
52    AMERICAN EDUCATOR  |  FALL 2023

10 Tips 
for Taking  
Your Child to  
the Library

By Maria G. O’Brien

Give a child a book and watch them blossom in more ways 
than you could possibly imagine! Nothing can replace 
the feel of a book and the turning of pages in anticipa-
tion of a story unfolding picture by picture, chapter by 

chapter. Books open doors to learning and to the world around us.
Where do we go to find these awesome books? The library, 

of course. The following tips are a combination of common and 
creative approaches to library visits with a young child in mind.

1. If your child has been introduced to books, ask them to 
choose their favorites. Then have an informal discussion 
about the books they’ve selected. Suggest that they can find 
more books like these at a library. Help them get excited 
about their visit by showing them photos of libraries and 
telling them about the one you plan to take them to.

2. Speak to your child about how to behave at the library. Dis-
cuss the purpose of your visit to the library. Explain to your 
child that libraries are quiet places, but many also include 
spaces that allow for more noise, movement, and interaction. 
They need to understand that libraries are for everyone—
shared spaces for each person to read, learn, and grow.

3. Teach them about borrowing versus buying and what it 
means to be responsible with books that we are sharing with 
others in our community. Show them how to hold books and 

Maria G. O’Brien, an AFT teacher leader, is a media teacher at Atlantic 
High School in Port Orange, Florida, a Florida Power-Library School, and 
the diversity chair of the Florida Association for Media in Education.

where to keep the books they’ve finished or are waiting to 
read. If your child is already attending school, their school 
librarian has probably covered some of these practices. 
Consider asking the school librarian for the list of rules and 
procedures; if need be, add a few of your own.

4. Establish a relationship with your local librarian—and your 
school librarian. Ask for a tour of the children’s section and 
for a pamphlet or calendar with scheduled activities that 
promote reading. Also, attend school functions and activi-
ties that allow you to visit and communicate with your school 
librarian. The better these librarians know your child, the 
better they will be at finding books your child loves.

5. Observe how quickly your child goes through books to 
help you determine how often to visit the library. Rushing 
their reading or taking home too many books at once can 
be daunting for some children. Other children will devour 
books, and a visit to the library can’t come soon enough. 
Either way, allow your child to set the pace, but don’t stop 
taking them to the library.

6. Over time, library visits can become routine. Switch it up to 
keep your visits fun: choose books on shelves “A” through 
“C”; find books with a certain colored spine; make lists on 
bookmarks and check them off as your child reads them. 
Consider holidays, celebrations, observations, local history, 
or some area of interest that they have yet to read about.

7. Most children listen to stories before learning to read them-
selves. Listening to a book being read aloud can be a magical 
experience. A good reader brings the book to life—giving the 
characters unique voices, often transporting children to an PH
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*STEM stands for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.

imaginative place. Listening also helps children learn new 
words and expand their vocabulary. After a read-aloud, listen 
to your child’s retelling of the story. Use this information, 
excitement, or lack thereof to choose the next book and 
future book interests.

8. Explore beyond books. Today’s libraries, including the ones 
in our schools, are often described as the hub or the com-
mons. They have areas where people gather to participate 
in activities that allow them to innovate, create, and partner 
with others, such as STEM* rooms or makerspaces. Today’s 
libraries also have story times, book clubs and sales, free 
access to computers, digital resources, and activities that 
engage not just your child, but your whole family.

9. Help your child find books that capture the essence of their 
heritage, culture, and customs. In addition, select books that 
allow them to see the world beyond their home and commu-
nity, including how we coexist with and appreciate others. 
Books like these can be used to guide a conversation about 
empathy, understanding, and humanity. The best books 
make us laugh, cry, and think critically.

10. Last and most important: read! As parents and caregivers, 
we often assume that taking our children to libraries will be 
enough to engage them in book collecting and reading. But 
the truth is, they’re watching all of us. Find a balance between 
technology and books. Consider that visits to the library will 
be memorable experiences, contributing to their autonomy 
and understanding of intellectual freedom. ☐

Where to Find  

Great Books
The best place to look for great books is your local library. 
Librarians know all about books—and they are experts at 
finding books the whole family will enjoy. Your child’s teacher 
may also have some favorite books to recommend.

Another place to find great books is online. Here are 
several websites that feature excellent children’s books.

Reading Rockets—go.aft.org/zpa 
Reading Rockets, which is a great website for families 
and educators to learn about literacy, links to more than 
50 book awards and lists of notable books. 

Social Justice Books—go.aft.org/hyp 
This site offers critical reviews of multicultural books 
and books that advance social justice by covering topics 
like organizing, civil rights, and climate change. It offers 
more than 90 lists of recommended books (and has a 
section on books that are not recommended). 

We Need Diverse Books—go.aft.org/bil  
Books for children and young adults too often don’t 
represent the rich diversity of peoples and cultures 
that we see all around us. This nonprofit is working to 
change that. It also highlights outstanding books with 
meaningful diversity through the Walter Awards. 

Mathical Book Prize—go.aft.org/odx 
Math is everywhere, and the books awarded the Mathi-
cal prize help children from prekindergarten to high 
school see and enjoy it. 

National Council of Teachers of  
English—go.aft.org/mli  
It’s no surprise that English teachers have a love of books! 
To help children fall in love with books too, here are 
awards for the best in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.  

National Science Teaching  
Association—go.aft.org/iu8  
For fascinating books for kindergartners through 12th-
graders about everything from sloths to outer space to dirt 
to x-rays, check out this list of outstanding science books. 
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