT IN THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS OF HANDICAPPED CHILDREN HAS CHANGED
PARENTAL AND COMMUNITY ATTITUDES TOWARDS EDUCAYIONAL LIMITATIONS AFFECTING .-
CHILDREN, THIS PROJECT HAS IMPLICATIONS FOR REPLICATION INTO VARIOUS
SEGMENTS OF QUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS WITHIN THE srm. AND NATION. -
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S directly 1uvolvea thu parents’ 1n the‘educa

‘Project ngggg Dates

July 1971 through June 1974

Funding Amounts

1. Plannins Grant None

2. 1lst Operational Year $72,000 Title IIL Sec. 306
$15,000 ARC

3. 2nd Operational Year $130,000 Title 111 Sec. 306

Target Population

1. Geographically Region VIII consists of eight eastern counties of L
West Virginia, namoly, Jefferson, Berkeley, Morgan. Hanpshire. Hiueral.‘ :
Hardy, Grant and Pendleton Counties. .
The target area includes 120,600 persons that inhabit 3,490 square - o
miles of mountainous terrain with a population density of approximntely”‘
35 persons per square mile, Characteristically, 79.5% of the
population dwell for the most part in non-farming rural hamletm or
villages.

2. The participating population is that of forty handicapped pre—achool
children and their parents in two geographical clusters with oae
in Jefferson and Berkeley Counties and the second in Grant, Hardy
and Pendleton Counties. Also approximately seventy-five mon-
handicapped pre-schoolexrs and the Babysitters (35) are located in ome
unit in western Berkeley and Morgan COuntiee and the second uuit 1n
Jefferson and Berkeley Counties. ,

3. The age groups served are ages two through eight years in thev _
Handicapped Units and ages two through five yeara in the two Co
Babysitter Units, ‘

Degctigtiqn
Ptojegt Concept

The Early Childhood Education At Home Project 1s dgsisned to ovarcoma ;j
acute economic, cultural and educational ‘problems of children in Region

VIII of West Virginia. Local resources have been exhausted ia provid
ninimal services to non-handicapped children and services to pre-sch

and handicapped children have been almost non-existant. . This P
an attempt to demonstraie that Barly Childhood Edueation can . be
in the home for handicapped end non«handicapped preachool chil
on of their _childs




(3) Show eignificant improvement in facets of adjuctment ea measured by
the Child Behavior Rating Scale.
(4) Demonstrate significant social development.

Parente

(1) —Acteptance- of the early childhood education project by parents of
buth non-handicapped and handicapped children.

(2) Siguificantly éseatet parental involvement in planning and carrying -
out activities far children under their guidance,

(3) I:prov:gdunderet:hei:: of the role of the parent in the education of
the ch .

(4) Improved understand of the deVelopment of the child. ‘
'(5) Improved understanding and acceptance of handicapo of the child.

| terielg

(1) Materiele currently aveilable will havé been loceted and reViewed by‘
~ the staff for use with children. o
"(2) Aress of need will have béen recognized and established for neterielc*l"'
acquisition and/or development. | .
(3) Materisls will have been evaluated in the home euviroument._ N RERTIRE
(4) A compilation of curriculum plans will exiat at the end ef the year. S

-3 ctivities to ch ev b veg .
A Hagdieggged - At gome ﬂ‘,‘,..‘l’,fié

Two teame are to be utilized to identify end treat handicapped‘;ig 4
children (ages 2-9) in the home. The type of handicap treated
will include trainsble, educable, physically handicapped and
emotionally disturbed,: The team will work with the child in R
the areas of sognitive, affective, and psycho-motor activities., = =
The team will also work with the pareiats to help thea become - .-
effectiva participants in their child's education and therapy., '
Each team will be responsible for developing an individuslized =
program for twenty (40) haudicapped children and their patente.‘ o

B. ggn-ﬂagdicegged with Babz Sitterg

Two teecher-pereprofeceionel teame will be utilized to work with
‘non-handicapped pre-school age children who are being cared for
outside their home by a non-certified baby sitter. PRach team
will be responsible for working with twenty baby sitters and
their charges. Activities include not only cognitive and
affective development of the children but also to change the
baby eitter s role from a cuetodiel to an educetional one.

C. s inare for Parente end or Ba s ttet

i ispecific ttaining wiii be 8iven to parente of handicapped ehild o
,..,<,:;;by»havi ‘meetings ea‘dtgcu °hiid'dﬁv'1op ert dnd edusatid
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Materiale will be evaluated by the major cdncOpto their objectives,
skills, activities, age group and cross-referenced for versatility
for utilization of materials, '

4. Evaluation Strategy

The purpose of the evaluation design is to determine to what extent
the objectives of each component and the entire project have been
"achieved, The contracted services of Educational Research and
Development Associates, (ERANDA) West Chester, Pennsylvania is being
utilized for program evaluations. They ara responsible for the
following: I ‘

(1) Evaluation design

(2) Instrument Selection and Developmant

(3) Training of Testers and Data Gachers

(4) Statistical Analysis and Interpretation

(5) Technical Report to Project Director

(6) Non-Technical Report to Project Director

(7) 1Involve Staff and Advisory Council in Evaluation

(8) Expanding Evaluation Design to Include Unique Objectives

EXPORTABI.ITY

A+ Introduction

The project 1s exportable., With thé mandate in Spécial Education

by 1974-75 in serving all children ages three through eishteenww*““”“‘Q*

through State approrriationa thie increases the feasibility of
replication of the "at home" approach for pre-school handicapped
children within the State. Also programs for younger children
being enphasized;nationally through Child Development Programs
could utilize the "at home" approach with Babysitters, Any
portions of the project could be replicated without destroying
its effectiveness., . . ‘ T

B. Context of Program |
1. The School System: The participants in the Rarly Childhbéd

Education at Home Project are situated in four locations
within an eight county area with two geographical cluster
areas of handicapped children and two geographical cluster -
~areas of Babysitters. Approximately 115 children and 75
parents and/or babysitters are included as participants
within the program. 1y ol progrs ,
‘below age fiva or programs for handicapped children are mop~
existant with West Q&gs?xln_éf?ﬁf!kiétgg_ﬁhggg trang

fol centegégégivitiéi‘t at

Presently preschool programe for ohildren <




C. Program Description

1.

2.

3.

4,

Scope. The Barly Childhood Education At Home Project has two
major thrusts - one working with preschool handicapped children
and their parents in the home and a preschool thrugt for non-
handicapped children in the care of a babyeitter. A teacher
and a paraprofessional form a team which works in the home, .
There are four teams - two teams for the handicapped learning
units and two teams for the babysitter learning units. -

The objectives of the instructive for the children are cognitive,
affective and psycho-motor development of the child. The. L
progran involves the Parents and Babysitters in the education
of the child in the child's natural environment, T

Activities. The team makes a minimum of one visit per week -
to the child's home to work with the child in the presence of -
the parent and/or babysitter. The parent or babysitter con~ = = -
ducts prescribed activities with the child until the next . -
veekly visit. Toys, games, and materisls sre left with the
babysitter along with an educational agenda to be followed

until the next visit, DI o

Seminars and training sessions are held periodically for parents . -
of the handicapped where ‘parents are instructed in the techniques
of working with specific children. Also a series of work-type =
seminars will be held for the babysitters to expand their
knowledge of child development and methods and techniques to

be utilized with young children. L o

A Child Services Specialist assists in the diagnosis of .
learning impairments and assumes responsibility for getting
the child to existant remedial service agencles. -

Preservice and Ingervice Training. Pre-service training is .
required for a complete understanding of the operation of the .
learning units by all personnel before the program is to go

into operation. Periodically in-service training is offered
that is scheduled according to the assessment of need. Innova=
tive techniques, i1deas, and research are presented to the

staff as a portion of the staff development component.

Facilities. No special facilities are required for the program
except for space to store materials and for a small office on
location for the professional and paraprofessional, The o
instructional component is conducted in the child's or babysitters
home. Community facilities can be utilized for seminars and
meetings. , P




6. Project Budget.
. Firet Operational Year: 1971-72
$72,000 Title 1II Hection #306
$15, 000 A.R.C. |
Second Operational Year: 1972-73
$130, 000 © Title III Section #306

D. Cost Effectiveness Analysis

1. Developmental Costs

No planning grant was requested. w1th minimal coot the Region ,*;
I1 Curriculum Improvement Center staff with Technical: Aseistance.
from ERANDA drafted the proposal for project operation. - - ’
Technical Assistance wes apart of the $72 000 operational gtadt.v;

2. Operational Cost After Installation

The major cost is the salary of professional and psraprofeesiona;
travel and materials. Administrative costs could be absorbed
into the LEA in operation of any portion of the "at home"
program. This project will be modified and adapted in LEA
program upon expiration of Title III Section #306 funds.‘

B. Bvaluation
. 1. Strategy - (See Section 1 D4 on page 5.)

2. Visitation, On-eite evaluations are conducted by ERANDA two R,
days per month. throughout the operational phase of the prograt ;ig
with reports submitted for the implementation of the project, ‘
interins and.final evaluation, The West Virginia E.8.R.A, S

_Title III and State Department of Education also sonduct ah -
on-gite evaluatlon of the project at the end of eaeh operational
YGAf- ' ; L , _

3. Audit Repott . Analytic Syotemo. Incorporated of Vienna e
Virginia conducted the Program Andit during 1971-72 opexa 1oua1*ja

: During 1972—73 the Audit io being conducted by Dr. David“
and rma Setvieee of
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“ d."Interggencz Cooggration | f B
" We have had the excellent cooperation of commun

~ Services, Mental Health Services, and Publié We fare.» Oy
 Ghild Services Speclalist works in cooperativo effort “1tﬂ>v

For additional information contactt

“interested in this model for consideration in their proarama‘?i
’ where they purchase day-care in homee. frf;. . B .

' Other_ Programs ‘ » i o L
" This project has been survaved by the sgate Departnentqot

from all over the nation, A group. from’ Big Stone’ g:pa
Unit in order to- replicate it under Akc~£

their child into school vhen the child becomes sohool age.
Parents are requesting of the LRA's that all children be
provided in the schools even with handicapping conditions,
through public support of special education into.the schools
programs for children with epecial handicaps are being developed

Babysitter Ttaining

One Vocational Teehnical School i Keyser. weet Virginia is ,
considering the feasibility of training Eabysitters through’
Vocational Education, The Welfare Depa:twent has heenm .

Bducation and similar programs are being considered’ for
Hendicapped pre-achool ‘children through the Oovefnot s e
Interagency Council for Child Development: Within' Regionkv,,i'
we have instituted another Handicapped Unit ‘modeled after thi
Title III in Mineral and Hampshire Counties under Akc:‘od
SOcial Security Title IVqA funds..\;’; ; '

We. hsve had requeats for information in resard this projec

Virginia spent 'time with s in learning ab&ﬁ:,théh
0g that

have received. =

all these agencies. .

615 Hest Kiug Street

Mrs. M, JoAnn Richarda. Director

Rarly Childhood Education At Home Project
Curriculum Improvement Center

R.E.S.A. VIII : :

Martinsburg. West Vitginia 25401



