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Abstract 

This paper provided a synopsis of a presentation given at the Texas Association of Literacy Education 

annual conference in February 2018.  During this presentation, several members of the English 

Language Arts and Reading (ELAR) and Spanish Language Arts and Reading (SLAR) review committees 

described the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) review and revision process, as well as 

changes made within these state standards.   
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Introduction 

In the spring of 2015, approximately 
100 educators from across Texas arrived in 
Austin as invited volunteers to work on the State 
Board of Education’s (SBOE) review committee 
to revise the ELAR and SLAR TEKS.  As a 
review committee member, I was honored to 
represent a voice for Texas teachers and 
students.  Prior to the first meeting in the fall of 
2015, a change in the ELAR TEKS framework 
was proposed by eight Texas-based professional 
literacy organizations, including Texas 
Association for Literacy Educators.  As a result 
of this framework, significant revisions were 
proposed for the ELAR TEKS, which in turn, 
drove proposed revisions for the SLAR TEKS.  
The purpose of this paper was to provide an 
overview of the revised ELAR TEKS, which are 
scheduled for full implementation during the 
2019-2020 school year for Kindergarten–Grades 

8 and during the 2020-2021 school year for 
Grades 9-12. 

Task 

Representatives from the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) met with all review 
committee members to explain the primary 
focus of the task, which extended beyond 
refreshing outdated language.  We were asked to 
keep in mind that we could not prescribe certain 
“methodology to be used by a teacher” or 
“designate the time spent by a teacher or a 
student on a particular task or subject” (TEA, 
2015).  SBOE representatives also reminded 
review committee members to carefully consider 
the “time typically allotted for the subject” and 
to make sure that students had sufficient time for 
mastery of student expectations.  The review 
process encompassed revisions to the overall 
ELAR TEKS framework and required several 
meetings among review committee members.  
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These meetings focused on vertical alignment of 
standards among grade levels for common 
concepts and themes addressed in the TEKS.  
After the review committee meetings ended, the 
proposed revisions were subject to input from 
expert reviewers and the public. 

Revised ELAR Standards 

In all subject areas and grade levels, the 
TEKS include an introduction section, strands, 
and student expectations.  With the revised 
ELAR TEKS, there were significant revisions to 
the introduction section and strands.  Though 
many concepts connected to student 
expectations did not change, many were 
integrated, streamlined, reorganized, reworded, 
or modernized.  

Introduction Section of the ELAR TEKS 

The introduction section for each grade 
level describes the layout of the ELAR TEKS 
and the recursive nature of best practices in 
literacy and language arts.  The introduction 
section may be the most overlooked aspect of 
the TEKS, though it provides a descriptive 
overview of the subject area and grade-level 
knowledge and skills students must master.  The 
introduction section for the revised ELAR TEKS 
was rewritten to be identical for each grade 
level.  This revision was proposed and accepted 
in order to promote a unified, horizontal, and 
cohesive set of state standards. 

Strand Overview of the ELAR TEKS 

In the revised ELAR TEKS, seven 
strands across grade levels were identified.  As 
opposed to the former ELAR TEKS, which 
delineated a specific domain of language to 
focus upon for each knowledge and skill, the 
revised ELAR TEKS encourage recursive 
language practices.  The introduction section 
now specifies,  “The ELAR TEKS embody the 
interconnected nature of listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, and thinking through the seven 
integrated strands of developing and sustaining 
foundational language skills; comprehension; 

response; multiple genres; author’s purpose and 
craft; composition; and inquiry and research” 
(19 TAC Chapter 110). 

Foundational Language Skills.  The 
Foundational Language Skills strand of the 
revised ELAR TEKS encompasses most of the 
early literacy knowledge and skills in 
Kindergarten-Grade 5.  This strand focuses on 
oral language skill development by emphasizing 
listening, speaking, discussing, and thinking 
with the understanding that beginning literacy 
skills are built through phonological awareness, 
print concepts, phonics, and morphology.  Also 
included in this strand is a focus on word parts, 
using resources and context to develop 
vocabulary knowledge, presentation skills, and 
working collaboratively.  The following is a new 
addition to this strand: Students will “self-select 
texts and read independently for a sustained 
period of time” (19 TAC Chapter 110).  

Comprehension Skills.  The 
Comprehension Skills strand of the revised 
ELAR TEKS solidifies the idea that students 
will develop comprehension skills throughout 
Kindergarten–Grade 12.  Concepts in this strand 
are similar throughout each grade level and 
consider grade-appropriate text complexity to 
develop and deepen comprehension skills.  
Comprehension skills are of critical importance, 
so consistency throughout this strand was of 
utmost importance.  Requisite knowledge and 
skills for Grades 2-12 are almost identical 
horizontally.  In Kindergarten–Grade 1, 
scaffolding was emphasized with the words 
“with adult assistance” to ensure efforts are 
being made to promote developmental 
appropriateness (19 TAC Chapter 110).  

Response Skills.  The Response Skills 
strand of the revised ELAR TEKS addresses 
critical skills, such as responding using text 
evidence to justify an answer, retelling and 
summarizing, and generating written responses 
that compare genres.  In the early grade levels, 
this strand focuses on story retelling and 
providing a response to text orally, pictorially, or 
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in writing.  In later grade levels, this strand 
emphasizes annotating, freewriting, and 
illustrating as a viable way to respond to text.  
Arguably, the most important vein throughout 
this strand is the emphasis on using text 
evidence to support a point.  

Multiple Genres.  The Multiple Genres 
strand of the revised ELAR TEKS encompasses 
recognizing and analyzing literary elements, text 
features, and genre-specific characteristics.  This 
strand addresses exploration of poetry, drama, 
and informational texts.  This strand also 
expanded on the historical significance of texts 
in relation to the plot, theme, or characters. 

Author’s Purpose and Craft.  The 
Author’s Purpose and Craft strand of the revised 
ELAR TEKS aims to teach students to write like 
writers and read like readers.  Multiple 
techniques and devices are studied through 
various texts, rather than specific genres.  The 
idea that students will use mentor texts to 
“analyze and apply the author’s craft 
purposefully in order to develop his/her own 
products and performance” is an underlying 
tenet in this strand (19 TAC Chapter 110).  This 
strand also addresses point of view, figurative 
language, and the development of metacognitive 
analysis skills to understand how language use 
shapes the perception of a reader.  

Composition.  The Composition strand 
of the revised ELAR TEKS is based on concepts 
that underlie the writing process and writing for 
multiple genres.  A significant focus of this 
strand is the concept of using the writing process 
recursively to compose multiple types of texts.  
“Compose a friendly letter” from the former 
ELAR TEKS was replaced with “compose 

correspondence” in the revised ELAR TEKS in 
order to allow freedom with exploring other 
writing formats, such as those that use 
technology (19 TAC Chapter 110).   

Inquiry and Research.  The Inquiry 
and Research strand of the revised ELAR TEKS 
undergirds the thinking and evaluative processes 
involved in a continuous practice of generating 
questions, developing and following a research 
plan, gathering and examining sources, 
identifying plagiarism and paraphrasing, and 
presenting research findings.  This strand views 
inquiry and research as an ongoing venture.  In 
order to promote the development of 
contemporary knowledge and skills, this strand 
added a focus on the use of multimodal 
platforms for research presentations, as well as 
the research skills of sourcing, reasoning, 
validity, reliability, and omission.  

Conclusion 

Although the ELAR TEKS review and 
revision process presented political, logistical, 
and technological challenges, those who were 
involved worked diligently for the students of 
Texas.  These volunteers spent hours immersed 
in the review and revision process, with the 
common goal of producing a high-quality set of 
state standards to prepare students for academic 
success.  The newly revised ELAR TEKS 
provide a strong framework for literacy teachers 
in Texas to employ rigorous instruction through 
a variety of effective, research-based standards.  
So, ready or not, here they come! 

Note: The revised ELAR TEKS are available on 
TEA’s website at: 
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/index.
html 

____________________ 
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