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Abstract 

The purpose of the present study was to analyse and evaluate a book considering suitability with 

children's rights. More specifically, it was aimed to answer the research problem of  “To what extend 

is the book named Melody suitable for child rights according to Turkish pre-service teachers?” in 

detail. The present quantitative study was designed based on descriptive research model. The sample 

of the present study was composed 105 sophomore pre-service teachers enrolled in Turkish teacher 

education program. They were selected based on criterion sampling strategy. The data were collected 

through “Text Evaluation Scale for Child Rights” developed by Söylemez (2018). The quantitative 

data were analysed using descriptive statistical techniques such as arithmetic mean, mode, frequency, 

percentage, and standard deviation. Moreover, normality of the data was tested by skewness-kurtosis 

coefficient and Komogorov-Simirnov test. The findings were reported based on pre-service teachers’ 

evaluations of the book related to a child excluded from school activities because of her disability. 

Based on findings, it was observed that pre-service teachers could evaluate the book with respect to 

children's rights through a literary book effectively. 
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Introduction 

Right is a concept that includes the interests of the individual to be protected and the 

protection of the individual by law. Basically, every person has rights (freedom, citizenship, 

residence, travel, etc.) determined by the laws and conventions. Moreover, values and morals 

referring to ethics have importance and significance for organizations and society (Grigoropoulos, 

2019). Child rights, which should be considered within the concept of human rights, are also 

determined by the international conventions. United Nations composed a convention consisting of 54 

items which “indicates that the necessity to behave the child exclusively was determined by Child 

Rights Declaration revealed by the United Nations General Assembly in November 20th, 1959 and 

Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1924” depending on the related documents of The 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(especially Articles 23 and 24) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (especially Article 10), and the foundations of specialized organizations and international 

organizations dealing with the well-being of the children (UNICEF 1989). This convention was 

confirmed by the United Nations General Assembly on November 20th, 1989 and came into force on 

September 2nd, 1990 in order to protect the rights of the child. 142 countries including Turkey signed 

this convention. Human rights as a critical issue must be taught to the students and take its place in 

education. Based on this issue, there have been research examining human rights education in the 

literature (Bajaj, 2004; Balton, 1992; Charles, 1991; Flowers and Shiman, 1997; Hornberg, 2002; 

Lohrenscheit, 2002; Magendzo, 1994; Meintjes, 1997). 

When we examine human life by dividing it into stages in terms of its characteristics, the time 

from birth to the age of two is considered as infancy, and the time from two to adolescence (up to the 

age of 15) is considered as childhood (Gürel, Temizyürek and Şahbaz, 2007; Oğuzkan, 2010; Şahin, 

2014). The United Nations’ Child Rights Convention considers every person up to the age of eighteen 

as a child (MEB (MoNE)1991). A person who has not completed the age of 18 is a child according to 

the Article 6/1-c of the Turkish Penal Code No.5237 (TCK (Turkish Penal Code), 2004). According 

to Article 3/1-a of Child Protection Law (ÇKK (Child Protection Law)) No 5395, a person under 18 is 

a child, even if s/he reaches maturity at an earlier age (ÇKK (Child Protection Law) 2005). As stated 

by the law, every human being is a child and in need of protection until s/he turns 18. 

Approaching the childhood as an independent period and accepting the need for a special care 

for children are almost recent in the world (Gander and Gandier, 2007; Yurtsever, 2009). The periods 

are divided into three parts: the traditional childhood period, when the child was not behaved different 

from the adulthood, the ancient childhood period when information about childhood was not 

available, and today, the modern understanding of the childhood (Şirin, 2007b). The modern 

childhood period, with the transition from the extended family structure to the nuclear family 
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structure, enabled the families to pay more attention to the development of the children and this has 

been a factor in shaping the period. This process, which started with the caring of the child in the 

family, provided to focus on the education of the child. Education plays a fundamental role in the 

social, psychological and linguistic development of the child. Reading has an active role in language 

development and mental development, thus reading materials were needed for reading. In the past, 

among the works written for adults, the ones suitable for children were chosen, but these works did 

not meet the needs of the children in many ways. This paved the way for the creation of a literature 

specific to children.  

Children's literature is the general name of the works that enrich the emotions and thoughts 

with artistic linguistic and visual messages and increase the level of appreciation in accordance with 

the language development and comprehension levels of children in a life stage starting from early 

childhood to adolescence (Sever, 2010: 17). Children's literature is a sub-branch of literature that 

includes literary works that meet the interests and needs in childhood of human life. Literature 

presented to the children is a specific field, basic principle of which is "suitability for the children" 

(Arıcı, 2016; Dursunoğlu, 2015; Gürel et al., 2007; Oğuzkan, 2010; Sever, 2010; Şirin, 2007a; Turan, 

Gerez and Taşkın, 2018). Suitability for the child is a principle based on the creation of oral and 

written texts that appeal to the children's own world, can understand the children, and their needs 

without being superior to them, is suitable for their developmental level, and respond to their interests 

and needs. 

Children's literature has two subjects, one is child and the other is literature (Arıcı, 2016). A 

child is a person aged between 2 and18. From the moment babies are born, they tend to understand, 

recognize and learn everything around them through their mother tongue. This curiosity also 

constitutes the basis of children’s development in childhood. Literature is the written and verbal 

expression of feelings, thoughts and dreams (Kıbrıs, 2002: 1). The basis of both literature and 

language teaching is text. The text is a set of strings produced verbally or in written form by one or 

more people in a certain communication context (Günay, 2007: 44). The text is also the basic material 

needed in language teaching. The main factor in the development of reading skill is again the texts. 

The development of reading skill depends on the inclusion of qualified children's literature products 

in the selection of texts in Turkish course books (Dilidüzgün, 2004). For this reason, the reference 

source for language teaching and the development of reading skills should be the texts that address the 

child's world, understand the child and protect his/her rights. The child who encounters with reading 

and writing makes sense of the world through written texts and forms his/her mental concepts 

(Eryaman, 2008). The child who learns in this way is curious about everything (Sever, 2013). The 

child who gets acquainted with reading and writing makes sense of the world through written texts 

and forms his mental concepts. It is adults’ task to bring the children together with works that will 

make them wonder, respond to their needs, contribute to their development, and raise their curiosity. 
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Because the child is a vulnerable individual whose reasoning ability has not yet developed and who 

cannot distinguish between right and wrong. They are open to any data presented to them and are 

exposed to them. For this reason, it is not possible for children to know their rights, to protect 

themselves and to make decisions about their own lives. Therefore, the texts to be used in education 

should be precise and proper for the children in terms of children’s rights. When the United Nations 

Convention of the Rights of the Child is examined in terms of content, it can be said that it is 

structured on the themes of "Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities", "Family Environment and 

Care", "Basic Health and Welfare" and "Citizenship Rights and Freedoms" (Yurtsever, 2009: 67). 

According to the text, every child who was born has the right to be cared for by their parents by 

taking the name given by them. In such cases that the parents cannot manage to take care for the 

children, the state is obliged to provide the necessary conditions. It is stated in the text that the 

children have freedom of religion and conscience, can freely express their opinions, and participate in 

any artistic activities. The signatory states of the convention have guaranteed to maintain it. The 

contract, which guarantees many rights that will ensure the development of children starting from 

living, which is the most fundamental right of the children, accepts children as separate individuals 

with their own rights, freedoms and boundaries and takes them under protection (Söylemez, 2018).  

The book titled “Melody” is about the story of a special child who has found herself on 

today's bestseller list. She is an eleven-year-old girl named Melody. Melody cannot speak or use her 

arms and feet because of her illness. However, she goes to school with the effort of her family since 

she does not have a mental disability. She shows a performance that surpasses her peers in a quiz held 

at school, and this increases her commitment to life. The team, who have to leave the region for the 

last quiz program, get on the plane without telling Melody. They have in mind from the very 

beginning that a disabled individual does not participate in such a competition. The author makes the 

reader feel this throughout the plot. But the last incident clearly reveals this idea. They fail the quiz 

held in the region that Melody did not participate in. This book, which especially appeals to secondary 

school students in terms of its subject and style, was carefully read by Turkish preservice teachers and 

attracted considerable attention in terms of focusing on a disabled child who is subjected to injustice. 

It is thought that it is important to examine such a book in terms of children's rights for teachers who 

are expected to be sensitive about the injustices suffered by children. It is considered that it is crucial 

to examine such a book in terms of children's rights with preservice teachers who are expected to be 

sensitive about the injustices that children suffer. Within this framework, the aim of the study is to 

evaluate the book named “Melody” in terms of suitability with children's rights. For this purpose, the 

problem statement of the study was determined as follows: 

“To what extend is the book named Melody suitable for child rights according to Turkish pre-

service teachers?” 
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Method 

Design of the Research 

The study was designed using descriptive research model, one of the quantitative research 

designs. “Scanning models aim to depict and describe a past or ongoing event as it is. What is vital 

here is to observe the event properly and to reveal the results” (Karasar, 1991: 77). Descriptive 

research is useful to represent the properties, views and characteristics of the participants (Rubin and 

Babbie, 2008; Thomlison, 2001). In this study, using this model, it is aimed to reveal the 

examinations and evaluations of Turkish teacher candidates to what extent a work is about children's 

rights and how it reflects children's rights. In other words, it has been revealed that how Turkish pre-

service teachers deal with children's rights in the book titled “Melody” in a quantitative method. 

Data Collection 

The “Text Evaluation Scale for Child Rights” developed by Söylemez (2018) was used as a 

data collection tool in the study conducted through descriptive research. While the lowest score that 

can be obtained from this five-point Likert type assessment instrument consisting of 40 items was 40, 

the highest score was determined as 200. The internal consistency value of the assessment instrument 

was determined by Söylemez (2018) as α = .901, α = .822 for the author sub-dimension and α = .834 

for the content sub-dimension. 

In order to provide reliability of the instrument using in the current study, Cronbach Alpha 

coefficients were calculated. Based on these calculations, it was observed that similar results were 

observed in the findings of the researcher. These values can provide evidence that the instrument was 

valid and reliable for using in the present study. 

Table 1. Text Assessment Scale for Children's Rights Cronbach Alpha Coefficients 

Factor Alpha Item Number 
Author 0.623 7 
Content 0.861 33 
Instrument score 0.847 40 

 
For the Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient, 0.00 <α <0.40 is considered to be unreliable, 

0.40 <α <0.60 as lowly reliable, 0.60 <α <0.90 quite reliable and 0.90 <α <1.00 highly reliable. 

(Özdamar, 1999; cited in Tavşancıl, 2006: 29). 

When Table 1 is examined, it is seen that both the whole scale and the author and content 

sub-dimensions are quite reliable according to the Cronbach Alpha coefficient. 

Data Analysis 

The obtained data were analysed according to descriptive statistical methods such as 

frequency, mean and standard deviation values with the help of SPSS program. First of all, whether 
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the scores obtained by the pre-service teachers from the scale show normal distribution was examined 

using tests such as Kolmogorov-Smirnov. In addition, whether the pre-service teachers' scores show 

normality according to the dimensions of the scale was tested by calculating the skewness-kurtosis 

coefficient. Moreover, pre-service teachers' responses to the scale and their book reviews were 

analysed using descriptive statistical techniques such as arithmetic mean, mode, frequency, 

percentage, and standard deviation. 

Population and Sample 

While the population of the study was composed of Turkish preservice teachers, the sample 

was determined as 2nd grade students of Bartın University and Süleyman Demirel University. The 

sampling method was determined by criterion sampling technique, which is one of the purposeful 

sampling methods, and the study was based on voluntariness. The criteria used in the selection of 

samples were determined as taking the "Children's Literature" class and having read the book 

"Melody". The study was carried out with volunteer participants having these criteria. In other words, 

it was conducted with 105 pre-service teachers who voluntarily participated in the study. The gender 

status of the participants in the sample is given in the table below: 

Table 2. Frequency and Percentage (%) Distribution Regarding the Gender of the Pre-service 
Teachers Participating in the Study  

Gender The Number of the People Percentage 
Male 
Female 
Total 

38 36.2% 
67 63.8% 

105 100.0% 
 

When Table 2 was examined, it was determined that 63.8% of the teachers participating in the 

study were female and 36.2% were male. As can be seen here, most of the participants are female pre-

service teachers. It can be said that the participant students’ gender distribution as male and female is 

proportional to the gender distribution of all students studying at Bartın University and Süleyman 

Demirel University Turkish Language Teaching Department, where the participants are selected. 

Findings 

In order to determine the necessary statistical processes, it is necessary to evaluate the normal 

distribution of the sample. In cases where the sample size is more than 50 people, the Kolmogorov-

Smirnov test is the best test for normality test (Sarstedt and Mooi, 2014). For this reason, 

Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was applied and the results obtained are given below. 

Table 3. Kolmogorov-Smirnov Normality Test Results  

 Kolmogorov-Smirnova Shapiro-Wilk 
Statistics S.D. p Statistics S.D. p 

Scale Score .064 105 .200* .980 105 .106 



Educational Policy Analysis and Strategic Research, V16, N3, 2021 
© 2021 INASED 

13 

According to the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test result, which was examined because the sample 

size was over 50, (since p> 0.05) the available data show a normal distribution. When Table 3 is 

examined, it can be said that the scores of the book titled Melody for children's rights reveals a normal 

distribution. 

Table 4. Descriptive Data Regarding the Book titled Melody on Children's Rights  

 N M Sd. Mode Median Kurtosis Skewness 
Scale Score 105 154.33 10.049 164 155 1.044 .420 

 
According to the results in the descriptive statistics table, the average score obtained from the 

scale was 154.33, the median was 155, the peak value was 164 and the standard deviation was 10.049. 

When Table 3 is examined, it is seen that mean scores, mode, and median values are close to each 

other. When we look at the kurtosis and skewness values in the table, we can say that the scores show 

a normal distribution. Kurtosis and skewness values between -2 and +2 indicate that the data are 

distributed normally (George and Mallery, 2003). 

Table 5. Descriptive Data Regarding the Author Sub-Dimension of the Book titled Melody on 
Children's Rights 

 N M Sd. Mode Median Kurtosis Skewness 
Author 105 3.90 .395 4 4 .188 .364 

 
According to the results in Table 5, the mean score obtained from the "Author" sub-

dimension of the scale was 3.90, the median was 4, the peak value was 4, and the standard deviation 

was 0.395. When the table is examined, it is seen that the scale point averages, mode and median 

values of the teachers are close to each other. Upon examining the kurtosis and skewness values in the 

table, it can be said that the scores of the scale sub-dimension show a normal distribution. 

Table 6. Descriptive Data on the Content Sub-Dimension of the Book titled Melody on Children's 
Rights  

 N M Sd. Mode Median Kurtosis Skewness 
Content 105 3.84 .256 4 4 .791 .255 

 
According to the results in Table 6, the mean score obtained from the "Content" sub-

dimension of the scale was 3.84, the median was 3.42, the peak value was 3, and the standard 

deviation was 0.256. When the table is examined, it is seen that the scale point averages, mode and 

median values of the teachers are close to each other. When looking at the kurtosis and skewness 

values in the table, it can be said that the scores of the scale sub-dimension show a normal 

distribution. 
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Table 7. Rates and Limits of Scale Options  

Option Rates Limits 
Strongly Disagree 1 1.00 – 1.80 
Disagree 2 1.81 – 2.60 
Neither Agree nor Disagree 3 2.61 – 3.40 
Agree 4 3.41 – 4.20 
Strongly Agree 5 4.21 – 5.00 

  
The arithmetic mean ranges based on the evaluation of the research findings, considering the 

calculation of the interval width of the scale with the formula "range / number of groups to be 

applied" (Tekin, 2002) are in the form of; 1.00-1.80; "Strongly disagree", 1.81-2.60; "Disagree", 2.61-

3.40; “Neither Agree nor Disagree”, 3.41-4.20; " Agree" and 4.21-5.00; "Strongly agree". 

Since the research is about the evaluation of the children's literature work named Melody, 

when it comes to evaluating the text, it was deemed appropriate to revise the options as follows within 

the scope of expert opinions. 

Table 8. Rates and Limits of Scale Options Revised for Evaluation 

Option Revised Option Rate Limits 
Strongly Disagree The Lowest 1 1.00 – 1.80 
Disagree Low 2 1.81 – 2.60 
Neither Agree nor Disagree Middle 3 2.61 – 3.40 
Agree High 4 3.41 – 4.20 
Strongly Agree Higher 5 4.21 – 5.00 
 

When Table 8 is analysed, while collecting data, the options suitable for the five-point Likert 

type from "strongly disagree" to "strongly agree" are revised in the same direction from "very weak" 

to "very strong" and is suitable for the five-point Likert type in the analysis section where it is 

evaluated whether the text aims at children's rights. Thus, the data will be reflected on the text and 

interpreted more easily and clearly.   

Table 9. Item Score Averages of the Book titled Melody on Children's Rights    

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 
V1 105 1.00 5.00 4.0095 .81448 
V2 105 1.00 5.00 3.8286 .77778 
V3 105 1.00 5.00 4.1333 .94122 
V4 105 1.00 5.00 3.5333 1.13567 
V5 105 1.00 5.00 3.6667 .90582 
V6 105 2.00 5.00 4.4000 .71522 
V7 105 1.00 5.00 3.7524 1.04496 
V8 105 2.00 5.00 4.3048 .70879 
V9 105 1.00 5.00 3.9143 .86729 
V10 105 2.00 5.00 4.3810 .69864 
V11 105 2.00 5.00 4.1429 .73939 
V12 105 1.00 5.00 3.9810 .89851 
V13 105 1.00 5.00 3.1714 1.18854 
V14 105 1.00 5.00 4.4381 1.24020 
V15 105 1.00 5.00 3.9810 .98039 
V16 105 1.00 5.00 4.0381 1.12033 
V17 105 1.00 5.00 4.0667 1.29546 
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V18 105 1.00 4.00 4.5714 .71765 
V19 105 2.00 5.00 4.1333 .73467 
V20 105 2.00 5.00 3.9143 .79801 
V21 105 1.00 5.00 3.8952 1.08241 
V22 105 1.00 5.00 3.3143 .99338 
V23 105 1.00 5.00 3.5714 1.20780 
V24 105 1.00 5.00 4.3333 .93713 
V25 105 1.00 5.00 3.2000 1.29644 
V26 105 1.00 5.00 3.9905 .87151 
V27 105 1.00 5.00 3.5524 1.03757 
V28 105 1.00 5.00 2.8190 1.10750 
V29 105 2.00 5.00 4.1333 .79743 
V30 105 1.00 5.00 2.9714 1.27443 
V31 105 1.00 5.00 3.0000 1.14290 
V32 105 1.00 5.00 4.0190 .96058 
V33 105 1.00 5.00 3.8571 .87077 
V34 105 2.00 5.00 3.9619 .71956 
V35 105 1.00 5.00 4.0857 .74826 
V36 105 2.00 5.00 4.2381 .81481 
V37 105 2.00 5.00 4.1905 .68071 
V38 105 1.00 5.00 3.8762 .91667 
V39 105 1.00 5.00 3.2381 1.05177 
V40 105 1.00 5.00 3.7238 1.06062 
Allmean 105 2.78 4.23 3.8583 .25122 
Valid N (listwise) 105     

 
When Table 9 is examined, it has been determined that the scores for the book named Melody 

on children's rights (out of 5) are at the arithmetic average of 3.85 and at the level of "Disagree". In 

other words, it can be stated that the statue of the book for children's rights is at a "strong" level. 

When the work is evaluated, it is seen that the highest score in terms of arithmetic mean is 

item 18 (x  = 4.57) and the 10% with the highest score are the 14th (x  = 4.43), 6th (x  = 4.40) and 10th (x  

= 4.38) items, respectively. In this case, it can be said that the book does not demonstrate child as a 

sexual object and does not include images that will cause children to abuse, on the contrary, it can be 

said that the book features a content in which parents guide children and allow them to express their 

opinions freely. 

While evaluating the text, it is seen that the lowest score was given to the 28th item (x  = 

2.81). It is seen that this item is in the form of “there is a positive discrimination towards 

handicapped children.” and no strong content has been created for this. It is observed that the 30th (x  

= 2.97), 31st (x  = 3.00), and 13th (x  = 3.17) items are respectively in the 10  with the lowest score. 

The item average scores correspond to the "medium" level can be evaluated as positive and also it is 

important in terms of revealing the weaknesses of the work in terms of children's rights. Although it is 

at a "medium" level in terms of expressions that may violate children's rights, the visuals contribute 

positively to child development, and expressions that attack the child's honour and dignity, it can be 

said that the book falls behind in terms of other features. 
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Table 10. The Ratio of Item Average Scores to Overall Average  

 Item Numbers    
Items below the general 
average 2, 4, 5, 7, 13, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 33, 39, 40 3.4133 

Items above the general 
average 

1, 3, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 26, 29, 32, 
34, 35, 36, 37, 38 4.1253 

 

When Table 10 is examined, it is seen that the number of the items above the general average 

is higher and the average of these items is x  = 4.12. Since the average of the items below the general 

average is x  = 3.41 and it can be considered as  strong" in both groups, the book titled Melody can be 

considered as a suitable book for children's rights. 

Table 11. Data Related to Pre-Service Teachers' Average Scale Scores According to Gender and T-
Test Results Applied to These Scores  

Gender N    ss sd t p 
Male 38 3.76 .257  

103 
 

-1.018 
 

.311 Female 67 3.94 .248 
 

When Table 11 is examined, pre-service teachers' perceptions of the book named Melody on 

children's rights do not show a significant difference according to gender (t (103) = - 1.018, p> 0.05). 

Perceptions of the female pre-service teachers (for X = 3.94) regarding the work's being about 

children's rights are more positive than the perceptions of male teacher candidates (   = 3.76). 

Table 12. The Item Score Average of the Sub-Dimensions Regarding the Book titled Melody on 
Children's  

Sub-Dimension The Number of The Items    
Content 33 3.84 
Author 7 3.90 

 

When Table 12 is examined, it is seen that the average score (x  = 3.84) obtained from the 

content sub-dimension is at the "strong" level. This reveals that the content of the book titled Melody 

is written in a strong compliance with children's rights, in other words it does not violate children's 

rights. Looking at the highest and lowest average item scores shown in Table 9 before in the findings, 

it is seen that both groups belong to the content sub-dimension. It is a quite positive circumstance that 

the items with low scores are at the "medium" level in terms of the content of the work. Nevertheless, 

focus group interviews were conducted to reveal weak points of the content. Compared to the others, 

the participants, who stated that they gave a lower score to item 28, but a high score to item 29 due to 

the realistic view of the author against the negative attitudes of society towards disabled children, 

stated that the book does not privilege disabled individuals, but it supports them to be active in life. 

This shows that there is a consistent view in the text and that there is no negative situation. 

It is seen that the average score (x  = 3.90) obtained from the author sub-dimension is at the 

“strong” level and higher than the content sub-dimension. It can be claimed that the author of the 
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book (Sharon M. Draper) is sensitive enough to children's rights and has a writer's attitude in this 

direction. In the evaluations of the author, it was observed that the 39th item (raising awareness of 

children against harmful habits) and 40th item (the author's criminal history regarding children's 

rights) were below the general average of the scale. As a result of the focus group interviews, the 

middle level determination regarding the 39th item is due to the content of the book, and the “medium” 

determination regarding the 40th item is due to the fact that the participants are indecisive and mark a 

medium value since it requires a research about the author. 

Conclusion and Discussion 

The book titled Melody is about a disabled child who is subjected to injustice. It is taken into 

consideration that the rights and freedoms recognized by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

and the International Conventions of Human Rights are accepted and declared for everyone without 

any discrimination. In this respect, the fact that an individual is disabled does not constitute an 

obstacle to participation in competitions and events. The article of the International Convention, 

published in the Official Gazette No. 27288, is expressed as "Establishing organizations for disabled 

people that represent them at international, national, regional and local levels and ensuring their 

involvement in these organizations". The book is about a child who is tried to be excluded from 

school activities because of her disability. In this study, it is aimed that pre-service teachers can 

evaluate on children's rights through a literary book. 

In the evaluation of the book titled Melody, the item “In the text, the idea of free medical 

support for children is supported” received a high score. Because the participation of disabled people 

in social life is a content that has a positive message in terms of trying to find the necessary 

equipment. 

However, the item "child/ children have been cared by their parents in the text” is criticized 

for being left to the family to meet the needs of the child to a large extent. This situation puts the 

family in a difficult situation occasionally. In this respect, it is important in terms of leaving the 

responsibility to the family in the text, and even the family trying to acquire the communication tool 

that the child needs. 

 The item " In the text, child is given a chance to express his/her opinion freely via an 

instrument he/she will choose " was realized in line with the efforts of the family to provide the 

appropriate means. The protagonist got the chance to express herself by being included in the school 

environment with the encouragement of his family and the ones around. Ulutaşdemir (2007) pointed 

out that it may be difficult for a child who lives in separate educational institutions away from normal 

living environments and who spends most of the time at school among disabled children like herself, 

may be difficult to adopt such behaviours. In this sense, the message of the book is important that the 

children should be educated at the same level as their peers and be successful like their peers. 



Educational Policy Analysis and Strategic Research, V16, N3, 2021 
© 2021 INASED 

18 

In the outcomes of the text evaluation process, it is understood that there is no equal 

opportunity in education in terms of the features of the text. The disability of the protagonist prevents 

his participation in the quiz program. The text includes some points that violate children's rights. At 

this point, the author gives messages in the text about the protection of child rights. Additionally, it 

was determined that the item " In the text, there is a positive discrimination towards handicapped 

children" was not present. On the other hand, the item " In the text, there is an approach about the 

active participation of the disabled children to the society " is supported in the book. In this respect, 

the given message is that the society will not provide convenience to disabled people, but they can 

achieve success more actively in the society. When evaluated in terms of positive discrimination 

based on this realistic assessment that can be seen throughout life, it may cause despair for the 

disabled person to stay in the back due to their disability. 

It is observed that the child is regarded as a child, the reactions are conveyed through child’s 

point of view, s/he is not shown as a sexual object, there are no visuals that will cause child abuse, 

and an environment is created where parents are guiding and can express their opinions freely. The 

point that the author wants to draw attention to is that the protagonist is exposed to an atmosphere of 

exclusion by her friends and the school administration because of her disability. It is seen that there is 

no different abuse here. 

The lowest scoring items are " In the text, the child is imaged as a sex object " and " Some 

visuals which could cause child abuse were used in the text". These items are interpreted as the book 

does not include sexual content. Güzelyurt (2020) found out that in the illustrated children's books he 

examined, such contents as, respectively, protection from sexual abuse, sexual questions and body 

recognition were given the most attention. This sensitive issue needs to be positioned correctly in 

order to perform sexual education correctly and appropriately. Previous studies have emphasized that 

sexual education should be told students and they should be taught how to protect themselves (Balter, 

Van Rhijn and Davies, 2016). Deniz and Gözütok (2017) identified the examples of gender 

discrimination in the books they examined. Touriane (2015) draws attention to the fact that the 

characteristics of a person, including such concepts as sexuality and historical memory, emerge when 

s/he becomes conscious of them. In this respect, it is positive that sexuality is not reflected in a child 

book. 

The items "Some statements/expressions which violate child rights were located in the text." 

and " In the text, there is an offense to child’s honour and dignity  of the text discussed in the 

evaluation received the lowest scores. In his study, Sever (2002) criticizes the possibility of 

encouraging children who experience significant deprivation as a result of the subject in the novel to 

identify with wrong examples. Dağlıoğlu and Çamlıbel-Çakmak (2009) criticize the story books they 

examined for being constructed with characteristics far from children's thought systems and including 

characters that they could identify with, and to diversify and develop from the fears of violent 
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phenomena they see in their environment, instead of protecting children from them. Today, 

underlying reason of the perception of violence is that there are elements of violence in child books. 

Kara (2007) states that the fantasy children's books that hold reading records hide the violence 

element by showing them as images and it is an intended situation. In this sense, it is notable that the 

book does not reflect violence. 

References 

Akbuğa, B. and Gürsel, F. (2007). Bilgilendirme yoluyla beden eğitimi spor yüksekokulu öğrencilerinin 
engelli bireye yönelik değişen tutumları. Spormetre Beden Eğitimi ve Spor Bilimleri Dergisi , 
5(1), 5-8 . https://doi.org/10.1501/Sporm_0000000119  

Arıcı, A. F. (2016). Çocuk edebiyatı ve kültürü. Pegem Akademi Yayınları.  

Bajaj, M. (2004). Human rights education student self-conception in the Dominican Republic, Journal of 
Peace Education, 1, 1–16. https://doi.org/10.1080/1740020032000178285 

Balter, A. S., Van Rhijn, T., and Davies, A. (2016). The development of sexuality in childhood in early 
learning settings: An exploration of Ontario Early Childhood Educators’ perceptions. 
Canadian Journal of Human Sexuality, 25(1), 30-40. http://dx.doi.org/10.3138/cjhs.251-A3 

Balton, D. A. (1992). Human rights in the classroom: teaching the convention on the rights of the child. 
Social Education, April/May, 210–212. 

Charles, P. H. (1991). Educating for human rights. Human Rights Quarterly, 13, 420–423. 

Çocuk Haklarına Dair Sözleşme (1989). https://www.unicef.org/turkey/çocuk-haklarına-dair-sözleşme 
accessed on 22/01/2021.  

Çocuk Koruma Kanunu (2005). https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/MevzuatMetin/1.5.5395.pdf accessed on 
22/01/2021.  

Dağlıoğlu, H. E. and Çakmak-Çamlıbel, Ö. (2009). Okul öncesi çocuklarına yönelik yayınlanan hikâye 
kitaplarının şiddet ve korku ögeleri açısından incelenmesi Türk Kütüphaneciliği, 23 (3), 510-
534. 

Deniz, Ü., and Gözütok, A. (2017). Okul öncesi dönem çocuk kitaplarının cinsel gelişim ve cinsel eğitim 
açısından incelenmesi. Journal of International Social Research, 10(49).422-431. 

Diamond, K. E., and Huang, H. (2005). Prescholers’ ideas about disabilities. Infants and Young Children, 
18, 37-46. https://doi.org/10.1097/00001163-200501000-00005 

Dilidüzgün S. (2004). Okuma öğretimi hedefleri bağlamında Türkçe ders kitaplarındaki çocuk edebiyatı 
ürünleri. Hasan Ali Yücel Eğitim Fakültesi Dergisi, 2, 43-55. 

Dursunoğlu, H. (2015). Çocuk edebiyatı. Ömer Yılar and Lokman Turan (Eds). Eğitim fakülteleri için 
çocuk edebiyatı içinde. (3. ed, p. 27-36). Pegem Akademi. 

Eryaman, M. Y. (2008). Writing, method and hermeneutics: Towards an existential pedagogy. Elementary 
Education Online, 7(1), 2-14. 



Educational Policy Analysis and Strategic Research, V16, N3, 2021 
© 2021 INASED 

20 

Flowers, N. and Shiman, D. (1997) Teacher education and the human rights vision, in: G. Andreopoulos 
and R. P. Claude (Eds) Human rights education for the twenty-first century. University of 
Pennsylvania Press. (pp. 161–175). 

Gander, M. J. and Gandier, H. W. (2007). Çocuk ve ergen gelişimi. İmge Kitabevi.  

Grigoropoulos, J. E. (2019). The role of ethics in 21st century organizations. International Journal of 
Progressive Education, 15 (2), 167-175. DOI:10.29329/ijpe.2019.189.12 

Günay, D. (2007). Metin bilgisi. Multilingual Yayıncılık. 

Gürel, Z., Temizyürek, F. and Şahbaz, N. K. (2007). Çocuk edebiyatı. Öncü Kitap. 

Güzelyurt, T. (2020). Okul öncesi dönemde cinsel eğitim ve cinsel istismardan korunma: resimli çocuk 
kitaplarına yönelik bir inceleme. Uluslararası Çocuk Edebiyatı ve Eğitim Araştırmaları 
Dergisi  4(1), 54-69.  

Harper D. (1997) Children’s attitudes toward physical disability in Nepal. Journal of Cross Cultural 
Psychology 28, 712-29. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022022197286004 

Hornberg, S. (2002) Human rights education as an integral part of general education. International Review 
of Education, 48(3/4), 187–198. 

Kara, Ş. (2007). Fantastik çocuk kitaplarında uzamın imgesel işlevi ve şiddet. Çankaya Üniversitesi Fen-
Edebiyat Fakültesi, 7, 61-72. 

Kıbrıs, İ. (2002). Uygulamalı çocuk edebiyatı. Eylül. 

Lohrenscheit, C. (2002) International approaches in human rights education. International Review of 
Education, 48(3/4), 173–185. 

Magendzo, A. (1994) Tensions and dilemmas about education in human rights in democracy. Journal of 
Moral Education, 23(3), 251–260. https://doi.org/10.1080/0305724940230303 

Milletler Arası Sözleşme (2009) Resmî Gazete, sayı: 27288, accessed on 

https://www.ttb.org.tr/mevzuat/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=686:engeller-haklarina-
k-slee&catid=6:uluslararasylge&Itemid=36.  

MEB. (1991). Birleşmiş milletler çocuk hakları sözleşmesi. Milli Eğitim.  

Meintjes, G. (1997) Human rights education as empowerment: reflections on pedagogy, in G. 
Andreopoulos and R. P. Claude (Eds) Human rights education for the twenty-first century. 
University of Pennsylvania Press (pp. 64–79).  

Murray, C., and Greenberg, M. T. (2006). Examining the importance of social relationships and social 
contexts in the lives of children with high-incidence disabilities. The journal of special 
education, 39(4), 220-233. https://doi.org/10.1177/00224669060390040301 

Nabors L. and Keyes L. (1995) Preschoolers’ reasons for accepting peers with and without disabilities. 
Journal of Developmental and Physical Disabilities 7, 335-55. 

Nabuzoka D. and Ronning J. (1997) Social acceptance of children with intellectual disabilities in an 
integrated school setting in Zambia: A pilot study. International Journal of Disability, 
Development and Education, 44(2), 105-115. DOI:10.1080/0156655970440203 



Educational Policy Analysis and Strategic Research, V16, N3, 2021 
© 2021 INASED 

21 

Norwich B. and Kelly N. (2004) Pupils’ views on inclusion: moderate learning difficulties and bullying in 
mainstream and special schools. British Educational Research, 30(1), 43-65. 
DOI:10.1080/01411920310001629965 

Nowicki, E.A., and Sandieson, R. (2002). A meta-analysis of school-age children’s attitudes towards 
persons with physical or intellectual disability. International Journal of Disability, 
Development and Education, 49(3), 243-265. https://doi.org/10.1080/1034912022000007270 

Nowicki E. A. (2003) A meta-analysis of the social competence of children with learning disabilities in 
inclusive classrooms: comparisons with average to high and low achieving classmates. 
Learning Disability Quarterly 26, 171-188. https://doi.org/10.2307/1593650 

Nowicki, E.A. (2006). A cross-sectional multivariate analysis of children’s attitudes towards disabilities. 
Journal of Intellectual Disability Research, 50(5), 335-348. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-
2788.2005.00781.x 

Oğuzkan, A. F. (2010). Çocuk edebiyatı. Anı. 

Şahin, A. (2015). Çocuk-edebiyat ve çocuk edebiyatı. Ömer Yılar and Lokman Turan (Eds). Eğitim 
fakülteleri için çocuk edebiyatı içinde (ss. 1-36). Pegem Akademi. 

Rubin, A., and Babbie, E. (2008). Research methods for social work (6th ed.).Wadsworth/Thompson 
Learning. 

Sever, S. (2002). Çocuk Kitaplarına Yansıtılan Şiddet (Milli Eğitim Temel Yasası ve Çocuk Haklarına 
Dair Sözleşme Bağlamında Bir Değerlendirme) Ankara Üniversitesi Eğitim Bilimleri Fakültesi 
Dergisi 35 (1-2), 25 – 37. 

Sever, S. (2010). Çocuk ve edebiyat. Tudem. 

Sever, S. (2013). Çocuk edebiyatı ve okuma kültürü. Tudem. 

Söylemez, Y. (2018). The development of the text evaluation scale for child rights: a study of validity and 
reliability. World Journal of Education 8 (5). 139-159. https://doi.org/10.5430/wje.v8n5p139 

Şirin, M. R. (2007a). Çocuk edebiyatına eleştirel bir bakış. Kök. 

Şirin, M. R. (2007b). Çocuk edebiyatı kültürü. Kök. 

Thomlison, B. (2001). Descriptive studies. In B. Thyer (Ed.), The handbook of social work research 
methods (pp. 131-141). Sage. https://dx.doi.org/10.4135/9781412986182.n7 

Touraine, A. (2015) Demokrasi Nedir? Yapı Kredi Yayınları. 

Tuncer, A. T., Karasu, N., Altunay, B., and Güler, Ö. (2011). Türkçe ilköğretim kitaplarında engel ve 
engellilik: Bir doküman analizi örneği. Gazi Üniversitesi Gazi Eğitim Fakültesi Dergisi, 31(2). 

Turan, L. and Gerez Taşgın, F. (2018). Çocuk Edebiyatında “Şiddet Dili” Farkındalık Ölçeği: Geçerlik ve 
Güvenirlik Çalışması. RumeliDE Dil ve Edebiyat Araştırmaları Dergisi, (12), 232-248. 
https://doi.org/10.29000/rumelide.472767 

Türk Ceza Kanunu (2004). https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/mevzuat?MevzuatNo=5237&MevzuatTur=1& 
MevzuatTertip=5 accessed on 22/01/2021. 

Ulutaşdemir, N. (2007). Engelli çocukların eğitimi. Fırat Sağlık Hizmetleri Dergisi, 2(5), 119-130. 



Educational Policy Analysis and Strategic Research, V16, N3, 2021 
© 2021 INASED 

22 

Tavşancıl, E.(2006). Tutumların Ölçülmesi ve SPSS ile Veri Analizi. Nobel. 

Sarstedt, M., and Mooi, E. (2014). A concise guide to market research. The Process, Data, 12. 

George, D., and Mallery, P. (2003). Reliability analysis. SPSS for Windows, step by step: a simple guide 
and reference, 14th edn., Allyn & Bacon, (pp. 222-232). 

Tekin, H. (1993). Eğitimde ölçme ve değerlendirme. Yargı. 

  


