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PUBLIC AWARENESS ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION:

A _-SURVEY AND ANALYSIS

PROBLEM

Mental retardation is a major health, social, and economic problem to
the entire nation. Unfortunately, it has been cloaked in an aura of
myth and stigma that reflect a lack of knowledge and understanding.

In turn, naivety and misunderstanding have impeded progress in legis-
lation and/or new programs. To effectively combat this total problem,
it is essential that the public become informed about mental retarda-
tion and the scope it presents. In 1962 the President's Committee on
Mental Retardation recommended a large scale public information pro-
gram to "alert the entire nation to the magnitude of this problem, "
Efforts to this effect have been conducted by the Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare, the Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation, The
National Association for Retarded Children, and other organizations.
Never-the-less, there remains a paucity of data revealing the current

status of public awareness about mental retardation.

Articles concerning puklic knowledge about and/or attitudes toward
mental retardation have appeared in various publications; however,
review of this literature indicates that these articles are charac-
terized by discourse reflecting studies on small, select groups.

The dearth on comprehensive studies involving public awareness about
mental retardation indicates and supports the need for a project of

this nature.

OBJECTIVES

The primary purpose of this study is to conduct an empirical survey
identifying the current status of public knowledge about mental retar-
dation. Concomitant objectives are (A) to elicit and/or discern what
saliencemental retardation has to the public; and (B) to identify

and relate certain population and/or demographic characteristics to
this data. Implications of the aforementioned information are readily
; apparent: by determining the current status of public awareness quanti-

: tatively and qualitatively; (1) Intelligent planning is facilitated,
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and (2) the execution of long range programs is given direction.

Particular attention is focused upon:
1. What does the term "mental retardation" mean to the public?
2. What do people know about mental retardation?
a. Significance of the problem (incidence)
Causes of mental retardation
Prevention
Services or programs available
Potential or prognosis for mental retardates.

Range or degrees of retardation.

What are public perceptions of and/or attitudes toward mental

retardation?
a. Institutionalization

Community Life

Education

Employment

Citizenship
(L) General Behavior
(2) Public responsibility
(3) Marriage
(4) cChildren

What are some variables effecting knowledge about mental re-

tardation and/or attitudes toward mental retardation?

What are the various sources of information about mental re-
tardation?
a. Personal contact
b. Communication media
(1) Television
(2) Newspapers
(3) Magazines
(4) Radio
(5) Other
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Related Research

Related research concerning public knowledge about and/or attitude
toward mental retardation has appeared in various professional jour-

nals, particularly the American Journal on Mental Deficiency and the

Journal of Exceptional Children. Appraisal of these efforts réveals

a poverty of research concerning general public awareness and/or
attitude akbout mental retardation. Also identified, is a general
theme reflecting studies on small, select groups. Perhaps the most
significantly related study was one sponsored by the Minnesota Assoc-
iation for Retarded Children and the Minnesota Department of Public
Welfare entitled "A Survey of Public Information and Attitudes on
Mental Retardation in Minnesota." This study attempted to assess

public awareness and attitudes within that state.

Generally, related research efforts can be classified into three
major categories: (1) studies related towards employment;

(2) studies in parental and/or family attitudes; and, (3) studies
in related professional fields and/or student attitudes. (Appro-

priate references are included in the bibliography).

The paucity of comprehensive research in public awareness and/or

attitudes toward mental retardation assumes a much greater magnitude
when compared (1) to recent efforts and expenditures directed at pub-
lic enlightenment in this area; (2) to recent federal and local leg-
islative efforts related to mental retardation; and (3) to the gener-

al volume of research in the area of mental retardation.

Procedures

In cooperation with the Survey Research Service (SRS), a Division of
the National Opinion Research Center (NORC), at the University of
Chicago, a national modified probability sample of approximately
1515 subjects was drawn for the study. (A complete description of

the sample design is listed and inserted in the Appendix.)
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Instrumentation for the study was drafted and/or modified and incor-
porated into the questionnaire. (Complete instrumentation for this
study is listed and included in the Appendix.) Pre-testing of the
questionnaire was accomplished utilizing a primary sampling unit.
Appropriate changes and/or modifications were made; and, where feas-
ible, probable responses were pre-coded for field use. Codes for
open-ended questions were also developed; however, these responses
were recorded verbatim and later office-coded by trained personnel.

(Codes are listed and included in the appendix).

Collection of data was done by field interview, using a staff of
trainéd and experienced interviewers. Information was then trans-

mitted to cards and prepared for analysis.

Analyvsis of Data

A study of this magnitude offers a virtually infinite number of pos-
sibilities for analysis. Practical considerations dictate limita-
tions; however, it is felt that the most salient and meaningful data
was identified and analyzed. Descriptive statistics, as well as
measures of association and measures of differences between groups
were employed to analyze the data. Various techniques were employed
where the date supported the particular assumption of that test. The

general format for reporting analysis of data follows:

A. Generic presentation of total sample responses
B. Analysis of data according to independent variables

Sex’

Age

Education
Occupation
Income

Race

Marital Status
Number of Children
Demographic data
Geographic data
Religion

ol
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C. Analysis of Semantic Differential

l. General analysis
2. PFactor analysis




GENERIC PRESENTATION OF TOTAL RESPONSES

Note:

In presenting the descriptive responses for the total population, the
general format of the questionnaire is followed and the nature of the
inquiry 1is stated.

MEANING OF THE TERM "MENTAY, RETARDATION":

The initial question in the field interview was an open-ended query
asking "What does the phrase 'mentally retarded’' mean to you?" As
might be expected, responses were diverse; however, office coding
catalogued answers into the categories presented in Table 1. Table
iA presents a cross section of supplementary descriptive responses
utilized in elaborating the initial statements.

TABLE 1

MEANING OF PHRASE "MENTALLY RETARDED"
TO RESPONDENTS

Mentally Deficient
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Number of responses = 1601
(Includes multiple responses)

Percentage based upon response frequency
relative to sample size (N=1515)
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Almost half of the respondents (45%) described the phrase "mentally
retarded" in terms of "mental deficiency", many of them giving sup-
plementary information. Inspection of the Tables 1 and 1A show that
multiple responses increase the aggregate total beyond the sample
size (N = 1515). All of the responses reflected mental ineptitude
and/or problems with learning. Inspection of Table 1 also shows
that erroneous and/or confused responses are well evident. Of
particular interest in Table 1A is the fact that only one point

one percent (1.1%) of the population attempted to differentiate

in terms of the amount of or degree of mental retardation.

TABLE 1A

SUPPLEMENTAIL PHRASES AND/OR COMMENTS
ABOUT THE TERM "MENTALLY RETARDED"
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Response N = 421
Percentage based on sample N = 1515

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION:

Respondents were asked whether or not they had heard/read anything
about mental retardation in the past few months. Table 2 indicates
that 69% of the sample answered affirmatively; Table 2A identifies
the sources of information for these respoudents. Again, multiple
responses exceed the sample size; however, percentages are stated
against the total population (N = 1515). Television was easily

the most frequently mentioned media of communication (50%), with
newspapers (36%) and magazines (28%) in rank order.




Four hundred sixty-nine (31%) of the sample group indicated that they
had not hear nor read of mental retardation in the past few months.
This group was then asked whether they had ever heard of mental retar-
dation (Table 2B).
TABLE 2
RESPONDENTS WHO HEARD OR READ ABOUT MENTAL

RETARDATION IN LAST FEW MONTHS

Yes No

1046 469
69.0 31.0

TABLE 2A
SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION
(FOR 1046 '¢ES" RESPONDENTS)

Television
Lectures or
Conversation

0
e
()
Q
0]
Q
2
()
b=

Magazines
Movies
Deleted

550 427
36.3 28.2

Response N = 2695
Percentage based upon sample size N = 1515

TABLE 2B

HAS SUBJECT EVER HEARD OF MENTAL RETARDATION ?
(ASKED 469 "NO" RESPONSES)

Yes No

386 84
25.5 5.5

Response N = 469
Percentage based upon sample size N = 1515

(At this point, these 84 people were deleted from further
questions involving Mental Retardation)
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Most of the respondents answered affirmatively; however, 84 persons

stated that they had never heard of mental retardation.

At this point, THESE 84 PEOPLE WERE DELETED FROM FURTHER QUESTIONING I

THE STUDY. A profile of this population (Table 18) is listed and pre-

sented at the end of this section.

INCIDENCE OF MENTAL RETARDATION

Respondents were asked to estimate the incidence of mental retardation

per 1000 population. The same question was then also posed for blind-

ness, cerebral palsy, polio, and rheumatic heart disease.

Note: This item was motivated by the current national cam-
paign to promote public awareness about mental retardation.
One advertisement indicates that the incidence of mental
retardation is equal to twice the sum of the other afflic-
tions combined. (See Exhibit A in appendix.)

TABLE 3

RESPONDENT ESTIMATE FOR INCIDENCE OF VARIOUS DISORDERS
(PER 1000 POPULATION)

One Hundred-TwoO
Hundred Ninety-
over (300+)

Don't Know

Three Hundred &
Deleted

Two-Four (2-4)
Five-Nine (5-9)
Ten-Twenty-

Four (10-24)
Twenty-Five-
Forty-Nine (10-49)
Fifty-Ninety-
Nine (50-99)

Nine (200-299)

Zero (0)
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Polio 27.0
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. Inspection of Table 3 reveals the naivete of respondents in terms of

i incidence for all the aforementioned disability areas. (See exhibit

{ B in appendix.) 1In focus with the topic of this study, it appears few

' people recognize the fact that there are approximately 6 million re-

tarded people in the United States. (See exhibit C in appendix.)

Not directly visible in Table 3 is the tendency for respondents to
answer in terms of "round numbers" {(one, five, ten, twenty-five, f£ifty,
etc.). With the exception of the lowest range (2-4 people per 1000),
spread ranges are heavily dominated by the lowest figure indicated

(which is a round number).

CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION

In identifying the most common causes of mental retardation, respond-
ents mosi frequently mentioned birth injury (40%), followed by adverse
prenatal factors (30%) and heredity (27%). Again, multiple answers
exceed the number of respondents; however, percentages are computed

on the frequency mentioned in the total sample population.
TABLE 4

CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION
(AS IDENTIFIED BY RESPONDENTS)
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PREVENTION OF MENTAL RETARDATION

The guestion "Can mental retardation be prevented?" was posed to re-

spondents. Table 5 indicates the tabulation on this query. It is

interesting to note that over half (51%) of the total sample answered

negatively.

TABLE 5
CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE PREVENTED?

Yes No Resggnse Deleted
641 778 12 84 N = 1515
42.3 51.4 -9 5.5 % = 100

"Yes" respondents were requested to indicate means by which mental

retardation could be prevented.

TABLE 5A

HOW TO PREVENT MENTAL RETARDATION
(BASED UPON 641 "YES" RESPONSES)

JJ n

Q - Q
o o N o *
O =) ) 0O w P |
0 o QP D) 2 ;
T 0 3 5 AE o 5 = e 2
P c g AW - 0 MY o) - N \
© P R R RS g 9 Y @ n - . ;
Z 0 Q0 g Q - d O ~YRRY o D Y + 3
= PP g o Py Q 3 - - . () - :
(0] KETN/)| 0y P (D) o e O ~ 4 =) a ;
O W 0.9 03 o) g O 0] . ) 0 :
[aYle) Mo wun m =z (a4 Sm m o o A :
249 77 19 23 49 40 4 50 99 92 = ﬁ
6.4 5.1 1.3 1.5 3.2 2.6 .3 3.3 6.5 6.1 =%
E

Response N = 702
Percentage based upon N = 1515

Prenatal care (16.4%) and better obstetrics (5%). were the major spe-

cifics that were identified. Research (3.2%) and general confidence

in doctors/science (6.1%) indicate a composite 9.3% of the total

sample are optimistic about the prevention of mental retardation but
cannot identify means of doing so. Fifty respondents (3.3%) specific- i

ally named testing for phenylketonuria (P.K.U.). A surprisingly low
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number of respondents, 19 (1.3% of the sample), mentioned the steril-

ization of unfit parents as a measure.

' ' SOCIAL WORTH' OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Respondents were requested to rate the mentally retarded on a number
of "social worth" factors indicating proportionate groupings under a

number of roles.

TABLE 6

PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIAL WORTH CF MENTAL RETARDATES
(AS INDICATED BY RESPONDENTS)

Lo

What proportion -~ 2 8
of retardates :I[; 2 2 03)
would make " o M 2 g
good: D, e w9 P %

= 0 £ ~ c c ot —

— o) 0 o 0 0 0 0]

Y = ) @) 2 A P A
Employees 139 321 633 282 37 16 3 84 =

9.2 21.2 41.8 18.6 2.4 1.1 .2 5.5 - =%
Neighbors 251 477 465 181 24 29 4 84

16.6 31.5 30.7 11.9 1.6 1.9 .3 5.5
Friends 259 408 478 217 31 31 7 84

17.1 26.9 31.6 14.3 2.0 2.0 .5 5.5
Citizens 296 450 427 188 36 29 5 84

19.5 29.7 28.2 12.4 2.4 1.9 .3 5.5
Parents 52 105 358 455 385 68 8 84

3.4 6.9 23.6 30.0 25.4 4.5 .6 5.5
Husbands/ 58 135 419 447 288 78 6 84
Wives 3.8 8.9 27.7 29.5 19.0 5.1 .5 5.5

Response N = 1515

Percentage = 100%
As might be expected, on a five point scale the central rank was well
represented. When considering the mentally retarded as employees,
there was a fairly equitable distribution. Favorable polarities were

reflected when identifying the mentally retarded as good friends (44%),
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neighbors (48%), and citizens (41%). However, a complete reversal
was evident when the mentally retarded were evaluated as poor parents

(55%) and poor husbands/wives (49%) .

PARTICIPATION IN VARIOUS ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS/ROLES

A series of potential roles/functions/activities were presented to
respondents. They were then requested to indicate approval or dis-
approval regarding participation of mentally retarded individuals in

the identified capacities.

TABLE 7

RESPONDENTS ATTITUDE TOWARDS VARIOUS ROLES/
ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Y
2
Should mentally N “_3 %
retarded indi- 4 - P s
. - o n -
viduals: ) o T O 6]
[0) 0 0 - B x
g =] A [ale} 5.
Go Downtown Alone 447 883 = 97 4 84 =
29.5 58.3 6.4 e 3 5.5 v_=A
Get Medical Care At 1167 236 26 2 84 )
Regular Hospitals 77.0 15.6 1.7 o2 5.5
Use Public Beaches 1080 303 42 6 84
and/or Playgrounds 71.3 20.0 2.8 .5 5.5
Drink Liquor 102 1269 57 3 84
6.7 83.8 3.8 .3 5.5
Drive A Car 184 1174 69 4 84
12,1 77.5 4.6 .3 5.5
vVote 570 742 113 6 84
37.6 49.0 7.5 .5 5.5
Marry . 487 817 121 6 84
32.1 53.9 8.0 5 5.5
Have A Family 300 1002 125 4 84
(Children) 19.8 66.1 8.3 .3 5.5

Response N = 1515
Percentage = 100%
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Pogitive responses were elicited in terms of utilizing public facili-
ties and/or hospitals. The drinking liquor received an overwhelming
"no” vote (84%). Other negative responses were going downtown alone
(58%), driving (78%), voting (49%%), marriage (54%), and having a
family (66%) .

An attempt to obtain amplification on the “no" responses was made by
asking respondents to relate reasons for their negative attitudes.
These answers were then coded according to the nature of the concerns
i.e. concern for the mentally retarded person; concern for others

(society); or concern for both the mentally retarded person and others.

TABLE 7A
REASONS FOR "NO" RESPONSES ON TABLE 7
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Response N = 1344
Percentage based upon N = 1515

Most of the specific responses indicated concern for the mentally
retarded individual (28%). Unfortunately, 40% of the responses
were extremely diverse and could not be evaluated under the afore-

mentioned terms, nor could they be coded differently.
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IDENTIFICATION OF SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Respondents were asked to identify local or State services which were

available for mentally retarded persons. Education (49%), clinics or

TABLE 8

TDENTIFICATION OF LOCAL AND STATE SERVICES AVAILABLE
TO HELP MENTALLY RETARDED PEOPLE '
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48.8 31.4 33.3 8.2 9.2 3.8 14.0 11.2 5.5 =%

Response N = 2505
Percentage based upon N = 1515

hospitals (33%), and institutions (31%) were the services most frequent€
ly mentioned. A total of 17% of the sample did not identify any service
available for the mentally retarded. Multiple responses again 1ncrease§

+he total number of services mentioned beycond the sample size.

RANKING OF SERVICES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

subsequent to identifying services for the mentally retarded. {Table 8),f

respondents were given a ‘list of seven potential services and‘requestedf

to identify the three most important ones in rank order (Table 9).

Education was unguestionably ranked as the most important service
with research in second place. Job training centers and parent-

counselling received considerable mention, while institutions, foster

homes, and day~care centers, in rank order, completed the sequence.

Whether in individual or in aggregrate form (combined first, second,

and third most important mentions), the sequence identified remained

constant.
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TABLE 9

RATING OF MOST IMPORTANT SERVICES FOR THE |
MENTALLY RETARDED )
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Most 591 408 34 140 70 157 13 84 N = 1497
Second Most 417 328 61l 254 60 270 25 84 N = 1499
Important 27.5 21.7 4.0 16.8 4.0 17.8 1.7 5.5 = %
Third Most 171 258 90 291 o7 430 75 84 N = 1496
= %

Important 11.3 17.0 5.9 19.2 6.4 28.4 5.0 5.5

Aggregrate 1179 994 185 645 227 657 113 =
lst, 2nd, 77.8 65.6 12.2 42.5 14.9 43.3 7.4 =%
and 3rd
Mentions

Percentage based upon N = 1515

KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS OR ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Respondents were asked whether they had heard of any group or organization
that was working to help the mentally retarded. Responses are indicated

in Table 10. "Yes" respondents were then asked to identify the groups or

TABLE 10

-~ KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO HELP
THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Yes No Deleted
849 583 84 =
56.0 38.5 5.5 =%

Response N = 1515
Percentage = 100%
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TABLE 10A

IDENTIFICATION OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS
(BASED UPON 849 "YES" RESPONSES)

Association For
Retarded Children

5 Kennedy Foundation

X!
Council For Excep-
tional Children
Church
Service Organizations
Don't Know

*._l
o
AN
=
o
w ”r
N
N
X

]
1811

0 284
9 18.7

b
o
0]
(0)}
[ ]

~3

.0

L ]

Response N = 985
Percentage based upon N = 1515
TABLE 10B

PARTICIPATION IN A PROGRAM OR DRIVE TO HELP
THE MENTALLY RETARDED
(BASED UPON 849 "YES" RESPONSES)

Yes No

378 471 =N
25.0 31l.1 =%

Response N = 849
Percentage based upon N = 1515

TABLE 10C
ROLE PLAYED BY RESPONDENT

Give Money
Service

273 149
12.0 9.8

D o0 Direct
Ul

Response N = 508
Percentage based upon N.= 1515
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?associations with which they were familiar (Table 10A). Of 985
| organizations mentioned, 284 could not be coded, These were pri-

' marily local groups indigenous to an area. A large percentage of

- the sample {16%) had heard of groups or organizations working to

; help the mentally retarded, but could not identify any at the time

; of the interview. Associations for Retarded children (11%), various
Service Organizations (8%), and the Joseph P Kennedy, Jr. Founda-
tion (7%) were most frequently named. Again, multiple responses

surpassed the stated number of "yes" respondentse.

Respondents were then questioned about whether they or their families
had been in a program or drive to help the mentally retarded, and if
the answer was affirmative, they were asked to identify their particu-
lar role. (Tables 10B and 10C) Major involvement reflected the dona-
tion of either time and/or money. Only 21 people {1.4%) had ever

donated direct service!

RANKING THE MENTALLY RETARDED ON ATTITUDES

Respondents were given a card with a number of statements reflecting
popular beliefs or attitudes about the mentally retarded. They were
instructed to assign appropriate proportions of +he mentally retarded
to each of the various statements. Inspection of Table 11 indicates
a central tendency in ranking retardates on these attitudes. There
is an absence of any major discrepancy in extreme polarities with
most of the responses reflecting what could be interpreted as a

slightly favorable attitude towards the mentally retarded.

MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS ABOUT THE MENTALLY RETARDED

A list of statements relative to mental retardation was read to each
respondent in an attempt to elicit the extent of agreement or dis-
agreement with each individual statement. Response alternatives
were (1) strongly agree (2) agree (3) don't know (4) disagree (5)
strongly disagree. The statements and responses are indicated in

Table 12.
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TABLE 11

GROUPING OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED
ON VARIOUS STATEMENTS

, o}
. > :
» — 0 %)
What < § % g
Proportion of 0 i 5 2
of Mental 2 0 2 3 & e T 3
Retardates: = S A 4 S 2 S 2
Look Dif- 259 322 454 329 53 14 0 84 =
ferently 17.1 21.3 30.0 21.7 3.5 .9 .0 5.5 =%
Are Mentally 60 104 406 661 107 88 5 84
Ill or Insane 4.0 6.9 26.8 43.6 7.1 5.8 iy 5.5
! Can Live 156 498 517 213 23 19 5 84
i "Normal®" 10.3 32.9 34.1 1l4.1 1.5 1.3 ! 5.5
* Lives
Should Be In 51 117 531 640 47 40 5 84
Institutions 3.4 7.7 35.0 42.2 3.1 2.6 4 5.5
Had Mentally 15 48 374 680 138 172 4 84
ents
Can Have 123 223 390 335 150 205 5 84
Normal Child- 8.1 14.7 25.7 22.1 9.9 13.5 .3 5.5
ren
should Be Cared 136 370 552 271 71 26 5 84
For At Home 9.0 24.4 36.4 17.9 4.7 1.7 .43 5.5
Can Be Self- 68 297 586 385 67 24 4 84 :
Suprorting 4.5 19.6 38.7 25.4 4.4 1.6 .3 5.5 ;
Cannot Ever 24 65 318 914 87 23 0 84
Learn To Do 1.6 4.3 21.0 60.3 5.7 1.5 .0 5.5
Anything For |
Themselves
Response N = 1515
Percentage = 100%
Continued:
Strong polarities in agreement indicated: that (1) mentally retarded
: children have the right to education, (2) that parents of mentally :
retarded children can have other normal children, and (3) that parents i

should allow their normal children to play with mentally retarded

youngsters.
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TABLE 12
; AGREEMENT UPON MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS
‘ REGARDING THE MENTALLY RETARDED
o 0 0 > Lo
— 0] 0 ~ 0] o
o “ 4 o & Q
g [0) o o g B 3] K|
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o o o ~ o] § (o I = (0]
g < A AW A 2 < A
R Never Know They 92 452 681 153 52 1 84 =
iffer From Other 6.1 29.8 45.0 10.1 3.4 .l 5.5 =%
eople ,
R children Have A 451 777 150 36 12 5 84
iight 7> Public 29.8 51.3 9.9 2.4 .8 .4 5.5
 ducation
. MR Adult Living 16 113 713 554 33 2 84
'n Neighborhood 1.1 7.5 47.1 36.6 2.2 . 2 5.5
Jould Tend To Lower
roperty Values
rograms For MR Are 29 161 691 431 119 0] 84
‘oo Expensive In Re- 1.9 10.6 45.6 28.4 7.9 .0 5.5
ation to What the
R Gains From Them
, MR Youth Should 20 305 802 233 69 2 84
icipate in Teenage
ommunity Activities
ou Can Usually Tell 123 634 515 136 23 0] 84
\ MR By His Looks/ 8.1 41.8 34.0 9.0 1.5 .0 5.5
\ppearance
ost Parents of MR 536 803 41 12 36 3 84
an Have Other 35.4 53.0 2.7 .8 2.4 o2 5.5
ormal Children
parents Should Al- 305 931 144 8 40 3 84
low Normal Child To 20.1 61.5 9.5 ¢ 5 2.6 V2 5.5
play With MR Child
I Would Not Want My 16 122 772 498 21 2 84
hild To Attend A 1.1 8.1 51.0 32.9 1.4 «2 5.5
School That Also Has
lasses for MR Child.
ost People Feel Un- 94 738 480 79 37 3 84
omfortable In The 6.2 48.7 31.7 5.2 2.4 .2 5.5
Presence of MR Person
Response N = 1515
Percentage = 100%
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Interpreting strong polarities of disagreement, the respondents indi-
cated they felt: (1) that a mentally retarded person living in the
neighborhood would not lower property values, (2) that the expense
of programs for the mentally retarded are not dissonant with what
+he mental retardate gains from them, and that (3) parents are wil-
ling to send their children to a school that also has classes for

mentally retarded children.

Less strength in polarity was obtained on other statements; however,
indications were that most respondents felt: (1) that mentally re-
tarded individuals tend to know that they are different from normal
people, (2) that mentally retarded youths should expect to partici-
pate in teenage community activities, (3) that a mentally retarded
person can usually be identified by looks/appearance, and (4) that
most people feel uncomfortable in the presence of a mentally retarded

person.

RATING MENTALLY RETARDED PEOPLE ON ABILITY TO PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS

Respondents were given a list of functions reflecting various abilities.?
They were then instructed to indicate the proportion of the mentally |
retarded to which these statements applied (Table 13). Answers showed
that respondents felt the vast majority of retardates could acquire
self-care habits (feeding and dressing themselves). It was also be- i
1ieved that most could (1) acquire some academic skills, (2) learn

to use public transportation, and (3) learn to do simple manual and/
or physical skills (sew/dance). In contrast, respondents felt, how-

ever, that few retardates could learn to drive a car or could hold a

regular job.

when respondents indicated the mentally retarded could hold a regular

job, they were then guestioned about the kind of jobs mentally retarded
people could do. Answers based on the census code (listed and 1ncluded§
in appendix) are displayed in Table 13A. Semi-skilled and unskilled |

occupations, as might be expected, were heavily favored.
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TABLE 13

GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED
ON VARIOUS ROLES/ABILITIES

~ o]

| - 5 v

f z o) 0

- What § % o]

 proportion 1 N5 S D

. of mental g ﬁ £ = 2 o 4 o

- retardates can: S & & = 2 S 2
Learn To Read 229 504 521 151 4 21 1 84 =
and Write 15.1 33.3 34.4 10.0 .3 l.4 ol 5.5 =%
Learn To Add 145 429 578 247 12 19 1 84
and Subtract 9.6 28.3 38.2 16.3 .8 1.3 o1 5.5
Learn To Feed 505 685 200 33 1 5 2 84

~ Themselves 33.3 45.2 13.2 2.2 el 3 .1 5.5

' Learn To Dress 451 681 239 49 1 9 1 84
Themselves 29.8 45.0 15.8 3.2 el .6 o1 5.5
Learn To Use 148 395 553 275 36 20 4 84
Public Trans. 9.8 26.1 36.5 18.2 2.4 1.3 3 5.5
Learn To Do 151 428 587 220 23 16 6 84
Simple Sewing 10.0 28.3 38.7 14.5 1.5 l.1 4 5.5
Learn To Drive 34 95 429 506 319 46 2 84
A Car 2.2 6.3 28.3 33.4 21.1 3.0 el 5.5
Learn To Dance 205 438 478 251 34 23 2 84

13.5 28.9 31l.6 1l1l6.6 2.2 l.5 -l 5.5

Have A Regu- 83 312 620 320 65 27 4 84
lar Job 5.5 20.6 40.9 21.1 4.3 1.8 3 5.5

i

Response N 1515
Percentage = 100%

"CURES" FOR MENTAL RETARDATION

The question "can mental retardation be cured?" was posed to respond-
ents (Table 14). One hundred and eighty-seven respondents (12.3%)
answered "yes". These affirmative respondents were subsequently

asked to indicate how mental retardation could be cured (Table 143).

Analysis of stated means for "curing" mental retardation indicates
more optimism ("through research", etc.) than specific answers.

Phenylketonuria and/or early diagnosis and testing were mentioned
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TABLE 13A

KIND OF JOBS MENTALLY RETARDED

INDIVIDUALS CAN DO¥*

'STerdTI30

SUTW Ppue wIed
3dooxy ‘sxaxodel

uswaIod pue
sIaIO0qeT wIed

pToyeasnoy °deooxd
SJIOIIOM ODOTAISS

SISIJIOM PpPOIPUTH
pue saatjeIadQ

S I93IOM
paIputy pue ‘usu
-2J0Jd ‘uswsilyead

SJIOMJIOM SoOTeS

SID}IOM PIIPUTH
pue TedTISTD
(wxeg <dooxH)

sxo3oTadoadg

's Tobeur|

s Jobrvuen
uxed pue siswaed

SIOIIOM POIPUTI
pur ‘TedTuydal
'Teuotssajyoad

53 118 538 465 116 249
7.8 7.7

227

27

=%

16.4

30.7

35.5

. 15.0 3.5

1.8

= 1798
Percentage based upon N = 1515

Response N

See appendix for examples.

*Based upon 1950 census code.

by 26 respondents (l.7%).

TABLE 14

CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE CURED?

Deleted

Not
Answered

No

Yds
187

84

16

1229

=%

5.5

8l.1

12.3

Response N = 1515

Percentage = 100%

TABLE 14A

FOR MENTAL RETARDATION

"CURE"

STATED AS

S IToMSUY
oTqepooun
/Moy 3 ,uod

25

10

SNOSURTTOOSTH

butuxsized m

Apnas xoyzand
'yoresasay

22

AdexsylL/oaed
OTI}eTYDASd

11

Adeaay]
/2Ied TedTpPpsNW

60

butpueas aapun
'ssaupuTY O
2ouepInd
‘butuTR Il
‘UoTyedNpPH o

JusWeaIL

nue wﬂwOGOMﬂm,b

ATxed X0 3s9I MId N

=%

1.7

1.5

4.0

2.4

1.7

Response N = 202

Percentage based upon N = 1515




R R TRy Ve I

] ot g

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL

Respondents were informed at this point in the interview that the
topic would shift from the topic of mental retardation to normal
A semantic differential sheet of 16 combina-

Re-

people at this time.
tions (mixed polarities) on a seven-point scale was presented.
spondents were then instructed on scoring in terms of how they

might describe a normal person (Figure 1).

Upon completion of this task, respondents were asked whether they were
thinking of a child or adult; a male or female (Table 15-15A). Data
indicates that most respondents were thinking of an adult. Where a
specific sex was mentioned, males outnumbered females by a three to
one margin.

TABLE 15

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
NORMAL PERSON

4
2
a3 g
H o~ G S
S 4 o]
0 O +H Q
S H < §1D oy Is o
Respondent was - % g o % g E 3
thinking about: 6 < M Z A A A A
69 924 164 252 2 20 84 =N
4.6 61.0 10.8 1l6.6 .1 1.4 5.5 =%
Response N = 1515
Percentage = 100%
TABLE 15A
4
3
e & :
s :ﬁ o]
0] ‘0 U P Q
. §3 *F o b
Respondent was ﬂ 2 f € = o] —
thinking about: 2 o 2 SE8 B A A
292 87 554 472 4 21 84 =
19.3 5.7 36.6 31l.2 .3 1.6 5.5 =%
Response N = 1515

Percentage = 100%

i)
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When respondents were finished with the semantic differential for

a normal person, the same material and questions were presented

in terms of the mentally retarded person (Figure 1) (Table 16-16A)
TABLE 16

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

Respondent was
thinking about:

Response

No

535 396 242 224
35.3 26.2 16.0 14.8

[\
O
un® Deleted

[
O

Responses N = 1515
Percentage = 100%

TABLE 16A

Response
Deleted

No

thinking about:

310
20.5

28 556
.4 36.7

(0]
-
©
Respondent was %
2
1
8

N W
. B
|._J
Ul
N

Response N = 1515

Percentage 100%
It is of interest to note that the image of the mentally retarded
person as indicated by respondents favored a child. When sex was
specified, males outnumbered females slightly better than two to
one. The major obvious difference in image is reflected in terms

of thinking about a normal adult versus a mentally retarded child.
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Semantic Differential
Total Populatiqn*

Mentally

Retarded . Normal
5

|

V) : 'Strohg
‘(:: Beautiful
>> - Healthy
<<:i | Superior
| ' | Sane
1el | | | Kind
;1ess | Useful
;honest - Honest
 gerous . Safe
- Clean
Educated
: Reiaxed
| ' Aggressive
’ Neat

Happy

Moral

*See narrative section
for statistical analysis

Figure 1




Figure 1 presents the composite scoring on the semantic

differential. Analysis of this data indicates significance

at the .01 level or greater in all cases.

-

ACQUAINTANCE WITH A MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON.

In response to a question regarding acquaintance with a
mentally retarded person, 77% of the sample (N=1515) stated
that they knew a person whom they thought to be mentally
retarded. (Table 17). The relationship of this person is
given in Table 17A.

TABLE 17

RESPONDENT 'S ACQUAINTANCE
WITH A MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

Did respondent

know a person

he thought was o
mentally retarded? ™

1167
77.0

»n No
Response
Deleted

W »

TABLE 17A

IDENTIFICATION OF PERSON
(Based upon 1167 "Yes" Responses)

£
1aPe
A%
in
at

Memb
Emme?
ami

Relative
Neighbor-
hoog
Friend of
Family
Person at
work or

o u Related to
Person
Acquain-
tance

W ]
“ Someone
O

181
11.9 25.0 16.7

1\
n
w

[§3]
~ n Casual

w O
w

w u
0
kS

Q
(03]

N

Response (N) = 1167
Percentage based upon N=1515
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Tables 17B, 17C, 17D and l17E give additional information on
the person as indicated by the respondents.

TABLE 17B
SEX CF PERSON

Response

0
&
727 398 42 =N
48.0 26.3 2.8 =%

Response {N) = 1167
Percentage based upon N=1515

TABLE 17C
RESTIDENCE OF PERSON

42
() -
g

o
0 o,
i ! 2
955 15 3

7

© Response

= o NO

3.0 10.2 2.4

0
«w

Response (N) = 1167
Percentage based upon N=1515

TABLE 17D
EDUCATION/TRAINING OF PERSON

Did person 0
attend > %
Special 495 449 i

Class? 32,7 29.6 13.9

Response (N} = 1167
Percentage based vpon N=1515

TABLE 17E

Response

)
0 0
. . > 2
Did Special 371 39
Class Help? 24.5 2.6

Response (N} = 495
Percentage based on N=1515

= poNOo
[—l
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TABLE 18

PROFILE OF SAMPLE POPULATION

ON ELEVEN VARIABLES

18-A

POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: SEX

[0)
o T
T 5
= o
Total Sample 735 780
48 .5 51.5
Respondents who never 46 38
heard of Mental Re- 3.0 2.5
tardation
18-B
POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: AGE
0 o
“
5 5 g & o
o] + 0] 3
o > > 0] 4+
= D i Dy
“ (¥ H > >
T 4 2 8 0§ i
m + + U 0 ord
o~ | —~ } —~ | ~~ U o~ U o~
00 N ar~ 4N |~ I N
O~ oM i R o<t P10
51 ol | o | o1 gl
O~ A0 oM HO  HMm D
aq 08 ¥m 00 g¥ g¥
o Dg P Dy
o o “o “ + +
. 0 3] > oA “ “
3 3 KXo Ko o) o)
B B H®n B By e
Total Sample 206 159 150 158 160 132
13.5 10.4 9.9 10.4 10.5 8.7
Respondents who 7 11 6 3 5 5
never heard of .5 .7 4 .2 .3 .3

mental retarda-
tion

N=1515
%=100
N=84
%=5.5
5 &
> >
) )
)} )}
P P
+J +J
] "
e o
U N~~~
I o~ I &~
o 430
o1 oy
LI
,ps./ Q)v
P >
+J +J
U4 U4
o o
121 215
7.9 1l4.1
6 12
.4 .8

o

[}

P>

O

D)

St "

40~ <))

KO N3

-,—]v rd w

) (I} -
n ©

¥ 3

2 96

O Mz

206 8

13.5 .5

27 2

1.8 1

N=1515

%=100% '
|
N=84

%=5.5
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18-C
POPULATION PROFILE

%r VARIABLE: EDUCATION
e 0 —
I — ) 0 M~ — o 40
® o~ Y .oy 0 0] 00
— 4 Q| e SqoHIm O —l fo} .
om S0 0 e~ Q0 .c —l @ Q0
oQ U~ PN~ i PO 0 KEN )] Pn
S D 0 o — Qn 0 TRs) ©
0 ) P~ ROXe) — —~ 0 Sl
0 H Y R 40 o, Q ot S W
= > ™ o o ©.S £ o g £ © O
00 - Q -~ cov 0 - 0 00 g 9
=N By >N ] o> oo 145} (ONJ) (GRAT
Total Sample 71 121 171 317 423 248 79 85 N=1515
4.6 8.0 11.3 20.9 27.9 1l6e.4 5.2 5.6 %=100
Respondents who 25 20 9 14 9 5 1 1 N=84
never heard of 1.7 1.4 .6 9 6 .3 1 1 %=5.5
mental retarda-
tion
18-D
POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: OCCUPATION®* ﬂ 8
o a &8 o G
g Eg% ﬁ odg g )l 8 :j
o © © £ 3 H o ) = Q
| g nYy - o} ) B> ) ©
) 0 © H ™ © = & o (0] “ KN
0 UE  OWH 0o 0 4 3] ) 0
) Q o ol 4 ) 4 © o Y )
Uy EE G4 yug ((J] U4 (X > o]
o) c 0, ocn  ~ © ) € 2 +
g © (© © O —eHH © o o [0) © 0
¥ M S0 OMO0 0 &) o ) - 2
Total Sample 187 47 133 264 71 190 207 206 65 145 N = 1515
Respondents who O 1 2 5 2 9 13 21 16 15 N = &4
never heard of 0 1 .1l 3 .1 <6 .9 .4 1.1 1.0 % = 5.5

mental retarda-

tion *Based upon having worked in the stated

capacity for one year or more

CURRENT STATUS OF POPULATION

)

: 23

a8, e o

=N | -

= M (5 O
Total Sample 665 470 191 189 N=1515

44 31 13 12 %=100
Respondents who 21 29 13 21 N=84
never heard of 1.4 1.9 .9 1.3 %=5.5

mental retarda-
tion

T
bied®
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18-E

POPULATION PROFILE
, VARIABLE: TOTAL FAMILY INCOME

' > 2 2 & % 2 3
3 2 8 8§ 8§ 8 2 8 4o oo
o %y 7 i i T T | oh O
5 28 ¢ 2 8 8 8 3 oo
U 82 S S o o o o ot wnd
gg NS ™M <t Ty O ~ © o L ~ 0
Total Sample 38 272 113 134 150 144 137 201 222 104 N=1515
2.5 18.0 7.5 8.8 9.9 9.5 9.0 13.3 1l4.7 6.9 %=100
r Respondents who 2 38 15 7 8 6 2 3 2 1 N=84
never heard of -1 2.5 1.0 .5 5 .4 .1 2 .1 1  %=5.5
f mental retarda-
tion
18-F
POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: RACE
Q o) “
g 0
RN
= = (@)
Total Sample 1303 201 11 N=1515
86.0 13.3 .7 %=100
Respondents who 56 28 0 N=84
never heard of 3.6 1.9 0 %=5.5
mental retarxda-
tion
18-G
POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: MARITAH STATJS
4
o 18
o]
0
e 2 08 o
“ 0 (o)) o
4 o] P g
© . S I,
st = AW w0
Total Sample 1199 142 63 111 N=1515 !
79.1 9.3 4,1 7.3 %=100
Respondents who 53 16 6 9 N=84
never heard of 3.5 1.0 .4 .6 %=5.5

i mental retarda-
Q :
E&g; tion
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18-H

POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: NUMBER OF CHILDREN

-
o}
Q)
—t
Kolie)
© O
oYy
~~ -r-I(D
(@] ~~ — St < N M Q0
~ ~ Q = M ©
) Q “ [0)
o o O &~ S pdre NRNE
o o g e 0 -~ 00
= @) [ 2] E T P
Total Sample 178 225 356 251 150 207 148 N=1515
11.7 14.9 23.5 16.6 9.9 13.6 9.7 %=100
v
Respondents who 13 23 12 10 7 8 11 N=84
never heard of .9 1.5 .8 .7 .5 6 .7 %=5.5
mental retarda-
tion
18-I
POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: DEMOGRAPHIC
| o
o} o fo]e)
Y | o o
t 3 o as
20 Q P Yo
Q 8 'gn gH
e Do o “
Q 00 nd n o
o g4 Q0 o>
Y © ] 0
Q4 S 0 1
e g Gg Gg
- K] 3 3
o0 NE RN 00 0O
e Ol QL LI
Total Sample 369 617 248 281 N=1515
24 .4 40.7 16.4 18.5 %=100
Respondents who 12 37 21 14 N=84
never heard of .7 2.4 1.3 ] %=5.5

mental retarda-
tion
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18-J
POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: GEOGRAPHIC

]
o v
XE) ori
e 4+
T8 & o« 8
© + + + e~ ) +
g\ 5 BH 8~4 é 3 8 -ﬁ v
£ o =g =g o2 Z S @
o] P4 KRN ) 2 + c o
= © uwg %% 2 3 B 5 ®
p=d = 3] &) =0 0 0 ) = a¥
Total Sample 84 284 294 132 218 82 181 50 190 N=1515
5.5 18.7 19.4 8.7 14.4 5,4 11.9 3.3 12.5 %=100
Respondents who 2 16 17 4 9 11 16 0 9 =84
never heard of .1 1.0 1.1 2 .6 .7 1.0 .0 .6 %=5.5
mental retarda-
tion
18-K
POPULATION PROFILE
VARIABLE: RELIGION
3]
B
o
o 2
8 B b
- A &
Q o D) 4 N0
5 F % & fs
8 g ] + o &
[ (s ] @) = H
Total Sample 1010 386 46 30 43 N=1515
66.7 25.5 3.0 2.0 2.8 %=100
Respondents who 59 21 1 2 1 N=84
never heard of 3.8 1.3 .1 .1 .1 %=5.5
mental retarda-
tion

ANALYSIS OF POPULATION PROFILE

Analysis of the population profile for the sample group (N=1431)
and for the respondents who never heard of mental retardation
(N=84) disclosed differences significant at the .0l level for

the variables of: age, education, occupation, income, race, marital
status, and number of children. Differences significant at the .05
level were evidenced for the variable of geography. No significant :
differences were found for the variables sex, demography and religion. §




VARIABLE : SEX

SAMPLE DISTRIBUTION
The sample distribution for the variable "sex" is indicated in
Table S-1l. Since the spread is obviously dichotomous, data re-

flects the total population (without collapsing categories for
tabular presentation) and the analysis mirrors the tables.

TABLE S-1
VARIABLE: SEX OF RESPONDENTS*

Male Female
689 742 N=1431
*Bighty-four (84) respondents who never

heard of mental retardation were deleted.
See Table 18.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION

Tables S~-2 and S-2a present data upon the number of people who
have heard about mental retardation in the past few months and

the sources of this information. No statistical significance

was evidenced on these tables by the sex variable. Table 25-b
reflects the number of respondents who have not heard about mental
retardation recently....but have heard about it at sometime.

TABLE S-2

HAS RESPONDENT HEARD / READ ABOUT MENTAL
RETARDATION IN LAST FEW MONTHS?

Yes No
499 190 = M
546 196 = F

Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742

- 33 =
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TABLE S-2A

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION

a
o ~ 3
9 0 3 0 ~ B0
oy a D) Q D) n .q
© - - (D) u N0 (ERKE
o8 ¢ 8 & % o3& d8 %2
5 g S 5 D 5 e R 5 o
= = m (a9 B = ~ B By Odad
259 177 33 114 344 10 27 89 148 = M
291 250 43 101 413 18 38 125 215 = F

Male (M) N = 1201%
Female (F) N = 1494%

*Includes multiple responses

TABLE S-2B
HAS RESPONDENT EVER HEARD OF MENTAL RETARDATION?

Yes No
190 0
196 0

Male (M) N = 190
Female (F) N = 196

INCIDENCE OF MENTAL RETARDATION

Estimates of the incidence of various disability areas are displayed
in Table S-3. Statistical significance (.0l) between male and female
responses were found when analyzing the area of mental retardation.
(since the focus of this study is upon mental retardation, other
disability areas are not analyzed in this report)

CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION

statistical significance (.01) was found when causes of mental re-
tardation were analyzed by the sex variable. As evidenced in Table
S-4, female respondents were more cognizant of prenatal care and
child birth as possible factors causing mental retardation than
were their male counterparts.

T o e e e e R ERe S g R e e At

.-

i

R Iy e T i S e T



B R SIS AR f s s b
? %

I e B e

- 35 -

TABLE S-3

RESPONDENT ESTIMATE FOR INCIDENCE OF VARIQUS

e IR T TR

e
o)
4
V
N
tal 0]
ardation 1
| 2
ndness 1
ebral - 5
Sy 2
alytic 8
io 8
umatic

rt Disease

e (M) N = 689
ale (F) N = 742

One (1)

69

183
100

157
129

209
201

71

(PER 1000 POPULATION)

Two-Four (2-4)

56
29

103
76

117

89
113
101

97
77

Five-Nine (5-9)

153
140

139
216

137
183

122
151

145
162

TABLE S-4

Ten~Twenty-
Four (10-24)

w
O W
R W

118
l6l

108

157.

88
125

146
199

Twenty-Five-

Forty-Nine (95-49)

< O
g

65
41
59
48
51

65
83

CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION
(IDENTIFIED BY RESPONDENTS)

Heredity

233
177

Male

n g

0 g

) o

> a ©

H ~i M

2 g ¢

a N +

H Q o

0 o

Pl i T

+ o -

N 0 v

. o 9)

m A <
262 99 107
342 152 119
(M) N = 1040%*
= 1276%*

Female (F) N
*Includes multiple responses

Pre-Natal Factors

167
280

DISABILITIES
O:% %]

[ E—l—’a o

P~ i OO O

KB No) T O N Mo~

(Vo)) O - | T -+

ol UZOoO g0

-HO o] O B o

Z 0 aco~ Tm

+ 0 T O (IS

HE gES B2

= omz BHO

46 41 12

36 53 22

19 26 7

31 42 16

25 18 6

32 31 9

26 11 7

32 25 5

35 35 11

42 53 16

18

Q

<

I%)

@)

172 = M

206 = F

Don't Know

17
17

36
35

75
51
57
43

52
38
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PREVENTION OF MENTAL RETARDATION

Table S-5 shows statistical significance (.05) between male and
female responses relevant to the gquestion "Can mental retardation

be prevented?" When the stated ways of preventing mental retardation
are analyzed (Table S-5a) we again find significance (.01) with
women being more sensitized towards prenatal care, obstetrics, and

nutrition.

TABLE S-5
CAN MENTAIL RETARDATION BE PREVENTED?
No
Yes No Response
285 398 6 M
356 380 6 F

Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742
TABLE S—-5a

HOW TO PREVENT MENTAL RETARDATION
(BASED UPON 641 "YES" RESPONSES)

0
NE]
.;g
4 n o
[} o o o
s‘ﬂ-il llé N gr-l
°. s 5% 2.5 b
4y 8 e dg . ©E @ :
NN (o i 0 o 3] Moy 0 X
© 4+ S P - 4 Y P 4 © o N
Z 0 [ J0)] i Q A s} 0 o P “ KB
| = PP Y4 o Py (] = g . ] -
()] &0 QO Y PP 0 o e — N L o
Y W [ o] P [TR=; V) © O [} . Ix) 0
A O MmO 0 A m = ~ > (a9 Ay @) QA
85 27 11 6 20 24 3 10 67 32 =M
164 50 8 17 29 16 1 40 32 60 F

Male (M) N = 285%
Female (F) N = 417%
#*Tncludes multiple responses

"SOCIAL WORTH" OF MENTAL RETARDATES

No significance was found between the sexes relevant to their
responses on the perceived social worth of mentally retarded

persons (Table S-6).

T e P P T s e by N T Lo d i ai et ol i T T PR R R R
. 4 I Ty ¥ PO TRy By T A o R AR s SRS B, 3 AR YT R AL e AN P TIT T T TR TR T A
7 B Y 0 e e

g, et
ey ek

P S




- 37 -
TABLE S-6

PERCEIVED SOCIAL WORTH OF THE MENTALLY

RETARDED
o
~ > 3 o
— 0] 0 0]
: ; E s
What proportion 4 m o g
0 o z
of igtarﬁates 5 5 8 % %1 % 8 8
wou make good: » 8 > & o S !
Employees 78 161 280 141 21 7 1 M
61 160 353 141 16 ) 2 =F
Neighbors 134 222 214 90 13 14 2
117 255 251 ol 11 15 2
Friends 133 185 222 113 17 14 5
126 223 256 104 14 17 2
Citizens 155 223 184 92 20 12 3
141 227 243 96 16 17 2
Parents 31 59 173 208 179 33 6
21 46 185 247 206 35 2
Husbands/ 34 77 200 202 139 34 3
Wives 24 58 219 245 149 44 3
Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742

PARTICIPATION IN VARIOUS ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS/ROLES

Analysis of Table 7 shows statistical significance between male and
female responses on the question of whether the mentally retarded
should be allowed to:

Go downtown alone (.05)

Use public beaches and/or playgrounds (.O05)
Drink liguor (.01)

Drive a car (.0l)

Vote (.Cl)

In each of the aforementioned, it appears that men are more willing
to allow the mentally retarded to participate in various functions,
while women are much more hesitant and/or conservative.
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RESPONDENTS' ATTITUDE TOWARDS VARIOUS ROLES/
ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Should mental
Retardates:

Go Downtown Alone

Get Medical Care At
Regular Hospitals

Use Public Beaches
and/or Playgrounds

Drink Liquor
Drive A Car
Vote

Marry

Have A Family
(Children)

Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742

Yes

239
208

559
608

538
542

68
34

115
69

314
256

249
238

162
138
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TABLE S~7

No

404
479

112
124

132
171

588
681

544
630

324
418

384
433

467
533

15
27

31
26

28
41

47
66

52
69

59
66

RANKING SERVICES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Not

onNn P W

(NS AN

WE DD DD DN D

Answered

|
3 IS

A A AT ¢ S €

—— o

There was no significant difference between male and female responses E
in the ranking of various services for the mentally retarded (Table S- 8@

KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Tables S-9 and S-9a indicate responses to questions involving knowlpdge
of and/or participation with groups working to help the mentally re- 1

tarded.
men and women.

No significant differences in responses were evidenced betweenﬁ
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TABLE S-8

RATING OF MOST IMPORTANT SERVICES FOR THE
MENTALLY RETARDED

5 o ¥
O o) 1 = Q
0] 3 o]0 O m 4+
D) KR 0 WM 0 Y& o o'
m 0 ] c [0) [0 Q0
~l -~ = o0 Y- 0 Sunw O Y
g o] oo o~ = 0 .0 1)}
o) K o o 0) ) HO 0O 3
—~ o O o~ ~ 0o ~ nweoh Y 0
© U0 Y (I PEE N + 4 O o] o
'~ g O [0) D= o oyg O S
0o ¢ 0 + o 0o + Py
85 O a2  sHE 2 EHf 7 5
0 M s &) &3] O MM -l vorEd AQ =
Most 277 192 19 65 34 85 7 10
Important 314 216 15 75 36 72 6 8
Second Most 199 151 33 117 25 144 11 9
Important 218 177 28 137 35 126 14 7
Third Most 89 121 40 139 52 201 37 10
Important 82 137 50 152 45 229 38 9
Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742
TABLE &~9

KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO HELP
THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Has respondent heard

of such organizations? Yes No
416 273 = M
433 309 = F

Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N 742

TABLE S-9a

PARTICIPATION IN A PROGRAM OR DRIVE TO HELP
THE MENTALLY RETARDED
(BASED UPON 849 "YES" ANSWERS)

Has respondent participated
in such activity? Yes No

276 140 =
190 243

o=

Male (M) N = 416
© Female (F) N = 433

e

e et

o =
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GROQUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

In grouping the mentally retarded on varous statements (Table sS-10),
significant differences in responses between men and women were found
on indicating the proportion of mentally retarded who:

Look differently (.01)

Are mentally ill or insane (.0l)
Should be cared for at home (.01)
Can be self supporting (.0l)
Cannot learn to do anything for
themselves (.05)

TABLE S-10

GROUPING OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED
ON VARIOUS STATEMENTS

0
~ s 4
=
< g 3
" o2
Proportion of 5 a % % g g g
Mental Retardates: « & ) oy b= (&) =
Look Differently 122 135 217 175 35 5 0 =M
137 187 237 154 18 9 O=7F
Are Mentally Ill 33 50 165 344 55 38 4
or Insane 27 54 241 317 52 50 1
Can Live "Normal! 81 235 236 111 15 8 3
Lives 75 263 281 102 8 11 2
should Be In 27 52 243 319 23 22 3
Institutions 24 65 288 321 24 18 2
Had Mentally 11 30 187 315 64 81 1
Retarded Parents 4 18 187 365 74 91 3
can Have Normal 63 108 187 171 69 88 3
‘ children 60 115 203 164 81 117 2
? should Be Cared 80 198 247 115 30 15 4
For At Home 56 172 305 156 41 11 1
33 160 252 208 25 8 3
Can Be Self-
Supporting 35 137 334 117 42 16 1
Cannot Ever Learn 7 33 135 454 50 10 O
17 32 183 460 37 13 0

To Do Anything For
| Themselves

Mazle (M) N

, 689
~ ERIC Female (F) N

742

|| I
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, MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS ABOUT THE MENTALLY RETARDED

é Tabhle S~11 displays the degree of respondent agreement on miscellaneous
- statements regarding the mentally retarded. Significant differences
. were found on the statementss

The mentally retarded have a right to public
education (.01)

A mentally retarded person living in my
neighborhood would tend tc lower property
value (.01)

Prcgrams for the mentally retarded are
too expensive in relation to what the
mentally retarded gain {(.01)

Most parents of mental retardates can have
other normal children (.01)

RATING THE MENTALLY RETARDED ON ABILITY TO PERFORM VARIQOUS FUNCTIONS

Significant differences in response between male and female responses
were found in grouping the mentally retarded on their ability to per-
form various functions (Table S-12). These differences were evidenced
in ranking the proportion of mental retardates who could learn to:

Add and subtract (.01)

Learn to use public transportation (.01)
IL.,earn to drive a car (.01)
Have a regular job (.05)
In all of the aforementioned categories, women were more conservative

than men.

"CURES"” FOR MENTAL RETARDATION

No significant differences in responses were found relative to the
question "Can mental retardation be cured?" (Table s-13).

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL

Figure 8-1 graphically presents mean responses by males and females

on word pairs in the semantic differential. In all cases, analysis
indicates that each sex scored the mentally retarded significantly

lower (.0l1) than they scored a normal person. (Practical considerations
prevented analysis of these scores by the sex variable)

- After ranking the normal person on the semantic differential, respondents
- were asked to indicate whether they were thinking of a child or adult, a
male or female (Tables S~14, S-l4a). Statistical significance (.0l)
was found in Table S-14, in which respondents indicated the sex (image) *
of the person they were thinking about.
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TABLE S~11

AGREEMENT UPON MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS
REGARDING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

f o
3 3 9
ey o oo & 5
* Q g‘ ) B g\Z‘ + 2
, O 0 0 m @ O -
9 8 Y 0 n N o +
o o - o 0 0
SHIY) Y A AW A P
MR Never Know They 45 224 333 62 24 1 =
Differ From Other 47 228 348 ol 28 0 =
People
MR Children Have A 238 338 54 10 1 5
Right To Public 213 396 96 26 11 0
Education
A MR Adult Living 13 66 348 249 12 1
In Neighborhood 3 47 365 305 21 1
Would Tend to Lower
Property Values
Programs For MR Are 19 98 321 192 59 0
Too Expensive In Re- 10 63 370 239 60 0
lation to What the
MR Gains From Them
A MR Youth Should 8 155 386 109 29 2 :
Not Expect To Par- 12 150 416 124 40 0 i
ticipate in Teenage ;
Community Activities f
You Can Usually Tell 53 304 256 66 10 0 :
A MR By His Looks/ 70 330 259 70 13 0 5
Appearance i
Most Parents of MR 220 412 28 8 19 2 §
Can Have Other 316 391 13 4 17 1 ;
Normal Children ]
Parents Should Al- 143 454 70 3 16 3 ;
low Normal Child To 162 477 74 5 24 0 ;
5 Play Wwith MR Child ;
| I would Not Want My 8 63 394 212 10 2
§ Child to Attend A 8 59 378 286 11 0
! School That Also Has
Classes for MR Child
Most People Feel Un- 55 342 237 35 17 3
comfortable In The 39 396 243 44 20 0

Presence of MR Person

o Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742
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TABLE S-12

§ GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED
/ ON VARIOUS ROLES/ABILITISH

T
- -
| -l 0 0
% . < 5 =
What Proportion " 0
of Mental Re- é ﬁ g . o # <
tardates Can: L 2 5 Z g g g
< = 0 Fey 2 A =
Learn To Read 121 254 227 74 1 11 1 =
and Write 108 250 294 77 3 10 0 =
Learn To Add 84 215 266 114 4 5 1
and Subtract 6l 214 312 133 8 14 0
Learn To Feed 252 326 87 21 0 2 1
Themselves 253 359 113 12 1 3 1
Learn To Dress 215 326 119 23 1 4. 1
Themselves 236 355 120 26 0 5 0
Learn To Use 86 217 234 126 14 8 4
Public Trans. 62 178 319 149 22 12 0
Learn To Do 20 217 259 103 9 7 4
Simple Sewing 61 211 238 117 14 9 2
Learn To Drive 25 67 204 251 129 12 1
A Car ° 28 225 255 190 34 1
Learn To Dance 102 214 220 127 16 8 2
103 224 258 124 18 15 0
Have A Regu- 51 164 277 149 32 12 4
lar Job 32 148 343 171 33 15 0
Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742

TABLE S-13
CAN MuNTAL RETARDATION BE CURED?

Not
Yes No 2Answered
o7 585 7 =M
90 644 8 = F
Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742

¥ o T T <L e = e g T n 4] Txs 2RI AR o ol
e st seipisogbimdote, et U TS it O e S
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Weak

Ugly

Sick

Inferior

Insane

Cruel

Useless

Dishonest

Dangerous

Dirty

Ignorant

Tense

Passive

Untidy

Unhappy

Immoral
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Semantic Differential

Variable:

Meﬁtally
Retarded
3 4

*See narrative section

for statistical analysis

Figure S-1

b

Sex*

Normal

6

Strong

Beautiful

Heaitﬁy

" Superior -

Sane

Kind

Useful

Honest

Safe

Clean

Educated -
Relaxed

Aggressive

Neat

Happy

Moral

g 4
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TABLE S-14

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
NORMAI, PERSON

Respondent was
thinking about:

No One In
Particular
Don't
Know

Not
Answered

o
= W
0
N O
l—l

o)

Male (M) N
Female (F) N =

TABLE S-1l4a

Female

In Partic-
ular
Answered

Respondent was
thinking about
188
104

g
o
~ ~ Not
[

Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N 742

 Tables 15 and l5a indicate responses relevant to the semantic differ-
- ential for a mentally retarded person, and whether the respondent was
- thinking about: a child or adult; a male or female. Both of these

- tables show significance at the .0l level, with women tending to
~think (visualize) in terms of children and females.

TABLE S-15

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

Respondent was
thinking about:

No One In
Particular
Don't Know
Not Answered

w
o
N N

Male (M) N =
Female (F) N =
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;'; TABLE S-15a “ .

A o o]

C o~ o T

o > M o

oo e~ o - + )

P o © N oC4»H - 3

. Respondent was — £ + Y o 20

- , _ o] 0] 0 O ® 0 og

b thinking about: 2 Fey M Z A A Z <
172 37 272 188 1 19 =M
138 91 284 213 4 12 F

3 Male (M) N = 689

Female (F) N = 742

RESPONDENTS' ACQUAINTANCE WITH A MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

Table S-16 displays the number of respondents who felt that they
knew a mentally retarded person. No significant differences in
responses was found.

TABLE S-16

RESPONDENT 'S ACQUAINTANCE WITH A
MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

Respondent knows Not

a mentally retarded ves No Answered
; person:
; 551 135 3 =M

| 616 125 1 =F

Male (M) N = 689
Female (F) N = 742

A B bt Dot L
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A
4
i
g
R
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VARIABLE: AGE

SAMPLE DISTRIBUTION

The sample distribution for the variable "age" is indicated in Table
A-1. statistical analysis was applied to this spread. For practical
considerations, tabular presentation was restricted to the polarities

indicated in Table A-1la.

TABLE A-1l

VARIABLE: AGE OF RESPONDENTS*

- 4
g0 b b g b | . . u
0 — e 00 L~ 0 g i) 0 o P o — P
> oo N > o 0o Kol 0o S 0 >+ 0
0~ -~ g S0 ‘4 O g D o ye) g > o > P~ Z
o ca} B W EIE_ZI S0 -Hg O 0 - O LoV N
| ~ I e I HWN~ RBEH~ H®O~ WO~ A~ o
> >N NS > | g~ | | N I 1~ ) g~ W’ ]
Py PP PP P> P abd R al'e) A LA e B A A o D)
Qo a Yy S W - P P PPy PP PP N QO o]
% 28T 2E8 EBT BEY Bhg hhg REg 54
ED Elt—lm B B~ B oo By oy~ By [y~ Ry~ B0~ SUJ ~
199 148 144 155 155 127 115 203 179 5)
N = 1431
*Eighty-Four (84) respondents who never heard
of mental retardation were deleted. See Table 18
TABLE A-la
VARIABLE: AGE POLARITIES**
Respondents Age 37 Respondents Age 53
and under and over
N = 491 N = 497

**By using age polarities, 527 respondents
are omitted in tabular presentations

. SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABCUT MENTAL RETARDATION

While the number of people who heard about mental retardation in the

- last few months was essentially the same for polarity groupings in age,
- analysis of this variable indicates significant differences (.01) in
the sources of imformation. Newspapers and books reflect areas of
-difference for printed matter while other divergent source media are

. represented by oral communication and radio (Tables 2-2 and A-2a).

- 47 -

Answered
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TABLE A-2

HAS RESPONDENT HEARD/READ 2B0UT MENTAL
RETARDATION IN LAST FEW MONTHS
Yes No
356 141 = O
348 143 = U

Respondents age 53 and over (0O) N =
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =

TABLE A-2a
SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION

and other

Friends
W ]
AN Conversation

&
0]
o
m
0,
>
]
Z
2

1

o Television
N i~ Movies

v — Lectures /
w ® Talks

QN Family /

-
® W Magazine
o w

— oo Radio

9 6
5 6

)
O
192

5
4

D
= N
(o) LN |

Respondents age 53 and over (0O) N
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =

*Includes multiple responses

TABLE A-2b
HAS RESPONDENT EVER HEARD OF
MENTAIL RETARDATION ?
Yes No

141
143

= O

0
C =10

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N =

Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =

INCIDENCE OF MENTAIL RETARDATION

Significance at the .05 level was found when the estimate for the
incidence of mental retardation was interpreted according to the
age variabla. Table A-3 shows estimates for the incidence of
various disability areas for groupings of age 53 and over com-~
pared to those of age 37 and under. (Since the focus of this
study is upon mental retardation, other disability areas are

not analyzed in this report).
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TABLE A-3

RESPONDENT ESTIMATE FOR INCIDENCE OF VARIOUS DISABILITIES
(PER 1000 POPULATION)

- | O 1| (%]
< I — | DO T
[ LN ~ | ~ N~ I OO0 0
o~ ~ |t 0] PO T ON Y~
~ >N 5 0 (Ve O~y T+ =
G o s BE 54 H%3 §8 o
= 5 Rar 0 L & Z 10 s:rb% o) ¥4
~ 0 =z g~v > |~ S 0~ ~
3] | PN > oY () 4
0] | O N o P NE () T O O N -
& 9 2 53 YHG HE L85 HY g
N LE = B g&l’d‘ Mz OoOmMZ E-lg (4]
tal 1 44 45 7 48 1 18
ardation 0 54 30 6 36 4

:ndness 157 101
96 194 77

‘ebral 92 141 94
Sy 101 191 88

alytic 124 144 86
io 5 163 166 73

umatic 2 50 117 118
rt Disease 4 67 173 104

pondents age 53 and over (0) N =
pondents age 37 and under (U) N =

CAUSES OF MENTAIL RETARDATION

When responses identifying causes of mental retardation were analyzed
by age as a variable, significance was found at the .0l level. Younger
respondents tended to specify more causes in all instances except
heredity (Table A-4).

PREVENTION OF MENTAL RETARDATION

Responses to the question of whether mental retardation can be prevented
and the means by which respondents state that mental retardation can be
prevented were analyzed. 1In both cases, significant differences in
responses at the .05 level were found. (Tables A-5 and A-5a).
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TABLE A-4

CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION
(IDENTIFIED BY RESPONDENTS)

Disease /
Accident /
Trauma
Pre—-Natal
Factors

Heredity
7 Birth Injury
o

Illness

l—l
)
l—l

57
91

0)]
(00)

154
122 227

O
64
-
00/
\O]

Respondents over age 53 (0) N =
Respondents under age 37 (U) N =

*Includes multiple responses

TABLE A-5
CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE PREVENTED ?

Yes No No Response
204 284 9 =0
233 257 l1=10

Respondents age 53 and over (0O) N =
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =

TABLE A-5a

HOW TO PREVENT MENTAL RETARDATION
(BASED UPON 437 "YES" ANSWERS)

Parental Re-

sponses
bon't Know

Pre-Natal Care
of Mother
Obstetrics
Parents
Nutrition
Research

Vague Responses

Re:

11 16
24 11

N Better

G
N

0 W

n < Sterilize unfit

5 o~ Better Diet /
— w Religion

vy O
> Oy
N W
O v

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =

*Includes multiple responses

ol s el mihat T QBRI B L ¢ et e A - .
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"SOCIAL WORTH" OF MENTAL RETARDATES

-,
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§
§When the perceived social worth of mental retardates was analyzed by
?the age variable, significant differences in responses were found in

"grouping the number of mental retardates who would make good citizens

- (.01) and in grouping those who would make good parents (.0l) (Table
| A-6)

1 TABLE A-6
ﬁ PERCEIVED SOCIAL WORTH OF THE MENTALLY
RETARDED

What proportion
of mental retardates
would make good:

Only a Few
Don't Know

Almost All
Not Answered

Employees 86 224 122
125 219 80

Neighbors 144 169 82
99 171 157 50

Friends 77 122 176 o1
o7 151 151 71

Citizens 72 133 173 86
128 160 132 55

Parents 17 28 02
20 39 156

Husbands/Wives 20 36 115
23 51 170

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N = 497
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 491
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PARTICIPATION IN VARIOUS ROLES/FUNCTIONS/ACTIVITIES

By applying the age variable to answers indicating respcondent attitudes
toward various activities, roles and functions for the mentally retarded,
significant differences were evidenced as to whether the mentally re-
tarded should:

Use public beaches and/or playgrounds (.05)
Drink liquor (.01)

Drive a car (.05)

Marry (.0l)

Have a family (children) (.01)

Younger respondents were much more permissive in each of the afore-
mentioned than were their older counterparts (Table a-7).
TABLE A-7

RESPONDENTS' ATTITUDE TOWARDS VARIOUS ROLES/
ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

T
)
Y
2 o
Should Mental ) w8 o B
Retardates: :(‘>u| % 8 ﬁ % fé
Go Downtown Alone 143 313 40 1l =0
162 294 33 2 =U
Get Medical Care At 410 74 12 1
Regular Hospitals 393 ol 6 1
Use Public Beaches 346 132 16 3
and/or Playgrounds 399 80 10 2
Drink Liquor 18 463 20 0
47 415 27 2
Drive A Car 44 433 20 0
82 376 31 2
Vote 192 265 38 2
210 240 37 4
Marry 133 329 31 4
202 238 49 2
Have A Family 71 388 35 3
(Children) 133 310 47 1
Respondents age 53 and over (0) N = 497
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 491
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RANKING SERVICES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Most
Important

Second Most
Important

Third Most
Important

Responses in ranking the second most imp
retarded indicated significant differen
according to age (Table A-8)

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N = 497
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 491

S T PR T AN T T VP T e AT Y 7 Rt

Learn Jobs

TABLE A-8

RATING OF MOST IMPORTANT SERVICES FOR THE
8 MENTALLY RETARDED o
0 o N ) 0
o 0 o) 0 o) g O
I T T
Owm (18] (o) aamo o =0
0 o O ) A0 g P +
- 3 3] — 4 = n o
o O by y I A B Y
o [ G O ) I TR v g
U N\ 0 5 by g ® p 9o
D T U TP
0 Y~ =% OW O =~ O M
193 120 20 57 30 66
194 157 12 40 27 48
136 92 33 84 25 110
152 120 17 82 17 89
49 o1 34 86 40 160
64 85 34 109 31 137

ortant service for the mentally
ces at the .01 level when analyzed

)
&~
)
42
o T
) )
Q ]
()
v 5
© o
&) <
B S
A P
5 6 0]
6 7 = U
10 7
6 8
27 10
24 7

KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Analysis of responses in this area indicates that younger respondents
are significantly (.0l) more familiar with groups and/or associations

working for the mentally retarded than are
significance was evidenced, however,

older respondents. No
in terms of participation in

programs or drives to help the mentally retarded (Tables A~9 and A-9a)

TABLE A~9

Has respondent heard

of such organizations? Yes No
258 239 =
306 185

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N = 497

Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 491

Q

i

!
&

KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO
HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED

S o bttt et
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TABLE A-9a

PARTICIPATION IN A PROGRAM OR DRIVE TO HELP
THE MENTALLY RETARDED
(BASED UPON 564 "YES" ANSWERS)

Has respondent participated
in such activity?

Yes No
118 140 = O
132 174 = U

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N = 258
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 306

e e S et - o i b 1 303+ e

| GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

! Grouping of the mentally retarded on various statements indicated sig-
: nificant differences in responses by the age variable. These statements
were that mental retardates:

Look/differehtly (.01)
Are mentally ill or insane (.01)
Can live "normal" lives (.01)
Should be in institutions (.05)
Can have normal children (.01)
Can be self supporting (.05)
Cannot learn t6 do anything

' for themselves (.01)

In all instances, younger respondents were more accurate and/or ;
positive in attitudes than were their older counterparts (Table A-10)

MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS ABOUT THE MENTALLY RETARDED

The degree of respondent agreement for miscellaneous statements about %
the mentally retarded persons displayed significant differences when é
analyzed by the age variable. These statements were: :

Mentally retardates never know they differ
from other people (.01) !
A mentally retarded adult living in the |
neighborhood would tend to lower property

| values (.05)

| Programs for retardates are too expensive *
‘ to relation to what the retardate gains
from them (.01)

A retarded youth should not expect to
participate in teenage youth activities
(.01)

You can usually tell a retardate by his
looks/appearance ? 01) :

I would not want my child to attend a
school that also has classes for re-

tarded children (.01) (Table A-11)

. ERIC -




What

Proportion

of

Mental Retardates:

. Look Dif-
- ferently

Are Mentally
Ill or Insane

Can Live
"Normal"
Lives

Should Be In
Institutions

Had Mentally
Retarded Par-
ents

Can Have
Normal Child-
ren

Should Be Cared
For At Home

Can Be Self-
Supporting

Cannot Ever
Learn To Do
Anything For
Themselves

GROUPING OF THE MENWALLY RETARDED
ON VARIOUS STATEMENTS

Almost All

29
54

a7
52

22
27

9
11l

Most

123

37
30

136
195

55
34

22
11

40
110

120
130

74
118

26
18

- 55 -

TABLE A-10

Some

132
163

134
l4a2

188
179

177
17

121
130

132
132

184
183

185
208

138
73

Fey

92
139

213
243

104
46

207
236

223
254

131
110

106
95

170
114

289
351

None

15
27

27
45

10

16
20

43
53

el
31

25
26

32
16

21
34

N RO ND® '
= o Don't Know

23

76
40

81
52

13

14

14

MO DN oo Not Answered

N W H W DN

OO MO +HDN

nu

c o




TABLE A-11

AGREEMENT UPON MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS
REGARDING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

gree
Strongly

MR Never Know They
Differ From Other
People

o o Not Answered

N o Strongly
v oy Don't know

= Agree
<N w Disa
=

N

I—I
o))
00]

MR Children Have A
Right to Public
Education

A MR Adult Living
In Neighborhood
Would Tend To Lower
Property values

Programs for MR Are
Too Expensive In Re-
lation to What the
MR Gains From Them

A MR Youth Should
Not Expect to Par-
ticipate in Teenage
Community Activities

You Can JUsually Tell
A MR By His Looks/
Appearance

Most Parents of MR
Can Have Other
Normal. Children

Parents Should Al-
low Normal Child To
Play With MR Child

I would Not Want My
Child To Attend A

School That Also Has
Classes for MR Child

Most People Feel Un-
comfortable In The
Presence of MR Person

Respondents age 53:-and over (0) N =
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =




ihat Proportion
?f Mental Retar-
lates Can:

Learn to Read
And Write

Learn To Add
and Subtract

Learn To Feed
Themselves

Leérn TQ Dress
Themselves

Learn To Use
Public Trans.

Learn To Do
Simple Sewing

Learn To Drive
A Car

Learn To Dance

Have A Regu-
lar Job

. 8 g S 8 Almost All

160

207 -

137
193

41
62

41
62

8
14

57
84

18
39

GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

57 -

TABLE A-12

ON VARIOUS ROLES/ABILITIES

Most

170
187

127
160

248
224

243
219

116
158

127
157

27
39

129
163

82
125

Some

169
180

193
204

68
54

86
66

185
191

214
204

99
179

161

155

211
208

5

o

77
31

115
64

17
6

24
13

124
70

91
62

190
179

115
77

140

Respondents age 53 and over

. Respondents age 37 and under (U
RATING THE MENTALLY RETARDED ON ABILITY TO PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS

None

o

=

uBE= O O OF HPE ON
|_l

149
68

19
7

32
14

; N

Don't know

w

[\

HEE OO0 OWwWw NMH MM
o

o+
[

23
12

16
4

12
5

497
491

N RO OFH RN PO OO 00 oo o o Not Answered

The age variable produced significant differences in responses when
grouping the mentally retarded on their ability concerning various
These differences were manifested in identifying

roles or functions.

the portion of mental retardates that can:

In all these instances, younger respondents were more positive about
the abilities of mentally retarded persons.

Learn to add and subtract (.01)
Learn to use public transportation (.05)

Learn to drive a car (.01l)

Learn to dance (.05)
Have a regular jOb (.05)

A i el DA A 1Y e Wa o

(Table A-12,

See Above)
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"CURES" FOR MENTAL RETARDATION

No significant difference was evidenced when the question "Can mental
retardation be cured?" was analyzed by the variable of age. (Table A-13)

TABLE A-13
CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE CURED?

Yes No Not Answered

65 423 9 =0
72 418 l =10

Respondents age 53 and over (0O) N =
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL

Figure A-1 graphically presents the mean polarity respoﬁses by the
age variable on word pairs in the semantic differential. Analysis
by the total spread of the age variable indicates that all groupings
ranked the mentally retarded significantly lower (.0l1) than they
ranked a normal person. (Practical considerations prevented analysis
of these scores by the age variable).

Relative to the Semantic Differential for both the normal and the
mentally retarded, there were no significant differences in replies
indicating whether the respondent was thinking of a child or adult,
a male or female, (Tables A-14, A-1l4a, A-15, A-1l5a)

TABLE A-14

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
NORMAL
—

Respondent was ' %

thinking about: <
33 287 53
15 337 63

No One
In Par-
Don't
Know
Answered

H ticular
Not

-
=
NN O
-
w

D
O
N

l—l

Respondents age 53 and over (0O) N
Respondents age 37 and under(U) N =

TABLE A-l4a

Respondent was
thinking about:

No One
In Par-
ticular
Answered

-
(&)}

97 28 193 164
106 30 184 169

- O Don't
Know

R

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N = 497
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 491
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Semantic Differential
Variable: Age%*

Mentally
Retarded
3 4

*See narrative section
for statistical analysis

Figure A-1

Strong
Beautiful
Healthy

Superior

‘Sane

Kind
Useful
Honest
Safe
Clean
Educated
Reiaxed
Aggressive
Neat

Happy

Moral

37 years & under
53 years & under




TABLE A-15

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
 RETARDED

‘Respondent was
thinking about:

No One
In Par-
ticular
Answered

194 118 83 81
174 114 89 83

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N =497
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 491

TABLE A-1l5a

No One
In Par-
ticular

Respondent was

-thinking about: 204 124

183 156

N
N Answered

S b Female-

w N

or Don't
Know
Not

Respondents age 53 and over (0O) N = 497
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N = 491

RESPONDENTS ' ACQUAINTANCE WITH A MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

When compared to younger respondents, a higher ratio of older re-
spondents indicated that they felt they knew a mentally réetarded
person. This was significant at the .05 level (Table A-16)

TABLE A-16

RESPONDENTS' ACQUAINTANCE WITH
A MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

Respondent knows a
mentally retarded Not
person: Yes No Answered

419 77 l =20
385 105 1 U

Respondents age 53 and over (0) N =
Respondents age 37 and under (U) N =




:
3
?{

]
:
i
¥
(

VARIABLE: EDUCATION

, SAMPLE DISTRIBUTION

* The sample distribution for the variable "education" is indicated in
g‘Table E-1l. Statistical analysis was applied to this spread. For

- practical considerations, tabular presentation was restricted to the
polarltles indicated in Table E-la.

TABLE E-1
VARIABLE: EDUCATION OF RESPONDENTS*

Years High

School (1-

3 HS)
Some College

No School-
Four Years
(0-4)
Five-Seven
Years (5-7)
Eight Years
One-Three
Completed
High School
Completed
College
Graduate or
Professional
School

AN
(o)}
=
=
(0)}
[\
w
AN
=
AN
3
16 0]
100)
AN

N = 1431

*Eighty-Four (84) respondents who never heard of mental retardation
were deleted. See Table 18

TABLE E-la

VARIABLE: EDUCATION POLARITIES**

Respondents with less Respondents with more
than High school Education than High School Education

N = 612 N = 405

** By using education polarities, 414 respondents are
omitted in tabular presentations

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION

When analyzed by the education variable, statistical significance was

evidenced in the number of respondents who had heard about mental re-
tardation in the last few months (.0l1) and in the source(s) of this

information (.0l). In virtually all instances, respondents with more
education were better informed and/or indicated a media with greater
frequency. The only notable exception to this statement was observed
in the number of responses naming television as a source of information
(Table E-2, E-2a). |
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TABLE E-2

HAS RESPONDENT HEARD/READ ABOUT MENTAL
RETARDATION IN LAST FEW MONTHS ?

Yes No

410 202
329 76

Under High School (LHS) N =
over High School (MHS) N

TABLE E-2a

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL
RETARDATION

/

vision
Conver-

Tele-

H
0]
Q
0
o
=
0
P

RO 66 1 4
185 149 7 0

Magazine
© U1 gation and

85 S Lectures
Talks

o o Family/

Ul W priends

l—l
=

N W
i e)
o m
o 0) NN .
o o Movies
N
*

Less Than High School (LHS) N
More Than High School (MHS) N =

* Includes multiple responses

TABLE E-2b
HAS RESPONDENT EVER HEARD OF MENTAL RETARDATION

Yes No

202 0
76 | 0

Less than High School (LHS) N =
More than High School (MHS) N =

INCIDENCE OF MENTAL RETARDATION

No significant differences in respondents' estimates for the incidence
of mental retardation was found when analyzed by the variable of ed-
ucation (Table E-3) (Since the focus of this study is upon mental re-
tardation, other disability areas are not analyzed in this report).
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TABLE E-3
§ RESPONDENT ESTIMATE FOR INCIDENCE OF VARIOUS DISABILITIES
4 (PER 1000 POPULATION)
g — Gy o | 3
S T B | ., BPT o
A 1 Tg] e g >N~ i OO Q
s N ~ |~ o PO T O Y~
3 -~ Py ) Qo O-H g T+ 3
' Q PN H 8~ 81 HEO £ 0 0
“ — . 4 cl oo BHAOY HO W O SO cl
o —~ = . 0o a2 Zun go~ Imom "
~ e~ 0. a gr4 >~ |~ 3 0~ ~
~ o | ~ P NN s I ) +
o] ) I gPN PO T O O Y -
s 2 b 5 0p 2BT Mg g8 Hp 8
N 8 & ST S ®BE 8E2 88 A
ental 1 67 141 209 57 49 5 62 1 20 = LHS |
etardation O 54 100 135 46 29 25 1 9 = MHS
lindness 2 85 215 129 71 24 4 48 2 32
0 107 132 72 45 11 2 16 0 20
erebral 4 85 199 134 52 40 2 37 1 58
alsy 2 113 141 55 34 15 5 7 0 33
i
aralytic 9 130 204 113 49 44 7 24 1 31 '
olio 5 156 124 45 27 12 12 6 0 27
eumatic 2 48 155 159 90 50 8 62 1 47
eart 2 72 131 75 47 29 4 21 1 23
)isease
(LHS) N = 612
(MHS) N = 405
CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION
vl
There were no significant differences in responses identifying causes
of mental retardation when analyzed by the education variable. (Table
E-4)

TABLE E-4

CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION
(IDENTIFIED BY RESPONDENTS)

) 0o Fo 0 f
'tl’ > w o 0)5 Y 2
o o b § g 0O ~ O |
) 4 D o~ -~ ™ é)fd-l—’

3 g A8 88  duw

5 @ A Al &X  AEm

139 186 85 81 176 = LHS

154 224 82 72 142 = MHS

Less than High School (LHS) N = 667%
More than High School (MHS) N = 674%

*Tncludes multiple responses
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PREVENTION OF MENTAL RETARDATION

Analysis by the amount of education obtained by the respondents dis-
played significant differences to the question concerning prevention
of mental retardation (.0l) and the identification of means by which
mental retardation could be prevented (.05) (Tables E~-5, E-5a)

TABLE E-5

CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE PREVENTED ?

Yes No No Response
232 372 8 = LHS
229 176 0 = MHS

Less than High School (LHS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405
TABLE E-5a

HOW TO PREVENT MENTAL RETARDATION
(BASED UPON 461 "YES" ANSWERS)

0

)

N g —

0 [ 8, 7

i, S 8 A8 5 g5p o 8 E
P Y Y - 0 o 3] M40 o) & § §
O N HP o P 4P u g - . f
Ted 8% TEE dp 0§ pER B8y b
SEIE TN U I B Y B B 5
AU E mC wso m5 & Dra oy o =
86 17 3 7 18 19 2 8 72 42 = IH
85 38 12 10 20 12 2 24 44 12 = MH
Less than High School (LHS) N = 235% !
More than High School (iS)- N = 259% i

*Includes multiple responses

"SOCIAL WORTH" OF MENTAL RETARDATES

The amount of education achieved by respondents displayed no statlstlcal
significance in grouping the mentally retarded on various social roles '
(Tables E-6).
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TABLE E-6

PERCEIVED SOCIAL WORTH OF THE MENTALLY

RETARDED
o]
i 2 3 8
— 0 0 0
SH [ g %
What proportion B g o &
0 Z
of Tzntai retagdates E % % 'E‘ % 8 8
wou make good: = S 3 8 S 2 S
Employees 60 126 243 149 23 10 1 =ILHS
37 104 192 60 8 3 1 =MHS |
Neighbors 113 179 200 o3 8 18 1
60 158 132 41 8 4 2
Friends 120 170 198 94 12 16 2
60 116 140 64 13 8 4
Citizens 119 180 175 o7 21 18 2
71 138 138 44 9 3 2
Parents 25 48 131 188 182 37 1
8 26 124 138 o7 7 5
Husbands/ 29 55 163 191 135 38 1
Wives 11 40 130 140 67 13 2

Less than High School (ILHS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405

PARTICIPATION IN VARIOUS ROLES/ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS

Attitude towards various roles, functions, activities for the mentally
retarded were effected by the level of education that respondents had
obtained. Significant differences were manifested in answers indicating
whether the mentally retarded should:

Go downtown alone (.05)
Use public beaches/playgrounds (.05)
Drink liquor (.05)

Respondents with greater education reflected a more liberal attitude
on each of the aforementioned (Table E-~7).

[P . e et e

i
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TABLE E-7

RESPONDENTS' ATTITUDE TOWARDS VARIOUS ROLES/
ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

o o
Should Mental 9 E:% %
o 0O «
Retardates: :(>D-| g 8 g S &
Go Downtown Alone 172 408 32 0 = I1HS
145 224 33 3 = MHS
Get Medical Care At 510 86 15 1
Regular Hospitals 331 66 7 1l
Use Public Beaches 432 159 18 3
and/or Playgrounds 318 178 11 3
Drink Liquor 26 565 20 1
47 335 21 2
Drive A Car 68 518 26 0
64 315 24 2
Mote 245 309 57 1
175 200 27 3
Marry 208 357 45 2 ;
139 229 34 3 g
Have A Family 121 438 52 1
(Children) 88 284 31 2 3
Less than High School (LHS) N = 612 %
More than High School (MHS) N = 405 i

RANKING SERVICES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

|
;
i
i
|
1
|
}

When ranking the most important service for the mentally retarded,
analysis by the level of education indicated differences in responses
significant at the .05 level (Table E-8).

KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED

The amount of education possessed by respondents significantly effected
answers concerning familiarity with groups or associations working for
the mentally retarded (.0l) as well as respondent participation in
activities to help the mentally retarded (.0l). More education was
related to greater acquaintance with groups serving the mentally re-
tarded as well as personal participation in drive or activities. (Table
E-9, E-9a) 4
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TABLE E-8
RATING OF MOST IMPORTANT SERVICES FOR THE
MENTALLY RETARDED " o
0 (o G
o O O n
B & = S84 % 4B
— 0 0O u - 9 © ] ne o
P g >0 s 0 © H 4 B
- 0 o ® T O R nMmown A 00m
VD ®w o 0 3 3 PO g Mo P P YT Y
2Es 608 85 B8whm & 5oH0
no M &~ oy T OwWog H O=EHA
Most 250 155 24 47 28 89
Important 174 125 1 52 18 28
Second Most 176 123 37 94 33 128
Important 112 105 | 8 88 5 74
Third Most 59 113 48 99 48 197
Important 56 72 16 a0 27 124

Less than High School (LHS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405

TABLE E-9

KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO
HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Has respondent heard

of such organizations? Yes No
297 315 = LHS
293 112 = MHS
Less than High School (1THS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405

TABLE E-9a

PARTICIPATION IN A PROGRAM OR DRIVE TO HELP
THE MENTALLY RETARDED
(BASED UPON 590 "YES" ANSWERS)

Has respondent participated
in such activity?

Yes No
120 177 = LHS
142 151 = MHS
Less than High School (LHS) N = 297
o More than High School (MHS) N = 293

Day Care
Centers

35
18

Not
Answered

oy O

(61 IR o)
l

LHS

i
i
o[ g
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GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Statistical significance at the .0l level was evidenced when the variablé
of education was applied to responses grouping the proportion of mental ;
retardates that could live "normal" lives. (Table E-10)

What
Proportion of
Mental Retardates:

Look Differently

Are Mentally Ill
or Insane

Can Live "Normal®
Lives

Should Be In
Institutions

Had Mentally Re-
tarded Parents

Can Have Normal
Children

Should Be Cared
For At Home

Can Be Self-
Supporting

Cannot Ever Learn
To Do Anything
For Themselves

Less than High School (1HS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405

Almost All

125
51

29
13

85
29

26
10

41
39

67
29

32
14

TABLE E-10

- GROUPING OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED

ON VARIOUS STATEMENTS

o]

O

M

g >

+ O ] -

0 g 3 o g 0 <0

(o) = 0O g

2 a E 2 A& Z o
141 188 130 22 6 0 = LHS
84 133 119 14 4 0 = MH:
61 181 267 28 43 3 |
18 97 204 48 24 1 |
183 202 121 10 7 4 |
164 154 49 4 4 1 |
64 233 249 24 15 1 §
24 136 211 o 12 3 :
16 143 299 63 78 3 ;
22 117 191 32 41 6 ;
80 172 160 77 80 2 :
71 113 88 31 61 1 3
140 232 130 30 12 1 !
126 146 73 18 10 3 ;
111 220 199 35 15 0 g
99 186 86 11 5 4 ;
35 161 361 36 13 0 ;
13 74 276 27 5 0 :

e ———p o o o it E e
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%MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS ABOUT THE MENTALLY RETARDED

i

gAgreement on various statements about the mentally retarded was effected
. by the level of respondents education. Significant differences were
" found on the statements: | |

Mental retardates never know they
differ from other people (.01)

A retarded youth should not expect
to participate in teenage community
activities (.01l)

You can always tell a retardate by
his looks/appearance (.0l)

I would not want my child to
attend a school that also has
classes for retarded children
{.01) (Table E-11)

| RATING THE MENTALLY RETARDED ON ABILITY TO PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS

 In grouping the mentally retarded on ability to perform various functions,
- the level of respondents' education was a factor in rating the mentally
ifretarded on several roles. Significant differences were found in group-

- ing the proportion of mental retardates that can:

Learn to read and write (.05)

Learn to use public transportation (.01)
Learn to do simple sewing (.05)

Learn to drive a car (.01)

Learn to have a regular job (.0l)

. More education reflected greater optimism and/or positive attitudes
towards the abilities/potential of mental retardates (Table E-12)

"CURES"” FOR MENTAL RETARDATION

 The level of respondents' education was not a significant factor in
 answering the question, "Can mental retardation be cured?” (Table 13)
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TABLE E-11

AGREEMENT UPON MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS

REGARDING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

MR Never Know They
Differ From Other
People

MR Children Have A
Right to Public
Education

A MR Adult Living
In Neighborhood
would Tend To Lower
Property Values

Programs for MR Are
Too Expensive In Re-
lation to What the
MR Gains From Them

A MR Youth Should
Not Expect to Par-
ticipate in Teenage
community Activities

You Can Usually Tell
A MR By His Looks/
Appearance

Most Parents of MR
Can Have Other
Normal Children

Parents Should Al-
low Normal Child To
Play With MR Child

I would Not Want My
Child To Attend A

School That Also Has
Classes for MR Child

Most People Feel Un-
comfortable In The

Presence of MR Person

gree
Strongly

~ UtA
N W

-
O
N

144

16
10

14

75
21

235
155

135
87

41
21

o wAgree
N

O N

331
210

54
31

ol
35

153
80

195
155

334
225

372
279

76
18

292
233

Less than High School (LHS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405

Disagree

245
230

64
36

302
201

282
191

313
244

190

174 .

21
10

76
31

337
218

210
124

» UlDisagree
Strongly

oY J.

=
RN

223
lo4

164
140

100
64

39
50

= O

177
163

46
18

=N

w ut

59
29

31
14

v &Don't know

~ oNot Answered

= W

N

o O

o

N o O

w

N

w

LHS
MHS

B b o B

g s i g

el s By e i
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TABLE E-12

GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED
ON VARIOUS ROLES/ABILITIES

jat Proportion
f Mental Retar-
ates Can:

Almost All

None

&
L,earn To Read ) . 183 231
and Write 165 l46

Learn To Add 152 237
and Subtract 152 164

Learn To Feed 271 109
Themselves 205 39

Learn To Dress 277 122
Themselves 209 50

w

Learn To Use 58 131 219
Public Trans. 48 141 l64

Learn To Do 62 148 244
Simple Sewing 46 152 165

ooy O OF PO P W

l_l
o\
WY UUHE HOY DD = W 0 Don't know

(8] ]
N
=

I,earn To Drive 1l 35 141
A Car 13 29 155

L,earn To Dance 85 165 192
63 144 137

Have A Regu- 28 103 263
lar Job 31 115 170

Less than High School (LHS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405

TABLE E-13
CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE CURED ?

Yes No Not Answered

72 533 7 = LHS
65 338 2 = MHS

Less than High School (LHS) N =
More than High School (MHS) N =
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SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL

§ ; Figure E~1 graphically presents the mean polarity responses by the
| education variable on word pairs in the semantic differential.

| Analysis by the total spread of the education variable indicates

: that virtually all groupings ranked the mentally retarded signi-
ficantly lower (.0l) than they ranked the normal person. The

only exceptions were manifested by respondents with 0-4 years

of education on the following:

cruel - kind (.05)
dishonest - honest (.05)

immormal - moral (.05)
...and by respondents who had completed college on the follcwing:
cruel - kind (NS)
dishonest - honest (NS)
tense - relaxed (.05)

unhappy -~ happy (.05)

(Practical considerations prevented analysis of the scores by the
education variable).

Responses indicating whether the subject was thinking about a child
or adult when answering the "normal"” semantic differential were
significant at the .05 level. No significant differences in re-
sponses were evidenced when the same question was applied for mental
retardation.

g The level of respondent education did not significantly effect
answers indicating whether subjects were thinking of a male or
female on either of the semantic differentials.. (Tables E-14, E-1l4a,
E~-15, E-15a)

TABLE E-14

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL -

NORMAL PERSON J]

0] 4 S

i ar a & L8 P 2

Respondent was - o] 4 43 oo P 0

thinking about: ,cc.') rg: n% '.%El &-9{ 8 .’g ;%é%
45 335 87 132 0 13 = LHS
11 291 '35 65 0 3 = MHS

Less than High School (LHS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405

R .
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Dirty
[gnorant
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Semantic Differential
Variable: Education

Mentally
Retarded

*See narrative section

A i T

for statistical analysis

Figure E-~1

Strong

Beautiful

Healthy

Superior

Sane

Kind

Useful

Honest

Safe

Clean

Educated

Relaxed

Aggressive

Neat

Happy

Moral

Less than High School
More than High School
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TABLE E-l4a -
‘ Ry )
v O & v
o) ? < 85&3 jJB 3
Respondznt was g GE) 46» o g.g 88 46 Ex
thinking about: = 2 ] 2P QX Z <
116 48 250 184 0 14 = LHS
86 16 151 147 2 3 = MHS
Less than High School (LHS) N = 612
More than High School (MHS) N = 405
TABLE E-15
SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL
MENTALLY RETARDED .
| o
e " 8- B o
~ — < o - 2 g
Respondent was g 3 B oc -9 55 B a
thinking about: © < M aHe A &
224 140 122 106 2 18 = 1LHS
157 124 59 61 1 3 = MHS
Less than High School (LHS) N = 612 1
More than High School (MHS) N = 405
TABLE E-15a .
0 ' g
S ‘é’ lﬁ E # '
- TP ) ]
R}eILT‘»P;:r}dentbwas ! g 2 S810 8 g 25
thinking about: .,,, 58 254 157 2 '19 = LHS
99 31 142 129 1 3 = MHS
Less than High School (LHS) N = 612 |
More than High School (MHS) N = 405 ;

-
L N T S

RESPONDENTS' ACQUAINTANCE WITH A MENTALLY RETARDED PERSON

Significant (.05) was found when the variable of education was applied i
to answers indicating whether the subjects felt that they knew a mentally;;
retarded person. More education elicited a greater number of affirmative

24

responses (Table E-16). /
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TABLE E-16

Y R O N L e TR TR SO TR R L

RESPONDENTS' ACQUAINTANCE WITH A
MENTALLY RETARDED

PERSON

Respondent knows a
mentally retarded
person: Yes No

481 128
353 52

Less than High School (LHS) N =
More than High School (MHS) N =

R i g

Not
Answered

3 = LHS
0 = MHS

012
405

- I 5 P ¢
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VARIABLE: OCCUPATION

SAMPLE DISTRIBUTION

The sample distribution for the variable "occupation" is indicated
in Table 0-1l. Statistical analysis was applied to this spread. For
practical considerations, tabular presentation was restricted to
the polarities indicated in Table O-la.

TABLE O-1

VARIABLE: OCCUPATION OF RESPONDENTS %#

)

Y

(1)

g

5 &

g m o]

U Q

g H

. ! g 0 g

Yy (1) o D) Q Kol
i ) A4 H o 0]
© o) » Q H o~
o o (1) %] " 1) 0 i
0] © Y o Q S Q
| D) — 0 Q P> [0) m
) [0) H © 0 S E o Q H +J
) Y [0) 0y D) KE) 0 Q )
Q Q o -~ Q@ 0 4 (o] o S Q
U E ] 4 M O U 4 P> 0
0] o 04 — © Q H Q kS
M (] ] -~ O (o] ~ jof Q ()] 0]
o [ = L3 w0 &) (@) 0 = =
187 46 131 259 69 181 194 185 49 130 N=1431

* Based upon having worked in the stated capacity for one year or
more

*% Bighty-Four (84) respondents who never heard of
mental retardation were deleted. See Table 18.

TABLE O-la

VARIABLE: OCCUPATION POLARITIES**%%

Professional Service and Laborers
N = 187 N = 234

k%% By using occupation polarities, 1010 respondents
are omitted in tabular presentations.
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION

Answers indicating whether respondents had heard or read about mental
aretardatlon in the past few months differed significantly (.0l) when
ganalyzed by the occupation variable. Application of the same variable
»to responses identifying sources of information about mental retardation
. also disclosed significance (.0l) (Tables 0-2,0-2a)

t!
?:

TABLE O-2

HAS RESPONDENT HEARD/READ ABOUT MENTAL
RETARDATION IN LAST FEW MONTHS?

Yes No

157 30 =
154 80 =

Professional (P) N = 187
Service & Labor (SL) N = 234

TABLE O-2a

SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT MENTAL RETARDATION

Newspaper
Magazine
Television
Movies
Lectures/Talks
Family/Friends
Conversation

100 99 25 42 97
79 43 12 32 111

l—l
0 O

e
D W
N W
=
w i
B O

Professional (P) N = 484%
Service & Labor (SL) N = 344%

*#Includes multiple responses

TABLE O-2b
HAS RESPONDENT EVER HEARD OF MENTAL RETARDATION?

Yes No
30
80

Professional (P) N =
Service & Lakor (SL) N




INCIDENCE OF MENTAL RETARDATION

No significant differences were evidenced when estimates of incidence

for mental retardation were analyzed by the occupation variable.
(Table 0-3). (Since the focus of this study is upon mental retarda-
tion, other disability areas are not analyzed in this report).

TABLE O-3
RESPONDENT ESTIMATE FOR INCIDENCE OF VARIOUS DISABILITIES
(PER 1000 POPULATION)

: ¥
, Q [0)
> o o5 3
— ~ ql‘ 'ﬁ gz (%]
—_ o i N 2 P
S T
o\ ~ (0] 4 goag ~ N
~ 9 P~ BE &~ fES& B~
s - H 5 58 M2 28 EBg G 824
-~ - 0 V= s | D I 30 O o
~ 7] | EH O H >y >™NO mHEao oO0m
o) | [0) |~ o4 410 g~ 0~
5 g 2 a7 Iy omT g5T
N o E Py E R M om B
Mental 0 20 9 34 75 21 8 11 4
Retardation 1 26 13 33 88 29 10 18 9
Blindness 0 48 26 47 31 13 3 10 0
1 33 25 63 52 22 10 14 6
Cerebral 1l 56 27 38 27 13 8 2 0
bPalsy 0 35 30 54 49 17 11 14 7
Paralytic 3 71 30 30 18 11 7 2 0
Polio 4 51 31 42 53 16 10 8 4
Rheumatic 2 34 26 39 40 19 7 8 2
Heart 0 18 20 46 72 24 16 18 8
Disease

Professional (P) N = 187
Service and Laborer (SL) N = 234

CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION

When the occupation variable was applied to analysis of responses
identifying causes of mental retardation, no significant differences
were found. (Table 0-4).

< u1 Don't Know

®

15
17

15
15

10
12

BT

= E TN

SL |
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TABLE 0-4
CAUSES OF MENTAL RETARDATION
(IDENTIFIED BY RESPONDENTS )

N A e O e P
SR i R A L T o
q Y ¢

\ ,_|

> N XB) ©

P ; SR c P

2 gb 9% g =3

) P 3 Qe -.-15 Y]

: G = 0 — O O 0

) o e o SR Y ©

an m H A - L B o iy
g 72 105 34 32 60 =P
50 85 36 40 69 = SI,

Professional (P) N = 303
Service and Laborer (SL) N = 280

PREVENTION OF MENTAL RETARDATION

fSignificant differences (.0l) in answers to the question "Can mental
retardation be prevented?" were displayed when this query was anal-
yzed by the occupation of respondents. Identification of means by
which mental retardation could be prevented, however, showed no
significant differences when assessed by the same variable.

(Tables 0-5, 0-5a).

TABLE 0O-5
CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE PREVENTED?
Yes No No Response
116 71 0 = P
96 136 2 = SL

Professional (P) N = 187
Service and Laborers (SL) N = 234

TABLE O-5a
3 HOW TO PREVENT MENTAL RETARDATION
5 (BASED UPON 212 "YES" ANSWERS , o
9] n | Q 0} -
A B ) T T A I - -
+ U M Ry Se U M0 o 0 A
® O Mo 1 “z 0 M V0 or . ~N
= 0 o 4D O\ fd (OROE =R o - M
10 4P Mt DI Q gam—a i . 02
ph B2 838 fen 8 BBHL g 4 g8
A0 m o mpo MmaAP M > A4 R~ Ry O§
48 26 7 6 12 4 1 10 21 =P
44 8 0 3 6 6 0 5 28 = SL

Professional (P) N = 135
o Service and Laborers (SL) N = 100
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"SOCIAL WORTH" OF MENTAL RETARDATION

Respondents' occupation was a significant factor (.01l) in grouping
the proportion of mentally retarded persons who would make good
friends. (Table 0-6)

TABLE 0-6

PERCEIVED SOCIAL WORTH OF THE MENTALLY

RETARDED

o)

v

. : 3 8

_ < & g =

What proportion o < ¥ g

of Mental Re- 0 o o o B0

tardates wWould g p £ = g g - 2

Make Good: 2 S 3 8 = a 2
Employees 20 48 87 27 2 2 1 P :
“ 20 51 92 63 6 1 1 = 8L
Neighbors 28 67 72 15 1 2 2 |
44 69 70 42 4 4 1
Friends 25 53 73 30 3 0 3 ;
52 61 64 47 4 4 2
Citizens 39 66 65 11 3 1 2
46 76 70 30 5 5 2
Parents 5 12 66 64 31 6 3
13 19 51 73 61 16 1
Husbands/ 5 19 71 59 21 9 3
Wives 10 29 74 60 46 14 1 E

Professional (P) N = 187 ?
Service and Laborers (SL) N = 234 :

PARTICIPATION IN VARIOUS ROLES/ACTIVITIES/FUNCTIONS

Answers reflecting significant differences in attitudes about
whether mental retardates should vote {(.05) and whether mental
retardates should marry (.0l) were displayed when these questions
were analyzed by the occupation of respondents. (Table 0-7)

RANKING SERVICES FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Analysis by the 6ccupation variable showed a significant differ-

ence (.05) in responses identifying the most important service for
the mentally retarded. (Table 0-8)
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TABLE O-7

RESPONDENTS ATTITUDE TOWARDS VARIOUS ROLES /
ACTIVITIES / FUNCTIONS FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Should mental 0

retardates: ) o)
P> Z

No
Answer

Il
i)

Go Downtown Alone 71 98
6l

Get Medical Care At 155 26
Regular Hospitals 187 41

= O

=

Use Public Beaches 150 31
and/or Playgrounds 168 58

-

Drink Ligquor | 22 153
| 14 211

Drive A Car - 31 141

29 190
Vote 80 87
98 112
Marry 61 103

Have A Family 44 124
(children) 63 147

Professional (P) N =
Service and Laborers (SL) N =

TABLE O-8

RATING OF MOST IMPORTANT SERVICES FOR THE
MENTALLY RETARDED

S

s

ecial
asses /
Education
Causeées)
or Paren
w ~d of Retardate

i

Research

(study

Foster Homes

gounselin

Institutions

Centers Where
< Retardates Can

L.earn Jobs

Day Care

Centers

S

C
[
o

Most Important

-
[00]
w
~J

~J
o
B O
oy O
l—l
N W
[N S R

Second Most 46
Important 6l

wH~ w w Not. Answered

w
W b
w0
N
w
N

l—l
N
I.—!
w
N
o

w
Ul
Ul
0

Third Most 39
Important 41

S
=
(o)
O

Professional (P) N =
Service and Laborers (SL) N =
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i KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED §
g Occupation was a significant factor (.0l) in answers relating to
. whether the subjects were familiar with groups/associations working
- to help the mentally retarded. The same variable, however, displayed
no significance when applied to the question of the respondents'
participation in a program/drive to help the mentally retarded
(Tables 0-9, 0-9a).
TABLE 0-9
KNOWLEDGE OF GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS WORKING TO
HELP THE MENTALLY RETARDED
| Has respondent heard
of such organizations? Yes No
145 42 =P
121 113 = SL
Professional (P) N = 187
Service and Laborers (SL) N = 234
TABLE O-9a
PARTICIPATION IN A PROGRAM OR DRIVE TO HELP THE E
MENTALLY RETARDED
(BASED UPON 266 "YES" ANSWERS) ?
Has respondent participated ;
in such activity? Yes No ;
77 68 =P
53 78 = SL ;
| ]
{ Professional (P) N = 145 §
; Service and Laborer (SL) N = 234 :
3 GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED :
§ In grouping the mentally retarded on various statements, analysis :
g by the occupation variable produced significant differences (.01l) ]
o in responses related to the proportion of mental retardates who 4
- look differently. (Table 0-10) _ ,g
; !
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] TABLE 0-10
g GROUPING OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED
/ ON VARIOUS STATEMENTS
Lo
5 8
? o 0 0
& B
g at proportion + u g
o f o) + Q 0 -
lental Retardates: & @ & z 5 & B
' <G = 0 Fy = A b
 Look Dif- 21 37 66 55 7 1 0
ferently 54 49 69 54 6 2 o)
Are Mentally 2 9 44 92 25 14 1
I1ll or Insane 14 24 67 105 10 14 0
Can Live 18 68 74 20 2 4 1
"Normal" 27 72 75 55 3 2 0
Lives
Should Be In 5] 7 69 ol 6 7 1
Institutions 12 28 90 93 8 3 0
Had Mentally 1 11 57 85 9 24 0
Retarded Par- 2 5 61l 115 21 28 2
ents
Can Have 21 39 48 37 13 33 1
Normal Child- 14 28 71 63 29 24 0
. ren
 Should Be Cared 15 56 66 36 5 7 2
©  For At Home 25 57 73 60 15 4 o)
Can Be Self- 8 49 79 44 2 4 1
Supporting 16 43 78 75 19 3 0
Cannot Ever 4 3 40 125 12 3 0
Learn To Do 5 8 56 138 22 5 0
Anything For
Themselves
Professional (Pp) N = 187
Service and Laborers (SL) N = 234

- MISCELLANEQUS STATEMENTS ABOUT THE MENTALLY RETARDED

- Responses showing the rate of agreement to the statement "You can
. usually tell a mentally retarded person by his looks/appearance"

- differed significantly (.01) when analyzed by the occupation
~variable. (Table O-11)
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TABLE O-11

AGREEMENT UPON MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENTS
REGARDING THE MENTALLY RETARDED

Strongly
gree
Strongly

Agree

MR Never Know They
Differ From Other
People

N D
—~ w Agree

N N Disa

Ul J

® ~ pon't know

© ~ Not Answered

=
O b

MR Chilidren Have A
Right to Public
Education

YN
Ul O

A MR Adult Living
In Neighborhood
Would Tend To Lower
Property Values

Programs for MR Are

Too Expensive In Re-
lation to What the
MR Gains From Them

A MR Youth Should
Not Expect to Par-
ticipate in Teenage
Community Activities

You Can Usually Tell
A MR By His IL.ooks/
Appearance

Most Parents of MR
Can Have Other
Normal Children

Parents Should Al-
low Normal Child To
Play With MR Child

I Would Not Want My
Child to Attend A

School That Also Has
Classes for MR Cchild

Most people Feel Uncom-15
fortuble in the Pres-~ 15
ence of MR Person

Professional (P) N =
Service and Laborers (SL) N :
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TABLE O-12

GROUPING THE MENTALLY RETARDED
ON VARIOUS ROLES/ABILITIES

hat Proportion
f Mental Re-
@rdates Can:

. Learn To Read 74
"~ and wWrite 83

Almost All

3 Learn To Add 85
- and Subtract 87

; Learn To Feed 18
 Themselves 44

; Learn To Dress 25
~ Themselves 57

: Learn To Use 68 80
Public Trans. 50 87

i Learn To Do 67 79
. Simple Sewing 55 93

~ Learn To Drive 15 72
A Car 15 66

L,earn To Dance 29 72 62
31 65 78

- Have A Regu- 15 55 78
lar Job 15 41 86

1 -
Ad WE OO WH W OKF HE & s Don't know
_mO OO OO OB OO OO0 00 oo oo Not Answered

N NO O NO N PO PO woOoO NO None

Professional (P) N = 187
Service and Laborers (SL) N = 234

RATING THE MENTALLY RETARDED ON ABILITY TO PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS

The occupation of respondents was a significant factor in grouping
the proportion of mental retardates who could:

Learn to use public transportation (.05)

Have a regular job (.05)

(Table 0-12)




"CURES" FOR MENTAL RETARDATION

No significant differences in answers were displayed when the question

"Can mental retardation be cured?” was analyzed by the occupation
variable (Table ©-13)

TABLE O-13
CAN MENTAL RETARDATION BE CURED?

Not
Yes No Answered
33 154 O =P
30 201 3 = SL
Professional (P) N = 187

Service and Laborers (SL) N = 234

SEMANTIC DIFFERENTIAL

Figure O-1 graphically presents the mean polarity responses by the
occupation variable on word pairs in the semantic differential.
Analysis by the total spread of the occupation variable indicates
that virtually all groupings ranked the mentally retarded signifi-
cantly lower (.0l1) than they ranked the normal person. The only
exceptions were manifested by farmers and farm managers on the
following:

tense~relaxed (NS)

.-0..by sales workers on the following:
ugly~beautiful (.05)
cruel-kind (NS)
immoral-moral (NS)
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