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Abstract
Latinos now live and work in areas of the United States where they have not 
been before. These changes impact schools in a variety ways. This article 
reviews recent research on how communities have responded in the South, 
New England and the West with a primarily assimilationist approach including 
English-only policies. The article then provides a description of one school 

leadership provides guidance for progressive educational policy. The author 
concludes with a recommendation that the Bilingual Education Act of 1968 
that No Child Left Behind eclipsed be reinstated to guide the nation in these 
changing times.

With the passage of No Child Left Behind in 2002, bilingual education 
was reduced to lower case letters.1

at the federal level, as it was when the Bilingual Education Act of 1968 was 

sui generis whose 
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Latino Diaspora. I then provide a detailed description of how one school district 

revisiting the Bilingual Education Act of 1968 and how it could be revisited to 

3

Education in the New 
Latino Diaspora: Policy and the Politics of Identity
has dispersed Latinos into states such as Georgia and North Carolina to what 
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unprecedented growth of Latinos in nthe decade of the 1990s. And this growth 
continues.

States in the Southeast and the Percent Change of Their Latino Population 
between 1990 - 2000 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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4

policies and practices around education and public services that view Latino 

in the schools.
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local universities, and second, their access to the joint venture ties 

in the best interest of whites, in this case, to address the educational concerns 

would go to school.
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He describes how decisions about policies and practices for changing 
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“ni de aquí ní de allá” Los
Tigres del Norte Tigres
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concentrated in Foreston. 

Los Pineros y Campesinos del Noroeste

and children of second and third generations live and attend school there.
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Engage and inspire all students to achieve
challenging goals and aspirations,
and contribute to a diverse world.

Ethnic Groups by Number and Percent in FSD
______________________________________
Ethnic Group N
______________________________________

______________________________________
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strategic objectives.

The Evolution of Dual Language Education in FSD

In other words, Latinos include both English language learners and English 

the high school. 
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Implementing the Strategy: Progressive Leadership

of Arizona.
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where the principal is not bilingual.

and literature has been translated and cut and pasted into English language 

In interviews with bilingual coordinators, teachers, principals and 

conferences of the California Association for Bilingual Education and the 

and allowing students to realize their full potential through two languages.

Everyone is Educated about Dual Language Education
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Evidence of this education is bountiful through the professional 

Educating within and outside of the district about the positive results that are 

level courses focused on the education of bilingual students is essential 

A Snapshot of a Culturally Relevant Curriculum

evident.
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Cajas de Cartón 

in English.

Foreston: Astounding Results

NABE Journal of Research and Practice 
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6

Harvard Educational 
Review
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based its strategies on restructuring its schools on integrationist principles 

and resources available to Foreston and with the leadership at a particular 
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of schooling. Even those students who are instructed in two languages, as in 
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I call for a revival of the BEA to be one that addresses the children 
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children.
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to language.
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students in the evaluation.


