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ARSTRACT

The status of speech education in all United States
two-year colleges is discussed. Both public and private schools are
examined. Two separate studies were conducted, each utilizing the
same procedure. The specific aspects with which the research was
concerned were: (1) availability of speech courses, (2)
departmentalization of speech courses, (3) specific speech courses
available, and (4) instructional speech staff. A questionnaire was
mailed to each of the two-year colleges registered with the American
Association of Junior Colleges. The data were analyzed in terms of
three major variables: (1) the geographical area in which the school
was located, (2) the public or private nature cf the school, and (3)
the size of the school. Results include: ({1) Some speech course (s) is
offered in 93% of the responding schools; (2) Twenty-seven per cent
of the schools offering speech courses require a course for all
students; (3) Speech courses are offered under the auspices of the
English Department in 35% of the responding schools; {4) Sixtyv—-eight
per cent of the teachers teaching speech courses hold advanced
degrees in some phase of that field; and (5) The remaining 32% hold a
graduate degree in another discipline or have no advanced degree at
all. (CK)
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STATEWENT OF PURFOSE

The two-year oollege has become a distinctive and expanding form of higher
sducarion in the Unived Statea. Mr. Jack Gernhart, Administrative Assistant te
the Executive Directer 5% the American Aseoclation of Junfor Colleges {AAIC),
atated the rvesgons for thig when hs wrota:

Contributing factors are increasing numbars of high achool
graduates; growth in the parcentage of college~2ge personas
‘who are seeking college opportunitiea; rapid expansion of
currficulum and career education opportunities within the
two-year collages; the increasing popularity of adult,

continuing educatfion, and community sexvice programs; and

astepped up recruitment of disadvantaged and minority studants.l

In spite of tba significance of the two-yaar college as an.educatianml
inatitution, caﬂpargtivéiy little resesrch has baen done in the aresa of speech
curriculum and/or metivities within the junié: colleges. That which has been
completed tends to forug only on cert;in.ampests of speech in these institutions,
exsmine the pituation on public schosle only, ér confine 1tmelf to 2 limitaed
goographical region. In & 1971 EdD dissertstfon, Roy M. Berko cites the

nzad for comprehensive research ﬁy alluding to tha comments of prowminent

adueatori.z _ "

This paper concerns itself with the comprehenaive problem: the status of
gpaach aduﬁﬂtiéﬂ in all Unita; States two-year collagea. To the knowledge of .
the author, it is the only study of this éype since the 1930s2. In order to
pravide.thia comprehensive perspectiva, the author exemined both the public and
private schools, Hopafully this information will help to £ill the gap described

by Dr. Berko and other collezaguea.

1, Willfam A. Herper (ed.), 1970 Junior College Directory (Washington,
D.C.: Amarican Aspociation of Junior Colleges with assistance from
the Regasxch Division, National Educatlon Association, 1970), 9.

2, Roy M. Berka; “"Speach Programs at Coeducational Community-Junior Colleges."
(unpublished doctoral digsertation, The Pennsylvania State University,
1971),
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Thiz paper conceyng two separsale atudies conducted by the author. One
vae done n Hay, 1967, znd the second in April, 1971. The mame procedure
vaz utilizsed in both studies. The szpacific aspects with which the research

VR Concernstd wews:

{1} Aveilebility of apeech coursess
{23 Yepartmsutalization of spaech courses
{3} Spacific speech courser svailebls

{4} Instrectional speech staff

These stuliss ware conducted by meaens of a questionnaire mailed to each
of the two-year colleges registered with the Amsrican Association of Junior

Colleges. 1In the earlier study, the 1367 Diractory of the AAJC was used;

in the later study, the 1970 Directory provided the necessary Iinformatiom.

In 1967, 65 per cent of the 337 total questionnaires were returned in ussble
form, In 1971, 55 per cent of the 103B fotal guestionnaires wers unable,

These were analyzed with computer sss{atance to yileld normstive data.

The dats were analyzed io terms of three major vgrisblés:

{1) The geographical area in which ths school was located
{(2) The public er privete nature of the scheool

(3) The size of tha scheol

The remsainder of the paper is devoted zo a summation of the concluaions
reached in eéeh study. The rsader 18 reminded that the information presented
is representative only of ths usable raplias of the rg:pending schoolz. The
dats reflect the conditions in those schools during the time period indicated

and no attewpt is made to generalize to the remainder of the two-year colleges.
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SULTS OF TER 1957 §TUNY (1.966-67 SCEOOL YERAR)
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Rusponges to the 1967 atudy were received in uvsable form from 546 of the

837 schovlie,

Ou tbe basila of tha rasults, it vas ghown that somm speech course(s) il
offarad ic 93 par esnt of the respornding gehools. Threa per cent of the
gchools include speach as a part of another courae of study; &4 per cent
offar no gpsech eourses at all,

Twanty-soeven par cent of tha uchools offering apeach courses require &
eowesa for all students, Iﬁiﬁ&yf;ix per cent reqalre it for sowes students;

in 37 per cent of the scheols, spesch 15 not required for anyone.

Speech c@éﬁsea ara offarad under tha ausplicas ;f the English Departmentc
in 35 per cent 9f the responding schoola. There is am area with a Speech
Departmant labal in 26 par cent of Eha gchoolu. The zemaining instituticmns
dapartmantalize whatevar speech courses they offer undeyr many different

inbsiz.

:Tha'ngét aras to bc-coﬁgidaggd iz that of the faculty. -Six:y-ﬁhree per
cant of the schoois empluf.ang or wore full-time teachers of apeech courses,
The average tuwber par school 4s 2.06. There ure 623 part-tims teachers
employed sither as the only speach teachars ovr &s a supplement to the

full-tima faculty im 62 par cent of the achools,

0f the 1333.tanchers reported as teaching gpeech courasesz on either & full
or part=iime bazis in the junior celleges, 68 per cent hold advanced degrées
-iﬁ soma phase of that field, Of this total, 62 par cent hold MA/MS daprees
and 6 per cant hold doctorzl degrees. Ths remaining 32 peé cent of the
teacherse aitbgt hbi& a grzduste degree in another discipline (usually English)

oxr have no advanced dagree at all, Tha;gtttﬂf-islthe case in 111 schools.
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or preseatetlon at thiz Conventien, the course offerings were analyzed

wad soursas vifarcd {n over 30 per eent of the vesponding colleges sre presented.

e AT, Cho xitusaticn was 23 follows:
Coursa Title %_Schools Offering Av. No. Students/Section
Beginning Spsech .89 23.3
Oral Iatarpretatiom 237 18.6°
Intro. to Thoatte ’ <38 . ' 19.5
'



E

Hurmoaess to the 1573 etudy wowve vecaeived dn unedbls form From 371 af ihs

AB38 paheosls,  Thizx coustitufes o westlia vaturn of 55 pew cant,

On the bzeis of tha vepultn, 1T wae shown that some apescsh coursads)
iw roffarad fn 9 per ecent of tha vesy nding schools. Threes per cent of
o sehoais inelude speach Az a port of saother couvss of study; 1 par ceut

-

#ffare we cpuach coursam at all,

Twenty-Tive por cent of the schools cffaving spasch courses requive =
esurae fox 211 studente,. Thizgy-saven per czrt raquife it for some siudentsg

in 38 per cont of the schools, apaech {8 not vaguired foxr anyone.

Bpeach courzag arm affﬁ:&d uuﬁa:‘tha augpices of the English Dapartment
{a 27 per cant of the schools. tﬁéré is an area with a Speech Department
iabel in 27 par cent of the schools. 7The remeining institutions dapartmantalise
whatever speech courses they offer wmmder warisus labels,

,.n;

s fﬁs nﬂzt Sres to bE ean@iﬁar&d {8 thsé of thé f&cuity. Séé%%éé:éif'a
rar cent of tha gchools employ onma or more full-time tn@chers of speach
courses. The avarage number per pchosi is 2.49. Theve ars 778 part-time
tegchers employed eichar as the only ep@ech teachers or ag a supplemant -

to the full-time faculty {n & per cent sf tha schaals,

Cf tha 1858 teachers reported &8 teaching speecﬁvcourses on elther a
full or part-tims basis in the junior colleges, 72 per cent hold édvasced
degreas in some phaase of thaé field. 0f this total, 67 per cent hold
MA/MS degrees snd-s pax eént hold doctoral degreea. - The remaining 28 per
cent of the teschers either bﬂld a graduate degree in another discipline

mc

usually English) or have no advanced degree at aill, "The latter {s the

T e in ?G Seﬁ'&ﬁﬁli. 6
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For prasentation ait: this fSovvention, the course offerings were analyzed
srel courzes offsved in over 30 psr cent of ths reaponding colleges are presented.

In 1971, the gituation is ag followa:

Course Title % Schools Offering Av. No. Students/Section
Beginning Bpesach -89 22.3
Oral Interpretacion ¥ 18.2
intro. te Thaatrae , , -5 22,0
Aeting _ B ¢ 7.7
Play Preoduction _ .35 . ' . 19.2
Adv. Public Spuak. .33 17.0
Babats 31 6.0
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The avvher weuld Like fo Eor asziatsnge Fhiis
mpaisor fo Dr. Yy

Lerey L. Barker {academic advisor for the 1957 atudy), to

He. WMichaal Xruger (computsr program design snd data processing), #nd ro the

ice of Reenarch Adminietration, Usivaveity of Missowri, St. Louls {graat

o ::gfh.*ﬁa-;g_. e‘!:“

he 1971 pladyd.
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hay infommation regarding thase studiess way be mguested by contecting
PR muihoe:

Carolva B, Plawnck

Dmpactvent of fnglish (Sprech)

Wniveraiey of Migsourd ~ S&. Louiz
St. Louis, Migsocupi 6£3%127
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Author Abstract:

A Survey of Speech Education in United States Junior Colleges, Carolyn Roberts Planck, University of
Missouri, St. Louis.

This investigsiion was designed to examine the current status of spacific aspects of speech education in
all two-year colleges in the United States that are members of the American Association of Junior
Colleges. The study was stimulated by the increasing prominence of junior colleges in United States higher
education and the lack of broad research in the area of junior college speech programs,. The specific
aspects of speech education with which this study was concerned were: {1) availability of speech courses,
(2) departmentalization of speech courses, (3) specific speech courses available, and (4) instructional
speech staff.

This descriptive study was conducted in two phases: Spring, 1967, and Spring, 1971. In both instances,
guestionnaires were mailed to all United States junior colleges listed in the current edition of the
Directory of the American Association of Junior Colleges. Over 55 percent of the questionnaires were
returned in usable form for both of the phases and were analyzed to yield normative data. The data were
analyzed in terms of three major variables: (1) the gecgraphical area in which the school was located, {2)
the public or private nature of the school, and {3) the size of the school,

The data yielded for each study were analyzed separately as well as compared to note trends or
changes during the four year lapse.




