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Abstract: For a long time, rural revitalization has been a topic of 
concern. After it was put forward in the form of a policy in 2017, it 
has further received research feedback in many fields, and the edu-
cation field is no exception. This article is based on the quantitative 
analysis of the reports in the CNKI database, with rural revitaliza-
tion as the theme of educational research from 2000 to 2021. We 
summarized its development trends and research priorities. We 
found that after 2017, there has been a surge in education research 
related to rural revitalization, focusing on three aspects: vocational 
education, teacher plight, and education construction. At present, 
the rural revitalization strategy is still in its infancy. Grasping the 
research focus in time and referring to international experience can 
provide a more comprehensive theoretical basis for the realization 
of rural revitalization, promote the flexible change of research fo-
cus, and facilitate the effective implementation of policies. 
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HINA’s development contradictions have been changing. The people’s grow-
ing demand for a better life and unbalanced and inadequate social development 
are the main contradictions at this stage in China. This is particularly prominent 

in China’s urban and rural issues. To promote rural development, China has succes-
sively introduced related policies. In 2017, the rural revitalization strategy was put 
forward; in 2018, the “Guiding Opinions” were issued. The foothold of this strategy 
and guidance is the modernization of agriculture and rural areas, and the development 
goals of industrial upgrading, technological progress, and sound systems are put for-
ward. The rural revitalization strategy proposed by China takes economic construction 
as the explicit goal, but it also has a cultural perspective. The development of rural 
economy and culture cannot be satisfied by existing development forces. Therefore, 
investment in policies, financial resources, and human resources is required. After all, 
external investment is only a temporary solution. Rural revitalization should focus on 
long-term development. Such a development plan requires the village to have its en-
dogenous motivation and a sound talent training mechanism. In turn, it can inde-
pendently cultivate talents suitable for local development and gradually promote the 
development of the rural economy and the improvement of culture. This coincides with 
the idea that other countries in the world attach importance to rural education. 

It is not rare to focus on rural development at the national level worldwide, 
such as Rural Renewal Planning in Germany. In some countries, development policies 
are directly linked to education and training. For example, Australia has implemented 
Vocational Education and Training to improve rural vocational skills. 

Completing a comprehensive well-off society and poverty alleviation in 2020 
marks a significant advancement in China’s rural education. On May 14, 2021, the Min-
istry of Education and other four departments issued the Opinions on the Effective Link-
age of the Consolidation and Expansion of Educational Poverty Alleviation and the 
Effective Connection of Rural Revitalization. As a result, the development goals at this 
stage have been clarified; that is, while consolidating the previous achievements in edu-
cation poverty alleviation, it will further promote the faster development of rural educa-
tion. 
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In this context, analyzing the defects of rural education at this stage, exploring 
the path of education to achieve revitalization, and timely retrospect the internal devel-
opment of education under rural revival is the proper meaning of research education. In 
2021, the “Opinions on the Implementation of the Rural Revitalization Strategy 2018-
2022” issued by the Central and State Council is more than half of the process, and the 
historical task of poverty alleviation has just been completed. At such a critical time 
node, summarize the education field’s thinking on rural revitalization and the measures 
that have been implemented since the policy was put forward in 2017, and make a time-
ly grasp of the current research direction. It is conducive to a clearer understanding of 
the development route in the latter half of the “Guiding Opinions” construction plan. It 
can also make up for research shortcomings and improve the internal construction of 
education. 

China divides the objectives of the rural revitalization strategy into three time 
periods, namely, “significant progress will be achieved in the rural revitalization strate-
gy by 2020; decisive progress will be made by 2035, and rural revitalization throughout 
the year by 2050”. 

Based on the division of this period, it can be seen that the current stage is still 
in the early stage of the strategic layout of rural revitalization. During this period, edu-
cation-related policies include Guiding Opinions on Comprehensively Strengthening the 
Construction of Rural Small-scale Schools and Rural Boarding Schools issued by the 
General Office of the State Council (hereinafter collectively referred to as Two Types of 
Schools). It pointed out that “the running of two types of schools is an important task 
for implementing the strategy of rejuvenating the country through science and education, 
accelerating the modernization of education, and a basic requirement for implementing 
the strategy of rural revitalization and promoting the equalization of basic public ser-
vices in urban and rural areas.” In addition, the Ministry of Education has also set up a 
major pedagogical bidding project, “Research on Rural Education Modernization in 
Rural Revitalization Strategies,” in conjunction with the issue of educational moderni-
zation that has permanently been attached to it, intending to concentrate scientific re-
search forces while promoting the parallel development of rural revitalization strategies 
and educational modernization. 

Since the rural revitalization strategy was first proposed in 2017, the research 
on the two-way relationship between policies and disciplines has become a research 
hotspot. There are various research positions and perspectives, but there is no macro-
scopic experience of this research yet. It summarizes the outlook of education for rural 
revitalization, the achievements made in 2018-2021, and the main problems faced at 
this stage. This research uses the relevant documents collected in China National 
Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI). It uses the quantitative analysis method software 
Citespace to organize and analyze the research on “village revitalization” in the past 30 
years. Then, based on the analysis results, the literature in the field of education under 
the background of rural revitalization is sorted out to clarify the features of the current 
research stage and provide references for subsequent teaching practice, theoretical anal-
ysis, and policy implementation. 
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Data Sources and Research Methods 

The research data in this article comes from CNKI. Set “rural revitalization” as a key-
word in the literature search. The total number of journal articles published under this 
topic in the past 20 years was 27,300. Since the research object of this article is educa-
tion research in the context of rural revitalization strategy, it is necessary to filter the 
preliminary inspection data further. 

Data Sources 
By searching CNKI’s research that set the keyword as “rural revitalization,” after plac-
ing the publication period from 2000 to 2021, more than 20,000 academic journal arti-
cles and 14 articles under the theme of “rural revitalization” can be retrieved as research 
results. The number of articles published in academic journals was small and stable 
from 2000 to 2016. However, it has gradually increased since 2017, reached its peak in 
2019, and dropped slightly in 2020. 

On this basis, the subject “Education” was superimposed to search, and the 
number of academic journal articles obtained was 2,702. The first article was published 
in 2012, and there has been a surge since 2018, and it will reach its peak in 2020. 

However, it is worth noting that some of the keywords of rural education re-
search carried out in the context of rural revitalization will appear in the form of “rural 
education.” Still, the main text discusses the effect of “rural revitalization” on educa-
tional development. Therefore, if the theme is set as “rural education” and the full-text 
search of “rural revitalization” is superimposed, 1,606 journal studies can be obtained. 
Based on relevant data, we can get a trend chart of the research done in education in the 
past 20 years in the context of “rural revitalization”. 

The change in the number of publications of related articles is closely related to 
the trend of China’s policy. In 2017, the “rural revitalization” strategy was first men-
tioned. In 2018, the Guiding Opinions were issued, and the preliminary plan for 2018-
2022 was put forward. In 2019, the number of policy studies had increased sharply. In 
2020, although it is still included in the development plan of the “rural revitalization” 
strategy, the overall focus is on poverty alleviation to achieve a comprehensive well-off 
society, and the research enthusiasm is slightly reduced. In 2021, the Central and State 
Council issued the Opinions on Comprehensively Promoting Rural Revitalization and 
Accelerating Rural Modernization, which made it clear that “rural revitalization” has 
become the focus of this year’s policy. Combined with the National Strategic Plan for 
Rural Revitalization (2018-2022), research on the background of “rural revitalization” 
will be the focus and hot spot for a while. 

Analysis of the Proportion of Educational Research and 
Keyword Analysis 
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In all the papers published in academic journals with the keyword “rural revitalization”, 
classified by subject, the top 40 in the field of education are: “Higher Education” 565 
(1.46%), “Vocational Education” 441 (1.14%), “Agricultural Basic Science” 423 
(1.09%), “Adult Education and Special Education” 366 (0.94%), “Education Theory 
and Education Management” 262 (0.68%). The above articles totaled 5.31%. The re-
sults obtained can see the proportion of rural revitalization in the overall background. 

Furthermore, the subject of “rural revitalization education” is used to search for 
specific research points in education. 

The top 20 major categories are: agricultural economy, education theory, and 
education management, vocational education, adult education, and special education, 
political parties and mass organizations, higher education, culture, secondary education, 
computer software, and computer software applications, talent science and labor scienc-
es, the party of China, elementary education, basic agricultural sciences, agricultural 
economics, ideological and political education, middle school politics and international 
politics, preschool education, library information and digital libraries, tourism, architec-
tural science and engineering. 

On this basis, further keyword searches are carried out to clarify the entry point 
of research. It is manifested in the overall subject background of pedagogy; the current 
Chinese scholars’ research focus is on strengthening professional quality-related educa-
tion, rural teachers-related issues, and the direction of rural cultural construction. 

Analysis of Research Authors and Source Journals 

 Authors of Educational Research in the Context of Rural 

Revitalization Strategy 

By analyzing all the documents under the theme of “rural revitalization education” in 
the CNKI from 2000 to 2021 (January to June), the principal authors are Dequan Zhu of 
Southwest University, Wenwu Hao of Shaanxi Normal University, and Zhengde Xiao 
of Hangzhou Normal University. Among them, Dequan Zhu is devoted to the research 
of vocational education. He is involved in the relationship between vocational education 
and the rural revitalization strategy and the subject development of vocational education 
itself. Wenwu Hao is committed to researching the construction of village and township 
schools. He is bidding for the “Research on the Modernization of Rural Education in the 
Revitalization Strategy of Rural Areas”, a major project of China’s National Social Sci-
ence Foundation of Education. Zhengde Xiao’s research center explores the role of 
teachers in the context of rural revitalization and expands the boundaries of the part of 
teachers. 

 The Source of Journals in the Context of Rural Revitaliza-

tion Strategy 
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The literature comes from core journals and the Chinese Social Science Citation Index 
(CSSCI). In addition, researchers choose to publish more articles: Education Research, 
Journal of Southwest University (Social Science Edition), Exploration and Contending, 
Modern Distance Education Research, and Guizhou Social Sciences. 

Education Research is a social science journal dedicated to education theory 
and education management. The researcher’s educational research under the back-
ground of rural revitalization published above mainly focuses on the theoretical con-
struction of a macro perspective, such as the symbiotic relationship between urban and 
rural education. Southwest University is located in the southwest of China, and adjacent 
to Sichuan, Qinghai, Yunnan, and Guizhou, there are a large number of rural areas that 
need to be improved. Therefore, the educational research under the background of rural 
revitalization in this university is geographically reasonable. 

Therefore, articles published in the Journal of Southwest University (Social 
Science Edition) are mainly based on the local conditions of rural areas to carry out a 
variety of research methods. Exploration and Contending is a comprehensive education 
journal. Most of its publications and research discuss the pattern of education construc-
tion under rural revitalization from the perspective of high-level education. The journal 
of Modern Distance Education focuses on adult education and special education, so the 
publication of articles is biased towards continuing education and the leading role of 
teachers. The journal focus of Guizhou Social Sciences is similar to that of the Journal 
of Southwest University (Social Science Edition), but it has specific concerns about eth-
nic minority regions. 

Research on the Research Perspectives and Results of 
Various Education Fields from the Perspective of Rural 
Revitalization 

 Vocational Education Research under the Background of 

Rural Revitalization 

The achievements of rural vocational education are directly invested in rural construc-
tion and agricultural production and play the most direct role in the development of ru-
ral areas. Therefore, taking vocational and technical education and training as the core 
and forming a modern education system with rural characteristics (Du, 2018) can be-
come the backbone of the strategic layout of rural revitalization. 

 An Analysis of the Obstacles to the Development of Rural Vocational 
Education 

From the perspective of the development trend of China’s vocational education research, 
since the Decision on Accelerating the Development of Modern Vocational Education 
and Modern Vocational Education System Construction Plan (2014-2020) were prom-
ulgated in 2014, the quality of rural vocational education research Gradually improve. 
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Liu (2018) proposed that vocational education should promote its development 
while promoting the “hollow” governance process in rural areas and achieve mutual 
promotion and interaction. Based on the original research direction and research insuf-
ficiency of vocational education in China, combined with foreign research perspectives 
on the relationship between vocational education and rural development, it focuses on 
the relationship between vocational education and rural “hollowing” governance and 
expects to achieve both. Elements and structure are coupled to achieve coordinated de-
velopment and benign interaction. In addition to proposing expectations, the author also 
predicts the resistance to achieving the target development pattern. In the current situa-
tion where rural vocational education lacks research and judgment on actual needs, it is 
difficult for vocational education to keep up with the requirements of industrial upgrad-
ing. The congenital defects of the teaching staff make it impossible to provide public 
services for rural needs effectively. Vocational education itself has a situation where 
cities are solid and rural areas are weak. The “short-board effect” restricts the rural are-
as from getting the education investment they deserve. Multi-party governance makes 
the subject unclear, and the policy cannot be effectively implemented. 

 Prospects for the Development Direction of Vocational Education un-
der the Background of Rural Revitalization 

Rural vocational education is the fundamental driving force of rural revitalization and 
cultivates the talents needed to develop rural revival. It directly concerns all aspects of 
agricultural production and life. The value orientation of rural vocational education can 
firmly guide the construction of follow-up education. In the past, the value orientation 
of rural vocational education was relatively static and one-sided, unable to meet the 
requirements of the times. Some scholars pointed out that the value orientation of rural 
vocational education should be “livelihood, life and ecology” (Xie & Yan (2019). 
While promoting the cultivation of rural technical talents, rural revitalization should be 
realized (Zhu & Shi, 2021), to discover the dual-track parallel of educational develop-
ment and rural revitalization. 

Zhu & Yan (2020) stipulated the logical path for the development of rural vo-
cational education, that is, through the capacity building of the “self-system” of educa-
tion, across other fields of “other-systems”, and integrating the “super-system” of rural 
society. Furthermore, it demonstrates the publicity of rural vocational education and the 
continuous development of modernity in the form of results in multiple fields. 

 The Establishment of a New Training Model under the Background of 
Rural Revitalization 

The vast majority of the current agricultural labor force belongs to physical and tradi-
tional experience farmers. They lack professional self-confidence, lag behind in product 
awareness and personality concepts, and cannot realize the recognition and pursuit of 
“self-worth” in the process of rural revitalization and agricultural modernization. Ma & 
Zhu (2019, 2020) put forward the concept of building a modern apprenticeship and the 
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logic behind the construction of this talent training method through a series of articles. 
The modern apprenticeship system refers to the combination of work and studies teach-
ing methods, with school-enterprise integration as the implementation path, allowing 
enterprises and workers to cultivate new-type professional farmers and construct a 
cross-border identity between quasi-professionals and students. 

This training model advocates the establishment of production, education, and 
school-enterprise cooperation systems. Through apprenticeship contracts, school-
enterprise cooperation, and education system provision, they promote the cultivation of 
modern farmers who are “professional free,” “professional self-confidence,” and “mod-
ern self-consciousness.” Constructing a modern apprenticeship to cultivate a new type 
of professional farmer analysis framework, allowing educated persons to receive train-
ing in the field of work-study alternation, enhance professional participation, and grad-
ually develop farmers’ “modern personality.” We need to actively pursue the maximiza-
tion of interests in modern agricultural industrialization and marketization and become 
the leading force in the modernization of agriculture and rural areas. 

 Research on Teacher Issues in the Context of Rural Revi-

talization 

The research related to teachers in rural education is quite diverse and has become the 
intersection of multiple research fields. 

 The Plight of Teachers’ Self-Development 

Among the measures to vigorously strengthen the development of rural compulsory 
education, the support for areas with weak rural education has a relatively prominent 
characteristic of focusing on “hardware” rather than “software”. Pang et al. (2020) 
pointed out that this characteristic is most pronounced in rural elementary schools. In 
addition, the existing rural teachers have the problems of low professionalism and se-
vere age structure imbalance. Therefore, to ensure the support of talents in rural educa-
tion, it is necessary to provide teachers with solid salary, staffing, and title policies and 
specify reasonable training supplementary policies. The authors pointed out that it is not 
appropriate to one-sidedly emphasize academic qualifications in the teacher supplement 
policy but should consider the degree of subject adaptation to estimate the integration of 
new teachers. 

One of the difficulties faced by teachers’ personal development is the evalua-
tion of professional titles. The number of senior professional titles of rural teachers is 
relatively low, and promotion is difficult. This restricts the professional development 
and remuneration of rural teachers. The predicament of the current rural teachers has 
restricted the professional attractiveness of rural teachers (Pang et al., 2019). Specifical-
ly for the preschool education teacher group, Hong et al. (2021) surveyed the number of 
rural preschool teachers, teacher faculty, salary, and professional development through 
designing questionnaires on the preschool teachers in the central region. They found 
that the number of preschool teachers in the central area is still unable to meet the Pre-
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school Faculty Staffing Standards (Interim) requirements. The proportion of teachers 
with relevant professional backgrounds and preschool teacher qualification certificates 
is relatively low, teachers’ salaries are low, and there is insufficient development space. 
Under such a pattern, where the education undertakings in western China have received 
more guarantees, the data shows a “collapsed” appearance. Researchers define this phe-
nomenon as “central collapse”. 

 The Predicament of Teacher Responsibilities 

The researchers pointed out that the current rural education environment is not condu-
cive to teachers’ performance. Rural teachers have both the role of school education and 
influence on rural customs. However, it is difficult for rural teachers to play their pro-
fessional role in the natural environment due to the obstacles of teachers’ self-
preparation dilemma, the constructive dilemma of resources, and the adaptability di-
lemma of reforming ecology. 

In addition to the reasons mentioned above that hinder teachers’ responsibilities, 
Tang & Wu (2019) focuses on parents’ solidified thinking and expected effects on 
teachers’ performance. The main impact of parents’ solidified thinking is that rural par-
ents have cognition that learning is useless, or have too practical expectations for the 
effectiveness of education, and lack an objective understanding of the long-term value 
of education, which hinders the effectiveness of teacher education. Furthermore, the 
expected effect on teachers’ performance is that China has carried out basic education 
reforms in recent years, and not every reform has an apparent impact. Therefore, teach-
ers will lose the motivation to accept the new overhaul, hindering teachers’ develop-
ment. 

 Promoting Rural Teachers to Play More Responsibilities in Rural Con-
struction 

China released the Rural Teacher Support Plan (2015-2020) in 2015. By 2020, the 
Ministry of Education has issued the Notice on Further Implementing the Living Subsi-
dy Policy for Rural Teachers; simultaneously, the Development and Reform Commis-
sion and other four departments jointly issued the Opinions on Strengthening the Con-
struction of Rural Teachers in the New Era. This reflects the policy level’s continuous 
attention to the development of rural teachers and the current shortcomings caused by 
teacher problems. Its focus can be roughly divided into two aspects: external stimulus 
and internal reinforcement. The measures to focus on external development include: 
guiding the flow of outstanding talents to the countryside, strengthening the training of 
rural teachers who meet the requirements of the new era, improving the social reputa-
tion of rural teachers, and improving the treatment of rural teachers and the humanistic 
environment of the living environment. The measures for construction from within the 
teacher group include: coordinating and increasing the living allowances for rural 
teachers, coordinating and optimizing the arrangement of rural teachers, and stimulating 
the endogenous motivation of teachers to contribute to rural education. 
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Judging from the thinking of the existing research, most of them are consistent 
with the trend of the policy. Basically, it can be divided into the following directions: 

First, Call for Policy Support and Make Specific Suggestions for Policy Construction. 

The study by Tang et al. (2020) pointed out that among the favorable factors that affect 
the professional role of rural teachers, national policy support ranks first with a ratio of 
85.8%. Du (2018) pointed out that it is necessary to build education measures that focus 
on rural education and clarify policy directions. Finally, Pang et al. (2019) gave some 
detailed suggestions on the professional title system in terms of teacher treatment, in-
cluding quota setting, job ratios, and policy preference for exceptional circumstances. 
Zeng & Gao’s (2018) research was based on the implementation of the Rural Teacher 
Support Plan, and on the specific conditions of 12 counties in 6 provinces in the central 
and western regions, and explored the problems that still exist in the construction of the 
rural teacher team after strengthening policy support. It is deduced that the current poli-
cy has shortcomings on the structure of teachers and insufficient personalization of pro-
fessional training content. These problems are more prominent in smaller schools. 
Based on this, they put forward the concept of empowering rural small-scale schools 
and teachers in small-scale rural schools. Provide personalized assistance to the teach-
ing unit of “small-scale rural schools”. 

Second, Improve Professionalism and Cultivate Personal Beliefs. 

Zeng & Gao (2018) pointed out that after the state has made targeted support at the pol-
icy level, the personal literacy of teachers still has the problem of low information tech-
nology application ability. Meanwhile, the researcher also pointed out that the unrea-
sonable structure of the teacher team is typical in rural schools. As a result, most teach-
ers need part-time teaching, but their subject literacy is insufficient, and it isn’t easy to 
meet the teaching standards. Accordingly, it is necessary to provide teachers with com-
prehensive training. 

 Exploration and Research of Educational Construction 

Path under the Background of Rural Revitalization 

Given the gap between the current education level and the goal of rural revitalization, 
scholars have proposed solutions to various problems in the overall vision of education. 

 The Practical Path for the Reform of Basic Education in Rural Areas 

First, the Layout of Rural Basic Education Schools 

Jin et al. (2019) proposed that under the economic rational scale effect value orientation, 
some regions have implemented measures to withdraw sites and merge schools, the 
one-sided pursuit of resource concentration, and the lack of scientific demonstration of 
resource distribution planning has caused a deviation in the layout of educational re-
sources. 
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Under the background of differences in economic development, insufficient 
coordination of regional governments, and social transformation, it isn’t easy to adjust 
educational resources objectively. These problems together led to the decline of rural 
schools and caused children in poverty-stricken areas to face issues such as long-
distance and difficulty in going to school. The reduction in the number of students in 
school has, in turn, made the countryside lose its attractiveness to the workforce, result-
ing in rural revitalization with a hollow workforce. The authors propose corresponding 
rectification plans for resource allocation in this situation: (i) Take urban and rural areas 
as a whole for planning. (ii) Formulate scientific planning standards so that the layout of 
rural schools can be based on evidence. (iii) Use a variety of methods to promote the 
endogenous development of rural schools. 

Second, the Dual Barriers to Urban and Rural Education Caused by Resource Tilt 

Liu & Feng (2019) conducted a particular study and pointed out that after the promulga-
tion of Several Opinions on Promoting the Integrated Reform and Development of Ur-
ban-Rural Compulsory Education in Counties in 2016, some measures to simultaneous-
ly coordinate rural and urban educational resources have been launched. For example, 
the Rural Revitalization Strategic Opinions require the construction of a development 
system that integrates urban and rural areas and integrates regions. This kind of thinking 
can be used for reference in allocating educational resources and with the help of the 
policy background to obtain better implementation effectiveness. 

 The Conception of Targeted Training for Higher Education Boosting 
Rural Development 

Investing in rural construction by college students who have received higher education 
is an efficient way for rural areas to quickly obtain a large amount of high-quality hu-
man capital. Song (2019) analyzed the resistance of college students returning to their 
hometowns to start a business. He believes that the current design of the entrepreneurial 
policy for college students focuses more on “using entrepreneurship to drive employ-
ment” and aims to solve the employment problem. Still, the entrepreneurial risk is not 
fully controlled, resulting in a lack of motivation for college students to start a business. 
At the same time, there are still the problems of insufficient attractiveness of the rural 
environment, low enthusiasm, and inadequate experience of college students to return to 
their hometowns to start a business. Based on this, he put forward the idea of solving 
policy inclination, assistance in risk management, and flexible adjustment of policies to 
make this method obtain more excellent benefits. 

The construction idea of higher education is to improve the training mechanism 
of agricultural talents and strengthen the construction of related disciplines. The “Mid-
term Plan for Rural Practical Talents and Agricultural Science and Technology Talents 
(2010-2020)” pointed out that the proportion of rural practical talents with specific 
knowledge and skills in the rural labor force is only 1.6%. The main reasons for this 
situation are the current unreasonable educational background and employment struc-
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ture of agricultural-related talents. As a result, few agricultural-related talents enter the 
countryside, the difficulty in maintaining talents in the rural areas, the mismatch be-
tween the training talents and the required talents, etc. Liu & Xue (2018) gradually cul-
tivated high-quality talents for rural construction from the perspective of improving the 
government-led diversified talent training mechanism, building a highland of agricul-
ture-related talents, strengthening school-enterprise cooperation, and establishing a tal-
ent database to enhance the connection between supply and demand. 

Cheng & Chen (2019) used a specific case from Huazhong Agricultural Uni-
versity to point out the implementation path of the rural revitalization strategy of the 
agricultural university to assist in implementing the rural revitalization strategy. 
Ren & Tang (2021) proposed a long-term idea of achieving coordinated development in 
teacher training and rural education. With rural education talents, educators who are 
suitable for the environment will be cultivated, and school-based textbooks ideal for 
rural areas will be developed simultaneously, integrating local concepts. 

Areas That Need to be Deepened in Educational Re-

search under the Background of Rural Revitalization 

Strategy 

The research on rural revitalization strategy is currently in its infancy, and a timely 
grasp of the unreached areas of the study will help grasp the direction of the next stage 
of development. 

The Theoretical Research of Education Ontology in the 
Context of Rural Revitalization Has Limitations 

 First, there was a Small Amount of Research in the Theo-

retical Field of Teaching and Curriculum Design 

The part of the current research involving the teaching design of rural schools stays in 
the guidance of ideas and lacks a systematic and effective teaching plan. The study fre-
quently mentions the concept of the urban-rural gap but remains at the material level 
and value level analysis. It did not point out the differences in knowledge system, cog-
nitive style, and learning mode between urban and rural students. There was no prereq-
uisite for studying suitable teaching programs for rural students. 

 Second, the Range of Research was Narrow 

The research on rural teaching in the United States, Australia, Canada, and other coun-
tries not only pays attention to the cultivation of human capital and the awareness of 
agricultural ecology but also involves the study of the system of special education. Alt-
hough the previous data shows that “adult education and special education” has a con-
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siderable amount of publications, the specific research content is biased towards eco-
nomic development through the training of adult production skills, and “special educa-
tion” has become a gap. There is a particular academic journal of Rural Special Educa-
tion Quarterly in foreign countries, which discusses related issues of the educated group 
with special needs, reflecting the comprehensive and balanced focus. Comparing Chi-
na’s current educational research in rural revitalization with the international research 
environment, there is a research blowout due to the proposal of policies. There are also 
many pieces of study focusing on the same issue where the line of sight is too narrow. 
On the contrary, the narrowing of the research field presents a simplification of the 
problem, which does not coincide with the complexity of the rural situation. Chinese 
scholars can adjust the research focus and pay as much attention as possible to all 
groups related to education to improve the “happiness” mentioned in rural revitalization 
in a balanced way. 

 Third, There was a Lack of Research on the Negative Ef-

fects of Policies on Education 

The current research direction is mainly focused on the supporting role of education in 
reaching the goal of rural revitalization and how to maximize the professional part of 
teachers. However, as for the changes and innovations in the disciplines that support the 
revitalization policy in the education field, there is a lack of necessary attention. As a 
result, it has not risen to the level of theoretical research. 

 Lack of Dynamic Attention to Changes in Data 

Education serves as a driving factor for rural revitalization to provide talent support for 
the development of society and changes itself, and forms an innovation in the education 
system. This change has both distinctive characteristics of the times and the environ-
ment. The current research focuses mainly on promoting rural economic construction 
by educational practice and strengthening talent reserves. There is no research on the 
changes within education that education itself has produced in response to developmen-
tal changes. This is a worthy part of the subsequent research. Tracking a large number 
of curriculum practices and summarizing the course results may promote the deepening 
of pedagogy’s research. This part of the research first appeared in the agricultural disci-
plines of higher education and belonged to the “most important” higher education re-
form research project. If it can be further expanded to basic and vocational education, it 
will complement the current lack of original teaching theory. 

The researcher pointed out the problems in the number of rural teachers, the ra-
tio of teachers to students, the age of teachers, and the number of staff. The scope of the 
discussion is basically placed on a national scale, and a few studies have selected spe-
cific cases in individual regions for analysis. However, reviewing the China Education 
Statistics Yearbook showed that since the “Rural Teacher Support Plan” was put for-
ward in 2015, the data from 2016 to 2019 has changed significantly, including the num-
ber of preschools in the basic situation of preschool education. 83,884 in 2015 increased 
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to 98,688 in 2019; border provinces such as Qinghai, Ningxia, Xinjiang, and Yunnan 
had the largest increase. Although the number of preschool teachers is not accurate to 
the province, it is also worth exploring the root causes behind the data changes from an 
overall perspective. The details of the significant pattern change still need to be studied 
by scholars. In addition to the longitudinal data analysis of chronological changes in a 
single region, the horizontal errors between provinces should also be considered com-
patible to explore the reasons for the dislocation of regional differences and various 
teaching elements. While tracing the data changes and the root causes behind them, it is 
worth noting whether the teaching results have made substantial progress. This part of 
the current research volume is relatively small, and it is worthwhile to focus more on it. 

Another focus of the research on rural teachers is the internal construction of 
rural teachers. The internal construction situation most directly reflects the ratio of the 
number of teachers to the personnel composition of all types of teachers. According to 
the China Education Statistics Yearbook 2019, the total number of faculty and staff in 
rural elementary schools in 2019 was 1,795,347, of which 1,679,354 were full-time 
teachers, 63,394 were substitute teachers, and 14,761 were part-time teachers. Among 
them, the number of substitute teachers in Beijing and Zhejiang was zero, and the num-
ber of substitute teachers in Tianjin, Shanghai, Guizhou, and Yunnan was less than 100. 
Substitute and part-time teachers in rural elementary schools in Henan Province account 
for 5.3% of the total staff, and in middle schools was 1.46%. Whether it was the latest 
2019 data or 2016 data, Henan ranked first in the country. What kind of background 
allows Henan Province to have a large group of rural substitute teachers and part-time 
teachers? What are their treatment and teaching levels? These are all issues worthy of 
further investigation. However, the number and proportion of part-time teachers in 
Yunnan and Guizhou, a large rural population, were not high. What is the source of 
their formation? It can be compared horizontally with provinces with a large proportion 
of part-time and substitute teachers. 

In the context of rural revitalization, the number of rural teachers, the im-
provement of the professional training of original teachers, and the specific implemen-
tation of similar policies in particular regions have not yet been sufficiently studied. 
Moreover, research comparing the situation before and after implementing rural revital-
ization-related policies is not very sufficient. Therefore, if the effectiveness of the poli-
cy is to be judged, it is imperative to follow up on the results of the policy promptly. 

 Unbalanced Efforts in Various Fields of Education 

The current research focus is mainly on vocational education, and the research in this 
field is also relatively comprehensive. In contrast, the research on preschool education 
and compulsory education appears to be out of balance. The current research in these 
fields is mainly on the distribution of teaching resources such as teachers, focusing on 
guiding policies to invest in this stage of education. However, the research on pedagogy 
and subject ontology is still in its infancy. The Humanities and Social Science Project of 
the Ministry of Education of China, Theoretical and Practical Exploration of Rural 
Education to Promote Rural Revitalization-Taking Zhejiang Anji as an Example is wor-
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thy of attention. At present, the research results on the teacher professional development 
model in the form of “the famous teacher studio” made by Tong et al. (2021) are rare 
cases derived from the specific practice and theoretical research. 

In the follow-up research, we refer to the research paradigm of agriculture-
related disciplines in vocational and higher education. In basic education, the research 
point of view is placed on the construction of the subject itself, and basic education con-
tent and teaching methods suitable for rural areas have been explored. 
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