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EACHERS, COUNSELORS
AND 5CHOOL ADMINIS-
TRATORS PLAY A HUGE
ROLE IN HELPING STUDENTS
and their families select the right college
and career path. Guiding future gradu-
ates who aren’t interested in a traditional
college education 1s an especially im-
poriant uncle rlaﬂ:ing, For ma ny parents,
having children opt out of college is a
devastating blow that ean make them feel

that they have flunked their final exam in
|_‘1:1n_-m_ing_ Educators have an impnrmm
responsibility to assure these parents that
there are other avenues 1w a fulfilling,
relevant and successful career.

Of the nearly 3 million Americans
who graduaied from high school between
October 2006 and October 2007, nearly
one-third—or one million—did not go on
1o college that [all, according to the ULS,
Burean of Labor Statistics. Studies show
that there are a variety ol reasons these
remaining graduates do not enter college
alter higll school, j'rmgmg from msul-
ficient availability and understanding of
financial aid to reluctance to accumulate
debi from college loans to concern about
missed carning opportunities i they don't
immr-q!i;;lt{-ly enter the worklorce, But we
know that postsecondary education, of’
nearly any kind, can be an investment
worth making, as long as the investment
fits the student.

American College 'l'csi.'mg (ACT) says
that 25 percent of freshmen in an average
year never make it through their sopha-
maore vear before throwing in the towel.
For these students, valuable time and

maney is squandered, and their future

Students Redefine Educational
and Career Opportunities

becomes uncertain, Clearly, postsecond-
ary education is not a one-size-fits-all
proposition—rather it’s a personal,
individual investment, and students need
guidance to make decisions that fit. Edu-
cators and adminisirators have a great
opportunity to help high school studens
and their families become better informed
aboui their n|}lin’mﬂ_ the cosis, and [uture
sarning potential so that they can make
smart ecducation choices. Advisers should
encourage parents and students to think
a8 hr'{)s]-rll'lu' a% |mm¢ih|:r about the (uture,
and understand thai the righi education
may look nothing like the traditional
college experience. Career and technical
education offers numerous opportunities
for students to embrace a |_::1.q.°.i(m while
lea r:ning ihe skills to command a reward-
ing living.

As families consider various options,
including technical education, help them

answer llll‘.ﬁl" COMmImon f{lll‘.ﬂiiﬂ 1S

Isn't a Four-year College Degree
Critical for a Succmsfu?cureeﬁ

A four-vear college degree is not necessar-
ily critical for a successful carcer. While
that may be the traditional path for many
students, the pal h io an advanced educa-
tion should fit with a student’s career
aspirations, skills and learning style. The
U.S. Department of Labor estimates there
are more than 30 million jobs that don’t

require a college degree, but most of these

Jobs do require skills available from a

technical school.
When talking to parents about the
future of their son or danghter, numbers

san speak volumes, The Occupational

48 recnniques SEPTEMBER 2009

www.acteanline.arg



Outlaak Handbook, published by the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, is a resource that can
help educators provide statistical reas-
surance that a technical career has great
promise and long=term hnancial security.

For example, the demand for automotive

service technicians is expected to increase
14 percent through 2016, compared 1o 10
percent for all other aceupations. More

than 110,000 new jobs will be added over

the next decade.

The right technical school may require

leaving home; this can be more than a
little scary for everyone in the family, It is
important for parents to feel assured tha
a technical school will have learning as 11s
central focus. To calm worries, advisers
should suggest Web sies lor parents 1o re-

view technical schools offering programs

Move than 80,000 successful

Johnson & Wales University

in their son or danghter’s arca of interest.

Here are a couple recommended Web siges:

WWW.CATEET.OTE
www.yourcareercollege.com

Advise parents, il possible, to take a
tour of the Campus and classrooms with
their children to gain a sense of the over-
all environment as well as the support he-
tween the students and the stalll, Remind
them to alzo ask about SUPPOrE sCry 1Ces Lo
assist students in inding housing, health

care or part-time jobs, cspecially ifitis in

thetr child’s best interest to relocate.

that evaluate and support the student’s
learning siyle so he or she can be sue-
cessful, Schools ke Universal 'Techni-

cal Institute (UTL—a leading provider

ol technical education for individuals

seeking careers as professional amomao-
tive, diesel, collision repair, motorevele
and marine technicians—accomplishes
this through programming designed to

improve cach student’s learning, retention

and job performance,

Technical studenes are generally eligible
for lederal Title IV financial aid, but some
schools offer addinonal funds o support
technical education. Some schools even
have their own charitable foundations, As
a 503(c)3 nonprofit, the UT] Foundation
provides gqualified students with scholar-
_\hip:\. and grants, \.l;l__iln'i'mb_\aifle':'nlinn 15
placed on students” character references
and personal essays expressing their
desire to recetve a technical education

m ]J;lnirulzlr fheld, In 2008, the U711

Foundation awarded nearly 81 million 1o

graduates live and work across the
United States and in 140 countries
around the world, hired by more
than 1,000 companies worldwi
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grudents pursuing technical training pro-
grams at U'TTs 10 campuses nationwide.
In addition to scholarships, some foun-
dations may offer other supportive pro-
grams to technical studems, For example,

the UTI Foundation’s Studem Emergency

Fund provides eligible students with [ood,
toilewries and clothing, as well as grants
lor such critical expenses as rent, uuilities
and health care bills,

What Can My Child
Expect After Graduation?
Consider the current and future job

demands for the wechnical industry, Job

placement assistance is an important ser-

vice that all technical schools should offer.

Understanding the schools relationship
with leading industry manufacturers in
the area ol focus is important when evalu-
ating the school’s placement percentage.
Advise parents to ask abowt the school’s
alliances with business and indusiry as
well as the placement rate for students in
1is programs. Key relationships wiih 25
manufacturers, coupled with jobs skills
that are in demand, help U'TT place more
than 90 percent of its graduates in jobs
aler gracduation,

When trying to select a wechnical

school, not only should counselors and

administrators tell parents to look for high
placement numbers, but parents should
also factor in advancement opportunities
alter their child earns a technical degree.
Students graduating from a technical pro-
gram can carn comforiable incomes and
good benefits, With the right accredita-
tions and experience, some graduates can
command six-figure incomes.

There are many pathways 1o a
student’s fulfilling and successful lile.
Educators can play a very imporiant role
in helping parents and students discover
and follow the right path now. Smart
education choices will make a significant
impact on their future.

A@y Inferested in exploring this
1opic further? Discuss it with

your colleagues on the ACTE forums of

wwiw.ackeonline.org/forum.aspx.
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Dr. James Stone, Keynote Speaker
MNational Research Center for Career & Technical Education

Turn Green Standards into Curriculum
Wind Energy and Green Building:
Industry Update and Program Implementation

Pennsylvania Technical Assistance Program
NRCCTE/NOCTI Research Study
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College Credit for Attendance Now Available Contact Pete Magnuson ® pmagnuson@acteonline.orge 800.826.9972
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