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" A STUDY OF THE FAMILY SERVICE FROGRAM OF THE CLINTON
COUNTY, NEW YORK, DIVISION OF HOME ECONOMICS WAS MACE IN 1966
70 CETERMINE THE SOCIOECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF STUDY GROUP
PARTICIFANTS AND OF FAMILY SERVICE AICES SERVING AS THEIK
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ORGANIZATIONAL PARTICIPATION, BUT BELOW THE COUNTY AVERAGE IN
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PREPACE

This study is the first attempt by the Office of Extension
Studies to evaluate an Extension Home Economics educational pro-
gram designed for the disadvantaged. The management of a study
for a program that is in its early stages of development is dif-
ficult. That it has seen at all successful is the result of the
very conscientious cooperation cf the home economics agents in
Clinton County.

In a study of this kind involving many people with diverse
backgrounds and training it is not always possible to secure
accurate information, and the measurement of the learning of
participants is difficult to control. It is hoped, however,
that the facts presented in the report are reasonably reliable
and valid.

Despite the difficulties which studies of this type encoun-
ter in research operations, it is imperative that continuous
efforts be made to ascertain who are the people being reached
by the programs and what progress in learning they are making.
The results of these efforts can most certainly be used to guide
planning in a field in which so little is known regarding effec-
tive methods. Moreover, the very research itself, if properly
integrated with the teaching as was attempted in this study,
should raise the level of teaching.

The Family Service Aides who taught the classes and did
the testing and interviewing of the participants deserve commend-
ation for their willingness to undertake tasks that were new to
them but which they performed with cheerfulness. Perhaps an
unmeasured product of the study has been their learning of cer-
tain elementary research techniques and the improvement of their
teaching through the use of testing procedures.
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1.

EVALUATION OF FAMILY SERVICE PROGRAM.
HOME ECONOMICS DIVISION OF COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
CLINTON COUNTY, NEW YORK

Summary of Findings

Introduction

The Famiiy Service Program of the Clinton County Divi-
sion of Home Economics of the New York Cooperative Extension
is part of the Clinton County Rural Comﬁunity’Action ?ro-
gram, In the fall of 1966 the Office of Extension Studies
in cooperation.with the Clinton County Division of Home
Eccnomics initiated a study to evaluate the Division's Fam-
ily Service Program. The evaluation was designed primarily
to study the thixd cycle of lessons of tha program. This
cycle was started around thé first of November, 1966, The
purposes of the study were: ‘1) to ascertain and describe
the socio-economic characteristics of the study-group par-
ticipants and Family Service Aides who served as teachers
in the thirxd lesson series of the program .and 2) to measure
the effects of the teaching on those participating in the
studytgroups. The testing that was used to provide meas~
urement data for attaining the second objective was also
expected to give direction and concretenes&.to the teaching.
The data for the study'were obtained principally from inter- '
views with, the Family Service Aides, the participants, from
knowledge tests administered to both groups, from reports
of the Bamily Service ‘Aides, and from.records in the files
of the Home Economics Division and of the Community Action
Agency.
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II. Characteristics of the Participants

A. Pilace of residence

1. The 71 participants on whom inforwation was ob-
tained lived in eight of the county's 14 town-
ships.1 Almost one third (32 percent) of the
71 lived in the clinton.Tcwnship and another 17
percent irn the Champlain Township.

2. Seventy percent of the 70 participants reporting

‘ lived in rural nonfarm places.

>

B.- Cwnership of dwelllng

1. Sixty-eight percent of the 68 participants report-
ing lived in dwellings owned by their families.

c. Age
The mean age of the 71 participants was 38.5.

Just slightly less than one third (31.1 percent)
were under 30.

D. Schooling and other training

1. The median numner of years of school completed
: ~.by the-70 participants reporting was 9.2, Fif-
‘;”teen percent had completed less than eight years.
Five had gone to college from one to three years.
‘ $he median number of years of school completed
by the husbands of the participants was 8.0.
2. ~ Twenty-six percent of the 70 reporting had re-
? ceived some kind cf special training in addition
_ to that received in public schools or colleges.
Of the 60 women who had husbands and who reported,
25 percent indicated their husbands had received

1One of the 71 women who was counted in the Plattsburgh Township

lived in the City of Plattsburgh which is located in the Platts-
burgh Township.
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special training in addition to that received in
public schools or colleges.

E. Family and household composition

i. Of the 71 respondents 61, or 86 peréént were
married and living with their husbands.

2. The mean size of family of the 71 women was 5.0
persons. '

-3. The mean size of households of the 71 women was

5.5 persons.

F. Egglozggnt of participants and their husbands

1. Of the 70 women réporting Zi percent were-employed
part- or full-time,

2., Of the 59 women who had husbands anq who reported,
24 percent indicated their husbands were unemployed.
Laborers, farmers, operatives, and craftsmen or
foremen constituted the principal occupadtional
groups to which the husbands belonged.

'G. Mobility
l. Since marriage the average woman (N = 60) had
made about one move every three years or three
tenths of a move per year. However, there was
considerable difference within the group of women.
Those who had been married for a few years had
moved more frequently than had those who were

married for a number of years.
H. Net income of family

1; The median estimated 1966 income for the 61'famr
ilies report!~g was $4,023. Twenty-four percent
of the families had incomes under $2,500.

-..'I. . Povmal participation score
‘ 1., This score is the sum of the number of organi-
zations to which one belongs plus three for each
" office held.




The mean score for the 66 women reporting on this
item was 1.1. Forty-three percent of the women
belonged to no organization. '

2. Of those belonging to organizations, the largest
number belonged to the church.

IXII. Evaluation of Teaching

A. General reaction of participants to study groups

l. Ninety-four percent of the 67 women giving infor-
mation indicated they looked forward to the class
meetings. It should be remembered, however, that
they were interviewed by the Family Service Aide
who taught then,

2. Learning and sociability were the most frequent
reasons étven for looking forward to the classes.

B. Rating of lessons

1. The percentages of women (attending and rating)
who rated the lessons very helpful ranged from
63 to 84 for the seven home economics lessons.

2. Money Saving Meals, Penny Snitchers, and Storage
Secrets were ranked very helpful by 84, 83, and

82 percent respectively of the participants.

3. The mean percent rating scofe for all lessons
attended, both home'economics and resource, was
86, é rather high score.2

;Attendance on the seven home econonics lessons which constituted

the series ranged from 46 to 73 percent of the participants
reporting.

2‘The rating score was obtained by calculating for each inter-
viewee a percent score which was the sum of her ratings for
lessons attended divided by the maximum score for these lessons
(2 x the lessons attended and rated) and multiplied by 100,

The ratings used were: very helpful = 2, some help = 1, and

not_at all helpful = O,




4., The women who attended the resource lessons (les-
-sons in addition.to the seven home economics les-
sons) dealing with community resources and other

topics generally considered them very helpful.

C. ﬁtiiization of knowledge

1. For six of the seven home e:onomics lessons 50

percent or more of the women claimed they had
used some idea gotten from the lessons.

2. The lesson on Money Saving Meals was in first
position with 68 percent indicating they had

used some idea gotten from the lesson.

D. Reactions to publications

1. The percent of women:who could not recall having
received the 18 publications (bulletins, leaflets,
and mimeographs) that were to be made'ava;lable
to them ranged from 61 to 28. The se§en publi;
cations which had the smaller percentages (from
28 to 37 percent) of the women who could not re-
call receiving were the ones which would appear

" to have an important bearing on their needs.1

2. For 13 of the 18 publications over two thirds of
the participants who recalled receiving them said
ghey ﬁﬁd read the entire publication.

3. The women who had read all, part, or glanced

- through the 18 publications were able in-a good
number of instances to state specific and impor-
tant ideas remembered.

1It is possible that the percentages of women who could not re-

call receiving publications may reflect in part poor distribu-
tion arising from irregular atteéndance or failure to be made
aware of the publications because of irregular attendance.
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E. Pre- and post-testiug of knowledge of participants

l. For the participants who took both pre- and post-
tests, whether the total test scores (N = 32) are
considered or only the scores for lessons attended
(N = 31), the gain in mean percent score from the
pre- to post-test was significant at less than
.05.

2. Of the 76 items in the test significant gains in
correct answers were made for 14 items, for 30
items there was no gain, or a gain or a loss of
one, and for the remaining 32 items the gains or
losses were more than one.

3. Eighty percent or more of the participants gave
correct answers for 31 of the test items on the
pre-test.

<ot ff'f?'

IV. Family Service Aides

A. Fifteen Family Service Aides taught for all or part
of the period with which the evaluation deals. There
were 18 Aides employed when the study ‘started but
three resigned without conducting classes in the eval-

uation series.

B. (Comparative characteristics of Family Service Aides,
participants, and similar elements of the county popu-
lation

1. Place of residence: Aides and participants were

predominantly rural nonfarm residents.with little
difference between them, but both were more rural
nonfarm than the total county population.

2. Tenure: A good majority of Aides and partici-
pants were from owner households with little
difference between, but owner households were
relatively more frequent than they were in the
county's total population and little different

[

i ik Fotb S T




from their relative freque;cy in the couaty's
rural population.
3. Age: There were no important differences in ave-
rage age between Aides, parﬁicibants, and the
- county®’s rural and total population of females
15 years of age and over.
4. Years of school completed: The average (median)
number of years of schooling completed by the
"Aides was slightly above that for total females
25 years of age and over, but the participants
were below this average. The husbands of the
participants had an average below that of males
25 and over in the county's'éotal population.

5. Marital status: Aides and pﬁfticiﬁants were simi-

lar ‘in marital status but both had considerably
"~ higher percentages of married females 14 years

of age and ‘over than the county's rural and total
population.l - f

- 6. Family and household size: The average size of
both thé families and the households of the Aides
was slightly larger than those .of the partici-
pants, but the household averages for both were
somewhat above those for the county's rural and

- total population.

7. Employment of husbands: The husbands of Aides
and males 14 years of age and over in both the
county's total and rural labor force resembled
each other somewhat in occupation with the high-
est percentages of the three being operatives,
although the percentage of the Aides' husbands

who were operatives was more than twice that for

1

This dissimilarity is to be expected since the program was
primarily directed to housewives.

]: et o K e et Ao s o8 WOt 1 o It 6 sl et SRk et - Rt b, s Pt —

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

L]



—————— e e e T R ~ - _ Y —

county's total as well as rural male labor force.
The highest percent of participants' husbands were
o laborers followed by farmers and operatives.
re .. 8. Mobility: Over the years the participants were
slightly more mobile than the Aides, but in re-

cent years were less mobile, . .
9. Estimated net family income: The Aides had larger
average incomes than the participants, but both v

had average incomes below the averages for the
county's rural and total families.

10. Formal participation score: ZThe Aides had a
somewhat higher participation score than the
participants. _

11, Summary of comparison:

a. Compared to the participants the Aides as
" a group were in a more favorable position
than the participants orn such important
characteristics as: ..years of schooling,
husband's occupation, net family income
. and formal -participation score.

b. Compared to ‘the county's.rural and/or total
population the participants were in a less
favorable position on years of schooling,
husband's occupation, and net family income.

¢. Compared to'the county's rural and/or total
population the Aides were in a favorable
position on years of schooling and possibly
husband's occupation, but unfavorable on
net family income.

C, Knowledge level of Family Service Aides

1. The Family Service Aides had been trained before
the evaluation study was initiated. It was,
thereforé, impossible to give them a pre-test.
They were given a post-test using the same test

M e e
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that was subsequently given the participants as
both a pre- and post-test.

2. The mean percent score of the 18 Aides taking
the test was 86.0. ! . R

3. Eighty-nine percent of the 18 made a percent
score of 80 or more. L

Recruitment of participants by Family Service Aldes

1. The taped accounts of their recruiting expe-i-
ence (with some mention of attendance) given by
the Aides brought to light:

a. Their house-to-house visiting

. b. Thg.multiple sources of their learning about

Qomen'to involve -

c. The description of Ehe program which they
gave to potentiallparticipants

d. The la§ge1y positiye‘but sometimes negative

. ”féaégions of women visited

e. | The excuses and blpckages encountered both

in recruitment and attenrdance

A Y

.Iime sbent on lesson preparation

1. The mean number of minutes spent by Aides on les-
. .-son preparation was-38.-Fbg;lessons,tguéht the
first time the mean was 61 minutes and fér those

lessons taught in a previous series 32.

Time spent on teaching of lessons

l. .Of the 58 lessons reported on, the length of
teaching time for 84 percent was from one to one

and a half hours.

Care of children brought to lessons

1. For 30 of the 57 lessons.on which a report was
made children came with their mothers, but for
only nine of the 30 lessons to which children

ke R e T T e K e e o . e A~ = =
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were brought were the children kept in a separate

room.

V. The Total Roster of Family Service Aides

A. Numbers

1. Since the program began in February, 1966, 48
women had been employed as Pamily Service Aides.

2. In April, 1967, 17 of the 48 were still employed
but 31 had resigned.

B. Reasons for resignations

‘ 1. A variety of reasons accounted for the resigna-
tions of Aides. The classes of reasons given by
three or more of the Aides were:

a. Unable to secure enrollment with resignation
following pressure from supervisor to show
accomplishment ....cccccoccceccccccoces I

b. Acceptance of another job .cccceceeees &

c. Dissatisfaction with the limit on number
of hours could workl ceceessccesssces 3

d. Disliked work or lost interest in it .. 3

VI. Total Participation in the Three Series of Lessons ..
(May, 1966 - March, 1967) With Cost In-put for Evalu-

ation Series

A. Number contacted and participating

1. A total of 1,308 women were contacted b9 the
Family Service Aides for participation ir the
three series of lessons.

2. Thirty-four percent, or 444 of the 1,308 enrolled
and attended at least one lesson.

lunder 1967-68 program regulations Aides are limited to ten
hours per week. .
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B. Attendance by series

1. The number attending one or more lessons of the
first series was_285; of the second, 68, and of
-. the third, 101.

C. Attendance at Home Economics arnd Resource Lessons

1. The mean number of different héme economics les-
_ sons attended by those participating in the three
| series was 3.3. |
2. The mean number of different resource lessons
attended by'tﬁose participating in the three series
was 1.2, ' -
. B
D. [Estimated Cost of Evaluation Series of Lessons
1. The estimated cost of conducting the evaluation
series of lessons (third series) was a little
over $6,000. If three series of lessons should
be conducted per year the annual cost would be

around $1§,000.

ViIi. Relating_toAthe Futﬁre of the Program

A. Family problems as seen by participants-=- clues to
future programing

1.. The personal problems mentioned most -frequently
by the participants interviewed were:
a. Child rearing - -making.children . mind .
b. Budgeting with low income
¢, Meal planning and cooking
d. Home mahégément --use of time

B. Family problems of baréiciggnts as seen by Aides=~-
clues to future programing

1. The méjér homemaking problems of participants
which the Aides indicated most frequently were:
a. Management of finances on low income
b. Management of money and related matters

ERIC
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c. Management oﬁ_time
d. Poor health

C. Choice of subject matter for future classes

1. The interviewees were presented with a 1list of
14 topics (including an opportunity to write in
other) and asked to check those topics which they
would like to study in future classes. The most
frequent choices in order were:

8. Beginning sewing
b, Makipé.and purchasing curtains, drapes, and
bedspreéds | )
¢c. Refinishing furniture in natural finish
d. ‘'Remodaling used clothés
e. Painting furniture

D. Utilization of mass media

1. Nearly all of the 70 women reporting had TV sets.

2. Almost two thirds (62 percent) of those with TV
sets indicated that at some time they had watched
the program, On the Local Scene, which is tele-
cast from.Plattsﬁurgh and produced by the Home
Economics Divisions of Clinton, Essex, and Franklin

counties.

3. Of 69 women reporting 85 percent had a radio.
The two Plattsburgh stations had the highest per-
centages of women indicating they listened to
them most often.

E. Willingness to participate in future classes

1. Only about half (49 percent) of the 68 women an-
swering the question would attend future classes
on homemaking‘if neither transportation nor child
care was provided as is currently being done.
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Inmplications

Indigenous women (designated as Family Service Aides) can
be recruited and effectively trained to teach home economics
subject metter to women who have had limited oéportunities.
Participants in study groups taught by these trained indig-
enous teachers wi11 make significant progress in home eco-

' nomics knowledge and will utilize the 1nformation that is

transmitted to them.
when home economics publications are distributed to study-

group participants, it should be done in such a mannex

" that use as reference material is fully appreciated.

The performance of the participants on the pre-test indi-

'cares that a large percentsge of them already knew the
‘correct answers. Those rasponsible for determining the
content of the teaching should be Qu{ded by these items in

revising the subject matter offered the study groups.
Closer supervision of both the teaching and attendance of
classes would improve the program.1

The person-to-person, esaentially nondiscriminatory recruit-
ing procedure followed by the Family Service Aides resulted
in the participation ‘of women who were as a group approach-
ing mdddle age, had limited formal education, in a good
many instances had husbands who were unemployed or were
laboreré,yuoved fairly often, had relatively low income,
and participated uerj'iittle in organized groups. On the
whole the recruitment procedure appeared to have reached

a group of women for whom the program was intended. Per-

haps in the future more attention shoild be given to the

recruitment of more young women,

’IThexrelatively small number (32) (out of the total number (101)

of women enrolled and attending at least one lesson in the eval-
uation serizs) who took both pre- and post-tests emphasizes the
importance of greater attention being given to the maintenance
of a higher level of attendance.

et g oy s i,
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7. The turn-over ci Aides tends to handicap the teaching.

Now that the program has become better organized and under-
stood this turn-over may be expected to decline but to ex-
pedite this decline greater attention to the selection of
Aides may be required.

8. If it is assumed that the training the Aides receive up-
grades them for other employment, the evidence is not
particulafly strong that this has been the case. Perhaps
greater attention should be paid to other employment oppor-
tunities for those Aides who are interested.

9. While average income indicated that the study groups were
largely composed of low-inéome people, there were women in
them who did not strictly fall in this cateéory. In pro-
grams of this kind which attempt to involve low-income,
disadvantaged, and customarily non-participating women, it
is desirable that strict class lines should not be too
rigidly drawn. This appears to have occurred in Clinton
County which is predomtnantly rural and in which the ghetto
type of segregation 1s'unimportant.

10. The women who were Family Service Aides nging the course
of the studvy compared favorably or more than favorab1y with

. the county's total population on such characteristics as
years of schooling and husband's occupation ana were above
the participants on these two characteristics plus family
income. It would appear that this situation is a desirable
one. It means that people have been recruited who have
capacity and who are perhaps a bit ahead of those whom they
are teaching. Yet, the recruitmept resulted in the involve-
ment of women who were somewhat similar to the women whom
they taught, |

11, The recruitment procedures of the Aides has resulted in a
fairly large number of women participating in study groups.
The same effort should be followed in the future to secure
those yet unreached. But perhaps attention should be given
to experimenting with advanced teaching for those who have
already participated.

T S e St e % P i 43, T 4y
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If women similar to those who have already participated
are to be reached, there is considerable evidence that
transportation and care of children should be continued.
The owmership of television sets is extensive among the
participants. As a part of the study-group instruction,
the use of TV for viewing the Home Economics Division's TV
program, On the Local Scene, should be emphasized as an
opportunity for continuous learning relating to homemaking,
In planning future study groups emphasis should be given
to problems such as, child rearing, money management, time

management, meal planning, cooking, and sewing. In fact,
it would seem desirable for those planning the curriculum
for these study groups to state objectives in terms of par-
ticipants' needs and then select study topics-relevant .to
these needs.

An effort should be made to see that the space used for
teaching is adequate. Certainly an extra room for the care
of children should always be available.,

The cost of operating the evaluation series of lessons in
eight townships was not excessive, only a little over $6,000.
At this rate, if three series of lessons were conducted per

year, the annual cost would be about $19,000,




EVALUATION OF FAMILY SERVICE PROGRAM
HOME -ECONOMICS DIVISION OF COOPERATIVE EXIENSION
. CLINTON COUNTY, NEW YORK

Introduction

Concern of Home Economics Extension for the Culturallx or Eco-
nomically Disadvantaged ’

The Family Service Program in Clinton County was initiated
in the early part of 1966. A statement_of the Contribution of

Home Economics to Coogerative Extension‘ProgramnEfforts Desigged

ac urally o Economically isadvanta ed Youth and

Adults was released by a Task Force of the College of Home Eco-

nomica at Cornell shortly thereafter This statement provides
the supporting policy of the College for programs such as the
Clinton County Family Service Program. The opening paragraph
reads as follows: - ' :

Cooperative Extension is actively seeking ways to reach
more of the disadvantaged than it has served in the past.
In the College of Home Economics a Task Force has developed
the following statement to guide the total Cooperative Ex-
tension staff in designing and carrying out educational
programs for economically or culturally disadvantaged per-
sons and families. It is hoped that these guides will

" hely the Home Economics staff of Cooperative Extension work
together to meet this common goal.

The statement continues with these comments:

" ¢ o o Historically, Cooperative Extension's educational
thrust has been disciplined by the needs of society and
the knowledge available to assist in the solution of prob-

: lems. '

“ o o Years of experience in work with 1arge numbers of
New York State youth and adults form a valuable base from
which to design new program efforts for. those who have
had fewer advantages than many of Cooperative Extension's
audiences.

- o o County personnel are encouraged to develop and imple-
ment exploratory programs aimed "at the solution of specific
problems in collaboration with appropriate members of the
Extension faculty.

17
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Design of the Clinton County Family Service Program

The origin of the Clinton Family Service Program which
constitutes a part of the Clinton County Kural Community Action
Program of the Joint Council for Economic Opportunity was a
pilot teaching project for a small group of low-income women who
were taught a series of lessons on sewing, improved storage,
food buying, and stain removal by the home economics agent.
After experimenting with this group with sdméashccess, the agent
came to the conclusion that it would be desirable to have paid
volunteers who would contact homemakers to secure their partic-
ipation, provide transportation to classes, staff a nursery for
pre-school children of mothers attenhing study groups, and
teach subject matter after beingitrained by the home economics
agent. This approach to educational work with disadvantaged
homemakers became the core of the Family Service Program which
constituted one phase of the total Clinton County Rural Commu-~
nity Action Program that was launched in early 1966.

The purpose of the program as stated in the original pro-
gram document "is to aid the mothers of low economic and social
level in all aspects of managing the home. This is to include
such instruction as child development and family relationships,
food and nutrition, health and family resource management."l
Subsequently, the purpose was restated in terms of study groups
of these homemakers as follows:

The purposes of the classes are to rehabilitate and
strengthen family life in economically and culturally
deprived families by: 1) building self-confidence within
individuals; 2) building a feeling of dignity and worth in
individuals; 3) helping homemakers to help themselves by
providing knowledge of skills and resources; 4) helping
homemakers and their families to identify their values,
goals, and standards; and 5) creating bettei citizens, so
the family can contribute to the community.

1Family Service Program-~Component IV, p. l.

2pamily Service Program--Component IV, Supplement to Proposal,
March 11, 1966, p. L.
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The document from which the above statement of purposes
was-taken also indicated "that class participants in the first
series will be homemakers with pre-school children . . . Later,
the program will be adjusted to better meet the needs of other
homemakers by introducing additional trm.tu.ng."1

The original plan calléd for five lessons, the content of
which was to be determined by the Home Economics Division of
Cooperative Extension. The titles of the five lessons were:

1) Penny Snitchers in Food Buying, 2) Money-Saving Meals, 3) En-
Joying Your Pre-schooler, 4) Storage Secrets, and 5) Taking the
Blues Qut of I.a,underi.ng.2 '

- These- lessons were to be taught by 28 Family Service Aides,
Each group that was taught would have two Family Service Aides
who would serve alternately as the group teacher and the person
who would care for children which the mothers were told they
could bring if there was no-one at home to babysit. The Aides
were to be trained for their teaching in both subject matter
and methodology by a home economics agent from the Home Econom-
ics Division of Clinton County Cooperati.ve Extension. In addi-
tion to teaching and caring for the children of women attending
classes, the Aides were expected to recruit members for their
classes by house-to-house vi.si.tati.ons.‘ They were also to pro-
vide transportation-for class participent‘s‘who needed - it.

In addition to the home econoxgj._c_s toz;_j.cs, the Aides in
charge of each class or study grouo ;eré"e;:;ected to schedule-
professionals from agencies and schools to teach five resource
lessons. The" following were some of the resource lessons that
were to be madd’ svailab1e° 1) Let's Tour the Mobile Library-~
by a librariar;’ 2) ‘H€althy Ways to Better Days. (£)--by a nurse;
3) Healthy Ways 'to Better Days (1I)-~by health clinic represent-
ative; 4) Recognizing and Avoiding Frauds~-by a lawyer; 5) Edu-

A -
Py

IFamily Service Program--Component IV, Supplement to Proposal

March 11, 1966, p. 1.

zlbido, ppo 1 - 2.
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cation for the Future--by a school principal or guidance coun-
elor; 6) Children and Home Work-- by a school representative;
7) Learning a Trade--by a representative from a trade school
with a possible tour of the school; and 8) Head Start--Oppor-
tunity for Children.1

The 28 Family Service Aides were to be employed in pairs
from 13 townships and the City of’Plattsburgh.2 The Community
Action Agency (administrative unit for the county's Rural Commu-
nity Action Program) was to select the Aides from among people
recommended by the Town Boards and/or the Care Center Coordi-
nator. The Training Consultant for the Family Service Program
was given responsibility for interviewing the people thus rec-
ommended but not for initiating recomrendations.

The Aides were to be supervised by the Training Censultant
who was also assigned certain administrative responsibilities
such as interviewing Aides for employment and handling reports
and records. Both the Aides and the Training Consultant were
to be employees of the Joint Council of Economic Opportunity
for the City of Plattsburgh and Clinton County. They were actu-
ally employed and under the administration of the Community
Action Agency which constituted the employed administrative
staff (including an executive director) of the Joint Council.
The Joint Council was to consist of any resident of Clinton
County who ‘might volunteer to participate in Council activities.
The Joint Council was to have a Board of Directors composed of
24 voting members with the Mayor of the City of Plattsburgh and
the Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors serving as ex-
officio members. The 24 voting members of the Board of Direc-
tors were to be chosen as follows: two appointed by the Mayor
of Plattsburgh, two by the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors,

1Ibid., pp. 1 and 3 - 4,

20ne of the County's 14 townships never entered the Rural Commu-

nigy Action Program.
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nine who were area residents and members of groups to be served
elected at the annual meeting of the Joint Council, and 11
others elected at the annual meeting of the Council and repre-
sentipg public agencies, private agencies, and business and the
professions, The Board of Directors was to consist of its
chairman and vice-chairman, both of whom were to serve in simi-
lar roles for the Joint Council, the chairmen of its five
standing committees (Community Action Agent Committee; Neighbor~
hood Youth Corps Committee, Budget Committee, Education Committee,
and Personnel Committee) and two members from the groups to be
served chosen by the Board of Directors.

"All of the participating townships and the City of Platts-
burgh were to have a Care Center and a Care Center Ccordinator
with an advisory committee of 10 members compoaed of 40 percent
area residents and members of the groups to be served.

Design of Study

Under the agreement with the Home Economics Division of
the Clinton County Cooperative Extension, an evaluation of the
Family Service Program was 1ndi.cated as an objective of the
proéram. Accordingly, the Office of Extension Studies at Cor-
nell was reduested to conduct such an evaluation in cooperation
with the staff of the Home Economics Division. At the time the
evaluation was initiated two cycles of lessons designed for the
program had been conducted,and plans were being considered for
another series. The evaluation was, therefore, focused on this
third round of lessons. In the first two cycles, five lessons
vere devoted to strictly home economics topics and five lessons
to resource topics. In the third round it was decided to have

1The details of this section dealing with personnel and
organization were derived from the following documents:

Family Service Program--Component IV, Family Service Program--
Component IV, Supplement to Proposal, -and A°Rural Community

Action Program of the Joint Council for Economic Opportunity

for Plattsburgh and Clinton County, New York. The documents
are in the files of the Clinton County Home Economics Division
of Cooperative Externsion,
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seven lessons cn home economics topics and three on resources.
The seven home economics lessons consisted of the folloéing: 1)
Penny Snitchers, 2) Money Saving Meals, 3) Enjoying Your Pre-
schooler, 4) Storage Secrets, 5) Taking the Blues OQut of Laun-~
dering, 6) Budget Ideas for Decorating, 7) Buying Children's
Clothes. The topics for the resource lessons were selected by
the Aides and their participants.

" Purposes of the Study

The study has two major purposes: 1) to ascertain and des~
cribe the socio-economic characteristics of the study-group par-
ticipants and Family Service Aides who sexved as teachers and 2)
to measure the effects of the teaching on those participating

in the study groups.

Methodology

Teating procedures, The participants in the study groups
were given pre~ and post-tests, and the Family Service Aides
who had already been trained for their teaching were given post-
tests before beginning their teaching.. The test that was used
was developed for administration to both the study-groué parti-
cipants and the Family Service Aides (see Appendix A). The same
test was used for both pre~ and post-testing. The former train-
ing consultant (employed as a home economics agent at the time
of developing the test) and the author developed the test., It
was designed so that each of the seven lessons had €rom eight to
12 items. The test was essentially concerned with knowledge and
was an objective type with 38 multiple-choice, 28 true-false,
and two fill-in-blank questions, It was given a limited pre-test
on the basis of which it was put in final form. In calculating
test scores no correction for guessing was attempted.

It was recognized that for both the Family Service Aides
and the women participating in the classes the testing could
constitute a threat to them and be considered a school-type

v
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examination. Conscious and serious--gffort was made to redefine l_
testing. It was ;1n£toduced to the Family Service Aides as a

way for them to find out what they knew about the important as-
pects of the subject matter they were going to teach. After
they were given the test and it.was collected, they were given
the correct answers so they could check on their knowledge before
starting their teaching. In administering the test, which was

- done by the author, the entire test was read even though the

Family Service Aides each had a form to be filled out. This
was done to illustrate the procedure to be followed by them in

:their zdministration of the test. The reading procedure was

considered necessary to take care of any women who might have
reading problems. . o ,

Likewise, the Family Service Aides sought to give a teach-
ing-learning interpretation to the testing. The pre-test for
the participants in the study groups had the following state-

ment on its cover page:

How ich Are We Learning?

Attached are some questions which will indicate to
your teachers how much you already know about the material
you will be taught in the series of lessons in which you

- will participate. This will help your teacher plan future
lessons. It can also help you in your learning by calling
attention to what the teacher considers important. Each
question with its directions for answering will be read to
you. After a question is read, you are asked to answer
according to directions. '

The post-test had this statement on its cover page:

Attached are some questions which will help you check
up on what you have gotten out of the classes you have
been attending. After you have answered the questioms,
your Family Service Aide will review the questions with
you 80 you will have the right answers before your class
is discontinued. This will be a real opportunity to pin
down some specific information that you have considered in
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your class discussion.1
Each question with its directions for answering will

be read to you. After a question is read, you are asked

to answer according to directions.

The post-test was administered to the Family Service Aides
a short time before they started their series of lessons. The
pre-test for the participants was administered at their first
class meeting and the post-test at their last ciass meeting.

Interviewing procedures, ' The Family Sexrvice Aides who were

responsible for recruiting women for €heir study groups were
interviewed by‘the author following their recruitment efforts
and about the time they started their teaching. This interview
had two parts: 1) a taped recording following an outline (see
Apnendix B) and stimulated at a few points by questions from
the interviewer on the experience of each Family Service Aide
in recruiting participants, and 2) obtaining personal charac-
teristics about each Aide by means of a structured schedule
(Appendix C) dealing with marital status, place of residence,
tenure, education, age, family composition, employment (self
and/or husband) , mobility, participation in organizations, in-
come, and how recruited for the position of Family Service Aide.

Since the Family Service Aides were working in pairs, for
reporting on ;ééiuitmen; the names of the women which each pair
had enlisfe& were divided between them and the Aide reported
specifically on her experience with the women assigned to her.
In addition each Aide recorded her general experience in re-
cruiting.2 If the group for a given pair was large, a random
sample was selected and divided between the two so that each
had from two to five  names.

A rather lengthy schedule was developed which the Family

1Follé:wing the completion of her own test each participant was
given a test form on which she could record the correct answers
given by the Family Service Aide.

2This general report also tapped experience which the Aides had
had with the two preceding cycles of lessons.

-,
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Service Aides were asked to use in interviewing the partici-
pants in their classes. This schedule was divided into parts
I and II (see Appendix D). Part I called for the participant's
evaluation of each lesson; evaluation of bulletins, leaflets,
and mimeographs relating to the lessons which were distributed
to the participants; interest of the participant in attending
additional classes; and the participant's more serious homemak-
ing problems. Part II sought information on personal character-
istics similar to those sought from the Family Service Aides
themselves. In addition there was a questiqq seeking ﬁqnfﬂqd
the friendship ties of each participant to others in her stuly
group.1 The Family Service Aides were trained for this inter-
viewing by the author. - '
Other procedures. Each Family Service Aide was asked to
£fill out for each lesson taught a form reporting on that lesson
(see Appendix E). The pairs of Aides were alsb requeéted to
complete a short form reporting in general on their tééching ex-
perience with each group (see Appendix ¥). In addition each
Aide was asked to complete a short form on each participant she
interviewed. On this form she reported what she considered the
woman's major homemaking problem and what help she thought the
woman had,;eceived on this problem as a result of her study-
group experience (see. Appendix D; last pagé of sghe@ule).
‘ A card file of all contacts and taeir participation or non-
participation in the Eamily Service Program had been kept from
the initiation of the program. The information on these cé;ﬂs
was coded for IBM treatment. Emplpyment'records of all Family
Service Aides who had ever worked in the program were optained

for analysis.

1

Since some of the Aides divided their participants. into twb
study groups, the data on friendship ties could not be used
in the study.
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A summary of the research operations of the study follows:

Participants Family
in study Service

Operations groups Aldes

Pre-test on subject matter X
Post-test on subject matter X X
Interviewing

Experience in recruitment X

Characteristics of X X

Relating to lessons and printed

material, etc. X

Reports on ‘each lesson taught prepared _
by Aides : : . X
General report on,each study group
prepared by Aides X
Report on major problem of each
participant X
Employment records . X

Card file--contacts and participation
for three cycles of lessons X

Characteristics of Participants

Place of Residence

The Family Service Program was originally plhnned for oper-
ation in 13 townships and the City of Plattsburgh, but during
this study it was conducted in only eight townships. Ten study
groups, one in each of six townsnips and two in each of two,
were formed shortly after the study was initiated. The partici-
pants in these groups constitute the major population on which

the study focuses.

l‘rhe number of these reports returned were too few for use in
the~rgpor£.




27

- Seventy-one of the women who participated in the classes
or agreed to participate were interviewed by the Family Service
Ai.des.1 These 71 women were distributed among the eight town-
ships as follows: -

Townships Number Percent
Altona 10 : 14
Beekmantown 3 | .o b
Black Brook 4 6
Champlain 12 17
Chazy 3 4. -
Clinton 23 - © 32
Plattsburgh 92 13 ..
Schuyler Falls 1 .__;g":

Total 713 100

Forty percent of the 70 women on whom information was ob-
tained lived in the country but not on a farm, and another 30
percent lived in or near a village of less than 2,500 (Table 1).

Thus, 70 percent of the women came from rural nonfarm places.

Ownership of Dwelling

Of the 68 participants on whom information was obtained 46,
or 68 percent, were from families which owned their dwelling and
22, or 32 percent, from families which rented or occupied their
dwelling rent free. Three of the 46 who were owner families had
a trailer for their dwelling., Fourteen of the owner families
also owned farm land. o

1Four womep who were interviewed agreed to participate but
never attended a class. All of the 71 women were white. The
‘‘eycle of: che.program.which was evaiuated was almost entirely

3con£1ned to.the county's rural population in which 98 percent
(1930) of the females were white. Only 397 of the women in
the rural female population of 23,074 were noa-white in 1960.

2One of these women lived in the City of Plattsburgh.

3According to the records in the office of the Home Economics
Division 101 women attended one or more lessons in the eval-
uation series.

;
7
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Table 1 " -

Number and Percentage Distribution of Participants
According to Place of Residence

Participants
Place of residence Number Percent
On a farm from which get half or more
of income 11 16
On a farm from which get less than half
of income- 6 9
In the country but not on a farm 28 40
In a village less than 2,500 16 23
Near village less than 2,500 5 7
In a villagg over 2,500 -- -
Near village over 2,500 .- --
Near city of Plattsburgh 3 4
In city of Plattsburgh A 1
Total : 70 100

Age of Participants and Their Husbands

The mean age of the 71 participants was 38.5 years (Table 2).
Less than one third (31.1 percent) of the participants were un-
der 30, and just slightly over two fifths were under 35. The
mean age of the women who had husbands was 38.3 years and of
- their husbands, 42.6.

Years of School Completed

The median number of years of school completed by the 70
participants reporting was 9.2 CTab1e~3). Fifteen percent of
the participénts had completed less than eight years. Six per-
cent had completed from one to three years peyond high school.
The husbands of the participants had a median of 8.0 years of

-‘school completed. ' '
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Table 2

Number and Petcentage Distribution of Participants
According to Age -

. Participants
Age Number . Pexcent.

16 - 19 6 8.5°
20 - 24 6 8,5
25 - 29 10 14.1
30 - 34 9 12.7
35 - 39 10 14.1
40 - 44 6 8.5
45 - 49 6 8.5
50 - 54 6 805
55 - 59 5 7.0
60 - 64 3 4.2
65. and over & 5.6

Total 71 100.2
Mean age 38.5

%0ne decimal place used to approximate a total of 100
percent, . . - A

Special Training Received
Of the 70 partiéipantsfreporting 18, or 26 percent, had
recelived speéiél training in addition to that received in public

~ schools or colleges. Of 60 women who had husbands and who re-
ported 15, or 25 percent, indicated their husbands had keceived
special training in addition to that received in public schools
or colleges. The special training which the 18 women had .re-
ceived included business, secretarial, nursing, journalism,
teaching, sewing, first aid, veice, check making and- adding ma-
chine,  file clerk, clerking in store, automobile mechanic, home-
making, government agency training program; and training schpol.1
Por- the 15 husbands it included cooking, television, plumbing,
carpentry, mechanics, automobile repairing, electricity, ‘

1Specif:lc training was not given.

Q
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Table 3

Number and Percentage Distribution of Particjpants’
According to Years of Schooling

- L 2 rd

Years of . . : . Participants
schooling” : Number Percent
2 1 1
4 1 1
5 1 1
6 2 3
8 20 29
9 6 9
10 11 16
11 5 7
12 12 17
13. 3 4
15 1 1
i7 1 1
Total 70 99°
C s S
Median years of schooling 9.2

9rotal is less than 100 percent because of rounding.

PPV

appliance repairing, furnace work, circulation manager, service-
man (not specified), stationary engineering, job training at pa-
per mill, language (French), and government agency training pro-

1
gram. ‘ -3 w7

Family and Household Composition.

Of the 71 respondents 61, or'86 percent, were married and
living with their husbands; seven,.or 10 percent were widowed,
divorced, or separated; and three, or four percent, were single.
The mean size of family of the 71 women was 5.0 persons (Table 4).
Nearly one fifth (19 percent) of the women reported from eight
to 12 persons in the family. 'On the other hand 23 percent of

1Specific training was not given.

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

ERIC _ o



31

- Table 4

Number and Percentage Distribution of Participants
According to Total Number in Family

Number in Participants

family Number Percent
1 4 6
2 - 12 . 17
3 10 14
4 9 13
S 8 11
6 9 13
. 5 7
8 5 7
. 9. 1 1
10 4 6
 § S -3 4
12 . A ol
Total 71 100

Mean number in family ' 5.0

the women were in families consisting of on. or two persons.
-, The meen number of children living at home in the families
of "the women who had been married vas 3.:3,‘ and "the mean number
living away from home was approximately one. The average (mean)
number of all living children was 4.4.1 Of the 225 {:h:l.'ldren'
1iving at home, 29 percent were in the age group 10 - 14, 28
percent in the age group 5 - 9, 23 percent in the age gt"p’up‘ un-
der 5, 17 percent in the 15 - 19 age group, and éfxree percent
in the 20 and over group. Thus 80 percent of the children 1iv-
at home were in the broad age group, 14 and under.
The mean number of persons per household (includes immed-
- fate family, other relatives and -nonrelatives sharing room and

1411 68 women who wvere eligible gave information on children
living at home. The number of women reporting on children liv-

ing away from home was 64 (four women gave no information).
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board) was 5.5 compared to 5.0 persons per family. Tqn, or 14
percent, of the 71 women were living.in- households that had
other relatives present and four, 'or ‘si:i""percent of them were
1iving in households that had nonrelatives present.

Exployment - of Particigantgfgﬁd Their Husbands - -

0f the 70 women reporting 19, or 27 percent, were employed
part- or full-time, Eleven, or 16 percent, were eiuployed by
someone; §even, or 10 percent, were self-employed,.and one, Or
one percent, was both employed by someone and self-employed.
Thirteen of the 18 who were employed and on whom information
was obtained were either service workers (10) or laborers (3).

Of the 59 women who:had husbands and who reported, 14, or
24 percent, indicated their husbands were unemployed (Table 5).1
Table 5 .

Number and Percentage Distribution of Particiﬁéﬁts
According to Principal Occupation of Husbands

Participants

Occugation of husbands " " Number  Percent

Professional and technical 0 0
Managers, officials and proprietors 4 "7
Clerical workers . 1 2
Sales workers ' 0 0
Craftsmen and foremen oL 6 10
Operatives ‘ 10 17
Service workers h 3 5
Laborers - ' ' 11 18
Farmers ' 10 17
Unemployed L 24

- Total y o _ o 59 100
1

Of the 14 unemployed husbands 12 had wives who were unemployed,
one had a wife who worked full-time, and one had a wife who
worked part-time :
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Eighteen percent of the husbands of these 59 women were laborers,
17 percent, farmers, 17 percent, operatives' and 10 percent,
craftsmen and foremen. The few remaining ones were scattered
over three occupational classes, i. e., managers, officials and
proprietors; service .workers; and clerical workers. No husband
was in the professional or technical class. Six husbands had
two jobs.

Mobility

The mobility of the women (60) since they were married aver-
aged about three tenths of a move per year. The range, however,
was wide, i, e., from no moves to two and three tenths per year.
Twenty-seven percent of the women had never moved.. As high as
13 percent: had moved from 1.0 to 2.3 times per year. However,
these were women who had been married only a few ye:aré, whereas
those who had moved a iesser number of times per year were women
who had been married a number of years. Those who had moves
from 1.0 to 2.3 times per year had been married on the average
for 7.0 years, while those who had made no moves had been mar-
riad on the average 23.2 years and those making- from ,02 to .09
moves per year had been married on the average 24,3 years.

The mean number of years which the 63 women ever. married
who reported had lived in their present dwelling was 12.0.
Ninetesn, or 30 percent, of the 63 women liad lived one year or
less in their present dwelling and 27, 43 percent, had lived
in their present abode five years or less. On the other hand,
13, or 21 percent had lived in their present dwell:lng, 20 years
or more and 31, or 49 percent, had lived in their present dwel-
ling 10 or more years. Again, however, number of years married
is an 1mportant factor in this index of mobility as the extremes
of length of marriage show, Thus, for the 13 who had lived
in their present dwelling 20 or more years, the mean number of
years married was 34.6 years, while for the 26 who had l1ived in
their present home five years or .less and who reported the mean
number of years ‘married was 12.4,-

-«-vc " i ———
e . ” L ‘ :,
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Net Income of Family

The participants were asked to estimate their total family
net income for 1966. This income was defined as income after
‘farm or business expenses were deducted and ﬁﬁs to include in-
come of wife, hﬁsband, and other wombers of thg iﬁmediate fam-
ily (children) living at home. The median estimated income for
the 61 families reporting was $4,023 (Table 6).. Five, or eight

Table 6

Number and Percentage Distribution of Participants
According to Total Family Net Income: 1966

Total estimated Participants '
family net income Numbex Percent
Less than 1,000 5 8
1,000 - 1,499 3 5
1,500 -~ 1,999 4 6
2,000 - 2,499 3 5
2,500 -~ 2,999 8 13
3,000 - 3,499 2 3
3,500 - 3,999 5 8
4,000 - 4,499 11 18
4,500 - 4,999 1 2
5,000 - 5,499 6 10
5,500 - 5,999 5 8
6,000 - 6,499 1 2
6,500 - 6,999 4 6
7,000 - 7,499 1 2
7,500 - 9,499 0 0:
9,500 - 9,999 1 2
10,000+ ‘ A 2
Total 612 100
Median income $4023

Yrhree participants in the same family were counted only
once.,

lrwo women who received their support from the public welfare
program gave no information on their incomes. In addition
six others gave no income estimates. The extent to which wel-
fare payments were a part of the incomes reported is unknown.

ERIC
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percent, of the 61 families had incomes of less than $1,000 and
15, or 24 percent, had under $2,500. Eight, or 14 percent, hac
estimated incomes of $6,000 and over. Thus, while the average
(median) family net income was low, there were in the study
groups a number of. women whose.eatimateéd ‘family.incomes were
somewhat abﬁve the average (median) of $4023.

Formal Particigaéion Score

This score is the sum of the number of formal organiza-
tions to which one belongs plus three for each office held.
The mean score for the 66 women reporting on organizational mem-
bership and leadership was 1.1 (Table 7). Twentj-nine, or 43

Table 7

Number and Percentage Distribution of Participants .
According to Participation Score

Participation Participants

Score Number Percent

0 29 43

I S 21 31
2 10 15
3 2 3
B} 4 - .0 .-
5 1 2
6 1 "1
7 0 .-
8 1 2
5 1 2
‘Total T 66 100

‘' '‘Mean participation score '
(including.0's) , 1.1

percent, of the 66 women belonged to no organization: -Another
21, or 31 percent, belonged to only one organization, and held
no office. In fact, the 12, oxr 18 percent, who had participa-
tion scores of two or three corid not have held offices but

ERIC ™

Full Tt Provided by ERIC. - ™



36

were members only.
The number of women according to the organizations to
which they belonged is given below:

Number
Organization belongin
(N = 37)
Church 28
Altar and Rosary Society 13
Catholic Daughters 1
Church Mothers®' Club 1
Ladies of St. Anne 1
PTA 2
Teachers® Association 1
Home Demonstration 1
4-H Leaders' Council 1
Gold Star Mothers 1
Legion Auxiliary 1
Fireman's Auxiliary 1

Memberships were obviously concentrated in religious organ-
izations. '

Evaluation of Teaching

General Reaction to Study Groups

The participants were asked by the Family Service Aides
when the latter interviewed them whether or not they looked
forwaxd to attending class meetings. Since the interviewers
were also the teachers of the interviewees, it would be expected
that only the most critical ones would respond negatively to
this question. Ninety-four percent of the 67 women who answered
the question indicated that they looked forward to class meet-
ings. At least the women weze well enough satisfied with the
classes so that few of them were ready to give a negative an-
swer to the question.

Of the 67 women who indicated that they looked forward to
the classes 60 stated why they had done so. The tabulation

%
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below presents the categories into which their answers were -
classified:

Reasons for looking forward to classes Percent
Meet other women, exchange ideas, and v

learn new things = = . _ 35
Learn something, new ideas _ .“e - 26
Interesting, enjoyable, meet people T ¢
'Fun and lesrning , . o .15
Learn English, meet people, and learn _ _: |
better ways of homemaking G-
Curiosity as to why boss asked me T )
to attend * —
. Total 100

Aé'hiéh és 81 percent of the women mentioned learning
as one of their reasons for lookisn ng forward to the classes and
57 percent referred to meeting others, Ihus, ;earnigg and so-
giﬁ_.lisx,seemed to have been 1m;ortant motivationa for atten-
dance. j : ‘ e ‘
Two other questions which the women were asked can be inter-
preted as reflecting their approval of their experience in the
study groups without the answer invoiving an awkward situation
with their interviewers. When. asked which of a list of 14 sub-
jecté“pléénepigggggffor write igg”gheyiﬁqqu like to have a
class on, 69 of the 71 interviewed:checked (or wrote in) at
least _one topic., When asked a further question. designed to.
test how much effort they would exert, namely, "If you. checked
one or more or wrote in other for the question on topics would
like to have classes on, would . you gttend ‘the class or: elasses
if neither traneg_rtation nor child care (babyaitting) ‘are pro-
vided?" - Forty-nine percent, almost half, of the 64 who answered
the question indicated they would e:tend if neither of the ser=.
vices were provided, . )
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Rat of Specific Home Economics Lessons1

1f very helpful is taken as the level of rating which is
indicative of real appreciation of the home economics lessons
taught, the percentages of the women (attending and rating) who
rated the lessons very helpful ranged from 63 to 84 for the

seven lessons. Money Saving Meals led the list with 84 percent

rating it very helpful. Enjoying Your Pre-schooler and Buying
Childrens® Clothing were at the bottom of the list with each

rated very helpful by 63 percent of the women. The seven les-

sons are arrayed from highest to lowest percent rating them
very helpful in the tabulation below:2

Percent

L congsidering

Lessoms =~ very helpful
Money Saving Meals (N = 49) 84
Penny Snitchers (N = 47) 83
Storage Secrets (N = 40) 82
Budget Ideas for Decorating (N = 44) 71
Taking the Blues Qut of Laundering (N = 45) 71
. Enjoying Your Pre-schovler (N = 30) . 63
Buying Children's Clothing (¥ = 44) 63

1CIOse examination of the information available indicates that
some of the interviewees who had participated in one or both
of the preceding series of lessons may have sometimes reported
on lessons attended in those series cf lessoms.
?Attendance for the seven lessons varied considerably. Because
of numerous factors that may have influenced attendance, it
can hardly be considered indicative of importance attached to
particular topics. As a matter, however, of information the
following tabulation on attendance as reported in the inter-
views conducted by the Family Service Aides ie presented:

Percent .

Lessons attendance
Money Saving Meals (N = 67) 73
Taking the Blues Out of Laundering (N = 65) 69
Budget Ideas for Decorating (N = 65) 68
Penny Snitchers (N = 69) 68
Buying Children's Clothing (N = 68) 65
Storage Secrets (N = 66) 61
Enjoying Your Pre-schooler (N = 65) 46

ER&C
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The qualitative ratings of the lessons were reduced to a
score with very heipful = 2, some help = 1, and not at all help-
[ - | ful = 0. A percent score for the liome economics lessons plus

resource lessons was calculated for each interviewee. This per-
cent score was obtained by summing the numexrical values of the

ratings for lessons attended, dividing by the maximum score for

these lessons (which was 2 x the lessons attended) and multi-

_ plying by 100. The mean percent score for lessons attended was
86 (’ra‘blve 8). The women were very generous in their ratings.
Forty-seven percent gave ratings of 100. Only two women rated
the lessons 20 percent or less. Undc;ubtedly,’the ratings -were
somewhat influenced by the fact that the FSA's who did the
teaching also interviewed those whom they taught, It was rec-
ognized that this would occur but ‘it was felt that for the inter-
viewing to be carried out without negatively affecting the par-
ticipants, the FSA's were the only ones who could do it.

Table 8

Number and Percentage Distribution o%'.Participants
According to Percent Rating Score for All lLessons
(Both Home Eccnomics and Resource) Attended

Percent rating

" score for ' B Participants
all lessons Number Percent
--- 20 and under . 2 3
50 - 59 6 9
60 - 69 1 . 2
70 - 79 8 12
80 - 89 11 16
90 - 99 7 11
o0 © 31 ]
" Total 66 100
Mean percent rating score 86
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At ti- time of its evaluation the Pamily Service Program
included in addition to the seven home economics lessons oppor-
tunity for three {usually) or more resource lessons. The re-
source lessons reported by the interviewees with indication of
numbers attending are listed below for the eight classes which
were conducted during the period of evaluation:

Number
attending
Township in ‘ of those
which held Resource lesson interviewed

Altona Mouth-to-mouth breathing 5
Trade school 4

Beekmantown You 23 a Very Important Person 2
Champlain . Lawyer 3
School nurse 5

Trade school 5

Clinton Christmas slides 16
Credit 2

Safety driving 7

Trade school 1

Plattsburgh Mouth-to-mouth breathing 3
(Township) Trade school 1
Schuyler Falls  Sewing 2
Trade school 2

Chazy Had no resource lessons -
Biack Brook Had no rescurce lessons -
Total attendances 58

Forty-two different women reported attending one or more
of the resource lessons. Altogether they reported 58 attendances.
vor 48 nf these attendances, evaluation as to helpfulness of the

resource lessons was given as follows:

Very Some Not at all
Resource lesson : helpful help _helpful

Christmas slides 15 1 -
Trade school 9 - 1
Mouth-to-mouth breathing 6 - -
Safety driving ' 5 1 -
School nurse 5 - -
Lawyer 2 - 1
Credit 1 - -
You as a Very Important Person 1 - -

44 2 2

—} Total

A L o S JEp— — .
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The foregoing tabulation reflects a high degree of satis-
faction with most of the resource sessions.

Utilization of Knowledge

“In the interviews of the participants by ‘the Family Ser~
vice Aides at the end of the seties of lessona, an attempt was
made to "ascertain what idea that was especially helpful was
gotten from specific lessons as well as vhat use had been made
of the idea. The answers recorded in the schedules may reflect
the interviewer 8 ability to secure this kind of information
rather than what had actually occurred in the thinking and be-
havior of the participants. It was thought, however, that if
some indication was made concerning the use of an idea that
this could be taken as a partial indication of influence on be-
"havior. The tabulation below lists the Beven‘lesaons in'rank
order according to percent of partieipanta who indicated some
use of an idea: o '

"Percent

Lessons ‘ - using idea
Money Saving Meals (N = 43) 68
Penny Suitchers (N = 44) . 6L
Enjoying Your Pre-scheoler (N =~ 27) 56
Budget Ideas for Decorating (N = 40) . 55
Storage Secrets (N = .38) . .53
Taking the Blues Out of Laundering (N = 42) .. 50
Buying Children's Clothing (N = 40) - 42

The N's in the tabulation are the numbers of participants
reporting on ideas gotten and their use. The difference between
these N's and the 71 women interviewed is the result of deduc-
ting those not attending the lesson and not giving information.
It is possible that some of those giving no information did so
because of the nonapplicability of the ideas to their imhediate
situations. :° o y L ‘.
For six of the seven- lessons 50 percent or. more‘of the éomp

en cldimed they had used some idea gotten fro:n the lessone. The
lesson on Money Saving Mealedwas in first and Pennx Snitchers

ST
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in second position with 68 percent indicating they had used
some idea gotten from the first lesson and 61 percent from the
second. There is some consistency of the reported use of the
especially helpful idea and the participants' ratings of help-
fulness of lessons. Thus, Money Saving Meals was rated very
helpful by 84 percent of 49 women and Penny Snitchers, by 83
percent of 47 'women. However, this perfect rank agreement with
helpfulness ratings exists for only one other 'of i:he seven les-
sons, namely, Buying Children's Clothing.

o ‘Below are listed for each lesson the different kinds of
uses which the participants indicated they had made of espe-
clally helpful ideas which they had learned: -

: Number of
Money Saving Meals participants
l. Used new money saving recipes 8
2. Made and used master mix 6
3. Found way to use surplus foods 4
4. Used no-bake cookies 4
5. Made or used foods not customarily used 3
6. Stretched budget 2
7. Do not use hands in mixing 2
Total 29
Penny Snitchers B
1. Used store brards ° - "9
2, Saved money on shopping by following
_ideas of how to get more for your
‘money : 6 -
3. Read labels and checked contents 5
4, ~ Checked prices more closely 3
5. Made grocery shopping list 2
6. Menu and budget (for soups and salads) 2
Total 27
Enjoying Your Pre-schooler
1. Made, used, and/or enjoyed play dough 8
K 2. Made play dough and played with
. ' aducational toys or made play dough
and finger paints ' 2
3. Eanjoyed child more, helped child to help
himself, played with and tglked to |,
child, let child help with dishes or
sweep ' 4
4., Prepared good place for toys "
Total . 15

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Budget Ideas for Decorating

1.
2,
3.

4.
J.
6.

7.

Made pillow and/or cover

Covered boxes

Made several items--pillow, slip cover,
wall pictures and/or covered box

Made pictures for wall ‘

Made platters

Help in decorating rooms and matching
colors

Miscellaneous--ideas are practical made
most of what's on hand or bargains

Total

Storage Secrets

1.

2.
3.

4o
3.

Miscellaneous storage ideas used--boxes

' for storage, extra space for toys,
pleces of wood to fix thingz up, peg
board , |

Used new ideas for storage--space saving

Used ideas for storage of dishes &nd
utensils

Used step shelves

Used ideas for storage of clothes

Total

Taking the Blues Out of Laund=ring

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.
6.

Used ideas for removing spots and stains

Used ideas for sorting clethes

Used ideas for removing stains and
buying detergents

Miscellaneous~--used softener, used
hotter water, saved on wear and tear
of clothes

Bought detergents (difference between
detergent and mild soap)

Use of ideas resulted in cleaner clothes

Total -

Number of
~ participants

2
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Number of
Buying Children's Clothing participants
_ 1. Applied better knowledge when buying
children's clothing--check carefully 5
2. Bought children's clothes by size not
age for proper fit 4
3. Bought children's socks which are -cotton,
well made, and larger than foot 3
4. Miscellaneous--bought clothes easy to
care for, long lasting, and guided by
money saving 3
5. Used ideas in shopping class or in
buying own clothes 2
Total 17

While these lists do not fully identify behavior, they
provide some indication of the uses made of ideas which the
participants had gotten from their classes. If the most fre-
quently mentioned use from each lesson is selected for emphasis,
the following list results:

Number
Use made of ideas mentioning
Used new money saviug recipes _ 8
Used store brands o 9
4 Made, used and/or enjoyed play dough 8

Made pillow and/or cover - 7
Miscellaneous storage idess used--boxes for

storage,extra space for toys, pleces of wood

to fix things up, peg board 5
Used ideas for removing spots and stains 8
Appliel better knowledge when buying children's

clothing-=-check carefully ‘ 5

Thus there are a number of ideas which are getting through
to several vomen so that they really seem to be making use of
the concepts which they are learning in the classes.

Reactions to Piblications

Each participant was to be given 18 different publications,
i.e,; bulletins, leaflets, and mimeographs. As each of these

ERIC
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publications: wag shown them, the participants were asked when

interviewed by the Family Service Aides if they recalled re-

ceiving it., In the following tabulation the publications -are
- ,‘???Y¢¢ from highest to lowest percent of those reporting who

eould:not recall receiving them,

Ll

Percent
who could
- \ . not: recall
Name of publication . - - receiving
What You Should Know About Your ' B
Child's Foot. Health - (N=b4) fl
Recipe sheet-éﬂsking Finger Paints =~ = (N=66) 53
Recipe sheet--Msking Play Dough ; (N=66) 51 -
Storage Here "and There " (N=67) 51
Your Child from'l to 3 . R © (N%66) 51
A Frame for Your Picture ‘(N=66) - 50
I Wonder What My Parents Know About .
Feet ’ (N=64) 44
A Picture for Your Room (N=66) 42
, Pillows Large and Small (N=69) 41
“f Alice Hill Buys.Cindy a Dress (N=65) =~ 40
Betty Learns Alfce 8 Storage Secrets . (N=67) . ~ . 40
Betty Saves Modey on Canned Foods " (N=70) - 37
- Buying by Size Not Age (N=65) 37
~ Removing Stains from Fabrics (N=69) "~ 36
Betty Saves Money by Shopping Once . o
"~ 'a Week (N=70) ' 34
Money Saving Main-Dishes . 1 (Nw70) 30
Surplus Food Recipes .. . (u=70) 29
Betty Learns About Detergents - (Nh68) 28

-

: This rsnge of percentages for those who could not recsll
reeeiving the publications was . from 28 for Bettz Learns About
Detergents to 61 for What Ybu Should Know About Ybur Child's

i Zggg_ﬂgglgh,l It is interesting, however, that the seven pub-
lications which less than 40 percent did not recsll receiving
are ones whieh would appear to have an jmportant besring on the
needs of the participants and hence the ones that a gpod msjor-
ity of them remembered receiving.

t

1It .13 possible that  thése percentages may.reflect in part

poor distribution arising from irregular attendance or fail-
ure to be made aware of the publiestions becsuse of irregular
attendance, ' . : o
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The tabulation that follows gives the percent of partici-
pants who recalled receiving the publications and who reported
having. read all of each:

Percent
: . reading
Name of publication all
Betty Learns Alice's Storage Secrets {N=37) 89
Betty Learns About Detergents {N=46) 87
Betty Saves Money by Shopping Once a Week (N=43) 86
Surpliis RPood Recipes Ww=41) 86
Alice Hill Buys Cindy a Dress  (N=35) 85
Recipe sheet--Making Play Dough - (11=31) 84
Buying by Size Not Age (N=37) 81
Betty Saves Money on Canned Foods (N=39) - 79
Recipe sheet--Making Finger Paints (N=29) 76
I Wonder What My Parents Know About Feet (N=32) 75
What You Should Know About Your Child's
Foot Health (N=24) 75
Your Child from 1 to 3 (N=33) 70
Pillows Large and Small {N=37) 68
Storage Here and There (N=30) 64
Money Saving Main Dishes (N=43) 58
Removing Stains from Fabrics (N=42) 50
A PFrame for Your Picture ' (N=28) 43
A Picture for Your Room (N=35) 43

According to this tabulation for 13 of the 18 publications
over two thirds of the participants who recalled receiving them
said they had read the entire publ..ation. Eighty-nine percent
reported reading all of Betty Learns Alice's Storage Secrets.
However, less than hzlf, 43 percent for each had read A Picture
for Your Room and A Frame for Your Picture. ‘

For each of the 18 publications 90 percent or more of those
who had read all, part or glanced through it couid remember some-
thing about its contents, .

" Those who claimed they had read all, part, or glanced
‘through the various publications were asked to state what they
remembered about each. Below are listed the publications, and
under each are categories of statements of what remembered.
On1Y‘those cctegories are listed which had 25 percent or more
Bf'ghe partiéipaqts stating they remembered something’that'
could be classified under the categories.
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Percent

Publications and categories of ideas remembered renembering

Betty Saves Money by Shopping Once a Week (N=40)
Save money and time by shopping once a .-
week 60
Betty Saves Money on Canned Foods (N=35)

Cheaper to buy store brands than name
brands 54

Money Saving Main Dishes (N=35)
Liked the recipes, idzas, and menu - _

suggestions in bulletin (or cook book) - 37
Surplus Food Recipes (N=37) o -
How to make the master mix . . . - 32

. el

Your Child from 1 to 3 (N=24)
How to care for or cope with pre-school

children 2 ' 33 -
Specific suggestions for caring for pre- , :
.8chool child : 25
" Recipe sheet-- Making Play Dough (N=28)
—. - How: to make play dough ' . 1

Recipe sheet--Making Finger Paints (N=19)

How to make finger paints with materials

.. You have in house o 58
Betty Learns Alice's Storage Secret (N=35)
* Use of step shelves and peg board ' 25

Betty Learns About Detergents (N=45)
.. Check price of detergencs--middle size

may be best’ buy 38

Removing Stains ‘from Fabrics “(N=38)
How to remove different stains fron
, clothes = . . . , 33
A Picture for Your Room (N=31)
“Cut out pictures from magazines, bocks,
-"c8lendars, or Christmas cards - . 36

A Frame for Your Picture .(N=25) - -

How to frame pictures with boxes and box .

covers 56
Pillows Large and Small (N=33)
How to make pillows fo SR 7
How to ‘make pillow covers - “ 30
Storage Here and There (N-ZS) ‘ ‘
- How to store different things - ‘ | - 36
- . How to cover boxes to use for storagz 28

4 ’
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: _ Percent
Publications and categorie; of ideas rewembered remembering

Buying by {ize Not A;e (N=34) -
ize not by -

Buying children's clothes by s
age 47

Alice Hill Buys Cindy a Dress (N=33) ' Y

Food
&

Buy simple dresses rather than fancy, buy - i
easy to care for, practical and comfor- - N
table ones 40

1 Wonder What My Parents Know About My Feet (N=23)'
Buy shoes large enough for feet to have.
space to grow 27
Shoes should be % size larger than foot ° 27 -
Children's feet do not stop growing urtil
20 years of age : 27

What You Should Rnow About Your Child's

Health (N=20) , L
Each child should be checked once a year _
by a foot doctor " 60

- Tldterviewing.to oﬂfain atateﬁéqts :hht)ﬁiéfcodéteéé*and ‘
significant in answer to the question, "What do you remember
about a publication?" is difficult. Some of tae answers re-
co.:ded were little more than a ;epetitioﬁ of the title of thg
publication or so gemeral they hardly indicate anything very
important. On the other hand some of the ideas remembered -
were important, such as, cheaper to buy store brands than name
brands; how to make the master mix; specific suggestions for
caring for pre-school child; how t; make plaﬁ do&gu; !EﬁLJ!Z

make finger paints with materials you have in the house; cut
out pictures from magazines, books, calendars, or Christmas
cards; how to frame pictures with boxes and box covers; buy

‘1

tical, and comfortable ones.

Pre- and Post-testing of Kaowledge of Participants

A tezst consisting of §8 items was developed for use in
pre-.and post-tzsting of the participants on the subject mat-

ter of the sevzn home ecoromics lessons. This same test was
also used as post-iecat for the Family Service Aides who had
already been trained before the evaluation study was initiated

ERIC
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Percent

Publications and categories of ideas remembered  remembering
Buying by Size Not Ag (N=34)

Buying children‘s clothes by gize not by - .
age 47

Alice Hill Buys Cindy a Dress (N=33) o . Y-
Buy simple dresses rather than fancy, buy

easy to care for, practical and comfor- -
table ones 40

I Wonder What My Parents Know About My Feet (N=33)
Buy shoes large enough for feet to have ‘

syace to grow 27
Shoes should be % size larger than foot - 27 -
Children's feet do not stop growing ‘until

20 years of &ge 27
What You Should Know About Your Child's Foot '
Health (N=20)

Esch child should be checked once a yesr

by a foot doctor : 60

- Idtexrviewing. to obtain atstesbncs thst.iféfboséféfélsnd '
significant in answer to the question, "What do you remember.
about a puvlication?" is difficult, Somé of the answers re-
corded were little more than a repetition of the title of the
publication or o general they hardly indicate snytbing very
important. On the other hand some of the ideas remembered -
were important, such as, cheaper to buy store brands than name
brands, how to make the master mix°__pecific suggestions for
caring for pre-school child; how to make play doqg_, how to

make finger paints with materials you have in the house, cut
out pictures from magazi.nes,i ‘booksI calendars, or Christmas

cardg; how to frame gictures with boxes ard box covsrs, buy
simple dresses rather than fancy, buy easz to care for, prac-

tical, and comfortable ones.

Pre- avd Post-testing of Knowledge of Participants

A test consisting of 68 items was developed for use in
pre-.ard post-testing of the participants on the subject mat-
ter sf the seven home economics lessons. Thic same test was
also used as post-test for the Family Service Aides who had
already been trained before the evaluation study was initiated

[R&C‘
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and hence could not be pre-tested. As noted earlier, the test
was an objective one with true-false, multiple-choice and fill-
in-bianks answers called for. The number of questions appli-
cable to each of the seven home economics lessons varied from
eight to 12, The segregation of the questions by lessons made
it possible to calculate scores for persons who attended some
lessons but were absent from others. -

Both pre- and post-tests were chtained from 32 ¢f the par-
ticipants.1 A pre- and post-test score was calculated for each
of these éarticipahts irrespective of their attendance. Since
the lesson sessions were discussion groups, it was thought that
a wide range of subject matter might be covered and it would
not be entiéely misleading to present a total score for both
the pre- and post-tests. ' l _

The mean percent score including all items in the test for
the 32 participants oa the pre-test was 71.8 and on the post-
test was 82.1, a gain of 10.3 percent points (Table 9) This
difference between the two mean scores when tested was signi-
ficant at .0005 (one-tail test) or .001 (two-tail test).z On
the pre-test the scores ranged from 39 to 89, while on the post-
test the range was from 43 to 97. On the pre-test 34 percent
of the participants had percent scores under 70 but on the post-
test only 12 percent had scores under 70, While on the pre-
test no one had a score in the 90 - 99 percent category, on the
.post-test 25 percent fall in this category.

Fifteen percent of the 32 made gains in percent points from

1The Family Service Aides were instructed not to mention to the
participants that a post-test would be given at the end of the
series of lessons. There is no way of knowing how well these
instructions were followed. All of the 32 participants from
whom both pre- and post-tests were obtained were .among the par-
ticipants who were interviewed by the Aides at the end of the
series of lessons.

21n the study .05 was chosen as the probability level for indi-
cating significance. With the exception of the data presented
in footnote 1, page 50 (see Appendix G for formula) the mean
differences in the study were tested by the following formula:

t =M
x“d
] N(N-1)

ER&C - ‘ "“':
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Table 9

Number and Percentage Distribution of 32 Participants
: Taking Both Pre- and Post-tests
According to Percent Scores on All Test Items

2ercent Pre-test .Pogt-test

score Number  Percent Number  Percent

30 - 39 1 3 0 -

40 - 49 1 3 1 3

50 - 59 4 12 0 -

60 - 69 S 16 3 9

70 - 79 12 38 7 22

80 - 89 9 28 13 41

-9 _0 _- 8 2
Total 32 1¢0 32 100

Mean percent score 71.8 82.1

P for t of mean difference < .00L (two-tail test)
<:.0005 (one-tail test)

the pre- to post-test ranging from 21 to 48 points. Only two
participants made less, -4 percent points each on the post-test
compared to the pte-teat.1 '

A more conservative but perhaps more accurate approach to
analyzing the pre- and post-test scores of the participants was
to calculate a percent score for only thcse lessons which’ each
one reported having attended. The pre- and post-test pvercent
scores as thus calculated are presented in Table 10. The mean
pre-test score was 70,5 and the mean post-test score, 82.0.
The mean number of percent points of gain was 11.5. The dif-
ference between the two mean scores was significant at .0005
(one-tail test) or .001 (two-tail test). Thirty-nine percent
of the 31 participants who indicated that they attended one or

lActually pre-tests were obtained from 60 participants and post-
tests from 45. The mean percent score on the pre-test for the
60 was 66.9 and on the post-test for the 45, 80.8. The differ-
ernce between the two means was significant at less than ,001
(see Appendix G, Table 1 for distribution). :

ERIC
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Table 10 -

- Number and Percentage Distribution of 31 Participants
Taking Both Pre- and Post-tests According to Percent Scores
on Test Items for Lessons Attended

Percent - Pre-test - ____Post-test

score - Number Percent Number Percent
30 - 39 0 -- 0 .-
40 - 49 3 10 1 3
50 - 59 4 13 1 3
60 - 69 5 16 2 6
70 - 79 12 39 6 -20
80 - 89 S 16 12 39
90 - 99 1 3 8 26
100 1. _3 1 _3
Total 31 100 32 100
Mean percent score 70.5 82.0

P for t of mean difference < .001 (two-tail test)
< .0005 (one-tail test)

%ne of the 32 with both pre- and post-tests did not indi-
cate that she attended any classes and hence she has been
omitted from these data,

more classes had percent scores on the pre-test which were under
70, but this’was true for only 12 percent of the participants
.on the post-test. - On the other hand, while only six percené of
the women had pre-score percentages in the 90 to 100 category,
29 percent fell in this category on the post-test. Fifteen per-
cent of the 31 participants gained from 21 to 48 percent points,
Three lost percent points, i. e., ~1, -2, and -8 points, on the
post- compared to the pre-test,

The knowledge test consisted of 68 items four of which of-
fered opportunities for three correct answers each, ?hus the
test could be said to cdntain 76 items and- this is the number
used in this discussion of test items. Gains in frequencies
(or percentages) of those having correct answers on the post-
test compared to those having correct answers on the'pre-test
that were significant at .05 or less level (one-tail test)

ER&C
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occurred for the following 14 items:

Probability
of
No. Number and Differ- difference
of percent giving ences occurring
item correct answer between by
in _ Pre-test Post-test _tests ‘chance 4
test Item No. %2 No. _% No. % (one-tail)
1 A storage device which can

11

14

29

i3

36

39a

ERIC™

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

be used to improvi storage
of dishes (N=25) 13 52 19 76 6 24 £ .025

The prepared food which is
less expensive to buy than

it is to make (N=24) 13 54 19 79 6 25 £ .05
The method of putting a

cuff on a sock (N=22) 15 68 20 91 5 23 < .05
Liquids in which rice can '

be cooked (N=23) 11 48 21 .91 10 43 £.005 -

Whether or not muted col-

ors provide a satisfac-

tory background for a

room (N=25) 14 56 23 92 9 36 < .01

The person a seven year
old girl likes to copy in
her dress (N=22) 13 59 19 86 6 27 £.05

The age at which a child's
foot is fully developed

(N=22) 13 59 19 8 6 27 <.025
For which meals rice is a

good food (N=23) 16 70 21 91 - 5 21 <£.05
The three aspects any

color has--hue (N=25) 2 8 15 60 13 52 < .0005

Lyested by the following formulas

Xz = (/A - bl - 1)2, Psychological Statistics by Quinn McNemar,
- A+D

(New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1949), p. 207. For the

application of this formula those participants who are included

must have taken both the pre- and post-test.

21‘he N's for these items vary because for each individual oml;
those test items relating to the classes which she attended
were used.
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L o Probability
N "~ ef
No. ‘ Number and Differ- difference
of . percent giving ences occurring
item - correct znswer between - by
in ' Pre-tect Post-test tests chance
test Item No. %2 No. _% No._ % [(ore-tail)
43 Method for removing spots
and stains when washing . e
(8=23) , 16 70 21 91 5 21 & +05
45 From what shortening can . :
be made (N=23) 14 61 20 87 6 26 £ .025

51 Whether or not a stain is .

removed by working from . AP
inside of garment (N=23) 14 61 21 91 7 30 < .05

63 A requirement for trim on - .
children's clothing (N=22) 13 59 19 86 6 27 £ .025

68b The three items recom-
mended for removing grease

stains--Carbona (N=23) 9 39 18 78 9 39 L .01

These 14 items are the ones which reflect the significant
learning of the participants. On the pre-test 9. of the 14 items
were answered correctly by less than 60 percent of the partici-
pants but only two of them were answered correctly by a percent
that was under 40. The list provides those concérned with the '
subject matter of the program with an opportunity to conasider
whether these kinds of knowledge are the ones which are of first
importance for the learners.

The thirty test items on which there was no or little (gain
oZ 1 or loss of 1 in number) ctiange in correct answers are listed

below:
No Change in Correct Answers _

No. Number and
of : percent giving
item . correct answey
in - Pre-test Post-test
test Iten No. 2 No. _%
16 Whether of not stockings should Y

fit snugly (N=22) 7 32 7 32

17¢ The three basic ways to sort :
clothes for laundering--soil (N=23) 9 39 9 39

©
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No.
of
item

test
19
30

38

40

42

44

49

" 55

59

60

No.
of
item
in
test

e e i e i+ e

Number and
percent giving
correct answer

Pre~test Post-test

Item ' No. % No. _%
What oleo is made from (N=23) 22 96 22 96

Whether or not the real effects
of play on grown-ups and children

are the same (N=25)- 14 56 14 56
How one determines temperature of
wash water (N=23) 23 100 23 100

Whether or not children should
have a specific place for their

toys (N=25) 25 100 25 100
A criterion for selecting a grow- T
ing girl's dress (N=22) 22 100 22 1900
Whether or not a large amount of o
color is restful (N=25) 19°° 76 19 76

Whether or not rolled wheat may

be used in sume way ss rolled
oats (N=23) 23 100 23 100

Whether or not the large economy
box of detergent may be more

expensive (N=23) 10 43 10 43
Whether or .not very dirty spots .. .

can be taken care of after washing

(N=23) "t 20 87 20 87
What pre-schoolers like in their

books (N=15) 14 93 14 93

The best way to prevent a pre-
school child from hurting himself
(N=15) ’ 15 100 15 100

Cain of One in Correct Answers

Differ-
ences

Number and
percent giving
correct answer between

Pre-test Post-test tests

Iten No. % No. % No. %

Whéther or not one should
shop for prepared ifood
when hungry (N=24) 20 83 21 88 1 5

The requirements of a , s
pre-school child for _
conversation (N=15) 13 87 14 93 1 6
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No. . Number and Differ-
of percent giving ences
item correct answer between
in Pre-test Post-tpst _tests
test Item No. Z No. _% No. _%

10 The requirement for good
color in one's room (N=25) 24 . 96 25 100 1 4

12 Whether or not children's
shoes shorid be ¥ inch
longer than foot (N=22) 21 95 22 100 1 5

15 What kind of flour is used
to make bread (N=23) 12 52 13 57 1 5

22 The most restful colo:r com~

binations for a bedroom .
(N=25) 22 88 23 92 ' 1 4

28 UWhether or not shoppinz
daily for groceries is

recommended as a way of
saving money (N24) 21 88 22 92 1 4

37 VWhether or not elastic in
children'’s slacks should
be stitched to garment
three times (N=22) 21 95 22 100 1 5

47 I1f protein food stains
should be allowed to dry '
before removal (N=23) 21 91 22 96 1 5

52 The effect on appearance
of size produced by light
walls in a room (N=25) 2, 96 25 100 1 4

53 What should be stored in
fireproof storage devices : R I ST S
(N=25) 22 88 23 92 .1 4

58 Whether or not impulse :
*  buying is buying without ' :
-plan (N=24) . | 22 92 23 96 1 . 4

65 Whether or not storage .
needs in the home change _
vety little (N=25) 18 72 19 76 1 4

68a The three items recom~ -
mended for removing grease .: .
stains--cigarette lighter
fluid (N=23) i2 52 13 57 1 5

resmrte dran vt e = e A v e
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Loss of One in Correct Answers

No. . Number and Differ-
of -~ - percent giving ences
item - — correct answers betwern
in Pre-test Post-test tests

test Item No. %Z No. _%2 No. _%

20 Whether or not all labels -
should be read by buyer
(N=22) 21 95 20 91 -1 -4

34b Three criteria for a good

toy--help teach something B
(N=15) h o111 713 10 67 -1 -6

48 Whether or not room acces-
gsories shiould be used for
decoration only (N=25) 21 8 20 80 -1 =4

Of the 30 items included in the above three classifications,
80 percent or more of the participants gave correct answers on
the pre-test for 21 of the items. It would appear, therefore,
that these 21 items are primarily those which the participants
already knew. The Aides and the agents training them should
consider elimineting the topics yith which these items are con-
cerned. Of course, it is also péssible that these test items
were so stated that the participanté‘ééuld scarcely_hiss'the
correct answers. ’

Of the 32 items exclusive of thode in the preceding three
classes and of the 14 that showed a significaht change in number
of participants giving correct answers when the pre- and post-
tests are compared, 10 items had 80 percent or- more of the par-
ticipants giving correct amswers on the pre-test; fhese ten
items (see Appendix H) should be examined for possible deemphasis
in teaching. Again, however, it should be recognized that the
items may have been so stated that they failed to constitute a
real test of the participant’s knowledge.

ERIC
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; «+~:The Family -Service Aides Involved in the Evaluation

il «
LR

Number of Family Sexvice Aides and Lessons Taught

At the beginning of the series of lessons on which this
study focuses 18 Family Service "Aides were employed to conduct
the classes. Fifteen.of these Aides: taught -all or some of the
seven hOme economics lessons apd ‘some of them also arranged from

'one to four resource lessons for their participants.' One of

these 15 Aides rasigned after three lessons and the group was

. discontinued. Another who had been teaching alone resigned af-

ter %ﬁreé’lessons and the group was completed by two other Aides.

_Three of the 18 Aides resigned without conducting any classes
c:in theyseries.

. ..In the past as in this series the program had called for
10 different lessons including both home economics and resource
lessons. At the beginning of the evaluation series seven dif-
ferent ‘home economics lessons were planned for each participating
townghip. Classes were actually held in eight townships. In

"six of‘the‘eight tounships all seven lessons were taught; in

one, six° and in another, three. In two of the townships two
groups oﬁ women were involved. As a part of the series the

. .AiGes -in one township had four differeat resource lessons and

those'in'another, three. The remaining four townships which
had resource lessons had either one or two”differentAlessons.
Five of the county's 13 townships participating in the Rural

'Community‘Acrion Program and the - City of Plattsburgh had no

'classes in the evaluation series of iessoms.

- Only. hslf of the places where the classes were held ‘had

two rooms. This must have presented a problem for teaching in

those instances where children were brought along and turned
over to one of the Aides for supervision or babysitting.




f'8 -

Below is a tabulation that summarizes for the evaluation
series of lessons the ~laces, number of Family Service Aides,
and classes involved:

AT U : Number
Number of
of different .
Townships Number differemt resource
where clasgses of aides 1lessons lessons Place at
were held involved taught taught which taught - .

Schuyler Falls 2 71 2 Church hall--

two rooms
Plattsburgh : 32 7 2 Privately owned .

garage--one

room
Champlain 2 6 for each 33 School lunchroom

of two groups and adjacent room

Black Brook 1 3 - Care Center--a

one room build-

ing
Altona 1 7 for each 23 Church hall--

of two groups two rooms .

Beekmantown 2 7 1 Care Center at

fire station--

, one room

Clinton 2 7 4 Care Center--

two rooms
Chazy 2 7 - Old fire station--

one room

lrhe obtainable information conflicted on this number; however
the evidence seemed to favor seven. .

2One of these Aides who had been teaching alone resigned after

three lessons and the series was completed by the other two.

3No 1nformation'was obtained as to whether or not each of these

resource lessons involved both groups.

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Comparative Characteristics of Family Service Aides, Partici-
: 1

pants and timilar Elements of County Population

Place of residence. The Family Service Aides and thg par-
ticipants were both predominantli rural nonfarm residents with
little difference between them (Table 11)., While almost three
fourths of both the Aides and the participants were from rural
nonfarm places, only a littie over half the county'’s popuiation |
was rural nonfarm in 1960, _ .

Tenure, Seventy-two percent of the Aides and 66 percent
of the participants were from households which owned their place -
of abode (Table 11). In the case of the total county popula-
tion 61 percent of the 1960 households and of the rural popula-
tion 68 percent lived in dwellings that were owned.

Age. The average (median) age of the Aides, participants
and females 15 yeérs of age and over in the county's total as
well as rural population differed very little (Table 1l1).

Years of school completed. The averege (median) number of
years of schooling completed by the Family Service Aides was

. two years more than that completed by the participants, 11.2
compared to 9.2 (Table 11). The average (median).years_of'school
completed by females 25 years of age and over in the coﬁnty's
total 1960 population was 10.7. Thus, the Aides were slightly
above the average for total females 25 years of age and over but
the partlcipants were below that average. The median years of
schooling completed by the husbands of the participants was 8.0
years compared to a median of 9.5 for males 25 years of age and

b
.

~
‘e

R

L ’ i ~
1f available, both rural -and total population data for the |
county are used. The rural data were used because most of the
_participants and all of the Aides were from the couhty 8 rural
population. L g _‘
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over in the county's total population.1

Mirital status. About the same percentages of Aices (83)
and participants (86) were married and living with their hus-
bands (Table 11). However, for females.l4 years of age and over
in the total 1960 population the percent married and living with .
husbands was 66 and in the rural population 72. This dispro-
portionate number of married women with husbands for the parti-
cipants as well as the Aides 1s to be expected since the home
economics program was directed to homeniéking and hence house-
wives, o _

Family and household size. The average (mean) size of
families from which the Aides came was 5.7 compared to 5.0 for
the partic’pants (Table 11). Comparable datum is not available
for the county's total and rural 1960 population. The average
(mean) size of the households from which the Aides came was 5.8
compared to 5.5 for the participants, Both of these averages
were above those for the total and rural population of the county
in 1960,

Eoployment of husbands, Porty percent of the husbands of
the Aides were employed as opetatives which was by far the high-
est percent of husbands falzino in any one occupational group -
CTable 11). For the husbanda of the participants the occupa- -
tional ¢lags: with the‘highest percent was laborers {18 percent),
13 both the county's total and rural 1960 labor force 14 years
of age and over, operatives was the ciass of males which had
tbe highest percent (17 and 19 respectively), but these percen-
t;gesiwere very much smaller than that for the husbands of the
Aides whgrhad this class as the one with the highest percent.

1Si.nce in a few instances years of special training may have
been included in years of school completed by the participants
and their husbands, it might be that their medians could have
been influenced by these additional years which are not included
in U. S, Census medians but. it is doubtful this occurred often
enough t> have made any difference. At ieast this is the posi-
tion takén in this analysis. i
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Mobility. Over the years the participants appear to have
moved slightly more frequently than the Aides, .3 moves per
year compared to .2 (Table 11). However, in terms of recent
mobility, the average married participant had resided in her
present dwelling longer than the average Aide, 12 years com-
pared to 8 yecars., In the case of the Aides, number of years of
marriage did not seem to afféct the mobility indices to any
great extent so that their:averages are probably more indica-
"tive of the situation for the group as a whole than for the
participants (see page 33). -

Estimated net family income. The average (median) net
fauily income of the Family Service Aides was $4,786 (1966 es-
timate) compared to an average (median) of $4,023 (1966 esti-
mate) for participants to $5,165 (1960 Cernaus estimate) for
all county families, and to $4,938 .(1960 Census estimate) for
the county 8 rural families Crable 11). Thus, while the Aides
had larger average family incomes than the participants both
were below the total county average and the county 8 rural av-
erage, although their averages were closer to the latter than
o the total. : .
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