CTE: ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND GROWTH

BY JAMIE BAXTER

his year has been a very difficult one for

the average American worker, Many

ol us have seen significant job losses in

OUr Communines, ]};}I'Lii_‘tl[ﬂl"l}' in helds
that appeared relatively stable a short time ago.
There is no doubt thae this past year has brought to
light the need for skilled waorkers. To help prepare a
skilled worklorce, the Obama Administration and
Congress have E}Iﬂi.‘t_‘[;i an r_-:_nplm\_-ais- on {-llsuring thai
Americans have access to education and training.

In February 2009, Congress injected billions of
dollars into the economy with the passage ol the
historie Amerwcan Rl!('[]\'i_'l"r' and Reinvestment Act
(ARRA). This law is being used o help stawes and
localities alleviate some of the financial burdens
encountercd in recent years, The stimulus package
included money for training and retraining workers
so that lhm_.' are equ ipp{-rl to be suceesstul m a high-
tech workplace.

Some states are deciding to vse their stimulus
money 1o accommadate a surge in postsecondary
enrollments, others are establishing apprenticeship
programs or helping students experience firsthand
the broad array of luerative carcers available o
them alier their schooling. Although how states
choose to use their money may differ, all are devel-
oping programs that will benefit the entire commu-
nity. This article highlights a few new programs that
are using ARRA maney in ways that are innovative
and creative, ensuring that voul h and (]:i.-;p];l{*e"(]
workers arve learning new skills that can secure their
place as successiul employees in this vapidly evolving
global economy.

In the ARRA, approximately 53.95 billion was
included for programs under the Workforce Invesi-
ment Act, including $1.2 billion for vouth training
programs. Many states are choosing to use that
money [or career exploration initiatives, Missouri's
Next-Generation Jobs Team and California’s Green
Jobs Corps are just two examples of how this money

is heing spent on 16- 10 24=year-olds.
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California has started a pilot program, California Green Jobs

Corps, which aims to place at least 1,000 youth into training

for skilled jobs in eco-friendly indusiries. Similar to Missouri’s
The Nexi-Generation Jobs Team, the Green Jobs Corps relies
heavily on public-private partnerships to link youth to carcers

that will be frutful and secure in the loture.
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RRA Money for CTE

Tennessee

Missouri
Missouri’s new summer job program, The Next-Generation Jobs Team, was
established to help youth explore new high-tech, high-growth areas and make
some extra money while doing it. The program connects youth to businesses

in their communities, and covers many disciplines ranging from business man-
agement o green energy to health care. Because this program is being paid for

by ARRA funds, there is no cost to the student or to the business,

The lack of capacity lor the growing enrollment in technical and community colleges is a
concern. Tennessee addresses this large surge by using ARRA money to add more than 100
programs to its course listings. These programs will cover a broad array of GTE disciplines,
including welding, plumbing, medical technology, nursing and solar panel installation. The
additions ol these courses are expected to accommodate more than 4,000 additonal students.
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What’'s Your State
Doing with ARRA Funds?
The tvpes of programs histed above are
happening all over the country in every
giate, o hind out what vour state is oing,
visit your stale’s economic recovery Web
site and see ACTEs Issue and Advocacy
Web page, where a special seetion is
devoted o ARRA.

II"Iw Wi siale, 1'mmm,miz1.' or school
is using ARRA funds in a creative and
innovative way, ACTE would like to
know about it. Please contact the Public
Policy Department with details of how
your program is helping the economy 1o

recover!

Jomie Be

is ACTE's odwcacy manager. She con be contocted of
[bauterEncteonline.oig.
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A@y Interested in exploring this ]
topic further? Discuss it with

your colleagues on the ACTE fomms at

www octesnline.org,Torum. aspe.
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