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FOREWORD

This volume is one of a series of handbooks prepared by Foreign
Area Studies (FAS) of The American University. designed to be useful
to military and other personnel who need a convenient compilation of
basic facts about the social, economic. political. and military,
institutions and practices of various countries. The emphasis is on
objective description of the nation’s present society and the kinds of ,
possible or probable changes that might be expected in the future.
The handbook seeks to present as full and as balanced an integrated
exposition as limitations on space and research time permit. It was
compiled from information available in openly published material. Ant

,//extensive bibliography is provided to permit recourse to other’
{_published sources for more detailed information. There has been no
attempt to express any specific point of view or to make policy
recommendations. The contents of the handbook represent the work
of the authors and FAS and do not represent the official view of the
United States government.

An effort has been made to make the handbook as comprehensive
as possible, It can be expected, however. that the material,
interpretations, and conclusions are subject to modification in the
light of new information and developments. Such corrections. -
additions, and suggestions for factual, interpretive, or other change as
readers may have will be welcomed for use in future revisions.
Comments may be addressed to:

~

The Director

Foreign Area Studies

The American University
5010 Wisconsin-Avenue. N.W.
Washington. D.C. 20016
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PREFACE

In 1971 the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was in a state of
unprecedented -fluidity, accentuated in part by a still obscure but
apparently momentous political struggle that occurred in the summer
and early fall of the year. This crisis, which appeared to have involved
key national leaders, was probably connected with the country’s
continuing fforts to stabilize the domestic condition and to
restructure external relations, both of which had been disrupted by
the violent turbulence of the Great Proletarian Cultural Rzvolution
(1966-69). According to fragmentary clues that could be pieced
together in November—research and writing for the present Area
Handbook for the People’s Republic of China was completed in
October—the political status of Lin Piao may have been affected
adversely by this political infighting. Lin Piac, minister of national
defense. deputy Party chairman, and Party Chairman Mao Tse-tung’s
officially designated *‘successor.” was variously reported as either
ritically ill. purged. or even dead. If true. the implications of this
wrn of events for the immediate future of the PRC and for the
outside world remained unclear. Lack of reliable information imposed
a serious limitation on any attempt to outline even the most tentative
assessment of this new situation. which was as unéxpected as it was
dramatic. .

Whatever the case. many Western observers increasingly suspected
that the PRC’s leaders were split in their debates over priorities
among major national policies. These debates were apparently focused
on. among other things, the Chinese Communist Party’s traditional
but currently tenuous authority to command *“the gun' or the armed
forces: the relative emphasis to be placed on economic development
as opposed to defense buildup; and the place of the Soviet Union and
the United States in post-Cultural Revolution foreign relations. The
outcome of debates on any of these issues might well be influenced by
the retirement, removal, or demise of any one of the handful of aged
national leaders, all of whom had been in positions of power for more
than two decades. -

The current Area Handbook for the People's Republic of China
replaces the 1967 Area Handbook for Communist China, which was
prepared by a team headed by Frederic H. Chaffee and included
George E. Aurell, Helen A. Barth, John H. Dombrowski, Neda A.
Walpole. and John O. Weaver. The authors of the present volume
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have found it necessary to redo completely all but a minuscule portion

of the earlier edition. partly because the 1967 volume ‘was prepared
. during the initial phase of the Cultural Revolution and partly because

a number of new. critical studies on mainland China became available
» after 1967.

The Area Handbook for the People’s Republic of China is an
introduction to the very complex and little-known world of mainland
China that includes a quarter of the world's total population. It seeks
to present the dominant aspects of social. political, and economic life
as objectively as the availability and current state of knowledge on
this society permit. Sources of information used include scholarly
studies reflecting various disciplines and perspectives, current
journals, Eriglish translations of Communist Chinese materials, and
materials in the Japanese language.

Grateful acknowledgment is given to a number of persons for their
contribution to the present study’ Johh™W. Henderson served initially
as team chairman. and Eston T. White wrote Chapter 7. Living
Conditions. Special thanks gn to Professor Harold C. Hinton of
George Washington University, who wrote Chapter 10. Political
Dynamics. The authors are also deeply grateful to the following China
specialists for their generous help. comments. and advice: Nancy E.
Bateman. John Philip Emerson, Robert Michas™ Field, Edwin F.
Jones. Marion R. Larsen. Peter G. Smith. and K. P. Wang.

_Responsibility for pfesentation. errors, and omissions is.” however.
entirely that of the authors,

A glossary .is included for the reader’s cenvenience. Wherever
possible, transliteration for Chinese words.follows the Wade-Giles
system for the Mandarin dialect, modified to eliminate diacritical
marks but retaining the apostrophe to indicate aspirated consonants.
Degartures from modified Wade-Giles spelling have been made in the
case of a few words—for example. Taiping (Wade-Giles: T ai-p’ing)—
that have long been familiar to Western readers under other
romanizations. The United States Board on Geographic Names,
United States Department of the Interior. Gazetteer of Mainland
China, No. 22, Second Edition, Washington, D.C., 1968, has been
used for the spelling of Chinese place names.
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COUNTRY SUMMARY

1. COUNTRY: People’s Republic of China (PRC). Established 1949
after expulsion by force of the Republic of China (Nationalist China)
from mainland. The PRC regime is in control of the country with the
world’s oldest continuous history and civilization dating back to the
second millennium B.C. National capital: Peking.

2. GOVERNMENT: Unitary system with nominal division of powers
into executive. legislative, and judicial arms. In practice. until the
mid-1960s the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) was above the
government; ultimate power rested in Party’s Polithuro (Political
Bureau). Extensive breakdown of Party and governmental machinery
during the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966-69) resulted in
significant transfer of power to the People’s Liberation Army (PLA).
In 1971 political situation was highly fluid and volatile.

3. POPULATION: About 800 million in 1971—world’s largest.
comprising roughly one-quarter of world population. Approximately
80 percent rural, 20 percent urban. Estimated annual growth rate 2 to
2.5 percent, with population expected to reach 1 billion by 1980s.
Major ethnic group. Han Chinese (94 percent): some sixty minority
g-oups constitute 6 percent of total population.

4. SIZE: About 3.7 million square miles: third largest in world. China
Proper (see Glossary) 40 percent of total area: remainder in Outer
China (see Glossary). Approximately 13.210 miles of land borders
shared with twelve neighbors: coastline of approximately 3.500 miles
bounds east and south.

5. TOPOGRAPHY: Three major regions: northern. extending from
the Pamirs.and Tien Shan mountain system in the west to Greater
Khingan Range in east and encompassing Sinkiang Uighur. upper
Ninghsia Hui. and Inner Mongolian autonomous regions and northern
Kansu Province—mountains, ranges, plateaus, low-lving basins, and
deserts; western, encompassing Tibetan Autonomous Region,
Tsinghai Province. and wéstern Szechwan Province—some of world’s
highest mountains ring great Tibetan Plateau, which has tableland
over 12,00 feet high; and eastern. consisting of China Proper and
Northeast China—characterized by landscape of fertile valleys

interrupted by low mountain ranges. Great rivers flow eastward to the-

sea.
6. CLIMATE: Great regional contrasts. North China is dry with long,
cold winters, much of its rainfall falling in short span in summer.
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Northwest China is extremely dry, with great seasonal extremes of hot
and cold. In lower Yangtze River valley area, w...ters shorter than in
north, and rainfall greater and more evenly distributed. In southern
and southeastern tropical and subtropical coastal areas, annual
rainfall high and winters warm and dry. In Southwest China, in
Yunnan Province, climate is temperate on the plateau, although area
lies partly in the tropics; in Szechwan Province, protected by
mountains to the north, climate is warm and moist year round; in
Tibet, rainfall is sparse. falling mostly in summer, winters extremely
cold, and temperature cool rest of the year.

7. LANGUAGES: The-Han speak a number of related Sinitic
languages known collectively as Chinese. Major form, Mandarin, is
national language; other forms regional, in spoken form for most part
mutually unintelligible but using same. ideographic writing system.
Minority ethnic group languages belong predominantly to Sino-
Tibetan. Altaic, and Austroasiatic families.

8. RELIGION: Among Han, primarily folk religion eibracing
Confucianist. Taoist, Buddhist, aid animist elements; Mahayana
Buddhism popular in Yangtze valley. Islam practiced by under 3
percent of population, primarily Han but also some minority ethnic
groups. Christianity has small following. Among non-Han, many
animistic cults. (Proselytizing and many other religious activities

discouraged or banned by government. although freedom of religious -

belief guaranteed by constitution.)

9. EDUCATION: In 1962 about 90 million primary school pupils. 15
million secondary 'school students. and 900,000 in institutions of
higher learning: estimated 60 percent of rural youth and much higher
proportion of urban vouth were then attending school. After 1962 a
major reorganization of education transformed all full-time schools
into part-work part-study schools. stressing vocational training with
great reduction of time allotted to academic work. All schools closed
in mid-1966. Primary and secondary schools resumed after one or two
vears; higher institutions remained closed four years; some colleges
and universities reopened in 1970 with reduced enroliment. Literacy
among adults estimated at 40 percent.

10. HEALTH: Life expectancy estimated at fifty-two years in 1971;
death rate estimated at fifteen per 1.000 population in 1970.
Noteworthy improvement in health of population since 1960 because
of large-scale pest and disease eradication campaigns and better
sanitation. Health care in rural=areas is responsibility of People’s
Communes, with costs borne by member dues. Severe .hortage of
modern doctors; since mid-1960s much use made of *barefoot
doctors”—medical aides trained in first aid and treatment of common
ailments using modern and traditional techniques.

11. JUSTICE: No formal codes of civil or criminal law or procedure
since 1949; legal processes are flexible with enforcement dependent
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upon current political and ideological considerations; much use made
of governmental directives and administrative regulations. Highest
formal judicial body is Supreme People's Court, supervising three
levels of subordinate courts. Parallel structure for public prosecutors. .
headed by Supreme People’s Procuratorate. In late 1960s and early
1970s PLA had effective control over administ~ -on of justice

12. ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS: Country divided into twenty-
one provinces, five autonomous regions (provincial-level areas given
special status because they contain sizable minority ethnic group
populations), and three municipalities—Peking, Shanghai, and
Tientsin—which, because of their populations and importance, are
administered direciiy by the central government. Country is divided
into elevea military regions, each having one or more military
districts and each milicary district being coterminous with a
province. _ '

13. ECONOMY: Underdeveloped, mainly agricultural. Estimated
gross national product (GNP) in 1970 equivalent to US$80 billion or
US$100 per capita income. Economy considerably damaged by
overmobilization in Great Leap Forward (1958-60); recovered in 1962-
65 period to 1957 level through new economic policies. Industry and
transportation disrupted in Cultural Revolution, but rural economy
apparently not much affected. Recovery to 1966 level and slight
further growth in GNP took place in 1969 and 1970.

14. INDUSTRY: Expanded greatly by 1971 from small base inherited
in 1949 but remained underdeveloped in relation to count:y's
endowment of natural resources, huge population, and ambitions of
leadership. Factories and mines concentrated in eastern third of
country. Industry as whole contributes estimated half of GNP. Among
Asian nations. PRC second only to Japan in gross industrial output.
In per capita output, PRC ranks far behind Japan and other
industrialized powers. .

15. AGRICULTURE: Most important sector of economy, engaging 75
to 85 percent of labor force; contributes about one-third of GNP and
provides substantial foreign exchange earnings. Farm output mainly
rice, wheat, other edible grains. and some industrial crops; fisheries,
forestry, and grazing less important. Ninety percent of farming
carried on by Communes, 10 percent by state farms.

16. LABOR: Labor force estimated about 350 million; only 15 to 25
percent (45 million to 85 million) in nonagricultural employment.
Average ye~arly income of nonagricultural workers and employees
stated off. ially at 650 yuan (2.46 yuan equal US$1) in 1970, about the
same as ir 1957.

17. FOREIGN TRADE: State monopoly; used to promote
industrialization and modernization and also used as tool to
implement PRC political and ideological policies. Principal Imports.
Manufactured goods including: machinery and equipment; iron and
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steel; chemicals (of which more than half fertilizers). Raw materials
for processing (of which more than one-third rubber), and grains.
Principal Suppliers. Of industrial commodities. Japan, West
Germany. and United Kingdom: Canada main source of grains in
1971. Value of Imports. 1970 prel‘minary estimate: equivalent of  _
US$2.165 million, up 18 percent from 1969. Principal Exports. Textile |
varns and fibers; animai», meat. and fish: clothing; fruit and
vegetables; and crude materials. Principal Markets. Hong Kong,
Japan. Singapore. West Germany, and United Kingdom. Value of
-Exports. 1970 preliminary estimate: equivalent of US$2,060 million, 2
percent above 1969. .
18. FINANCE: Ministry of Finance and banking network, headed by
People’'s Bank of China. major instruments of financial supervision
and control of economy. Nation's financial resources obtained
primarily via state budget and from state enterprises, institutions, '
and organizations. No comprehensive budget ever. made public
through 1971, Over 90 percent of budgetary revenue derived from
profits and taxes generated by state enterprises. Balanced national
and local budgets favored. Revenue goals determined by expenditure
requirements.
19. COMMUNICATIONS: Telephone, telegraph. and postal services
operated by state. Most enterprises in urban areas have telephones;
all rural Communes reported to be linked by telephone. Telegraph
service fairly well developed. Postal services reported dependable, but
extent unknown. Radio stations in all provincial and autonomous
regional capitals; overseas service in 1970 in thirty-three languages,
five Chiese dialects, for over 1,500 hours weekly. Television stations
in major urban centers: telecasts limited to certain days and times;
estimated in 1971 up to 200,000 television sets in use.
20. RAILROADS: State owned and operated. Estimated 22,000 route-
miles in latter 1960s. Railroads largely concentrated in eastern third
of country before 1949; since then, considerable expansion to v-:stern
provinces of China Proper and to Sinkiang.
21, ROADS: Official report in 1965 fiaed total highway mile. e at
500,000 miles—187,500 miles all-weather roads and 312500 miles
secondary roads. New road construction primarily in inlind two-
thirds of country. ’
29, INLAND WATERWAYS: Length of navigable waterways
increased from 46,000 miles in 1949 to 90,000 in 1957; 25.000 miles
open to steam vessels. In mid-1960s Yangtze River most important
inland waterway.
93, PORTS AND PORT FACILITIES: Eight major ports open to
foreign trade in 1971: Lu-ta (Dairen); Ch'in-huang-tao; Tientsix;
Tsingtao; Lien-yun-chiang (in northern Kiangsu): Shanghai; Canton;
and Chan-chiang (in southern Kwangtung). Merchant fleet in 1970 of




248 ships totaling 868,000 displacement tons; also unspecified number
of foreign ships under charter.

24. CIVIL AVIATION: State owned and operated: under apparent
control of PLA in 1971. In 1966, fifty domestic air routes in service,
covering 25.000 miles and connecting ‘seventy domestic cities.
International service to several adjacent countries. Several foreign
airlines maintained regular service to PRC. '

25. INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIP: United Nations. by vote on
October 25, 1971.

26. INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AND TREATIES: Mutual
assistance treaties with Soviet Umon. North Korea, and North
Vietnam: border agreements with all neighbor states except India.
Laos, Bhutan, and Sikkim; treaties of friendship with Albania and
several other Eastern European states: economic. cultural exchange,
technical cooperation, and trade agreements with many states. Most
impertant aid agreements with Tanzania, Pakistan, Albania, Burma,
Egypt. and Ethiopia.

27. THE ARMED FORCES: Named People's Liberation Army (PLA)
since 1946; successor to the Red Army, founded in late 1920s, as
military arm of Chinese Communist Party. Conceived of as “people’s
army”’ with mission to implement domestic Party policies in addition
to its military duties. One of world’s largest military force with
estimated total strength in 1971 of 2.88 million—over 90 percent
ground forces: 180.000 air force; and 150,000 navy. About 7 million
well-trained militia. PLA manned entirelv by draft, with
approximately 7 million annually reaching draft age of eighteen.
Capacity to wage major offensive operations restricted by limited
_logistical resources and limited sea and airlift capabilities. Although
" PRC had nuclear capability, its missiles in 1971 posed no strategic
threat to powers outside Asia.

28. INTERNAL SECURITY: Before mid-1960s Ministry of Public
Security was main operating element in security system with direct
command of People’s Police at all levels; during Cultural Revolution,
People’s Police seriously disrupted and incorporated under command
of. or replaced by, PLA. PLA believed to have remained in control of
internal security in 1971, Security functions also carried out by
various occupational, residence. and social organizations sponsored
by. but partly autonomous of, the central government.
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SECTION I. SOCIAL

CHAPTER 1
| o GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE SOCIETY

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is the world’s m~st populous
country and is the third largest in size after the Soviet Union and
Canada. It covers the eastern side of the Eurasian landmass and is
rich in natural resources, and its climate is generally temperate. Much
of its cultivable land is fertile, but there is an insufficiency of arable
land for its population, which is burgeoning at the rate of from 16
million to 20 million a year. The country is overwhelmingly Han
Chinese. who all use ore written language. The country’s culture has
always been predominantly secular. although all the world’s major
: religions have gained adherents there.

The PRC is heir to the world's most enduring culture. Nevertheless,
its leaders have been more critical about their past than had any of
- their predecessors. They take pride in some aspects of their country’s
. legacy but reject others that, they assert, interfere with their_goal of
’ creating a new, powerful, socialist China.

The goveinment of the PRC was formally established in October
1549 after the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), led by Chairman
Mao Tse-tung, defeated the incumbent government forces of the
Republic of China (Nationalist China) and installed a new political
system. This new system was based on an essentially alien system of
ideology rooted in Marxism-Leninism—exemplified at the time by the
Soviet Union and its satellite countries. The Nationalist government
. ) of Chiang Kai-shek, forced to withdraw to the island province of

: Taiwan, continued to challenge the PRC's legitimacy. It argued that
the Chinese Communists had imposed on the mainland an alien,
totalitarian dictatorship against the popular will,

7 = This argument, coupled with the PRC’s intervention in the Korean
conflict in 1950 (an intervention denounced by the United Nations
[UN] as ‘‘aggression”), constituted a basis for efforts by many
noncommunist nations to block the PRC's representation in the UN
for more than two decades. In October 1971, however, the Chinese
Communists gained the endorsement of the UN General Assembly for
. its claim to China’s seats in the world organization.
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The introduction of a revolutionary foreign ideology to a society
that has demonstrated a remarkable capacity to resist changes has
presented problems. Despite the CCP leaders’ rhetoric that
“construction begins with destruction.” they have paid due attention
to the country’s heritage. which conditions the people’s attitudes,
beliefs. and aspirations. i

The Chinese Communists™ have consistertly recognized that
revolutionary change. to be viable, depends to a considerable extent
on its acceptability to the people and that this change cannot be
fashioned by decree or coercion alone. They realized that the process
of effectuating change in mental attitudes was complex and
frustratingly time consuning.

They have had to cope with the inherited centrifugal fofces of
regional diversity. Marked differences exist among various regions—
differences that encourage provincial particularism, foster sectional
interests and. when-unrestrained. have led to periodic fragmentation.
These divisive tendencies often have gained ascendancy and
contributed to the rise of local kingdoms and local strong men. The
strong forces of cultural homogeneity, a common heritage, one
language. and the Confucian system of recruiting government officials
kept political discontinuities from seriously impecding continuity of
the civilization.

In addition, there has been fragmentation on ethnic grounds.
Although only 6 percent of the population is non-Han, this portion in
absolute terms is sizable—numbering close to 50 million in 1971. At
least ten minority g:oups have 1 million or more members each. Thus
the pace of socialist transformation has had to be flexible in order to
account for the idiosyncracies of different minority peoples.

Another portion of the inheritance has been poverty. which is likely
to be a verv long-term problem because of rising population. Only
about 11 percent of the total land area is suitable for cultivation.
Rainfall in most of the densely populated eastern part of the country
is sufficient for the crops grown (supplemented by irrigation), but
years of drought or of excessive rainfall have often occurred and have
resulted in reduced harvests and widespread famine. More than four-.
fifths of the population are peasants. who not only must eke out an,
existence on this limited acreage but also must provide the state with
labor and revenue. The pressure of the population on land and the
demands of the state for revenue have been age-old problems.

The strategies. of the communist leadership to cope with major
issues have been based on two basic approaches. These have been
used concuriently, but emphasis on each has varied according to
circumstances. They have differed on the means by which to bring
about socialist transformation in the shortest possible time. One
approach, as exemplified by both the Great Leap Forward (see
Glossary) and the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (see
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Glossary), has stressed indoctrination, intensive mass mobilization,
moral incentives, and self-sacrifice in the interest of collectivity. The
nther one. although not neglecting these factors. has emphasized
balance between moral and material incentives. between ideological
fervor and technical expertise, and between militancy and
moderation. The second approach was pronounced from 1961 to 1965
and. more recently, since the subsiding of the Cultural Revolution in
1969.

Efforts to strike a balance between both strategies have frequently
caused acrimony. The national leadership has had to take into
account conflicting regional interests. tensions between the Party and
the armed forces and between old and voung functionaries. and the
personal ambitions and shifting loyalties of influential figures. Some
Westerr: observers have suggested that the PRC's occasional
convulsions since 1949 have been surface symptoms of such
underlying tensions and frustrations.

Throughout the 2,000-year imperial period. Chinese society was.
given its size and territorial spread. remarkable for the homogeneity
of its institutions and value orientation. Chief among the factors that
contributed to the persistence of Chinese culture was Confucianism,
the dominant ideology that influenced all aspects of Chinese life.
Sometimes mistakenly regarded as snmpl\r a religion, Confucianism
was first and foremost a practical svstem of political and social
philosophy. It was essentially a system of thought and a way of life
that exalted the dignity of mamn, stressed harmony in societv. and
sought the establishm®nt of rule not by the wealthy or the noble but
by men of virtue and talent. At the same time, however, the society
was notable for the relative paucm of strong social ties connecting
individuals to the larger society as against the extensive social
obligations deeply felt by members of small groups toward one
another—for example, in the numerous and cohesive patrilineages,
guilds. and voluntary associations.

Upward mobility was possible for men of superior intellectual
ability and -education and was not serivusly restricted by criteria
relating to birth or economic condition. The status of women,
however. was low, and many traditional institutions acted to keep it
so. .

The PRC regime has brought about significant changes in the
preexisting social configuration. It has worked to change the value
system of traditional China; in particular, it has sought to increase
the individual’s sense of identification with society as a whole and to
reduce his particularistic loyalties to smaller groups. It has also
worked, with considerable success, to raise the status of women. It has
done so by making women legally the equals of men in rights and
obligations and by eliminating practices that had given females an
inferior position in society.
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The most ambitious governmental effort to affect Chinese society :n:
the decade ending in 1971 has been that directed toward changir z
both the character and wvalues associated with education.
Traditionally, scholarship had been the surest route to political power
and high- social status. It was the accepted duty of the educated to
rule ahd of the uneducated to serve their rulers. The Communists had
always opposed this view and, beginning in the early 1960s, the PRC
began to reorganize schools and their schedules, curricula, and
admissions policies to close the social distance between the scholar
and the peasant or worker and to eliminate the age-old gap between
mental and manual labor. )

Social mobility has been greatly affected by the policies of the
Communist regime. “Politics in command™ has heen the slogan. and
political orthodoxy and reliability have replaced Confucian learning as
the chief criterion for upward movement. To the leadership the most
convincing proof of political reliability has been that ‘he person under
consideration for advancement joined the Communists well before the
Party had gained control of the Chinese mainland. and thus the effect
on upward mobility of the primacy given political reliability h.s been
to severely limit access to high status for persons too young to have
played an active political role before 1949. Although purges and
reshuffles have periodically eliminated some senior leaders and
promoted others. all persons in power in 1971 were. as they had been
since 1949. persons who had participated actively on the communist
side since at least the mid-1940s. the period of civil war. Some
observers have suggested that the frustration of ambitious persons
who saw their way to power blocked by the continued tenure of the
older generation of leaders contributed considerably to the animus of
the early stages of the Cultural Revolution.

Beginning in the third centurv B.C. an emperor, the personification
of the state. ruled through a bureaucracy recruited by an elaborate
examination system. The endurance of this form of rule. coupled with
imperial China’s ignorance of the outside world. led the Chinese to
consider their civilization as being at the center of the world—the
Middle Kingdom. In time of strength China assumed suzerainty over
its weaker neighbors and exacted from them token tributes and
pledges of allegiance. ’

China’s self-centered outlook persisted in part because of
geography. The towering Himalayas, the Tibetan plateau, steppes,
deserts, and highlands, and the sea tended to screen China from the
rest of the major centers of civilization in Europe and the Near East.
Until the nineteenth century China was deprived of the challenge and
the interchange of ideas that come from intimate contact with alien
cultures of equal level. i

In the middle of the nineteenth century they were suddenly
confronted with the industrialized West—first the British and French
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and later the Americans, Germans, Italians, Dutch, and Russians.
Unaware of thz dynamic and aggressive elements inherent in the
political, economic, and social systems of Western nations, the
Chinese ruling class underestimated their capabilities. It regarded the
Westerners as merely the most recent of a long line of culturally
inferior barbarian invaders. .

In the face of a determined Western onslaught aimed at opening the
couniry to economic, missionary, and dipl(;matic activities, China
first reacted by clinging to the traditional attitude of cultural
superiority, hoping that the Western tide would recede. Backed by the
b ] military strength of their nations, Western traders were able not only

to build up a luacrative trade with China but also to obtain for
themselves immunity from its laws. This privileged position
engendered in many Chinese an intense and widespread antiforeign
- - feeling, despite the.considerable good will that missionaries had been
‘ able to foster in many areas by their humanitarian efforts. Toward the
end of the nineteenth century, many leading members of the scholar-
official class began to advocate a policy of compromise, which would
adopt Western technology without changing the basic values and

structure of Chinese society.
- When the Manchu dynasty was overthrown in 1911, Sun Yat-sen
: ~and his adherents hoped to set up a republic along Western lines. For
: two decades. however, China was divided into warlord regimes, and it
was not until 1928 that Chiang Kai-shek brought much of the country
under the centralized but tenuous control of the Kuomintang
(Nationalist Party, often abbreviated as KMT). Chiang tried to carry
out the aspirations of Sun to set up a viable democratic government,
but his efforts were frustrated by quarrels among warlords, ineffective
national administration, the Japanese invasion. and the opposition of

- the Communists.
Since its takeover in 1949, the communist government has
demonstrated tremendous vigor and has, by resorting alternately to
N force and persuasion, by and large neutralized all forces of opposition.
The Communists established a strong and centralized government;
: embarked upon an ambitious program of economic construction and
_ industrialization; extended the state’s political and military influence
- effectively into the frontier regions for the first time in history; and
i : maintained a considerable degree of stability. Although the regime
has not satisfied some of the aspirations of its people, in general
popular satisfaction with its achievements appears to have outweighed
o resentments.

: By 1957 the communist leadership had grown confident of its
ability to fashion a new society, but at the same time it had become
increasingly concerned about the dwindling Soviet aid to the PRC.
The interplay of optimism and uncertainty propelled Mao to -
inaugurate, but not without internal opposition, the ill-fated Great
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Leap, which was a technologically and economically naive attempt to
accelerate socialization ‘and make the country an industrial power
overnight. He also tried to impose the People’s Commune system,
through which he intended to organize rural life along paramilitary
lines and to reform the family system. The family had been the basic
social and economic unit on which the imperial Confucian social order
was based. The purpose of reform was to do away with family loyalties
that had usually taken precedence over the demands of the state.

The Great Leap failed, with disastrous effects, because the peasants
were forced to work to exhaustion and were deprived of all material
incentives and because two years of adverse weather in many parts of
the country brought widespread famine. Moreover, the family
structure was torn asunder, and this brought about popular reaction
against the regime. The intensive drive was abruptly relaxed: some of
the excessive features of Communes were dropped, families were
reunited as household units, and supplemental private plots were
returned to each peasant family. The communist leadership was also
forced to relax the Party's control over all levels of economic life. Mao

-himself came under muted criticism within the Party, and in 1959 he
stepped down from the office of the chief of state, relinquishing that

office to his long-time associate Liu Shao-ch’i. who at the time was
regarded as a possible successor to Mao.

Through 1965 the PRC followed moderate domestic policies—
apparently against Mao's wishes—which succeeded in reinvigorating
the economy. These policies were rational and pragmatic. given the
circumstances then prevailing, but Mao considered them to be
counterrevolutionary. He argued that a true revolutionary should put
aside his selfish concerns and should not need the stimulus of
material incentives, such as the pragmatists were offering, to induce
increased production.

Externally, the PRC's initially very cordial relationships with the
Soviet Union have noticeably cooled since 1960 amid signs of a
widening rift between the two countries with respect to matters of
both doctrine and national interest. It has become increasingly clear
that transnational ideological affinity. alone is not sufficient to assure
neighborly ties when the countries concerned have their own distinct
cultures or when the countries have differences stemming from,
among other things, territorial disputes.

In 1966 Mao turned his back on some of those who had been his
chosen allies since the early 1930s. He initiated the Cultural
Revolution with the assistance of Minister of National Defense Lin
Piao. His purpose apparently was to punish those who had
reservations about his policies, to inject a more revolutionary flavor
into the Party and government bureaucracies, and to reverse the
country’s momentum, which he suspected was skidding toward
counterrevolution.
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Considerable opposition to the Cultural Revolution became evident
soon after its inception and quickly hardened. On one side was the
Mao-Lin Piao faction, which was able to control the Politburo
{Political Bureau) and the People’s Liberation Army (PLA); on the
other was a faction headed by Chief of State Liu Shao-ch'i and Teng
Hsiao-p'ing, secretary general of the Central Committee of the CCP.
The latter faction had its strength in oréanized labor and most of the
Party apparatus below the Politburo level. Premier Chou En-lai, while
remaining personally loyal to Mao, tried, apparently, to bring about a-
reconciliation between the two factions. i :

Increasingly, Mao suspected that he could not depend on the
regular Party apparatus. In mid-1966 he had Lin .Piao organize
secondary school and university students into an extra:Party
organization called the Red Guards that was charged with rekindling
the people’s revolutionary enthusiasnr and with destroying outdated
symbols and values.

The result was civil disorder unparalleled in the PRC's career, With
the Party and government apparatuses in disarray and the nation’s
public security system paralyzed, the PLA had to be called in to
assume. in 1967. the responsibility of supervising. controlling, and
managing a wide range of governmental activities.

Before 1967 the Party's control of the life of the people was all
pervasive. In the government-and the armed forces all important
positions were held by Party members and there was also a parallel
system of Party command that took precedence over any other agency
of the state.

The PRC after 1967 to at least late 1971 appeared to be instead a
military-directed state, a state in which “the gun,” or the armed
forces. commanded the Party. This reversal posed a host of doctrinal
as well as practical questions concerning the formerly preeminent role
of the Party in a “proletarian” society. According to the classical
Marxist-Leninist doctrine that Mao subscribes to, a socialist political
order is based on the premise that the communist party leads the
proletariat. Moreover, according to the CCP Constitution adopted in
April 1969: “The organs of ,.ate power of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, the People’s Liberation Army, and the Communist Youth
League and other revolutionary mass organizations, such as those of
the workers, the poor and lower-middle peasants, and the Red
Guards, must all accept the leadership of the Party.”

The Ninth Party Congress, keld in April 1969, signaled a recess of
the Cultural Revolution. The ultraleftist rhetoric on both domestic
and external issues was toned down considerably. The Cultural
Revolution, however, had left in its wake many unsolved problems
and new ones as well. The economy was disrupted and stagnating.
The people appeared to be disillusioned by a lengthening list of
unfulfilled promises.




No sooner had the internal crisis subsided than the PRC had to
contend with a major external crisis. In the spring and summer of
1969 the border security forces of the PRC and the Soviet Union
clashed at several points. This situation apparently brought intc sharp
focus the.question of whether the PRC, given its limited resources,
could undertake both economic construction and national defense
buiidup simultaneously. )

Mainland China has one of the world’s largest armed forces, but its
military capabilities are reportedly limited because the country’s
developed resources are not sufficient to support air force and naval
arms and a nuclear strike force comparable to those of the Soviet
Union and the United States. Thus, during 1969 in particular, the
PRC'’s sense of insecurity was greatly heightened, partly because the
Soviet threat was now considered to be real and partly because of the
prevailing atmosphere of uncertainty domestically.

The PRC’s friendly overtures to the outside world beginning in
mid-1969, especially those to the United States in early 1971, can be
variously interpreted. Some China specialists Sought to explain the
PRC's search for an expanded role in world affairs in terms of power
struggles inside China between moderates and radicals. The
moderates—apparently the dominant force in post-Cultural
Revolution years—were said to be arguing that cooperation, not
isolation, was the answer to their country’s domestic and external
problems. but their adversaries insisted on uncompromising struggles
against the Soviet Union and the United States. Other observers
suggested that the PRC was attempting to break up not only the
alleged collusion of the superpowers (meaning the United States and
the Soviet Union) against the mainland but also the partnership
between the United States and Japan. Among other explanations
were that the Communist Chinese were merely seeking to accelerate
the pace of United States disengagement from Asia by projecting the
image of peace and reasonableness and that the PRC was determined
to isolate Nationalist China and exercise its right to participate in the
deliberations of the UN.

The PRC’s search for internal viability and for world prestige
depends in large measure on its economic performance. Considering
the debilitating effect of its enormous population on the economy and
other adverse factors against the regime, accomplishments in the
economic field have been impressive, if sporadic. Initially faced with
an economy devastated by more than ten years of foreign and civil
warfare, the PRC undertook the economic rehabilitation of the
country as its most immediate objective. In this effort, until the mid-

} 1950s, the country was aided substantially by the Soviet Union, but
t with the termination of Soviet assistance in 1960, the Chinese
} ) Communists were forced to rely for the most part on their own
l
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internal resources. To the PRC leadership *‘self-reliance’” has since
become an article of faith.

As in other socialist countries, the economy is controlled and
planned by the state, and all means of production are owned either by
the state or by cooperatives. Until the mid-1950s the pattern of
planring and development was based mainly on the Soviet model,
with emphasis on the development of heavy .industries. The collapse
of the Great Leap, however, highlighted the centrality of agriculture to

the whole economy; the regime thus recognized the need for the

industrial sector to be directed into channels that could increase farm
production. Another consequence of the Great Leap was
decentralization in planning; provincial authorities were given a much
wider latitude and responsibility for formulating locally relevant
economic plans. This situation remained valid in 1971, except in
matters relating to industries directly connected with national
defense. ) :

The basis of the country’s economy is agriculture, as it has always
been. The agrarian sector contributes roughly one-half of the country's
gross national product (GNP). It provides employment for three-
fourths of the total labor force of the country; raw materials for
processing in consumer goods industries; and the savings needed for a
steadily rising investment in capital goods industries. The importance
of this sector is accentuated by the fact that the inflow of foreign
capital into the country has been negligible since the early 1960s.

The industrial sector yields the other half of the GNP. Mainland
China has the potential to become an industrial superpower on a scale

equal to that of the United States or the Sovier Union. It has

adequate natural resources. electric power. and technical knowledge,
but the state of their development and utilization is as yet far behind
that of other advanced nations. Given this limitation, the country has
emphasized the use of substitute materials and new production
methods. Nevertheless, the PRC has achieved great technical
sophistication in some areas, as best iilustrated by its successful
nuclear weapons program. It has built and detonated a number of
nuclear devices since 1964, but its delivery vehicles program appears
to be lagging. :

The economy has gone through periods of spurt and stagnation
since 1949. Until 1957 it showed signs of vigor and growth, aided in no
small part by the combination of Soviet aid, internal peace. favorable
weather. improvement of distribution facilities, and redistribution of
land. The Great Leap stifled much of this forward progress, and ite
took several years for the economy to be restored to the level of 1957.
Then the Cultural Revolution again caused extensive damaga,
especially on industry .and transportation. Since 1969 economic
rationality has been restored, and efforts to raise agricultural
production and to expand industry have been assigned top priority,




apparently over the protests of military leaders who reportedly argued
that defense preparations should be given equal emphasis.

In its economic assessment in 1971. the PRC’s leadership appeared
to be quite sober. In July Premier Chou En-lai was quoted by a
visiting Canadian cabinet minister as having said that mainland
China's economy was “'still rather weak™ and that the mechanization
of agriculture was “‘even more backward.” The premier acknowledged
that, although food output was the highest in the world in absolute
figures, it was ‘“‘rather low in relation to population.” He also
reaffirmed the reed for continued stress on industrial development,
adding that his government would have to persevere in its intensive
developmental efforts for “twenty or thirty years.”
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CHAPTER 2
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT AND POPULATION

The vast size of mainland China (the People’s Republic of China—
PRC) and its population. on the verge of becoming the first of the
world's people to number 1 billion, embraces at one time so many
complex elements. both of diversity and homogeneity. that
generalizations become unreliable. It is a time-honored truism among
students of Chinese affairs that anything said about the country is
certain to be true somewhere within it; vet. nothing can be said that
is true evervwhere within it.

The area occupied by the PRC is estimated at about 3.7 million
square miles. the exact measurement depending upon the location of
a number of ill-defined boundaries. This size makes the country the
third largest in the world—much smaller than the Soviet Union with
which it shares the bulk of the Eurasian landmass. slightly smaller
than Canada. and slightly larger than the United States. Within this
area lives the world's largest population. comprising about one-fourth
of the world’s total.

The last countrywide census to be undertaken was in 1953 This
showed a total population of about 602 million. of whom 583 million
persons were reported as resident in the PRC, and another 19 million
were claimed for Taiwan and the Overseas Chinese groups. Estimates
of population increase since then have been derived mainly from birth
and death rates that were in themselves primarily educated
guesswork. Thus. official estimates by Chinese and foreign
demographers vary widely, and there often is no consistency between
the total estimates periodically put forward by the PRC and the
growth rates estimated by the regime. Many analysts agree. however,
that according to the best available estimate in early 1970. the
mainland population was about 800 million and was overwhelmingly
rural. The variation in estimated growth rates is even wider, but in
1971 most ranged from about 2 percent to about 2.5 percent per vear,
which would produce a population of 1 billion by the 1980s. All
estimates are subject to an unknown percentage of error resulting
from dependence on the 1953 census as a base point. The accuracy of
the census is widely disputed outside the country and, perhaps, within
1t.

The rapid growth of the Chinese population has presented leaders
with a number of problems. The official Party line originally backed
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an essentially uncontrolled growth rate. After the 1953 census,
however, there was an official change to support birth control. This
support was withdrawn in 1958, in part. apparently, because of lack of
popular support for the program. A large increase in agricultural
production also presumably influenced top-level Party attitudes. The
Party's stated position in support of a large population remained
unchanged in 1971. ‘Despite this. birth control and planned
parenthood have been continuously promoted at lower levels since the
1959-61 food crisis. Until 1965 efforts were concentrated more in
urban areas but were expanded to the country beginning with that
vear. '

Although larger than the United States. mainland China possesses
only one-third as large an area of cultivated land. Only about 12
percent is under cultivation, and it is estimated that perhaps another
3 percent could be cultivated. Of the remainder, 78 percent is desert,
wasteland, or urban area; 2 to 3 percent, inland water. and the
balance, forests.

Most of the arable land of mainland Chma is located in the
relatively small eastern segment known as China Proper (see

“Glossary) and in Northeast China. More than 90 percent of the

population is concentrated in these two segments, and two-thirds of
these are compressed into a restricted area of alluvial plains. which,
added together, are equal roughly to the size of Mexico and comprise
only one-sixth of the land area of mainland China (see figs. 1 and 2).

The whole of China Proper makes up about 40 percent of the
country’s total area. It is favored with a temperate climate. rich
productive soils. and usually adequate rainfall and is considered the
commercial and agricultural heart of the country. It is divided by the
Tsinling range, the northern watershed of the Yangtze River. into two
distinct parts—North China and South China—which vary greatly in
topography, climate. and agricultural practices. The remaining 60
percent of the land area is known as Outer China and includes
Tsinghai Province. and Mongohan. Sinkiang. and Tibetan
topographical areas. as well as the northeast provinces, formerly
known as Manchuria.

The country has the longest land boundary in the world. a total of

13.210 miles. which it shares with fourteen neighbors. The longest
boundary is shared with the Sovier Union and extends for 4,150 miles.
The border along the Indian subcontinent, confronting India.
Pakistan, Bhutan, Sikkim. and Nepal, is 3,075 miles long; that along
Mongolia is almost 2,500 miles; and that along Burma. approximately

1,350 miles. The border along the Democratic People’s Republic of

Korea (North Korea) is 880 miles, and along the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam (North Vietnam) and Laos the lengths are nearly 800
miles and over 250 miles, respectively. The border touching Hong
Kong is 155 miles. including the sea frontier—the land frontier is
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Figure 2. People’s Republic of China, Major Geographic Regions,

thirteen miles; along Afghanistan, 1t is forty-seven miles; and along
Macao, a fraction of a mile only. The coastline is almost 3,500 miles
in length including islands over ten miles wide but excluding Taiwan.

Both climate and terrain are highly diversified (see fig. 3).
Mainland China lies almost entirely in the temperate zone, chiefly
between latitudes 30°N ‘and 45°N, with portions of the three
southernmost provinces within the tropics. Monsoonal climate is a
major influence, with summers hot and humid throughout much of the
country, and winters dry and unusually cool or cold for any given
latitude. The concentration of rain in the summer months frequently
results in torrential downpours and is a major cause of floods, which
often have afflicted the country.

Mountains, hills, valleys, plains, some of the world’s largest rivers,

vast deserts, extensive forests, many lakes, rice paddies interl.ced.

with canals, extensive wheat fields, and an irregular coastline all
contribute to a kaleidoscopic physical environment. Mountainous
uplands and plateaus account for more than half the total land area.
The land slopes downward from the high plateaus and mountains of
the west to the shores of the Pacific on the east, a distance of some
2,500 miles. As a result, all major river systems flow into the Pacific
drainage basin. .
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Figure 3. People’s Republic of China, Topoyraphy.

Although about 94 percent of the total population are Han Chinese,
there are many small minority groups; the largest groups live in
autonomous areas along the frontiers (see ch. 4, Ethnic Groups and
Languages). Despite the relative homogeneity of the population, many
cultural and language variations exist between north and south and
east and west because of physical barriers. poor transportation, and
other factors. which tend to divide the people into isolated groups.
One of the illustrations of this diversity best known to foreigners is
the great variety to be found in the different kinds of Chinese cookery
that have been developed in separate regions.

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

The country can be divided into three major topographical regions:
northern, western, and eastern. The northern region extends from the
Pamirs and Tien Shan mountains in the west to the Greater Khingan
mountains in the east and encompasses the Sinkiang Uighur
Autonomous Region (Sinkiang), the upper Ninghsia Hui Autonomous
Region (Ninghsia Hui), the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region
(Inner Mongolia), and northern Kansu Province. The region is one of
mountain ranges, plateaus, low-lying basins—the Turfan Basin in
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Sinkiang is 505 feet below sea level—and deserts. The western region
is higher in elevation than the north. In the western region—
encompassing the Tibetan Autonomous Region (Tibet). Tsinghai
Province. and western Szechwan Province—some of the world's
highest mountains ring the great Plateau of Tibet, which has a
tableland over 12,000 feet high. East and southeast of the plateau are
the headwaters of a number of the major rivers of China. and South
and Southeast Asia. The eastern region, consisting of China Proper
and Northeast China. is characterized by-a landscape of fertile river
valleys interrupted by low mountain ranges. In China Proper. all of
the great rivers flow eastward to the sea.

There are large fertile plains. particularly in the coastal delta areas
of the Liao. Yellow. Yangtze, and Pearl rivers. In between lie masses of
hills and uplands, such as the Kirin hills. the uplands of the Liaotung
and Shantung peninsulas. the southeastern coastal hill land. and the
hills of Kwangtung-Kwangsi along the Pearl River valley. In the
southwest the Yunnan-Kweichow Plateau is dissected by a number of
foundered lake basins and a series of parallel longitudinal river vallevs
and mountain ranges.

In the northwest the natural boundaries of China are defined by the
Altai mountain system and in the southwest by the Central Asian
mountain ramparts that stretch from the Pamir node in Central Asia
southeastward along the Himalavan system. The Tien Shan system,
running eastward, divides Sinkiang into two parts. To the south, the
Kunlun system, also running eastward. branches out over all the
country. forming the backbone or skeleton of its topography.

Major Mountain Systems

Lofty mountain massifs and extensive plateaus cover a large part of
the country, particularly in the west. There, from the Pamirs, a
central mountain knot of all-the mountains of Asia. four major linbs
of the Central Asian ramparts extend toward mainland China. They
are the Altai, Tien Shan. Kunlun, and Himalayan mountain systems.
Each consists of several parallel chains, some of which branch out in
sharp angles from the main system. These mountain systems form the
chief watersheds of all the principal rivers in the country.

The Altai Mountains

Altat is a Mongolian word for gold, which has been found in the
ancient crystalline rocks of this system. The mountains have an
average height of 6,000 feet. some peaks reaching an altitude of 10,000
feet. They are separated by a series of valleys and basins that provide
the basis for agricultural or pastoral economies, combined with
lumbering and mining in the surrounding mountains. The mountain
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gaps in the ranges provide natural routes of communication between
China and Mongolia and between Central Asia and Siberia.

The Tien Shan System

The Tien Shan rises abruptly to more than 12,000 feet above the
foundered basins of Tarim and Dzungaria, which are situated in
southern and northern Sinkiang, respectively. The system consists of
a series of parallel chains, trending east to west at an average height
of 12.000 feet above sea level. The general level at the foot of the
mountains is about 4,000 feet. The principal peak, the Tengri Khan,
in the western section, reaches 23,600 feet. The higher summits are
snow covered. and at high levels some perinanent glaciers exist.
Although the Tien Shan does not form a continuous chain throughout,
the rift found between the cities of Turfan and Urumchi provides the

only natural route across the Tien Shan. between Tarim and.

Dzungaria, from southern to northern Sinkiang.

-

The Kuniun Mountains

From the Pamirs the Kunlun system runs eastward. dividing the
Tarim Basin of Sinkiang from the high platesus of Tibet: then, it
branches off into three separate chains: the Astin Tagh-Nan Shan
ranges in the north, which divide the inland drainage of the
Mongolian Plateau from ‘the Yellow River; the Tsinling-Ta-pieh
ranges in the center, which form the major watershed between the
Yellow River and the Yangtze; and the Thanglha Ri Range in the
south, which meets the eastern end of the Himalayan system in
western Szechwan and northwestern Yunnan provinces.

The Himalayas

From the great mountain complex of the Karakorum. where the
Kunlun and the Himalayas meet the Pamirs in southeastern Tibet,
the Himalayan ranges branch off toward the southeas! io0 form a series
of parallel concave arcs that rise abruptly above the s:. bern fringe of
the plateaus of Tibet until they reach the Thanglha ~" « massif in
southeastern Tibet. From there, the Himalayan chain bends sharply
to the south at a right angle to form the Ta-hsueh Shan-Yun Ling
system. known as the Chinese Alps.

The Himalayas consist of three gigantic highly folded parallel
mountain ranges, of which the central range is the highest, having
many peaks over 25,000 feet. Mount Everest. the highest peak, at
99,144 feet, forms the most formidable natural barrier between India
and China. The whole width of the Himalayan system is about 300
miles from north to south, with a perpetual snowline and many
glaciers among its peaks. Between the northern and central
Himalayan chains are high, wide valleys containing numerous lakes
and swamps with scanty vegetation. Even the grass is stunted, though
occasional clusters of shrubs exist in favorable and sheltered spots.
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Other Mountain Groups

In addition to the four major mountain systems, there are two
groups of mountains in the northeast and southeast. close to the
Pacific coast, that seem to have little relation to any of the major
systems in the west. They are known as the Sinic Mountains and are
peculiar to eastern China. Between the mountains of the northern

group are valley plains, such as the Wei River valley. and the plain-

between -T'ai Shan (4.635 feet) and Lao Shan (3.395 feet) in the
peninsula of Shantung. The southern range, the Nan Ling Shan, forms
a major geographical divide between the lower Yangtze and the
various short independent streams that flow separately into the South
China Sea.

Other Features

Among other physical features of the Chinese mainland. giving it a
distinctive character, either because of their magnitude or_of their
unusual nature, is the monumental Great Wall. a manmade, mud-
brick barrier stretching about 1,500 miles from the Gulf of Chihli to
Kansu and Tsinghai provinces. and dating back as far as the third
century B.C. The wall marks a zone of climatic transition from
semihumid maritime to arid continental character. .

Another conspicuous feature is the loess plateau in the western part
of North China, where eroded mountains and hills over a vast area are
partially covered by an extensive and deep mantle of fertile, wind-laid
silts created by erosion over many centuries. The wind has transferred
some of these silts to the North China Plain.

The Grand Canal is an ancient system of north to south water
transport begun during the Sui dynasty (A.D: 589 to A.D. 618) to
connect the Yellow, Huai, and Yangtze rivers. The canal ran from
T ung-chou, now part of Peking Municipality, to Hangchow, a
distance of some 1.200 miles by the time it was finished in the Yuan
dynasty more than 600 years later. It was engineered to utilize local
streams and lakes, as well as canals, in a unified system of water
control across the natural drainage of the North China Plain. Its
southern portions are still in use as a transportation artery.

Another natural feature of the country is made up of the limestone
areas of Yunnan, Kweichow, and Kwangsi. These areas lack a
developed surface water supply and are deficient in good soils;
whereas, they abound with caves. sinkholes, and underground
watercourses. Steep-sided hills and isolated stone pinnacles are
familiar themes in Chinese landscape paintiny;.

‘Main Drainage Areas and Principal Rivers
Pacific Drainage Area

All the great rivers flow from west to east and belong to the Pacific
drainage basin, which accounts for 50 percent of the country’s total
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drainage area. In the northeast the Amur (Heilung) River drains a
large part of the Manchurian Plain in its winding course of over 2,500
miles. From its headwaters in northeastern Mongolia, it flows
eastwvard to form the frontier between the Soviet Far East and
Manchuria as far as Khabarovsk. Navigation is limited to small
steamers and native-craft, which can go as far as the confluence of its
two upper reaches and even beyond during the flood season. The chief
tributary of the Amur is the Sungari, which receives the Nonni River
west of Harbin. Together, they drain the core area of the great plain of-
Manchuria, and a large part of their course is navigable by steamer.

Other rivers include the Liao. the chief river in southern
Manchuria, as well as the Tumen and the Yalu, which form the
boundary between China and North Korea. The importance of the
Yalu lies primarily in hydroelectric power development and in the
timber rafts plying its course.

The main river of North China is the Yellow River, the second
largest in the country. After it enters Kansu Province, it receives the
tributary rivers of a loess plateau, which gives it a yellowish, muddy
color and, thus, its name. Winding through the northern provinces
from Kansu eastward to Shantung Province, where it em pties into the
Gulf of Chihli. the Yellow River is 2,980 miles long and drains an area
of 600,000 square miles.

The course ot the Yellow River can be divided into upper. middle,
and lower sections. The upper section, from its source in the uplands
of Tsinghai to the mountain massif of southeastern Kansu, is the
torrential section. where the gradient of the riverbed drops over 10,000
feet. The course is full of rapids, and upstream navigation is
practically impossible. The river's importance-at this section lies in
irrigation by means of big waterwheels pushed by the tlow of the
river.

The middle section of the Yellow River, from Kansu to Shensi
provinces, forms the great northern bend around the Ordos Plateau.
The river first flows through a fairlv flat and open valley along. the
western and northern sides of the Ordos. It i navigable over this
stretch for more than 400 miles. and irrigation has been developed
quite extensively in some parts. Its lower part, however, between
Shansi and Shensi provinces on the eastern side of the Ordos, is not
navigable as it flows through a rift valley with many gorges, rapids,
and waterfalls. Although there is no possibility of shipping and
irrigation, there are some good sites for the development of
hydroelectric powerplants, especially at Chi-k'ou, Hu-k'ou, and Lung-
men, the three renowned gorges along the rift. *

The lower section of the Yellow River begins below T'ung-kuan in
Shensi Province and flows through the core area of the North China
Plain. At Tung-kuan the riverbed drops to just above 1,000 feet above
sea level, but it soon debouches into the vast flat plain of North
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China, where it continues with an average drop of only 1 fcot per mile

until it empties into the sea. Because of the small change in level, its

sediment-transporting capacity is suddenly checked. The heavy load

of sand and mud brought down from the middle and upper courses

begins to be deposited along its lower course. resulting in ever-

increasing silt along the bed. The flow is channeled mainly by a

- continuous buildup of the embankments along the river;

’ consequently. the present riverbed is 16 feet or more above the

general level of the plain. and the river actually flows within

_ manmade embankments on a raised ridge, instead of in a degraded

! valley controlled by natural levees. As a result of this peculiar feature,
i floods and course changes have been constant phenomena,

- particularly during the rainy season in late summer and early autumn,

and no important towns have grown up along its banks. The river has

- practicallv no tributaries along its lower section through the vast area

e : of the North China Plain. -

The Huai. the largest river between the Yangtze and the Yellow

rivers, is unique in that it is the only long river without a natural

outlet. Hence, it is particularly susceptible to floods, which have -
occurred quite often and have caused much serious damage.

Sixty percent of China Proper is drained by the Yangtze and its

T numerous tributaries. The main course of the Yangtze, by far the
largest river, is 3,237 miles long and drains an area of over 700.000
square miles,, Its source is only 50 miles from that of the Yellow River.

From the confluence of its two headwaters in the upland of southern
Tsinghai, it flows southward to western Szechwan under the name of —

* Chin-sha River. After winding through a great bend in northwestern
Yunnan Province, it then turns sharply to the east and traverses the
whole width of South China until it empties into the East China Sea.

Like the Yellow River, the Yangtze can be divided into three parts:
torrential. seminavigable. and navigable. The torrential upper course,
from the river's source to P'ing-shan in southern Szechwan. includes
many rapids and- falls, and the flow is too great to permit navigation.
The middle course. from P'ing-shan to I'ch’ang in Hopeh Province, is
considered seminavigable for 960 miles. Although navigation is
possible -through the Wu Shan Gorges, it is risky during the flood
season because of dangerous rapids and submerged rocky points.
Navigation on this stretch is limited to specially made river steamers,
propelled from the front. with small loading capacities of at most
about 200 metric tons. The lower course, covering a distance of 1,062
miles from I'ch’ang to the sea, is navigable for both coastal and
oceangoing vessels. It flows through a series of low, flat lake basins ‘
and marshes, which act as reservoits in time of flood. Close to its
mouth, the Yangtze is divided into two channels by Ch'ung-ming
Island. The southern channel, known as Woosung, has a deeper
entrance and is closer to Shanghai, the leading port of China. from
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‘which oceangoing vessels can sail to Hankow, 630 miles inland. The
Yangtze has twenty to twenty-five times the annual runoff of the
Yellow River. )

Among the important rivers that drain the southeastern coastal
_ regions is the Min, It is navigable over most of its course. although
upstream navigation is difficult during the flood season. At the mouth
of the river, near Foochow, numerous islands are found along the
coast, includihg the Matsu group, somewhat farther out.

The Pearl River. the chief river in Kwangtung Province, is a general
name for a network of three waterways: the Tung (East), the Pei
{North), and the Hsi (West) rivers. These meet south of Canton to
form a big estvary consisting of many channels separated by a
number of islets. The main eastern channel, the Hu Men River, enters
the sea near Hong Kong, and the main western channel flows close to
Macao. The Pearl is the country’s fourth largest river. draining an
area of 150.000 square miles. The Hsi River. the largest of its three
branches, has a total length of about 1.300 miles and is especially
important for transportation in Kwangsi and its neighboring areas.

Farther southwest are two independent rivers,- whose upper courses
only are in Chinese territory. These are the Mekore and the Red
__rivers, both of which flow southward before they finaiiy enter the sea
in the Republic of Vietnam (South Vietnam) and the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam (North Vietnam), respectively. Because of steep
gorges and fast-flowing waters, they are not navigable inside mainland
China.

Other Drainage Areas

Inland drainage accounts for 39 percent of the country’s total
drainage area, and the Arctic and the Indian drainage make up 5 and
6 percent, respectively. The only Arctic drainage in mainland China is
through the upper Irtysh River (a major tributary of the Ob River).
Fairly long stretches of the upper tributaries of the principal rivers of
the Indian drainage are inside the country. but these rivers enter the
sea through other nations' territories. The Salween. the Irrawaddy,
and the Tsangpo rivers all have their sources in the mountainous
regions of Tibet and western Szechwan. The Tsangpo flows eastward
from its Himalayan home to drain southern Tibet; it then bends
abruptly south to India. where. under the name of Brahmaputra, it
merges with the Ganges River to empty into the Bay of Bengal. The
upper courses of both the Salween and Irraivaddy drain a large
portion of western Yunnan Province before they reach the sea by way
of Burma. -

The inland drainage covers a number of upland basins in the vast,
dry interior of northern China. Because of the meager rainfall and the
difficult terrain, most inland rivers are small and lack outlets to the
sea. They generally flow into lakes or gradually die in the desert. Most
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of them are entirely inside China. The Tarim, the longest inland river
in the country, is fed by numerous mountain streams coming down
from the Tien Shan, Pamir, and Kunlun ranges in southern Sinkiang..
The O-chi-na River in Inrer Mongolia is similarly formed by many
mountain streams from the Nan Shan in Kansu. A few inland rivers
end in other countries, such as the Ili, which flows into Lake Balkhash
in Soviet Central Asia. ]
Although the inland rivers are valuable for irrigation in the dry
interior of northern and northwestern China, water from the snowclad
mountains is limited. On the other hand, the upper courses of the
Red, Mekong, Salween, and Irrawaddy rivers provide potential
sources for the development of waterpower in the plateaus of
southwestern China. The many torrents and rapids, especially in the
summer monsoon season, make navigation impossible. No
trarisportation is available along their courses except on some parts of
the upper Red River, the upper Irrawaddy, and the east-west stretch
of the Tsangpo River, where small native craft are sometimes seen. At
12,000 feet, the Tsangpo is the highest navigable river in the world.

Coastline and Harbors T

The coastline extends in a great arc from the mouth of the Yalu
River in the northeast to the mouth of the Pei-lun River in the south,
the peninsulas of Liaotung‘and Shantung in the north and that of
Liuchow in the south,_protruding into the Yellow Sea and the South
China Sea, respectively. The coastline is separated from the Pacific
Ocean by a series of islands and archipelagoes, such as the Ryukyus,
Taiwan (Chinese name for Formosa), Pescadores (P’eng-hu), Hainan,
and the Pratas, Paracel, and Spratly groups. This chain of islands
gives mainland China a continuous series of partially enclosed coastal
seas—such as the Gulf of Chihli, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea,
and the South China Sea. ‘

About two-fifths of the coast is sandy. These coasts occur
principally north of Hangchow Bay, where they are broken only by
rocky coasts along the Shantung and Liaotung peninsulas. Smooth
coasts also are found to the west of Canton. Such coasts are
characterized by regular curves, wide beaches, and a relatively low,
flat, and straight shoreline formed mainly out of recent deposits. The
country behind the sandy coast is usually low flatland with marshes
and lakes. The nearby sea is lined with shoals, and, except at the
mouth of the big rivers, there is a lack of good natural harbors.
Shanghai, located where the Whangpoo flows into the big estuary of
the Yangtze, is an example of such a natural harbor where the river
channel is deep enough for large hoats.

In contrast, the rocky coasts, constituting about three-fifths of the
coastline, are often highly indented with numerous islands and islets
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along the shore. The land behind them ranges from hilly to
mountainous. Along the main rocky coast in southern Chekiang,
Fukien, and northern Kwangtung—the parallel northeast to southwest
mountain ranges are dissected by transverse rivers. The coasts are
bordered by fairly deep seas, conditions that create many good
natural harbors, but the characteristics of the hinterlands, which make
overland transportation difficult, limit their exploitation. The chief
ports along this coast are situated at or near the mouths of the large
rivers and include Foochow, Amoy, and Swatow; Canton is the most
important southern port,

Ports of importance along the rocky coast in north and northeast
China include Antung, at the mouth of the Yalu River, and Lu-shun
(Port Arthur) and Lu-ta (Dairen), on the Liaotung Peninsula. Lu-shun
is the leading naval base, and Lu-ta, the chief commercial port of
Northeast China. Developed ports along the Shantung coast include

Chefoo, on the north; Wei-hai-wei, not far from the tip of the

peninsula; Tsingtao, lying on its southernmost part at the entrance to
the almost-closed Chiao-chou Bay and linked by rail to the north and
south trunkline of the Tientsin-Nanking Railroad.

Climate

Extendfng from latitude 18°N to 542N (although lying chiefly
between latitudes 30°N and 45°N) and with great altitudinal and
longitudinal range, the country has great climatic contrasts, especially
in regard to length and severity of the cold season and in regard to the
amount and distribution of rainfall. The north is much colder than the
south in winter, has long, dry winters. and much of its rainfall is
received in a short span in summer. The northwest experiences great
seasonal extremes of hot and cold, and there is little rainfall and some
desert. In the lower Yangtze Valley, winters may have snow but are
shorter and milder than in the north. There is more rainfall, and it is
more evenly distributed. In the tropical and subtropical coastal area,
annual rainfall is high; the winters are relatively warm but dry.
Yunnan and part of Szechwan provinces have distinctive climates.
Yunnan, .though partly in the tropics, has a temperate climate on its
plateau, and the Red Basin of Szechwan Province, being protected by
mountains on the north, has a moist, warm climate throughout the
year.

In winter, temperatures decrease rapidly from south to north.
Average temperatures decline from 60°F, south of the Nan Ling
Range, to about 40°F, along the middle and lower Yangtze Valley;
and about 30°F, in central Manchuria, to 17°F, in northern
Manchuria. In summer the temperature is more uniform throughout
the country, with a July mean of 80°F, but northern mainland China
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‘has much cooler nights and a shorter hot period than the southern

regions.
Most rainfall occurs in summer, when the hot, moist air blows

gently from the ocean toward the warm interior. Because of the
topographical configuration, the amount of precipitation decreases
from the south to the north, with an annual average of sixty to eighty
inches in the Hsi River valley and the hilly land along the
southeastern coast, forty to sixty inches in the Yangtze Valley, and
about twenty-five incnes over the North China Plain. Southeastern
Manchuria has about thirty inches of rain (see fig. 4). Precipitation
drops sharply northwestward to less than ten inches in the interior.
The late summer rain along the southeastern coast of the country is
caused mostly by typhoon influence. Typhoons are also responsible for
some cooling and provide a temporary relief from the prolonged
summer heat, but they cause damage to crops and also affect types of
crops planted. (For example, peanuts and sweet potatoes are grown
along the southeastern coast because the typhoons would damage

high-standing crops.)

0 10 0 L
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Figure ;. People's Republic of Chiua, Average Amnual Rainfall.

Soils

The soils can be classified into three main groups: the sweet soil of
the north; the acid soil of the south; and the neutral, onlv slightly acid
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soil of the central part, Because of the fla wpography, low annual
rainfall, and limited irrigation, the northern region has ".nleached or
slightly leached soils rich in mineral plant food but with little organic
matter. The farmers have to apply humus regularly to maintain soil
fertility. On the other hand, the acid soil of the south: is subject to
leaching because of its hilly terrain and abundant rainfall and is
generally poor. The-deltaic plains, both north and south, are only
slightly leached; they contain a fair percentage of calcium and other
soluble minerals and are quite fertile.

In general, the northern region with nonacid soil represents the
wheat area, and the acid-soil region, the rice area. The belt of neutral,
slightly acid soil—western Hupeh, southern Shantung, the Yangtze
Delta, and northern Szechwan—is a transitional zone of wheat and
rice, the two major crops. i

The productivity of the land depends more upon the climate than
on the fertility of the soil. For climatic reasons more crops are raised
in the southern regions, where-the_goil is poor, than in the northern
areas, where the soil is rich. Broadly speaking. the productivity of the
land determines the distribution of the population. The populous
areas are the valley plains of the winter wheat and millet area (the
loess plateau in the northwest par* of the country), the winter wheat
and kaoliang area (the North China Plain and Shantung Highland),
the Szechwan ricegrowing area (R~d Basin). the rice and wheat area
(the lower Yangtze Valley Plain), and the double-cropping rice area of
the Canton Delta. The Yangtze Delta and the Red Basin of Szechwan,
which have slightly leached and weak acid soils are the most denselv
populated areas.

Minerals

The country’s mineral wealth is impressive. Nearly all minerals are
found within the extensive boundaries of the country, most of them in
appreciable quantities. In coal mainland China ranks third in the
world with reserves totaling one-tenth of those of the United States,
one-fifth of those of the Soviet Union, and one-third of those of
Canada. Its known reserves of petroleum are reported to be extensive,
and new sources are being discovered. Reserves of tungsten,
manganese, antimony, and tin are large. Uranium has been reported
in many parts of the countrv, mostly in the northeast and northwest.
Other metals present-in appreciable quantities are aluminum,
mercury, molvbdenum, magnesium, sulfur, and bismuth. Chromium,
nickel, cobalt, silver, and platinum are almost completely absent (see
ch. 15, Industry).

Flora and Fauna

The vast extent, climatic range, ard varied terrain of mai 'ind
China have produced a complex array of flora and fauna, including
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species unique to that country. Natural cover ranges from swamps to
rain forests and from barren, rocky tundra and desert to tropical
vegetation. Broadly speaking, the country is dominated by grasslands
and desert in the northwest and extensive woodlands in the

southeast.
Some species of animals that have become exfinct elsewhere have

survived in mainland China, such as the great paddlefish of the

Yangtze River and the giant salamander found in the western part of
the country. Along the Tibetan border the giant panda is to be found,
as are the goat antelope, numerous species of pheasants, and many
rare species of other birds. Carp and catfish are among ‘the most
common fresh-water food fish. In the extreme southern provinces
animal life includes tropical reptiles, amphibians, birds. and
mammals. -

POLITICAL DIVISIONS

The country, as of late 1971. was divided for administrative
purposes into twenty-one provinces, five autonomous regions, and
three special municipalities that had essentially the ‘status of
provinces. Provinces were subdivided into intermediate level districts
(chuan-ch’u) that in turn were composed of counties (hsien). Below
the county level were the People’s Communes and areas designated as
towns. P-svincially administered minicipalities (shih) also were found.
Some provinces had autonomous districts or counties that were given
this special status because ethnic minorities were concentrated there.

The administrative structure generally showed a trend during the
1960s toward standardization and simplification, apparentlv to
strengthen and increase the effectiveness of central control—the
Cultural Revolution had an important impact on this structure but
the effects, if any, were not known. At the county level little change
appears to have occurred, the number in 1971 being about 2.200 for
the whole country. An unknown number of new districts was reported
set up; presumably these were related to the population growth. The
number of such intermediate districts and their equivalents totaled
perhaps close to 200 in the early 1970s. Adjustments in the boundaries
of first order administrative units were minor until about 1969, when
Kansu Province and the three northeasiern provinces of
Heilungkiang, Kirin, and Liaoning were enlarged at the expense of
Inner Mongolia. Information available_in late 1971 indicated that
Ninghsia Hui had also been enlarged. The divisions in the
autonomous regions were similar to those of the provinces.

POPULATION _

In the absence of official census figures or even firm estimates by
the communist regime, students of the China mainland were forced in
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1971 to rely chiefly on educated guesses as to the population of the
country and its growth rate. Estimates by 1970 ranged from a low of
720 million to as high as 840 million. The variations were produced
chiefly by differing estimates as to the accuracy of the last published
census (1953) and differing analyses of vital statistics, as well as the
impact of famine and other factors.

Within the range given are estimates made by the United Nations
(UN), the United States Bureau of the Census, the United States
Department of State. publications within the Republic of China on
Taiwan, Japanese sinologists, and Chinese Communist propaganda
broadcasts and press releases. The difference between the higher and
lower estimates is greater than the population of Japan, Indonesia, or
Pakistan; but most authorities, including the Chinese, are in general
agreement that the natural increase has been running at 2 to 2.5
percent a vear since about 1965. This rate, if continued. would mean a
doubling of the population in about twenty-seven to thirtv-six years.
One United States government estimate placed the birth rate for 1969
at 42.7 per 1,000 and the death rate at 20.6 per 1,000—a natural
increase for that year of 22.1 per 1,000. Some other demographers
regarded this as much too high an estimate for births. Men reportedly
outnumbered women by nearly 3 percent in that year based on the
same estimate.

The Chinese growth rate is believed to have exceeded 2 percent in
most years after 1953, except from 1959 to 1961, when poor harvests
presumably reduced it. The official report of the 1953 census showed a
population of 583 million in the PRC and a *total population™ of
Chinese, including those living in Taiwan or overseas (almost all in
Asia), of nearly 602 mnillion. The last detailed population report from
Peking covered the period through the end of 1957, at which time the
population of the PRC was estimated at 650 million, Detailed
monitoring of Peking announcements from 1967 through 1970 showed
a total of 730 million in the PRC toward the end of the latter vear,
but this is without adjustment for the natural increase during the
three-year period of the survey (see table 1).

Students of mainland China estimate that the country’s population
already had reached some 65 million by the late fourteenth century
and nearly 150 million by 1600. It may have been 313 million at the
time of the American Revolutionary War. Because of the rising
population, living standards began to fall, as the nation struggled
increasingly to meet expenses. -

When the PRC ordered the first modern census in 1953, the results
were surprising, not onlv to the Chinese, hut to foreign observers as
well. This census is the base point for most current estimates and
projections of mainland China’s population; these, in turn, are used in
many economic analyses in which population is a variable. There is
considerable evidence that the 1953 census was understatgd by a
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Table 1. People’s Republic of China, Population Estimates, 1967-70

Administrative Divisions

Population
(in millions)

Date of Estimate *

Peking Municipality __. . ...
Tientsin Municipality .. _____________.
Hopeh . -
Shanst .
Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region _______
Liaoning __ . e~
Kirin oo e
Heilungkiang - ____ ..
Shensi e e
Kansu __ e g mmmmmm—mmmmm—mm
Tsinghat . __ __ ..
Ninghsia Hui Autonomous Region _________
Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous Region __.____
Shanghai Municipality ________.. __.._.___.
Shantung __ .. . e —————
Kiangsu e
Anhwel __. .

Kiangsi .. . _____. __ e =

________________________________

Kwangtung
Kwangsi Chuang Autonomous Region _______
Szechwan _ .. oo
Kweichow .. oo e
Yunnan oo e
Tibetan Autonomous Region __. ____________

TOTAL e o e

August 3,1968
May 22

February 5, 1968
November 9
January 12, 1968
September 7, 1968

.May 23

October 1
September 1
October b
September 9, 1967
‘February 4, 1968
October 1

July 21
February 10
September 12
July 17

October 3 3
September 10
October 1, 1969
July 31

April 1

July 17 -
May 28

July 31

May 25

May 23

May 23

October 7

=

* All years are 1970 unleas otherwise indicated.

Source: Adapted from China News Summary [Hong Kongl, No. 346, No-

vember 19, 1970,

significant percentage. The higher estimates for current and projected
population proceed from this assuinption, whereas the lower ones in

general take the census-at nearer face value.

Structure

The 1953 census.made by the PRC government showed a ratio of
over 107 males to 100 f:males. Some demographers believe the
number of females may have been understated, The census also

- indicated that the population was relutively? young, with 15.6 percent”

under five years of age; 20.3 percent between five and fifteen; 17.3
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percent between fifteen and twenty-five; 14.6 percent between
twenty-five and thirty-five; 12 percent between thirty-five and forty-
five; and 20.2 percent, forty-five or over. By 1966 United States
official estimates concluded that about one-half of the population was
under twenty yvears of age. :

The United States Department of Commerce estimated in 1968
that the age ratios of the Chinese population would remain fairly
stable for some years. It foresaw a range of 36 to 40 percent for the age
group under fifteen by 1986, whereas the population between ages
fifteen and fifty-nine (which had accounted for between 56 and 37
percent of the total in 1953) was estimated to be at 54 to 57 percent
by 1986. The proportion of the population gver age sixty was expected
to rise from a 1953 range of 5.1 to 6,7 percent to a 5 to 7.3 percent
range in 1986. An estimated 28 million to 33 million men were in the
prime military age group (eighteen to twenty-two) in 1953, and this
number was expected to grow to 65 million by 1986. Economic and
educational demands. however. would, as a practical matter. reduce
the available military manpower pool substantially.

Distribution of Ethnic Groups

The majority group was the Han Chinese who. according to the 1953
census, constituted about 94 percent of the total population. The
remaining 6 percent was made up of various national minorities. The
ten ethnic groups with more than 1 million people each were the
Mongols, the Hui. the Manchus, the Koreans, the Tibetans, the
Uighurs. the Miao, the Yi (Lolo), the Chuang, and the Puyi. The
others ranged froin_less than 1 million to a few thousand (see ch. 4,
Ethnic Groups and Languages). Though their numbers are small, the
territories in which these ethnic groups live, situated as they are in
the vast regions along mainland China’'s borders, constitute over one-
half of the country,

There is considerable variation in the degree to which minority
groups have been assimilated. The regime has established controls to
keep most of them politically impotent. The most extreme of these
measures is the military occupation imposed on Tibet after some 2
million Tibetans rebelled in 1959. There are more Mongols in
mainland China than in the independent Mongolian People’s
Republic on the country’s border, but the two groups are politically
and physically separated. Three of the largest groups—the Chuang,
the Hui, and the Manchus—have become so sinicized that they
constitute mere regional and local groupings of Chinese who bear
political and social encumbrances of a minority ethnic background.

The Muslims of Sinkiang have traditional affinities with other
Turkic-speaking Muslim peoples in Soviet Central Asia, and there is
mutual suspicion between them and the PRC regime. Some hill-
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dwelling southern peoples have avoided assimilation, and their
- position on the Szechwan, Yunnan, and Kwangsi borders has made
them, to some extent, open to outside influence because of the
presence of related peoples on the other side. The 1.5 million Korezns
in the northeast adjoining North Korea have ties with that countiy

and are resistant to assimilation. ¢

Migrations: External and Internal

The Chinese have a fond attachment to their ancestral homesteads
and family traditions, which tends to keep population mobility at a
minimum—a tendency reinforced by poor transportation facilities. In
past centuries, civil wars, foreign invasions, and natural calamities,
such as floods and pestilence, occasionallv sent large groups of
homeless refugees wandering from dne part of the country to another
in search of food and shelter. Sometimes economic inducement and
the lure of official promotion also prompted the voung and able
bodied: to seek their fortunes in the big cities. On the whole, however,
the percentage of such voluntary migrations was small, and, more
often than not, such migrants retumed eventually to their native
villages.

There were three major population movements in the twentieth
century before 1949. First, there was a rural-to-urban movement that
had been in progress for several decades and became intensified as a
result of the growth of the treaty ports into such modern cities as
Shanghai, Tientsin. Hankow, and Canton. Because of the steady

inflow of foreign capital; the establishment of factories. schools, and |

modern communications svstems; the concentration of banking and
other financial institutions; and the protection that the foreign
concessions provided for their inhabitants during the time of China's
numerous civil wars, these port cities grew rapidly in size and
population. A continual stream of migrants from the villages poured
into these metropolitan centers to swell the urban population.

There was also migration of the people from the thickly settled
agricultural communities to the frontier regions of Northeast China,
Inner Mongolia, and Northwest China. These movements started in
the ‘late nineteenth centurv, when the rich unexplored natural
resources and the uncultivated arable lands of Manchuria seemed to
offer manifold opportunities to migrants from the northern provinces
of Shantung, Honan, and Hopeh: peasants from these hard-pressed
northern areas were forced to leave their small farmholdings to
venture abroad. As soon as restrictions on migration were removed in
the last years of the Manchu dynasty, large groups of Chinese
peasants from these northern provinces flocked to Northeast China to
cultivate its fertile soil and to settle down as agricultural colonists.
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As a result of this rapid increase in population, large cities began to
grow in Northeast China during the early years of the republic. The
Japanese invasion and occupation® of Manchuria (in the 1981-45
period) put a halt temporarily to the Chinese migration, but it was
resumed afier World War IL. Some migration also took place during
this time to undeveloped arable lands in the northwest.

Between 1860 and 1930 there was widespread emigration from the
southern coastal areas to many less populous lands, to Southeast Asia.
These immigrants almost universally hoped to return after they had

achieved financial success in their new country, where they considered -
themselves to be merely transients. Nearly all Chinese not living in ~

the PRC live in Asia. As of the end of 1968, within Asia (excluding
Taiwan), 77 percent of the Chinese lived in Southeast Asia (see table
2). Ninety percent of Overseas Chinese came originally from the
provinces of Fukien and Kwangtung.

' Table 2. People’s Republic of China, Distribution of Qverseas Chinese in
LIS Asia, Late 1968

Area Chinese
- Population ¢

Southeast Asia

Laos . . . 90,700
Philippines ... _______ ______. e v 136,641
South Vietnam __ . __ . __________ . ___ 1,180,000
Cambodia ___ . ____ __ . . " 7260,000
Thailand __ .. ______. . 4,000,000
B\.xrma.;_,_,-:_--____r-7"-“,___--_.“_,_? _________ 450,000
Malaysia _____ .. . . 3,712,183
Singapore _ .. __ ... . ___ o 1,499,800
Brunei ... . . 40,000
Indonesia ... __ . ________ . 2,750,000
Portuguese Timor _ . . __________  _______________ 10,000

Subtotal ____ _.___ ... 14,129,324

Other -

Japan e e e = 50,445
Sovth Korea .______ . __._._._._ . __ ____ . 30,810
Okinawa e e e e 2,068
Hong Kong . et e e meiee ... 3,892,070
Macao. ,,,,,, e e et e 190,000

Subtotal Aemmweee e _.._- 4,165,393

TOTAL e e .- 18,294,717

¢ Estimated.

Source: Adapted from Ajia Chosakai (ed.), Chugoku Soran, 1971 (Survey
of China, 1971), Tokyo, 1971, p. 238.

Since the establishment of the PRC, the nature of the internal
migration movement has changed. A systematic effort is being rnade
by the government to reverse the rural-urban trend by forcing the
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unproductive city dwellers to return to the countryside (see ch. 5,
Social System and Values). There is also a definite government policy
to colonize the frontier regions of Quter China. to use the colonized
people in large-scale construction work and industrial projects, and to
deal with the population pressure in overcrowded cities and congested
agricultural areas by moving a portion of the surplus population to the
sparsely settled regions in the west. In addition to economic
inducements, it uses mass persuasion, patriotic appeals, and
pressure.

_Although rural hardship had led to considerable migration to urban
areas from agricultural areas in the first decade of Chinese
Communist rule, policies of the regime have subsequently reversed
this trend. Erom 1949 to 1959 the urban population increased at an
average annual rate of 8 percent but, in the ensuing decade. city
population declined at an average annual rate of between 1 and 2
percent. -

In addition to directing these internal population movements, the
government has also been active in an effort to facilitate the
homeward journey of the Overseas Chinese, particularly those who are
well established and influential in their own communities. These
people are important in the communist propaganda efforts to win the
loyalty of the Nationalist Chinese in Taiwan. Among those who have
heeded either the appeal of the mother country or the attraction of
official positions are educated persons, engineers, and technicians who
have been trained in their respective foreign countries and who find
useful employment in the industrial development of the country. A
sizable number of young men and women have returned to mainland
China for advanced education; there are also many small businessmen
who have been lured to return with promises of financial rewards.
Despite complaints by those who have gone back and experienced the
communist way of life, movements for such migration have been
widespread in all Southeast Asian countries, particularly in
Singapore, Thailand, Burma, Indonesia, and the Philippines.

Population Planning

During its first years the government showed little official concern
for the population size, claiming that a large population was a source
of national strength and favorable to‘Socialist construction. When the
1953 census showed 523 million persons within the country’s borders,
it actually pointed with pride to the total, indicating that no problems
were envisioned in feeding and caring for them. Shortly after the
census, however, public discussion of birth control and planned
childbirth began and continued throughout 1954 and 1955. Evidence
of increasing official sanction culminated in the August 1956 directive
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of the Ministry of Public Health, which instructed all health officers
to meet popular demands for birth control information.

The first important family planning campaign began in 1956. It
consisted of centrally organized propaganda efforts, including films,
posters, and public meetings, and efforts to increase the availability of
contraceptives. The campaign reached its high point in 1957. Planned
parenthood was well received by the better educated and by the
cadres (see Glossary) but was generally rejected by the largely
illiterate rural population and poorly educated urban factory workers.
One obstacle encountered by the campaign was-the prevalence of old
values in the group then in the peak reproductive years. During 1957
Party opponents of the program, who looked on population limitation
as a hindrance to socialist economic progress, took advantage of its
poor acceptance to voice gradually stronger criticisms. By late 1957 a
change in official attitudes was apparent; the dictum that a large
population was an asset was again affirmed in 1958 as the Party line
in statements by Mao Tse-tung that a large population was a good
thing. ’

Suggestions have been advanced that the end to the program (in
1958) was also associated with anticipated manpower requirements to
be generated by the Great Leap Forward, which began in 1958, and
optimism that the Great Leap would make concern with population
unnecessary. Durir.g the Great Leap period, from 1958 to 1961,
however, despite the absence of official approval, limited birth control
efforts apparently continued (mainly in the urban centers). Occasional
articles providing advice on birth control appeared in the press, and
birth control devices could be freely purchased. During this time no
restrictions seemed to have been placed on sterilizations or abortions,
and birth control devices and medicines were allowed to enter the
country duty free.

Three years of poor crops and near famine conditions during the
Great Leap pericd apparently caused renewed concern over
population growth and were followed by a renewed and much more
vigcrous population control effort also mainly in urban areas. Large
numbers of Party activists were utilized to disperse birth control
propaganda. Social pressures were applied to secure conformity with
the official norm, which called for late marriage, a three-vear interval
between marriage and the first birth, similar intervals between all
births thereafter, and small-sized completed families. One
propaganda slogan was “'“Two children is just right, three is too many,
and four is a mistake.” In some localities, sanctions were reportedly
taken against workers who married early or had more than two
children; these ranged from denial of ration cards to dismissal from
government jobs. Abortion was made more widely available, and male
sterilization was encouraged for those with two or three children. As a
whole, however, the campaign was more successful in the cities.
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In rural areas a new. although indirect, impetus to planned
parenthood and birth control was given by Mao's call in mid-1965 for
expansion of medical care in those areas. There was a subsequent
setting up of mobile medical teams: by December 1965 more than
1,000 such teams were reported (see ch. 7. Living Conditions). The
large-scale shift of doctors and medical personnel to rural areas during
the Cultural Revolution—particularly after 1967—and the training of
large numbers of persons as *‘barefoot doctors’™ (paramedical workers,

mostly peasants) for rural service further increased the dissemination’

of birth control knowledge to the countryside, as well as providing the

personnel to actually carry out abortions, sterilization, and insertions

of birth control devices.

The propaganda and sanctions associated with the second
population control campaign were interrupted by the Cultural
Revolution in 1966; however. contraceptives. sterilization, and
abortions continued to be available without restrictions. After 1968—a
vear reportedly of record population growth in the PRC—the
government actively reasserted itself in pushing population control.
Many features of the earlier 1962-66 campaigns were revived.
Apparently a very sophisticated contraceptive pill was being
manufactured and distributed-free-at the beginning of the 1970s on an
unprecedented scale: a once-a-month pill was also reported in use in
some regions. Abortion was being widely performed by the relatively
quick and painless vacuum method and at the request of the mother
alone. Many women, who were expected to be full participants in
society—in politics. in acquiring education. in work—appeared to feel
that large families were a burden fo be avoided (see ch. 5, Social
Svstem and Values).

In 1971, although the Party line apparentlw still backed the large
population concept. there was strong evidence that the government
was encouraging birth control without resorting to extensive publicity.
This effort appeared to encompass only the Han Chinese. Information
available in 1971 indicated that birth control and planned parenthood
had not been introduced among the minority peoples (see ch. 4,
Ethnic Groups and Languages).

Official data on birth control results on a national scale were not
available. A commune in the Shanghai area visited by Western
newsmen in 1971 had reported a birth rate between 1.5 and 1.7
percent. A female member of a production team (see Glossary) stated
that all married women within her team used some form of birth
control. In 1969 the birth rate in Peking was estimated to be 1.6
percent and 3 percent for the city of Sian.
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CHAPTER 3
HISTORICAL SETTING )

Although earlier civilizations have existed elsewhere and become
extinct, China has the world’s oldest continuous history and
civilization. Samples of archaic Chinese writing, out of which the
modern written language evolved, have been found dating back to the
second millennium B.C. When those words were written, Chinese
civilization—at that time confined to the Yellow River valley of North
China—had already acquired many of its distinctive and enduring
characteristics (see ch. 8, Education, Intellectual Expression, and the
Arts).

The Chinese always have been historv minded and have kept
voluminous records since very early times. It is largely as a result of
these records that information concerning the ancient past, not only
of China but also of the rest of Asia, has survived.

Chinese history, until the twentieth century, was written by
members of the ruling class and was meant primarily to provide the
ruler with established precedents to guide or justify his policies. The
official historians confined their accounts almost exclusively to events
pertaining to the king or emperor and to the relatively small circle of
people with whom the ruler dealt. Their histories told of a succession
of dynasties,j each one following a cyclical pattern of rising,
flourishing, decaying, and falling.

The official historians had a duty to make their history serve the
dy':.sty that patronized them. Nonetheless. they were expected to be
accurate and impartial, not mere propagandists. Since the communist
takeover, historians in China have been expressly instructed to write
history that serves the purposes of the regime. Since 1949 the
character of historical writing in the People's Republic of China
(PRC) has changed drastically, reflecting the substitution of Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism for the traditional Confucian ideology that had
provided the philosophic underpinning of the dynastic histories.

In the attempt by communist historians to make Chinese history
fit into the authorized Marxist pattern of progression—from primitive
communism to slavery to feudalism to capitalism to socialism—most
of the imperial period has been termed feudal and given scant
attention. The little that has been written by Chinese Marxists about
the imperial period (which lasted, with brief interruptions, from’212
B.C. to AD. 1911) has emphasized the activities of, and conditions
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among, the common people. The imperial historians had concentrated

almost exclusively upon the political elite. The chief concern of the

Marxist historians has been the role of the class struggle in China’s .
evolution and. therefore. attention has been focused on peasant

uprisings during the iraperial period.

Of various recurrent patterns identified by -independent historians,
an important one has been the tendency of the Chinese to absorb into
their civilization the people of contiguous areas by the superiority of
their technology, by the refinement of their artistic and intellectual
achievement. and by the weight of their numbers. This process
.continued until virtually all of what is now known as China Proper
(see Glossary) had become Chinese and the people of the periphery.
especially the Koreans. Japanese. and Vietnamese, had become
deeply influenced by Chinese civilization.

A theme related to this tendency of the Chinese to absorb
neighboring peoples has been the great and ever-increasing size of
China’s population. From an estimated 65 million in the late
fourteenth century. 150 million in 1600, and 430 million in 1850, the
population by 1971 had grown to approximately 800 million. or one-
quarter of ‘the world's population. The great size of the country’s
population and. in particular, the dense settlement over many
centuries of the North China Plain and the Yangtze Delta have
greatly influenced China’s history and society (see ch. 3. Social
System and Values).

Another recurrent theme has been the struggle of the Chinese
people. who have always been primarily sedentary and agrarian, to
deal with the threat posed to their safety and their way of life by
predatory foreigners. At first the chief threat came from nomadic
tribesmen from the steppes of northern and northwestern Asia. but
later it came from traders and missionaries from the Near East and
Europe and eventually from modern business. missionary. and
military personnel from Europe. America, and Japan. ’

For thousands of years virtually all of .the foreigners that the
Chinese ruling class saw came from' the less developed societies along
China's land borders, and this " conditioned the rulers’ view of the
outside world. For millennia China saw itself as the self-sufticient
Middle Kingdom (Chung-kuo—the traditional Chinese name for
China), surrounded on ail sides by so-called barbarian peoplés whose
cultures were demonstrably inferior by Chinese standards.

By the time of the first serious confrontation with men from the
Woestern world, China had long taken for granced that it alone was
civilized, that its empire included “all under heaven,” and that all
relations between China and foreigners should be conducted according
.-ty the prescribed pattern of patronage and tribute that had evolved

over the centuries to gover relations between the emperor and
representatives of the lesser stiates on China’s borders. Since the mid-
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nineteenth century China has been engaged in an effort to reassess its
position in respect to Western civilization and to determine what
aspects of that civilization could be usefully adapted to serve China’s
needs. The millennia-old dynastic system of government was brought
down in 1911 by its inability to successfully make this reassessment
and readjustment.

One historical question about which there has been much debate
and little agreement is: to what degree the People’s Republic of China
has elements of continuity with China’s past and to what degree it
represents a break with that past. Given the length and breadth of
China’s history. it is possible for historical antecedents to be found for
many contemporary events and conditions. For example. there can be

* hoted since 1949: the persistence of the tendency of Chinese rulers to

impose centralized control rather than permit much regional
autonomy; the tendency of the rights of the individual to alwavs be
subordinated to the needs of the state; and the tendency of the
government to seek to control the economy and to keep it subordinate
to political and social -spheres of activity. The tendency of the
communist government to promote an orthodox doctrine that is used
to justify and explain policy is also cited by historians.

It is also possible to find many contemporary elements that are
without precedent. The denigration of the family and of the past and
the admiration of youth. of dvnamic change, and of the common man
and his work are total reversals of traditional Chinese values. The
technological capability of the government—its ability to exert
eftective control over all of the people at the grassroots level—is also a
significant departure from the past.

THE ANCIENT DYNASTIES

Chinese tradition traces civilization back to P'an Ku. the creator,
the first in a succession of divine and semidivine beings who taught
men the essential skills. Then came a train of legendary rulers,
beginning with Huang Ti (the Yellow Emperor), who is alleged to be
the progenitor of the Chinese people. Among Huang Ti's successors,
the best known are Yao and Shun, who are considered model rulers
and whose reigr:s constituted a golden age. They are reputed to have
governed wisely and well. and they also chose the ablest and most
virtuous men. rather than their own sons or brothers, to succeed them.
As Yao chose Shun, so Shun chose Yu, the hero who is said to have
drained off the waters of the great flood of Chinese legend. The legend
asserts that Yu left his throne to a son, thus originating the dynastic
system of inherited succession to the throne by males of the male
line,
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The dynasty that Yu founded is known as the Hsia dynasty. No
archaeological evidence of the Hsia dynasty has yet been identified,
but many scholars believe that the traditional account of it has a basis
in fact. The last Hsia ruler is said to have been a tyrant who was
overthrown in a popular uprising led by, a nobleman named T'ang.
This semilegendary event provided a precedent for the ancient
Chinese doctrine that the people have a right to depose unjust rulers.

The Dawn of History

The rebel leader T'ang is believed to hiave founded the Shang
dynasty, in which China’s known written history had its origin. A
wealth of archaeological evidence has.been unearthed in the Yellow
River valley—also the area of numerous prehistoric sites—that
confirms the Shung dynasty's existence during the second millennium
B.C. (see fig. 5). The traditional dating for the dynasty is 1766-1122
B.C. (see fig. 6).
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Figure 5. Pcople’s Republic of China, China’s Beginnings.

In addition to the specimens of archaic Chinese writing found on
the oracle bones (animal bones and shells used by priests in
divination), there are also inscriptions on a number of ceremonial
bronze vessels that date from this period. The workmanship on the
bronzes attests to a high level of civilization.

Shang civilization was based on agriculture, augmented by animal
husbandry. The Shang kings ruled over much of North China, and
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; - personages were buried with much ceremony and with articles of
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value. presumably provided for use in the afterlife. Perhaps for the
same reason. hundreds of commoners, who may have been slaves,
were buried alive with the roval corpse,

{ %

The Chou Period

The last Shang ruler was denounced as oppressive and was
overthrown by Wu, chief of a vigorous people from the Wei River
valley in Shensi Province. west of the Shang.area in Honan Province.
Wu founded the Chou dynasty which. through conquest and
colonization. gradually sinicized much of China Proper north of the
Yangtze River. The early Chou rulers established their capital at Hao
(near modern Sian) in the Wei River valley, west of the right-angle
bend of the Yellow River. The Chou dynasty lasted longer than any
other—from the twelfth or eleventh century until 256 B.C. Official
historians of the Chou-dynasty first enunciated the doctrine of the
“mandate of Heaven.” the notion that the ruler (the “'son of Heaven")
governed by right of the power divinely invested in him and that. if he
were overthrown. his fall from power was proof that he had lost the
divine sponsorship. The doctrine permitted them to explain and
justify the demise of the two earlier dynasties and. at the same time.
provided the chief justification for the authority of China’s rulers that
would be used by royal apologists from then on.

Chou kings parceled out their kingdom into hereditary fiefdoms
granted to royal vassals in a pattern of landholding and personal
loyalty relationships similar to that which prevailed during Europe’s -
Middle Ages. In the first half of the Chou period the Middle Kingdom
(which in early Chou times corresponded approximately to the region
now included in Shensi. Shansi. and Honan provinces) gradually
absorbed the peoples and lands to the south and east until all China
Proper as far south as the Yangtze and as far east as the ocean was
part of the Middle Kingdom. The barbarians of other areds,
particularly those of the inhospitable steppes and deserts of the north
and west. were hardier and more warlike and successfully resisted the
Chinese. even invading the Middle Kingdom whenever Chinese power
waned.

In 771 B.C.. under threat of barbarian invasion. the Chou court ‘was
obliged to abandon Hao. its western capital in the Wei River valley.
and move its seat of government eastward to Loyang in the present-
day province of Honan, Because of the -shift, historians divide the
Chou dynasty into Western Chou and Eastern Chou periods. The
phenomenon of the capital being withdrawn away from danger in
times of dynastic decay and being restored to an advanced position at
a time when the central government was strong has occurred
repeatedly in the course of Chinese history.
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From 722 to 481 B.C. (an era called the Spring and Autumn Period
after a famous historical chronicle of the time), the influence of the
central government greatly diminished, and warfare between the
frudal-states increased in violence and frequency. The power of the
Chou ruler continued to fade until the dynastyv was finally
extinguished in 256 B.C.

Although the so-called Era of the Warring States (402-221 B.C.)
was one of unceasing warfare. it also coincided with the greatest
flowering of Chinese thought and culture. The centuries of civil strife
were accompanied by fundamental economic and social changes.
Aristocrats became dommoners. and commoners rose to high rank.
Upward mobility was aided by the spread of education and the
development of d-mestic interregional commerce. Commerce was
stimulated by the introduction of coinage and technological
improvements. Iron came into general use. making possible not only
the forging of deadly weapons of war but also the manufacture of
plows and tools. Public works on a grand scale were executed by the
varicus states. Enormous walls were built to fortify long stretches of
the northern frontier against horsemen from the steppes. Large-scale
irrigation and water control projects were undertaken, and transpo-.
canals were dug. These public works were constructed by a huge labor
force, drawn from what by the third century B.C. was probably the
world’s largest population. By that time many. of China's domestic
arts had also taken their enduring forms. Chopsticks. lacquerwork.

<nd silk were being used.

The Flowering of Philosophy

‘he increase in government activity, for such purposes as the
cting of public projects and the collecting of taxes, had obliged the
lers of the various states—to- supplement their aristocratic
administrative staffs with skilled, literate professionals chosen for
their talent. not just their class origins. The new recruitment
procedures led indirectly to a revolution in patterns of thought.

So many different ideas arose that the Chinese accounts refer,
figuratively, to a “hundred schools™ of philosophy. Many of the
philosophers were itinerant professional government workers who,
besides teaching their disciples, were employed as advisers to one or
another of the various, state rulers.

The school of philosophy that had the greatest effect on subsequent
Chinese thought was the one founded by K'ung Fu-tzu, or Master
Kung (651-479 B.C.), known to the West as Confucius. The ablest
scholar-teacher of the age, Confucius sought to restore China to the
peaceful feudalism of early Chou times but felt that the only way the

di

hierarchical system could be made to work properly was for—each.

person to perform correctly his assigned role. *‘Let the ruler be a ruler
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and the subject a subject,” he said, but he added that to rule properly
a king must be virtuous and set an example of proper ethical conduct.
To Confucius, social stratification was a fact of life to be sustained by
morals. not force. He laid much stress on the possibility of remolding
men’s minds through education and taught that proper inner
attitudes could be inculcated through the practice of rituals and the
observance of rules of etiquette and decorum.

Mencius, or Meng-tzu (372-289 B.C.), developed the humanism of
Confucian thought further, declaring that man is by nature good and
is corrupted by adverse environment. Mencius also introduced the
idea that a ruler cannot govern without the people’s iacit consent. If

. the people successfully depose or assassinate the ruler. this is proof of

the fact that he has lost the mandate of Heaven. Thus Mencius took
the Chou justification for dynastic conquest and turned it into a
justification for populz: rebellion.

Taoism, the second most important and enduring stream in
Chinese thought. also developed at this time. Its lormulatmn is
attributed to a legehdary figure. Lao-tzu (Old Master), who is alleged
to predate Confucius. Taoism deals with man in nature, not man in
society, which was Confucius’ sole concern. For the Taoist the goal of
life for each individual is to find his own private adjustment to the

rhythm and patterns of the natural (and supernatural) world, to follow -

the Way (tao) of the universe. This is achieved by means‘of
nonintellectual disciplines: through mysticism, trance. and periods”of
solitude in natural surrf)undings; through spontaneous response to
nature; and through the avoidance of action. change, or making
distinctions between things. In many ways the opposite of Confucian
acti\,ism Taoism proved to many of its "adherents to be

subscribe to Confuc:an principles but on holiday or in retirement
might well seek the harmony with nature of a Taoist.recluse.

Another idea that can be traced back to philosophies current in the
Eastern Chou period is the belief that all nature is composed of

‘interlocking, mutually complementary opposites: yang, which is male,

light, hot, and positive; and vin. which is female, dark. cold, and
negative. Other beliefs that have survived from this period are the
concern with numerology. especially the number five—as in the five
elements, the five directions (including the center). the five senses,
and the five colors. Chinese astrology and geomancy also developed.at
this time.

One school of thought that originated during this period and has
had¢an enduring influence on China, although it did not attain
widespread popularity, is the philosophy of Legalism. According to

‘this ‘belief, man’s nature is incorrigibly selfish, and therefore the only
-way to preserve social order is to impose discipline from above. The

ruler should promulgate laws for his own purposes, and these laws

z
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must be inflexibly enforced. The punishment for infraction of the law
must be so harsh that man's selfish interest. will keep him law
. abiding.
The Legalists exalted the state and sought its prosperity and

1 martial prowess above the welfare of the citizens. Thev believed that
the state should consist of a strong central government overseeing a
mass of producers of primary goods. or-peasant farmers. Big
landholdings were thought to be a threat to the central power, whereas .
! merchants and intellectuals were regarded as nonproductive and
! therefore not to be tolerated.

Noted Legalists advised- the kings of the state of Ch'in and, when a
Ch'in ruler became the first emperor of a unified China, Legalism
became the philosophic basis for the imperial form of government. In
post-Ch’in timies the use of Confucian-trained scholar-officials to
administer the empire eventually led to a humanizing element being o
introduced into the administration, which helped to mediate between
the people at large and the Legalist imperial framework.

L4
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THE IMPERI)L ERA -

The First Imperial Period

. In the' WeiRiver valley. where the Chou state had begun. there .
: arose, after the Chou capital moved eastward, the state of Ch'in. By
. the fourth century B.C. the state had established a centralized,
f nonfeudal administration. The state was divided into prefectures
(hsien), each under a prefect sent out from the capital. not a local lord
or hereditary vassal. All persons were obliged to work in what the
regime held to be productive occupations. Conformity to government
policy was demanded at the local level. Clusters of families were
made collectively responsible for individual actions, and citizens were
encouraged to spy on one another.
By 221 B.C. Ch'in armies had gained control of all of the warring
states. The king of Ch'in took for himself the grandiloguent title of
First Emperor (Shih Huang-ti) and proceeded to apply Ch'in
administrative practices to the empire. Provinces, administered by
] officials appofnted_’*by the central government, replaced the feudal
: system of the warring states. The forms of writing, the codes of laws,
F . : the coinage, and even the axle-length of vehicles were standardized.
) Interregional commerce and agriculture were encouraged, and private
ownership of land was extended throughout the empire.

To further the standardization of thought and to silence criticism of
imperial rule, virtually all books (except technical works) were
burned, and many scholars were banished or put fo death. To prevent
regional concentration of wealth, the population was redistributed; to
forestall rebellion, the arms of the people were confiscated; and to
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fend off barbarian intrusion, the various northern fortification walls
were incorporated to make a 1.400-mile-long Great Wall. Ch'in armies
pushed forward the frontiers of the empire, and settlers and political
offenders were sent to open up virgin lands, especially in“South
China.

These activities required tremendous levies of manpower and
resources from the people. Revolts broke out as soon as the First
Emperor died in 210 B.C., and the dynasty was overthrown less than
twenty vears after its triumph. The imperial system it initiated,
however. persisted, with brief interruptions for more than 2.000 vears,
and the name of the first imperial dynasty survives in the name -
“China."

. Civil war raged until 202 B.C.. when a military man of peasant
origin named Liu Pang (d. 195 B.C.). who had in 206 B.C. gained the
title king of Han, was able to defeat his warlord rivals and ¢ain
control of the empire. Under the dynasty of Han (206 B.C. to A.D.
220), which Liu founded, nost of the political machinery of Ch'in was
retained. although some of the harsher aspects were modified or
abolished. The capital was located at Ch'ang-an (now Sian) in the Wei
River valley. and Confucian scholars, who had been out of favor
during the Ch'in period. were emploved in high offices.

Intellectual and artistic creativity revived and flourished and, with
Confucianism”given official patronage, Confucian ideals began-to-be
adopted by the government. Men of talent were recruited for
government service by examinations that stressed the Confucian
literature. Technological advances also marked this period. Two of
the great Chinese inventions. paper and porcelain, date from Han
times. The Han period was such a time of military and cultural
prowess that to the present day -members of the majority ethnic group
of China proudly call themselves “men of Han" (see ch. 4. Ethnic
Group: and Languages).

The Han emperors extended their domains westward to include the
Indo-European population clusters in small farming-oases scattered
along the rim of the Tarim Basin, making possible relatively secure
caravan traffic across Central Asia to Antioch, Baghdad, and
Alexandria. The pdths of the caravan traffic are often called the silk
route because they comprised the route of importation of Chinese silk
by the Romans.

The expansion of the empire into Central Asia came in response to
the persistent threat to the plains-dwelling Han Chinese of mongoloid
Turkish-speaking nomads from the northern steppes. About 52 B.C.
the danger was eliminated. The southern half of the horde submitted
to being a tributary people of the Han emperor; others of the group
moved west'vard. Chinese armies also invaded and annexed parts of
Korea and Indochina toward the end of the second century B.C.
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Han society consisted chiefly of the ruling class and the peasantry.
The ruling class was headed by a small hereditary aristocracy. There
were also merchants, but the Han rulers regarded commerce as
parasitic. and merchants were forbidden to buy land or become
officials and were popularly ranked as the lowest in a status hierarchy
of the four main occupations, below scholars, farmers, and artisans,
Nonetheless. those merchants with great wealth gained considerable
power. At the bottom of the scale were some serfs and a small number
of domestic slaves.

Han dynastic rule was interrupted early in the Christian Era but
was subsequently restored and enjoved another two centuries of
power. In A.D. 220, however. a combination of palace intrigues,
internal unrest. and external pressures brought the dvnasty to an
end: B

Imperial rule had already been undermined by the gradual
concentration ofi wealth. especially land. into the hands of a few
families ‘whose political influence helped them avoid*the imperial
taxes. As these landholding families increased in wealth and power,
the central government, relying on an ever-diminishing tax base to
support ever-rising expenses, grew progressively more odious to the
ordinary tax-paying public. This succession of events—concentration
of wealth, a diminished tax base, and excessive taxation upon that
base—has marked the onset of decay for every major dvnasty since

_ the Han period.

~ The collapse of the Han dynasty may also have been accelerated by

the weakening of the intellectual and religious consensus in the
empire resulting from the introduction into China of Buddhism.
propagated by missionaries from India in the late Han era.

Era of Division

With the collapse of the Han dynasty, the unity of empire
dissolved. For 3 1/2 centuries, which Chinese historians call the Six
Dynasties Period. the empire remained divided. At first there
emerged three kingdoms—one in the north, another in Szechwan, and
a third in the Yangtze River valley. The Era of the Three Kingdoms
(as this period is traditionally called) is remembered by the Chinese
as an age of chivalry. valor, and adventure. The Chin dynasty
reunited most of China for a relatively brief period (A.D. 265-420),
but it was too weak to hold back the tide of barbarian advance from
the north. ~

Foreign influences were important in this period. North China came
under the domination of several successive dynasties of non-Chinese-
speaking barbarians, although gradually the various barbarian ruling
groups became increasingly sinicized in culture and through
intermarriage. The northerners were at first more receptive to
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Buddhism than was the conservative population of South China, but
gradually Buddhism became & popular religion in both north and
south. o
Pilgrimages by Chirese converts to the sacred Buddhist sites in
India greatly expanded China’s knowledge concerning the peoples and
countries to be found between India and China. As Chinese knowledge
in various fields expanded, major technological advances were made.

The invention of gunpowder (at that timeé for use in fireworks only)

and the wheelbarrow and: advances in medicine, astronomy, ‘and
cartography date from the Six Dynasties Period.

Restoration of Empire

In AD. 589 a general of Han Chinese family with ties to the
barbarian aristocracy brought ahout the reunification of the Chinese
Empire. The Sui dynasty that he founded lasted for only two reigns.
Its early demise was the result of the government’s excessive demands
on the people to carry out ambitious public projects and military
adventures aimed at expanding imperial control over much of Central

""and Southeast Asia as well as Manchuria and northern Korea.

After a chaotic period following the popular revolt that overthrew
the dynasty, there emerged the T’ang dynasty (618-907), which is
regarded by historians as a high point in Chinese civilization equal, or
even superior, to the Han period. A governmental system was built on
Sui foundations that was to survive for three centuries under T'ang
emperors. Civil service examinations based on a Confucian
curriculum, first instituted in Han times, became standard T ang
recruitment procedure. The hureaucratic machinery of the empire was
refined. and the T'ang government and its code of laws hecame
models for neighboring states.

The flowering of Chinese culture that occurred during the Tang
period-was partly the result of stimuli received from abroad that
contributed to a renewal of Chinese creativity in all fields. It was the
golden age of Chinese literature and art (see ch. 8, Education,
Intellectual Expression, and the Arts). Block printing was invented,
making the written word available to a vastly greater audience.
Government schools at the regional and national level ,were
introduced. -

Foreigners came from afar to receive the polish of a Chinese
education, and their presen.e enhanced the cosmopolitan atmosphere
of the T'ang capital. Ch'ang-an. In the tolerant climate of early T'ang,
foreign missionaries came to propagate their faiths—Zoroastrianism,
Manichaeism, and Nestorian Christianity—and Muslim merchants
and soldiers of fortune introduced Islam. Colonies of foreign
merchants sprang up in Chinese ports. The Chinese did not hesitate
to employ foreigners in their government. to use foreign imported
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goods in daily life (such as tea, introduced from Southeast Asia). and
to gain ideas and technological information from the foreigners.

The most significant development in the social system during the
T'ang dynasty was the gradual development of a new social group.
This group, which English-speaking Chinese scholars have termed
“the gentry,” included those persons who passed the Confucianist
government examinations, becoming degree holders in literature, the
classics, or other fields and thus eligible to be appointed to office in
the imperial bureaucracy. The term “*gentry’’ has also been used, more
loosely, to describe local landowners who lived in the provincial
towns, receiving rents from their rural tenants, and who were
members of the families from which the degree holders came. The
landowning class supplied the bulk of the scholars because it had the
money to pay for the lengthy classical education necessary to pass the
examinations.

The presence of the gentry made possible the governing of the great”
and populous empire by a relatively small group of officials. The
gentry, with its enduring status in the local community and its family
ties and shared values connecting it to the officialdo.n, mediated
between the rural population and the imperial government from
T’ang times until the end of the-empire in 1911. It was also the case.
however, that candidates who failed the examinations and degree

holders who sought but did not obtain official employment .

constituted an articulate, discontented group within the gentry, readv
to support or lead rebellions. '

By their military prowess the early T'ang rulers built up a larger
empire than that of the Han. In the west they defeated the Turks and
established a protectorate over Turkestan. Tibet. unified for the first
time in the seventh century, soon came under T'ang suzerainty. In the
east the imperial troops vanquished the land and sea force of the
Japanese and Koreans. A Chinese-led army even penetrated India.

By the middle of the eighth century T'ang power had ebbed.
Military defeats-were=suffered-by the imperial forces at the hands of
the Tai people of the kingdom of Nanchao (in modern Yunnan
Province ) and at the hands of Arabs who were beginning to gain
control over parts of Central Asia. Uighurs and Tibetans sacked the
T'ang capital. __

A barbarian general in the T"ang army, An Lu-shan, led a revolt in
755 that, although quickly crushed. permanently impaired the
effectiveness of the- imperial government. Regional- military
commanders came to exert more power at the expense of the central
government. The T'ang capital became a center of factionalism and
conspiracy. Popular uprisings in the late ninth century further
weakened the empire, facilitating the efforts of northern invaders. who
brought the T'ang dynasty to an end in 907.
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The Sung dynasty was fo:unded in North China in 960. Although in
979 it was able to reunite' much of the empire. it was not a total
reunification. The advent of barbarian regimes in the north forced the
Sung regime to move its capital to Hangchow in the southern coastal
area, abandoning the interior provinces.

The Sung period marks the commencement of modern life in
China. For the first time private trade overshadowed governiment
enterprise, and urban communities that had begun not as
administrative centers but as centers for commerce sprang-up. Urban
sophistication became characteristic of the Chinese opinion-makers.
The landed gentry. although largely dependent upon rural rents for
their incomes, lived in the towns alongside the officials and the
merchants. '

" The spread of printing. the increase in the number of schools, and -

the growth of private trade and of a money economy gave rise to a
new group ‘of wealthy and influential commoners. Land and the
holding of public office stopped Being the chief means of gaining
wealth and the sole means of gaining prestige and entry into the
gentry class. Industry and commerce were also important sources of
income. and the stigma that had been attached to trade since the
empire began faded to some extent. Maritime commerce was
encouraged and, with the aid of the mariner's compass, the Chinese
were able to wrest from the Arabs the Far Eastern leg of the East-
West maritime trade. )

Culturally. the Sung was a period in which developments-that-had.ee——- °

occurred in late T'ang times were refined. Among these was the T'éng
ideal of the universal man who was scholar, poet, painter, and
statesman. Another development of the late T ang period was the
decline of interest in, and tolerance for, foreigners and foreign things
and concepts. By the mid-ninth century the court had become so
antiforeign that it adopted a virulently anti-Buddhist stance on the
grounds that Buddhism was a foreign religion.

It was a period of conservatism bordering on reactionism. The chief
interest of the late T'ang and Sung intellectuals was to lead society
back to the Confucian classics with which the new bureaucracy had
become familiar in the course of preparing for the civil service
examinations. To the Sung scholars the chief Confucian classics. the
Four Books—the Analects, Mencius. Great Learning, and Doctrine of
the Mean—properly interpreted, could provide all the knowledge of
ethics and philosophy necessary to make a good man and an able
official (see ch. 8, Education. Intellectual Expression, and the Arts).

Among the Sung Neo-Confucianists who wrote commentaries on
the classics, the most famous and influential was Chu Hsi, whose
synthesis of Confucian thought and Buddhist, Taoist, and other ideas
became the official imperial philosophy. As incorporated into the
examination system, Chu Hsi's Neo-Confucianism became by the
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fourteenth century an unyielding orthodox official creed, which
stressed the one-sided obligations of obedience and compliance by
subject to ruler, child to father, and wife to husband.

The development of an urban way of life and the emergence of
urban amusements and tastes—for example, the appearance of
wineshops, teashops, restaurants, theaters. and brothels—were
contemporaneous with the development of urban pauperism, as those
without land gravitated to the towns. There also began a decline in

. the status of women. Among the town elite there was a growth in the
popularity of concubinage, the taking of secondary wives. A
preexisting ban on remarriage of widows also grew more inflexible at
this time and. among upper class women, there began the practice of -

—footbinding—the mutilation from childhood of fenale feet to make -

e s ) them conform to a shape held' to be pleasing to~Chinese men of the

time. The practice of binding women's feet was later to spread to all

classes of society. .

The growth and developmerit of a refined civil life was
accompanied by a decline in enthusiasm for military life. This decline
in military capacity left the empire prey to barbarians from the north.
After a protracted struggle with the Khitan and the Jurched, the

-- Chinese were in a weakened position when confronted by a stonger
: enemy, the invading Mongol army.

. : : Mongolian Interregnum

. The new invaders already had subjugated North China, Korea, and
. the Muslim kingdoms of Central Asia and had twice penetrated
Europe. Thus Kublai Khan (1214-94), grandson of Genghis Khan, the
founder of the Mongol Empire, had the resources of Asia behind him
when he began his drive against the Sung. Finally, after having
successfully defeated the Chinese army and fleet in the south, the
Mongol leader established the first non-Chinese dynasty to control all
. of China.

The Yuan dynasty (formally created by Kublai Khan in 1271)
gained all of China by 1279, after roughly fifty years of Mongol
. campaigning. By 1267 Kublai Khan had begun construction of 4 new
capital at Peking; which had been his headquarters in China since
1260. Later, the Grand Canal (which-had-been built in Sui times to
connect North China with the fertile Yangtze River valley) was
extended to the new capital. His summer capital remained in

Mongolia, however, at Shang-tu (Xanadu). north of the Great Wall.
The Mongol regime was never accepted by the “men of Han,” as
the North Chinese continued to be called, or by the “southerners,” as
the Mongols called the Chinese of the Southern Sung kingdom.
“Kublai Khan, who, as the Great Khan, was head of the entire Mongol
realm as well as of the Chinese empire, preferred employing non-
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Chinese from other-parts of the Mongol domain—Russia, the Near

East, and Central Asia—in those positions for which no competent

Mongol could be found. .

The influence of other foreigners upon the Yuan dynasty was also

- - considerable. Related to this time are the first records of travel by
: Westerners, including both merchants and missionaries, into China
after the fall of the Roman Empire. In the last years of the thirteenth
century Franciscan monks reached China, and one of them bhuilt a
church in Peking with the consent of Kublai Khan. The most famous
European traveler of the period was the Venetian Marco Polo, whose
account of his trip to China and life there astounded the people of
Europe. The effect of Europeans upon China, however. was neither as
great nor as lasting as that of the peoples and cultures of the eastern
half of the Mongol Empire. From this period dates the conversion to -
Islam, by Muslims of Central Asia, of large numbers of-Chinese in the
northwest and southwest. At this time also the Mongols acquired
Tibetan Buddhism, also known as Lamaism. The Mongols attempted
to promote Tibetan Buddhism in China and gave it a favored position
at court.

The Chinese Regain Power

Rivalry among the Mongol imperial heirs. natural disasters— -
especially frequent floods of the Yellow River. (which had drastically
changed its course in 1194 from north-to south of the Shantung
Peninsula, Teaching the sea through the mouth of the Huai River)—
and numerous peasant rebellions against the unpopular Mongol
regime led to the collapse of the Yuan dynasty. In 1368 Chu Yuan-
chang, a Han Chinese peasant and former Buddhist monk who had
become a rebel army leader, emerged as successor to the Great Khan .
. as ruler of China Proper. He founded the Ming dynasty, with-its o
capital at Nanking. After his death the capital was moved, in 1421, to
Peking, the city Kublai Khan had built.

The zenith of Ming power was reached during the reign of the third
Ming emperor, Yung-lo; who reigned from 1403 to 1424. The Chinese
armies reconquered Annam and kept back the Mongols, while the
Chinese fleet ranged the China seas and the Indian Qcean, cruising as
far as the east coast of Africa. The maritime Asian nations sent
envoys to perform the kowtow (formal prostration) in homage to the
Chinese emperor. The tribute they sent, together with the gifts China- - -
gave in return, were of a volume substantial enough to constitute
international trade. ¢

Between 1405 and 1433 the eunuch admiral Cheng Ho led seven
separate voyages of the imperial fleet to the Nan Yang (Southern
Ocean). After 1433, however, Ming policy was to concentrate its
energies on preventing another harbarian land invasion, either by .the .

¥




Mongols or, later, by a northern ethnic group related to the Mongols,
the Manchus. Trade expeditions to the Nan Yang were banned.

The cessation of imperial interest in maritime Southeast Asia may
have been in part caused by the development of a conservative
climate at court, brought about by pressure from the powerful Neo-

Confucianist bureaucracy, which led to the revival of the traditional :
denigration of trade and commerce. The low esteem in which these LR
—_ occupations were held was enforced by the fact that the path to*power
) and prestige in Ming times was through internal politics and :
7 . * Confucian erudition, not through trade. The stability of the 2-1/2
' centuries of the Ming dynasty, which were without major disruptions
) of the economy, arts, society, or politics, promoted a belief among
o ' Chinese that they had achieved the most satisfactory civilization on
earth and that nothing foreign was needed or welcome.
: This belief in China’s self—sufﬁcienc;’{ impeded relations-with the
Portuguese and other European traders and'missionaries who began to
appear along the coast of China and elsewhere-in the Far East during
the sixteenth century. The Portuguese were the first to be permitted
to establish a trading settlbment, in Macao, but all the Western
traders were severely restricted in their activities by the emperor.
The efforts of the Portuguese missionary Saint Francis Xavier to
Christianize China were frustrated by the imperial ban on his entry
into the mainland. He died off the coast of China, . R

The focus. of Chinese pride was‘not as much their ethnic group or
territory as it was. their way of life, their a:ts, their government. and
- their social arrangements, Aware of-the Chinese cultural pride, the
. Jesuij Matteo Ricci (1552-1610) gained a foothold in Peking by
z familiarizing himself with Chinese customs, institutions, and classical
learning so. that he could .present Christianity in terms ‘ ’ —
coinprehensible to the Chinese. The fact that the criteria for. being
Chinese were chiefly cultural rather thahf?ﬁ?ﬁ?w;éé to prove of great
importance to the Manchus when they became China's new rulers in
the seventeenth century.

Long wars with the Mongols, incursions by the Japanese into
Korea, and harassment of Chinese coastal cities by the Japanese in
the sixteenth century weakened the Ming dynasty. Its overthrow in
1644 by the leader of the last of numerous rebellions against it. in
turn, weakened China so that it was once again ripe for an alien
takeover,
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The Late Imperial Period

Rivalry among the rebels after the fall of the Ming regime left a
power vacuum that -the Manchu armies easily filled. In 1644 the
Manchus took Peking and became master of North China,
establishing the Ch’ing dynasty (1644-1911). M ¢ adherents resisted
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the Manchus for many years. however. By 1683 the last Ming
pretender had been taken prisoner, the Ming stronghold on Taiwan
had been captured. and the last vestiges of rebe[lion'in South China
had been quelled. The empire was to remain- in Manchu hands until
the twentieth centiity: Fme et
Although the,Manchus were not Fan Chinese, they had, in contrast
to the Mongols, been sinicized to a great degree before coming to
power and, realizing the importance of doing things the Chinese way
if they were to dominate the empire, they took over many institutions +
of Ming and earlier Chinese derivation. "They buried the last Ming
emperor (who had committed suicide) with full honors and claimed
that they had come to suppress the anti-Ming rebels and restore
order. They also continued the Confucian cult rituals. over which the
e: perors had traditionally presided.
'The Manchus also retained, until 1905, the Confucian civil service
" examination system for recruiting Chinese officials. Many Chinese
found employment with the new regime. Although Chinese were
barred from the highest offices. outside the capital Chinese officials
predominated over Manchu officeholders, except in military positions.
The Manchus retained the Chinese administrative system that had
been perfected in Ming times. Under this system the administration
was divided among civil, military, and censorial branches. the last
branch being a systematized inspector corps assigned to check on the
other two and report back to the throne. The Neo-Confucianist
philosophy, with its emphasis on obedience by the subject to the ruler,
was also retained and was enforced as the state ideology.
The Manchu emperors also patronized Chinese literary projects of
— T~enormous scope. Great dictionaries and encyclopediss were compiled;
a complete collection of Chinese literature was assembled: and an

.- edition of the twenty:four dynastic histories was published. Since it is

known that the dominant concern of the Ch'ing dynasty was to retain
its control of .China, it has been suggested by historians that the
purpose of the emperors in sponsoring these massive literary projects
was to keep Chinese scholars harmlessly ‘oc¢upiéd” ?o’flﬁl"tﬁﬁy’f‘\’io—\ila‘
not trouble the foreign regime. The imperial literary projects also
made possible an official review of Chinese literature. Connected with
the review was the imperial suppression of many works on the
grounds that they either criticized foreign rule in China or praised the
Ming dynasty. Nonetheless, the survival of much of China’s ancient
literature is the result of the Ch’ing imperial projects.

As part of their policy to ensure Manchu dominance over China, .
efforts were made by the Ch’ing emperors to prevent the absorption of *

the Manchus into the Han Chinese population. Han Chinese were
prohibited from migrating into Manchuria. No agriculture was
permitted in Northérn Manchuria, and Manchus were forbidden to
engage in trade or manual labor and to bind their women’s feet.
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—-—disability-when--thé-empire was confronted "by the Western powers.

Intermarriage between Manchus--and Han Chinese was forbidden.
Manchu emperors never lost their suspicion of the Han Chinese. In
many positions a system of dual appointments was used, the Chinese
appointee to do the substantive work and the Manchu to super"tse
and._prevent treachery
.1e was determined to protect itself not only from
internal rebellion but also against .invasion from without. From
earliest times the_chief threat to an established dynas'y in China had
always come from the. barbanans-on China’s land frontier. The Ch’ing-
dynastv carried out a policy desngned to- prevent its being toppled in
- this way. The Manchus had absorbed the Mongols-of-Inner Mongolia___
(present day ‘Inner-Mongolian Autonomous Region) into the Manchu
state before they conquered China. Afterall of China Piuper had | l)e_en
-subdued;. the Manchus conquered Outer Mongolra (now the
Mongolian People’s-Republic) in-the late sevenieentn century, and in
the eighteenth century the Manchus: conquered_Central:Asra as far as
the Pamirs-and_established a_ protectorate over Tibetr— ——
The-Ch'ing thus ‘becanie the first dynasty to eliminate successfully
all danger to China.Proper from-across its"land borders. and during its
regime the Chinese empire grew-to-iuclude a Larger area than ever
before-or since (see-fig. 7). In addition, the Ch’ ng"emperors recelved
tribute from *he various -states situated just beyond the empire's
borders—Burma, Annam, and Korea.

Unanticipated by the Ch’ing emperors, the cluef threat to China’s
integrity and to the continuance of the dynasty did not come
overland, as it had so often in-the past, but instead it arrived-by sea,
reaching -the southern -coastal area--first. Western traders and
missionaries began to arrive.in large numbers. The dynasty’s inability
to evaluate correctly the nature of the- challenge these foreigners posed
or to respond adequately to it resulted in the collapse of the Ch’ing
dynasty and of the entire-millennia-old frameWork of dynastic rule.

- EMERGENCE OF MODERN CHINA_

The success of the Ch’ing dynasty in- mamtammg stahility proved a

The centuries of peace and self-satisfaction with China’s civilization
dating back to the Ming dynasty had brought about -little change
within the emplre, whereas the same time period had produced major
changes in Europe and the United States, culminating in_the- .
mdustrlal revolution. - .
The scholar-advisers who, according to Confucian theory, ought to
have -been the ones to guide the ruler in coping with new problems
including those arlsmg from the presence of Western interests in the
Far East, were serrously restrlcted by Neo-Confucian orthodoxy.
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Figure 7. Area Included Within Imperial Chiria in 1911.

According to the orthodox view, obedience to the ruler .was the
foremost duty=of.the subject, and virtually no room was allowed for
change; for loyal opposition, or for critizism..of official-policy. The
imperial ‘Neo-Confucian scholars accepted as_axiomatic the cultural
superiority-of Chinese civilization and the position of tha empire at
the-hub-of the civilized world. To Guestion this-assumption, to suggest
innovation, or to promote the adoption of foreign -ideas would have
“been tantamount to heresy. Imperial scholastic purges-dealt ruthlessly
‘with those who deviated from orthodoxy. ‘ )

By the nineteenth century the only major change to have occurred
in China for 200 years was in the number of its people. By the start of
the century -there” were over 300 million Chinese, as compared to
perhaps. half that number two centuries earlier, but ‘there had
developed no industty or trade of sufficient scope to absorb the
surplus lahor. ) i - : - -

Unemployment and land - hinge: -among the people led lo
widespread-discontent with the re sime and a breakdown in law.and’
order, aided by the weakening of the Manchu bureaucratic and
military systems through corruption. Lotcalized revolts began to-erupt
in various parts of the empire in the early ninetéenth centary in
response to déteriorating internal conditions. Secrét societies, 'such as
‘the White Lotus séct in the aorth and the Hung society in the south,
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which combined anti-Manchu subversion with bénditry,. gained -

ground.

The Western Powen_; Arrive

Historical accounts show that there had been visits of Westerners to
China from Han times, but it was not until the sixteenth century that
Westerners came in sufficient numbers or with sufficient resources to
make an impact. As elsewhere in Asia, the Portuguese were the
_ pioneers, establishing in the late sixteenth century a permanent
foothold at Macao, from which they Tmonopolized the foreign trade at
the Chinese port of Canton. Soon the Spaniards arrived on the coast
of China, and their flourishing commerce connected the South China
coast and Taiwan (Formosa) with Manila, Mexico, and Spain. The
currency of the trade was the Mexican trading dollar.

By the mid-seventeenth century the Dutch, who had arfived at the
beginning of the ceﬁfifrﬁd-dﬁven the Spanish from theéir base in
Taiwan. After the Manchus took the island, the Dutch received
permission to trade in Kwangtung and Fukien provinces.

After the Ch'ing pacification of Taiwan the emperor lifted the
previously existing ban on maritime commerce, and, four customs
houses were established at cities in the coastal provinces of Kiangsu,
Chekiang, Fukien, and Kwangtung. The British, who by that time-had
become interested in the China trade, in 1699 opened a factox‘fit
Canton, the most prosperous of the Chinese ports. The French also

sent traders to Canton and Ningpo and established a trading post in .

Canton in 1728, but French trade was not of: significant proportions
—-until the nineteenth century. )

The opportunities to engage in trade with maritime Southeast Asia.
under the protection of Western trading posts in the area, combined.

with the lack of opportunity in the overcrowded farming communities
of South China, induced many Chinese of the southern coastal
provinces to migrate to the Nan Yang. These migrants laid the
foundations of Overseas Chinese private enterprises that were later to
dominate theé domestic economies of Malaysia, Indonesia, the
Philippines, Burma, and- Thailand.

Trade between the lmpenal government and the Western powers,

was cairied on in the guise of the tribute. The foreign merchants were
obliged to follow the elaborate centuries-old ritual imposed upon
envoys from-China's-tributary states if they wanted the privilege of
trading in China. The etiquette lmposed on envoys of tribytary states
included the kowtow -before the emperor There was no ministry of
forelgn_affalt&mor any conception at the imperial court that the

——-Western powers woulllsexpect or desgrve to be treated as equals. The
sole exception was in thé case of Russia.
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: The Manchus were fully aware of the need for-security along the : -

.. imperial land frontier and therefore were prepared to be less dogmatic i : .

! when dealing with Russia,. thé most powerful inland neighbor. The :
Treaty of Nerchinsk (1689) with the Russians, drafted to bring to an
end a series of border incidents and to establish a horder between
Siberia and Manchuria along the Amur (Heilung) River, was China’s
first agreement with a Western power and was in terms of equality
between the tsar and the emperor. In 1727 a'second treaty with the
Russians delimited the remainder.of tHe Sino:Russian border. Envoys
from Russia to Peking were abliged to perform the kowtow but, in ia
return, twice in the 1730s Ch'ing envoys were sent to the tsar and :

: performed the kowtow before him, in conformity to Russian court

-5 rules for Asian envoys. A T

The traditional denigration of trade and the age-old habit of :
ighoring the coastal.region in favor of the interior-contributed-to the : !

-dynasty’s inflexibility in refusing at first to recognize as other than

tribute bearers the Européan traders who appeared on the coast of
China. Diplomatic efforts by the Westerners to expand the trade were
rebuffed. An official mission sent by King George 11 of Great Britain : e

“to the Ch'ing emperor to regularize the tariff and increase the number
of ports ‘open to British traders received in reply an imperial edict
commending the king. for his “respectful spirit of submission” but
refusing to expand the trade-since “our celestial empire Possesses all
things in prolific_abundance.” After 1760 all foreign trade was )
confined to Canton, where the foreign traders had to limit their
dealings to a dozen officially licensed Chinese merchants. :
Trade was not the sole basis of contact with the West. Since the
thirteerith.century Romun Catholic missionaries had been attempting
to establish their church in China. By the eighteenth century several
hundred “missionaries, most of them Jésuits, had come to China.
Although they had made only a few hundred thousand converts by
1800, the missionaries contributed greatly to Chinese knowledge in a_
number of fields, including cannon casting; -calendar making,
geography;—mathematics, cartography, music, art, and architecture.
European Catholic missionaries served as translators for the Ch’ing B
court during the negotiations of the Russian treaties and when the
eniperor received Western envoys.

.+ - The dJesuits were especially adept at fitting Christianity into a - ; J
Chinese framework, but they were condéinned by a papal decision in )
1704 for having tolerated the continuance of Confucian and ancestor
rites by Christian converts. The controversy over the Confucian and
ancestor rites resulted in the rapid decline of the Christian movement
in China. Emperor Yung-cheng, who reigned- from 1723 to 1735,
proscribed Christianity as heterodox and disloyal. The most effective
missionizing group in China was destroyed in 1773 when the Society
of Jesus was dissolved by the pope. By the early nineteenth century a

- s [

D B

Sl

o At 08 il

et 08 ok i e MO AN

|

[

1 E 8 B B i g

[T




[ mc

Aruiext provided by ic|

pollcy of extermination. of Christians was being carned out by the

. imperial government.
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The Opmm Wars *

During the‘elghteenth century the market in Europe and America
for tea, a new drink in ihe West, expanded greatly, and there-was, in
addition, a continuing demand for Chinese silk and porcelain. The
trade-began-to-be-so large that the clumsy fiction of tribute relations
was proving unwieldy. An additional problem for the trading powers
was the fact that China, still in its preindustrial stage, wanted little
that the"Westhad to offer, with the result that the Westerners had to
pay-for—their goods in bullion. In order to remedy the bullion drain
resulting-from the unfavorable balance of trade, the Westerners sought
products that would appeal to the Chinese. Gradually a three-
cornered .trade developed in which” Western ships, predominantly
British, exchanged Western merchandise in India and Southeast Asia
for raw materials and semlprocessed goods, which found a ready
marKet in Canton.

By the early nineteenth century raw cotton and ‘opium from India
had become the staple British imports intc China, in spite of the fact
that opium was prohibited entry by imperizl decree. The opium
traffic was made possible through the connivance of the imperial
bureaucracy, which had become corrupt and ifresponsible.

In 1839 the Chinese government adopted drastic measufes to ban
the import of- opium. In Canton 20,000 “chests of oplum were
confiscated and burned. The British retaliated with a punitive
expedition, thus initiating what became known as the First Opium
War (1839-42). Unprepared for war and grossly underestimating the
capabilities of the énemy, the Chinese were disastrously defeated. At
the conclusion of the war, there came a reversal of China’s relations
with the British, as the emperor acquiesced to the British-demands.-
- Under the Treaty of Nanking (1842), which was the first of a series

‘of agreements with the Western trading nations that the Chinese have

called the *“‘unequal treaties,” the emperor had to cede the island of
Hong Kong to the British; abolish the licensed .monopoly system of
trade; open’ five ports—Canton, Amoy, Foochow, Ningpo and

Shanghai—to_foreign. trade; .limit the. tariff on trade to 5 percent ad

valorem; grant British nationals extraterritoriality (that is, exemption
from Chinese -laws): -treat Great Britain as an equal in official
correspondence; and pay a large indemnity. In addition, Great Britain
was to receive the most-favored-nation treatment, a diplomatic
formula meaning that it would receive whatever concessions were
grantec. other powers then or later.

In 1844 the United States and France were able to wrest from the
emperor commercial and legal concessions similar to those granted
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the British, including the most-favored-nation treatment. The Ch'ing
court lacked the power to refuse.

The Second Opium War, also known as the Arrow War of 1856 to
1860, was'undertaken by France and Great Britain jointly against the .
Chinese government. It was touched off by an Jincident involving :
imperial officers and troops .in Canton boarding the.Arrow, a ship :
flying the British flag but which | belonged to a Chinese resident of
Hong Kong. The French joined the expedition on the grounds of
seeking recompense for the execution of a French missionary who had ¢
resided illegally in the interior up to the time of his death. :

In 1858 a'series of treaties were signed with- Great Britain, France, i
Russia, and the United States that became known as the Treaties of
Tientsin. By these treaties the foreigners were granted permission to .
reside in Peking rather than having to carry on their relations with the - e
emperor always through intermediaries at the ports. Additional ports :
were opened, and the interference of the Western trading powers in
tariff anc. customs control was reinforced and extended. The Chinese
also agreed to pay a large war indemnity to Great Britain and Frarice.

Freedom to travel throughout China was to be granted persons with .
- —_ DS Chinese visas, and unrestricted - travel in China was granted for ) .
missionaries. The Tientsin agreements had- been negotiated after
China’s military defeat in the Second Opium War. When the Chinese
— government delayed ratification of the treaties, the British and = —~
French armies in 1860 pressed on to Peking, where they burned down
. the old Summer Palace, including its library of rare Chinese —ie
manuscripts. The superior power of the Westerners vis-a-vis the SR —
dynasty had been established and was to increase at imperial expense -
during thé rémainder of ‘the century.

= - s

Expanslon of Westem Influence

Zoan

: Western influence was at first- conf'med ‘to Hong Kong, Macao, and
the treaty ports, where a society of merchan’s flourished, protected by
gunboats, chiefly British. Shanghai in particular was a dynamic center
of organized and aggressive commercial competition and soon had

— special areas of British, French, and United States settlement that .

competed with each other for Chinese markets and Chirese exports.

i - . Competition also existed among Western missionaries. Protestant —

missions from the United Statés and Great Britain arrived in the oo

early nineteenth century, and France secured the-issuance of imperial

edicts of toleration, in 1844 and 1846, to remove the ban on

Christianity. Since the early eighteenth century the Christian ¢ church

had been classed with subversive secret societies. The Society of Jesus

had been restored in 1814 and became very active in China in the —— -

mid-nineteenth-century. The Catholic priests lived and dressed in the R

Chinese manner and spoke Chinese, whereas the Protestants tended )
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to introduce Western modes of living as well as Western languages
into China. The Catholics penetrateddeeper, but the impact of the
Protestants was more dynamic and revolutionary. )

Some Cantonese, who had first become useful to the Westerners at
the port of Canton when that was the sole port open to foreigners,
accompanied the Westerners to the newly opened ports and to the
newly established colonies and the Straits Settlements, The
Cantonese who followed, the merchants to Shanghai and Amoy were a
nonindigenous element in the new ports, with their own secret
societies” and guilds, and they became a. Westernized and
intermediary group between the Westerners and the Chinese at large.

*Many of them acquired extraterritorialify as part of the foreign
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‘merchant establishmént. In the late.1840s they cooperated_in
assembling cargoes of male contract laborers for the worldwide “coolie
trade” that was developing to supply labor for mining and plaritation
industries the world over—in Cuba, Peru, the Pacific ‘Isiands,

- Indonesia, and Malaysia. Although an unenforced imperial ban on

emigration existed, other South. Chinese migrated freely to the gold
mines of California and Australia.

After the abolition of the monopoly system at Canton, the
comprador, a new type of Chinese businessman, came into being to
handle the Chinese side of the foreigner’s business. The comprador,
having knowledge of the Chinese language and the Chinese business
world, was employed by the foreign firm to hire the-entire :Chinese
staff, to conduct all negotiations with the Chinese business
community, and to gather information that would benefit his
company. From these beginnings there gradually developed a new
Chinese business class, ultimately dependent upon the protecsion of
the foreigner’s extraterritorial privileges at the treaty ports but with
extensive contacts in the export-producing and import-consuming
areas of the interior. ,

In addition to the encroachments of foreign commerce and

miésignary activity, there began in the mid-nineteenth century the

process of territorial dismemberment of the émpire by the foreigners,

__which was to culminate in the second_Sino-Japanese war. The first
step in this process was taken-by the Russians, who had maintaineda *
small Chinese-language school and an ecclesiastical mission in Peking -

since the time of the Sino-Russian border treaty of 1727.

.. The Russians had been expanding into Central' Asia in the interim
and 'by the 1850s had invaded the Amur watershed of Manchuria,
from which they had been ejected by the Treaty of Nerchinsk (1689).
The superior knowledge of China acquired by the Russians through
their century-long residence in Peking was used to advantage by their
-chief-diplomat in China, General Nikolai Ignatiev, Ignatiev placed his
expertise at the disposal of the other Western powers and, after
mediating on behalf of the French and British éxpedition of 1860 with
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the Ch'ing court, he was able to elicit on behalf of Russia the cession
of all of Manchuria north of the Amur River and east of the Ussuri ;
River. The British also acquired territory at this time. The'tip of the :
Kowleon peninsula, on the Chinese mainland opposite the island of i

—:Hong Kongrwas-permanently ceded to Great Britain and became part )
of the Hong Kong colom

The Taiping Rlebenion

The reversal of the empire's foreign relations was not the only
disaster suffered by China during the mid-nineteenth century.
Natural calamities abounded, including droughts, famines, and floods.

The. most spectacular flooding occurred when the couirse of the Yellow -

River shifted:--again in 1852, returning to the course north of -the
Shantung.Peninsula that had existed before 1194. Government neglect
of public works was in part responsible for this and other disasters,
and the Ch'ing’ admlmstratlon did little to relieve the widespread
misery caused by them. The disgrace to the Manchu -throne of its
military defeats at Western hands contributed to the popularity of
anti-Manchu rebellions involving secret societies: and other. groups.
The Nien Rebellion consisted chiefly of imperial .tforts to suppress
bandit groups that pillaged North China from 1853 to 1868. There was
also a rebellion of Chinese Muslims in Yunnan Province lasting from
1855 to 1873. The-Tungan Rebellion troubled the northwest from 1862
to 1868. :
It was South China; however, the last area to yield to the Ch'i ing .

conquerors and the -first piace to be exposed to Western influence, — -
that became the center of the most important rebellion in China, the

. Taiping Rebellion. This uprising was led by, and drew its ofiginal’
support from, the Hakka, a minority group in Kwangtung and
Kwangsi provinces. The Yakka (whose name means ""guest people”)
had originally lived in central China and had migrated south during
the Sung period. Their dialect and way of life were noticeably
different from those of their southern neighbors, and interethnic
friction had developed in areas where the Hakke: were concentrated.
Without strong ties to the local scene, the Hak.:a’ were moré easily
attracted to Christianity and other novel, |deas_manvwerefthe more
permanently settled Chinese. :

" The founder of the Taiping movement, Hung Hsiu-ch’uan (1813-64),
-was a Hakka from a rural community l6cated near the trea‘t"bort of
:Canton. A village teacher and unsuccessful candidate for degree- -

holding status, Hung was a visionary who formulated an ideology that
combined ancient Confucian and pre-Confucian utopianism with -
selected Protestant beliefs. He soon had a following for his new
religion .numbering in the thousands. A military organization to
protect against bandits was formed and recruited troops not only

’
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amo;\g believers but also from other armed peasant groups a::d secret
societies.. In 1851 Hung proclaimed hiniself Heavenly King (T'ien-
wang) of the Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace (T ai-p'ing t‘ien-kuo)
and began to openly rebel against the Manchus and prepare for the
es(ablishmgm"of'the"Heavenly Kingdom on earth.

This kingdom was to be a reconstitution of-an allegedly ancient
ideal state in which the peasantry, organized into units of twenty-five
households. owned and tilléd the land in common. All property would
be held in common, and each such community would have a church
and a treasury. Slavery, concubinage, arranged marriage, opium
smoking, footbinding, judicial torture, and the worship of idols were
alkto be eliminated.

Taiping -intolerance of the esoteric rituals and guasi-religious
doctrines used by the Triad Society and other well-organized secret
societies of South China deprived the movement of some able troops.
and this. in turn, contributed to the ultimate defeat of the Taiping
rebels. Before the Chinese army succeeded in crushing the revolt,
however, fourteen years had passed. and well over 30 million people
had been killed. .

In order to crush the popular rebellion, the Ch'ing court needed a
stronger and more popular army than-the demoralized imperial forces.
‘These forces had proved barely equal to the challenge posed by the
relatively small White Lotus rebellion of 1796-1804, In response to the
emergency. the court ordered a Hunan scholar-official. Tseng Kuo-fan
(1811-72), to raise a militia to defend his province. The army Tseng
created and paid for by local taxes became the nucleus of a new Han
iP‘Chinese-led modern army. - , -

The Self-Strengthening Movement

The challenge posed by Western imperialism and the Taiping
Rebellion stirred the—court and scholar-officials to an effort at
reversing the dynastic decline. This was to be accomplished through
the restoration of the traditional order by a return to Confucian

morality,_At the"same time, Western technology was to be applied
where it could provide help in practical matters,

—The effort to graft Western technology on 1o traditional Chinese
thought and institutions was known as the Self-Strengthening
Movement. In the 1860s. as a result of this spirit. of fenewal. a
semblance of order was restored to the central piovinces; agricultural
rehabilitation was undertaken; government examination for
officeholders, a practice sthat had lapsed, was resumed; and private
schools and libraries were opened. Arsenals of Western-style arms
were collected; Western technical works were translated; steamships
were built: and an -office was -created to provide a regular
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administrative means for dealmg with the forengn powers aloag the
lines of a foreign ministry.

7 Although the chief interest of the reformers was to improve China
militarily so that it could defend itself against the twin dangers_of
foreign aggression and internal rebellion, by the 1870s government-
sponsbred industrial enterprises were also begun in mining, textile
manufacturing, and shipbuilding. Modern communications began
with the introduction of telegraph and railroad lines and the building
of new harbors.

The efforts at industrialization were severely hindered by the
interference of the bureaucracy, which tended to--discouragé
innovation as risky and..also t:nded to take profits rather than
reinvest them. There was afso a lack of coordination of projects. The
leaders of the Self-Strengthening Movement were mostly men like
Tseng, who had risen to high position on the strength of provincial
popularity and achievement, and their rivalry and regionalism

. preverited coordinated planning. .- -

Foreign Missionary and Territorial Encroachment

In the last quarter of the nineteenth century foreign imperialism
.and the disruption caused by the introduction of foreign culture into
all parts of China by Christian missionaries contributed to the decline
of Ch'ing dynastic rule. By 1894 there were more than 500,000 Roman
Catholics and tens of thousands of Protestants in China. More than
2,000 foreign missionaries were active in various parts of China, most
of them Protestants from Great Britain and the United States. Their
doctrines shook the foundations of Chinese traditional society and
were opposed by hundreds of anti-Christian riots, but the mnc.snonanes
had the protection of foreign gunboats.

The most serious anti-Christian uprising came as the century ended
when a fanatical group of anti-Christian and anti-imperialist members
of a secret society-called the I-ho ch’uan (Righteous and Harmonious -
Fists), known to the West as the Boxers, killed over 200 missionaries
and other foreigners in North China and Manchuria. In the summer of
1900 the Boxers, with the complicity of Manchu princes,+aid siege for
two months to the foreign- legation quarters of Peking. The forelgners
were eventually rescued by an allied expeditionary-force. °

The end of the mneteenth century also brought additional economic .
concessions to, the foreigners. By then, Europeans administered 5"*&:
China’s maritime customs and pcstal system_and set the schedGlé of
tariffs for the import of their godds into China. They also had the
right to establish factories, open mines, operate coastal and inland
shipping, construct railrodds to funnel commerce through ports under
their control, and patrol the rivers and coasts with their warships and.
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— gunboats to ensure the execution of the provisions of the *“‘unequal

ot
'

treaties.”
The foreign powers also at this time took over the peripheral states

that had once acknowledged Chinese suzerainty and given tribute to
the emperor. France, victorious in a war with China in 1883, took

Annam (Vietnam): The British took Burma. Russia penetrated into -

Chinese Turkestan (Sinkiang). Japan, newly emerged from its
century-long seclusion, annexed the Liu-ch’iu (Ryukyu) Islands and,
by defeating the Chinese in. Korea (1894-95), began to exert control
over that peninsula as well as the island of Taiwan. . *

The defeat by Japan stripped China of its remaining prestige. Too
weak to resist, the Chinese yielded to the foreign powers’ plans to
carve up the empire. In 1898 the British acquired on a ninety-nine-

year lease the so-called New Territories of Kowloon, which greatly _

increased: the size of their Hong Kong colony. Great Britain, Japan,
Russia, Germany, France, and Belgium each gained spheres of
influence elsewhere in China. The various powers were moving to take
control of the communications and industries of whole provinces. The
breakup of the empire into colonies seemed 1mm1;1ent for a time.

The United States, which had not acquired any territorial cessions,
dn 1899 proposed that-there be an “‘Open Door” policy in China,
whereby all foreign trade would have equal duties and privileges in all.
treaty ports within and outside-the various spheres of influence. Great
Britain, Germany, France, Italy, and Japan agreed to this.—

The Hundred Days of 1898 )

In 1898, in the hundred days between June 11.and September 21,
the Manchu court launched a series of edicts aimed at basic social and
institutional reforms. These measures reflected the thinking of. a
group of scholars who had impressed the court with the necessity of
making drastic changes if the dynasty were to survive the next few
years. T

The edicts covered a broad range of subjects and were aimed
especially at remaking and revising basic institutions: the scool and
examination systems, the legal system, the defense system, and the
postal system. The edicts also attempted to promote modernization in

~ agriculture, medicine, mmmg, and other practical studies. To help

achieve modernization in these -fields; the Chinese ‘government

“planned to send students abréad to learn from the more

Ftechnologically advanced countties. -

5 Opposition to the reform movement was widespread among the
gentry and the ruling class. With the support of these groups, the
Empress Dowager Tz'u-hsi, who had previously exercised power as a
result of a palace coup in 1861 but had been in retirement since 1889,
engineered a second coup on September 21, 1898. On that date she
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forced the young reform-minded Emperor Kuang-hsu into-seclusion
and took over as regent. The Hundred Days of reform ended with the
execution of six of the reformers and the flight of the' two chief
reformers, K'ang Yu-wei-and Liang Ch’i-ch’ao, to Japan. )

The conservatives then gave clandestine backing to the xenophobic
Boxer Rebellion. The rebellion was crushed by expeditionary forces of
the foreign powers, and the court was made to consent to the Boxer .
Protocol of 1901. This agreement provided for the payment of a large
indemnity, for the stationing of foreign troops in Chinha, and for the
razing of some Chinese fortifications.” As a result of the Boxer debacle,
the conservative cause lost much of its appeal to the Empress
Dowager. and many of the reforms of the Hundred Days were put into
effect-in the decade that followed.

Educational Reform

In 1905, the year that Japan emerged victorious from the Russo-
Japanese war, the civil service examination, with its classical
Confucian bias, was abolisked. In 1901 efforts had already begun to -
modernize the education of Chinese and to introduce Western logic,
science, political theory, and technology. Thousands of students were
sent abroad to study, chiefly to Japan, and an elementary school
system similar to the Japanege-was’begun. The Imperial University at
Peking was foundéd during the Hundred Days of 1898, with-a United
States citizen as dean of Western Studies. It was expanded in 1902 to
inclnde a Western langg_@gésq department. Later the name was
changed to the Peking National University (commonly abbreviated as
Peita, from its Chinese name). The university was to play a major role
in the popularization of Western ideas during the 1910s and .1920s.

Military Reform

By _the late nineteenth century Manchu army techniques‘ were
obsolete. and its discipline was poor. An archaic and demoralized
Chinese constabulary, the Army of the Green Standard, was also in
existence. e - .

Semimodern regional armies had come into being in mid-century
and were still in existence, relics of forces organized against the
Taiping movement. Tseng Kuo:fan's Hunan army, although it had .
been formally dishanded, continued to exist. There was also a similar
force, the Anhwei Army,:that had been created-by Li Hung-chang in
1862cizien e L i}

The need to crush the Taiping Rebellion and other rebellions of the
mid-nineteenth century had led the Manchu court to rely more
heavily than formerly on Han Chinese military leaders. These leaders,
many of whom had been active in the Self-Strengthening Movement
and who regarded immediate reform as necessary for China’s survival,
continued to serve as governors general of various regions after the
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rebellions had ended. They soon acquired considerable regional power
resulting from their control of local taxation, administration, and the
regional armies. .

In an effort to improve the quality of these regional forces. the
reform-minded governors~general set up military academies in the
1880s, often using German instructors. 'In 1895, the vear China was
defeated in the Sino-Japanese War, Yuan Shih-K’ai, a protege of Li

. Hung-chang of the Anhwei Army, was appointed to train a new

imperial army. using German instructors and methods. Yuan's army
soon emerged as the most efficient and most modern force in the
country and later constituted a-formidable weapon in the hands of its
ambitious leader. In 1901 the archaic militarv examinations, with
their stress on swordsmanship, archery, and similar other skills. were
abolished, and new military academies were ordered established.

The prestige of the Japanese army-had increased in China during
the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95 and increased further after. the
Japanese defeated Russia in 1905. Japan replaced Geimany as the
chief source of outside military expertise, and many- Chinese }zﬁ"cer
candidates, including Chiang Kai-shek. future presidént ¢ of the
Republic of China, then nineteen years old. were sent to Japanese
military academies. -

Constimtiox;al Reform

One’ characteristic featuré of the Chinese system of government
from ancient times had been that all power resided in the emperor or

his nominees. The emperor’s power, in" theory at least, was limited”

only by his moral principles. Rebellion-and-conquest were the only
means of opposing the ruler. The concept of loyal opposition did not
exist, although the scholar-adviser had possessed (in-the days before
Neo-Confucian thought had rigidified) an obligation to warn' the
emperor of any danger to the regime, even of the emperor’'s own
making. Since early Ch'ing times, however, the educated people (the
degree holders) had been expressly forbidden to make statements
concerning policy or to “‘associate with large numbers of others, or to
form alliances or join societies.” The only way of opposing the court
was to do so secretly.

In the 'vears after the Boxer Rebellion and, Japan's victory over
Russia, the movement among the leading intellectuals to reform
China’s basic institutions included an effort to introduce

-constitutional elements into the dynastic system, as had-been _done in

Japan. In 1906 the ministries were reorganized into a cabinet system.
In 1908 the Empress Dowager proclaimed a ntne-year program to
achieve constitutional self-government, and in the -following year
consultative assemblies in Peking and the provinces met for the first
time. The suddenness and‘ ambitiousness of the reform movement
hindered its achievement. .

65

ot




There also came in 1908 a change in the imperial leadership. The

Empress Dowager, who had been at the center of power for half a - :

century, died on November 15, 1908, On that day it~ was also L . o

. ’ announced that the reform-minded Emperor Kuang-hsu, whom the H B

" - -—Empress Dowager had forced into retirement, had predeceased her by

one day. The Empress Dowager had named as her successor a three- -

year-old grandnephew, Pu-yi, whase father. Prince Ch’un, was made ! -

.- v regent. The experienced, if autocratic, rule of the Empress Dowager e

was followed by the rule of inexperienced Manchu princes. )

D )

ta

The Republican Revolution . « - o

By the time the court began to institute constituticnal reform,
. many ‘Chinese had already become convinced that _the only solution )
lay in outright revolution, in sweeping away the old regime and- B
erecting a new order. As had been the case in the Taiping Rebellion, i
the leadership and the revolutionary organizational structure came T
from the Westernized southern coast of China and from the secret ’ :
society tradition that had grown up there in the period of the Ching ‘
; conquest. The secret societies, the only organizations through which - s
e the common people could seek to bring about & change in conditions, -
. were highly organized in South China, with lodges in several '
provinces and elaborate systems of passwords and signs used to
- identify fellow members, - :
By 1894 a new secret society, the Hsing Chung Hui (Revive China - ¢ .
Society), had come into bei::g ‘with branches* in the Macao-Hong .o .
- Kong-Canton area and in Hawaii. The-new-organization was founded [ :
by Sun Yat-sen, the leader of the Chinese republican revolution: - :
Sun was born into a Cantonese-speaking peasant family living in a B
village near Macao that had long been_in the habit of sending its :
surplus males to the Nan Yang to seek their fortune. Sun was _sent to
an Episcopalian boarding school in Hawaii and later atté?dedQueen's : )
College in the British colony of Hong Kong. He became a Christian : T
(Congregationalist) in 1884. His patriotism was aroused by the S S
~ aggression of the foreign powers in China in the 1880s. From 1886 to - L
1892°he studied medicine at schools in Canton and Hong Kong and !
began to practice in- Macao, but his medical career was ended when he :
. was forbidden to continue practicing because he lacked.a-Portuguese - !
- diploma. Already a reformer, he became a revolutionist. ‘
In 1895 Sun plotted to seize the Canton provincial government
offices. The plot was discovered; several of his associates- were . -z
executed; and Sun escaped to dapan in disguise. In 1896 he was in -
London, where he was recognized at the Chinese legation and :
kidnapped. While ‘he was beir.z held inside the legation building o .- =
before being sent home to be executed, Sun got a message tu Sir :
James Cantlie, his former medical missionary teacher from Hong
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Kong who lived near the legat’ .n'in London. Canthe brought presqure
to bear upon the British governiment to intervene.-As-a result-of the
publicity attendant upon his rescue, Sun at the age of thirty was an
internationally famous anti- Manchi revolutxonary -

By 1905, when- the reform ‘movement was, ‘gaining. impetus.in the
wake "of -the Japanese victory over Russia; Sun had already begun
organizing. revolutionary activity. .among the Overseas -Chinese
throughout" Asia and the Pacific: For this purpose Sun deyeloped his
connections with_the power{ul Triad Society and w w'fﬁ‘the officer ) S
corps of the newly modernized imperial army—-=_ S .

In 1905- Sun- issued- the-first_staterentof” his political philosophy, . R
the Three People s Prmcnples (Sa" ‘Min-Chu I}. These prmclgles-were’ » : oL
natlonahsm, * to-achieve- polmnal nity 0-8s-to.res lmpenalxsm, : .
¥ democracyj the estabhshmen of a centrahzed oowrnment on a : :

e e

e

Ly
Y

Adv 0( cur"cd in- t 1e° provmces of
an tung; The“.e demonstratlons were-lec. - :
an jmperi¢1 “plan to I ' L
rogd-trunklines, preparatory P S

H
.1; the imiperial gartisons-at § R
"’ropuganda, roseam P . P

on-returning
7Nanking as-
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. . -administration, .the provincial :
- parts-of-the-empire. namely-Mongolia ai

~ -Sun’s-revolutionary

_Aan-:

. e Wt
—_— s T a== =% e—

_ s - H

e ) ,—"rhviéional~ipresident of the Republic:of China, but,power:i-_i;épé'king‘
<. - had already passed to Yuan . Shih-k’ai,

com:nander in chief of the
modern imperial army, upon the regent’s resignation in December.
—In order to prevent division in-the country fromn destroying the new
republic, Sun agreed to Yuan's'insistence that.Chifia-be-united urider
a Peking-government: headed by himself. On” February 12, 1912, the
Manchu Emperor Pu-yi-abdicated, anc on March 10 Yuan took the
oath as-provisional president-of the-Republic of China.

[

T KBF;I:‘I?QLKCAQ,QH;N;

Althoughthe ChTing 1- gime hail-been overthrown, the-republic that

Sun and"his associates -envisioned" did not immediagely -come into — ;1

- existence="The-revolutionists lacked . an afmy, and-the‘power of Yuan,

“parliament. Yuan reviséd:the cqnstirtlifi(fp{é:ti'\iirli;é?d became-engaged- -

as- the ‘new chief-_executive, began. rapidly to outstrip_that of

in- reasserting ~the t,é’e‘f\it?a'l’;gov;ir,pm'ém;’s— fcon'gi;g_l over-.the civil

“military poveriors=and-the péripheral -
) nd Tibet. - e -
In-August 1912-a_political-party-was-bra ht into being by ore’sf - -
associate Chiao-jen. The new party, called. -
often abbreviated.as KMT), was-
vith-Sun’s -revolutionary -
nati ctions held
liament, Sung
ministration in

-a -majofity -of -seats in .parliament. -

the-Kuomintang:(N

campaigned widely.-
-power.. The-néw -party. seats..in amen
President Yuan-had Surig assassinated”in-March 1913. Yuan already
‘had-arranged:t} e-assassination of several_prorevoluti onist generals,
Revulsion:against Yuan-grew t cause of histactics and:also because
S government signed- in April-1913, without parliament’s approval; a
nt. with- a.consortium -of bariks- from--Great Britain,
ermany, -Russia, -and: ‘Japan: for £25 mill sterling..to
stration. The-agreement- with-the
 a°high-interest rate,.the:pl
-by a_joint-Sino-for

<~
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continuance of its domination of Outer Mongolia®and Great Britain
continuance of its influence in Tibet. '

In November Yuan, legally president, ordered the KMT dissulved
and its members removed from parliament. Within a. few months
Yuan.sus,
became the dictator. By:the end of 1975 Yuan hau proclaimed himself
president for fife and ‘doubtless would have-had_himself pro¢laimed
emperor had it not been for the oppos:tlon of the provincial military

eIvernors: Yuan died of illness in 1916, Raving falled to- found asnew
dynasty:. _ ] = — ‘ *H—f,“’“"’ .

- . . " . TheWarlszdEra = = -

The central go»ernment grew weaker. after: Yuan s death, and
warlords came to-power in-various-parts of Chma From fime to time
they took. over control of Pekmg The warlords were often mén of
humble origins- who had- risen to power through the ability- to assemble
and lead large and loyal armed bands. With their trofps the warlords
were-able-to-extract food, money,- and labor from cnlll,populatgon
ofa. given.area.” ~ —- - T

The -integrity -of. Chma was sxhreatened m only~m ernallv
warlords-but also from-without by the Japanese. When:
broke out in Europe in-1914, Japan:on the alliedside m(_)\ed to-take

* over German concessions.in-Shantung- Pronnce and-in-1915 set: betore
the government ‘in-Peking-its Twerity-one Demands which would

. have.plated-China_undér -Japanese- protection: With Umted States

support,. China- rejected somre-of these demands but’ vielded to Japan’s
demand that it keep-the” Shantung territory already in-its possession.
Great Britain and- France confirmed the Japanese claim to the
Shantung territory ‘by Secret treatles in. exchange for Japanese naval
support against Germany. . - -
1In 1917 China- declared; war-on Germany in the hope of recovering
its-lost province. The confirmation of the’ Japanese claim -to Shantung
—at_the_Versailles Peace- Conference:of 1919, in- spite of the- objecnon of
President Woodrow Wilson, brought a-storm of protest inz :China:
:Chinese. natxonahst feelmg culmmated ~in- .2 mass student'
demonstratlon “at-the- Pekmg Natxonal University- (Peita) on May- 4;}

nded parliament and the p*ovincial‘ assemblies and -

5rld War T

1919. This-was the- first.time that- the new intellectual group, edicated -

along modem non-Confucnamst lmes, was able to make 1ts mark on

7sup rt.a di "; A:

;gamst' the sngmngr by Chlha of the Versanles Treaév The :
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Peking warlord go
release them in

students. Shanghai

that

Treaty. .

great-port for.a-week to demonstrate-
As a result, the Pekin

R

N i i
vernment imprisoned over 1,000 students but had.ti
response to -widespread national support for the —n

merchants and- workers closed down- business in
rate solidarity with the students.
g government refused to. sign- the Vérsailles

Tiie- politieal mobili;agio;if of the 'schglar'lyr’é'laiss, @as_ ‘only--paft of

what came -to be

known_as the May ‘Fourth Movement: The more

- enduring-aspect-of the -movenient was-the charige in-the-ideology- of.
China’s-educated gioup;

brought about by the-attacks of these modern

scholars upon” Confucian- values. This- change ‘had hegun-before-the

May 4.incident but-gained

subject -to- ruler,

from-it. The Subordination-of
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through satire, launchied-
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first-author to°write in-the.
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pread; -and--popular literature; =~

e

ge; thrived: :

d:the revoliition. Sun-Yat-sen,
ished-Canton as the-capital of a
e-the.government in Peking, under
clung=to “its -claims of legitimacy.
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Communists—for control of China that was to last for many decades.
In the year that the CCP was founded, a Comintern agent visited Sun
and impressed him with the similarity of his Three People’s ,.
_ Principles to the aims of ‘the Sovnet Unnon, then subscribing to its
moderate New Economic Policy.
In-1922 the KMT-warlord alliance in Canton was ruptured “and
Sun fled to Shanghai in August. The Washnngton Conference of 1922
restored Shantung to China but too late to win Nationalist-gratitude.
By then Sun had: become. commltted to seeking Soviet support for his
cause. In January 1923-5: Jonnt statement by a-representative of-the
Soviet- forelgn -ministry and Sun in- Shanghan promised Soviet support
of Chma s national unification: _
. ‘Soviet. -advisers, the ‘most p'omlnent bemg ‘the Coniintern avent .
-Michael. -Borodin, began -to-arrive ‘in China in 1923 to aid- in_ -the
reorganization-and. consohdatlon of ‘the KM;lalong the “lines of the.
. Communlst Party. of the: SovnetzUnlon (CPSU). The- KMT which-had
1eturned to Canton in early. 1923, set up-local cells, following the
Soviet model. The cells. ‘elected. delegates 'to- congresses at higher
- levels, which'i in turn elected-executive committees. Party_organization
culminated:.in _a natmnal party ~congress.. and- its central -executive
committee. This system of- ‘organization. through .a progression “of
' 1nd1reatly elected- bodles -was-known as democratic-centralism: As in
-the.CPSU,. party:dlsclplme demanded ‘that; once a-policy decision hac
beén--reached- -at the:highest- level comphance was -mandatory for all
- party members: = = f F -
The CCP, organized in a- snmnlar -manner, was under Comintern_
- instructions to cooperate with. the- KMT, 2nd its members- were -
encouraged to_join- the-KMT" as individuals while malntalmng their
CCP affiliations. The CCP was.still small. It had a membershlp of
“only 300-in 1922 and only 1,500 by 1925, whereas the KMT in 1922
already had 150,000 members. .
In addition— ‘to--organizing 1he KMT par'v strurture, the Sowet
Union advisers also- helped the Natlonahsts setupa pohtlcal institute
to -train- propagandlsts in mass moblhzatlon technlques and gave

A 5 o A 0 0 Mt o

“Moscow ifihow to set_up-a-party- : '1angretumed in-late-
1923 he began to make plans‘—:for the estabhshment of the Whamnoa

It

R = { lang began the ‘rise to promlnence on
= . E 7. the basns of his- lnﬂuence with-the KM'I‘ army that was:to’ malie hxm
- Sun s succe§sor as }eed of th

-Chiang:- Kal shek; one. of Sun’s: heutenants several ‘months’ “trainingin
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¢ of anti-imperialist demonstrations led by students inflamed the
T people and. were followed by a prolonged boyco't of British goods,
T Great Britain- being regarded by the revolutionaries as the chief
A - imperialist 2nemy. ;. 7 o
- Great Britain restored to China its concessions along ‘the Yangtze,
and _the foreign_powers began to evacuate, their missionaries and to
— recruit ang -international force of 40,000 to defend- the foréign
: settlement-at-Shanghai.

L By early 1926 the commuiist bloc in the KMT had become

powerful, .and the KM:I‘ itself was ‘divided ‘between left- and-right-

P wing factions: In-Marclv of that.year Chiang Kai-shek staged'a coup in
- - i hisiparty, ousting somé of the Corlimunists from _positions of

- “leadership-and-emerging-as thy e'leader of the KMT. The Soviet-Union,
T for -reasons ‘having .to do. with -the. rivalry -betiveen Josef Stalin and

Leon~Trotsky: continued *o_support ‘the KMT army. This helped to

s - make possible the so-éet!:;édfN,égt;hg,@fE;gpeditiofg.,lauhqhédiﬁy Chiang
RS from,eamcmeih»Jplyzlé‘zé'go,unify:jalrdf-(fﬁiffaz -

T _ In-early 1927 *he KMT=Cep rivalry led- to a split in the

I, revolutionary ranks: The.CCE .and-the-left wing of the KMThad

" attempted-to move the Se’_atof{tHE:;;N@Qonél:iSt?fgiig‘emmént;to' Wu:han
; * - (see -Glossary), but .Commander. -in Chief Chiang,_whose northern.
“ - canipaign. was proving successful,- set Xis forces to destroying the -
Shanghai-CCP prggfﬁiitiojijiéﬁdf:és}gbjishgﬁ;gi government, composed
- @f%anficgjmﬁii;fnis'éKM!I‘fgjii’li@fy@qd',cii;jlia,ﬁ,é],e‘mgﬁ;gs_. at'Nanking in .
. -7 - April 1927 For the-moment there-were three capitals in-China: the
- ! internationally recognized- warlord “régime:in_Pekifig; the. communist
and _ieft-wing KMT capital at Hankow: and the right-wing KMT -
RS B capital at Nanking: Nankirig had fallen t6 Chiang's Nationalist troops
I in~March; <It would remain -the. Nationalist capital for the next
decade. ' ’ - - . )
. P -The Nanking Government ,
C By mid=1927-the CCR-was at low ebb. T}j’eftfmmunisfs,hgg:b’é*gn' e
- expelled. from: Wuihanfbygh'eijtf!,eft-’wing ’KMT:(or@gr,a]]ies; who, in  ~
- turn, were toppled: by a -military ‘regime, -and iz\iaﬁki_ng,bec@e_,thé

only-capital contesting Peking. Chiang was.destroying-the communist

- and- cq@i_’iiunj_étiéfﬁ[i_étédipgggrij'z@t,gﬁns,, at- the -sathe- time ‘bringing- - —
more_Chinese-territory under ‘his-control: By 1928, as a-result of the -. -
Northem‘i’{i_iﬁgq‘i@idgj! ;él_lfg}j}@hj_na:\?vqs* ‘at least -nom inally-under the

- -control--of the Nationalist ‘government- -at Nasking; The name of
-+ Peking,-which means. Northern Capital, was changed ‘to iping, -
(Northerii- Peace): h@"ﬁggni_{in?g"’féqv&n’méntf,rg’E?eijrﬂ O pt

X internativnal-recognition as’the legitimate government of China,

The-Nanking goveriment annotinced in 1928-that-in-coriformity to
Sun’s- formulation. of _thy “three stages of srevolution=military
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unification. political tutelage. and constitutional democracy—China
had reached the end of the first and would embark on the second
stage. The period of political tutelage would be under KMT party
dictatorship. with the party congress as the ultimate authority. In
between sessions of tiie congress. the central executive coiamittee
would be in charge. The government. therefore, was by the party and
was responsiblé to it, rather than to the people dm\

The decade during which- Nanking continued as the capital of
China was an era of accomplishment by the Nationalist regime. In the
diplomatic field success was achieved in negotiations for the return of
tariff autonomy, in the recovery of some of the territories alienated
from ‘China. and in persuading foreign nations to surrender some of
their extraterritorial rights in China. Foreigners were willing to give
up many of their special privileges because a semblance of order had
been restored in the country. The Nationalist government also acted
energetically to modernize the legal and penal systems. stabilize
prices. amortize debts. reform the banking and currency systems,
build railroads and highways, promote public health. legislate against
traffic -in “narcotics, and augment industrial and agricultural
production. ’ ' .

Great strides;were made in education. Most remarkable was the
progr;es‘s'm'é“\ih adult éducation .by a mass education movement.
Concomitant with this movement was a program to popularize the
" national.language and overcume dialectal xanatmns .as an aid to the

Unification of Chines€ society. The spread.of newspapem magazines,

and books, the use of radio and motion pictures, and the improvement
- of communications facilitiés further enhanced a sense of unity ameng

the people. - &

Contemporary with this :period of Nationalist accomplishment,
.there began to emerge the elements that would bring down the KMT

~— government. These were subversmn by the Communists and

aggrewon by the Japanese.

Communist Subverslon

. In mid-1927 the Comintern cause had awpeared bankrupt The
Cominteri™ expelled the GCP secretary general f~um his post and
blamed. him for its failure. A new policy was instituted calling upon
the-CCP t-, foment armedinsurrections’in both urban and rural areas
in preparation for an expected rising tide of revolution. In conformity
with the new policy, attempts were made by Communists to take
Swatow and Canton, and an armed uprising, known as the Autumn
Harvest Insurrection, was staged by peasants in Huhan. The
insurrection was led by Mao Tse-tungz (b. 1893), the man who would
become chairman of:the, Communist Party and eventually chairman.
(chief of state) of the People’s Republic of China.
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Mao earlier that year had ‘presented a report to the CCP leadership
advocating that mass revolution in China be based on the peasantry,
rather than on the proletariat, as prescribed by orthodox Marxist
theoreticians. When the Autumn Harvest Insurrection failed, Mao was
temporarily dismissed from the CCP Politburo (Political Buréau—see

. Glossary), but he continued his work among the Hunan peasantry, s

: turning them into a politicizéd guerrilla force. Without waiting for C e =

CCP approval, Mao also began establishing soviets (communist-ram—
local councils) in southeast China.

- Mao, a former schociceacher but a man of peasant origins and one

who had faith in the revolutionary potential of the Chinese peasantry,

worked with his military commander, Chu Te, to build up a peasant

army. By the winter of 1927-28 the twé had recruited approximately

- — 10,000 meh into the Red Army, with its headquarters zlong the

Hunan-Kiangsi bo.der. In November 1931, with the help of his Red

: Army, Mao was able to' proclaim the existence of ihe Chinése Soviet

N Republi; in Jui-chin,_Kiangsi-—Province.—Thé new Chinese Soviet

: Republic, of which Mao was chairmian, was - "leged by its leaders to be

a “den:ocratic dictatorship of the proletassa. and the peasantry,” but

in fact the proletariat had plaved no role in its establishment, which

had been brought” about by. Mao's peasant forces. - By 1932 the

Cgmmunists were in control of large pockets of rural areas and

: ~ ‘mountainous regions of China Proper.

: a The efforts of the Nationalist government to copes with the
T communist threat had some success at first. Chiang launched what he
: termed “bandit extermination tampaigns” in late 1¢°1, in May and
June and from July to October-0f 1932, in 1933, and in 1934. In Iete
1932 the CCP Central Committee fled Shanghai for the Chinese
Soviet Republic in Kiangsi. In"1934 the threat of Chiang’s army forced
the 100,000 people of the Chinese Soviet Republic to move out and
begin the famous Long March, the circuitous retreat of the Red Army
.overland for 6,000 miles through southwest China to the northeast
province of Shensi, where refugees from the Kiangsi and other soviets
scattered about central China arrived in 1935 (see ch. 2 The Armed
Forces). The Communists established their headquarters at Yenan: in

- southern Shensi P-avince, in 1936. K
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Japanese Aggression

In 1931, the year that the Chinese Soviet Republic of Kiangsi' was
established, Japanese aggression_began to threaten China. On
September 18 Japanese troops initisted the seizure of Manchuria, a

- move that was later known as the Mukden Incident. The Chinese

authorities_were_expelled,. and a Japanese-dominated state was )
established. Simultaneously, Japanese forces landed in Shanghai in an
attempt to-comyel Ching to acquiesce to Japanese gains in the
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northeast. The League of Nations, established by the Western
democracies, was helpless in the face of the Japanese defiance.

With Manchuria as a base, the Japanese began to push down over
the Great Wall into North China. Though their efforts to secure
secession of the five northern provinces failed, they-were able to force
) the Nationalist government to agree to the creation of ‘the so-called
: autcnomous regimes in North China, in which the Japanese could
‘exploit Chinese resources and markets. The loss of Manchuria was a

- blow to the Nationalist econoray. In 1931 Manchuria accounted for

approximately one-fifth of China's trade, and its iron and coal
deposits and relatively low population density gave it gréat potentizl
for industrial development-
Ahout the time that Mao arrived in Shensi Province with 20,000
_ survivors of the Long March, .the Soviet Union shifted its forelgn
policy from hostility to.friendship with the Western democracies. The
: Chinese Communists, following suit. declared a united front of all
Chinese fac!ions against the common enemy, Japan. On December 9,
. 1935, students in Peking held a_ mass den:onstration to protest the
P expans:on of Japan's domination into North China.
A year:after this demonstration, an event took place at Sian that
played into communist hands. Nationalist troops stationed at Sian
were those who had been ousted from Manchuria by the Japanese. .
These troops were bitterly opposed to Japan and regarded the
: Communists as potential allies against the foreign aggressor. In
December 1936 the troops at Sian mutinied and kidnapped Chiang
Kai-shek. They held’ him for several days, urging him to accept
communist collaboration in the fight against Japan. He was released
upon the request of Chou En-lai, his former political commissar at the
Whampoa Military Academy and, in 1936, a senior CCP leader, later
to become premier of the Peonle’s Republic of China.
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A Un’ted Eront and the Sino-Japanese War

On July 7, 193/ a (,lash took. place between Chinese and Japanese
troops -2n miles from Peking at a site known as the Marco Polo
Bridge. This incident initiated open warfare: between China and
Japan (see ch. 21, The Armed Forces).

An agreement between the Nationalist govemment and the CCP

—the same year brought a united front into existence. In joining forces
with Chiang, the CCP nromised to give up its armed rebellion and its
anti-landlord rural campaign, to support the Three People's

- Principles of Sun Yat-sen, and to put the Red Army (henceforth to.be
called the Eighth Route Army) under Nationalist government
command. Latzr in the year the CCP received Chiang’s permission to
build up its New Fourth Army in -the lower Yangtze River vegion,
starting with the remnants of'the Kiangs: Soviet.
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_ In December 1937 -Nanking fell to the Japanese, and in 1938 the
Nationalist government headquarters moved westward along the
Yangtze River. first to Hankow for a brief period and later in the year—.
to Chungking in Szechwan Province. The government practiced
scorched earth tactics. destroying industrial installations and
whatever else of value that could not be transposted inland to the new

" . headquarters.

By 1940 Manchuria, North China, the coastal regions, and the rich

. Yangtze River vallev—ofyCentral China were under Japanese
occupation and administered by -puppet regimes, Pushing southward,

. the Japanese succceded in severing the then existing supply line to
China by occupying Indochina. ‘Then. after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor. they seized_ Burma. cutting off China’s last line- of
communication with the outside world. By the time of the United
States entry into World War I1. China, a partner of the Allies against -

*Germany. Italy. and Japan, was almost completely isolated.
. The Japanese occupation of the coastal region cost China 95
: percent of its industry and reducea considerably-its capacity for war.
- Industrial development took place in the interior provinces. however;
¢ combined with the influx of the coastal population, the migration of -
: students, and the transfer of universities; industrial development

: ddvanced the modernization of the inhabitants of the hinterland and

instilled in_them more national consciousness than ever before.

5 The economy of the nation was drained by the war: produru(m

4 .- failed to keep pace with deinands: and the overissue of currency and
: lack of consumer goods resulted in spiraling inflation. The war forced

the government to .iricrease its levies on the people and’to adopt

- : repressive measures to overcome a growing discontent and war-

weariness. Members of the® bureaucracy dominated industry and

finance through government monopolies and agencies, enriching

. themselves and a few chosen business partners while stifling the

- - growth of private enterprise. Also, the army had grovn too large and

) was pdbrly equipped and inadequately officered. Political probleras

emerged as minority parties demanded a greater voice in the affairs of

o state, which the KMT was reluctant to grant on the grounds that its

. ; ; -political tutelage was still required.

L : The uneasy allia: e between the Communists and the Nafionalists

: ‘had begun to break down 'soon_after it began. Upon moving to -

; Chungking, the Natmnahsts heg,an to’ blockade the Shensi Soviet.

Simultaneously, the Communists, throu"h the Eigiith Route Army,

: although nominally under \zatmnallst command, quickly became the_

. - chief Chinese power in Ndrth China and the focvs of patriotic

___aullegiance for Chinese living inside or outside Japanese occupied
territory. The New Fourth Army took over much of the Yangtze River -

- valley and by January 1941 had begun. to, move south of the Yangtze

’ River.. .-
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At that juncture the Nationalists, alarmed at the communist
territorial expansion, fought an eight-day battle against the New
Fourth Army_and strengthened its blockade of the main communist
area in the northwest near Yenan, the CCP headqua'rten Thé
Japan ended. the Commumst.s were in cmtml of over 250,000 square
miles of territory scattered throughout China and containing about 90
million people.

The war years. which brought about the demoralization and
weakening of the Nationalist regime. were creative and.fruitful for the
Communists. Free of Soviet Union domination. Mao was able at
Yenan to adapt Marxism-Leninism to the Chinese situation and to
enlist the-rura] population to his cause. His theories of how,to conduct
a guerrilla war—by indoctrinating-the-troops to regard themselves as
the people’'s army. defenders of the peasants. and dependent upon
their. good will—became the accepted CCP doctrine. and.the CCP
official ideology began to be called Marxism-Leninism-Maoism.
Thought reform techniques were employed-to indoctrinate ‘the party
cadres with the new official line.

Communist leadership began to develop a cult of the comm ::. man
in the places that they called “liberated areas.” The CCP worker was
taught that to lead the peasants he must learn to live and work with
them, eating their food and thinking their thoughts, Artistic and
intellectual products were judged to be worthwhile only if théy were
comprehensible to, and available to, the common man. Woodcuts, folk
art, countrv dancing. choral singing—all with a communist
propaganda content—were prcmoted as the means of Teaching the
peasant masses,  jona.

By 1941 the ivationalists were devoting much effort to fighting-the
Communists. Tn late 1941 the United States embarked on a program
of massive aid to the Nationalist government so that it could help
fight the common enemy. Japan. In January 1943 Great Britain and
the United States revised their treaties with China, bringing to an end
a, century of unequal treatv relations. Within a few months a new
agreement.was signed with the United States to provide for the
stationing of United States_troops to aid the Nationalists against
Japan. _

_:In-1945 Nationalist China emer“ed from the war nommallv a great
power but actually 2 nation economically prostrate and politically
divided. The Nationalist_government wvas unable to cope with the
multitudinous problems of rehabilitating the formerly Japanese-

. occupied-aréas and of reconistruéting thé nation from the wreckage of

a protracted war. The economy, sapped:- by militaty demands of
foreign and civil war, sabotaged by the Communists, and- undermined
by péculations and hoarding, deteriorated despite assistance from the
United States. Famine  came in the wake of the war. and millions
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. attendant domestic responsibilities. —

—— - - were rendered homeless by floods and the unsettled conditions in the

countryside. Because of inflation, which-greatly increased in severity

in the early postwar years; many officials were driven to accept graft.
The situation was further aggravated by the Yalta Pact, concluded

between the United States and the Soviet Union without China’s

cognizance. This pact brought Soviet Union _troops into Manchuria

against the Japanese and subsequently enabled them to dismantle
and take away the industrial equipment of that region. China was
constrained to sign an-agreement with the Soviet Union in which the
Soviet Union promised to recognize and support Nationalist China, to

respect its sovereignty in Manchuria and Sinkiang (Chinese

Turkestan), and to establish Dairen as a free port. For its part, China
promised to hold a plebiscite to determine the status of Quter
Mongolia. The agreement, declared effective for thirty years, was
immediately violated by the Soviet Union, which kept Dairen and
stayed in Manchuria long énough to enable the Chinese Communists
to move in and arm themsel\'es;wi;h ;}je;equipmeanurgendered by
the withdrawing Japanese army. The plebiscite in Outer Mongolia
legalized the alienation of that region from Chinese control.

After the war the United States continued, as it had since'1943, to
try to reconcile the two major factions in China, Through the
influence and the great personal prestige of General George C.
Marshall, United States Army chief of staff, a rapprochement was
.almost achieved in 1946, but it was illusory. In the end United States

- intermediaries withdrew, convinced of the hopelessness of the task.

The Nationalists thereupon inter.sified their efforts“to eradicate the
communist rebellion and put an end to the Separatist government,
The ‘Communists had continued “théir aggrandizement during the
truce talks and were able to expand the territories under their
control. - R . .

The Communists were well established in North China and
Manchuria. The Nationalists could only enter the main cities.
Although the Nationalists had a three-to-one advantage in troop
numbers and controlled a much larger territory and population than
the Communists, as well as enjoying considerable international
support, they had been exhausted by the long war,with Japan and the

-

o

THE PEOj’IfE’S REPUBHIC OF CHINA
Establishment and Consolidation

) "In January 1949 Peking was taken by the’ communist army wiuilout

a fight. Between April and November the major cities of Nanking, 7

Shanghai, Chungking, and finally Canton passed from the
Nationalists to communist control with only occasional resistance. In
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most cases the surrounding countryside and small towns had come
under communist control long before the cities. After Chiang and a .
few hundred thousand Nationalist troops tled from the mainland to
the island of Taiwan, there remained only isolated pockets of __
resistance to communist control. In December 1949 Chiang ~
proclaimed Taipei, Taiwan, to be the national capital of the
legitimate-government of the Republic of China. .
On October 1, 1949, Mao already had proclaimed the establishment
- of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Peking became the capital of : ]
the tegime. The Soviet Union recognized the PRC on October 2, 1949, —_—
and established formal diplomatic relations with it on the following )
- day (see ch. 11, Foreign Relaticns). - -
X International recognition of the new regime had made considerable
strides by edrly 1950 but was impeded by the involvement of the
Chinese Communists in the Korean confilict. The Soviet: Union ’ Y
supported the North Korean invasion of South Korea that began on -

4 : June 25, 1950. United States forces’were soon engaged, at the request )
-of the United Nations Security Council, it assisting the Republic of ?
Korea. ) T ) )
7 _ On October 7 the United Nations forces, under United States T
command, crossed into North Korea, and on October 25 units of the
) Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) crossed the Yalu River from f —

|
YV

Manchuria into North Korea. These units were allegedly a voluntary
: force answering a North Korean_request for aid. The following day the
et ) : PLA forces also marched into Tibet to reassert Chinese sovereignty -

over a country that had been, in effect, independent of Chinese rule . e
since the fall of the Ch'ing dynasty in 1911.

Co== In February 1951 the United Nations formally declared the PRC to
- . : be an aggressor and in May approved a global embargo on the
shipment terit of arms and v matefiel. The iﬁtervention“of:thg PRC cee
in the Korean conflict a, e United Nations-eliminated for the
time being any possibilit PRC replacing the Republic of China
as a United Nations me ‘a‘l.ltd Jas a veto-hdlding member of the
United NatiOnsASecurify‘ep‘(ingﬁ?’ﬂf“*“
In 1950, contemporaneous with the beginning of participation -in the
B Korean conflict, the invasion of Tibet, and a” propaganda campaign :
h L - against the United States, the moderate domestic social and economic ’ )
policies of the first year-gave way to an emphasis on sccial revolutiofi - - : < )
] . - and an attack on the_social groups that were eventually to be
~elindinated. Derivifig from the anti-United States campaign, there
developed during 1951 a campaign-against the Christian churches,
- . : . which were alleged to be imperialist links and supporters of
’ counterrevolution and fascism. Christian missionaries were named as
United States agents at mass trials. There ‘was also a campaign to ]
forcibly 7di§band a number of Taoist sects at this time. T -,
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Beginning in September 1951. the relatively tolerant attitude of the
government toward intellectuals that had characterized the early
period of communist rule gave way to an ideological reform campaign.
Self-criticism and public confessions by university faculty, scientists,
and other professional people began to appear in the newspapers.
Artists and writers were subject to a similar campaign soon thereafter
for failing to give unquestioning loyalty to the CCP.

In the countryside a redistribution of lanc among the poor peasants
as a first step toward collectivization, was. accompaiied by a “class
struggle” campaign sponsored by the government.” The campaign
consisted of vilification, and frequently execution, of all landlords and
wealthy peasants. This and other campaigns of the period resulted in.
-the killing of millions of people by 1952, according to estimates
derived from statements: by PRC officials. Mllhons also were placed‘*
in labor campsz S e

By laté 1952 land redistribution had been completed. Land had
been confiscated from approximately 20. million landlords, who were
allowed to retain only as much land as they could till themselves. The
surplus was divided among 300 million poor peasants, thus virtually
eliminating rent payments to landlords. Production fell, however,
since the smaller plots were uneconomical. Severe food shortages
resulted.

The Land Reform Law of June 28. 1950. permltted the retention of
private land and property “holding .~til conditions were suitable for
. agricultural collectivization. Liu Sh.. »-ch'i, at that tn'}le one of the six
vice chairmen-of the supreme orgun of state, the (,entral People’s
Government Council, promlsed in.a speech giten in ‘July 1950 that
this would not occur fo- a “somewhat lengthy time.” Nonetheless. as
'sonn"as land redistribution had been completed in a given area, great
pressure was usually exerted on the peasants to join mutual aid teams
and cooperatives. T < -

The drives against the landlords and pr)tentlal political enemies.
including intellectuals and artists, were followed in 1952 by a purge
within the-CCP and: the bureaucracy. in Januarw of that year Mao
announced a natmnwnde campaign aga'nst corruptmn, waste and
bureaucratnzatmn, which- became known as the “three-anti’
campalgn In the course. of this campaign the CCP claimed to have
discovered a well-organized attempt by busnnessmen and
industrialists to corrupt CCP-and government officials. This charge
was enlarged into an attack on the “capitalist” class-as a whole.
Announcement was made of-several thousand serious cases in twenty-
seven central government bodies, as well'as in Shanghan and Centon.

Tn March 1952 a nationwide campaign against the “five poisons’ ot
- the bourgeoisie was at its height. This “five-anti” attack was directed
against bribery, cheatlng on government contracts.. theft of economic
intelligence, tax evasion, and stealing of government property. The
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“five-anti’” campaign was especially thorough in Shanghai, where only
15 percent of the 163,400 business and industrial establishments were
classified as law abiding.

The control of ethnic minority groups was eftfected through a dual
policy of pressure on small or scattered ethnic groups to conform to
majority group standards and a program of regional autonomy,
promulgated in August 1952, for the non-Han peoples of Outer China
(see Glossary). These border peoples were permitted some freedom to
maintain their own customs, but this privilege was kept within
modest limits (see ch. 4, Ethnic Groups and Languages).

‘““Transition to Socialism’’

The period 1953 to 1957 has been -called by Chinese communist
theoreticians the ‘transition to socialism.” The period -was
characterized generally by an increase in efforts to achieve socialist
goals domestically, now that the regime’s control had been established
an< the population had been terrorized and indoctrinated into
com: rmity. At the same time efforts were also made to improve PRC
relations with the outside world, especially with those nations
uncommitted to either side in the cold war between the Soviet bloc
and the anticommunist powers. -

Domestic Developments

In January 1953 a five-year plan covering the vears 1953-57 was
inaugurated. Emulating the Soviet model, the PRC plan laid stress on
the development of China’s industrial capacity. In connection with
government economic planning, the first modern census was taken in
1953, and it was discovered that the population had reached nearly
600 million in mainland China, a figure far greater than had been
anticipated. A nationwide system of registering births and deaths
came into use soon afterward.

In order to carry out the industrial expansion called for by the five-
year plan, the Peking regime began to collectivize the agricultural
cooperatives and to nationalize commerce and industry. Between 1953
and 1956 the land was collectivized at a rapid rate, and private
enterprise in mainland China was virtually abolished (s-e ch. 14.
Agriculture; ch. 15, Industry).

Major political developments included the centralization of
government control through the ebolition of the six large regional
administrations. In addition, elections were held in 1953 that resulted
in the choosing of delegates for the first National People's Congress,
which met in 1954. The congress elected Mao Tse-tung chairman of ~
the PRC, and Chou En-lai was named premier. They had held these
positions since 1849.
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The congress also promulgated the 1954 State Constitution. This
basic law was based on the Soviet Union model. The promulgation of
the new State Constitution had little effect on governmental methods
or on popular rights. The legal-judicial system of the PRC remained
dependent upon CCP pulicy rather than on any constitutional
principles.

In 1955 there was a new campaign for the suppression of
counterrevolutionaries and a new drive to bring all religious elements
of the country under stricter government control. Many senior
Chinese Catholic clergymen were arrested, and Chinese Protestants
were organized under CCP leadership. Catholics, .the last religious
group to come under control, were brought under strict Party
discipline in mid-1957.

In mid- 1956 temporary liberalization in the arts and sciences began,
under tle slogan “"Let a hundred flowers bloom, let the hundred
.schools of thought contend.” By mid-1957, however. the movement
was suppressed, and an “anti-rightist" campaign’ was begun (see ch. 8,
Education, Intellectual Expression, and the Arts). .

Strict rationirg of food grains was instituted in all cities between
August and December 1955, by which time 1.9 million agricultural
collectives containing over 70 million peasant households had been

-organized. The government -also" issued an order to stop the
widespread siaughter of cattle by peasants.-

Foreign Relations

During this period. the government was signing trade and aid
agreements with neighboring countries that provided for the export of
Chinese foodstuffs. By the end of 1956 the PRC was committed to

= supplying food and other aid to North Korea, North Vietnam, the

" Mongolian People’s Republic (formerly Outer ! fongolia). and
Cambodia. During 1957 and 1958 further commitments of aid were
made to Ceyvlon, Burma, Nepal. and Yemen.

These treaties were in line with the rew international posture of the
PRC as friend to the nonaligned-nations of the world. In 1953 the
Korean conflict ended, and in 1954 Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
of the Republic of India and Premier Chou En-lai issued a joint
statement of five principles that would guide relations between the
two states (see.ch. 11, Foreign Relations). PRC participation in the
Geneva Conference of 1954, held to conclude the Franco-Indochinese
-conflict, was the regime’s first effort at world diplomacy.

In late 1954 the PRC embarked on a campaign to gain the
remaining Chinese islands held by the Nationalists, including Taiwan.
By November the military campaign to capture the Tachen Islands
(near Hangchow Bay) and the Nanchi Islands {north of the Formosa
Strait) was underway. PRC troops took over both groups of islands
during January and February of 1955, after the United States Seventh
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Fleet had helped to evacuate some 16,000 Nationalist troops
defending the islands. A brief campaign.against the Nationalist-held
islands of Quemoy and Matsu (situated between Taiwan and the
mainland) was halted in the face of Nationalist resistance with United
States support. ’

- The Great Leap Forward

In February 1958 the so-called Great Leap Forward campaign was
formally launched by the government to accomplish the economic and
technical developmeni of the country at a vastly accelerated rate. The
slogan of the campaign was “Twenty years in a day.” Emphasis was
placed on steel production,and countléss backvard pig iron furnaces
were installed to try and make the.maximum use of human labor for
industrial purposes. The crea;ion;g%g rural People’s Communes to
replace the 750,000 agriculfural collectives began in April. By
September 1958. 24,000 had been created. The institution of
Communes was a part of the Great Leap Forward campaign since it
was expected that the more efficient Commune organization would
release manpower for work on such major projects as irrigation works
and hydroelectric dams, which were integral parts of the
in-ustrialization program.

The Communes. which were self-contained units for agriculture,
small-scale industry. schooling. trade, and local administration, each
contained as many as 100.000 people. They were organized along
labor-saving lines, with communal dining halls and nurseries and. in

‘many cases. large dormitories in place of nuclear family housing. The
Communes were organized in a way that constituted a fundamental
attack on the institution of the family (see ch. 6. Family).

The Great Leap Forward was an economic failure. Among its
consequences were a food shortage (in which natural disasters also
played a part); shortages of raw material for industry: overproduction
of poor-quality goods; deterioration of industrial plants through bad
management; and demoralization of the peasantry and of the
intellectuals.

In early 1959 efforts to improve the administration of the
Communes were begun. The Commune was broken down into
production brigades, each with control over a cluster of villages. and
these in turn were divided into production teams based on the single
village unit. Whereas the Communes and production brigades were
responsible for much administration on a supravillage level, within
the production team the farmer worked his land and cooperated with
his neighbors in joint projects much as he had before the
collectivization had been achieved.

In mid-1959 CCP leaders admitted that the favorable report on
production in 1958 that had been issued earlier was seriously
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exaggerated. The government began to reverse the policy of putting
“politics in command” of development. Mao Tse-tung. who bore the
chief respensibility for the Great Leap Forward, stepped down from
his position as chairman of the PKC in April 1959 and was replaced in
that position by Liu Shao-ch'i, Mao still remained chairman of the
CCP. however.

By early 1961 the Central Committee of the CCP had devised a_
plan to cope with the economic crisis that had arisen during the Great
Leap Forward campaign, A rectification campaign in early 1961
restored considerable power to factory managers and farmers that had
been taken over by Party cadres during the Great Leap Forward. In
March the Communes were, in effect. dismantled by new regulations,
A large measure of private farming reemerged. By the fall of 1962 the
Party had decided to reverse the policy of primacy for industry, The
new slogan was **Agriculture is the foundation, industry is the guide.”

Problems with Neighbors
Fighting along the horders of the PRC occurred early in 1958. In

March an armed rebellion against the communist regime in Tibet was

quickly put down by PRC troops. From August through October of
that year the PRC carried on its second -major bembardment of
Quemoy and Matsu. These islands again were effectively defended by
_the Nationalists, T

In mid-1959 relations with India deteriorated as a consequence of
the aftermath of the Tibetan revolt, Tibetan refugees fled to India,
and the PRC accused India of having abetted the rebels. In addition,
the PRC laid claiin to nearly 40,000 square miles of territory that
India had regarded as within its own borders,

The- Soviet Union had, in the meantime, made gestures of
conciliation toward its chief enemy in the cold war, the United States,
which culminated in a visit of Premier Nikita Khrushchev to the
United States in September 1959, The same month the official Soviet
Union news agency published its first public attack in what was to
become a bitter Sino-Soviet controversy. The attack was a criticism of
the stationing of troops by the PRC along the border with India (see
ch. 11, Foreign Relations). By mid-1960 the rift had widened to the
extent that the Soviet Union withdrew thousands of technicians who
were in Chira to carry out technical aid programs,

In October 1962 PRC troops crossed into India along the Himalayan
frontier. They withdrew within a month, although they had gained a
clear military victory over the Indian defense forces.

With other neighbors, border problems were peacefully resolved.
Border agreements were signed with Burma and Nepal in 1960, with
Bhutan in 1961, and with Pakistan and the Mongolian People’s
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Republic in 1962. The border with Laos was not in dispute, but the
PRC expressed support for Laotian neutrality in the early 1960s.

- Internal Conflict

After the failure of the Great Leap Forward began to be evidénced,
Mao stepped down from his position :- chairman of the PRC, in
which he was replaced by Liu Shao-ch'i. At the same time. however,
the publication of his writings and a government-sponsored Mao
personality cult were attempting to make the man and his work the
object of national veneration, rathér as Confucius and the Confucian
classics had been during the imperial penod (see ch. 10, Political
Dynamics). R

From 1963 to 1966 the CCP carried out a socialist educatlon
campaign designed to restore ideological purity and revive
revolutionary spirit in the Party and the public at large. In connection
with this campaign, a thorough reform of the educational system,
which had been planned earlier to’coincide with the Great Leap went
into effect. This education reform had the dual purpose of providing
mass education less expensively than previously and of reorienting the
values of scholars so that they would no longer despise manual labor.
The main feature of the reform program was the combination work-
study system in which schooling was programmed to fit in with. and
be oriented toward. the work schedules of Communes and factories.

The drafting of intellectuals for manual labor was part of a
continuing campaign by the CCP, publicized through the mass media,

-to remove ““hourgeois” influences from the intellectuals and technical

experts—in particular, their tendency to have greater regard for their
own specialized expertise than for the goals of the Party. Government
propaganda accused the intellectuals and professional people of
putting “expertise’” ahead of “redness.”

By mid-1965 Mao had regained control of Party policy sufficiently
to launch a campaign to make the study of Mao Tse-tung Thought the
chief means of solving all problems. Bolstered by the authority given
him by the revérence accorded his published work, Mao attempted to
arouse in the public at large a revolutionary fervor to counteract and
overcome the conservatism and inertia that he alleged had overtaken
the CCP. .

The result was the explosive Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.
Triggered by an attack in the press on a contemporary playwright in
late 1965, the Cultural Revolufion had evolved by mid-1966 into the
first mass action in the PRC to have emerged against the CCP
apparatus itself. The effects of the Cultural Revolution were still
being felt in mid-1971 in all aspects of mainland Chinese life (see ch.
10, Political Dynamics; ch. 8, Education, Intellectual Expression. and
the Arts).
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. . In early 1969, however, the internal situation began to stabilize,
. since the severe disruptions that characterized the 1967-68 period

were subsiding. By 1969 the PRC’s international prestige had grown

as a result of its having remained in power for two decades and also

' because of the industrial and technological advances it had made. A

o spectacular example of this progress came in October 1964, when the
PRC exploded its first nuclear device. In the late 1960s efforts were

begun to improve the PRC’s relations internationally (see ch. 11.
Foreign Relations).
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CHAPTER 4

ETHNIC GROUPS AND LANGUAGES

Although the Chinese people are relatively homogeneous, the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) comprises diverse ethnic groups
and languages whose multinational nature is symbolized in the
national flag. This ensign is a solid red field having one large and four
small gold stars in the upper left-hand sorner. The large star
represents the Han ethnic community, which has been dominant in
the land for centuries and accounts for 94 percent of the population.
The small stars represent Inner Mongolia. Manchuria. Sinkiang, and
Tibet—the homelands of major non-Han peoples absorbed by the
Chinese state. Within the country as a whole there are over sixty non-
. Han groups. called minority nationalities, which in 1961 were
- estimated to constitute about 6 percent of the total population and

are believed to have maintained the same proportion since that tirae.
The Han outnumber .these national minorities everywhere except in
the Tibetan Autonomous Region and the Sinkiang Uighur

Autonomous Region (Sinkiang). )
The Han Chinese inhabit China Proper and the three northeastern
R . provinces of Heilungkiang, Kirin, and Liaoning (collectively known as
; Manchuria), where Chinese migrants have been settled for many
decades (see ch. 2, Physical Environment_and Population). The
minority nationalities are widespread but are concentrated mainly in
border areas. Most of them inhabit their own autonomous regions,
districts, or counties within a larger autonomous region or a regular

Han province (see fig. 8).

The Han speak.a number of related Sinitic languages that are
known collectively as Chinese, of which the major form is Mandarin
(Northern and Southern); other forms are Wu. Hsiang, Kan, Min,
Hakka, and Yueh (Cantonese). These various forms are mutually
unintelligible when spoken but use a common ideographic writing
system that enables any literate Chinese to read them all by simply
pronouncing the words in his own language. Written Chinese is also
read by classically educated Japanese, Koreang, and Vietnamese.

The languages of the minority nationalities also are unintelligible
both to each other and to Chinese, resulting in much bilingualism
amonyg individuals who deal with the Han. Despite the 1954 State
Constitution, which guarantees the minority peoples “freedom t¢ 1se
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and foster the growth of their spoken and written languages,” the
government has been less than scrupulous in this regard.

Although national policy has long been one of assimilating national
minorities, it has been intensified under the communist regime as a
means of strengthening the unity of the country. and of facilitating
agricultural and industrial development in minority areas. Qualified
observers believe that pledges of autonomy that were given by the
Communists when they came to power have been more or less
ignored. ) '

Although the auythorities have aided the advancement of the
minorities through the provision of schools. hospitals, and industries
and have permitted some elements of the cultural heritage to be
retained. the regime in power in 1971 exercised far more stringent

_controls than any of its predecessors. Also, all local resources are

completely subordinated to the needs of China’s national economy.
Efforts to impose the national language and to suppress local religious
practices and other customs have been carried out since the 1958-59
period despite professions to the contrary. This was particularly true
as the result of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution of the 1966-
69 period. - :

The official view of the regime is that there is no single Chinese
nation but rather a multinational Communist Chinese state—a
fraternal cooperative of Han Chinese and minorities. each holding
equal rights. Evidence that there is actual or incipient dissidence in
the autonomous regions suggests that the implementation of equal
status for minority groups varies sharply from the stated objectives
(see ch. 9, Political System and Values; ch. 10, Political Dynamics).

THE HAN PEOPLE AND THE MINORITY NATIONALITIES

The origin of present-day Chinese culture is believed to have
centered in a people who called themselves Han after the dynasty
that ruled China between 206 B.C. and A.D. 221. These people
inhabited the Yellow River Valley of North China from which they
radiated outward, assimilating other groups., including various
Austroasiatic-speaking peoples in the south, Tungusic tribes in the
north, and Tibeto-Burman-speaking peoples in the west and
southwest. The amalgamated peoples became the Han Chinese—all of
whom speak a form of Chinese and have the common social
organization, values, and cultural characteristics that are universally
recognized as Chinese civilization (see ch. 5. Social System and
Values).

As the Han Chinese expanded and assumed control over the area in
succeeding centuries, they enveloped a number of other ethnic groups

'vho have more or less resisted being assimilated. These groups differ -
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Figure 8. DPreople’s Republic of China, Ethnolinguistic Distribution.
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widely from the Han in language, cultural background, social values,
and physical characteristics and have maintained their identities as
separate ethnic groups. There has never been a definitive list or
satisfactory method of classifying them, and only the vaguest criteria
exist for distinguishing them from the Han and from each other.
Language, religion. ways of living, and so-c»" -1 backwardness have
sometimes been used as differentiating factors, but they are not
always reliable, and some officially designated minority nationalities
can be regarded as Han Chinese by any one of these standards, The
Hui group, for example, appears to be no more than Chinese Muslims,
and the Manchus and Chuang groups have been so completely
assimilated that they have virtually lost their separate identities.

Minority nationality groups range in size from the less than 600
Hoche, a Tungusic people who live along the-Ussuri River in Northern
Manchuria, to the Chuang of South China who. in 1971, were
estimated to total almost 8 million. Out of the more ‘than sixty
minority nationality groups, only ten are believed to contain more
than 1 million members (see table 3).

Table 3. Major Minority Nationalities of the People's Republic of China, 1961
(in millions)

Minority Principal Locations 1 Group Size 2
Chuansg Kwangsi, Yunnan, Kwangtung 7.80
Hui “Ninghsia, Kansu, Sinkiang, Tsinghai, Yunnan, 3.93

Kweichow
Uighur Sinkiang - 3.90
Yi Szechwan, Yunnan . 3.26
Tibetan Tibet, Szechwan, Yunnan, Tsinghai, Kansu 2.17
Miao Kweichow, Hunan, Yunnan 2.68
Manchu Liaoning, Kirin, Heilungkiang 2.43
Mongol Inner Mongolia, Ninghsia, Sinkiang, Kansu, Tsinghai 1.64
Puyi Kweichow 1.31
Korean Kirin 1.25

! People of minority groups are widely distributed throusghout China. .

2 Locations cited arc only those of their major concentrations, Figures are bused on the Iast
census (1953) updated by various aources through 1961, Firm and more accurate figures have
not been cited since that year. but the generally accepted annual rate of population increase,
estimated to be between 2 and 2.6 percent, would indieate that the figuses in the table may be
quite low for 1971,

Source: Adapted from Amrit Lal, “Sinification of Ethnic Minorities in
China,” Current Scene: Developments in Mainland China [Hong
Kongl, VIII, No. 4, February 15, 1970; Jen-Min Shou-Ts'e (People’s
Handbook), 1965, Peking, 1965; and Chugoku Kenkyujo (Chinese
Research Institute), Shin Chugoku Nenkan, 1970 (New China Year-
book, 1970). Tokyo, 1970.
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Some minority nationalities can be found only in a single region:
others may have settlements in two or more. The Uighurs, for
example, are found exclusively in Sinkiang in Northwest China,
whereas the Hui have sizable concentrations,ir: all regions except
Northeast China. Sometimes a group is large enough to justify the
establishment of its own zutonomous srea administration. Five of
“these areas are large-scale, provincial-le*el autonomous regicns: the
Inner Mongolian, the Tibetan, the Sinkiang Uighur, the Ninghsia Hui,
and the Kwangsi Chuang. Many others are smaller and appear as
autunomous  districts (chou) or autonomous counties (hsien) that
constitute enclaves within the autonomous region of another minority

group or within a regular Han province (see ch. 9, Political System
and Values).

Historically, the Han Chinese attitude toward the minority
nationalities has been that of a highly civilized people toward
primitive tribal peoples whom they tried to assimilate to Han culture.
This practice proyoked much dissension and sometimes open warfare
and rebellion (see; ch. 3, Historical Setting). In the first half of the
twentieth century the incumbent Nationalist (Han) government
endeavored to allay anti-Han prejudice and succeeded in achieving a
small degree of national unity. The practice of trving to assimilate all
minorities to the Han culture, however, continued on traditional
terms.

A significant change took place when the Communists seized
control of mainland China in 1949. The Communists pledged formally
that-"all nationalities shall have equal rights and duties.”’ In the 1954
State Constitution, they also declared that Comriunist China is a
“unified, multinational state” and prohibited *discrimination against,
or oppression of, any nationality, and acts which undermine the unity
of the nationalities.”

The change of policy was based on the assumption that minority
nationalities could be integrated effectively into the Han-dominated
polity only in terms of their own accustomed patterns and habits.
This involved bringing minority leaders into closer cooperation with
the government, granting them a modicum of self-rule, and training
minority youth in Chinese schools to hasten the eventual
transformation of their own people. The process was aided and
abetted by intense propaganda designed to gain acceptance of the
communist ideology by all minority groups.

Official efforts to integrate the minority peoples were stepped up in
1958 and 1959, contemporaneous with the Great Leap Forward, but
rebellions broke out, such as that in Tibet, because of resentment over
the strict control and the enforced regimentation imposed on the
minority people by the central government. Resistance was reported
in such fields as land collectivization, efforts to establish literacy in
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the national language, attempts to reform religious practices, and
government-imposed changes in traditional culture.

A foreign communist observer who studied at the Central Institute
for National Minorities in Peking and lived and worked with various
nationa: groups emerged with a glowing account in 1966 of the
equality of status. the right of local self-government, and the freedom
to develop individual languages and customs. This observer reported
that assistance was given in agricultural work and in health services,
Agricuitural production was said to have been reorganized and
modernized. Supplies were provided by state-owned trading
organizations at low. or even subsidized prices.

This same communist observer reported that such diseases as
bubonic plague in Inner Mongolia and malaria in the southwest have
been nonexistent and that the reduction of venereal disease has

- helped to increase the national birth rate. The Nationality Institutes,
special schools for young boys and girls from minority areas, were
established in a half dozen large cities, and a university was set up in
the capital of Inner Mongolia. Mass media have been employved in the
central government to promote the sinicization of the areas.

Despite such Chinese Communist Party (CCP) accounts of
activities aimed at improving the lot of the minorities, there have
heen fragmentary reports from various Chinese sources indicating that
the regime has encountered some resistance to its programs,
particularly during the period known as the Cultural Revolution.

Much of the dissidence that appeared during the Cultural
Revolution centered in Sinkiang Province, where Muslims saw a
threat to their religion in many of the proposed reforms. Armed
clashes occurred in 1966 and 1967 and, as a result, the Cultural
Revolution was suspended: but as late as 1969 a Sinkiang .Daily
editorial acknowledged the existence of anarchism, individualism,
“old customs,”™ and “old influences” in Sinkiang and urged their
elimination. Other areas in which violence occurred during this period
included Tibet and Inner Mongerlia. Intense factionalism is known to
have continued in Tibet through 1969,

Regarding the impact of the Cultural Revolution on the minority
people, the China News Analysis commented in February 1971 that
the .territories of the minorities were now treated similarlv to those
inhabited by the Han and went so far as to state. “Today the
nationalities, for all administrative and political purposes, no longer
exist. ... Instead of the circumspect and shrewd policy in dealing
with non-Chinese, with important religious groups, with traditional
customs of the nationalities, there is now a single rigid pattern
imposed upon all” (see ch. 10, Political Dynamics).
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ETHNOLINGUISTIC CLASSIFICATION.

China is a land of diverse languages belonging to several of the

world's major linguistic familie . The national language is Chinese,
spoken by th2 dominant Han peoples in several related but not always
mutually intelligib'e regional versions or dialects. Of these, the most
important is Mandarin. In addition, each minority nationality has its
own non-initic language. -

The various forms of Chinese constitute a branch of a great Sino-
Tibetan langv.ge family. Languages of other branches of the family,
particularly the Tai and Tibeto-Burman branches, are spoken widely.
Other minorities_speak languages of various branches (Turkic,
Mongolian, Korean, and Tungusic) of the great Altaic family. Much

less important are languages of the Austroasiatic and Indo-European
families.. - ~

The great variety of languages and dialects makes bilingualism
common and almost mandatory, especially among the non-Han
groups. In minority areas, for example, city dwellers usually speak a

" form of Chinese, and the non-Han people living in surronnding rural
villages must learn the national language to market their produce,
Even within the Chinese speech community, most government
‘workers, teachers, studert:. and merchants have to learn more than
their own dialect in order 1s; =4rry on their daily work or studies.

Officials concerned with language reform have considered the
establishment of a-common national language. Since Mandarin was
spoken by more than two-thirds of the entire population, it was a
natural choice. Morsover, among the various subtypes of Mandarin,
the Peking dialect of the Northern version was considered to be the
best qualified and the most appropriate, as it was established as the
national medium for writing and speaking. The selection has made it
possible for educated Chinese -to converse with one another in

Mandarin no matter what language or dialect they speak as mother
tongues.

In the spring of 1956 the campaign for promoting the use of the new
national language was accelerated. It consisted of training language
teachers in normal schools and directing that Mandarin k. used in all
radio programs, newspapers, magazines, books, and films, Mandarin

also became a mandatory subject in all elementary and secondary
schools, - &

Chinese

The major form of Chinese is Mandarin (Nprthern and Southern);

among others are Wu, Hsiang, Kan, Hakka, Min, and Yueh
(Cantonese). Most are mutually unintelligible,
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Mandarin

Mandarin is the form of Chinese spoken by about 70 percent of the
total population. A northern language, it spread to the central-east
and southern portions of the country and appears in moderf“times in

\
»,

three main dialects: Northern, Southwestern, and Southern. Morthern

Mandarin is spoken in the entire Yellow. River Basin, in Manchuria,

and in Sinkiang. The local dialect of Mandarin “peculiar to the area
around Peking has been designated the official national language.
Southwestern Mandarin, sometimes called Sinan, is a fairly
homogeneous group of dialects spoken” in a large part of the
southwestern hinterland, including the Red Basin of Szechwan, the
Yunnan-Kweichow Plateau, and the central Yangtze River plain.
Southern Mandarin, very similar to the northern version, is spoken in
the lower Yangtze River valley from Hankow eastward to Nanking.

Other Dislects

The Wu language had its origin in Soochow—one of the cultural -
centers of the imperial period. From there it spread to regions south
of the lower Yangtze Rver and -gained importance with the rise of
Shanghai as a metropolitan center.

The Min, or Fukien, language can be divided into two groups:
Northern and Southern. Northern Min, represented by the Foochow
dialect, is spoken in northeri: Fukien. Southern Min is represented by
the Amoy dialect in southern Fuizien and by the Swatow dialect in
northeastern Kwangtung and on Hainan Island. It is also the dialect
of-the great majority of the pre-1949 Chinese inhabitants of Taiwan
and of major Chinese commurities in the Philippines, Malaysia,
Singapore, Indonesia, and Thailand. :

-Cantonese (Yueh) speakers include Chinese speakers in Kwangtung
and Kwangsi and in many Overseas Chinese communities, It is, for
example, the most common form of Chinese heard in Chinatowns of
the United States. Cantonese is also the language of major Chinese
communities in Southeast Asia.

Three minor dialects of Chinese that occur in the areas south of the
Yangtze River are Hsiang, Huichow, and Kan. Hsiang is spoken in
central Hunan and is the native language of Mao Tse-tung. It
somewhat resembles Southwestern Mandarin. The Huichow dialect is
spoken in southern Anhwei Province, and the Kan dialect is spoken in
Kiangsi Province.

The Hakka language spreads over an area extending eastward from
Kwangsi -to Fukien, including southern Kiangsi and northern
Kwangtung. It also is spoken in Taiwan, in-Hainan Island, and in
settlements of the Overseas Chinese throughout Southeast Asia.

There is a great resemblance between the Hakka and Kan
languages, so they are sometimes grouped together. In many places in
northern Kiangsi, the Hakka and the non-Hakka speech communities
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have intermingled to such an extent that it is difficult to ascertain

" whether the dialects they speak are Hakka, Kan, or a mixture of both,
When the two dialects are not mixed, however, they are
distinguishable. Hakka differs from Kan mainly in tonal system and
final consonants.

The Chinese Writing Sys?em

The Chinese writing system .is ideographic, consisting of an
arbitrary set of symbols (characters) that have come to be associated
with utterances of the spoken language. The s

ystem is identical for all
forms.and dialects of Chinese and can be read by any person literate
in Chinese,

The earliest known forms o

inscriptions called chia-ku-wen, which ‘date from the second
millennium B.C. During the third century B.C. the characters were
standardized in the form known as chuan-shu, or seal script. Their
basic structure has changed little since then, although there have been
changes in stroke styles used in writing them. The form com only
used in 1971 was called ’ai-shu, or model seript. This form is Wbout

1,000 years old and is characterized by a square shape and éxact
rendering of each stroke.

In the evolutionary process a tendency toward simplification /has
occurred. This has included the adoption of simpler variant forms for
complicated characters, and the omission of redundant parts.’ The
communist government has taken steps to further simplify many
characters. The Committee for Chinese Language Reform, set up
shortly after the Communists came to power in 1949, has prepared a
number of lists of simplified characters, use of which is required in

publications throughout the country except in reproductions of the
older classics._

From the mid-1920s
possibility of evolving an
systems were developed
received. official support,
Reform was also given the
script. The end product, a p
of the Latin alphabet
1958,

The government, however,
introduction of this transcriptio;
be as a phonetic aid in the pron
been used to develop written |
that did not already have one.

Although the new system is sometimes used outside China, Western

scholars in 1971 generally used the Wade-Giles syste
modificati

'Chinese scholars began discussing the
alphabetized or romanized script. Several
during the nationalist period, but none
The Committee for Chinese Language
task of producing a suitable alphabetic
honetic alphabet comprised of the letters
» was approved by the communist government in

has heen generally cautious in the
n system. Its principal use appears to
unciation of the characters. It has also
anguages for various minority groups

m, or a
on of it, for transliterating Chinese names and terms into
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English. This system was developed in the latéer 1800s by the Engllsh
sinplogists Sir Thomas Wade and Herbert A. Giles.

Languages of the Minority Nationalities

Minority nationality languages are almost all non-Sinitic and
unintelligible to each other and the Han Chinese. Some have well-
developed and useful written forms: others have scripts that are
inadequate to serve the mass of%eir people; and still others have no
written language at all. i

The Koreans, Manchus, Mongols, Uighurs, Kazakhs, and Tibetans
are among those minorities with well-established written languages
and a considerable amount of published material. The Nationalities
Publishing House in Peking and the People’s Publishing House in
Sinkiang produce original works and print volumes of translations in
Mongolian, Uighur, Kazakh, and Tibetan. There are also several local-
language newspapers in Inner Mongolla and Sinkiang. The Editing
and Translation Committee in Tibet also publishes textbooks,
histories, dictionaries, and news bulletins in Tibetan. In an effort to
expand written forms among the minority groups, the governr;ment is
improving the imperfect written language of the Tai and Yi;
providing revised scripts for the Miao, Chuang, and Puyi: and
initiatihg a totally new script for the Li people and others.

Sino-Tibetan Languages ~

A great number of the minority languages of Southwest China
belong to the Tibeto-Burman branch of the Sino-Tibetan linguistic

family and usually are divided into two major subgroups—the Tibetan ,

and the Miao-Yao. Tibetan is spoken not only in Tibet but also in
Tsinghai, northwestern Yunnan, and western Szechwan provinces.
The earliest records in the Tibetan language date back to the ninth
century, when the Tibetan alphabet was first derived from the Hindu
alphabet. A large amount of Tibetan literature, mainly Buddhistic,
has been preserved in the Lama Buddhist monasteries.

In southern Szechwan Province, in eastern Tibet, and throughout

Yunnan and Kweichow provinces there are groups, such as the Yi,
Nasi, Lisu, and others, that speak somewhat stmilar Tibeto-Burman,

languages. The Yi have their own syllabic writing, which is largely
used in religious texts. The Nasi possess two systems of writing, one

pictorial and the other syllabic. Several alphabetic systems for the

Lisu dialect have been devised by Westerners who have worked
among them.

The language of the Pai who live in western Yunnan may b}]‘o%to
the Tibeto-Burman family. It, however, shows a strong Ch}
influence in vocabulary and probably in word order so that its status
is questionable,
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»The languages of the Miao-Yao groups are spoken by many peoples
in the mountainous areas throughout Southwest China. Formerly it
was believed that Miao belong to' the Mon-Khmer branch of the
Austroasiatic language family and that Yao was related to Tai. Recent
studies, however, have established the close relationship between
Miac dnd Yao, as well as théir position in the Tibeto-Burman family.

™ languages are closely related to Chinese. Some s<holars place
Tai within a separate Tai-Kadaj family, but most agree that it
belongs to .the Sino-Tibetan group. It is spoken by various ethnic
groups in Kwangsi, Yunnan, and Kweichow and appears in a number
of dialects. These forms can be classified into two larger groups—
Nerthern Tai and Southwestern Tai. Northern Tai consists of some of
the Chuang dialects spoken in Kwangsi Province. Southwestern Tai
consistsof dialects spoken mainly outside China.

In mainland China most Tai dialects have no scripts of their own.
The only exceptions are a few dialects in Yunnan that employ either
the Shan alphabet taken from the Burmese or an alphabet related to
the one used by speakers of the Southwestern Tai  dialects. Both
alphabets were originally derived from ancient Indian sources.

Altaic Languages

The Altaic languages include Turkic, Mongolian, Tungusic, and
Korean branches. The relationship between the branches has not
definitely been established, but they have several features in common
that justify subsuming them under the general heading of Altaic,
derived from the region around the Altai Mountains, Speakers of
Altaic languages are spread over a very wide area in Asia Minor,
Central Asia, and Siberia, but only a few are found in China.

Speakers of Turkic languages “in China include the Uighurs,
Kazakhs, and Kirghiz in Sinkiang, Inner Mongolia, and Kansu.
Mongolian speakers include the Mongols in Inner Mongolia and
several much smaller groups. Tungusic spedkers include groups in
Manchuria and in the most northeastern part of Inner Mongolia. The
affinities of Korean are uncertain, but it is sometimes included among
Altaic languages. Its vocabulary, however, has been heavily influenced
by Chinese. Mongolians in China use their own traditional Mongolian
script, which gives them a feeling of sup :riority over their ethnic kin
in the Mongolian People's Republic who have switched to the alien
Cyrillic alphabet.There has been some talk of romanizing Mongolian
script, but the Mongols resist its introduction. The well-established
written language of the Uighurs uses an Aranic script, as do those of
the Kazakhs and the Kirghiz.

Austroasiatic and Indo-European Languages

Only a few minority peoples—the Wa, Palaung, and a few others—
concentrated in southern and southwestern areas bordering Burma,
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Laos, and North Vietnam speak Mon-Khmer languages of the
Austroasiatic language family. Their total numbers are quite small.
Only one language, Tadzhik, spoken by a small group in southwestern
Sinkiang, is a member of the Indo-European language family.

MINORITY NATIONALITIES AND THEIR REGIONAL
DISTRIBUTION

The Northeast Provinces

The major non-Han peoples of Northeast China (Manchuria) are
the Manchus and the Koreans. Other minority nationalities of the
area are large numbers of Mongols and a few smaller groups of

Tungusic origin.

The Manchus

The Manchus are indigenous tc¢ Manchuria, allegedly having
descended ffom Tungusic tribesjof nomadic huntets, fishermen, and
food gatherers, who migrated frofn northern deserts and pl long
before the Christian Era. Known to the Han in early times as the
Tung-i, or Eastern Barbarians, \hey founded the Khitan dynasty at
Mukden and from time to timg invaded and controlled parts of
northern China. Their most i portant incursion was in the
seventeenth century when, after-chanigg their name to Manchu. they
conquered the Han capital at Peking ‘yﬁubkq&id‘the Ch'ing
dynasty that ruled China for over 250 .years (see ch™§, Historical
Setting). It was during this time that the pigtail was introduced into
China as a symbol of loyalty to the Manchu emperors.

The ancient Manchu language, still spoken in parts of Manchuria
and by a branch of the Manchus in Sinkiang, belongs to the Altaic
linguistic family, as do the Tungusic ‘languages. Traditionally, the
Manchus use a phonetic alphabet adopted from Mongolian rather
than the Chinese ideographic system.

For centuries the Manchus in Manchuria maintajned their ethnic
identity and resolutely resisted assimilation by the Chinese. The
Manchu Empire in China Proper (see Glossary) weakened, however,
and by the time it collapsed and was superseded by Sun Yat-sen's
Republic of China in 1912, Chinese acculturation had already made
considerable inroads. Chinese immigrants had entered Manchuria in
such numbers that they dominated the region socially and
economically; Chinese had replaced the Manchu language as the
major medium of communication, and in other cultural matters
Chinese institutions and. practices engulfed the indigenous group.
Ultimately the Manchus became so sinicized that their identity as a
separate ethnic group virtually disappeared. In 1971 the Manchus
were still classified as.a minority nationality, but their estimated 2.4
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million people had become an integral part of the Han Chinese
cultural group.

The Koreans

The Koreans are fairly recent emigrants from their homeland to the
south. These newcomers, estimated to number about 1.2 million in
1971, constitute -one of the ten largest non-Hanp groups i mainland

the native population, and most of them can be found in the Yenpien
Korean Autonomous District and the separate Korean Autonomous
County in Kirin Province. - . L

The Koreans are a completely unassimilated group who speak and
write their native language; operate schools, including a unversity at
Yen-chi, where the instructors teach in Korean; and maintain the
social organization, "customs, and basic culture of their homeland.
Most are’ rural residents, who engage in rice farming and other
agricultural activities practiced by the Cominunes into which they are
formed. Manchuria, however, is the most highly industrialized region
of mainland China, and increasing numbers of Koreans are employed
in the expanding industrial labor force. :

North China

The principal minority nationalities of North China are the
Mongols and the Hui. The Chinese Mongols are identical to those of
the neighboring Mongolian People’s Rejublic. Their homeland is the
Inner Mongolian Autonomous Region /inner Mongolia), located just
north of China Proper, “where, despite the distinctive title, the
Mongols are outnumbered by Han Chinese. Groups of Mongols,
sufficiently large to warrant the establishment of their own
autonomous districts or counties, are also found in parts of Northeast
and Northwest China, Conversely, significant numbers of Manchus
and a few other Tungusic immigrants from Manchuria have
settlements in eastern Inner Mongolia. Other ethnic groups in Inner
Mongolia, most of them in the far northeast, are Tungusic-speaking
groups relr cively unimportant numerically. )

The primary locus of the Hui (Chinese Muslims) is the Ninghsia
Hui Autonomous Region, which, until 1952, was a reguiar province of
China. This area is just south of Inner Mongolia. The Hui are the
second largest national minority and the most widespread in China,
having autonomous areas in many regions.

The Mongols
As an ethnic group of Central Asian origin, the Mongsls duter from
the Han Chinese in social organization and culture, The Mongois have

their own long-established spoken and written language. Moreover,
life in an area where rainfal] is low and the environment is suited to
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grazing rather than farming caused them to develop the fundamental
social organization and cultural institutions of a nomadic, pastoral
people dependent on their livestock for food, shelter, and clothing.
“The basic unit of social organization was ihe mobile camp. or bok, a
conglomeration of tents on the open steppe. When rapid moving was
required. the tents consisted of a simple ridge pole covered with dark
cotton cloth. When ‘more permanence was permissible, the simple
tent was replaced by a yurt. The yurt, still common. consisted of a
lattice framework about the height of a man, covered with thick felt
secured by ropes crisscrossing the lattice. An open hole in the roof
permitted smoke from interior cooking and heating fires to escape.
Even these structures were designed for mobility and could be
dismantled and readied for relocation in a matter of hours. °

Their animals provided meat, fats. and milk for the diet. The skins
and wool were fashioned into rough but warm and serviceable clothes
that used a minimum of cloth from non-Mongolian weavers. Various
forms of fermented cow's and mare’s milk were favorite drinks. There
was virtually no other augmentation to the diet. ’

In certain areas- and at certain times Mongol society“has heen
heavily influenced by contact with alien peoples and cultures. From
Tibet. for example. they acquired the Lama Buddhist religion, which
introduced the monastery and its supporting congregation and
resulted in a more sedentary type of community. From long periods of
Chinese suzeraftity they acquired a system of fixed administrative -
units and offices and a more elaborate system of official ranks and
titles that, in many ways, was paralleled and supported by Buddhist
monastic hierarchies. Eventually there appeared noticeable and more
permanent differences in status and wealth between the families of
bureaucratic officials and those of comrzon herdsmen and monks.

Mongolian society was furiher complicated by the direct
confrontation of native herdsmen and more highly organized, farm-
based, and market-oriented Chinese agriculturalists who immigrated
into Inner Mongolia in great numbers and encroached on native
grazing lands. In areas where Chinese pressure was slight or
nonexistent, the Mongols remained nomadic herdsmen, but in areas
of contact widespread changes occurred. Some Mongols decamped to
freer areas of the steppe: others who previously had simply traded off
their surplus animals and products for Chinese goods were compelled
to become more directly involved-in a mixed border economy. They
developed permanent settlements where fcrage crops were cultivated
for winter fodder and where animal products were regularly collected
and processed for Chinese markets. Still others, usually of the poorer
classes, took up farming and lived in Chinese style among Chinese
farmers,

In modern times, under communism, a third and final series of
changes -in Mongolian society began. The older civil and
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administrative bureaucratic structures were destroyed, and their
related class distinctions were eradicated. The traditional ui.its of
social organization remained, but the cooperative, the Commune, and
the state farm were widely introduced over strong Mongolian
resistance. Comniunist Chinese-dominated cadres took political
control, and Chinese-power in Inner Mongolia became more evident
than ever before—despite a semblance of Mongolian autonomy.

Individual Mongols may- have benefited from some of these
changes. but the old issues remain. They are greatly outnumbered in
their own land and, as Chinese pressure mounts, native leaders and
spokesmen uroe the people to struggle openly or covertly to retain
their national 1dentity. Consequently most Mongols, whether living in
the pastoral. agricultural, or mixed areas, continue to cling to the
Lama Buddhist religion, their distinctive spoken and written
language, their nomadic traditions, and the traditions of past military
glory under Genghis Khan. The communist regime, recognizing the
disruptive potential of these nationalistic forces, has been meticulous
in preserving at least the overt symbols of Mongolian identity and
culture.

. o, The Hui

The Ninghsia Hui Autonomous Region was designated to be a
special area for the Hui, but they also have large concentrations and
smaller autonomous areas in Sinkiang and Kansu, Tsinghai. Yunnan,
and Kweichow provincés. These people are Muslims but in most other
respects are thoroughly Chinese. It is thought that Islam was
transmitted to their ancestors by Arab and Iranian soldiers and
merchants about 1,200 vears ago. An arabic script in their language
exists, but few other signs of Middle Eastern influence remain.

z

Northwest China

Northwest China is one of the most remote and isolated areas of the
country. In early history it attracted few Han Chinese migrants and
_ settlers, although under official encouragement they became dominant
in the populations of the two inner provinces of Kansi and Tsinghai
at an early date. In the outermost segmeiit, Sinkiang (once known as
Chinese Turkestan but now officially called the Sinkiang Uighur
Autonomous Region), however, the Han in 1971 were still
outnumbered by at least fourteén relatively small, indigenous, non-
Han groups. This area was one of strategic significance, particularly
since the Sino-Soviet rift, because in this region close kinship ties
connected peoples on either side of the Sino-Soviet border (see ¢h. 10,

Political Dynamics).
The dominant people in Sinkiang are the Turkic-speaking Uighurs
- who, with a total membership of about 3.9 million, are the third
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largest minority nationality in\China. Other important peoples of the
autonomous region are the Huj, Mongols, etans, Khalkhas,

and Tadzhiks. All but the Tadzhiks speak Altdic languages of either
the Turkic, Mongolian; or Tungusic groups-"The Tadzhiks speak an
Indo-European language. Except for the Uighurs, who live exclusively
in Sinkiang, most of these groups can also be found in Kansu and
Tsinghai provinces: In addition, Kansu has significant settlements of

‘Kazakhs, Kirghiz, Sibo (Manchus,\)\f’ﬁ eks, Salars, Solons,

Tunghsians and T'us, and Tsinghai has large concentrations of |

Yukus. .

Each minority nationality has its -own language. culture, and
traditions and occupies its own autonomous districts or counties as
enclaves within Sinkiang or the particular province it inhabits. Most
are Muslims, reflecting their Turkic origins, but a few are Lama
Buddhists or have retained their-traditional religions.

The Uighurs

The Uighurs inhabit the Tarim Basin that makes up the southern
two-thirds of Sinkiang. It is one of the driest deseits in the world, but
the presence of many oases enables the people to live as sedentary
farmers. Their small farms, generally of about one to eight acres in

‘size, utilize the land according to their proximity to'the centers of the

oases. Near the water source the cultivation of garden crops is
intensive. As the distance outward increases, however, hardier crops,
such as potatoes, millet, and kaoliang, are grown. North of the Tien
Shan mountain range where there is some rainfall, winter wheat is
important; here, cotton is grown as a cash crop, as are melons, grapes,
peaches, and apricots. Silkworms also are raised.

The intense nationalism of the Uighurs is closely tied to Islamic
symbols, and their religious leaders are as important for preserving
the cultural heritage as for their spiritual role. Historically, the group
has been the only literate element in the population. Most of their
works, written in Ardbic, are religious in character.

The Uighurs are Sunni Muslims who maintain ties with other
Muslims and think of themselves as members of a world Muslim
community. They are not strict in their observance of ritual practice,
such as the daily ablutions and prayers, or in abstaining from alcohol.
Few women are veiled, and many go about unescorted. Muslim
dietary habits are followed only to a certain extent. .

There are numerous Muslim shrines, but their names betray
evidence of older ancestor worship. The shrines are associated with
curing disease and with childbirth. Disease is attributed both to Allah
and to evil spirits that are identified with Muslim jinns (see Glossary),
There is a strong belief in ghosts, and witch doctors were
traditionally among the chief medical practitioners.
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The family group, often including married children living together
unde: one roof, is the basic producing unit in the Uighur agricultural

“society. Despite the pressure on limited landholdings, large families

are considered desirable because the water available to the family -
depends on the quantity of communal labor supplied in the

cooperative irfigation erterprises. Families living together in a single

community thus are bour.d together more by economic necessity than

by kinship. A family man is respected and esteemed, and it is a

disgrace for a woman to be childless.

Polygamy was traditionally permitted, but the status of Uighur
women was not as low as in some Muslim communities, and wives did
not tolerate rivals. The few men who could afford two or more wives
therefore usually kept them in different parts of the community or
eveni in another town. ~

Traditionally, wealth gained through efficient irrigation and
farming practices was the basis of the Uighur class structure. The
landed gentry, who held title to fifty or more acres, was socially and
politically at the top of the_social structure, Small holders made up
about two-thirds of the society. The clergy and merchants made up
the- other classes. The economic base of social stratification was
destroyed, for all practical purposes, with the introduction of
communes in 1959,

The Kazakhs

The term kazakh, like its Slavic form cossack, originally meant a
fugitive and masterless man. Such people were formed into a specific
ethnic group when the Mongol Empire of Genghis Khan collapsed in
the sixteenth century. Most of them had been part of the Golden
Horde and were of Uzbek origin. They continued as independent
nomadic herders until subjugated by the Russians during the
nineteenth century. Only a small fraction found themselves in China
when the Russian and Chinese empires met in Central Asia. There
were estimated to be more than 500,000 Kazakhs with grazing grounds
in Sinkiang in the 1960s. They occupied northeastern Sinkiang along
the Soviet border adjacent to their counterparts in the Kazakh Soviet
Socialist Republic. )

Principally nomadic herdsmen ténding flocks of sheep, goats,
horses, cattle, and camels, the Kazakhs are also familiar with
agricultural techniques. Poor herders usually spend part of the year
cultivating hay, grains, and potatoes; wealthier Kazakhs hire others to
do this for them. Milk, cheese, grain, and potatoes are the staple diet;
herds of horses are prestige symbols; and kumis, fermented mare’s
milk, is a special luxury.

Winter quarters are usually permanent earthen or wooden
structures in the foothills of mountainous areas. Felt-covered tents are
used in the summer. Winter quarters belong to specific families, but
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summer pastures belong to the clan as a whole. Disputes over winter
quarters are a common cause of friction among Kazakhs and between
them and other ethnic groups, especially aggressive Uighurs and Han
Chinese farmers. ’

Kazakhs consider themselves to be Muslims, but they are lax about
hours of prayer, seasons of fasting, and dietary laws. They do not,
however, eat pork. Their way of life prevents either veiling or
secluding their women. Pre-Muslim folk religion continues to play.an

important role in their daily lives, and they are quite tolerant toward .

nonbelievers.
The Kirghiz

The Kirghiz are nomadic herdsmen who inhabit the Tien Shan
mountains, the Pamirs, and the Karakorum Mountains. Their
economy is similar to that of the Kazakhs, except that they depend
more on agriculture and their herds have a higher percentage of cattle
and yaks. Unlike the Kazakhs, however, who spread out in various
directions from their winter quarters, the movement of the Kirghiz is
mainly vertical. They inhabit lower slopes in the winter and move to
pastures at higher altitudes when the snows recede.

The Kirghiz language is more closely related to Changhatai Turkish
and to Uighur than to Kazakh. The literacy rate of the Kirghiz is very
low, and the only written form was in Arabic until the Cyrillic
alphabet was introduced among the Soviet Kirghiz.

Their religion is a variant of Islam, modified greatly by customs
associated with their way of life and by survivals of their original
beliefs and practices. Nevertheless, they feel more strongly about
being exemplary Muslims than do other Muslim groups in Northwest
China, and they are less tolerant of nonbelievers.

Other Northwest China Minority Groups

Other minority nationalities in Northwest China are smaller and so
dispersed that none of them plays a dominant role above village level.
The Khalkhas, Sibo, Pacans, Uzbeks, Tatars, Salars, and Solons are
Turkic in origin and langua»s and Muslim in religion. The Tadzhiks
are also Muslim and have ethnic origins stemming from Southwest
Asia. The Mongols, Tibetans, Yikus, and T'u are Lama Buddhists. -

Scuthwest China

There are more different ethnicgroups in the southwest than in any
other region of China, at least twenty-two of which "are large and
prominent enough to be recognized as distinct minority nationalities.
Five of these groups (Chuang, Hui, Yi, Miao, and Tibetans) are among
the ten most numerous minority nationalities in the country.

All Southwest China groups except the Hui represent peoples of the
kind found in Vietnam, Laos, northern Burma, and northern
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Thailand. Each has its own language (although not always with a
wriiten form) and its own cultural heritage. Most are sedentary
farmers but some, especially those in Tibet and Szechwan Province,
may be nomads and herdsmen. :

Seventeen of the twenty-two groups are native to Southwest China.
Five are segments of minority nationalities principally located in
other regions—the Chuang, Miao, Yao, and Puyi from South China
and the Hui from North China. They range in size fiom the Pumi of
Yunnan. who have less than 2,000 members, to the Yi of Yunnan and
Szechwan, who number about 3.26 million.

The Tibetans

The Tibetan Autonomous Region lying to the extreme southwest in

the high mountains and plateaus of the Gréater Himalayan Range is,

the homeland of the Tibetans. but the group also has many
autonomous areas in Smklang. Kansu, and Tsinghai. About 80
percent of the population in the homeland are sedentary farmers:who
cultivate the poor, sandy soils of the southern and southeastern parts

of the area. The other 20 percent are nomadic herdsmen who occupy -

the northern plateau regions. A few Tibetans are traders, craftsmen,
government officials, and clerks in towns.

Sedentary communities of the Tibetans are usually tightly knit
villages consisting of related families living in adjacent permanent
houses. Each community is administered by an elected village
headman and a ‘council of elders. The soil of their surrounding farms
is fertilized mainly by human and animal excreta and, since rainfall is
scarce, is sometimes irrigated by primitive, inefficient systems. Crop
rotation is known but is not systematically carried out. The principal
crop is barley, but turnips, potatoes, wheat, and inillet are also grown.
Peas are raised as fodder for horses. Some beef and dairy cattle are
raised as a sideline, but they are generally poor. Yields of milk and
butter are small but are highly valued.

The basic form of communal organization among the nomads is the
encampment, or tent-circle, of five to eighty families banded together
for protection and cooperative effort in handling their herds. These
encampments are designed for mobility, since they must move with

“the seasons. From late spring through summer, community herds are
“grazed in successively higher pastures because of the short growing

season at each level. In winter the community descends into river
valleys and changes its patterns of living from herding to trading,
repairing equipment, and weaving yak haircloth. Winter, a time when
little cooperative labor is required, is also a period of intensified social
life.

The basic social unit is the family, characterized by a varying and
complex composition. Several forms of marriage are customary and
acceptable. Monogamy is the most prevalent, but variations,
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including polyandry, in which one woman cohabits with several men,
and polygyny, involving the mating of 6ne man with several females,
are common. The precise form of marriage followed in individual
casés seems to be associated with a -desire to maintain family
landholdings intact—a motivation that underlies many other cultural
values and practices.

The eldest son in the paternal line is the head of the family. His
younger brothers do not have the right to marry formally and,
customarily, enter a monastery when they reach a.certain age. In large
families, however, one or two may remain home and, unable to marry,
cohabit with a brother’s wife. Any issue from such an arrangement is
always considered to be an offspring of the family head.

When the eldest son marries or has his first child, he displaces his
father, becoming the family head and assuming the taxpaying and
labor service burdens that accompany the family’s landholdirgs. The
father moves to a smaller house on the property, accompanied by his
wife and any unmarried daughters.

If the new head of the family is not capable of having children, he
informs his younger Brother -in the monastery, and they may agree
that a child be adopted to continue the family line. It is far more
common, however, for the younger brother to leave the monastery,
replacing his brother as head of the family, and taking his wife
without the necessity of a formal marriage ceremony. Sometimes
when there are no brothers, an additionai wife is taken into the
household if the first wife is childless, and even a third wife is taken if
the second one remains barren. At other times two additional
husbands (in addition to brothers of the original husband if they are
available) may be called in before turning to adoptior. as a last resort.

The formal or state religion of Tibetans is Lamaism, an adaptation
of Buddhism in which the concepts of karma, nirvana, transmigration,
and reincarnation have remained basic. It has been seriously
weakened by the Communists, and thousands of its monks have been
forced to work as laborers on road construétion or to perform other
menial tasks. The prevailing sect is the Yellow Hat, of which the
Dalai Lama is the de facto head. The Dalai Lama, who resided in
Lhasa until he fled to India in 1959, formerly was also the political
leader of Tibet. A lama of secondary importance, the Panchen Lama,
thereupon was installed by the Communists on the throne vacated by
the Dalai Lama but was deposed by them five years later for
statements supporting the traditional head.

Both the Dalai Lama and the Panchen Lama are believed to be
reincarnations of their predecessors. When either dies, the priesthood
has to determine in which newly born child the Lama has been
reincarnated. This could occur anywhere, often in a peasant family.
Such a family automatically becomes a member of the noble class.

= s
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The basis of Lamaism is the monastery system, and monastic
institutions are found everywhere in Tibet. Some monasteries house
more than 5,000 monks or lama priests. Many also have associated
colleges and are centers of learning and repositories of Buddhist
literature. Others have huge grain storehouses that are used to
alleviate hunger during crop failure, and-unt#-1959 no major region
had. experienced famine.

In substance, the belief embraces elements of a much older religion, -

the Bon or Bon-pa, involving belief in nature spirits, evil spirits,
practices of propitiation, and magic. This form is still practiced
among tribesmen who are more remote from the influence of formal
Lamaism. Among them, illness is attributed to evil spirits and must
be cured by magical means. Lamas sometimes cure illness by
chanting Buddhist sutras or religious incantations. Divination, or
fortunetelling, is also popular and takes many forms.

Until the communist annexation of Tibet in ©ctober 1950, land was
divided equally among peasants, although in principle it remained the
property of the Dalai Lama. Technically, the actual landholder merely
used his portion in return for assuming various obligations, such as
paying taxes and providing labor services as requested. Over the
centuries parcels of land changed hands, often being consolidated into
large tracts occupied and controiled by certain aggressive individuals
or families.

At the top of the social structure traditionally was the noble class,
whose members lived in cities and were the largest landholders before
the advent of communism. Included among the nobility were
descendants of former Dalai Lamas and former monarchs, or
descendants of individuals who had performed meritorious political or
military service. Their present-de; influence is minimal, especially
since the central government introduced in 1959 a series of
“democratic reforms™ in administration, land tenure and industry. By
late 1960 land redistribution had been about 90 percent completed;
the remainder had been probably redistributed at the latest by the
time the Cultural Revolution receded in 1969.

Very little is known about class structures among the nomadic
herdsmen. In agricultural areas, however, there were, at least until the

1960s, several categories of peasants at the apex of which were the,

heads of families and other individuals who controlled sizable land
tracts on which they paid taxes. Below them were lesser peasants,
mainly younger sons and others who had no land in their own right.
Many of this class entered monasteries, but many others became
dependent landholders on the property of a noble or a taxpaying
tenant. Upon death the land they cultivated reverted to its primary
holder. )

Probably those who binefited most from the communist rule were
many landless rural laborers and household servants who formed tke
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lowest class. In the past, they could not enter a monastery and could
not legally marry, so they perpetuated themselves primarily by
informal cohabitation and therefore could not hope to raise
themselves to a higher class level. From this group, the Communists
have recruited many cadres on the assumption that, having nothing to
lose, they are most likely to be loyal to the new regime.

The Yi

Traditionally, the Yi, sometimes called the Lolo, were divided into
castes. The dominant caste was the Black Yi, which owned all
property and had political control of the villages. The lower caste had
two divisions in early times: the White Yi and Chinese slaves. Both
were regarded as chattel property by the Black Yi and were required
to do all domestic and agricultural work. As captured Chinese became
assimilated to the group. they acquired status as White Yi and could
improve their status by renting land from their Black Yi masters.
There was no mobility between the Black Yi and the lower castes, but
barriers between the White Yi and Chinese slaves were less rigid.

The clans in Yi society are patrilineal, each being made up of
members claiming descent from a common ancestor. Clan
organizations tend to be fairly large, having several main and
auxiliary branches. Members of a clan live in a village, but larger
clans sometimes occupy a number of adjacent villages. The villages
are highly cohesive, being tied together by kinship as well as by
proximity and matters of common security. There is no formal system
of succession to village leadership, as the leader is chosen by common
consent and on the basis of personal characteristics. Wealth may be a
factor, but desirable personal qualities such as leadership are more
important. = )

The main economic activity of the Yi is agriculture, which is looked
down upon by the Black Yi who supervise the necessary labor
performed by the White Yi. The major crop is corn, which is stored in
a room of the house after harvesting. The fields are then planted in
wheat and beans, which, in turn, are harvested in time to replant
more corr, Buckwheat, the second most important crop, is cultivated
by slash-and-burn methods. After sowing, the fields are unattended
until harvest. The practice of double cropping buckwheat quickly
exhausts the soil, and the fields must be abandoned for several years.
Some potatoes, oats, and vegetables are also grown, as is a little rice.

Agricultural land was owned in the past by the clan but was
allotted to individual Black Yi families, who treated ‘it as private
property. Those having excess arable lands rented them to White Yi,
taking a major percentage of their produce for rent.

Pasture and forest land were communally owned and used.
Sheepherding and goatherding, although economically less important
than agriculture, are looked upon as suitable occupations by the Black
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Yi who tend their own herds. Wool is cut three times annually and is
woven into cloth {or their characteristic long overcoats. Shearing time
is a-big social occasion when =everal clans may bririg their herds
together,

Yi dwellings are mud or stone structures enclosed within a mud
outer wall. Animals, including horses and oxen, are penned within
this enclosure. Construction of the house and compound is a
cooperative venture involving the whole clan.

The basis of Yi religion is a conception of a world peopled with
good and bad spirits. Evil spirits aré numerous and have their own
names and special functions—including responsibility for all
misfortune and disease. )

The chief religious specialist, called « pimu, combines the functions
of a priest and a sorcerer. The position is hereditary and is passed
down from father to son. A pimu performs cures by exorcising evil
spirits and brings rain by propitiating mountain spirits. A second
specialist, the simu, acquires his power by recovering from serious
illness when a spirit allegedly attaches itself to him and gives him
unusual capabilities. He is primarily a curing specialist. '

The concept that destiny—good or bad—is controlled by the world
of spirits is a fundamental Yi belief. Divination is therefore a
necessary procedure for foretelling the future. No major activity is
undertaken without first resorting to it, and all Yi wear amulets that
are believed to protect the wearer in hunting and warfare.

Other Southwest China Groups

The other lesser minority nationalities of Southwest China are all
native to Yunnan except for the Chiang who inhabit Szechwan. They
include the Pai, Hani, and Tai, each of which has more than 500,000
members; the Lisu, Wa, Lahu, Nasi, and Chingpo, who number
between 100.000 and 300,000 each: and the Achang, Chiang, Pulang,
Nu, Penglung, Tulung, and Pami, none numbering over 50,000. Most
of these groups are segments and branches of peoples who, because of
the Han Chinese pressure in the distant past, were forced to migrate
southward from their homelands in the Yangtze River valley. The Nu
and the Tulung, closely related to the Tibetans, are a possible
exception.

The major religion of the area is Buddhism, modified in some
groups by intrusions of pre-Buddhist belief and practice. A few groups
adhere almost entirely to local religions. In some of the more
assimilated communities subjected to communist ideology, formal
religion is weakening and is being replaced by atheism.

The form of -social organization varies among the different groups.
Some, such as the Lisu, that are classified as branches of the Yij
family, are organized into clans based on descent from a common
male ancestor. The Nu and the Tulung have structures closely
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paralleling the Tibetans. The Chingpo, located on the Yunnan-Burma
border, are similar to the Kachins of Southeast Asia. Others, such as
the Tai, have organizational structures based on the small,
independent bilateral family.

Virtually all groups are farmers who live in small villages from
which they go out to cultivate their surrounding fields. Their houses
are built of wood or bamboo or a combination-of these two materials.
The small farms produce good yields of dry rice, corn, and buckwheat,
except in river valleys where wet rice is predominant. Small numbers
of cattle are raised for food.

South China

The most prominent minority nationalities in South China are
fourteen in number and, except for the Hui, are closely akin to groups
in Southwest China and to the various peoples of Southeast Asia.
They include the Chuang, Miao, Yao, Puyi, T" ung, Tuchia, Li, She,
Shuijia, Molao, Moanan, Kolao, and Ching, in addition to the Hui.
Their languages, all mutually unintelligible, are either of the Tibeto-
Burman or the Austroasiatic linguistic families and have been
strongly influenced lexically by Chinese.

The Chuang -

. The Chuang, who live primarily in the Kwangsi Chuang
Autonomous Region but also have autonomous.settlements in
neighboring Kwangtung and Yunnan provinces, are the largest
minority nationality in China; however, material on them is
fragmentary. Moreover, they have been so thoroughly assimilated by
the Han Chinese that their separate identity is fading, and it .is:
difficult to distinguish between the two.

The Chuang are agriculturalists like the Chinese and have adopted
many Chinese farming practices. They grow rice in irrigated paddies,
using water buffalo for plowing. These animals, however, are chiefly
|mportant as a measure of wealth and not as a means of production.
Settlements are generally situated near water, and dwellings are
elevated on piles or stilts. -

In some of their customs, the Chuang resemble the neighboring
Miao groups. They have a clan organization, although clan exoramy is
not rigidly followed. Marriage is arranged through the services of a
middleman and is usually performed at festival times. The bride
remains with her parents until a child is born and only then goes to
live with her husband. Polygamy was quite common in the past.

Little has been recorded of Chuang religious beliefs and practices,
but a reliance on spirits and magic is known to exist. There is a spring
festival characterized by fertility rites, sexual license, dancing, and
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singing. Magicians are prominent, and a form of sorcery using doll
images is-practiced.

The Miao and Yao

These two groups are separate and distinct from one another, are
widely scattered geographically, and exhibit considerable cultural
variation, but they are usually considered together because they have
certain major cultural characteristics in common. Both are primarily
agriculturalists who use techniques and tools influenced by centuries
of contact with the Han Chinese, and both speak variations of Tibeto-
Burman languages and have similar religious systems.

In Kweichow, where the Miao are most numerous, there is little
arable land, and what there is must be used intensively. Slash-and-
burn cultivation is practiced on higher slopes too steep for
fertilization and produces corn, millet, barley, kaoliang, and beans. At
lower levels and along riverbanks wet rice is the major crop. Even in
good years the harvest is barely adequate for subsistence; in bad years
there is likely to be much starvation.

Cash crops include tea, tung oil seeds (the oil of which is used in
industry), tobacco, sugarcane, and indigo. Fishing is economically
important, as are the numerous cows, horses, pigs, sheep, ducks, and
chickens that are raised. )

Handicrafts are favorite home occupations, particularly the
production of bamboo mats, hats, baskets, boxes, and fishtraps that
are traded or sold. Cloth is also woven at home, and many men
augment the family income by hecoming silversmiths, blacksmiths, or
carpenters. ’ '

Traces of clan organization are said to remain among the Miao, but
the Yao have no kin groupings larger than the family. The nuclear
family, consisting of husband, wife. and unmarried children, is the
primary social and household unit. The family owns its own fields,
house, anindals, and furnishings. Both men and women work in the
fields.

The predominant form of marriage is monogamy, although
concubines may be kept in separate household establishments.
Children are encouraged to marry by the time they reach seventeen or
eighteen years of age. Considerable sexual license is permitted among
young, unmarried people. Some Miao villages have youth houses
where young people can meet to sing and to establish liaisons.

Settlements are generally found on mountain slopes and along
streams, with villages surrounded by mud or stone walls. Houses are
strewn irregularly along twisting streets or alleys within these
enclosures. Rooms of the houses are separated by pillars rather than
walls and have provision for storing grain and stalls for domestic
animals.

112

Wk e vd

A

M




i

The religious systems of these groups are characterized by a belief
in supernatural beings—all referred to generically as ghosts, whether
they be ancestral or nature spirits. There are many such ghosts, at
least forty of which are objects of special ritual observances marked by
a mixture of religious and magical elements. The attendant
ceremonies are quite long, involving a large body of paraphernalia and
a long procéssion of precise activities, including animal sacrifice.
Nearly every village. especially among the Miao. has one or more
shrines to an earth god where special rituals are performed twice
yearly.

The soul is believed to leave the body during sleep. At other times.
when it is enticed away by evil spirits, the absence generally is
believed to be a cause of sickness. At death. the soul is thought to
ascend to the skies, and some souls may be converted into evil
spirits.

The Puyi

The Puyi. located almost entirely in Kweichow Province are the
ninth largest minority nationality in the country. Their culture differs
little from that of the neighboring Han. This fact has made them
readily assimilated to Chinese communities. In villages where they
live together with the Chinese. the two groups are not easily
distinguishable.

Puyi men and women dress like the Chinese except for the older
women who tend to favor the traditional tight-fitting jacket and long
skirt. Originally a Tai-speaking people. mesi of them have adopted
Chinese, in which the greater proportion are literate.

The Puyi essentially are peasants, and only a few settle in towns
and cities to engage in trade. The women work in the fields and have
a relatively low social status. The Puyi usually own the land they
cultivate and are well-to-do; because of this they have not accepted
collectivism in agriculture as readily as the communist regime would
like.

Religious beliefs and practices among the Puyi are more or less
similar to those of their Chinese neighbors in Kweichow Province.
There is, however. a residual belief in a plurality of gods and spirits
among a large segment. and others are Buddhists. like other Tai
groups in southwestern China. Since the beginning of the twentieth
century Western missionaries have penetrated into interior Kweichow
Province, and many Puyi peasants, for a time at least. embraced
Christianity.

Other South China Minority Nationalities

None of the southern minority groups are large enough to exert a
significant social, economic, or political impact on the region outside
their individual local areas. They usually occupy their own
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autonomous administrative areas, although some of the areas may be

jointly inhabited by two or more groups. Primarily, all groups are.

farmers who produce crops native to their respective areas on small
farms similar to those of the Chuang or the Miao and Yao peoples.
Their languages are mutually unintelligible, although all are rooted in
either the Tibeto-Burman or .he Mon-Khmer linguistic families and
have become strongly modified by centuries of contact with the
Chinese.

The groups are widely distributed throughout the south from
Kweichow eastward to the coastal provinces. The T'ung, Tuchia, and
Kolao are concentrated in Kweichow Province, although some T'ung
are found in Kwangsi and some Tuchia are in Hunan and Szechwan
provinces as well. The Molao and Moanan live among the Chuang in
Kwangsi Province; the She are in Fukien and Chekiang provinces; the
Ching and Li are in Kwangtung Province, including Hainan Island;
and the Shuijia are in Kwangtung Province.

Ll
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CHAPTER 5
SOCIAL SYSTEM AND VALUES

A high level of ul\iformity of social patterns has been characteristic
of China since ancient times. Approximately 94 percent of the
population belongs to a single ethnic group. the Han (see ch. 4, Ethnic
Groups and Languages). Although there are marked regional
variations in language and customs. the similarities among the Han
have always been far more striking than the differences.

Between®80 and 85 percent of the people live in rural areas, where

- they are engaged primarily in subsistence farming. Urban areas,

% however. rose early and, since the eighth century A.D., there have

: been cities with populations of 1 million or more. Marketing and
social nefw0rk§ have developed over the centuries to the extent that
country and city people came to share approximately the same social
values, although urban-residents have always had higher social status

. and better living conditions than rural people.

. Since .coming to power the Communists have been engaged in
carrying out a social revolution to bring into being eventually an ideal
classless society in which there is no exploitation of one person by
another and one in which the basic needs of all the people are met. To
achieve this transformation. the government of the People’s Republic
of China (PRC) has worked toward the eventual abolition of all forms
of private ownership and of all autonomous social institutions,
whether occupational, religious, or other—that is. all except for. those
that are controlled by, and serve the interests of. the collectivity.
Whereas. traditionally, loyalty to the k  group had been dominant.
the PRC has attempted to reorient i..dividual allegiance so that
society as a whole has primacy.

As a result of the government’s efforts. by the-early 1970s
autonomous social institutions had been weakened or destroyed. The
nuclear family has remained the basic social unit but appears to have
somewhat less cohesion’than formerly. Bevond the family household,

] the social system has an unprecedented fluidity, as old institutions

- recede or disappear and new ones hegin to emerge under official

sponsorship.’ 7

Because of the dominance of the state over social<institutions. the
main criteria for social stratification has apparently become virtually
exclusively political, and only the state-controlled channels offer
significant opportunities for social advancement. Within these
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channels, upward mobility has been slight since 1949 and, from time
to time. the stress given the different criteria determining upward
mobility—experience, technical expertise. and political reliability—
has fluctuated (see ch. 9, Political System and Values; ch. 10, Political
Dynamics; ‘ch. 8. Education, Intellectual Expression, and the Arts).
Information concerning the dynamics of society in the PRC as of the
early 1970s is lacking. Chinese social scientists have not published
works in this field. and foreign social scientists have been denied the
opportunity to do fieldwork since 1949,

The characteristic technique used by the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) leadership to carry out the social revolution has been the mass
campaign (see ch. 12, Public Information and Propaganda). At the
start of such a campaign, trained agitators are placed at various levels
in the society and within various social organizations. Their job is to
mobilize others to act in certain ways and to oppose certain people
and instituticns. The agitator seeks to evoke an emotional
commitment on the part of the masses to the goals of the campaign.
Eventually a so-called high tide of emotion and activity is reached.
The masses have been mobilized. This stage may lead to a local
breakdown in law and order. which is tolerated for a period. There
then follows governmental restoration of order. retrenchment and,
finally. demobilization.

The pattern foliowed by the government's social campaigns has
become famiiliar to the Chinese people and. to a limited extent. they
have learned to judge how to behave in order to be in tune with, or
preferably slightly ahead of. the phases of a campaign. In this way
they seek to avoid public humiliation and threats to personal safety
and job security.

The mobilization phase of a campaign upsets the various social
hierarchies and provides opportunities for advancement to socially
ambitious persons with highly developed sensitivity to political
nuances. Especially for junior personnel. the periods of mobilization
provide opportunities for advancement within the power hierarchies.
Such periods, however, carry high risk of purge for senior personnel in
the governmental, Party. and mass organizational bureaucracies. They
are also dangerous times for intellectuals. artists. and professional
people. In periods of retrenchment and demobilization. opportunities
for social advancement within the political bureaucracies are reduced,
and senior cadres (see Glossary) are more secure. At such times
persons whose primary concern is with technical and other
nonpolitical considerations have greater freedom to do and say what
they wish.

By the late 1950s the pattern of the mass campaigns appeared to
have become set and predictable and did not bring about the same
severe social disruption and emotional upheaval that had occurred
during earlier campaigns. The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
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) (1966-69—see Glossary), however, was carried out with a

) revolutionary fervor reminiscent of the violent ca mpaigns of the early
1950s.

The preexisting power hierarchies were threatened and, in some
cases, destroyed. The mass social organizations that the regime had
[ created were greatly damaged. The sudden collapse of some of the ’ 4
mass organizations in 1966 and 1967 suggests that these organizations
had failed to gain the wholehearted support of their members,
although other factors were also important in damaging them at this
time (see ch. 10, Political Dynamics). For some time the Party
bureaucracy itself ceased to function. Information was lacking in mid-
1971 concerning whether 6r not certain mass organizations, such as
labor unions. professional organizations, and women's associations,
had survived the hectic yvears from.1966 to 1969. What was apparent
was that the People’s Liberaticn Army (PLA), as a result of its role in \
the Cultural Revolution, had hecome the dominant organization in
PRC society and had representation in the leadership group of
virtually all social organizations down to the grassroots level (see ch. )
10, Political Dynamics; ch. 21. The Armed Forces).

CHINESE SOCIETY IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

The Chinese social system, which had endured for millennia,
underwent a revolutionary transformation during the twentieth
century. As the century opened. Chinese society was headed by the
emperor and the imperial family. Below this inherited elite was the
gentry, a class headed by persons who had passed the government
civil service examinations and were therefore eligible for appointment
to positions in the imperial bureaucracy. Membership in the gentry
class was open, in theory at least, to all those who could pass the
national-examinations, which were based on a svllabus that stressed
the Confucian literature as interpreted by imperial officials (see ch. 8,
Education, Intellectual Expression, and the Arts). In practice, some
degrees could be purchased. Civil servants were drawn chiefly from
the wealthier landowning families, often referred to as the landed

- gentry, since only the wealthy could afford the requisite schooling or

the purchase of degrees and since the merchant class was disbarred.

With its ties both to the capital and to the local area where its tenants ]

dwelt, the gentry functioned as the mediating class between the rural

: population and the central government from the seventh century A.D.

until the collapse of imperial rule in 1911 (see ch. 3, Historical
Setting).

B Below the gentry were three main classes of commoners: farmers,
artisans, and merchants, in order of diminishing status. Members of
the merchent group were forbidden to take the civil service
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examinations that qualified candidates for gentry status. In practice,
however, class distinctions were not completely clearcut. Many

’ members of the landed gentry also engaged in business, Farmers were
often artisans in the slack season, and artisans in towns and cities
often marketed their own goods. Nonetheless, the prejudice against
merchants helped to keep the nonlanded middle class relatively small
and ineffectual.

- In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries a new urban
middle class began to emerge. This group consisted of those who
participated directly or indirectly in the foreign concessions and
intérnational settlements at the treaty ports (see ch. 3, Historical
Setting). Unlike the merchants and artisans of the interior, the new
business group was relatively free of official interference and arbitrary
taxation since it operated under the protection of the foreigners’
extraterritorial status. .

The new urban middle class included persons of-a wide range of
income, social status, and living styles. By the start of the twentieth
century this group was headed by Chinese industrialists, bankers. and
other big businessmen who shared the living standards and. to some
extent. the values and social position of the Westérn businessmen.
Below them in wealth and prestige were the compradors, the Chinese
business agents-of the Western firms. The next lower group consisted
of small storekeepers and retail traders. A small but expanding

. industrial working class had also emerged. :
In 1905 the civil service examination system was abandoned. and
the empire began to train a new educated class to replace the
Confucian-educated scholar-gentry. After the abandonment of the
Confucian curriculum the social philosophy that had served as the
. justification for the Chinese hierarchy of classes came into question.
Confucianists had looked upon social differences as the refiection of
differences in moral rectitude. education, and self-discipline. Persons
allegedly achieved ruling-class status by virtue of moral and
intellectual superiority. Thus the authoritarian structure of Chinese
society was justified. The new intellectual class that emerged from
educational institutions in Europe, the United States, Japan, and
modern Christian missionary and secular schools in China denigrated
the Confucian social philosophy as having kept the empire
economically and socially backward for centuries.
A revolution headed by Chinese who had been exposed to the
Western concepts of nationalism, social equality, and political
democracy brought down the dynastic system of government in 1911.
| Thus, within the space of a few years the traditional ruling group of
| China, consisting of the emperor, the nobility, and the scholar-gentry,
| had lost its position in society.
| Within the rural villages, however, where more than 80 percent of
, the people lived, little had changed. The central government had
]
l
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never impinged more than slightly upon the peasantry. A traditional
rural proverb states that “‘Heaven is high and the emperor is far
away.”

The loss of control over the bureaucracy by the gentry had little
immediate effect upon ruial China. Although no longer connected to
the national leadership, the landed gentry still retained its dominance
over landownership, and population pressure in the countryside
assured the landed gentry of continuing influence among, and
deference from, the land-hungry farmers who competed for the right
to become tenants.

The lineage organizations (tsu) also retained their position as the
most important social’ institutions influencing village life (see ch. 6,
Family). The lineagé was the largest social group toward which a
villager felt strong allegiance. Cutting across class lines, it included
all villagers who wére connected patrilineally and their wives. In
southern and southeastern China, where it was common for all
villagers to belong to the same lineage, kin ties and village allegiances
were synonymous, and kin relationships governed village social
interaction. In the north and west, where villages tended to contain
members of various lineages, social rivalries tended to develop out of,
and reinforce, lineage group loyalties.

The lineage was the unit that established and maintained the
temples and rituals necessary for ancestor worship, sponsored the
education of its gifted members, supported orphans and the elderly,
and provided for burial of the dead. In many instances, the lineage
leaders settled disputes among kin group members. Interference by
the government was considered detrimental to lineage interests. It
was also a reflection on the government official if the people under his
jurisdiction were unable to settle their differences without his frequent
intervention,

Villagers’ social relations were not limited to the village, however.
The marketing area, including from fifteen to tweuty-five villages, or
about 1.500 households, interacted on market day (once every three or
six days) at the market town. The marketing areas encompassed a
social community of great importance to villagers. Although the area
utilizing a single market was too large to permit close relationships
among all members, the typical peasant usually was at least on
nodding acquaintance with all the adults of the marketing
cemmunity. Socializing at teashops, meetings of regional secret
society officials, payment of rent by tenants to landlords, meetings of
government representatives with lineage elders and local landowners,
meetings of guilds and benevolent societies, contact between farmer
and merchants—all these activities at the market town involved the
rural dwellers in social relations with persons outside their villages.
The primary marketing area was connected, through tiers of higher
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level marketing networks with headquarters at the larger towns, to the
cities.

Loyalty to one's home village, market area, and province had
always been strong in imperial China and was probably accentuated
in the years immediately following the collapse of the Ch’ing dynasty,
as a result of the growth of warlord regimes in the 1910s and 1920s.
These, in effect, broke the empire into regional units, each under the
control of a military leader and his armed followers. Depredations by,
and rivalry among, warlords caused unrest and insecurity in rural
areas, with the result that villagers flocked to the towns and cities.
There the migrants tended to seek social and economic support from
persons with family ties to the same geographic and language dialect
areas as themselves.

The chief social institution for the urban migrant was, as it had
been for centuries, the provincial or district club, an association of
persons from the same locality created to carry on those burial, relief,
educational, legal aid, mediation, and other functions that lineage
organizations fulfilled in the villages. These organizations helped to
maintain the loyalty of their members to the home region and its
customs and values.

Secret societies also drew membership from the rural and urban
people. As in lineage organizations, the solidarity of these voluntary
associations was cemented by shared religious observances, but their
chief purpose was to promote the attainment of economic and
political benefits for their members. Little was known about the social
composition of such voluntary societies since they were clandestine
and were regarded as subversive by the government. Beggars, robbers,
prostitutes, demobilized soldiers, and other groups of low social status
organized secret societies for mutual aid and support. The more
politically oriented and permanently established societies were
located chiefly in the south of the country and included in their
membership many prosperous townspeople and suburbanites of the
coastal cities. The southern societies maintained connections with
Chinese emigrants to Southeast Asia and the Southwest Pacific. It
was among these societies that Sun Yat-sen first gained the financial
and organizational backing that made possitle the republican
revolution of 1911.

SOCIAL INNOVATIONS IN THE NATIONALIST PERIOD,
1927 TO 1948

In the 1920s and 1930s the Nationalist Party (Kuomintang—KMT)
began to exert a tighter control over Chinese society than had ever
been achieved by a single organization (see ch. 3, Historical Setting). .
The KMT was organized according to the principles of democratic
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centralism (see Glossary) into a tightly disciplined network of
members obedient to instructions emanating from above (see ch. 9,
Political System and Values). KMT local cells were set up under
central control down to the village level, at which point use was made
of an age-old institution for social control, the pao-chia system.

This system involved the mutual guarantee and surveillance of
members of household groups for and by one another. Roughly one
hundred families formed a chia, and ten chia made one pao. The
KMT leadership envisioaed the pao-chia system as a means of
gradually introducing the villagers to democratic institutions. A
number of pao consti-uted a villagé or town community, and each pao
was to choose two representatives to serve on the town or village
assembly. The assembly would assist the head of government at the
local level, who would be an elected official.

Another innovation of the Nationalist period was the change in the

social itatus of soldiers. The Nationalists, with the help of advisers
from the Soviet Union, created a modern party army. Because of its
technical and political training, the KMT army enjoyed a-degree of
prestige that had not accrued to the military in many centuries.
Whereas formerly a well-known saying was that “‘one does not make a »
nail out of good iron or a soldier out of a good man,” a military career
began to be an attractive one for many of the country’s educated
youth. KMT military men emerged as admired national leaders, the
foremost being Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, president of the
Republic of China, Several prominent CCP leaders, among them
Chou En-lai, also belonged for a time to the KMT army.

There also emerged during the Nationalist period a new social
group composed of wealthy government officials with connections in
banking, commerce, and industry. This group came into existence as
a result of the KMT effort to control industry and finance through
various governmental mechanisms, and it gradually overshadowed the
private capitalist group. ’

During the 1930s the modern intellectual group gradually became
politically partisan, The KMT sought to gain the support of the
students and teachers. Branches of the Kuomintang Youth League
were established in the schools to promote the official ideology and to
help in the policing of student and faculty activities. The KMT -
organizations acted to suppress whatever was detrimental to the :
regime, which was by then fighting for its life against the Japanese
and the Communists. Many intellectuals, alienated by the KMT's
efforts at control of their activities, were drawn to the communist
cause.

Much of the peasantry, too, became alienated, for the new regime
was more socially distant from the rural masses than the ancient
ruling class had been. Qver the millennia, the Confucian ruling class
values had filtered down through the gentry and through folk tales,
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Chinese drama, and other means until a ge..eral consensus of values
could be said to exist throughout all classes of Chinese society. The
ruling group under the Nationalists, however, consisting of modern
non-Confucianist intellectuals and military and business people with
Westernized concepts and urban orientation, had little in common
with the rural peasantry who remained loyal to the values that had
been shared-by ruler and ruled in the imperial period.

The CCP and the Red Army, which, like the KMT, had been
created with the help of acvisers from the Soviet Union, began in the
late 1920s to court peasant support. All Red Army soldiers were
indoctrinated in the need to regard themselves as a people’s army and
as the defenders of the peasants. Red Army soldiers gained a
reputation for paying for "h-ir supplies and helping the villagers
among whom they lived to carry out local projects.

Exploiting antagonisms between landlords and tenants and helping
the peasants establish new modes of cooperation for such purposes as
land reclamation, labor exchange. and small-scale industry, the
Communists gained the allegiance of millions of farmers. It was upon
this peasant base that Mao Tse-tung was able to engineer the rise to
power of the CCP.

v CLAw.3 CATEGORIES

The Chinese ‘Communists have considered a variety of criteria in
determining a person’s class status. Beginning with the land reform
campaign of the late 1940s and early 1950s, persons were given as
many as four separate class-related labels. Two dealt specifically with
the past—family background and individual background—and two—
family status and individual status—were meant to cover the present
and were subject to review in five years. Thus, for example, an
individual might have parents who had been poor peasants and might
himself have been a factory worker. These would be his family's and
his own class backgrounds. His present family status, however, might
be that of lower middle peasant and. if he had later acquired a
secondary or higher level education and was making use of this
education in his work, his current individual class status might be
that of intellectual. Whereas one's own status and that of one’s family
inight change, the “‘background” classification remained permanently
on thi¢ individual dossiers, and, in the late 1960s and early 1970s,
continued to affect one’s privileges and vulnerabilities. Persons of
landlord, rich peasas, or bourgeois family backgrounds, for example,
L.ave since 1949 generally been denied access to positions in the state-
controlled hierarchiesthrough which upward mobility is achieved.

The concepts used in classification derive originally from twe .1ain
sources: Mao's early writing on analysis of classes in the 1920s and
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1930s that, in turn, are based on the writings of Karl Marx; and Mao's
later use, as in the 1957 essay *‘On the Correct Handling of
Contradictions Among the People,” of functional and ideological
categories.

According to a 1939 textbook entitled The Chinese Revolution and
the Chinese Communist Party, written by Mao and others. Chinese
society of that time was classifiable -into the following Marxian
categories: the landlord class; the big bourgeoisie or comprador class,
involved with foreign capitalists; the national bourgeoisie, with
domestic control of trade and commerce; the petty bourgeoisie of
small merchants, artisans, professional people, most intellectuals, and
the more affluent peasants; the semi-proletariat, consisting of lower
middle and poor peasants; and the genuine proletariat of urban
workers, shop assistants, and farm laborers. The lowest class consisted
of vagrants—urban and rural people who, lacking legitimate
employment opportunities, had such unsavory occupations as robber,
gangster, beggar. or prostitute or “live[d] upon superstitious
practices.” Since the mid-1950s, however, Mao and other PRC
officials have more commonly described Chinese society as consisting
of “workers.” “peasants.” “intellectuals,”” “others.” and “enemies of
the people.” They have not. however. abandoned the earlier social
category terminology.

Workers

The working class consists chiefly of industrial laborers—the true
Marxian proletariat—and for that reason has always been the favored
group in the PRC in spite of the fact that the peasants have always
been the Party’s chief supporters. According to the official ideology,
the proletariat is the most progressive of all groups in society, and the
interests of the working class are identical with those of the state and
the Party. In 1962 workers made up about 15 percent of the CCP
membership. as they did of the nation at large (see ch. 17, Labor).

Peasants

The peasants constitute approximately 80 percent of the PRC's
population and made up, in 1961, about two-thirds of the Party
membership. Since 1949 peasants in positions of power have tended
to come from the lower middle and poor peasant categories.

Intellectuals

The classification “intellectual” applies to only a small group. In
1956, out of a total population of well over 600 million, only 3.84
million (well under 1 percent) were officially classified as intellectuals.
The criteria for this classification have tended to be vague. In general,
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anyone with better than average education may be labeled an
intellectual. Thus, in the countryside junior middle school graduates
are often classified as intellectuals, whereas in the cities senior. middle
school graduates and college students are called intellectuals and the
category “higher intellectual™ is used for college graduates, university
faculty, doctors, engineers, editors, and similar groups.

Intellectuals are a small minority and are regarded as politically
less reliable than workers or peasants, but they are nonetheless well
represented in the Party and in other governmental hierarchies. Their
superior skills enable them to fill a disproportionate number of
positions in the middle and high ochelons of the national bureaucracy.
Intellectuals, especially *‘higher intellectuals,” have been particularly.
subject to indoctrination campaigns and to demands that they

participate actively in group criticism and self-criticism sessions (see.

ch. 8, Education, Intellectual Expression, and the Arts).

. Others

In 1957 Mao also acknowledged the continued existence of a small
national bourgeoisie. These are former owners of private enterprises
who have been kept on as managers when their companies were
converted into joint state-private enterprises (see ch. 13, Character
and Structure of the Economy). According to Mao, these former
owners, who were in 1966 reported to be still receiving a fixed rate of
interest on their share in the capital of joint state-private enterprises,
were in the process of being transformed into “working people living
on their own labor” hut had “not yet cut themselves loose from the
roots of exploitation.”™

Beginning in the mid-1960s there developed a tendency for official
PRC pronouncements to refer to "*workers-peasants-soldiers” as a
social category of politically reliable working people, as distinguished
from “intellectuals.” The intellectuals had been out of favor since the
antirightist campaign of 1957, following the Hundred Flowers
Campaign (see Glossary). The social category of “soldier” includes

" PLA members (and perhaps veterans). Members of the PLA and of

the militia, according to the 1970 draft state constitution, are
“children of workers and peasants™ and thereby qualify by family
origin for working class status.

The introduction of ‘revolutionary armymen™ as a separate
category in the CCP Constitution of 1969 is indicative of the high
status gained by soldiers as compared to other elements of the
“'people” during and after the Cultural Revolution. As of 1971 there
were approximately 3.15 million soldiers (PLA members) in the
country. The proportion of members of the armed forces in the Party
had been only 6 percent in 1961, but by the late 1960s PLA members
were reported to be dominating the higher ranks of the Party and of
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the civilian bureaucracy (see ch. 10, Political Dynamics; ch. 21, The
Armed Forces).

Enemies of the People

The division of Chinese society by the regir;e’s leadership into the
categories of “people” and “enemies of the people” has been an
important technique of social control from the earliest days of the
land reform campaign up to the 1970s. As of the mid-1960s, for
example, class enemies and their spouses were not permitted to vote
or become Party members or cadres. As Mao explained in his 1957
essay, - On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the
Pecple.” the decision as to who falls within the category of the
“people” must depend upon tactical considerations. During the war
with Japan, for example, all those who opposed the Japanese were
“people.” At the time of the founding of the PRC the “‘people”’
consisted of the national bourgeoisie. the petty bourgeoisie, the
peasants. and the workers. - '

Within ten years of coming to power. the regime had come to
classify as "‘enemies of the people” the “five bad elements’":
landlords; rich peasants: counterrevolutionaries: bad elements
(thieves, murderers, and vandals): and “rightists.” .In urban areas a
series of class struggle campaigns in 1952 succeeded in eliminating
compradors, “bureaucratic capitalists,” most private businessmen and
traders of the national bourgeoisie class, and many professional people
and intellectuals who had been taken over as government staff from
the KMT regime. Many targets of the struggle campaigns were
executed; some killed themselves: many of the survivors were
classified as “enemies of the people.” Not all of the “five bad
elements” were executed or sent to labor camps. Many worked side
by side with the “‘people” in farms, factories, and offices.

Before the Cultural Revolution those whose enemy status was the
result of being counterrevolutionary or rightist or having other illegal
political bias amounted to approximately 20 million people. A person
acquired such a label usually after having been brought before his
colleagues for a series of “‘struggle” meetings, during which
incriminating evidence was produced by his accusers.

In the latter half of 1966, however, at the time of the most
disruptive stage of the Cultural Revolution, Maoist rebel groups
organized attacks indis:zriminately on all the so-called leading cadres
of their units. The cadres counterattacked, and the result was that
many people on both sides of the ideological conflict of the Cultural
Revolution were hastily issued “enemy element” labels. When the
dust settled, correction of mistakes in conferring labels began to be
made. Special “reception stations’ throughout the country, were set
up to take charge of “reversals’ of labels.
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When the new administrative machinery for reversing verdicts
came into being, large numbers of persons who had long had enemy
status, enemy family status, or enemy family background labels
sought to appeal for official reconsideration of these verdicts. Few of
these appeals were heard and, in general, reversal proceedings were
held only for those who claimed that mistakes had been made since
the beginning of the Cultural Revolution.

The efforts to get labels reversed in the iate 1960s brought to public
attention an unresolved issue concerning the role of family origin in
determining an individual's political or class label. In late 1966 and
early 1967 the theory of being “naturally red” gained currency in the
Party. This theory held that persons of working class and lower
middle or poor peasant family backgrounds -were naturally more
politically reliable than intellectuals or others. This theory was
attacked by others in the Party who claimed that the idea of someone
being “‘red” by birth was merely a perpetuation of the so-called feudal
practice of imperial China by which the elite was selected on the basis
of heredity. The attackers of the “naturally red” theory held that
one’s own achievement must be the criterion by which classification is
made, not family background.

Since 1949 persons of “'landlord” or “rich _peasant™ family
background (provided they have acceptable current individual and
family statuses) have been ‘‘people” with full civil rights, although
some job opportunities have been denied them. They have been,
however. highly vulnerable to attack by rivals and by those seeking
appropriate targets for mass criticism. Information covering the
period up to 1971 suggests that such persons are the first to be purged
from the Party and from other governmental and mass organization
posts at times of heightened class awareness.

Mao has expressed concern since the late.1950s that. even though
the transition to socialism has been achieved, class struggle must not
be abandoned. Speaking in May 1963, Mao said that if the existence
of classes and class struggle were forgotten, “then it would not take
long, perhaps only several years or a decade, or several decades at
most, before a counterrevolutionary restoration on a national scale
inevitably occurred. The Marxist-Leninist Party would undoubtedly
become a revisionist party or a fascist party, and the whole of China
weculd change its color ... what a dangerous prospect!”

By 1971, however, a generation had grown to adulthood that had no
direct memory of the time when there were still landlords and private
businessmen in China. Perhaps as a result of this fact, there began to
appear in the PRC press occasional statements indicating that
children of landlords and other “enemy elements’ would no longer be
excluded automatically, as they had formerly been, from holding
cadre positions or from such key jobs in the People’s Communes (see
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Glossary) as accountants, recorders of work points (see Glossary) and
inventory controllers. .

PRIVILEGED GROUPS

Cadres

The functionaries who wovk in the Party, governmental. and mass
organizations are known as cadres (kan-pu) and constitute the ruling
elite of the PRC. The broadest definition of cadre includes all
personnel who hold any responsible position in the bureaucratic
hierarchy. In general, however, persons in the most junior ranks of the
government service and the bureaucracies of mass organizations are
not called cadres. The lowest ranking cadres are the regime's
representatives, agents, and *‘activists” in schools,. farms, and
factories who have the task of carrying out Party policies and
reporting back to the leadership at the next higher level. Cadres of
this tvpe usually remain in their home villages or towns and perform
the came jobs as their neighbors.

Within the ranks of the cadres there are significant status
differences and other cleavages. State cadres—that is, cadres in the
Party, government, and some mass organizations that receive their
salaries from the state—have higher status generally than do local
cadres, whose salaries are paid by a factory or other local organization.
Urban cadres have higher status than rural cadres.

Party members have higher status than non-Party cadres and,
within the Party group, important cleavages exist based on seniority.
Whether one joined the Party before 1949 or afterwards is a major
consideration in allocation of prestige. A senior Party official in the
mid-1960s complained that Party solidarity was beginning to
fractionate along generational lines. In 1971 virtually all of the senior-
most positions in the Party and the government were filled by cadres
who had been active in the communist cause before 1949, so that the
highest echelons were manned almost exclusively by persons close to
or above age sixty. (Although many senior cadres were purged during
the Cultural Revolution, their replacements share these credentials.)

Within the "old cadre” group, finer distinctions are often made by
the miembership to specify whether a given cadre had joined the Party
in time to participate in the Long March (see Glossary) or had joined
in the Yenan period, the Anti-Japanese War period, or other periods.
In general, the earlier one joined the Party, the greater his prestige.
Members of the Party generation that was recruited in the early 1950s
and given responsible positions in the rural areas during the Great
Leap Forward (see Glossary) were subsequently blamed for the failure
of that campaign.
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As in bureaucracies elsewhere, salaries and titles indicate social
status differences among cadres. Salaries for state cadres are paid on
a standard nationwide ranking system involving more than two dozen
salary grades. In the mid-1960s the bottom ranking state cadres
received one-tenth the salary of heads of ministries. A corresponding
title hierarchy existed. In one ministry in the 1960s personnel were
categorized as minister level cadres, bureau-chief level cadres,
division-chief level cadres, section-chief level cadres, and ordinary
cadres. Job title distinctions were reflected in various perquisites and
privileges, such as housing, dining facilities, office furniture, and
access to official transportation facilities. Although ranks were
abolished in the armed forces in 1965, status distinctions based on
salary, function, and rights to various perquisites were reported to-still
exist in the early 1970s among military cadres as among civilians,

In determining social status among cadres. education is of some
importance. A certain level of literacy and academic knowledge is
regarded as necessary for incumbents of senior positions. To be called
an “intellectual,” however, is not regarded as desirable since the term
carries with it a connotation of bourgeois class origins or values.
Intellectuals among the government or mass organizational cadres are
more likely to be non-Party members than are cadres who started out
as workers or peasants. A notable exception in 1971 was Premier Chou
En-lai, who not only received a university education but also studied
abroad, in Japan and France.

Among cadres, social status of PLA cadres has always been high.
The political, organizational, and technical training received while in
the PLA is regarded as a good preparation for a cadre career.
Demobilized military personnel often take up cadre positions in their
hometowns and villages upon release from military service. More
prestigicus, however, are- those PLA cadres who, while still on active
service, are assigned to civilian jobs in the Party and governmental
hierarchies. ’

Since the Cultural Revolution PLA cadres have dominated the
higher cadre positions in the PRC. A social scientist's biographical
analysis of the careers of the top 1,000 PLA personnel in the late
1960s indicates that, as among the Party cadres, differences in status
reflect when people “joined the revolution™ and that seniosity is a
major consideration in achieving high status. The persistence was
noted of jnformal loyalty groups shaped by associations among
officers who served together in regional units. For example, the career
histories of the leadership of the PRC in mid-1971 indicated that the
Politburo (Political Bureau—see Glossary) and the Central Committee
of the CCP have been dominated since the end of the Cultural
Revolution by veterans of two army field units that served in certain
areas more or less continuously for forty years.
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Cadres known to be trusted by the Party or its agents at higher
levels have high prestige in their village or neighborhood. The highest
status in rural society in mid-1971 appeared to belong to members of
the Commune and production brigade revolutionary committees.
These committees had been formed as a temporary measure in the
middle of the Cultural Revolution, when the Party and governmental
bureaucracies were under attack by Red Guards and other Maoist
organizations (see ch. 10, Political Dynamics). They have been
retained and serve as replacements for previous governmental and
administrative organizations, including Commune administrative
committees and production brigade committees.

The prestige of civilian rural cadres was presumably adversely
affected by the collapse of the Party appatatus during the Cultural
Revolution and by the primacy of the PLA since then. Many cadres
were purged: however, a senior PRC official was quoted as saying in
mid-1971 that no more than 1 percent of the country’s Party members
would be permanentl§ purged as a result of the Cultural Revolution. If
this proves to be true. the more than 20 million cadres at the
production brigade and production team levels (most of whom are
Party members) can be expected to continue in their work with a
position in rural society similar to that held before the social eruption
of 1966 to 1969.

The local rural cadres are drawn chiefly from the poorest elements
in the pre-1949 peasantry—the poor and lower middle peasants.
Because of the ostracism and disenfranchisement of the more affluent
rural groups, the poorer peasants have become the rural leaders at the
hamlet and village level and represent their communities at the
Commune level.

In theory, the local cadres are obliged by the requirements of the so-
called ““mass line" policy to allow no social gap to come between them
and the people-thiey.lead and represent (see ch. 12, Public Information
and Propaganda). Cadres are not supposed to accept any gift and
must share in the work, thought, and living conditions of the people
among whom they work.

Hsia fang (send down) campaigns have been held periodically since
1957 to move middle- and high-ranking cadres from the cities to the
rural areas. During the Cultural Revolution many cadres were sent, or
volunteered, for stints of manual labor in the fields alongside the
peasants. Nonetheless, the middle and upper ranking cadres have
remained predominantly urban in residence and orientation, and the
social gap between them and the masses of working people, rural and
urban, has remained great. All cadres have high status in relation to
the masses by virtue of their political connections and their authority,
which carries with it the threat of potential sanctions. Except for the
lowest ranks, cadres are looked up to by the masses because they hold
positions in which mental rather than manual labor is utilized.
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Occasional editorials in the PRC press in 1970 and 1971 deplored

the misbehavior by “bourgeois elements™ among the cadres, including

their permitting the continuance of clan and religious activities. A

PRC press account in August 1970, for example, noted that in some

rural villages the cadres were permitting old “feudal superstitions”

{ and customs to revive. Great banquets were being held to celebrate
the harvest at which offerings were made to the gods. Cadres have

also been accused of allowing a social gap to exist between them and

the masses. There were reports of cadres using their authority to

obtain the'use of collective property and labor for their personal gain.

Socially ambitious youths who aspire to cadre status become
“activists” (chi chi fen-tzu) or links between the Party and the people
of their community or organization. An activist is one who, taking his
cue from the leadership, agitates on its behalf. Working with the
masses, of which he is a member, the activist is able to help in
mobilizing the community to full participation in campaigns initiated
from above. The rewards for activism are opportunities to become
members of the political leadership of the group. Mao, in a 1943
article on leadership, wrote that “the activists who come forward in
the course of the strug:e must constantly be promoted to replace
those original members of the leading group who are inferior by

Other Privileged Groups

High social status accrues to intellectuals, professional peaple,
managerial and technical personnel of industrial enterprises, and
white-collar workers who live in the urban areas. Although many a