
INTRODUCTION
Cultural heritage is a treasure trove of human history, reflect-
ing the customs, beliefs, and artistic expressions of differ-
ent societies across time (McLaren, 2010; Howard, 2016). 
Maintaining and passing down cultural traditions has be-
come more important in an era of rapid globalization and 
modernization (Law & Ho, 2011; Dreyer, 2018). Chongqing, 
a sprawling municipality in southwestern China, boasts a 
rich cultural heritage deeply intertwined with its historical 
roots. Among its cultural treasures, Dazu vocal music stands 
out as a unique and vibrant tradition (Chung, 2010; Miller, 
2012; Tonietti & Tonietti, 2014; Zhou et al., 2014).

Dazu vocal music is an integral part of the cultural fabric 
of Chongqing, specifically within the Dazu District. This mu-
sical tradition encapsulates the essence of local life, with its 
songs reflecting the daily experiences, emotions, and stories 
of the community. However, like many traditional art forms, 
Dazu vocal music faces the challenge of fading into obscurity 
as younger generations turn their attention to modern influenc-
es (Karnes, 2008; Pu & Foster, 2012; Chen 2022; Xin, 2022).

The decline of traditional cultural practices is not unique 
to Chongqing but is a global phenomenon. The rapid pace of 
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modern life, changing priorities, and the allure of contem-
porary entertainment have led to a diminishing interest in 
age-old traditions (Yang & Guo, 2017; Wilcox, 2019). In the 
case of Dazu vocal music, which has played an integral role 
in local culture for generations, this decline is particularly 
concerning. Without concerted efforts to preserve and pro-
mote this art form, there is a risk that it may disappear within 
a few generations (Guo, 2005; Tunbridge & Ashworth, 2018; 
Yang, 2023).

This study seeks to address this issue by exploring the 
contribution of the cultural transmission of Dazu vocal music 
in Chongqing through education and literacy (Gao & Karin, 
2023; Jirajarupat & Yinghua, 2023; Shi & Nicolas, 2023; 
Zhang & Choatchamrat, 2023). The primary objective of this 
study is to investigate the contribution of cultural transmis-
sion of Dazu vocal music in Chongqing through education 
and literacy. By understanding how education and literacy 
initiatives can be harnessed to preserve and revitalize this 
cultural tradition, this study aims to provide valuable insights 
that can inform educational policies and practices not only in 
Chongqing but also in other regions grappling with similar 
challenges (Roth, 2009; Paris, 2012; Zhang, 2018).
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ABSTRACT

Dazu vocal music, a unique and cherished intangible cultural heritage, serves as the focal point 
of this research conducted in Chongqing, China. The study’s objective is to investigate the 
contribution of cultural transmission of Dazu vocal music in Chongqing through education and 
literacy. The research site, Dazu City, is the epicenter of this cultural treasure, encompassing 
various educational institutions from primary to tertiary levels that engage with this art form. 
Two key informants, comprising experienced instructors and cultural representatives, offer 
valuable insights into the educational initiatives and literacy practices supporting Dazu vocal 
music. Research tools, including observation and interview forms, are employed for data 
collection, culminating in a detailed analysis of the cultural transmission process. The study’s 
results underscore education’s pivotal role in preserving Dazu vocal music, fostering hands-
on learning, and promoting cultural documentation, with literacy facilitating accessibility 
beyond oral traditions. These efforts positively impact the local community by enhancing 
cultural identity and pride. Despite challenges such as an aging practitioner population and 
shifting cultural dynamics, collaboration among stakeholders emerges as a promising strategy 
for ensuring the tradition’s continuity. In conclusion, this research highlights the importance of 
education and literacy in preserving intangible cultural heritage, offering insights applicable to 
similar endeavors worldwide.
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The significance of this study extends beyond the pres-
ervation of Dazu vocal music; it speaks to the broader 
importance of safeguarding cultural heritage worldwide. 
Traditional art forms like Dazu vocal music offer a window 
into the past, connecting us with the experiences and wisdom 
of our ancestors (Denton, 2013; Moric, 2020). By studying 
the strategies and approaches used in Chongqing to promote 
this musical tradition through education and literacy, we can 
develop a model for preserving and revitalizing other en-
dangered cultural practices around the world (Nolet, 2007; 
Whatley et al., 2020).

Through this study, we hope to shed light on the trans-
formative power of education and literacy in the realm of 
cultural preservation. As we delve into the multifaceted rela-
tionship between Dazu vocal music, education, and literacy, 
we seek to inspire a renewed commitment to safeguarding 
our shared cultural heritage, ensuring that it continues to en-
rich the lives of generations to come.

Research Question

• How does the integration of Dazu vocal music into ed-
ucation and literacy contribute to the cultural transmis-
sion of this musical tradition in Chongqing, China?

LITERATURE REVIEW

The transmission of cultural heritage has gained increas-
ing attention in recent years, reflecting the recognition of 
the invaluable role that traditional practices play in shaping 
societies and fostering a sense of identity. This literature re-
view explores key themes related to cultural transmission, 
the role of education and literacy in safeguarding traditions, 
and the significance of Dazu vocal music in the context of 
Chongqing’s cultural heritage.

Cultural Transmission and Preservation

Cultural transmission refers to the passing down of knowl-
edge, values, and practices from one generation to anoth-
er within a community or society. It encompasses various 
forms of cultural expression, including oral traditions, mu-
sic, dance, rituals, and storytelling. Technological advance-
ments, globalization, and socio-cultural changes all have an 
impact on the dynamic process of cultural transmission. In 
an increasingly interconnected world, the preservation of 
traditional culture faces numerous challenges. Globalization 
has led to the diffusion of dominant cultures, often over-
shadowing, and eroding local traditions. As a result, many 
regions have witnessed the gradual loss of unique cultural 
practices, including traditional music forms (Schönpflug, 
2008; Tang, 2021).

Education and Literacy as Agents of Cultural 
Transmission

Education and literacy programs have emerged as vital tools 
for the preservation and revitalization of cultural heritage. 
UNESCO recognizes education as a means of safeguarding 

intangible cultural heritage, such as traditional music. These 
initiatives empower individuals and communities to actively 
engage with their cultural heritage. Literacy plays a crucial 
role in this process, enabling access to written records, his-
torical documents, and educational resources that document 
cultural traditions. Through literacy, communities can record 
and document their cultural practices, ensuring that they 
are not lost to future generations (DeSoucey et al., 2019; 
Bhattacharya, 2021).

Dazu Vocal Music: A Cultural Treasure of Chongqing

Dazu vocal music holds a special place in the cultural land-
scape of Chongqing. Originating in the Dazu District, this 
unique musical tradition captures the essence of local life, 
drawing on the daily experiences and emotions of the com-
munity. The distinctive characteristics of Dazu vocal music, 
such as its improvisational song texts, text reduplication, 
and the use of dialects, make it a valuable repository of 
Chongqing’s cultural identity. However, despite its historical 
significance and cultural richness, Dazu vocal music faces 
the risk of fading into obscurity. This decline mirrors the 
broader challenge of preserving traditional cultures in the 
face of modernization and changing priorities. To address 
this issue, Chongqing has undertaken initiatives to integrate 
Dazu vocal music into educational and literacy contexts (Li, 
2010; Yating et al., 2021).

Research Gap and Research Objective

While there is a growing body of literature on cultural trans-
mission, education, and the preservation of traditional music, 
there is a gap in our understanding of the specific strategies 
and approaches used in Chongqing to promote Dazu vo-
cal music through education and literacy. This study aims 
to fill this gap by investigating the contribution of cultural 
transmission of Dazu vocal music in Chongqing through ed-
ucation and literacy (Erjian & Chuangprakhon, 2023; Qiu 
et al., 2024).

Research Theory

Ethnomusicology provides the theoretical lens through 
which we can examine the cultural significance of this mu-
sical tradition, while transmission theory offers insights into 
the mechanisms that ensure its continued existence and rel-
evance in contemporary society. This interdisciplinary ap-
proach enriches our understanding of how Dazu vocal music 
contributes to cultural transmission and preservation within 
the context of Chongqing, as shown in Table 1.

METHOD

Selection of Research Site

The study site for this study will focus on Dazu City, 
Chongqing, as it is the epicenter of Dazu vocal music’s cultur-
al heritage. Dazu City has a rich history and deep-rooted cul-
tural traditions, making it an ideal location for investigating 
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the transmission of this unique musical form through edu-
cation and literacy. Within Dazu City, the study will encom-
pass various educational institutions, including primary and 
secondary schools, as well as colleges and universities that 
engage with Dazu vocal music in their curricula or extracur-
ricular activities. The choice of Dazu City as the study site 
ensures proximity to the primary sources and practitioners of 
this art form, allowing for in-depth interviews, observations, 
and data collection, the map is shown in Figure 1.

Selection of Key Informants

For this research study, two key informants will be selected 
to provide valuable insights into the transmission of Dazu 
vocal music within educational and literacy contexts in Dazu 
City, Chongqing. The key informants will be chosen based 
on their extensive knowledge, experience, and involvement 
in the preservation and promotion of Dazu vocal music 
through educational initiatives, as shown in Table 2.

Research Tools and Data Analysis

In this study, we employ two primary research tools, the 
Observation Form, and the Interview Form, designed to sys-
tematically collect data and insights regarding the cultural 
transmission of Dazu vocal music through education and lit-
eracy. These tools are essential for creating a structured ap-
proach to data collection and analysis, as shown in Table 3.

RESULTS

The research results shed light on the multifaceted contri-
butions made by education and literacy to the preservation 

and transmission of Dazu vocal music in Chongqing, China. 
This section explores the crucial role that education plays, 
the significance of literacy, the effects on local communi-
ties, the difficulties encountered, and the opportunities for 
additional collaboration. It highlights how these factors 
have collectively contributed to the wider recognition and 
appreciation of Dazu vocal music, ensuring its continued 
relevance in both regional and national contexts. Through 
a comprehensive examination of these elements, this study 
illuminates the intricate web of connections that sustain this 
rich cultural heritage.

Education’s Role in Cultural Transmission
Education has emerged as a linchpin in the preservation and 
transmission of Dazu vocal music within the Chongqing 
region. This study emphasizes the crucial role those edu-
cational institutions, particularly schools and local cultural 
initiatives, play in preserving this traditional art form. The 
integration of Dazu vocal music into the curriculum of edu-
cational institutions has provided a structured and systematic 
approach to acquainting students with the nuances of this 
cultural treasure.

In recent years, educational institutions have recognized 
the value of Dazu vocal music as a vital component of the 
local cultural heritage. As a result, they have taken deliber-
ate steps to incorporate it into their educational programs. 
Students are exposed to this art form from an early age, fos-
tering an environment where the rich history, melodies, and 
lyrics of Dazu vocal music become an integral part of their 
cultural education.

This educational integration serves several purposes. 
Firstly, it ensures the continuity of this folk tradition by pass-
ing it down to younger generations. Students are not only 
exposed to the music but are also encouraged to actively 
participate in singing and learning the songs. This hands-on 
experience fosters a deep connection between the students 
and the music, making them not just passive listeners but 
engaged bearers of this cultural legacy.

Secondly, education provides a structured platform for 
the preservation of Dazu vocal music. The incorporation of 
this art form into the curriculum compels educational insti-
tutions to compile comprehensive resources, including song-
books, recordings, and teaching materials. These resources 
serve as valuable repositories for Dazu vocal music, safe-
guarding it from the risk of fading into obscurity.

Furthermore, education broadens the reach of Dazu vo-
cal music beyond the confines of oral traditions. It equips 
students with the literacy skills required to read, understand, 
and appreciate the lyrics of these songs. This literacy-based 
approach ensures that the rich history and stories embedded 
in Dazu vocal music are not lost to time but rather document-
ed and shared with a wider audience.

Literacy and Cultural Preservation
Literacy has emerged as a powerful tool in the preserva-
tion and propagation of Dazu vocal music. This section ex-
plores how the incorporation of written materials has played 

Table 1. The research theory
Research Theory Description
Ethnomusicology
(Tang, 2021)

Ethnomusicology focuses on the 
study of music within its cultural 
context. It examines how various 
communities produce, perform, and 
enjoy music to shed light on the 
varied facets of musical traditions. 
In the case of Dazu vocal music, 
ethnomusicology helps us analyze 
its historical roots, stylistic elements, 
and role in the daily lives of the 
Chongqing community

Transmission Theory
(Shelemay et al., 1997)

Transmission theory, within the field 
of ethnomusicology, examines how 
musical traditions are passed down 
from one generation to the next. 
It delves into the mechanisms and 
processes through which cultural 
knowledge, including music, is 
preserved, and disseminated. In 
the context of Dazu vocal music, 
transmission theory allows us to 
explore how this musical tradition 
is taught, learned, and shared within 
educational and literacy settings
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a pivotal role in safeguarding the lyrics and history of this 
treasured art form. It highlights how literacy has not only 
ensured the accurate documentation of songs but has also 
facilitated the sharing of Dazu vocal music beyond oral 
traditions.

The essence of Dazu’s vocal music lies in its lyrics, which 
encapsulate the collective wisdom, emotions, and stories of 
the local community. These lyrics serve as a vital repository 
of cultural history and heritage, carrying the voices of gen-
erations that came before. However, relying solely on oral 
transmission can lead to variations and inaccuracies over 
time. Herein, literacy steps in as a guardian of the integrity 
of these songs.

One of the fundamental contributions of literacy is the 
creation of written materials dedicated to Dazu vocal music. 
Songbooks, transcriptions, and annotations have been metic-
ulously crafted to capture every nuance of the music. These 
materials serve as enduring records, ensuring that the lyrics 
remain true to their original form. They provide a reference 
point for performers, researchers, and enthusiasts, guaran-
teeing the fidelity of each rendition.

Moreover, the utilization of written materials has de-
mocratized access to Dazu vocal music. It has transcended 
the confines of oral traditions, making this cultural treasure 
accessible to a broader audience. Written songbooks, for in-
stance, enable individuals to learn and appreciate the songs 
independently. This accessibility fosters a sense of owner-
ship and pride among community members, who can now 
actively engage with their cultural heritage.

Literacy has also facilitated the dissemination of Dazu 
vocal music on a regional and even national scale. The ex-
istence of written materials makes it easier for performers 
to share their songs beyond the confines of their immediate 
community. It has paved the way for cultural exchange, en-
abling Dazu vocal music to transcend geographical boundar-
ies and resonate with audiences far and wide.

Impact on the Local Community
The study sheds light on the profound impact that educa-
tion and cultural initiatives centered on Dazu vocal music 

Figure 1. Map of dazu city, chongqing municipality, china 
Source: Chinafolio (n.d.), Meng et al. (2022)

Table 2. Key informants
Key 
Informant

Role and 
Expertise

Involvement in Dazu Vocal 
Music

Key 
Informant 1

Dazu vocal 
music 
Instructor/
Educator

Extensive experience in 
teaching Dazu vocal music in 
educational settings

Key 
Informant 2

Educational/
Cultural

Representative Active 
participation in initiatives 
supporting the preservation 
and promotion of Dazu vocal 
music within education and 
literacy programs.
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have had on the local community. This section examines 
how these initiatives have strengthened the relationship be-
tween Dazu vocal music practitioners and their audience, 
highlighting the active part that locals have played in the 
transmission process. It highlights how such engagement 
contributes significantly to the sustainability of this cher-
ished folk tradition.

At the heart of this impact is the heightened sense of cul-
tural identity and pride experienced by the local community. 
As Dazu vocal music finds its way into educational insti-
tutions, cultural programs, and local events, it becomes an 
integral part of the community’s fabric. This integration fos-
ters a sense of ownership, with community members view-
ing Dazu vocal music as a source of cultural heritage that 
defines and distinguishes their identity.

Education plays a pivotal role in instilling this sense of 
pride and identity. When Dazu vocal music is incorporated 
into school curricula, students, from a young age, are ex-
posed to the rich tapestry of their local culture. They learn 
not only the songs themselves but also the history, stories, 
and values embedded within them. This educational engage-
ment ignites a sense of belonging, encouraging students to 
identify with and actively participate in the preservation of 
Dazu vocal music.

Local cultural programs and events further strengthen 
the bond between the community and Dazu vocal music. 
Festivals, workshops, and performances provide platforms 
for residents to showcase their talents and knowledge of this 
folk tradition. The active participation of community mem-
bers in these events fosters a collaborative spirit where indi-
viduals of all ages come together to celebrate and transmit 
their cultural heritage.

In particular, the involvement of elder practitioners in 
these events is invaluable. Their wisdom and experience 
serve as a bridge to the past, connecting younger generations 
with the traditions of their ancestors. As elders impart their 
knowledge and skills to the youth, a sense of intergenerational 

continuity is established, ensuring the transmission of Dazu 
vocal music for generations to come.

The impact on the local community extends beyond cul-
tural preservation; it also has socioeconomic implications. 
Dazu vocal music-related events and initiatives have the 
potential to boost tourism and create opportunities for local 
artists and performers. This, in turn, contributes to the eco-
nomic well-being of the community, further underscoring 
the importance of these cultural endeavors.

Challenges and Opportunities

The study recognizes that despite the significant contribu-
tions made by education and literacy to the preservation of 
Dazu vocal music, several challenges threaten the continu-
ity of this cherished folk tradition. Among these challeng-
es, two primary concerns emerge: the aging population of 
practitioners and the evolving cultural dynamics within the 
community.

One of the most pressing challenges is the aging de-
mographic of Dazu vocal music practitioners. Many of the 
custodians of this tradition are elderly individuals who have 
spent their lives mastering the art form. As these practitioners 
age, there is a growing concern about the potential loss of 
their invaluable knowledge and skills. The risk of this knowl-
edge fading away with the passing of the older generation is a 
palpable threat to the preservation of Dazu vocal music.

Furthermore, the changing cultural dynamics within the 
community pose a challenge. As modernization and urban-
ization continue to influence the lifestyles and preferences 
of younger generations, there is a risk of disconnection from 
traditional folk practices. The allure of contemporary forms 
of entertainment and the demands of a fast-paced world may 
divert the attention of the youth away from Dazu vocal mu-
sic. This cultural shift raises questions about how to engage 
younger generations and ensure their active participation in 
preservation efforts.

Table 3. Research tools and data analysis
Research Tools Step to Create Step to Use Data Analysis
Observation Form -  Develop a structured form 

with fields for recording 
observations during visits to 
educational institutions and 
cultural events

-  Include sections for location, 
date, and type of educational 
setting, teaching methods, 
student engagement, and 
cultural elements

-  During visits to educational 
institutions and cultural events, 
use the form to document details 
such as the location, date, 
educational setting, teaching 
methods, and student engagement

-  Note any cultural elements 
incorporated into the teaching of 
Dazu vocal music

Analyze the collected observational 
data to provide context and insights 
into the educational aspects of Dazu 
vocal music transmission

Interview Form -  Develop a structured form 
with open-ended questions 
related to the role of education 
and literacy in preserving and 
promoting Dazu vocal music

-  Cover topics such as 
experiences, teaching methods, 
challenges, and perceptions of 
education’s impact

-  Conduct structured interviews 
with key informants who have 
expertise in Dazu vocal music 
and education

-  Pose questions regarding their 
experiences, teaching methods, 
challenges, and perceptions of 
education’s impact on cultural 
transmission

Analyze the qualitative data gathered 
from the interviews to gain insights 
into the impact of education on 
cultural transmission
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However, the study is optimistic about the future of Dazu 
vocal music and identifies several opportunities to address 
these challenges effectively. One key opportunity lies in fos-
tering collaboration between educational institutions, cultur-
al organizations, and local communities.

Educational institutions, particularly schools and univer-
sities, can play a vital role in mitigating the challenges posed 
by the aging population of practitioners. By establishing 
programs that actively involve elder practitioners as teachers 
and mentors, educational institutions can ensure the trans-
mission of knowledge to younger generations. Additionally, 
curricular enhancements that integrate Dazu vocal music can 
help engage students and promote its continued relevance.

Cultural organizations also present an opportunity for the 
preservation of Dazu vocal music. Collaborations with these 
organizations can lead to the creation of cultural events, festi-
vals, and exhibitions that showcase the art form. These events 
not only attract residents but also draw in wider audiences, 
generating interest and appreciation for Dazu vocal music.

Local communities themselves are a source of strength 
and opportunity. By actively participating in the preserva-
tion efforts and supporting the continuation of Dazu vocal 
music within their families and communities, they can play 
a pivotal role in ensuring its sustainability. Encouraging in-
tergenerational exchange within families and communities 
can bridge the gap between elderly practitioners and younger 
generations.

Wider Recognition and Appreciation
The study highlights the transformative impact of education 
and literacy initiatives on the recognition and appreciation 
of Dazu vocal music, both within the local region and on 
a national scale. The inclusion of this traditional art form 
in educational settings has played a pivotal role in raising 
awareness and ensuring its continued relevance.

At a regional level, the integration of Dazu vocal music 
into the curriculum of local schools and cultural programs 
has resulted in a notable surge in its popularity. Younger gen-
erations, who may not have been exposed to this art form 
through traditional means, are now learning about it as part 
of their education. As a result, there has been a revival of 
interest among residents, and Dazu vocal music has become 
an integral part of the cultural identity of Chongqing.

Moreover, the recognition and appreciation of Dazu vocal 
music have transcended regional boundaries and garnered 
attention on a national scale. Educational institutions beyond 
Chongqing have also recognized the cultural significance of 
this art form, leading to its inclusion in curricula across the 
country. This broader exposure has introduced Dazu vocal 
music to audiences who may have previously been unaware 
of its existence.

The inclusion of Dazu vocal music in educational settings 
has had a twofold impact on younger generations. Firstly, it 
has provided them with an opportunity to learn about their 
cultural heritage and connect with their roots. This educa-
tional engagement has instilled a sense of pride and identity 
among students, fostering a deeper appreciation for the art 
form.

Secondly, it has ensured the continued relevance of Dazu 
vocal music in a rapidly changing world. By introducing it 
to younger generations through education, the tradition has 
found new enthusiasts who are eager to explore its beauty 
and significance. This renewed interest has not only pre-
served Dazu’s vocal music but has also allowed it to evolve 
and adapt to contemporary sensibilities.

In conclusion, these results shed light on the pivotal role 
of education, the significance of literacy, their impact on the 
local community, the challenges faced, and the opportuni-
ties for collaboration. Furthermore, they illustrate how these 
factors have collectively contributed to the wider recogni-
tion and appreciation of Dazu vocal music, ensuring its con-
tinued relevance in both regional and national contexts, as 
shown in Table 4.

Table 4. Summarized research results
Research Results Key Points
Education’s 
Role in Cultural 
Transmission

Education, especially in schools and 
local cultural programs, is crucial in 
preserving and transmitting Dazu vocal 
music. It provides a structured platform 
for students to learn and appreciate this 
art form, ensuring continuity, hands-on 
learning, and preservation of the tradition. 
Education also introduces Dazu vocal 
music to younger generations, ensuring its 
relevance

Literacy 
and Cultural 
Preservation

Literacy preserves Dazu vocal music’s 
lyrics and history, ensuring fidelity through 
songbooks and transcriptions. They 
make it accessible beyond oral traditions, 
democratizing access and facilitating 
regional and national sharing. Literacy 
empowers individuals to engage with their 
heritage and fosters cultural exchange

Impact on the 
Local Community

Dazu vocal music practitioners and 
the local community are strengthened 
through education and cultural initiatives, 
fostering cultural identity and pride. 
Elder practitioners pass down knowledge, 
ensuring the sustainability of the music. 
These initiatives also have socioeconomic 
implications

Challenges and 
Opportunities

Challenges include aging practitioners and 
changing cultural dynamics. Collaboration 
between educational institutions, cultural 
organizations, and local communities 
presents opportunities. Elder practitioners 
can mentor, curriculum enhancements 
engage students, cultural organizations 
create events, and local communities 
participate in preservation efforts

Wider Recognition 
and Appreciation

Education initiatives promote Dazu vocal 
music, a cultural heritage that transcends 
geographical boundaries. These initiatives 
revitalize and adapt the art form to 
contemporary sensibilities, ensuring its 
enduring relevance and place in Chinese 
folk traditions
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DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The study highlights the pivotal role of educational institu-
tions, particularly schools and local cultural initiatives, in 
preserving Dazu vocal music. This aligns with the broader 
theoretical framework of cultural preservation and trans-
mission, emphasizing the significance of formal education 
in safeguarding intangible cultural heritage (Bhattacharya, 
2021; Law & Ho, 2011). Education acts as a structured plat-
form for knowledge transfer, ensuring the continuity of this 
folk tradition. It empowers younger generations with the 
necessary skills and awareness to engage with Dazu vocal 
music actively.

The study’s findings resonate with the work of scholars 
like DeSoucey et al. (2019), who discuss the role of for-
mal education in rationalized authenticity and the preser-
vation of intangible cultural heritage. Education not only 
transmits knowledge but also imparts a sense of cultural 
identity and pride, which is crucial for sustaining traditions 
(Paris, 2012).

The incorporation of literacy into the preservation of 
Dazu vocal music is consistent with the broader discourse on 
safeguarding intangible cultural heritage. Literacy, through 
the creation of written materials such as songbooks and tran-
scriptions, aligns with the theoretical principles of documen-
tation and accessibility (Schönpflug, 2008; Shelemay et al., 
1997). This study echoes the view that written documenta-
tion plays a vital role in ensuring the fidelity of cultural tra-
ditions over time.

Furthermore, the role of literacy in making Dazu vo-
cal music accessible beyond oral traditions aligns with the 
idea of democratizing access to cultural heritage (Tonietti & 
Tonietti, 2014). This approach resonates with the work of 
Nolet (2007), who emphasizes the importance of literacy in 
music education.

The profound impact of education and cultural initiatives 
on the local community is a consistent finding in the study. 
This aligns with the theoretical framework of community en-
gagement and the preservation of cultural identity (Chung, 
2010; Moric, 2020). The sense of pride and belonging ex-
perienced by the local community when Dazu vocal music 
is integrated into their lives echoes the principles of cultural 
sustainability (Paris, 2012). The intergenerational exchange 
and the involvement of elder practitioners in the transmission 
process reflect the importance of mentorship and knowledge 
transfer (Erjian & Chuangprakhon, 2023).

The study identifies challenges such as an aging prac-
titioner population and changing cultural dynamics. These 
challenges are consistent with broader discussions about 
the threats to intangible cultural heritage (Denton, 2013; 
McLaren, 2010). The study suggests opportunities for 
collaboration, aligning with the theoretical perspective 
that emphasizes partnerships between educational insti-
tutions, cultural organizations, and local communities 
to address preservation challenges (Dreyer, 2018; Roth 
et al., 2009).

The study highlights how education initiatives have led 
to a wider recognition and appreciation of Dazu vocal mu-
sic. This aligns with the theoretical discourse on the role of 

education in promoting and revitalizing cultural heritage 
(Howard, 2016; Tunbridge & Ashworth, 2018). The study’s 
findings are consistent with the study that discusses how ed-
ucation can bridge the gap between tradition and contem-
porary sensibilities, ensuring the continued relevance of 
cultural practices (Tang, 2021).

In conclusion, this study illuminates the intricate dy-
namics involved in the preservation and transmission of 
Dazu vocal music, emphasizing the indispensable roles 
played by education and literacy in the cultural continuity 
of this cherished heritage. Key findings underscore the sig-
nificance of educational institutions, particularly schools 
and cultural initiatives, in instilling a sense of pride and 
identity among younger generations. Literacy emerges as 
powerful tools for safeguarding the art form’s lyrics and 
history, fostering accessibility, and enabling cultural ex-
change. Despite challenges posed by an aging practitioner 
demographic and evolving cultural dynamics, collabora-
tive efforts among educational institutions, cultural organi-
zations, and local communities present promising avenues 
for sustaining Dazu vocal music. Future research should 
focus on refining and expanding these collaborative mod-
els, exploring innovative ways to engage younger genera-
tions, and evaluating the long-term impact of educational 
initiatives on the preservation and evolution of Dazu vocal 
music.
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